
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

77
8 

90
6

A
1

TEPZZ 7789Z6A_T
(11) EP 2 778 906 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
17.09.2014 Bulletin 2014/38

(21) Application number: 14158460.7

(22) Date of filing: 10.03.2014

(51) Int Cl.:
G06F 9/38 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME

(30) Priority: 11.03.2013 KR 20130025509

(71) Applicant: Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd.
Suwon-si Gyeonggi-do 443-742 (KR)

(72) Inventors:  
• Kwon, Kwon Taek

Yongin-si 446-712
Gyeonggi-do (KR)

• Woo, Sang Oak
Yongin-si 446-712
Gyeonggi-do (KR)

• Lee, Shi Hwa
Yongin-si 446-712 
Gyeonggi-do (KR)

• Jung, Seok Yoon
Yongin-si 446-712
Gyeonggi-do (KR)

(74) Representative: Grünecker, Kinkeldey, 
Stockmair & Schwanhäusser
Leopoldstrasse 4
80802 München (DE)

(54) Apparatus and method for non-blocking execution on static scheduled processor

(57) An apparatus and method for non-blocking ex-
ecution of a static scheduled processor, the apparatus
including a processor to process at least one operation
using transferred input data, and an input buffer used to
transfer the input data to the processor, and store a result
of processing the at least one operation, wherein the

processor may include at least one functional unit (FU)
to execute the at least one operation, and the at least
one FU may process the transferred input data using at
least one of a regular latency operation and an irregular
latency operation.
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Description

1. Field

[0001] The following description relates to an appara-
tus and method for non-blocking execution of a static
scheduled processor that may maintain an operation abil-
ity without switching the entire processor to a stall state
for a long cycle when a latency greater than an expected
latency occurs during an operation with respect to input
data.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] A static scheduled processor refers to a proc-
essor which determines an order in which and a func-
tional unit (FU) by which an operation to be applied to
input data is to be executed, when compiling. Among
software pipelining algorithms, a Samsung Reconfigura-
ble Processor (SRP), which determines a schedule, may
correspond to the static scheduled processor.
[0003] An operation schedule of a processor may be
generated for an operation to produce an optimal execu-
tion performance, in view of an available FU, a point in
time at which input data for the operation is prepared,
and a latency of the operation, for example.
[0004] Here, computation of an accurate timing for a
regular latency operation, more particularly, an operation
of which a latency is regular, may be possible when com-
piling, and thus, an optimal schedule may be generated.
However, in a case of an irregular latency operation, more
particularly, when an operation of which a latency is ir-
regular, a method of generating a schedule by assuming
a single latency value when compiling, and handling an
occurrence of a latency differing from the assumed la-
tency at a runtime may be employed.

SUMMARY

[0005] In a static schedule based processor, opera-
tions are scheduled to be executed in an order deter-
mined at compile time, and each operation is allocated
a predetermined time period in which to execute. There-
fore, if an operation requires a longer time for execution
than the allocated time, the processor may be stalled,
and performance suffers.
[0006] Accordingly, when an operation is determined
to exceed its allocated execution time, the processor may
output a dummy value rather than stall. Therefore, a sub-
sequent operation may be executed without delay. The
operation determined to exceed its allocated execution
time may then be re-executed to obtain a result based
on a normal completion of the operation.
[0007] Because re-execution of an operation may be
performed in less time than a delay caused by a stall,
performance of the processor may be improved.
[0008] The foregoing and/or other aspects may be
achieved by providing an apparatus for non-blocking ex-

ecution of a static scheduled processor, the apparatus
including a processor to process at least one operation
using transferred input data, and an input buffer used to
transfer the input data to the processor, and store a result
of processing the at least one operation. Here, the proc-
essor may include at least one functional unit (FU) to
execute the at least one operation, and the at least one
FU may process the transferred input data using at least
one of a regular latency operation and an irregular latency
operation.
[0009] The at least one FU may determine whether the
input data is to be processed using the regular latency
operation or the irregular latency operation.
[0010] When the input data is determined to be proc-
essed using the irregular latency operation, the at least
one FU may verify whether a value resulting from a pre-
vious operation with respect to the input data is stored in
the input buffer.
[0011] When the value resulting from the previous op-
eration is stored in the input buffer, the at least one FU
may output the value resulting from the previous opera-
tion after expiration of an expected latency defined by a
schedule.
[0012] When the value resulting from the previous op-
eration is absent in the input buffer, the at least one FU
may execute an operation, and determine whether an
extra latency occurs during execution of the operation.
[0013] When an extra latency occurs during execution
of the operation, the at least one FU may output a dummy
value and record a state bit corresponding to the output
dummy value in the input buffer.
[0014] The at least one FU may record a final value
resulting from the operation in the input buffer after the
execution of the operation for which the extra latency
occurs is terminated.
[0015] When an extra latency does not occur during
execution of the operation, the at least one FU may output
a value resulting from the execution of the operation, and
record the output resulting value in the input buffer.
[0016] The input buffer may include a state register
and a result buffer. The state register may store a state
with respect to the input data, and the result buffer may
store a value resulting from a previous operation.
[0017] The state register may store a state associated
with whether the operation with respect to the input data
is to be re-executed.
[0018] The foregoing and/or other aspects may be
achieved by providing a static scheduled processor, in-
cluding an operation processing unit to receive input data
transferred from an input buffer, and execute an opera-
tion using a plurality of FUs, a determiner to determine
whether an extra latency occurs in at least one of the
plurality of FUs during execution of the operation with
respect to the input data, and a storage processing unit
to output a dummy value, and store the dummy value in
the input buffer when an extra latency occurs.
[0019] The operation processing unit may verify
whether a value resulting from a previous operation with
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respect to the transferred input data is stored in the input
buffer, and output the value resulting from the previous
operation after expiration of an expected latency defined
by a schedule, when the value resulting from the previous
operation is stored in the input buffer.
[0020] The operation processing unit may verify
whether a value resulting from a previous operation with
respect to the transferred input data is stored in the input
buffer, and execute an operation of the input data, when
the value resulting from the previous operation is absent
in the input buffer.
[0021] The foregoing and/or other aspects may be
achieved by providing a method for non-blocking execu-
tion of a static scheduled processor, the method including
processing, by a processor, at least one operation using
transferred input data, and transferring, using an input
buffer, the input data to the processor, and storing a result
of processing the at least one operation. Here, the
processing may include processing the transferred input
data using at least one of a regular latency operation and
an irregular latency operation.
[0022] The processing may include determining
whether the input data is to be processed using the reg-
ular latency operation or the irregular latency operation.
[0023] The processing may include verifying whether
a value resulting from a previous operation with respect
to the input data is stored in the input buffer, when the
input data is determined to be processed using the irreg-
ular latency operation.
[0024] The processing may include outputting the val-
ue resulting from the previous operation after expiration
of an expected latency defined by a schedule, when the
value resulting from the previous operation is stored in
the input buffer.
[0025] The processing may include executing an op-
eration and determining whether an extra latency occurs
during execution of the operation, when the value result-
ing from the previous operation is absent in the input
buffer.
[0026] The processing may include outputting a dum-
my value and recording a state bit corresponding to the
output dummy value in the input buffer, when an extra
latency occurs during execution of the operation.
[0027] The processing may include recording a final
value resulting from the operation in the input buffer after
the execution of the operation for which the extra latency
occurs is terminated.
[0028] The processing may include outputting a value
resulting from execution of the operation, and recording
the output resulting value in the input buffer, when an
extra latency does not occur during the execution of the
operation.
[0029] The foregoing and/or other aspects may be
achieved by providing an operating method of a static
scheduled processor, the method including receiving, by
an operation processing unit, input data transferred from
an input buffer, and executing an operation using a plu-
rality of FUs, determining, by a determiner, whether an

extra latency occurs in at least one of the plurality of FUs
during execution of the operation with respect to the input
data, and outputting, by a storage processing unit, a dum-
my value, and storing the dummy value in the input buffer
when an extra latency occurs.
[0030] The performing may include verifying whether
a value resulting from a previous operation with respect
to the transferred input data is stored in the input buffer,
and outputting the value resulting from the previous op-
eration after expiration of an expected latency defined
by a schedule, when the value resulting from the previous
operation is stored in the input buffer.
[0031] The performing may include verifying whether
a value resulting from a previous operation with respect
to the transferred input data is stored in the input buffer,
and executing an operation of the input data, when the
value resulting from the previous operation is absent in
the input buffer.
[0032] Additional aspects of embodiments will be set
forth in part in the description which follows and, in part,
will be apparent from the description, or may be learned
by practice of the disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0033] These and/or other aspects will become appar-
ent and more readily appreciated from the following de-
scription of embodiments, taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings of which:

FIG. 1 illustrates an apparatus for non-blocking ex-
ecution of a static scheduled processor according to
example embodiments;
FIG. 2 illustrates an input buffer of an apparatus for
non-blocking execution according to example em-
bodiments;
FIG. 3 illustrates a static scheduled processor ac-
cording to example embodiments;
FIG. 4 illustrates a method for non-blocking execu-
tion of a static scheduled processor according to ex-
ample embodiments; and
FIG. 5 illustrates an operating method of a processor
according to example embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0034] Reference will now be made in detail to embod-
iments, examples of which are illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, wherein like reference numerals refer
to like elements throughout. Embodiments are described
below to explain the present disclosure by referring to
the figures.
[0035] When it is determined that a detailed description
is related to a related known function or configuration
which may make the purpose of the present disclosure
unnecessarily ambiguous in the description, such a de-
tailed description will be omitted. Also, terminologies
used herein are defined to appropriately describe the ex-
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emplary embodiments and thus may be changed de-
pending on a user, the intent of an operator, or a custom.
Accordingly, the terminologies must be defined based on
the following overall description of this specification.
[0036] FIG. 1 illustrates an apparatus 100 for non-
blocking execution of a static scheduled processor ac-
cording to example embodiments.
[0037] Referring to FIG. 1, the apparatus 100 may in-
clude an input buffer 110, and a processor 120.
[0038] Hereinafter, the processor may include a static
schedule based processor.
[0039] The processor 120 may process at least one
operation using transferred input data.
[0040] The input buffer 110 may be used to transfer
the input data to the processor 120, and store a result of
processing the at least one operation.
[0041] The processor 120 may include at least one
functional unit (FU) 121 configured to execute at least
one operation, respectively.
[0042] The at least one FU 121 may process the trans-
ferred input data using at least one of a regular latency
operation and an irregular latency operation.
[0043] The at least one FU 121 may identify input data,
and determine whether the input data is to be processed
using the regular latency operation or the irregular laten-
cy operation, based on a result of the identifying.
[0044] The at least one FU 121 may process the input
data using the regular latency operation when a latency
of an operation is regular such that accurate timing com-
putation and optimal schedule generation are possible
when compiling.
[0045] Conversely, in case a latency of an operation
with respect to input data is irregular, the at least one FU
121 may generate a schedule by assuming a single la-
tency value when compiling. Accordingly, the at least one
FU 121 may maintain an operation ability without switch-
ing to a stall state for a long cycle, although a latency
differing from the assumed latency occurs during a runt-
ime.
[0046] In particular, the apparatus 100 may maintain
a non-blocking characteristic while performing an oper-
ation of the static schedule based processor.
[0047] The at least one FU 121 may record a final value
resulting from the operation in the input buffer 110 after
the execution of the operation for which an extra latency
occurs is terminated.
[0048] The processor 120 may determine an order in
which and an FU by which an operation to be applied
with respect to input data is to be executed, when com-
piling.
[0049] The processor 120 may be based on a static
schedule and thus, may have smaller and simpler hard-
ware, when compared to a dynamic schedule based
processor. In addition, the processor 120 may not stall
an operation of the processor 120 for a time period cor-
responding to an extra latency occurring. Accordingly, it
is possible to resolve an issue of a typical static scheduled
processor incapable of handling a latency occurring at a

runtime.
[0050] Among operations executed by the processor
120, operations executable without being affected by an
external factor may continuously generate regular laten-
cies. For example, in a case of a cache hit while an op-
eration is being processed by referring to a cache mem-
ory, and the like, an extra latency other than a predeter-
mined latency may not occur. The processor 120 may
process such operations using the regular latency oper-
ation.
[0051] With respect to operations including an opera-
tion affected by an external factor, such as an access to
an external memory, for example, or operations for per-
forming a selective operation depending on a condition,
the typical processor may generate a different latency
each time such operations are executed. The processor
120 may process such operations using the irregular la-
tency operation.
[0052] For example, when the typical processor per-
forms an operation of accessing an external memory
through a data cache, the operation may be changed
based on whether a cache hit or a cache miss occurs,
and a latency required for the performance may be
changed. In addition, although an identical cache miss
occurs, an amount of time expended for accessing the
external memory may differ each time and thus, the la-
tency required for the performance may be changed.
[0053] Conversely, the processor 120 may designate
a determined value as a latency for each operation to be
executed. The designated value may be the same value
for all operations, or may not be the same value for all
operations to be executed. Accordingly, the processor
120 may generate a schedule to produce an optimal ex-
ecution performance based on the designated latency,
and operate according to the determined schedule at a
runtime.
[0054] When a greater amount of time is necessary for
executing a predetermined operation at a runtime, the
processor 120 may not maintain a stall state based on
an extra latency for system efficiency, and may not stand
by until processing of the predetermined operation is
completed. In addition, the processor 120 may ignore the
predetermined operation for which an extra latency oc-
curs, and may not output incorrect data.
[0055] In particular, when an extra latency other than
the designated latency occurs, the processor 120 may
be incapable of executing a subsequent operation using
a result of the operation at a point in time determined by
a schedule. More particularly, when the latency is greater
than a pre-designated value, the subsequent operation
using the result of the operation may not be executed at
the point in time determined by the schedule.
[0056] In a case of such a situation, in general, a proc-
essor may be stalled for a time period corresponding to
an extra latency occurring, and execution of an operation
according to the original schedule may be resumed when
a predetermined operation is completed.
[0057] When an extra latency other than the designat-
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ed latency occurs, the processor 120 may output a dum-
my value corresponding to a meaningless value, through
an FU 121 processing the predetermined operation. In
addition, a state bit corresponding to the output dummy
value may be stored as a resulting value in the input
buffer 110, through a result store signal 140.
[0058] The input buffer 110 may store a value resulting
from a plurality of irregular latency operations with re-
spect to the input data.
[0059] The processor 120 may store a value resulting
from an irregular latency operation for each entry, and
look up a previously stored resulting value through a re-
sult lookup signal 130, before the predetermined opera-
tion is processed.
[0060] In particular, before processing the predeter-
mined operation, the processor 120 may verify whether
re-execution is to be performed by the FU 121 since a
state bit corresponding to a dummy value is stored in a
previous resulting value of input data being input. For
example, in a case of an irregular latency operation, the
processor 120 may first look up the previous resulting
value to verify whether a value resulting from an operation
with respect to corresponding data is stored in the input
buffer 110, at a point in time at which the operation is
initiated.
[0061] When the corresponding resulting value is
present, the processor 120 may output the found result-
ing value after expiration of an expected latency defined
by a schedule, in lieu of re-executing the operation. When
a state bit corresponding to the dummy value is input, or
the resulting value is absent in the input buffer 110, the
processor 120 may re-execute the corresponding oper-
ation in a valid operation.
[0062] When the operation is completed within the ex-
pected latency as a result of executing by the FU 121,
the processor 120 may output a value resulting from a
valid operation.
[0063] When the operation is not completed within the
expected latency as a result of executing by the FU 121,
the processor 120 may output a dummy value. When the
processor 120 executes an operation in reality, a corre-
sponding resulting value may be stored in the input buffer
110, irrespective of a latency.
[0064] The processor 120 may output the dummy val-
ue in order to avoid stalling the operation of the processor
120 for a time period corresponding to an occurrence of
an extra latency, and may not output an incorrect result-
ing value caused by the dummy value.
[0065] The processor 120 may verify whether a dummy
value is previously output for all intermediate operations
for outputting a final result of execution with respect to
input data.
[0066] In particular, the processor 120 may terminate
an operation within a designated latency to output a nor-
mal output value, and store the output value in the input
buffer 110. In this instance, the processor 120 may trans-
mit a complete flag to the input buffer 110 through a com-
plete flag signal 150. In so doing, the input buffer 110

may be used to identify the complete flag corresponding
to the stored output value, and indicate that the operation
with respect to the input data is terminated normally.
[0067] The normally terminated input data may be out-
put externally as output data, and used for subsequent
processing. A normally output entry may be deleted from
the input buffer 110.
[0068] When a complete flag is not identified, corre-
sponding input data may be determined to be a result
including a dummy value, and retransmitted from the in-
put buffer 110 to the processor 120 at a proper point in
time, whereby a process of an operation may be re-
sumed.
[0069] In particular, the processor 120 may sense a
result of an irregular latency operation greater than an
expected latency, among operations with respect to input
data, and enable the operation with respect to the corre-
sponding data to be executed again. In this instance, a
resulting value of previous processing may be stored at
a location corresponding to the input data in the input
buffer 110.
[0070] In so doing, a predetermined schedule may be
maintained with respect to an exceptional latency and
simultaneously, identical operation results may be
achieved. In addition, because the entire processor may
not be stalled for a time period corresponding to an extra
latency, a processing performance of the processor may
be increased.
[0071] According to example embodiments, when the
apparatus 100 is used, deterioration in an operation abil-
ity caused by a stall state of the entire processor for a
long cycle may be prevented although a latency greater
than an expected latency occurs during an operation with
respect to input data.
[0072] According to example embodiments, when the
apparatus 100 is used, although a latency greater than
an expected latency occurs, a processor may process a
corresponding operation value as a dummy value without
stalling the operation, thereby continuously executing an
operation normally with respect to subsequent data. Lat-
er, when the original execution of the operation and pend-
ing extra latency operations, such as external memory
access, for example, are complete, the processor may
re-execute the operation with respect to the data proc-
essed as the dummy value. In particular, a stall cycle
corresponding to an extra latency may be reduced,
whereas a processing performance corresponding to re-
operation with respect to the corresponding data may be
increased.
[0073] In general, a processor expends about 10 to 50
cycles for an operation with respect to a single item of
input data. In contrast, about 100 to 300 cycles may be
expended for an extra latency of a cache memory access
operation.
[0074] Accordingly, when the apparatus 100 is used,
a waste of cycle resulting from 100 to 300 stall cycles
expended each time an extra latency occurs may be pre-
vented, and performance may be increased with only 10
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to 50 cycles required for re-execution of an operation.
[0075] FIG. 2 illustrates an input buffer 200 of an ap-
paratus for non-blocking execution according to example
embodiments.
[0076] Referring to FIG. 2, the input buffer 200 may
store at least one piece of input data to be classified for
each entry based on an order the at least one piece of
input data is input.
[0077] When input data is supplied from an external
environment to a processor, the input data may be stored
in the input buffer 200.
[0078] The input buffer 200 may be used to select a
single entry 210 from among stored entries, and transfer
the selected entry 210 as an actual input of the processor.
[0079] The entry 210 may include a state bit 211, input
data 212, and a result buffer 213.
[0080] Contents to be stored with respect to the entry
210 in the input buffer 200 may include the input data
212, state information of the entry 210, and a value re-
sulting from a plurality of irregular latency operations. The
processor may store a value resulting from an irregular
latency operation with respect to the entry 210, and also
retrieve the stored resulting value.
[0081] In particular, the processor may store a com-
plete flag in the state bit 211, based on a result of process-
ing the input data 212 by an FU. The processor may verify
the state bit 211 of the input buffer 200 to determine
whether the corresponding input data 212 is to be re-
executed.
[0082] The input data 212 may refer to a unit to be
processed by an FU, and may be accumulated in the
input buffer 200 in an order in which the input data 212
is stored.
[0083] The result buffer 213 may store a resulting value
obtained by processing the input data 212 by an FU.
When an extra latency occurs in the FU, a state bit cor-
responding to a dummy value may be recorded in the
result buffer 213. In addition, when the state bit corre-
sponding to the dummy value is recorded in the result
buffer 213, a complete flag may not be recorded in the
state bit 211.
[0084] The entry 210 transferred as the input of the
processor may remain in the input buffer 200, rather than
being deleted. The entry 210 may be deleted at a point
in time at which output data is generated as all processes
are completed.
[0085] FIG. 3 illustrates a static scheduled processor
300 according to example embodiments.
[0086] Referring to FIG. 3, the static scheduled proc-
essor 300 may include an operation processing unit 310,
a determiner 320, and a storage processing unit 330.
[0087] When reference is to be made to an external
memory, an amount of time to be expended for accessing
the external memory may be changed each time and
thus, a latency for execution may be changed although
an identical cache miss occurs.
[0088] The static scheduled processor 300 may des-
ignate a determined value as a latency for all operations

to be executed. Accordingly, the static scheduled proc-
essor 300 may generate a schedule to produce an opti-
mal execution performance based on the designated la-
tency, and operate according to the determined schedule
at a runtime.
[0089] The operation processing unit 310 may receive
input data from an input buffer, and execute an operation
using a plurality of FUs.
[0090] The determiner 320 may determine whether an
extra latency occurs in at least one of the plurality of FUs
during execution of the operation with respect to the input
data.
[0091] The storage processing unit 330 may output a
dummy value, and store the dummy value in the input
buffer when an extra latency occurs.
[0092] In this instance, the static scheduled processor
300 may proceed with a subsequent operation, without
stalling the operation with respect to the input data.
[0093] The static scheduled processor 300 may proc-
ess the operation with respect to the input data, based
on a predetermined latency. When the operation
processing unit 310 performs an operation of accessing
the external memory through a data cache, the operation
may be changed based on whether a cache hit or a cache
miss occurs, and an extra latency required for the per-
formance may be generated.
[0094] For example, when a greater amount of time is
expended for executing a predetermined operation at a
runtime, the static scheduled processor 300 may not
maintain a stall state based on the extra latency for sys-
tem efficiency, and may not stand by until the processing
of the predetermined operation is completed. In addition,
the static scheduled processor 300 may ignore the pre-
determined operation for which an extra latency occurs
and thus, avoid outputting incorrect data.
[0095] In particular, when an extra latency other than
a designated latency occurs, the static scheduled proc-
essor 300 may be incapable of executing a subsequent
operation using a result of the operation at a point in time
determined by a schedule. More particularly, when the
latency is greater than a pre-designated value, the sub-
sequent operation using the result of the operation may
not be executed at the point in time determined by the
schedule.
[0096] In such a situation, the storage processing unit
330 may output a dummy value and store the dummy
value in the input buffer, when an extra latency occurs.
[0097] The operation processing unit 310 may verify
whether a value resulting from a previous operation with
respect to the input data transferred from the input buffer
is stored. When the value resulting from the previous
operation is stored, the operation processing unit 310
may output the value resulting from the previous opera-
tion after an expected latency defined by the schedule
expires.
[0098] When the value resulting from the previous op-
eration is absent in the input buffer, the operation
processing unit 310 may re-execute the operation with
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respect to the input data.
[0099] According to example embodiments, when the
static scheduled processor 300 is used, deterioration in
an operational ability caused by a stall state of the entire
processor for a long cycle may be prevented although a
latency greater than an expected latency occurs during
an operation with respect to input data.
[0100] According to example embodiments, when the
static scheduled processor 300 is used, although a la-
tency greater than an expected latency occurs, the static
scheduled processor 300 may process a corresponding
operation value as a dummy value without stalling the
operation, thereby continuously executing an operation
normally with respect to subsequent data. In the future,
the static scheduled processor 300 may re-execute the
operation with respect to the data processed as the dum-
my value. In particular, a stall cycle corresponding to an
extra latency may be reduced, whereas a processing per-
formance corresponding to reoperation with respect to
the corresponding data may be increased.
[0101] In general, a processor expends about 10 to 50
cycles for an operation with respect to a single item of
input data. In contrast, about 100 to 300 cycles may be
expended for an extra latency of a cache memory access
operation.
[0102] Accordingly, when the static scheduled proces-
sor 300 is used, a waste of cycle resulting from 100 to
300 stall cycles expended each time an extra latency
occurs may be prevented, and performance may be in-
creased with only 10 to 50 cycles required for re-execu-
tion of an operation.
[0103] FIG. 4 illustrates a method for non-blocking ex-
ecution of a static scheduled processor according to ex-
ample embodiments.
[0104] Referring to FIG. 4, in operation 401, an input
buffer may be used to transfer input data to a processor.
[0105] In operation 402, the processor may process at
least one operation using the transferred input data.
[0106] In operation 403, the input buffer may be used
to transfer the input data to the processor, and store a
result of processing the at least one operation.
[0107] In order to process the at least one operation,
the transferred input data may be processed using at
least one of a regular latency operation and an irregular
latency operation.
[0108] An operation with respect to the input data may
be processed based on a predetermined latency. In this
instance, the operation with respect to the input data may
be executed by applying the regular latency operation.
[0109] When an operation of accessing an external
memory through a data cache is performed, the operation
may be changed based on whether a cache hit or a cache
miss occurs, and an extra latency for the performance
may be generated. In this instance, the operation with
respect to the input data may be executed by applying
the irregular latency operation.
[0110] In order to process the at least one operation,
whether the input data is to be processed using the reg-

ular latency operation or the irregular latency operation
may be determined.
[0111] When it is determined that the input data is to
be processed using the irregular latency operation,
whether a value resulting from a previous operation with
respect to the input data is stored in the input buffer may
be verified.
[0112] When the value resulting from the previous op-
eration is stored in the input buffer, the value resulting
from the previous operation may be output after expira-
tion of an expected latency defined by a schedule.
[0113] When the value resulting from the previous op-
eration is absent in the input buffer, the operation may
be executed, and whether an extra latency occurs during
the execution of the operation may be determined.
[0114] When an extra latency occurs during the exe-
cution of the operation, due to a cache miss, for example,
a dummy value may be output and a state bit correspond-
ing to the output dummy value may be recorded in the
input buffer to indicate that a resulting value is incorrect.
[0115] When an extra latency does not occur during
the execution of the operation, a value resulting from the
execution of the operation may be output. In addition, the
output resulting value may be recorded in the input buffer.
[0116] According to example embodiments, when the
method of FIG. 4 is used, deterioration in an operational
ability caused by a stall state of the entire processor for
a long cycle may be prevented although a latency greater
than an expected latency occurs during an operation with
respect to input data.
[0117] According to example embodiments, when the
method of FIG. 4 is used, although a latency greater than
an expected latency occurs, a processor may process a
corresponding operation value as a dummy value without
stalling the operation, thereby continuously executing an
operation normally with respect to subsequent data. Lat-
er, the processor may re-execute the operation with re-
spect to the data processed as the dummy value. In par-
ticular, a stall cycle corresponding to an extra latency
may be reduced, whereas a processing performance cor-
responding to reoperation with respect to the correspond-
ing data may be increased.
[0118] FIG. 5 illustrates an operating method of a proc-
essor according to example embodiments.
[0119] According to the present embodiments, input
data transferred from an input buffer may be received,
and an operation with respect to the input data may be
executed. Whether an extra latency occurs in at least
one of a plurality of FUs during the operation with respect
to the input data may be determined. When an extra la-
tency occurs, a dummy value may be output and stored
in the input buffer.
[0120] In particular, in operation 501, whether the
transferred input data is to be processed using a regular
operation or an irregular operation may be determined
before the operation with respect to the input data from
the input buffer is executed. For example, when a com-
plete flag with respect to corresponding input data is set
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in a state bit of the input buffer, the input data may be
processed using the regular operation.
[0121] When the input data is determined to be proc-
essed using the regular operation, a predetermined op-
eration with respect to the input data may be executed
in operation 502, and a valid value resulting from the
execution may be output in operation 503.
[0122] When the input data is determined to be proc-
essed using the irregular operation, whether a value re-
sulting from a previous operation with respect to the input
data transferred from the input buffer is stored may be
verified in order to execute the operation, in operation
504.
[0123] When the value resulting from the previous op-
eration is stored, the value resulting from the previous
operation may be output as a valid value, in operation
503. In particular, the value resulting from the previous
operation may be output after expiration of an expected
latency defined by a schedule.
[0124] When the value resulting from the previous op-
eration is absent, the operation with respect to the input
data may be executed in operation 505.
[0125] In operation 506, whether an extra latency oc-
curs during execution of the operation with respect to the
input data may be determined. For example, if an oper-
ation does not finish after a designated latency of 4 cycles
of execution, extra latency for the operation may be de-
termined to have occurred. However, the disclosure is
not limited to the above-described determination, and
other methods of determining whether an extra latency
occurs may be used.
[0126] When an extra latency does not occur, a value
resulting from the execution may be recorded in the input
buffer, in operation 507. When an extra latency occurs,
a dummy value may be output in order to prevent stalling
of the processor, in operation 508.
[0127] In operation 509, the output dummy value may
be stored in the input buffer.
[0128] According to example embodiments, when the
method of FIG. 5 is used, deterioration in an operational
ability caused by a stall state of the entire processor for
a long cycle may be prevented although a latency greater
than an expected latency occurs during an operation with
respect to input data.
[0129] According to example embodiments, when the
method of FIG. 5 is used, although a latency greater than
an expected latency occurs, a processor may process a
corresponding operation value as a dummy value without
stalling the operation, thereby continuously executing an
operation normally with respect to subsequent data. In
the future, the processor may re-execute the operation
with respect to the data processed as the dummy value.
[0130] The method according to the above-described
embodiments may be recorded in non-transitory compu-
ter-readable media including program instructions to im-
plement various operations embodied by a computer.
The media may also include, alone or in combination with
the program instructions, data files, data structures, and

the like. The program instructions recorded on the media
may be those specially designed and constructed for the
purposes of embodiments, or they may be of the kind
well-known and available to those having skill in the com-
puter software arts. Examples of non-transitory compu-
ter-readable media include magnetic media such as hard
disks, floppy disks, and magnetic tape; optical media
such as CD ROM discs and DVDs; magneto-optical me-
dia such as optical discs; and hardware devices that are
specially configured to store and perform program in-
structions, such as read-only memory (ROM), random
access memory (RAM), flash memory, and the like. The
computer-readable media may also be a distributed net-
work, so that the program instructions are stored and
executed in a distributed fashion. The program instruc-
tions may be executed by one or more processors. The
computer-readable media may also be embodied in at
least one application specific integrated circuit (ASIC) or
Field Programmable Gate Array (FPGA), which executes
(processes like a processor) program instructions. Ex-
amples of program instructions include both machine
code, such as produced by a compiler, and files contain-
ing higher level code that may be executed by the com-
puter using an interpreter. The described hardware de-
vices may be configured to act as one or more software
modules in order to perform the operations of the above-
described embodiments, or vice versa.
[0131] A number of examples have been described
above. Nevertheless, it should be understood that vari-
ous modifications may be made. For example, suitable
results may be achieved if the described techniques are
performed in a different order and/or if components in a
described system, architecture, device, or circuit are
combined in a different manner and/or replaced or sup-
plemented by other components or their equivalents. Ac-
cordingly, other implementations are within the scope of
the following claims.

Claims

1. An apparatus for non-blocking execution of a static
scheduled processor, the apparatus comprising:

a processor to process at least one operation
using transferred input data; and
an input buffer used to transfer the input data to
the processor, and store a result of processing
the at least one operation,
wherein the processor comprises at least one
functional unit, FU, to execute the at least one
operation,
wherein the at least one FU selectively process-
es the transferred input data using at least one
of a regular latency operation and an irregular
latency operation.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one
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FU determines whether the input data is to be proc-
essed using the regular latency operation or the ir-
regular latency operation.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein, when the input
data is determined to be processed using the irreg-
ular latency operation, the at least one FU verifies
whether a value resulting from a previous operation
with respect to the input data is stored in the input
buffer.

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein, when the value
resulting from the previous operation is stored in the
input buffer, the at least one FU outputs the value
resulting from the previous operation after expiration
of an expected latency defined by a schedule, or
wherein, when the value resulting from the previous
operation is absent in the input buffer, the at least
one FU executes an operation, and determines
whether an extra latency occurs during execution of
the operation.

5. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein, when an extra
latency occurs during execution of the operation, the
at least one FU outputs a dummy value and records
a state bit corresponding to the output dummy value
in the input buffer, or
wherein, when an extra latency does not occur dur-
ing execution of the operation, the at least one FU
outputs a value resulting from the execution of the
operation, and records the output resulting value in
the input buffer, or
wherein the input buffer comprises a state register,
and a result buffer, the state register stores a state
with respect to the input data, and the result buffer
stores a value resulting from a previous operation.

6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the at least one
FU records a final value resulting from the operation
in the input buffer after the execution of the operation
for which the extra latency occurs is terminated.

7. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the state register
stores a state associated with whether the operation
with respect to the input data is to be re-executed.

8. A static scheduled processor, comprising:

an operation processing unit to receive input da-
ta transferred from an input buffer, and execute
an operation using a plurality of functional units,
FUs;
a determiner to determine whether an extra la-
tency occurs in at least one of the plurality of
FUs during execution of the operation with re-
spect to the input data; and
a storage processing unit to selectively output a
dummy value, and selectively store the dummy

value in the input buffer when an extra latency
occurs.

9. The processor of claim 8, wherein the operation
processing unit verifies whether a value resulting
from a previous operation with respect to the trans-
ferred input data is stored in the input buffer, and
outputs the value resulting from the previous oper-
ation after expiration of an expected latency defined
by a schedule, when the value resulting from the
previous operation is stored in the input buffer.

10. The processor of claim 8 or 9, wherein the operation
processing unit verifies whether a value resulting
from a previous operation with respect to the trans-
ferred input data is stored in the input buffer, and
executes an operation of the input data, when the
value resulting from the previous operation is absent
in the input buffer.

11. A method for execution of a plurality of operations in
a static scheduled processor, the method compris-
ing:

selectively outputting a dummy value during an
execution of a first operation of the plurality of
operations based on an execution time of the
first operation;
executing a second operation of the plurality of
operations; and
obtaining a result based on a normal completion
of the first operation by re-executing the first op-
eration.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the dummy value
is output if the execution time of the first operation
exceeds a predetermined value.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the predetermined
value comprises a processor execution cycle count
for the first operation.

14. A method for non-blocking execution of a static
scheduled processor, the method comprising:

transferring input data to the processor,
processing, by the processor, at least one op-
eration using the transferred input data; and
storing a result of processing the at least one
operation,
wherein the processing comprises selectively
processing the transferred input data using at
least one of a regular latency operation and an
irregular latency operation.

15. The method of claim 14, adapted to operate the ap-
paratus for non-blocking execution according to one
of claims 1 to 7.
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