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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] Antenna arrays including waveguide antenna
elements can provide desirable performance for commu-
nication over long distances. Passive antenna arrays with
waveguide feed networks are one of the most suited tech-
nologies for antenna arrays because of the low level of
losses they exhibit. As the number of antenna elements
increases, the waveguide feed networks become in-
creasingly complex and space consuming. This can be
problematic in many environments (e.g., avionics) where
space and/or weight are at a premium. In some cases,
inter-element distance between the antenna elements
may be constrained by the feed network size, which may
degrade antenna performance. US 7,564,421 is an ex-
ample of a waveguide antenna array and feed arrange-
ment, which is intended to provide increased gain and
directivity.
[0002] A common problem with this type of architecture
is grating lobes in the radiation pattern of the array, which
happens if the inter-element distance is too large. Indeed,
the fact that waveguides occupy more lateral space than
other types of transmission medium (e.g., microstrip,
etc.) can make it difficult to reduce the inter-element dis-
tance sufficiently to avoid grating lobes. This limitation
can be even more severe with dual-polarized arrays,
where the feed network system handles two channels,
for the two orthogonal basis polarizations. Current archi-
tectures of dual-polarized antenna arrays using
waveguide antenna elements use a larger than desired
inter-element distance or sharing of a common excitation
port among multiple antenna elements. These solutions
can have drawbacks including increased grating lobes
or reduced antenna efficiency.

SUMMARY

[0003] Embodiments disclosed herein relate to a
waveguide architecture for a dual-polarized antenna in-
cluding multiple antenna elements according to the ap-
pended claims. Aspects are directed to architectures
where each antenna element includes a polarizer having
an individual waveguide with dual-polarization signal
propagation and divided waveguides associated with
each basis polarization. In some aspects, the waveguide
architecture includes unit cells having corporate
waveguide networks associated with each basis polari-
zation connecting each divided waveguide of the polar-
izers of each antenna element in the unit cell with a re-
spective common waveguide. The inter-element dis-
tance for antenna elements within each unit cell may be
small relative to the desired operational frequency range
(e.g., to provide grating lobe free operation at the highest
operating frequency, etc.) and unit cells may be posi-
tioned adjacent to each other in a waveguide device as-
sembly for a dual-polarized antenna array without in-

creased inter-element distance between antenna ele-
ments of adjacent unit cells. Antenna waveguide ports
may be connected to unit cell common waveguides using
elevation and azimuth waveguide networks of the corpo-
rate type.
[0004] A dual-polarized antenna is described. The du-
al-polarized antenna may include multiple unit cells,
where each unit cell includes a first common waveguide
associated with a first polarization, a second common
waveguide associated with a second polarization, a two-
by-two array of antenna elements, each antenna element
including a polarizer coupled between an individual
waveguide and first and second divided waveguides as-
sociated with the first and second polarizations, respec-
tively, and where a cross-section of the individual
waveguides of the two-by-two array defines a unit cell
boundary for each unit cell, a first waveguide network
comprising at least one waveguide combiner/divider and
connecting each of the first divided waveguides of the
plurality of antenna elements with the first common
waveguide via a continuous waveguide signal path, and
a second waveguide network including at least one
waveguide combiner/divider and connecting each of the
second divided waveguides of the plurality of antenna
elements with the second common waveguide via a con-
tinuous waveguide signal path. The first waveguide net-
work and the second waveguide network may each be
entirely within a projection of the unit cell boundary along
a direction that is normal to the cross-section that defines
unit cell boundary.
[0005] Further scope of the applicability of the de-
scribed methods and apparatuses will become apparent
from the following detailed description, claims, and draw-
ings. The detailed description and specific examples are
given by way of illustration only, since various changes
and modifications within the scope of the description will
become apparent to those skilled in the art.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006] A further understanding of the nature and ad-
vantages of embodiments of the present disclosure may
be realized by reference to the following drawings. In the
appended figures, similar components or features may
have the same reference label. Further, various compo-
nents of the same type may be distinguished by following
the reference label by a dash and a second label that
distinguishes among the similar components. If only the
first reference label is used in the specification, the de-
scription is applicable to any one of the similar compo-
nents having the same first reference label irrespective
of the second reference label.

FIG. 1 shows a diagram of a satellite communication
system in accordance with various aspects of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 2 shows a view of an antenna assembly in ac-
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cordance with various aspects of the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of an example antenna
subsystem for a dual polarized antenna array in ac-
cordance with various aspects of the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 4 shows a conceptual diagram of an example
waveguide network for an azimuth combiner/divider
stage in accordance with various aspects of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 5 shows a diagram of a front view of a dual
polarized antenna in accordance with various as-
pects of the present disclosure.

FIGs. 6A-6C show diagrams of an example quad
element unit cell for a dual polarized antenna in ac-
cordance with various aspects of the present disclo-
sure.

FIGs. 7A-7E show views of waveguides for a unit
cell of a dual polarized antenna in accordance with
various aspects of the present disclosure.

FIGs. 8A-8D show views of waveguides for a unit
cell of a dual polarized antenna in accordance with
various aspects of the present disclosure.

FIGs. 9A and 9B show exploded views of a
waveguide device for a dual-polarized antenna in
accordance with various aspects of the present dis-
closure.

FIGs. 10A and 10B show views illustrating a
waveguide network for a dual-polarized antenna in
accordance with various aspects of the present dis-
closure.

FIG. 11 shows a view of a portion of a waveguide
device for a dual-polarized antenna in accordance
with various aspects of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0007] The described features generally relate to a du-
al polarized antenna (referred to herein as an "antenna
array" or simply an "antenna"). The described features
include a scalable waveguide architecture for a dual-po-
larized antenna using unit cells having multiple antenna
elements, where each antenna element includes a po-
larizer (e.g., septum polarizer) having divided waveguide
ports associated with each basis polarization. The unit
cells may have corporate waveguide networks associat-
ed with each basis polarization connecting the divided
waveguides of each antenna element to common
waveguides of the unit cell associated with each basis

polarization. The waveguide networks may include
ridged waveguide components and/or non-ridged
waveguide components. The inter-element distance be-
tween antenna elements within each unit cell may be
selected to provide grating lobe free operation at the high-
est operating frequency and unit cells may be positioned
adjacent to each other without increasing inter-element
distance between antenna elements of adjacent unit
cells. Thus, the inter-element distance may be small rel-
ative to the operating frequency range and consistent
across a waveguide assembly of unit cells, minimizing
grating lobes for the dual-polarized antenna.
[0008] This description provides examples, and is not
intended to limit the scope, applicability or configuration
of embodiments of the principles described herein and
defined by the appended claims.
[0009] FIG. 1 shows a diagram of a satellite commu-
nication system 100 in accordance with various aspects
of the present disclosure. The satellite communication
system 100 includes a satellite 105, a gateway 115, a
gateway antenna system 110, and an aircraft 130. The
gateway 115 communicates with one or more networks
120. In operation, the satellite communication system
100 provides for two-way communications between the
aircraft 130 and the network 120 through the satellite 105
and the gateway 115.
[0010] The satellite 105 may be any suitable type of
communication satellite. In some examples, the satellite
105 may be in a geosynchronous orbit. In other exam-
ples, any appropriate orbit (e.g., low earth orbit (LEO),
medium earth orbit (MEO), etc.) for satellite 105 may be
used. The satellite 105 may be a multi-beam satellite
configured to provide service for multiple service beam
coverage areas in a predefined geographical service ar-
ea. In some examples, the satellite communication sys-
tem 100 includes multiple satellites 105.
[0011] The gateway antenna system 110 may be two-
way capable and designed with adequate transmit power
and receive sensitivity to communicate reliably with the
satellite system 105. The satellite system 105 may com-
municate with the gateway antenna system 110 by send-
ing and receiving signals through one or more beams
160. The gateway 115 sends and receives signals to and
from the satellite system 105 using the gateway antenna
system 110. The gateway 115 is connected to the one
or more networks 120. The networks 120 may include a
local area network (LAN), metropolitan area network
(MAN), wide area network (WAN), or any other suitable
public or private network and may be connected to other
communications networks such as the Internet, teleph-
ony networks (e.g., Public Switched Telephone Network
(PSTN), etc.), and the like.
[0012] The aircraft 130 includes an on-board commu-
nication system including a dual-polarized antenna 140.
The aircraft 130 may use the dual-polarized antenna 140
to communicate with the satellite 105 over one or more
beams 150. The dual-polarized antenna 140 may be
mounted on the outside of the fuselage of aircraft 130
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under a radome 135. The dual-polarized antenna 140
may be mounted to a positioner 145 used to point the
dual-polarized antenna 140 at the satellite 105 (e.g., ac-
tively tracking) during operation. The dual-polarized an-
tenna 140 may be used for receiving communication sig-
nals from the satellite 105, transmitting communication
signals to the satellite 105, or bi-directional communica-
tion with the satellite 105 (transmitting and receiving com-
munication signals). The dual-polarized antenna 140
may operate in the International Telecommunications
Union (ITU) Ku, K, or Ka-bands, for example from ap-
proximately 17 to 31 Giga-Hertz (GHz). Alternatively, the
antenna 140 may operate in other frequency bands such
as C-band, X-band, S-band, L-band, and the like.
[0013] The on-board communication system of the air-
craft 130 may provide communication services for com-
munication devices of the aircraft 130 via a modem (not
shown). Communication devices may connect to and ac-
cess the networks 120 through the modem. For example,
mobile devices may communicate with one or more net-
works 120 via network connections to modem, which may
be wired or wireless. A wireless connection may be, for
example, of a wireless local area network (WLAN) tech-
nology such as IEEE 802.11 (Wi-Fi), or other wireless
communication technology.
[0014] The size of the dual-polarized antenna 140 may
directly impact the size of the radome 135, for which a
low profile may be desired. In other examples, other types
of housings are used with the dual-polarized antenna
140. Additionally, the dual-polarized antenna 140 may
be used in other applications besides onboard the aircraft
130, such as onboard boats, vehicles, or on ground-
based stationary systems.
[0015] For antennas using multiple waveguide ele-
ments for radiating and receiving energy, the operational
frequency range of the antenna may be determined by
the dimensions of each of the waveguide elements and
the inter-element distance (distance from center-to-cent-
er of adjacent waveguide elements). For example, a low-
er cutoff frequency for each antenna element may be
dependent on the cross-sectional dimensions of the
waveguide element serving as a port between the anten-
na element and the transmission medium. Generally, as
the operational frequency approaches the lower cutoff
frequency, the efficiency of signal propagation decreas-
es. To provide grating lobe free operation, the inter-ele-
ment distance should be small relative to the desired op-
erational frequency range (e.g., an inter-element dis-
tance less than or equal to one wavelength at the highest
operating frequency for a non-electrically steered anten-
na, etc.). To provide efficient operation across the oper-
ational frequency range, it may be desirable to feed a
large number of antenna elements using continuous
waveguide combiner/divider networks (e.g., with no
changes in propagation medium). These waveguide
combiner/divider networks may be complex and may in-
clude several stages that extend back behind the aper-
ture plane of the antenna, increasing the depth of the

antenna dramatically as the array size increases. In some
applications, the depth of the antenna may be con-
strained by a physical enclosure (e.g., radome 135, etc.),
and thus the overall size of the antenna elements and
waveguide combiner/divider networks may limit the
number of antenna elements that can be used, thus lim-
iting performance of the antenna.
[0016] FIG. 2 shows a view of an antenna assembly
200 in accordance with various aspects of the present
disclosure. As shown in FIG. 2, antenna assembly 200
includes dual-polarized antenna 140-a and positioner
145-a, which may be, for example, the dual-polarized
antenna 140 and positioner 145 illustrated in FIG. 1. Dual-
polarized antenna 140-a includes multiple antenna ele-
ments 225, which may be arranged (e.g., in an array,
etc.) to provide a beam forming network. One antenna
element 225 is shown in greater detail with reference to
an X-axis 270, Y-axis 280, and Z-axis 290.
[0017] Each antenna element 225 may include an in-
dividual waveguide 220 for emitting and receiving waves
and a polarizer. The polarizer can convert a signal be-
tween dual polarization states in the individual waveguide
220 and two signal components in respective divided
waveguides 210 and 215 that correspond to orthogonal
basis polarizations. This facilitates simultaneous dual-
polarized operation. For example, from a receive per-
spective, the polarizer can be thought of as receiving a
signal in the individual waveguide 220, taking the energy
corresponding to a first basis polarization of the signal
and substantially transferring it into a first divided
waveguide 210, and taking the energy corresponding to
a second basis polarization of the signal and substantially
transferring it into a second divided waveguide 215. From
a transmit perspective, excitations of the first divided
waveguide 210 results in energy of the first basis polar-
ization being emitted from the individual waveguide 220
while the energy from excitations of the second divided
waveguide 215 results in energy of the second basis po-
larization being emitted from the individual waveguide
220.
[0018] The polarizer may include an element that is
asymmetric to one or more modes of signal propagation.
For example, the polarizer may include a septum 250
configured to be symmetric to the TE10 mode (e.g., com-
ponent signals with their E-field along Y-axis 280 in indi-
vidual waveguide 220) while being asymmetric to the
TE01 mode (e.g., component signals with their E-field
along X-axis 270 in individual waveguide 220). The sep-
tum 250 may facilitate rotation of the TE01 mode without
changing signal amplitude, which may result in addition
and cancellation of the TE01 mode with the TE10 mode
on opposite sides of the septum 250. From the dividing
perspective (e.g., a received signal propagating in the
individual waveguide 220 in the negative Z-direction), the
TE01 mode may additively combine with the TE10 mode
for a signal having right hand circular polarization (RHCP)
on the side of the septum 250 coupled with the first di-
vided waveguide 210, while cancelling on the side of the
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septum 250 coupled with the second divided waveguide
215. Conversely, for a signal having left hand circular
polarization (LHCP), the TE01 mode and TE10 mode may
additively combine on the side of the septum 250 coupled
with the second divided waveguide 215 and cancel each
other on the side of the septum 250 coupled with the first
divided waveguide 210. Thus, the first and second divid-
ed waveguides 210, 215 may be excited by orthogonal
basis polarizations of polarized waves incident on the
individual waveguide 220, and may be isolated from each
other. In a transmission mode, excitations of the first and
second divided waveguides 210, 215 (e.g., TE10 mode
signals) may result in corresponding RHCP and LHCP
waves, respectively, emitted from the individual
waveguide 220.
[0019] The polarizer may be used to transmit or receive
waves having a combined polarization (e.g., linearly po-
larized signals having a desired polarization tilt angle) at
the individual waveguide 220 by changing the relative
phase of component signals transmitted or received via
the first and second divided waveguides 210, 215. For
example, two equal-amplitude components of a signal
may be suitably phase shifted and sent separately to the
first divided waveguide 210 and the second divided
waveguide 215, where they are converted to an RHCP
wave and an LHCP wave at the respective phases by
the septum 250. When emitted from the individual
waveguide 220, the LHCP and RHCP waves combine to
produce a linearly polarized wave having an orientation
at a tilt angle related to the phase shift introduced into
the two components of the transmitted signal. The trans-
mitted wave is therefore linearly polarized and can be
aligned with a polarization axis of a communication sys-
tem. Similarly, a wave having a combined polarization
(e.g., linear polarization) incident on individual
waveguide 220 may be split into component signals of
the basis polarizations at the divided waveguides 210,
215 and recovered by suitable phase shifting of the com-
ponent signals in a receiver. Although the polarizer is
illustrated as a stepped septum polarizer, other types of
polarizers may be used including sloped septum polar-
izers or other polarizers.
[0020] The antenna element 225 may operate over one
or more frequency bands, and may operate in a uni-di-
rectional (transmit or receive) mode or in a bi-directional
(transmit and receive) mode. For example, the antenna
element may be used to transmit and/or receive a dual-
band signal characterized by operation using two signal
carrier frequencies. In some instances, the antenna ele-
ment 225 may operate in a transmission mode for a first
polarization (e.g., LHCP, first linear polarization) while
operating in a reception mode for a second, orthogonal
polarization in the same or a different frequency band.
[0021] The multiple antenna elements 225 include
waveguide networks (discussed in more detail below)
that can provide for a small inter-element distance rela-
tive to the operating frequency range which can reduce
or eliminate grating lobes. Furthermore, the described

waveguide networks improve efficiency by coupling com-
mon feed ports to the divided waveguides 210, 215 of
multiple antenna elements 225 using continuous
waveguide signal paths without changes in transmission
medium. The described waveguide networks may in-
clude ridged waveguide components and/or non-ridged
waveguide components. In addition, the described
waveguide networks can maintain equal path lengths be-
tween waveguide networks feeding each divided
waveguide 210, 215 for the antenna elements 225. In
aspects, the waveguide feed networks include initial
combiner/divider stages connected to the antenna ele-
ments 225 that route waveguide signal paths from divid-
ed waveguides 210, 215 of a set of antenna elements
225 to a common port within a projection of a cross-sec-
tional boundary of the set of antenna elements 225 while
maintaining a desired (e.g., small) inter-element distance
between antenna elements 225. These techniques pro-
vide a scalable architecture for connecting divided
waveguides of multiple antenna elements using contin-
uous waveguide signal paths.
[0022] In embodiments of the dual-polarized antennas
140 of FIGs. 1 and 2, the antenna elements 225 are ar-
ranged in unit cells, where each unit cell includes multiple
antenna elements 225 having individual polarizers. The
antenna elements 225 are in a 2x2 array configuration
in the unit cell and a transverse (e.g., in the X-Y-plane)
cross section of the antenna elements define a unit cell
boundary having a rectangular (e.g., square) or polygo-
nal shape. Each unit cell includes a first waveguide net-
work that connects each of the divided waveguides 210
of the antenna elements 225 of the unit cell associated
with the first basis polarization to a first unit cell common
waveguide and a second waveguide network that con-
nects each of the divided waveguides 215 associated
with the second basis polarization to a second unit cell
common waveguide, via continuous waveguide signal
paths. Each unit cell is configured to have waveguide
elements of the first waveguide network and the second
waveguide network within a prism formed by extruding
the unit cell boundary towards the unit cell common
waveguides (e.g., in the negative Z-direction). The unit
cells are then arranged and the first and second unit cell
common waveguides may be connected to a waveguide
network 205 that may include multiple combiner/divider
stages to connect the unit cells to waveguide ports of the
dual-polarized antenna 140-a associated with the first
and second basis polarizations.
[0023] The positioner 145-a may include an elevation
motor and gearbox, an elevation alignment sensor, an
azimuth motor and gearbox, and an azimuth alignment
sensor. These components may be used to point the du-
al-polarized antenna 140-a at the satellite (e.g., satellite
105 in FIG. 1) during operation.
[0024] FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of an example
antenna subsystem 300 for a dual-polarized antenna in
accordance with various aspects of the present disclo-
sure. The antenna subsystem 300 may be an example
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of a component of the dual-polarized antennas 140 of
FIG. 1 or FIG. 2, or may be used with other devices or
systems.
[0025] The antenna subsystem 300 includes a
waveguide device 305, which may have multiple
waveguide networks associated with first and second ba-
sis polarizations coupled with multiple polarizers. In the
antenna subsystem 300 as illustrated in FIG. 3,
waveguide device 305 includes transmission port 310-a
and reception port 315-a associated with a first basis
polarization POL1 and transmission port 310-b and re-
ception port 315-b associated with a second basis polar-
ization POL2. The waveguide device 305 may include
diplexers 360 for operation over different frequency rang-
es in transmission and reception modes. For example, a
first frequency range may be used for transmission of
signals from the antenna while a second, higher frequen-
cy range may be used for signals received at the antenna.
[0026] The waveguide device 305 includes an eleva-
tion combiner/divider stage 375, which may include an
elevation power combiner/divider network 355 associat-
ed with each polarization. For example, elevation com-
biner/divider stage 375 may include a first elevation pow-
er combiner/divider network 355-a associated with POL1
and a second elevation power combiner/divider network
355-b associated with POL2. Each of the elevation power
combiner/divider networks 355 may be an M:1 combin-
er/divider network including an elevation stage common
port and M elevation ports 365. Thus, the first elevation
power combiner/divider network 355-a may have M ele-
vation ports 365-a associated with POL1 and the second
elevation power combiner/divider network 355-b may
have M elevation ports 365-b associated with POL2. The
elevation power combiner/divider networks 355 may be
of the corporate type and may include equal (e.g., sub-
stantially equal to manufacturing tolerances) waveguide
path lengths (e.g., equal phases) between the elevation
stage common port and each of the M elevation ports.
[0027] The waveguide device 305 includes M azimuth
combiner/divider stages 345, each coupled with one set
of the M elevation ports 365. Each azimuth combiner/di-
vider stage 345 includes an N:1 azimuth combiner/divider
335 for each basis polarization and N unit cells 320-a
(e.g., unit cells 320-a-1, 320-a-2, ..., 320-a-n, etc.). The
azimuth combiner/divider 335 may be of the corporate
type and may include substantially equal waveguide path
lengths (e.g., equal phases) between the elevation port
365 for each basis polarization and each of the common
waveguides 340-a, 350-a for the N unit cells 320-a (e.g.,
common waveguides 340-a-1, 350-a-1 for unit cell 320-
a-1, etc.).
[0028] Each unit cell 320-a may include A antenna el-
ements 225-a (only one antenna element is labeled in
FIG. 3 for clarity). Thus, each of the M azimuth combin-
er/divider stages 345 may include A · N antenna elements
225-a, which may each include a polarizer (e.g., septum
polarizer) and individual waveguide for radiating/receiv-
ing energy. The A antenna elements 225-a of each unit

cell 320-a may be arranged in a sub-array (e.g., 2x2,
etc.). Each unit cell 320-a may include an A:1 power com-
biner/divider 330 (only one of which is labeled in FIG. 3
for clarity), which may provide equal power combining/di-
viding for each basis polarization between the antenna
elements 225-a and unit cell common waveguides 340-
a, 350-a.
[0029] Thus, each azimuth combiner/divider stage 345
may include N sub-arrays of A antenna elements. The
waveguide device 305 may therefore include M · N · A
antenna elements 225-a. In some cases, however, some
azimuth combiner/divider stages 345 may include less
than N unit cells 320-a. For example, to reduce the swept
profile of the antenna subsystem 300, some of the azi-
muth combiner/divider stages 345 (e.g., towards the top
and/or bottom) may include fewer unit cells 320-a, result-
ing in a taper or rounding of the corners of the waveguide
device 305 that reduces the size of a radome used for
the dual-polarized antenna.
[0030] The unit cells 320-a may be configured with a
small inter-element distance (e.g., less than or equal to
one wavelength at the highest operating frequency, etc.)
between antenna elements 225-a and may be configured
to be placed adjacent to other unit cells 320-a such that
antenna elements 225-a of adjacent unit cells 320-a have
the same inter-element distance between each other as
antenna elements 225-a within each unit cell 320-a. This
allows row/column scalability of the waveguide device
305 as the unit cells 320-a can be arranged in an arbitrary
array size without changing the unit cell design.
[0031] The antenna subsystem 300 includes one or
more transceivers 370 for bi-directional operation. The
transceiver(s) convert electrical signals between an elec-
trically conductive medium and a waveguide medium.
The antenna subsystem 300 may be capable of full du-
plex operation. In some cases, the antenna subsystem
300 may include a single transceiver and may have pre-
determined polarization directionality (e.g., POL1 for
transmission and POL2 for reception). As illustrated in
FIG. 3, antenna subsystem 300 includes two transceivers
and may be switched between using POL1 for transmis-
sion and POL2 for reception and using POL2 for trans-
mission and POL1 for reception.
[0032] FIG. 4 shows a conceptual diagram of an ex-
ample waveguide network 400 for an azimuth combin-
er/divider stage in accordance with various aspects of
the present disclosure. FIG. 4 illustrates an example
waveguide network for a 40:1 azimuth combiner/divider
stage for a basis polarization of a dual-polarized antenna,
which may be an example of aspects of one or more of
the azimuth combiner/divider stages 345 of FIG. 3. For
simplicity and clarity, paths of the illustrated waveguide
network 400 in FIG. 4 are not drawn to scale. Although
a 40:1 waveguide network is illustrated in FIG. 4, other
configurations are possible using a similar waveguide
network architecture.
[0033] As shown in FIG. 4, the waveguide network 400
for an azimuth combiner/divider stage may be of the cor-
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porate type and may include multiple stages of
waveguide combiner/dividers between an elevation port
465 associated with a basis polarization and waveguides
440 connected to the unit cell common waveguides (e.g.,
common waveguides 340-a or 350-a of FIG. 3) of the
unit cells 320-b-1, 320-b-2, ..., 320-b-n. Although not
drawn to scale, it can be seen in FIG. 4 that waveguide
network 400 can provide equal (e.g., substantially equal
to manufacturing tolerances) waveguide path lengths be-
tween elevation port 465 and each waveguide 440.
[0034] Waveguide network 400 may illustrate the
waveguide network for basis polarization POL1 for an
azimuth combiner/divider stage 345 of FIG. 3, connecting
elevation port 365-a to unit cell common waveguides
340-a of unit cells 320-a. The azimuth combiner/divider
stage 345 of FIG. 3 may include two waveguide networks
400 that may be configured to have waveguide elements
within an assembly having a height of the unit cells 320-
a. Thus, the azimuth combiner/divider stages 345 of FIG.
3 may be stacked to provide an assembly that is scalable
in elevation for different configurations.
[0035] FIG. 5 shows a diagram of a front view 500 of
a dual-polarized antenna 140-b in accordance with var-
ious aspects of the present disclosure. The dual-polar-
ized antenna 140-b may be an example of dual-polarized
antennas 140 of FIGs. 1 or 2. The dual-polarized antenna
140-b includes multiple antenna elements 225-b, of
which only a subset are labeled for clarity. The antenna
elements 225-b may be arranged in unit cells 320-c,
which may include a waveguide network between com-
mon waveguides associated with two basis polarizations
and the antenna elements 225-b. The unit cells 320-c
may be arranged (e.g., in an array, etc.) to create a beam-
forming network of antenna elements 225-b for transmit-
ting and/or receiving signals.
[0036] Each antenna element 225-b may have an in-
dividual waveguide 220-b with a rectangular cross-sec-
tion. For efficiency and performance, each individual
waveguide 325 may support dual-polarized operation.
For example, when a signal is transmitted via dual-po-
larized antenna 140-b using a first polarization, it may be
desired that all individual waveguides 220-b in the an-
tenna 140-b are part of the beamforming network trans-
mitting the signal. Similarly, when a signal wave is re-
ceived by dual-polarized antenna 140-b of the same po-
larization or a different (e.g., orthogonal) polarization, it
may be desired that energy received by all individual
waveguides 220-b is combined in the beamforming net-
work for the received signal power. In some cases, each
individual waveguide 220-b may transmit energy using
a first polarization and receive energy of a second (e.g.,
orthogonal) polarization concurrently. Each antenna el-
ement 225-b may include a polarizer and divided
waveguides 210-b, 215-b associated with each basis po-
larization, of which only one antenna element 225-b has
the divided waveguides 210-b, 215-b labeled for clarity.
[0037] The individual waveguides 220-b may have in-
ter-element distances ΔEX 540 and ΔEY 545, which may

be related to the desired operational frequency range
and may be equal to each other. For example, ΔEX 540
and ΔEY 545 may be related to the wavelength at the
highest operating frequency (e.g., to provide grating lobe
free operation at the highest operating frequency, etc.).
Each individual waveguide 220-b shares waveguide
walls with at least two other individual waveguides 220-
b, and the individual waveguides 220-b may have a width
dAX 550 and height dAY 555, which may be determined
by the inter-element distances ΔEX 540 and ΔEY 545 and
a thickness ΔT 525 of the waveguide walls that is sufficient
for structural integrity of the individual waveguides 220-
b. In addition, the individual waveguides 220-b of adja-
cent antenna elements 225-b of adjacent unit cells 320-
c share waveguide walls with each other.
[0038] Each unit cell 320-c may be a quad-element
unit cell having a 4:1 power combiner/divider ratio for
each basis polarization between the divided waveguides
210-b, 210-c of the antenna elements 225-b and common
waveguides associated with each of the basis polariza-
tions. The antenna elements 225-b may have inter-ele-
ment distances ΔEX 540 and ΔEY 545, which may be the
same distance for adjacent antenna elements 225-b with-
in the same unit cell 320-c and for adjacent antenna el-
ements 225-b that belong to adjacent unit cells 320-c.
For example, the inter-element distance ΔEX 540 be-
tween antenna elements 225-b-1 and 225-b-2 may be
the same as the inter-element distance ΔEX 540 between
antenna elements 225-b-2 and 225-b-3.
[0039] To achieve the same inter-element distances
ΔEX 540 and ΔEY 545 between antenna elements across
the dual-polarized antenna 140-b, each quad element
unit cell 320-c may have a unit cell boundary 530 with
width dux 560 given by dUX = 2 · ΔEX, and height dUY 565
given by dUY = 2 · ΔEY, where ΔEX 540 and ΔEY 545 may
be small relative to the operating frequency range (e.g.,
less than or equal to one wavelength at the highest op-
erating frequency, etc.). Thus, each quad element unit
cell 320-c may have 4:1 power combiner/divider
waveguide networks that connect the divided
waveguides 210-b, 215-b of the antenna elements 225-
b to the common waveguides associated with each of
the basis polarizations that are within a rectangular prism
formed by a projection of the unit-cell boundary 530 in a
direction normal to the cross-sectional plane of the unit
cell boundary 530 (e.g., into the page in FIG. 5). In some
examples, inter-element distances ΔEX 540 and ΔEY 545
may be the same and the individual waveguides 220-b
may be square (e.g., dUX = dUY).
[0040] The wall thickness ΔT 525 may be relatively
small (e.g., less than 0.2, 0.15, or 0.1 of the inter-element
distances ΔEX 540 and ΔEY 545, etc.). Thus, the ratio of
the unit cell cross-sectional width dUX 560 or height dUY
565 to the individual waveguide width dAX 550 or height
dAY 555, may be less than 2.5. However, the ratio may
be different for different individual waveguide widths dAX
550 or heights dAY 555, and may generally be smaller
for antenna elements 225-b supporting lower frequen-
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cies (e.g., having larger individual waveguides 220-b). In
one embodiment, a quad-element unit cell with
dUX=dUY=0.735" and using ridged waveguides (e.g., as
shown in FIGs. 8A-8D) has an operational bandwidth of
approximately 17.5 to 31 GHz.
[0041] FIG. 6A shows a diagram 600-a of a front view
of portions of an example quad element unit cell 320-d
for a dual polarized antenna in accordance with various
aspects of the present disclosure. The unit cell 320-d
may be the unit cells 320 of FIGs. 3, 4 or 5. The unit cell
320-d may include four antenna elements 225-c-1, 225-
c-2, 225-c-3, and 225-c-4. The four antenna elements
225-c of unit cell 320-c may be arranged in rows and
columns (e.g., 2x2 array, etc.).
[0042] FIG. 6B shows a diagram 600-b of divided
waveguides associated with basis polarizations POL1
and POL2 for the example quad element unit cell 320-d
illustrated in FIG. 6A in accordance with various aspects
of the disclosure. As illustrated in diagram 600-b, each
antenna element 225-c may have a first divided
waveguide 210-c associated with a first basis polarization
POL1 and a second divided waveguide 215-c associated
with a second basis polarization POL2. For clarity, the
divided waveguides associated with POL1 may be re-
ferred to as divided waveguides A1 210-c-1, B1 210-c-
2, C1 210-c-3, and D1 210-c-4 and the divided
waveguides associated with POL2 may be referred to as
divided waveguides A2 215-c-1, B2 215-c-2, C2 215-c-
3, and D2 215-c-4.
[0043] FIG. 6C shows a diagram 600-c of waveguide
networks for the example quad element unit cell 320-d
in accordance with various aspects of the disclosure. Di-
agram 600-c may illustrate waveguide networks for con-
necting divided waveguides 210-c, 215-c of antenna el-
ements 225-c associated with first and second basis po-
larizations to first and second common waveguides, re-
spectively.
[0044] As illustrated in diagram 600-c, unit cell 320-d
may include a first waveguide network 605-a that in-
cludes multiple waveguide combiner/dividers and con-
nects the divided waveguides A1 210-c-1, B1 210-c-2,
C1 210-c-3, and D1 210-c-4 to a first common waveguide
E1 340-b associated with POL1 via continuous
waveguide signal paths. Unit cell 320-d may include a
second waveguide network 605-b that includes multiple
waveguide combiner/dividers and connects the divided
waveguides A2 215-c-1, B2 215-C-2, C2 215-C-3, and
D2 215-c-4 to a second common waveguide E2 350-b
associated with POL2 via continuous waveguide signal
paths.
[0045] The first waveguide network 605-a may include
a first combiner/divider J1 640-a, which may be an E-
plane combiner/divider (e.g., E-plane tee, E-plane sep-
tum, etc.). The first combiner/divider J1 640-a may divide
the first common waveguide E1 340-b into intermediate
waveguides 635-a and 635-b. The first waveguide net-
work 605-a may include a set of second waveguide com-
biner/dividers J2-A 630-a and J2-B 630-b coupled be-

tween the intermediate waveguides 630-a and 635-b and
the first divided waveguides 210-c of the antenna ele-
ments 225-c. The set of second waveguide combiner/di-
viders J2-A 630-a and J2-B 630-b may be E-plane or H-
plane combiner/dividers.
[0046] Similarly, the second waveguide network 605-
b may include a third combiner/divider K1 640-b, which
may be an E-plane combiner/divider (e.g., E-plane tee,
E-plane septum, etc.). The third combiner/divider K1 640-
b may divide the first common waveguide E2 350-b into
intermediate waveguides 635-c and 635-d. The first
waveguide network 605-b may include a set of fourth
waveguide combiner/dividers K2-A 630-c and K2-B 630-
d coupled between the intermediate waveguides 630-c
and 635-d and the second divided waveguides 215-c of
the antenna elements 225-c. The set of fourth waveguide
combiner/dividers K2-A 630-c and K2-B 630-d may be
E-plane or H-plane combiner/dividers.
[0047] FIGs. 7A-7E show views of waveguides for a
unit cell 320-e of a dual polarized antenna in accordance
with various aspects of the present disclosure. Unit cell
320-e may be an example of the unit cells 320 of FIGs.
3, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, or 6C.
[0048] FIG. 7A shows an isometric view 700-a of
waveguides for unit cell 320-e. As seen in FIG. 7A, unit
cell 320-d includes antenna elements A 225-d-1, B 225-
d-2, C 225-d-3, and D 225-d-4, which define a unit cell
boundary 530-a in a plane defined by the X-axis 770 and
the Y-axis 780. The unit cell boundary 530-a may be rec-
tangular (e.g., square) and may have a width dUX1 560-
a and a height dUY1 565-a. Antenna elements 225-d may
have inter-element distances ΔEX1 540-a and ΔEY1 545-
a along the X-axis 770 and the Y-axis 780, respectively.
Inter-element distances ΔEX1 540-a and ΔEY1 545-a may
be small relative to the operating frequency range if the
unit cell 320-e (e.g., less than or equal to one wavelength
at the highest operating frequency, etc.).
[0049] Unit cell 320-e includes waveguide networks
705 connecting the divided waveguides 210-d, 215-d of
antenna elements 225-d associated with first and second
basis polarizations to a first common waveguide 340-c
and a second common waveguide 350-c, respectively.
Although illustrated in FIGs. 7A-7E as non-ridged
waveguide, waveguide networks 705 may include ridged
waveguide components, in some cases. The first com-
mon waveguide 340-c and the second common
waveguide 350-c may be aligned in a first dimension
(e.g., along the X-axis 770) and offset along a second
dimension (e.g., along the Y-axis 780) with respect to
each other.
[0050] Waveguide networks 705 may include multiple
waveguide combiner/dividers which are within a prism
765 formed by extruding or projecting the unit cell bound-
ary 530-a along the Z-axis 790 without increasing the
inter-element distances ΔEX1 540-a and ΔEY1 545-a.
Thus, the waveguide networks 705 of unit cell 320-e pro-
vide for a 4:1 power combiner/divider stage that can be
configured in an arrangement having the same inter-el-
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ement distances ΔEX1 540-a and ΔEY1 545-a for adjacent
antenna elements 225-d within the same unit cell 320-e
and for adjacent antenna elements 225-d that belong to
adjacent unit cells 320-e. Thus, a dual polarization an-
tenna array of an appropriate or desired size may be
constructed using waveguide networks to connect an-
tenna waveguide ports to unit cell common waveguides.
[0051] FIG. 7B shows a side view 700-b of waveguides
for unit cell 320-e. As seen in side view 700-b, unit cell
320-e includes a first waveguide network that includes
multiple waveguide combiner/dividers and connects the
divided waveguides 210-d of antenna elements 225-d
associated with a first basis polarization to the first com-
mon waveguide 340-c and a second waveguide network
that includes multiple waveguide combiner/dividers and
connects the divided waveguides 215-d of antenna ele-
ments 225-d associated with a second basis polarization
to the second common waveguide 350-c.
[0052] The first waveguide network may include a com-
biner/divider 740-a dividing the first common waveguide
340-c into a first pair of intermediate waveguides 735-a
and 735-b. The second waveguide network may include
a combiner/divider 740-b dividing the second common
waveguide 350-c into a second pair of intermediate
waveguides 735-c and 735-d. In unit cell 320-e, the com-
biner/dividers 740-a and 740-b are E-plane combiner/di-
viders.
[0053] As can be seen in FIGs. 7A-7C, the first pair of
intermediate waveguides 735-a and 735-b are inter-
leaved in the Y-axis 780 with the second pair of interme-
diate waveguides 735-c and 735-d using a series of bend
sections (e.g., E-plane bends, H-plane bends, etc.). In
addition, transition regions may be used to transition the
waveguide height back up to the same height (e.g., ap-
proximately or within manufacturing tolerances) as the
common waveguides 340-c and 350-c at the X-Y section
plane 775.
[0054] In the direction of increasing Z from X-Y section
plane 775, waveguide combiner/divider 730-a is coupled
between intermediate waveguide 735-a and the divided
waveguides 210-d of antenna elements 225-d-1 and 225-
d-2 associated with the first basis polarization and
waveguide combiner/divider 730-b is coupled between
intermediate waveguide 735-b and the divided
waveguides 210-d of antenna elements 225-d-3 and 225-
d-4 associated with the first basis polarization. Similarly,
waveguide combiner/divider 730-c is coupled between
intermediate waveguide 735-c and the divided
waveguides 215-d of antenna elements 225-d-1 and 225-
d-2 associated with the second basis polarization and
waveguide combiner/divider 730-d is coupled between
intermediate waveguide 735-d and the divided
waveguides 215-d of antenna elements 225-d-3 and 225-
d-4 associated with the second basis polarization.
[0055] Additional H-plane bend sections and transition
regions are used between the waveguide combiner/di-
viders 730 and the divided waveguides of the antenna
elements 225-d to separate the waveguides in the H-

plane and increase the waveguide height to match the
height of the divided waveguides 210-d, 215-d at the an-
tenna elements 225-d. The height of the divided
waveguides 210-d, 215-d at the antenna elements 225-
d may be approximately the same (e.g., approximately
or within manufacturing tolerances) as the height of the
corresponding common waveguide 340-c or 350-c.
[0056] FIG. 7D shows an isometric view 700-d of the
waveguide elements between the first common
waveguide 340-c and the X-Y section plane 775 in more
detail. As shown in view 700-d, waveguide combiner/di-
vider 740-a divides the first common waveguide 340-c
into the intermediate waveguides 735-a and 735-b.
[0057] As illustrated in FIG. 7D, intermediate
waveguide 735-a starts at waveguide combiner/divider
740-a aligned with the Z-axis 790. From waveguide com-
biner/divider 740-a, the intermediate waveguide 735-a
includes a first 90-degree H-plane bend section. The in-
termediate waveguide 735-a then includes a 180-degree
E-plane bend section coupled with the first 90-degree H-
plane bend section. The intermediate waveguide 735-a
then includes a second 90-degree H-plane bend section
between the 180-degree E-plane bend section and the
section plane 775, which includes a transition region of
increasing height such that the height of the intermediate
waveguide 735-a at the X-Y section plane 775 is equal
(e.g., approximately or within manufacturing tolerances)
to the height of the common waveguide 340-c. As illus-
trated in FIGs. 7A-7E, intermediate waveguides 735-b,
735-c and 735-d each include similar structures as inter-
mediate waveguide 735-a. It should be understood that
descriptions of the 90-degree and 180-degree bend sec-
tions allow for manufacturing tolerances. That is, each
of the bend sections may be substantially 90 or 180 de-
grees, within manufacturing tolerances.
[0058] FIG. 7E shows an isometric view 700-e of the
waveguide elements between the X-Y section plane 775
and the antenna elements A 225-d-1 and B 225-d-2. As
illustrated in view 700-e, waveguide combiner/divider
730-a is coupled between intermediate waveguide 735-
a and the divided waveguides 210-d-1 and 210-d-2 of
antenna elements 225-d-1 and 225-d-2 associated with
the first basis polarization, respectively, and waveguide
combiner/divider 730-c is coupled between intermediate
waveguide 735-c and the divided waveguides 215-d-1
and 215-d-2 of antenna elements 225-d-1 and 225-d-2
associated with the second basis polarization, respec-
tively. Between waveguide combiner/dividers 730-a and
730-c and the divided waveguides 210-d, 215-d of an-
tenna elements 225-d-1 and 225-d-2 are H-plane bend
sections with transition regions increasing the waveguide
height to the height of the divided waveguides, which
may be the same (e.g., approximately or within manu-
facturing tolerances) as the height of the corresponding
common waveguide 340-c or 350-c.
[0059] Returning to FIG. 7A, it can be seen that the
waveguide structure of unit cell 320-e provides for a
quad-element unit cell of antenna elements, where each
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antenna element includes a polarizer, that has
waveguide networks 705 coupling each divided
waveguide of the polarizers to common waveguides of
the respective basis polarization. In addition, the
waveguide networks 705 of unit cell 320-e may be com-
pact in the Z-axis 790. For example, the waveguide net-
works 705 may have a depth dWN1 that is less than 2.5
times the width dUX1 560-a or height dUY1 565-a of the
unit cell cross-section 530-a.
[0060] FIGs. 8A-8D show views of waveguides for a
unit cell 320-f of a dual polarized antenna in accordance
with various aspects of the present disclosure. Unit cell
320-f may be an example of the unit cells 320 of FIGs.
3, 4, 5, 6A, 6B, or 6C.
[0061] FIG. 8A shows an isometric view 800-a of
waveguides for unit cell 320-f. As seen in FIG. 8A, unit
cell 320-f may include antenna elements A 225-e-1, B
225-e-2, C 225-e-3, and D 225-e-4, which may have a
unit cell boundary 530-b in a plane defined by the X-axis
870 and the Y-axis 880. The unit cell boundary 530-b
may be rectangular (e.g., square) and may have a width
dUX2 560-b and a height dUY2 565-b. Antenna elements
225-e may have inter-element distances ΔEX2 540-b and
ΔEY2 545-b along the X-axis 870 and the Y-axis 880,
respectively. Inter-element distances ΔEX2 540-b and
ΔEY2 545-b may be small relative to the operating fre-
quency range if the unit cell 320-f (e.g., less than or equal
to one wavelength at the highest operating frequency,
etc.).
[0062] Unit cell 320-f may include waveguide networks
805 connecting the divided waveguides 210-e of antenna
elements 225-e associated with a first basis polarization
to a first common waveguide 340-d and connecting the
divided waveguides 215-e of antenna elements 225-e
associated with a second basis polarization to a second
common waveguide 350-d. The first common waveguide
340-d and the second common waveguide 350-d may
be offset in two dimensions (e.g., along the X axis 870
and the Y-axis 880) with respect to each other.
[0063] Waveguide networks 805 may include multiple
waveguide combiner/dividers which may be within a
prism 765-a formed by extruding or projecting the unit
cell boundary 530-b along the Z-axis 890. Thus, the
waveguide networks 805 of unit cell 320-f provide for a
4:1 power combiner/divider stage that can be configured
in an arrangement having the same inter-element dis-
tances ΔEX2 540-b and ΔEY2 545-b for adjacent antenna
elements 225-e within the same unit cell 320-f and for
adjacent antenna elements 225-e that belong to adjacent
unit cells 320-f. Thus, a dual-polarized antenna array of
an appropriate or desired size may be constructed using
waveguide networks to connect antenna waveguide
ports to unit cell common waveguides.
[0064] FIGs. 8B and 8C show a side view 800-b and
a top view 800-c, respectively, of waveguides for unit cell
320-f. As seen in side view 800-b, unit cell 320-f includes
a first waveguide network that includes multiple
waveguide combiner/dividers and connects the divided

waveguides 210-e of antenna elements 225-e associat-
ed with a first basis polarization to the first common
waveguide 340-d and a second waveguide network that
includes multiple waveguide combiner/dividers and con-
nects the divided waveguides 215-e of antenna elements
225-e associated with a second basis polarization to the
second common waveguide 350-d.
[0065] The first waveguide network may include a com-
biner/divider 840-a dividing the first common waveguide
340-d into intermediate waveguides 835-a and 835-b.
The second waveguide network may include a combin-
er/divider 840-b dividing the second common waveguide
350-d into intermediate waveguides 835-c and 835-d. In
unit cell 320-f, the combiner/dividers 840-a and 840-b
are E-plane combiner/dividers (e.g., E-plane T-junc-
tions).
[0066] As shown in FIGs. 8A-8C, the intermediate
waveguides 835-a, 835-b, 835-c, and 835-d have an E-
plane bend section and an H-plane bend section includ-
ing a transition region of increasing height between the
respective combiner/dividers 840 and the X-Y section
plane 875. The height of the intermediate waveguides
835-a and 835-b at the X-Y section plane 875 may be
approximately equal to a height of the first common
waveguide 340-d. As can be seen in the side view 800-
b, the intermediate waveguides 835-a and 835-b asso-
ciated with the first basis polarization are interleaved in
the Y-axis with the intermediate waveguides 835-c and
835-d corresponding to the second basis polarization at
the X-Y section plane 875.
[0067] In the direction of increasing Z from X-Y section
plane 875, waveguide combiner/divider 830-a is coupled
between intermediate waveguide 835-a and the divided
waveguides 210-e of antenna elements 225-e-1 and 225-
e-2 associated with the first basis polarization and
waveguide combiner/divider 830-b is coupled between
intermediate waveguide 835-b and the divided
waveguides 210-e of antenna elements 225-e-3 and 225-
e-4 associated with the first basis polarization. Similarly,
waveguide combiner/divider 830-c is coupled between
intermediate waveguide 835-c and the divided
waveguides 215-e of antenna elements 225-e-1 and 225-
e-2 associated with the second basis polarization and
waveguide combiner/divider 830-d is coupled between
intermediate waveguide 835-d and the divided
waveguides 215-e of antenna elements 225-e-3 and 225-
e-4 associated with the second basis polarization. As il-
lustrated in FIGs. 8A-8C, waveguide combiner/dividers
830 are H-plane tee combiner/dividers.
[0068] In some embodiments, unit cell 320-f may in-
clude one or more ridged waveguide sections. For ex-
ample, FIGs. 8A-8C illustrate that intermediate
waveguides 835 may have sections with ridges 865 in-
cluding waveguide combiner/dividers 840, the H-plane
bends and transition sections of increasing height, and
waveguide combiner/dividers 830. Although illustrated
as including single-ridged waveguide elements, the
waveguide networks 805 may include non-ridged
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waveguide elements and/or dual-ridged waveguide ele-
ments, in some cases.
[0069] In some examples, antenna elements 225-e
may include dielectric elements 855, which may increase
an operational bandwidth of the antenna elements 225-
e, improve impedance matching for signal propagation
between the intermediate waveguides 835, the divided
waveguides 210-e, 215-e, and the individual waveguide
of the antenna elements 225-e, and improve impedance
matching for signal propagation between the individual
waveguide of the antenna elements 225-e and free
space. In some cases, the dielectric elements 855 may
effectively reduce a lower cutoff frequency of the individ-
ual waveguide of antenna elements 225-e. The dielectric
elements 855 may also assist in matching the propaga-
tion constants between the ridged waveguides 835 and
the antenna elements 225-e of a specific individual
waveguide cross-sectional size.
[0070] In some embodiments, unit cell 320-f includes
ridge transition region 845, which includes waveguide
transition features for transitioning from the ridge-loading
in intermediate waveguides 835 to the non-ridged anten-
na elements 225-e. The waveguide transition features
may include decreasing steps of ridge depth and may
include increases in width of the ridges as the depth is
decreased. In some examples, dielectric elements 855
include transition features for transitioning from ridge-
loading to dielectric loading in antenna elements 225-e.
The waveguide transition features may be matched or
complementary with the transition features of the dielec-
tric elements 855.
[0071] FIG. 8D shows an exploded view 800-d of
waveguides for unit cell 320-f, showing dielectric assem-
blies 885-a and 885-b. Dielectric assembly 885-a in-
cludes dielectric elements 855-a and 855-c correspond-
ing to antenna elements 225-e-1 and 225-e-3, respec-
tively. Dielectric assembly 885-b includes dielectric ele-
ments 855-b and 855-d corresponding to antenna ele-
ments 225-e-2 and 225-e-4, respectively. Dielectric as-
semblies 885-a and 885-b may be configured to be in-
serted into unit cell 320-f and may include features for
matching signal propagation and insertion features for
support and retention in the antenna elements 225-e.
Dielectric assemblies 885 may be constructed out of a
material selected for its electrical properties and manu-
facturability. In some examples, dielectric assemblies
885 may have a dielectric constant of approximately 2.1.
For example, dielectric assemblies 885 may be made
out of Polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) (also sold under
the brand name Teflon by DuPont Co.), or a thermoplastic
polymer such as Polymethylpentene (e.g., TPX, a 4-
methylpentene-1 based polyolefin manufactured by Mit-
sui Chemicals).
[0072] In some examples, ridge loading may lower a
cutoff frequency for the same waveguide width. Thus,
the ridge loading and dielectric elements 855 illustrated
in FIGs. 8A-8D may allow unit cell 320-f to have a smaller
cross sectional size for the same or a similar operational

bandwidth as would be provided by waveguide elements
not including these features.
[0073] In some examples of dual-polarized antennas
140 employing the unit cells 320-e of FIGs. 7A-7C or the
unit cells 320-f of 8A-8C, alternating rows or pairs of rows
of septum polarizers along one dimension (e.g., along Y-
axis 780 or 880) may be inverted with respect to each
other. For example, FIG. 7E shows septum polarizers for
antenna elements 225-d-1 and 225-d-2 of unit cell 320-
e with the septums starting on the left side of the individual
waveguide and increasing in width from left to right to-
wards the divided waveguides 210-d, 215-d. An alternat-
ing row of antenna elements (e.g., antenna elements
225-d-3 and 225-d-4) may have septums staring on the
right side of the individual waveguide and increasing in
width from right to left towards the divided waveguides
210-d, 215-d). As can be understood, a similar configu-
ration may be employed using the unit cells 320-f of FIGs.
8A-8C. Alternatively, the antenna elements 225 of alter-
nating rows of unit cells 320-e or 320-f in one dimension
(e.g., along Y-axis 780 or 880) may be mirrored (e.g.,
with respect to X-axis 770 or 870), inverting every other
pair of septum polarizers. In some cases, inverting alter-
nating rows or pairs of rows of septum polarizers may
mitigate mismatch conditions occurring in higher order
modes for waves communicated via the dual-polarized
antenna 140.
[0074] FIGs. 9A and 9B show exploded views 900-a
and 900-b, respectively, of a waveguide device 905 for
a dual-polarized antenna 140-c in accordance with var-
ious aspects of the disclosure. The waveguide device
905 may illustrate, for example, portions of the
waveguide device 305 of FIG. 3. The waveguide device
905 may employ the unit cells 320 described with refer-
ence to FIGs. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7A-7C, and 8A-8C.
[0075] As shown in exploded views 900-a and 900-b,
dual-polarized antenna 140-c may have a close-out layer
910, which may be a suitable material for keeping dust
and other particles out of the waveguide devices of dual-
polarized antenna 140-c while not adversely impacting
the electrical properties of waves transmitted and re-
ceived by dual-polarized antenna 140-c. In some exam-
ples, close-out layer 910 is approximately 10 thou-
sandths of an inch thick and is made from a material
having a dielectric constant that is similar to dielectric
assemblies 885. In one example, close-out layer 910 is
made from a woven glass PTFE resin.
[0076] As can be seen in exploded view 900-b, dielec-
tric assembly 885-b includes dielectric elements for two
antenna elements of dual-polarized antenna 140-c and
is inserted into the antenna elements prior to covering
with close-out layer 910.
[0077] FIG. 10A shows a view 1000-a illustrating a
waveguide device 1005 for a dual-polarized antenna
140-d in accordance with various aspects of the present
disclosure. The waveguide device 1005 may illustrate,
for example, portions of the waveguide device 305 of
FIG. 3. The waveguide device 1005 may employ the unit
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cells 320 described with reference to FIGs. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7A-
7C, and 8A-8C.
[0078] The waveguide device 1005 includes
waveguide networks connecting transmission port 1010-
a and reception port 1015-a associated with a first basis
polarization POL1 with a set of first common waveguides
1040 for each of the unit cells (only one first common
waveguide 1040 labeled for clarity) of the dual-polarized
antenna 140-d. The waveguide device 1005 also in-
cludes waveguide networks connecting transmission
port 1010-b and reception port 1015-b associated with a
second basis polarization POL2 with a set of second com-
mon waveguides 1050 (only one second common
waveguide 1050 labeled for clarity) for each of the unit
cells of the antenna 140-b.
[0079] The waveguide device 1005 includes a first el-
evation power combiner/divider network 1055-a associ-
ated with POL1 and a second elevation power combin-
er/divider network 1055-b associated with POL2. The first
elevation power combiner/divider network 1055-a may
have M elevation ports 1065-a (only one elevation port
1065-a labeled for clarity) associated with POL1 and the
second elevation power combiner/divider network 1055-
b may have M elevation ports 1065-b (only one elevation
port 1065-a labeled for clarity) associated with POL2.
The elevation power combiner/divider networks 1055
may be of the corporate type and may include equal (e.g.,
substantially equal to manufacturing tolerances)
waveguide path lengths (e.g., equal phases) between
the elevation stage common port and each of the M el-
evation ports. In the illustrated example, M = 8. However,
other designs including more or fewer elevation ports
may be constructed using similar waveguide configura-
tions.
[0080] The waveguide device 1005 includes M azi-
muth combiner/dividers 1035 associated with each of the
first and second basis polarizations POL1 and POL2.
Each azimuth combiner/divider 1035 may connect an el-
evation port 1065 to N common waveguides 1040, 1050
associated with one of the first and second basis polar-
izations POL1 and POL2. The azimuth combiner/divider
1035 may be of the corporate type and may include sub-
stantially equal waveguide path lengths (e.g., equal
phases) between the corresponding elevation port 1065
and each of the N azimuth ports for each basis polariza-
tion.
[0081] FIG. 10B illustrates a portion of an azimuth com-
biner/divider 1035 for waveguide device 1005 in more
detail. FIG. 10B illustrates one half of a 40:1 azimuth
combiner/divider 1035 (e.g., N = 40). However, other de-
signs including larger or smaller azimuth combiner/divid-
er networks are possible using similar waveguide con-
figurations for constructing dual-polarized antennas of
different sizes.
[0082] The waveguide device 1005 may also include
M · N unit cells 320-g. Thus, the waveguide device 1005
may include an M · N combiner/divider feeding N unit
cells 320-g, to result in an antenna with M · N · A antenna

elements. In the illustrated example, M=8, N=40, and
A=4. Thus, FIGs. 10A and 10B illustrate an example dual-
polarized antenna 140-d having 1,280 antenna ele-
ments. In some cases, however, the dual-polarized an-
tenna 140-d may include less than N unit cells 320 for
some rows of azimuth combiner/dividers 1035. For ex-
ample, to reduce the swept profile of the antenna dual-
polarized 140-d, some of the rows of unit cells 320 (e.g.,
towards the top and/or bottom) may include fewer unit
cells 320, resulting in a taper or rounding of the corners
of the dual-polarized antenna 140-d that reduces the size
of a radome used for the dual-polarized antenna 140-d.
[0083] FIG. 11 shows a view 1100 of a portion of a
waveguide device 1105 for a dual-polarized antenna in
accordance with various aspects of the present disclo-
sure. The waveguide device 1105 is a layered assembly
including multiple layers 1110 oriented orthogonally to a
cross-section of the antenna elements 225 of the dual-
polarized antenna. As can be seen in the detail view,
each layer 1110 may include recesses in a top surface,
a bottom surface, or both surfaces of the layer that define
portions of unit cells 320 and waveguide networks such
as elevation power combiner/divider networks 355 and
azimuth combiner/dividers 335 illustrated in FIG. 3.
[0084] In some examples, the layers 1110 are ma-
chined aluminum waveguide sub-assemblies. The ma-
chined waveguide sub-assemblies 1110 may be vacuum
brazed together to form the waveguide device 1105. FIG.
11 illustrates machined waveguide sub-assemblies 1110
for a ridged waveguide device such as that incorporating
unit cells 320-f of FIGs. 8A-8D. However, similar tech-
niques may be used to form waveguide sub-assemblies
1110 for other waveguide devices such as a waveguide
device incorporating unit cells 320-e of FIGs. 7A-7C.
[0085] The detailed description set forth above in con-
nection with the appended drawings describes exempla-
ry embodiments and does not represent the only embod-
iments that may be implemented or that are within the
scope of the claims. The term "example" used throughout
this description means "serving as an example, instance,
or illustration," and not "preferred" or "advantageous over
other embodiments." The detailed description includes
specific details for the purpose of providing an under-
standing of the described techniques. These techniques,
however, may be practiced without these specific details.
In some instances, well-known structures and devices
are shown in block diagram form in order to avoid ob-
scuring the concepts of the described embodiments.
[0086] Information and signals may be represented us-
ing any of a variety of different technologies and tech-
niques. For example, data, instructions, commands, in-
formation, signals, bits, symbols, and chips that may be
referenced throughout the above description may be rep-
resented by voltages, currents, electromagnetic waves,
magnetic fields or particles, optical fields or particles, or
any combination thereof.
[0087] The functions described herein may be imple-
mented in various ways, with different materials, fea-
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tures, shapes, sizes, or the like. Other examples and im-
plementations are within the scope of the disclosure and
appended claims. Features implementing functions may
also be physically located at various positions, including
being distributed such that portions of functions are im-
plemented at different physical locations. Also, as used
herein, including in the claims, "or" as used in a list of
items (for example, a list of items prefaced by a phrase
such as "at least one of"or "one or more of") indicates a
disjunctive list such that, for example, a list of "at least
one of A, B, or C" means A or B or C or AB or AC or BC
or ABC (i.e., A and B and C).
[0088] As used in the present disclosure, the term "par-
allel" is not intended to suggest a limitation to precise
geometric parallelism. For instance, the term "parallel"
as used in the present disclosure is intended to include
typical deviations from geometric parallelism relating to
such considerations as, for example, manufacturing and
assembly tolerances. Furthermore, certain manufactur-
ing process such as molding or casting may require pos-
itive or negative drafting, edge chamfers and/or fillets, or
other features to facilitate any of the manufacturing, as-
sembly, or operation of various components, in which
case certain surfaces may not be geometrically parallel,
but may be parallel in the context of the present disclo-
sure.
[0089] Similarly, as used in the present disclosure, the
terms "orthogonal" and "perpendicular", when used to
describe geometric relationships, are not intended to
suggest a limitation to precise geometric perpendicular-
ity. For instance, the terms "orthogonal" and "perpendic-
ular" as used in the present disclosure are intended to
include typical deviations from geometric perpendicular-
ity relating to such considerations as, for example, man-
ufacturing and assembly tolerances. Furthermore, cer-
tain manufacturing process such as molding or casting
may require positive or negative drafting, edge chamfers
and/or fillets, or other features to facilitate any of the man-
ufacturing, assembly, or operation of various compo-
nents, in which case certain surfaces may not be geo-
metrically perpendicular, but may be perpendicular in the
context of the present disclosure.
[0090] As used in the present disclosure, the term "or-
thogonal," when used to describe electromagnetic polar-
izations, is meant to distinguish two polarizations that are
separable. For instance, two linear polarizations that
have unit vector directions that are separated by 90 de-
grees can be considered orthogonal. For circular polar-
izations, two polarizations are considered orthogonal
when they share a direction of propagation, but are ro-
tating in opposite directions.

Claims

1. A dual-polarized antenna (140) comprising:

a plurality of unit cells (320-a-1...320-a-n), each

unit cell comprising:

a first common waveguide (340) associated
with a first polarization;
a second common waveguide (350) asso-
ciated with a second polarization;
a two-by-two array of antenna elements
(225), each antenna element comprising a
polarizer (250) coupled between an individ-
ual waveguide (220) and first and second
divided waveguides (210, 215) associated
with the first and second polarizations, re-
spectively, wherein a cross-section of the
individual waveguides of the two-by-two ar-
ray defines a unit cell boundary for each unit
cell;
a first waveguide network comprising at
least one waveguide combiner/divider
(330) and connecting each of the first divid-
ed waveguides of the two-by-two array of
antenna elements with the first common
waveguide via a continuous waveguide sig-
nal path; and
a second waveguide network comprising at
least one waveguide combiner/divider
(330) and connecting each of the second
divided waveguides of the two-by-two array
of antenna elements with the second com-
mon waveguide via a continuous
waveguide signal path,

wherein the first waveguide network and the
second waveguide network are each entirely
within a projection of the unit cell boundary along
a direction that is normal to the cross-section
that defines the unit cell boundary,
wherein the dual-polarized antenna comprises
a layered assembly (1110) comprising the plu-
rality of unit cells, the layered assembly com-
prising a plurality of layers (1105) oriented or-
thogonal to the cross-section that defines the
unit cell boundary.

2. A dual-polarized antenna according to claim 1,
wherein each individual waveguide (220) shares
waveguide walls with two other individual
waveguides of the two-by-two array.

3. A dual-polarized antenna according to claim 1 or
claim 2, wherein adjacent individual waveguides of
adjacent unit cells of the plurality of unit cells share
waveguide walls with each other.

4. A dual-polarized antenna according to any preced-
ing claim, wherein:

the first waveguide network comprises:
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a first waveguide combiner/divider coupled
between the first common waveguide and
a first pair of intermediate waveguides;
a set of second waveguide combiner/divid-
ers coupled between the first pair of inter-
mediate waveguides and the first divided
waveguides of the two-by-two array of an-
tenna elements; and

the second waveguide network comprises:
a third waveguide combiner/divider coupled be-
tween the second common waveguide and a
second pair of intermediate waveguides;
a set of fourth waveguide combiner/dividers
coupled between the second pair of intermedi-
ate waveguides and the second divided
waveguides of the two-by-two array of antenna
elements.

5. A dual-polarized antenna according to claim 4,
wherein the first common waveguide (340) and the
second common waveguide (350) are offset in two-
dimensions.

6. A dual-polarized antenna according to claim 4,
wherein the first and third waveguide combiner/di-
viders comprise E-plane combiner/dividers and the
sets of second and fourth waveguide combiner/di-
viders comprise H-plane combiner/dividers.

7. A dual-polarized antenna according to claim 6,
wherein each intermediate waveguide of the first and
second pairs of intermediate waveguides comprises
an H-plane bend section including a transition region
of increasing height such that a height of the each
intermediate waveguide at a corresponding H-plane
combiner/divider is equal to a height of the first and
second common waveguides.

8. A dual-polarized antenna according to claim 4,
wherein the first common waveguide (340) and the
second common waveguide (350) are aligned in a
first dimension, and offset in a second dimension.

9. A dual-polarized antenna according to claim 4,
wherein the first and third waveguide combiner/di-
viders comprise first E-plane combiner/dividers and
the sets of second and fourth waveguide combin-
er/dividers comprise second E-plane combiner/di-
viders.

10. A dual-polarized antenna according to claim 9,
wherein each intermediate waveguide of the first and
second pluralities of intermediate waveguides com-
prises:

a first 90-degree H-plane bend section coupled
with a corresponding first E-plane combiner/di-

vider;
a 180-degree E-plane bend section coupled with
the first 90-degree H-plane bend section;
a second 90-degree H-plane bend section cou-
pled between the 180-degree E-plane bend sec-
tion and a corresponding second E-plane com-
biner/divider, the second 90-degree H-plane
bend section including a transition region of in-
creasing height, wherein a height of the each
intermediate waveguide at the corresponding
second E-plane combiner/divider is equal to a
height of the first and second common
waveguides.

11. A dual-polarized antenna according to any preced-
ing claim, wherein the first and second waveguide
networks are ridged waveguides.

12. A dual-polarized antenna according to any preced-
ing claim, wherein the polarizers (250) comprise sep-
tum polarizers.

13. A dual-polarized antenna according to claim 12,
wherein every other septum polarizer along a dimen-
sion of the dual-polarized antenna is inverted.

14. A dual-polarized antenna according to claim 12,
wherein the septum polarizers of every other unit cell
of the plurality of unit cells along a dimension of the
dual-polarized antenna are inverted.

Patentansprüche

1. Doppelt polarisierte Antenne (140) umfassend:
eine Vielzahl von Einheitszellen (320-a-1 ... 320-a-
n), wobei jede Einheitszelle umfasst:

einen ersten gemeinsamen Wellenleiter (340),
der einer ersten Polarisation zugeordnet ist,
einen zweiten gemeinsamen Wellenleiter (350),
der einer zweiten Polarisation zugeordnet ist,
eine Zwei-Mal-Zwei-Anordnung von Antennen-
elementen (225), wobei jedes Antennenele-
ment einen Polarisator (250) umfasst, der zwi-
schen einen einzelnen Wellenleiter (220) und
erste und zweite geteilte Wellenleiter (210, 215)
gekoppelt ist, die der ersten bzw. der zweiten
Polarisation zugeordnet sind, wobei ein Quer-
schnitt der einzelnen Wellenleiter der Zwei-Mal-
Zwei-Anordnung eine Einheitszellengrenze für
jede Einheitszelle definiert,
ein erstes Wellenleiternetzwerk, das mindes-
tens einen Wellenleiterkombinierer/-teiler (330)
umfasst und jeden der ersten geteilten Wellen-
leiter der Zwei-Mal-Zwei-Anordnung von Anten-
nenelementen mit dem ersten gemeinsamen
Wellenleiter über einen kontinuierlichen Wellen-
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leitersignalpfad verbindet, und
ein zweites Wellenleiternetzwerk, das mindes-
tens einen Wellenleiterkombinierer/-teiler (330)
umfasst und jeden der zweiten geteilten Wellen-
leiter der Zwei-Mal-Zwei-Anordnung von Anten-
nenelementen mit dem zweiten gemeinsamen
Wellenleiter über einen kontinuierlichen Wellen-
leitersignalpfad verbindet,
wobei das erste Wellenleiternetzwerk und das
zweite Wellenleiternetzwerk jeweils vollständig
innerhalb einer Projektion der Einheitszellen-
grenze entlang einer Richtung liegen, die nor-
mal zu dem Querschnitt ist, der die Einheitszel-
lengrenze definiert,
wobei die doppelt polarisierte Antenne eine ge-
schichtete Anordnung (1110) umfasst, die die
Vielzahl von Einheitszellen umfasst, wobei die
geschichtete Anordnung mehrere Schichten
(1105) umfasst, die orthogonal zu dem Quer-
schnitt ausgerichtet sind, der die Einheitszellen-
grenze definiert.

2. Doppelt polarisierte Antenne nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei jeder einzelne Wellenleiter (220) Wellenleiter-
wände mit zwei anderen einzelnen Wellenleitern der
Zwei-Mal-Zwei-Anordnung teilt.

3. Doppelt polarisierte Antenne nach Anspruch 1 oder
Anspruch 2, wobei benachbarte einzelne Wellenlei-
ter benachbarter Einheitszellen der Vielzahl von Ein-
heitszellen Wellenleiterwände miteinander teilen.

4. Doppelt polarisierte Antenne nach einem der vorher-
gehenden Ansprüche, wobei:

das erste Wellenleiternetzwerk umfasst:

einen ersten Wellenleiterkombinierer/-tei-
ler, der zwischen den ersten gemeinsamen
Wellenleiter und ein erstes Paar von Zwi-
schenwellenleitern gekoppelt ist,
einen Satz von zweiten Wellenleiterkombi-
nierern/-teilern, die zwischen das erste
Paar von Zwischenwellenleitern und den
ersten geteilten Wellenleiter der Zwei-Mal-
Zwei-Anordnung von Antennenelementen
gekoppelt sind, und

das zweite Wellenleiternetz umfasst:
einen dritten Wellenleiterkombinierer/-teiler, der
zwischen den zweiten gemeinsamen Wellenlei-
ter und ein zweites Paar von Zwischenwellen-
leitern gekoppelt ist,
einen Satz von vierten Wellenleiterkombinie-
rern/-teilern, die zwischen das zweite Paar von
Zwischenwellenleitern und den zweiten geteil-
ten Wellenleiter der Zwei-Mal-Zwei-Anordnung
von Antennenelementen gekoppelt sind.

5. Doppelt polarisierte Antenne nach Anspruch 4, wo-
bei der erste gemeinsame Wellenleiter (340) und der
zweite gemeinsame Wellenleiter (350) in zwei Di-
mensionen versetzt sind.

6. Doppelt polarisierte Antenne nach Anspruch 4, wo-
bei der erste und dritte Wellenleiterkombinierer/-tei-
ler E-Ebenen-Kombinierer/-teiler umfassen und die
Sätze von zweiten und vierten Wellenleiterkombinie-
rern/-teilern H-Ebenen-Kombinierer umfassen.

7. Doppelt polarisierte Antenne nach Anspruch 6, wo-
bei jeder Zwischenwellenleiter des ersten und zwei-
ten Paares von Zwischenwellenleitern einen H-Ebe-
nen-Biegungsabschnitt umfasst, der einen Über-
gangsbereich mit zunehmender Höhe enthält, so
dass eine Höhe jedes Zwischenwellenleiters bei
dem entsprechenden H-Ebenen-Kombinierer/-teiler
einer Höhe des ersten und zweiten gemeinsamen
Wellenleiters entspricht.

8. Doppelt polarisierte Antenne nach Anspruch 4, wo-
bei der erste gemeinsame Wellenleiter (340) und der
zweite gemeinsame Wellenleiter (350) in einer ers-
ten Dimension ausgerichtet und in einer zweiten Di-
mension versetzt sind.

9. Doppelt polarisierte Antenne nach Anspruch 4, wo-
bei der erste und dritte Wellenleiterkombinierer/-tei-
ler erste E-Ebenen-Kombinierer/-teiler umfassen
und die Sätze von zweiten und vierten Wellenleiter-
kombinierer/-teilern zweite E-Ebenen-Kombinierer/-
teiler umfassen.

10. Doppelt polarisierte Antenne nach Anspruch 9, wo-
bei jeder Zwischenwellenleiter der ersten und zwei-
ten Vielzahl von Zwischenwellenleitern umfasst:

einen ersten 90-Grad-H-Ebenen-Biegungsab-
schnitt, der mit einem entsprechenden ersten E-
Ebenen-Kombinierer/-teiler gekoppelt ist,
ein 180-Grad-E-Ebenen-Biegungsabschnitt,
der mit dem ersten 90-Grad-H-Ebenen-Bie-
gungsabschnitt gekoppelt ist,
einen zweiten 90-Grad-H-Ebenen-Biegungsab-
schnitt, der zwischen den 180-Grad-E-Ebenen-
Biegungsabschnitt und einen entsprechenden
zweiten E-Ebenen-Kombinierer/-teiler gekop-
pelt ist, wobei der zweite 90-Grad-H-Ebenen-
Biegungsabschnitt einen Übergangsbereich zu-
nehmender Höhe enthält, wobei eine Höhe je-
des Zwischenwellenleiters am entsprechenden
zweiten E-Ebenen-Kombinierer/-teiler gleich ei-
ner Höhe des ersten und zweiten gemeinsamen
Wellenleiters ist.

11. Doppelt polarisierte Antenne nach einem der vorher-
gehenden Ansprüche, wobei das erste und das zwei-
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te Wellenleiternetz geriffelte Wellenleiter sind.

12. Doppelt polarisierte Antenne nach einem der vorher-
gehenden Ansprüche, wobei die Polarisatoren (250)
Septumpolarisatoren umfassen.

13. Doppelt polarisierte Antenne nach Anspruch 12, wo-
bei jeder zweite Septumpolarisator entlang einer Di-
mension der doppelt polarisierten Antenne invertiert
ist.

14. Doppelt polarisierte Antenne nach Anspruch 12, wo-
bei die Septumpolarisatoren jeder anderen Einheits-
zelle der Vielzahl von Einheitszellen entlang einer
Dimension der doppelt polarisierten Antenne inver-
tiert sind.

Revendications

1. Antenne à double polarisation (140) comprenant :
une pluralité de cellules élémentaires (320-a-1 ...
320-a-n), chaque cellule élémentaire comprenant :

un premier guide d’ondes commun (340) asso-
cié à une première polarisation ; un deuxième
guide d’ondes commun (350) associé à une
deuxième polarisation ; un réseau deux par
deux d’éléments d’antenne (225), chaque élé-
ment d’antenne comprenant un polariseur (250)
couplé entre un guide d’ondes individuel (220)
et des premier et second guides d’ondes divisés
(210, 215) associés aux première et seconde
polarisations, respectivement, dans lequel une
section transversale des guides d’ondes indivi-
duels du réseau deux par deux définit une limite
de cellule unitaire pour chaque cellule unitaire ;
un premier réseau de guides d’ondes compre-
nant au moins un combineur / diviseur de guides
d’ondes (330) et connectant chacun des pre-
miers guides d’ondes divisés du réseau deux
par deux d’éléments d’antenne au premier guide
d’ondes commun via un trajet de signal de guide
d’ondes continu ; et
un second réseau de guides d’ondes compre-
nant au moins un combineur / diviseur de guides
d’ondes (330) et connectant chacun des se-
conds guides d’ondes divisés du réseau deux
par deux d’éléments d’antenne au second guide
d’ondes commun via un trajet de signal de guide
d’ondes continu,
dans lequel le premier réseau de guides d’ondes
et le second réseau de guides d’ondes sont cha-
cun entièrement à l’intérieur d’une projection de
la limite de cellule unitaire le long d’une direction
qui est normale à la section transversale qui dé-
finit la limite de cellule unitaire,
dans lequel l’antenne à double polarisation com-

prend un ensemble en couches (1110) compre-
nant la pluralité de cellules unitaires, l’ensemble
en couches comprenant une pluralité de cou-
ches (1105) orientées pour être orthogonales à
la section transversale qui définit la limite de cel-
lule unitaire.

2. Antenne à double polarisation selon la revendication
1, dans laquelle chaque guide d’ondes individuel
(220) partage des parois de guide d’ondes avec deux
autres guides d’ondes individuels du réseau deux
par deux.

3. Antenne à double polarisation selon la revendication
1 ou la revendication 2, dans laquelle des guides
d’ondes individuels adjacents de cellules unitaires
adjacentes de la pluralité de cellules unitaires par-
tagent des parois de guide d’ondes les uns avec les
autres.

4. Antenne à double polarisation selon l’une quelcon-
que des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle :
le premier réseau de guides d’ondes comprend :

un premier combineur / diviseur de guide d’on-
des couplé entre le premier guide d’ondes com-
mun et une première paire de guides d’ondes
intermédiaires ;
un ensemble de seconds combinateurs / divi-
seurs de guides d’ondes couplés entre la pre-
mière paire de guides d’ondes intermédiaires et
les premiers guides d’ondes divisés du réseau
deux par deux d’éléments d’antenne ; et
le deuxième réseau de guides d’ondes
comprend :

un troisième combineur / diviseur de guide
d’ondes couplé entre le deuxième guide
d’ondes commun et une deuxième paire de
guides d’ondes intermédiaires ;
un ensemble de quatrièmes combinateurs
/ diviseurs de guides d’ondes couplés entre
la seconde paire de guides d’ondes inter-
médiaires et les seconds guides d’ondes di-
visés des éléments d’antenne réseau deux
par deux.

5. Antenne bi-polarisée selon la revendication 4, dans
laquelle le premier guide d’ondes commun (340) et
le second guide d’ondes commun (350) sont décalés
en deux dimensions.

6. Antenne à double polarisation selon la revendication
4, dans laquelle le premier et le troisième combineur
/ diviseur de guide d’ondes comprennent un combi-
neur / diviseur de plan E et les ensembles de deuxiè-
me et quatrième combineur / diviseur de guide d’on-
de comprennent un combineur / diviseur de plan H.
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7. Antenne à double polarisation selon la revendication
6, dans laquelle chaque guide d’ondes intermédiaire
des première et seconde paires de guides d’ondes
intermédiaires comprend une section de courbure
dans le plan H comprenant une région de transition
de hauteur croissante de telle sorte qu’une hauteur
de chaque guide d’ondes intermédiaire au niveau
d’un combineur / diviseur de plan H correspondant
est égal à une hauteur des premier et second guides
d’ondes communs.

8. Antenne à double polarisation selon la revendication
4, dans laquelle le premier guide d’ondes commun
(340) et le second guide d’ondes commun (350) sont
alignés dans une première dimension, et décalés
dans une seconde dimension.

9. Antenne à double polarisation selon la revendication
4, dans laquelle le premier et le troisième combineur
/ diviseur de guide d’ondes comprennent un premier
combineur / diviseur de plan E et les ensembles de
deuxième et quatrième combineur / diviseur de guide
d’onde comprennent un deuxième combineur / divi-
seur de plan E.

10. Antenne à double polarisation selon la revendication
9, dans laquelle chaque guide d’ondes intermédiaire
des première et seconde pluralités de guides d’on-
des intermédiaires comprend :

une première section de courbure de plan H à
90 degrés couplée à un premier combineur / di-
viseur de plan E correspondant ;
une section de pliage de plan E à 180 degrés
couplée à la première section de pliage de plan
H à 90 degrés ;
une deuxième section de courbure de plan H à
90 degrés couplée entre la section de courbure
de plan E à 180 degrés et un deuxième combi-
neur / diviseur de plan E correspondant, la
deuxième section de courbure de plan H à 90
degrés comprenant une région de transition de
hauteur croissante, dans lequel une hauteur de
chaque guide d’ondes intermédiaire au niveau
du second combineur / diviseur de plan E cor-
respondant est égale à une hauteur des premier
et second guides d’ondes communs.

11. Antenne à double polarisation selon l’une quelcon-
que des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle
les premier et second réseaux de guides d’ondes
sont des guides d’ondes striés.

12. Antenne à double polarisation selon l’une quelcon-
que des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle
les polariseurs (250) comprennent des polariseurs
à septum.

13. Antenne à double polarisation selon la revendication
12, dans laquelle tout autre polariseur à septum le
long d’une dimension de l’antenne à double polari-
sation est inversé.

14. Antenne à double polarisation selon la revendication
12, dans laquelle les polariseurs à septum de chaque
autre cellule élémentaire de la pluralité de cellules
élémentaires le long d’une dimension de l’antenne
à double polarisation sont inversés.
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