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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] Unless otherwise indicated herein, the materi-
als described in this section are not prior art to the claims
in this application and are not admitted to be prior art by
inclusion in this section.
[0002] A number of scientific methods have been de-
veloped to destroy, damage, excise, ablate, or otherwise
alter biological tissues (e.g., malignant cancerous tu-
mors). The methods include the use of sharpened sur-
gical implements to remove the tissues by cutting, heated
surgical implements to remove, ablate, or otherwise dam-
age the tissues by the application of high temperatures,
and the application of electrical and/or electromagnetic
energies (e.g., F energy, laser light) directly or indirectly
to the tissues to induce changes in the tissues through
the application of heat and/or electrical fields, or through
other methods.
[0003] In some examples, CO2, excimer, Nd:YAG, or
other types of lasers are used to direct a high-energy
beam of electromagnetic radiation at a tissue to be ab-
lated. The high-energy beam of electromagnetic radia-
tion acts to locally heat the tissue, ablating the tissue.
Further, the high-energy beam can be very narrow, en-
abling the ablation of very small, precisely targeted tis-
sues.
[0004] US 2013/0023773 A1 describes a non-invasive
infrared imaging technique which can be used to observe
the temporal response of a lesion to applied temperature
stimuli to form a basis for evaluating the abnormality.

SUMMARY

[0005] Some embodiments of the present disclosure
provide a system including: a camera system, wherein
the camera system is operable to image infrared light; a
heating laser, wherein the heating laser comprises at
least one optical element; a spotting laser; and a control-
ler comprising memory and at least one processor,
wherein the processor is configured to execute instruc-
tions stored in the memory so as to perform operations,
wherein the operations comprise: during a first time pe-
riod, operating the camera system to generate a first im-
age of biological tissue related at least to infrared light
received from the biological tissue, wherein imaging the
biological tissue during the first period of time comprises
imaging light that has been emitted from the spotting laser
and that has illuminated a specified location of the bio-
logical tissue; during the first time period, based on the
first image of the biological tissue, controlling the heating
laser to emit a beam of electromagnetic radiation toward
the specified location of the biological tissue sufficient to
heat the specified location of the biological tissue; receiv-
ing, via the camera system, during a second time period
following the first time period, information indicative of
respective temperatures of a plurality of regions of the

biological tissue; determining, based on the received in-
formation, a heated region from among the plurality of
regions of biological tissue; determining a target region
of biological tissue based on a location of the heated
region; tracking a movement of the heated region of bi-
ological tissue relative to the heating laser; and during a
third time period following the second time period, caus-
ing the beam of electromagnetic radiation to intersect
with the target region of biological tissue by adjusting the
at least one optical element based on the movement of
the heated region of biological tissue relative to the heat-
ing laser.
[0006] Also disclosed herein is a method including: (i)
operating an imager to image a biological tissue, wherein
imaging the biological tissue comprises detecting infra-
red light received from the biological tissue, and wherein
the infrared light received from the biological tissue is
related to a temperature of the biological tissue; (ii) de-
termining a location of a high-temperature region of the
biological tissue relative to a heating laser, wherein the
heating laser is configured to emit a beam of electromag-
netic radiation at the biological tissue, wherein the beam
of electromagnetic radiation causes localized heating of
a target region of the biological tissue proximate to where
the beam of electromagnetic radiation intersects with the
biological tissue, and wherein the heating laser is con-
figured to control the orientation of the emitted beam of
electromagnetic radiation relative to the biological tissue:
and (iii) operating the heating laser to control the orien-
tation of the emitted beam of electromagnetic radiation
such that the beam of electromagnetic radiation inter-
sects with the biological tissue at a controlled location
based on the determined location of the high-tempera-
ture region of the biological tissue.
[0007] These as well as other aspects, advantages,
and alternatives, will become apparent to those of ordi-
nary skill in the art by reading the following detailed de-
scription, with reference where appropriate to the accom-
panying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008]

Figure 1 illustrates an example active tracking sys-
tem.
Figure 2A illustrates an example active tracking sys-
tem and an example target tissue.
Figure 2B is an example image generated by an im-
ager of the example active tracking system illustrated
in Figure 2A
Figure 2C illustrates the example active tracking sys-
tem and the example target tissue illustrated in Fig-
ure 2A after the example target tissue has shifted.
Figure 2D is an example image generated by an im-
ager of the example active tracking system illustrated
in Figure 2C
Figure 3A illustrates an example active tracking sys-
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tem, an example specifying system, and an example
target tissue.
Figure 3B is an example image generated by an im-
ager of the example active tracking system illustrated
in Figure 3A
Figure 3C illustrates the example active tracking sys-
tem, the example specifying system, and the exam-
ple target tissue illustrated in Figure 3A after the ex-
ample active tracking system has been operated rel-
ative to the example specifying system.
Figure 3D is an example image generated by an im-
ager of the example active tracking system illustrated
in Figure 3C
Figure 4A illustrates an example active tracking sys-
tem and an example target tissue.
Figure 4B is an example image generated by an im-
ager of the example active tracking system illustrated
in Figure 4A
Figure 4C illustrates the example active tracking sys-
tem and the example target tissue illustrated in Fig-
ure 4A after the example target tissue has shifted.
Figure 4D is an example image of generated by an
imager of the example active tracking system illus-
trated in Figure 4C
Figure 5 is a functional block diagram of an example
active tracking system.
Figure 6 is a flowchart of an example method.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0009] In the following detailed description, reference
is made to the accompanying figures, which form a part
hereof. In the figures, similar symbols typically identify
similar components, unless context dictates otherwise.
The illustrative embodiments described in the detailed
description, figures, and claims are not meant to be lim-
iting. Other embodiments may be utilized, and other
changes may be made, without departing from the scope
of the subject matter presented herein. It will be readily
understood that the aspects of the present disclosure,
as generally described herein, and illustrated in the fig-
ures, can be arranged, substituted, combined, separat-
ed, and designed in a wide variety of different configura-
tions, all of which are explicitly contemplated herein.
[0010] Further, while embodiments disclosed herein
make reference to use on or in conjunction with a living
human body and/or tissues thereof, it is contemplated
that the disclosed methods, systems and devices may
be used in any environment where active tracking of tis-
sue or other object or element of an environment is de-
sired. The environment may be any living or non-living
body or a portion thereof, a work piece, an implantable
device, etc. For example, one of skill in the art will rec-
ognize that the embodiments disclosed herein may be
used to thermally ’tag’ and track regions of a work piece
moving along an assembly line or moving in some other
industrial or fabrication process. Moreover, while the
present disclosure describes embodiments for use in vi-

vo, one of skill in the art will also recognize that in vitro
applications are possible as well. Accordingly, the envi-
ronment may also include a test tube or other vessel for
holding a fluid, a transplant tissue, and/or a stereotaxi-
cally or otherwise immobilized tissue.

L Overview

[0011] Lasers can be used to cause localized heating
of an object or environment. In some examples, a surgical
laser could be configured to direct a beam of electromag-
netic radiation at a specified location on tissue of a hu-
man, and the beam of electromagnetic radiation could
cause an increase in the temperature of the tissue prox-
imate to the specified location. This localized heating
could result in a variety of changes in the tissue (e.g., an
increase in blood flow, denaturation and/or coagulation
of proteins of the tissue, the destruction and/or ablation
of the tissue) according to a variety of applications (e.g.,
destruction of cancerous tissue, reduction of varicose
veins). In some examples, a laser could be used to melt,
inscribe, drill a hole through, cut or otherwise modify a
work piece (e.g., a sheet of metal) by causing an increase
in the temperature of the work piece at a specified loca-
tion. In some examples, the target of a laser could be
mobile, compliant, or otherwise change position while
the laser is being applied to heat the target. For example,
the target could be a tissue of a body during a surgical
procedure, and the biological activities of the body and/or
the actions of a surgeon could cause the tissue to move
or shift. After the movement or shift, the laser could be
heating a tissue other than the target tissue.
[0012] An active tracking system includes an imager
configured to image the environment containing the tar-
get of a heating laser, and to detect infrared light radiated
from the environment such that the target can be tracked.
That is, a target that is being heated by the heating laser
could appear as a high-temperature region of the envi-
ronment, as imaged by the imager, and the location of
the target relative to the imager and/or heating laser could
be determined based on a determined location of the
high-temperature region. The heating laser could then
be controlled such that the orientation of the beam of
electromagnetic radiation is oriented toward the high-
temperature region for continued heating of the target.
The heated target region of the environment could be
considered to be ’dynamically tagged’ by the heating la-
ser; that is, being heated by the heating laser allows the
location of the target to be determined, using the imager,
for a period of time after the heating laser ceases to emit
the beam of electromagnetic radiation and/or the beam
of electromagnetic radiation ceases to be oriented toward
the target region.
[0013] The imager could include an infrared camera,
one or more bolometers and/or pyrometers, actuated mir-
rors or other optics, or other elements. For example, the
imager could be an infrared camera configured to detect
infrared radiation having a wavelength between 9 and 14
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micrometers. The imager could include more than one
infrared or other variety of camera. The heating laser
could include a variety of lasers having a variety of wave-
lengths according to a variety of applications. For exam-
ple, the heating laser could be a surgical CO2, excimer,
Nd:YAG, or other type of laser. Further, the orientation
of the beam of electromagnetic radiation emitted by the
heating laser could be controlled through a variety of
methods. For example, the body of the heating laser
could be mounted on a gimbal or other mechanical ar-
mature, and the orientation (i.e., location and/or angular
direction) of the heating laser could be controlled by ser-
vos, motors, galvanometers, or other mechanical actua-
tors. Additionally or alternatively, optics of or relating to
the heating laser could be controlled. For example, a set
of mirrors mounted on galvanometers or otherwise me-
chanically actuated could reflect the beam of electromag-
netic radiation emitted by the heating laser in a controlled
direction toward a target region or other element of an
environment
[0014] Further, the imager could be substantially on an
axis of the beam emitted by the laser, or the imager could
be off-axis. The imager could include filters configured
to substantially block electromagnetic radiation of wave-
lengths similar to wavelength of the beam of electromag-
netic radiation emitted by the heating laser. Further, the
imager could be configured to change orientation (e.g.,
could include actuators configured to control the location
and/or angular direction of the imager). In some exam-
ples, this could include the imager being disposed on or
proximate to the heating laser. In some examples, this
could include the imager and heating laser including
and/or being disposed relative to common optical ele-
ments such that the imager images a region along an
orientation substantially similar to the orientation of the
beam of electromagnetic radiation emitted by the heating
laser.
[0015] The active tracking system could include a sec-
ond laser configured to emit a second beam of electro-
magnetic radiation in substantially the same direction and
along substantially the same axis (i.e., having substan-
tially the same orientation) as the beam emitted by the
heating laser. The imager, or a second imager, could be
configured to detect light radiated from the environment
due to the second beam of electromagnetic radiation
emitted by the second laser. The orientation of the sec-
ond beam of radiation could be controlled such that the
detected location of the intersection of the second beam
of radiation matched the detected location of the high-
temperature region such that the beam of electromag-
netic radiation emitted by the heating laser was oriented
toward the high-temperature region.
[0016] Other methods and modes of operation of such
an active tracking system are possible. For example, the
active tracking system could be operated to heat a se-
quence of target regions in the environment. Additionally
or alternatively, the imager could be calibrated or other-
wise configured to detect the temperature of regions of

the environment, and the magnitude of the output of the
heating laser could be controlled relative to the detected
temperature of a target region such that the temperature
of the target region was substantially equal to a specified
temperature, or to a series of specified temperatures at
a respective series of points in time. In some embodi-
ments, the active tracking system could initially operate
the heating laser to heat a specified target region, and
to ’tag’ the specified target region by increasing the tem-
perature of the target region. The active tracking system
could subsequently operate such that the beam of elec-
tromagnetic radiation emitted by the heating laser con-
tinued to be oriented toward the tagged target region.
The specified target region could be based on data from
an imaging modality and/or could be specified manually,
e.g., by a surgeon.
[0017] Other configurations, modes and methods of
operation, and other embodiments are anticipated. The
active tracking system could include another imager
and/or another imaging modality to improve the control
of the heating laser based according to an application.
The heating laser and/or imager could be used to gen-
erate data about elements of the environment; for exam-
ple, the heating laser and imager could be operated to
generate a specific heat map of the environment by, e.g.,
measuring the rate at which different regions of the en-
vironment cool following the application of a specified
amount of heat energy to the respective regions by the
heating laser. An active tracking system could include
multiple imagers, multiple lasers, and/or additional com-
ponents according to an application. The active tracking
system could be applied toward implementing a surgical
intervention (e.g., ablation of a tissue), an industrial proc-
ess (e.g., cutting a work piece), or some other application.
In some examples, the active tracking system could be
used only to dynamically track elements of an environ-
ment as the elements of the environment move or shift.
Other applications and configurations of an active track-
ing system as described herein are anticipated.
[0018] It should be understood that the above embod-
iments, and other embodiments described herein, are
provided for explanatory purposes, and are not intended
to be limiting.
[0019] Further, the term "surgical intervention" as used
herein should be understood broadly to include any ac-
tivities applied toward the intentional modification of the
anatomy of a human or animal body by the application
of external forces and/or energies to the human or animal
body; e.g., incisions, ablation by RF or other directed
energies, excision, suturing, application of surgical ad-
hesives, stapling, transplanting, cauterizing, sawing,
abrading, applying a surgical fluid to (e.g., sterile, isotonic
saline), cooling, heating, or any other surgical operation.

II. Example active tracking systems

[0020] Figure 1 illustrates an example active tracking
system 100 and an example biological tissue 150. The
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active tracking system 100 includes an imager 110 and
a heating laser 120 that can be operated to heat regions
of the biological tissue 150. The imager 110 and heating
laser 120 are disposed on a mount 105. The heating laser
120 can emit a beam of electromagnetic radiation 125
that intersects with the biological tissue at a target region
152. The beam of electromagnetic radiation 125 can
cause heating of the target region 152. The location rel-
ative to the heating laser 120 of a high-temperature re-
gion 154 of the biological tissue 150 could be determined
using the imager 110. The active tracking system 100
additionally includes a controller (not shown) configured
to operate the heating laser 120 and imager 110 to enable
functions and applications of the active tracking system
100 described herein.
[0021] The biological tissue 150 could be any tissue of
a human or animal. The biological tissue 150 could have
a number of properties relating to receiving electromag-
netic energy (e.g., 125) and being heated by the electro-
magnetic energy. The biological tissue 150 could have
an absorption spectrum that described the degree to
which the biological tissue 150 absorbed and/or is heated
by received electromagnetic radiation of various frequen-
cies. For example, the absorption spectrum could be re-
lated to the presence of water, melanin, hemoglobin, or
other substances in the tissue. A property of the beam
of electromagnetic radiation 125 and/or the heating laser
120 (e.g., an emission wavelength) could be specified
relative to properties of the biological tissue 150 (e.g., to
maximize an efficiency of transduction of energy from
the beam of electromagnetic radiation 125 into heat in
the target region 152 of the biological tissue 150). The
biological tissue 150 could have a specific heat relating
a degree of temperature change of the tissue to an
amount of heat energy gained/lost by the tissue. The bi-
ological tissue 150 could have a thermal conductivity re-
lating to the rate at which heat is spatially transmitted
within the biological tissue 150. Properties of the biolog-
ical tissue 150 (e.g., absorption spectrum, specific heat,
thermal conductivity) could be related to a medical state
of the biological tissue 150. For example, a cancerous
tissue could have a different thermal conductivity than a
non-cancerous tissue.
[0022] The biological tissue 150 could be rigid or com-
pliant The biological tissue 150 could be an external tis-
sue (e.g., skin, cornea, mucosa) or an internal tissue. In
embodiments wherein the biological tissue 150 is an in-
ternal tissue, the biological tissue 150 could be exposed
by surgical techniques including the creation of incisions
in overlying tissue (e.g., using a scalpel or cutting laser
to incise tissue, e.g., skin, that covers or otherwise oc-
cludes the biological tissue 150), applying retractors or
other implements to displace overlying tissue, disposing
elements of the active tracking system 100 in an internal
volume proximate to the biological tissue 150 (e.g., dis-
posing elements of the active tracking system 100 on an
endoscopic instrument and operating the endoscopic in-
strument to inflate a volume neighboring the biological

tissue 150 and to dispose the elements of the active track-
ing system 100 in the inflated volume), or other methods.
The biological tissue 150 could be deformed and/or dis-
placed in space by activity of the biological tissue 150,
activity of neighboring tissues, movement of a body that
includes the biological tissue 150, actions of a surgeon
or other medical professional, forces applied by surgical
instruments, or due to some other action or phenomenon.
For example, the biological tissue 150 could be tissue of
the chest wall of a person, and the tissue could have
been exposed by making an incision into and retracting
skin covering the chest wall. The biological tissue 150
could be moved by breathing motions of the person. Oth-
er biological tissues, movements of biological tissues,
and methods of accessing biological tissues and/or dis-
posing elements of an active tracking system proximate
to biological tissue are anticipated.
[0023] In the example of Figure 1, the biological tissue
150 includes a high-temperature region 154. The high-
temperature region 154 has a temperature detectably
different from the temperature of neighboring regions of
the biological tissue 150. That is, the high-temperature
region 154 can emit infrared light such that an image of
the biological tissue 150 generated using the imager 110
could be used to detect the presence, location, and/or
some other property of the high-temperature region 154
of the biological tissue. For example, the high-tempera-
ture region 154 could emit a detectably higher amount
of infrared light than neighboring regions of the biological
tissue 150. The high-temperature region 154 could be
created by heating a localized region of the biological
tissue 150, e.g., by operating the active tracking system
100 such that the beam of electromagnetic radiation 125
intersects with the biological tissue 150 proximate to the
localized region. Additionally or alternatively, some other
means could be used to heat the localized region of the
biological tissue 150. For example, a second laser could
be operated to emit a beam of electromagnetic energy
toward the localized region of the biological tissue 150.
In another example, a heating surgical instrument (e.g.,
a cauterizing tool) could be used to heat the localized
region of the biological tissue 150.
[0024] The imager 110 could be any device capable
of detecting infrared light received from the biological tis-
sue 150 or from some other environment of interest. The
imager 110 could include a variety of components, in-
cluding infrared sensors, infrared cameras (e.g., a cam-
era configured to image light having a wavelength be-
tween approximately 9 micrometers and approximately
14 micrometers), bolometers, microbolometers, focal
plane arrays, or other devices and/or arrangements of
devices configured to generate an image of a biological
tissue 150 by detecting infrared light received from the
biological tissue 150. The imager 110 could be actively
cooled (e.g., could include a Sterling cycle refrigerator,
could be exposed to a source of liquid nitrogen). The
imager 110 could be configured and/or operated to de-
termine the temperature of a region of the biological tis-
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sue 150 (e.g., a temperature of the high-temperature re-
gion 154) or of a region of some other environment of
interest. The imager 110 could include an array of dis-
crete infrared detectors or could include an integrated
circuit that includes an array of infrared detectors pat-
terned on the integrated circuit. The imager 110 could
include infrared detectors that include InSb, InGaAs,
HgCdTs, InAs, lead sulfide, lead selenide, vanadium ox-
ide, lead zirconate titanate, lanthanum doped lead zirco-
nate titanate, lead titanate, lead zinc niobate, lead stron-
tium titanate, barium strontium titanate, barium titanate,
SbSI, or some other material that is sensitive to infrared
light. The imager 110 could include a quantum-well pho-
todetector.
[0025] The imager 110 could include one or more op-
tical elements including but not limited to lenses, aper-
tures, visible-light mirrors, infrared-light mirrors, diffrac-
tion gratings, filters (e.g., a filter configured to substan-
tially block visible light while transmitting infrared light),
or other optical elements configured to interact with in-
frared light received from the biological tissue 150 so as
to enable imaging of the received infrared light. For ex-
ample, the imager 110 could include an array of infrared-
sensitive photodetectors and an aperture and lens con-
figured to refract infrared light received from the biological
tissue 150 such that the received infrared light is project-
ed in-focus onto the array of infrared-sensitive photode-
tectors.
[0026] The imager 110 could additionally be config-
ured to image other objects and/or to detect energy other
than infrared light. In some examples, the imager 110
could be configured to detect visible light received from
the biological tissue 150. For example, the imager 110
could include an array including infrared-sensitive pho-
todetectors and visible-light-sensitive photodetectors.
The imager could further include an aperture, a lens,
and/or other optical elements configured to refract or oth-
erwise modify infrared and visible light received from the
biological tissue 150 such that the received light is pro-
jected in-focus onto the array of infrared-sensitive pho-
todetectors and visible-light-sensitive photodetectors.
Additionally or alternatively, the imager 110 could include
an infrared camera and a visible light camera or some
other combination of infrared imaging components and
other energy sensitive components. For example, the im-
ager 110 could include an infrared camera, a visible-light
camera, and optics configured to split, filter, refract, or
otherwise modify visible and infrared light received from
the biological tissue 150 (or other imaged environment)
such that the infrared camera and visible light camera
can image substantially the same area of the biological
tissue 150 at the same time. Additional or alternative de-
tectors could be included in the imager to enable addi-
tional or alternative imaging modalities (e.g., visible light
imaging, ultraviolet imaging, ultrasound imaging). The
imager 110 could include a source of illumination (e.g.,
a visible light source, an infrared light source).
[0027] The imager 110 could be configured to rotate,

translate, or otherwise move such that the region imaged
by the imager 110 (i.e., a region in the direction of an
optical axis of the imager 110) could be controlled and/or
changed. For example, the imager 110 could be mounted
on a gimbal. Movement of the imager 110 could be ef-
fected by servos, galvanometers, motors, or some other
mechanical actuator(s). In some examples, motions of
the imager 110 could be controlled to automatically track
the biological tissue 150. In some examples, the imager
110 could be manually moved such that an optical axis
of the imager 110 intersected with the biological tissue
150 (e.g., such that the imager 110 could image a region
that includes the biological tissue 150). For example, the
imager 110 could be positioned at the beginning of a
surgical intervention to image the biological tissue 150.
[0028] The heating laser 120 could be any device con-
figured to emit a directed beam of electromagnetic radi-
ation 120 sufficient to cause localized heating of a target
region 152 of the biological environment 150 (or some
other environment of interest) proximate to where the
emitted beam intersects with the biological environment
150 (or other environment of interest). The heating laser
120 could be a medical laser. The heating laser 120 could
include a CO2 laser, a semiconductor diode laser, a dye
laser, an excimer laser, a fiber laser, a gas laser, a free
electron laser, or some other type or types of laser. The
heating laser 120 could include optical elements config-
ured to affect one or more properties of the beam of elec-
tromagnetic energy emitted by the heating laser 120,
e.g., lenses, mirrors, diffraction gratings, volume holo-
graphic gratings, collimators, nonlinear optical elements
(e.g., frequency doubling or tripling media), or other ele-
ments. For example, the heating laser 120 could include
a collimator configured to cause the beam of electromag-
netic energy 125 to have a specified width.
[0029] The heating laser 120 could be configured such
that one or more properties of the beam of electromag-
netic energy 125 have a specified value. For example,
the heating laser 120 could be configured such that a
wavelength of the beam of electromagnetic energy 125
is a specified wavelength. The specified wavelength
could be specified according to an application. For ex-
ample, the specified wavelength could be an absorption
wavelength of hemoglobin such that the beam of elec-
tromagnetic energy 125 preferentially heats blood. In an-
other example, the specified wavelength could be an ab-
sorption wavelength of a contrast agent that is configured
to bind to cancer cells such that the beam of electromag-
netic energy 125 preferentially heats cancer cells and/or
tumors. Additionally or alternatively, the specified wave-
length could be a wavelength that is not substantially
absorbed by a tissue to be spared during a surgical in-
tervention. Other specified wavelengths and/or specified
other properties of the beam of electromagnetic energy
125 are anticipated.
[0030] The heating laser 120 could be configured such
that the orientation (i.e., the location and/or the angular
direction) of the emitted beam of electromagnetic energy
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125 is controllable. In some examples, this could include
rotating, translating, or otherwise moving the heating la-
ser 120. For example, the heating laser 120 could include
a gimbal, a galvanometer, a motor, and/or some other
actuators or other elements configured to change the lo-
cation and/or orientation of the heating laser 120. Addi-
tionally or alternatively, the heating laser 120 could in-
clude optical elements actuated to control the orientation
of the emitted beam of electromagnetic energy 125. For
example, one or more mirrors could be mounted to gal-
vanometers such that the mirrors reflect the beam of elec-
tromagnetic energy 125 and such that actuation of the
galvanometers to rotate the mirrors causes a change in
the direction of the beam of electromagnetic energy 125.
For example, an output coupler or other electromagnetic
energy source of the heating laser 120 could be coupled
to a flexible optical fiber such that the beam of electro-
magnetic energy 125 is emitted from an end of the flexible
fiber in a direction substantially parallel to the orientation
of the end of the flexible fiber. The orientation of the end
of the flexible fiber could be controlled by servos or other
actuators to control the orientation of the emitted beam
of electromagnetic energy 125. Other configurations and
methods of controlling the orientation of the emitted beam
of electromagnetic energy 125 are anticipated.
[0031] Note that the mount 105 is intended as a non-
limiting example. Other means could be employed to se-
cure the imager 110, heating laser 120, and other com-
ponents of the active tracking system 100 in place relative
to the biological tissue 150. For example, the imager 110,
heating laser 120, and/or other components could be
mounted on a surgical table, a wall, a ceiling, a cart, a
wearable device worn by a surgeon or other person, a
surgical device or implement (e.g., to the end of a lapar-
oscopic and/or endoscopic instrument), or to some other
support. The imager 110, heating laser 120, and/or other
components could be part of some other surgical or other
apparatus (e.g., an imaging system, a stereotactic sur-
gical system, a robotic surgical system) and could be
mounted to a mount, support, or other component(s) of
the other surgical or other apparatus. Further, the active
tracking system 100 could include additional compo-
nents, e.g., fluorescent imagers, robotic surgical sys-
tems, CT and/or Xray imagers, MR imagers, ultrasonic
imagers, laparoscopic and/or endoscopic systems,
and/or other components according to an application. For
example, the active tracking system 100 could include
multiple imagers 110 and/or heating lasers 120.
[0032] As shown in Figure 1, the imager 110 is not co-
axial with the heating laser 120. That is, the heating laser
120 is not located on or substantially proximate to an
optical axis of the imager 110 (e.g., an axis passing
through the imager 110 and directed toward the center
of a field of view of the imager 110); conversely, the im-
ager 110 is not located on or substantial proximate to an
emitted beam axis of the heating laser 120 (i.e., an axis
substantially coincident with the beam of electromagnetic
energy 125). In some embodiments, the imager 110 and

heating laser 120 could be co-axial; that is, the imager
110 and heating laser 120 could be disposed proximate
to each other such that the emitted beam of electromag-
netic radiation 125 originated from a point substantially
the same as an optical feature (e.g., an aperture) of the
imager 110. For example, the imager 110 could be dis-
posed on the heating laser 120 such that movements of
the heating laser 120 to orient the beam of electromag-
netic radiation 125 additionally orient an optical axis
and/or location of the imager 110. In some examples, the
imager 110 could include a filter configured to block light
having wavelengths corresponding to a wavelength of
the beam of electromagnetic radiation 125 emitted by the
heating laser 120. For example, the heating laser 120
could be an excimer laser configured to emit a beam of
electromagnetic radiation 125 having a wavelength of
approximately 150 nanometers and the imager 110 could
be an infrared imager configured to detect infrared light
and to include a filter configured to substantially block
light having a wavelength of approximately 150 nanom-
eters such that the imager 110 detected substantially no
light emitted by the heating laser 120 (e.g., light emitted
by the heating laser 120 that is reflected specularly off
of the biological tissue 150 toward the imager 110). In
some examples, the imager 110 and heating laser 120
could include and/or be disposed relative to common op-
tical elements such that the imager 110 images a region
along an orientation substantially similar to the orienta-
tion of the beam of electromagnetic radiation 125 emitted
by the heating laser 120.
[0033] In embodiments wherein the imager 110 and
heating laser 120 are co-axial, control of the heating laser
120 relative to the location of the high-temperature region
154 determined by the imager 110 could be simplified,
taking into account the imager 110 and heating laser 120
being co-axial. For example, a simple mapping between
points in an image generated using the imager 110 and
angles of the beam of electromagnetic radiation 125 emit-
ted by the heating laser 125 could be determined and
used to control the heating laser 120 such that the beam
of electromagnetic radiation 125 is emitted in a direction
such that the beam of electromagnetic radiation 125 in-
terests with the biological tissue 125 at a controlled lo-
cation that is based on a location of the high-temperature
region 154 determined using the imager 110. Other meth-
ods of controlling the heating laser 120 based on infor-
mation (e.g., images of the biological tissue 150) gener-
ated by the imager 110 and/or other information are an-
ticipated.
[0034] The heating laser 120 could be operated such
that the location of the target region 152 (i.e., the location
at which the beam of electromagnetic radiation 125 in-
tersect with the biological tissue 150) is maintained prox-
imate to the high-temperature region 154. The heating
laser 120 could be further operated to maintain the tem-
perature of the high-temperature region 154 at a temper-
ature greater than the temperature of regions of the bio-
logical tissue 150 that neighbor the high-temperature re-
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gion. In some examples, the imager 110 could be con-
figured to determine the temperature of the high-temper-
ature region 154 and the power of the beam of electro-
magnetic radiation 125 could be controlled based on the
detected temperature of the high-temperature region 154
to maintain the temperature of the high-temperature re-
gion 154 substantially equal to a specified temperature.
For example, the specified temperature could be a tem-
perature at which blood coagulates or at which some
other biological process occurs. In some examples, the
heating laser 120 could be operated to cause localized
heating of a target region of the biological tissue 150 (or
of a target region of some other environment of interest)
sufficient to cause an irreversible change in elements of
the target region of the biological tissue 150 (or other
environment of interest). For example, the heating laser
120 could be operated to ablate, burn, melt, vaporize,
coagulate, polymerize, denature, evaporate, sublimate,
inscribe, or effect some other change in elements (e.g.,
fluids, proteins, polymers, crystals, particles) of a con-
trolled region of the biological tissue 150 (or of some other
environment of interest).
[0035] The active tracking system 100 could include
additional elements or components (not shown). The ac-
tive tracking system 100 could include one or more con-
trollers configured to operate the imager 110, heating
laser 120, and/or other elements of the active tracking
system 100. The active tracking system 100 could in-
clude communications devices (wireless radios, wired in-
terfaces) configured to transmit/receive information
to/from other systems (e.g., servers, medical imaging de-
vices, surgical implements, surgical robots) to enable
functions and applications of the active tracking system
100. For example, the active tracking system 100 could
include an interface configured to receive imaging infor-
mation about the biological tissue 150. The active track-
ing system 100 could include an interface configured to
present information about the active tracking system 100
to a user and/or to allow the user to operate the active
tracking system. Additionally or alternatively, the active
tracking system 100 could be configured to communicate
with another system (e.g., a cellphone, a tablet, a com-
puter, a remote server) and to present a user interface
using the remote system. In some examples, the active
tracking system 100 could be part of another system. For
example, the active tracking system 100 could be imple-
mented as part of a robotic surgical system (e.g., the
imager 110, heating laser 120, and other component con-
figured as described herein could be disposed as part of
a robotic surgical system and could be operated as de-
scribed herein). In some examples, the active tracking
system 100 could include multiple imagers 110, multiple
heating lasers 120, or other additional components. The
active tracking system 100 could include sensors and/or
be in communication with sensors configured to image
other properties of the biological tissue 150 (or other en-
vironment of interest). For example, the active tracking
system 100 could include a fluorescent imager config-

ured to image the location of fluorescent markers dis-
posed in the tissue that are configured to selectively bind
with cancer cells. Other configurations, operations, and
applications of active tracking systems as described
herein are anticipated.
[0036] Figure 2A illustrates an example active tracking
system 200 that includes an imager 210, a heating laser
220, and a mount. During a first period of time, a first
beam of electromagnetic radiation 225a is oriented to-
ward a biological tissue 250 such that the first beam of
electromagnetic radiation 225a intersects with the bio-
logical tissue 250 at a first target region 252a. The first
target region 252a is within a first high-temperature re-
gion 254a of the biological tissue 250.
[0037] Figure 2B illustrates a first example image 270a
that could be generated using the imager 210 during the
first period of time (i.e., the period of time illustrated in
Figure 2A). The first example image 270a includes a first
image of the biological tissue 271a related to infrared
light received from the biological tissue 250 during the
first period of time by the imager 210. The first image of
the biological tissue 271a includes an image of the first
high-temperature region 274a. A first determined target
region 272a represents the location on the first image of
the biological tissue 271a corresponding to the first target
region 252a. Note that the first determined target region
272a is not a feature of the first image of the biological
tissue 271a; rather, the first determined target region
272a is determined based on the configuration (e.g., lo-
cation, orientation) of the imager 210 and heating laser
220. During the first period of time, the first target region
252a is within with the first high-temperature region 254a;
correspondingly, the first determined target region 272a
is proximate to the image of the first high-temperature
region 274a.
[0038] The location of the image of the first high-tem-
perature region 274a (or of images of high temperature
regions in images generated by the imager 210 in gen-
eral) in the first image of the biological tissue 271a could
be effected using a variety of methods. In some exam-
ples, a threshold operation could be applied to the re-
ceived infrared light and circle-fitting or some other cen-
troid-locating operation could be applied to the thresh-
olded data to determine the location of an image of a
high-temperature region of tissue within an image of a
biological tissue or other environment of interest. Peak
detection, wavelet decomposition, fitting of a Gaussian
or other distribution, or some other algorithm or combi-
nation of algorithms could be employed to determine the
presence and/or location of an image of a high-temper-
ature region within an image of a biological tissue or other
environment of interest Further, the temperature or other
information about the high-temperature region corre-
sponding to the image of the high-temperature region
could be determined; for example, the amplitude of the
detected received infrared light corresponding to the
high-temperature region could be used (e.g., using a
look-up table or other method) to determine the temper-
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ature of the high-temperature region. Such methods
could additionally or alternatively be used to determine
the temperature or other information about other regions
of an environment imaged by the imager 210.
[0039] The location of the first high-temperature region
254a and/or first target region 252a relative to elements
of the active tracking system 200 (e.g., heating laser 220)
and/or relative to elements of the first example image
270a (or any other image) generated by the imager 210
could be effected using a variety of methods. In some
examples, a mapping or other model or algorithm could
be used to relate a determined location of the image of
the first high-temperature region 274a in the first example
image 270a to the location of the corresponding first high-
temperature region 274a. For example, an algorithm
could determine that the first high-temperature region
274a is located proximate to the intersection between a
ray extending from the imager 210 in a direction deter-
mined by the location of the image of the first high-tem-
perature region 274a within the first example image 270a
and a plane proximate to and coextensive with a surface
of the biological tissue 250. In some examples, a mapping
or other model or algorithm could be used to determine
the location of the first target region 252a relative to el-
ements of the active tracking system 200 and/or the lo-
cation of the first high-temperature region 254a based
on information about the orientation, location, or other
information about the heating laser 220. For example,
the heating laser 220 and the imager 210 could be co-
axial, such that a mapping could be determined between
the angle of the orientation of the heating laser 220 (e.g.,
the direction of the first beam of electromagnetic radiation
225a relative to elements of the active tracking system
200) and image locations in the first example image 270a
(or any other image) generated by the imager 210. The
determined mapping could be used to determine the lo-
cation of the first target region 252a.
[0040] In some examples, one or more parameters of
a mapping, algorithm, or other method for determining
the location of the first high-temperature region 254a
and/or first target region 252a relative to elements of the
active tracking system 200 (e.g., heating laser 220)
and/or relative to elements of the first example image
270a (or any other image) generated by the imager 210
could be determined through a calibration process. For
example, the heating laser 220 could be operated to emit
a beam of electromagnetic radiation having a specified
orientation, and the location of a resulting high-temper-
ature region of the biological tissue 250 and/or of a cor-
responding image of such a high temperature region
within the field of view of the imager 210 could be deter-
mined. The determined location could be associated with
the specified orientation of the heating laser 220. Other
methods of calibrating the operation of the active tracking
system 200 or otherwise determining information to op-
erate the active tracking system 200 are anticipated.
[0041] In some examples, determining the location of
the first high-temperature region 254a and/or first target

region 252a relative to elements of the active tracking
system 200 (e.g., heating laser 220) and/or relative to
elements of the first example image 270a (or any other
image) generated by the imager 210 could be related to
information about the biological tissue 250 generated by
some other imaging system or modality. For example, a
CT scanner, ultrasound scanner, MR imager, or other
device or combination of devices could be used to deter-
mine a location, size, geometry, or other information
about the biological tissue 250 and the determined infor-
mation could be used to determine the location of the
first high-temperature region 254a and/or first target re-
gion 252a.
[0042] Note that, during the first time period (aspects
of which are illustrated in Figures 2A and 2B), the first
beam of electromagnetic radiation 255a is oriented in a
direction such that the first target region 252a is within
with the first high-temperature region 254a of the biolog-
ical tissue 250. This situation could have come about as
a result of a controller or some other system (e.g., a com-
ponent of the active tracking system 200) operating the
heating laser 220 (e.g., operating an orienting actuator
to control the orientation of the heating laser 220 and a
power controller to modulate the power output of the heat-
ing laser 220) such that the first beam of electromagnetic
radiation 255a intersects with the biological tissue 250
at a controlled location (i.e., the first target region 252a)
to heat the first high-temperature region 254a. In some
examples, the controlled location could be based on a
determined location of the first high-temperature region
254a (e.g., the imager 210 could be operated to image
the biological tissue 250 (including imaging the first high-
temperature region 254a) such that the location of the
first high-temperature region 254a could be determined).
For example, the controlled location could be specified
to be substantially equal to the determined location of
the first high-temperature region 254a. Additionally or al-
ternatively, the controlled location could be specified rel-
ative to the determined location of the first high-temper-
ature region 254a such that, over a number of subse-
quent time periods (e.g., subsequent to the first time pe-
riod), the heating laser 220 could heat, ablate, burn, or
otherwise effect a change in a series of target regions of
the biological tissue 250. For example, the heating laser
220 could be operated to ablate tissue along a specified
trajectory on the surface of the biological tissue 250.
[0043] In some examples, the heating laser 220 could
be operated as described above to control the orientation
of a beam of electromagnetic radiation emitted by the
heating laser 220 such that the beam of electromagnetic
radiation intersects with the biological tissue 250 proxi-
mate to the determined location of a high temperature
region of the biological tissue 250 (e.g., first high-tem-
perature region 254a). This could include adjusting the
orientation of the beam of electromagnetic radiation emit-
ted by the heating laser 220 a plurality of times per second
(e.g., at a specified sampling and/or update rate) such
that the beam of electromagnetic radiation intersects with
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the biological tissue 250 proximate to a determined lo-
cation of a high temperature region of the biological tissue
250 (i.e., the location of the high temperature region could
be determined a plurality of times per second). In some
examples, the heating laser 220 could be operated to
alter the orientation of the beam of electromagnetic ra-
diation only when a determined distance between a de-
termined location of the high temperature region of the
biological tissue 250 and a determined location at which
the beam of electromagnetic radiation intersects with the
biological tissue 250 exceeds a threshold value. Other
methods of operating the heating laser 220, the imager
210, and/or other elements of the active tracking system
200 to determine the location of a high-temperature re-
gion of the biological tissue 250 and to direct a beam of
electromagnetic radiation emitted by the heating laser
220 toward the determined location of the high temper-
ature region are anticipated.
[0044] Figure 2C illustrates the example active track-
ing system 200 of Figure 2A during a second time period.
The biological tissue 250 has shifted, deformed, or oth-
erwise changed such that the region of the biological tis-
sue 250 corresponding to the first high-temperature re-
gion 254a during the first time period corresponds to the
second high-temperature region 254b during the second
time period. A second beam of electromagnetic radiation
225b is directed toward the biological tissue 250 such
that the second beam of electromagnetic radiation 225b
intersects with the biological tissue 250 at a second target
region 252b. The heating laser 220 is oriented in the
same direction during the second time period as during
the first; as such, the second target region 252b is not
within with the second high-temperature region 254b of
the biological tissue 250.
[0045] Figure 2D illustrates a second example image
270b that could be generated using the imager 210 during
the second period of time (i.e., the period of time illus-
trated in Figure 2C). The second example image 270b
includes a second image of the biological tissue 271b
related to infrared light received from the biological tissue
250 during the second period of time by the imager 210.
The second image of the biological tissue 271b includes
an image of the second high-temperature region 274b.
A second determined target region 272b represents the
location on the second image of the biological tissue 271b
corresponding to the second target region 252b. Note
that the second determined target region 272b is not a
feature of the second image of the biological tissue 271b;
rather, the second determined target region 272b is de-
termined based on the configuration (e.g., location, ori-
entation) of the imager 210 and heating laser 220. During
the second period of time, the second target region 252b
is not collocated with the second high-temperature region
254b; correspondingly, the second determined target re-
gion 272b is separate from the image of the second high-
temperature region 274b.
[0046] The heating laser 220 could be operated, based
at least on information (e.g., images) generated by the

imager 210, to change the orientation of the second beam
of electromagnetic radiation 255b such that the second
target region 254b is within with the second high-temper-
ature region 254b and/or directed toward a desired loca-
tion relative to the location of the second high-tempera-
ture region 254b. This could include determining the lo-
cation of the second high-temperature region 254b
and/or second target region 252b relative to elements of
the active tracking system 200 (e.g., heating laser 220)
and/or relative to elements of the second example image
270b (or any other image) generated by the imager 210.
In some examples, this could include determining a set
of commands (e.g., actuator operations, galvanometer
angles, servomotor rotations) based at least on informa-
tion in the second example image 270b sufficient to
change the orientation of the heating laser 220 such that
a beam of electromagnetic radiation emitted by the heat-
ing laser 220 intersects with the biological tissue 250
proximate to the second high-temperature region 254b.
In some examples, this could include operating the heat-
ing laser 220 such that the orientation of a beam of elec-
tromagnetic radiation emitted by the heating laser 220
changes a small amount during respective time periods
(e.g., update periods) of a plurality of time periods such
that the location at which the beam of electromagnetic
radiation emitted by the heating laser 220 intersects the
biological tissue 250 changes incrementally to approach
the second high-temperature region 254b. Other meth-
ods of operating the heating laser 220, imager 210, and
other elements of the active tracking system 200 (e.g.,
to heat, burn, ablate, or otherwise affect a plurality of
regions of the biological tissue 250 along a specified tra-
jectory during a plurality of respective subsequent peri-
ods of time) are anticipated.
[0047] In general, the active tracking system 200 could
be operated to track a specified region of the biological
tissue 250 despite relative motion of the specified region
relative to the active tracking system. This could be
achieved by ’tagging’ the specified region using heat de-
livered by the heating laser 220 and detected using the
imager 210. In some examples, a power, pulse width,
duration of application of heat, or some other property or
properties of the beam of electromagnetic energy emitted
by the heating laser 220 to effect the described functions
could be specified to cause some reversible or irrevers-
ible change in the biological tissue 250 (or in some other
environment of interest). For example, the active tracking
system 200 could be operated to effect ablation, burning,
vaporization, coagulation, denaturation, cauterization, or
some other change elements of a specified region of the
biological tissue 250 or of some other environment of
interest. Operation of the heating laser 220 relative to
information (e.g., images of infrared light received from
the biological tissue 250 and related to the temperature
of regions of the biological tissue 250) generated by the
imager 210 could enable such changes to be effected in
a specified target region of a biological tissue (or other
environment of interest) despite deformation, translation,
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or other relative motion of the specified target region. In
some examples, the heating laser 220 could be operated
to cause a specified change in temperature of the spec-
ified target region such that the specified target region
could be tracked using the imager 210 and/or heating
laser 220 and such that substantially no irreversible
changes are effected in the specified target region. Other
applications and methods of operation of an active track-
ing system as described herein are anticipated.
[0048] In some examples, a location of the biological
tissue 250 could be specified, and the heating laser 220
and/or other elements of the active tracking system 200
could be operated during an initial time period to direct
a beam of electromagnetic radiation emitted by the heat-
ing laser 220 toward the specified location of the biolog-
ical tissue 250. In some examples, the specified location
could be specified based on information from an imaging
device (e.g., CT scanner, MR imager, ultrasound scan-
ner), the location of one or more anatomical landmarks
of the biological tissue 250, one or more fiducials or other
markers disposed on or in the biological tissue, or some
other information. In some examples, the heating laser
220 could be operated to heat the specified location dur-
ing the initial time period such that the specified location
becomes a high-temperature region, and further, such
that the imager 210 could be used to determine the lo-
cation of the specified location during time periods sub-
sequent to the initial time period.

III. Example uses and applications of an active track-
ing system

[0049] An active tracking system as described herein
could be operated to provide a variety of functions and
applications related to the tracking, ablating, heating, or
otherwise altering and/or measuring through the appli-
cation of heat specified regions of various environments
of interest (e.g., a biological tissue of a human undergoing
some surgical intervention).
[0050] In some examples, an active tracking system
could be configured to track, ablate, or otherwise alter
and/or measure multiple target regions within an envi-
ronment of interest simultaneously. In some examples,
this could include operating a plurality of heating lasers
and/or a plurality of imagers as described herein to ac-
tively track, by application of heat using beams of elec-
tromagnetic energy emitted by the one or more heating
lasers of the active tracking system, a respective plurality
of target regions. In some examples, this could include
using a single heating laser to heat multiple target regions
by repeatedly changing the orientation of the beam of
electromagnetic radiation emitted by the heating laser
such that the beam is directed toward each of the target
regions during respective periods of time.
[0051] In some examples, the imager and heating laser
of an active tracking system could be operated to deter-
mine one or more thermal properties of a target region
of an environment of interest. Thermal properties that the

active tracking system could determine include but are
not limited to specific heat, heat of vaporization, and ther-
mal conductivity. In some examples, the active tracking
system could be operated to determine one or more ther-
mal properties of a plurality of points in an environment
of interest. The active tracking system could be operated
to determine one or more thermal properties of an envi-
ronment of interest using a variety of methods. In some
examples, the thermal conductivity and/or specific heat
of a target region of an environment of interest could be
determined by using an imager of the active tracking sys-
tem to determine the temperature of the target region
and/or regions neighboring the target region at one or
more points in time relative to a period of time during
which a specified amount of heat energy is delivered to
the target region using the heating laser. For example,
the active tracking system could be operated to generate
a map of thermal conductivity of a biological tissue by
applying a specified amount of heat energy to a plurality
of specified regions of the biological tissue (e.g., regions
having a regular spacing, as on a grid, on the surface of
the biological tissue) at respective points in time and us-
ing the imager to determine the temperature across the
biological tissue at respective points in time. The thermal
conductivity of the plurality of specified regions could be
determined based on a detected pattern of change of
temperature across the biological tissue relative to the
locations and points in time of the delivered specified
amounts of energy. Other methods of operation and ap-
plications of active tracking systems as described herein
to determine thermal properties of environments of inter-
est (e.g., biological tissues) are anticipated.
[0052] In some examples, operation of an active track-
ing system (e.g., to ablate a specified region of a biolog-
ical tissue) to heat or otherwise thermally affect an envi-
ronment of interest could be related to and/or based on
thermal properties of the environment of interest deter-
mined using the active tracking system. For example, the
active tracking system could be operated to ablate, co-
agulate, or otherwise alter a target region by operating a
heating laser relative to information generated by an im-
ager such that the power of a beam of electromagnetic
radiation emitted by the heating laser is modulated such
that a temperature of the target region is substantially
equal to a specified temperature (e.g., a temperature at
which proteins of the target region can denature). Addi-
tionally or alternatively, the heating laser could be oper-
ated to apply heat energy to a target region until a de-
tected thermal conductivity (e.g., detected using detect-
ed infrared light received from the target region using the
imager) of the target region changed to a value indicating
that the target region had been ablated. Other methods
of operation of an active tracking system to effect spec-
ified change(s) in a target environment (e.g., a biological
tissue) are anticipated.
[0053] In some examples, an active tracking system
as described herein could be operated in combination
with a targeting system, spotting system, or other type
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of target-region-indicating device or apparatus. Figure
3A illustrates an example active tracking system 300 that
includes an imager 310, a heating laser 320, and a mount
305 configured as described herein during a first period
of time. A first beam of electromagnetic radiation 325a
is directed toward a biological tissue 350 such that the
first beam of electromagnetic radiation 325a intersects
with the biological tissue 350 at a first target region 352a.
Additionally, a spotting laser 360 is emitting a spotting
beam of electromagnetic radiation 365 toward the bio-
logical tissue 350 such that the spotting beam of electro-
magnetic radiation 365 intersects with the biological tis-
sue 350 at a spotted region 356. The imager 310 is ad-
ditionally configured to image electromagnetic radiation
emitted by the spotting laser 360.
[0054] Figure 3B illustrates a first example image 370a
that could be generated using the imager 310 during the
first period of time (i.e., the period of time illustrated in
Figure 3A). The first example image 370a includes a first
image of the biological tissue 371a related at least to
infrared light received from the biological tissue 350 dur-
ing the first period of time by the imager 310. The first
image of the biological tissue 371a includes an image of
the spotted region 376a due to light emitted by the spot-
ting laser 360 and received by the imager 310 after re-
flecting, scattering, or otherwise interacting with the bio-
logical tissue 350. A first determined target region 372a
represents the location on the first image of the biological
tissue 371a corresponding to the first target region 352a.
Note that the first determined target region 372a is not a
feature of the first image of the biological tissue 371a;
rather, the first determined target region 372a is deter-
mined based on the configuration (e.g., location, orien-
tation) of the imager 310 and heating laser 320. During
the first period of time, the first target region 352a is not
within the spotted region 365; correspondingly, the first
determined target region 372a is not proximate to the
image of the spotted region 376a.
[0055] In some examples, the first time period of Fig-
ures 3A and 3B could be an initial time period. The loca-
tion of the spotted region 365 could be specified using
the spotting laser 360, and the heating laser 320 and/or
other elements of the active tracking system 300 could
be operated during a second time period (illustrated in
Figure 3C) to direct a second beam of electromagnetic
radiation 325b using the heating laser 320 toward the
spotted region 356. In some examples, the heating laser
320 could be operated to heat the spotted region 365
during the second time period such that the spotted re-
gion 365 becomes a high-temperature region 354, and
further, such that the imager 310 could be used to deter-
mine the location of the spotted region 365/ high-temper-
ature region 354 during time periods subsequent to the
initial time period.
[0056] Figure 3D illustrates a second example image
370b that could be generated using the imager 310 during
the second period of time (i.e., the period of time illus-
trated in Figure 3C). The second example image 370b

includes a second image of the biological tissue 371b
related at least to infrared light received from the biolog-
ical tissue 350 during the second period of time by the
imager 310. The second image of the biological tissue
371b includes an image of the high-temperature region
374. The second image of the biological tissue 371b ad-
ditionally includes an image of the spotted region 376b
due to light emitted by the spotting laser 360 and received
by the imager 310 after reflecting, scattering, or otherwise
interacting with the biological tissue 350. During the sec-
ond period of time, the high temperature region 354 co-
incides with the spotted region 356; correspondingly, the
image of the high-temperature region 374 is proximate
to the image of the spotted region 376b.
[0057] In some examples, the spotting laser 360 could
be operated to indicate a specified location based on
information from an imaging device (e.g., CT scanner,
MR imager, ultrasound scanner), the location of one or
more anatomical landmarks of the biological tissue 350,
one or more fiducials or other markers disposed on or in
the biological tissue, the judgments of a surgeon or other
user, or some other information. The spotting laser 360
could be a handheld device, a device disposed on an
articulated or otherwise actuated apparatus, a compo-
nent of an imaging system, or configured in some other
way. The spotting laser 360 could emit visible light, in-
frared light, ultraviolet light, or some other type of directed
electromagnetic radiation. Conversely, the imager could
be configured in a variety of ways to detect the light emit-
ted by the spotting laser 360. In some examples, this
could include the imager 310 comprising a camera hav-
ing a first set of sensors configured to detect infrared light
received from the biological tissue 350 and a second set
of sensors configured to detected light emitted by the
spotting laser 360 and reflected, scattered, or otherwise
received from the biological tissue 350. In some exam-
ples, this could include the imager 350 comprising a first
camera configured to detect infrared light received from
the biological tissue 350 and a second camera configured
to detected light emitted by the spotting laser 360 and
reflected, scattered, or otherwise received from the bio-
logical tissue 350.
[0058] In some examples, the active tracking system
could include a second laser disposed on the heating
laser such that a second beam of electromagnetic radi-
ation emitted by the second laser intersects with an en-
vironment of interest at a location proximate to a location
at which a beam of electromagnetic radiation emitted by
the heating laser intersects with the environment of in-
terest The second beam of electromagnetic radiation
could be configured to illuminate a region of an environ-
ment of interest such that the illumination could be im-
aged (e.g., using an imager of the active tracking system)
and such that the imaged illuminated region could be
used to determine a target region of the environment be-
ing heated by the beam of electromagnetic radiation emit-
ted by the heating laser. The use of a second laser con-
figured as described above could allow for the operation
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of an active tracking system with less calibration and/or
model information about the configuration of the active
tracking system and/or an environment of interest. This
could be achieved by operating the heating laser based
on a detected location of the intersection of the beam of
electromagnetic radiation emitted by the second laser
relative to a detected location of a high-temperature re-
gion of the environment of interest For example, the heat-
ing laser could be operated in a feedback mode such that
the detected location of the intersection of the beam of
electromagnetic radiation emitted by the second laser is
moved toward the detected location of the high-temper-
ature region of the environment of interest.
[0059] Figure 4A illustrates an example active tracking
system 400 that includes an imager 410, a heating laser
420, and a mount 405 configured as described herein
during a first period of time. The heating laser 420 further
includes a second laser configured to emit a second
beam of electromagnetic radiation such that the second
beam of electromagnetic radiation intersects with the bi-
ological tissue 450 at a location proximate to a location
at which a beam of electromagnetic radiation emitted by
the heating laser intersects with the biological tissue 450.
The two beams of electromagnetic radiation (emitted by
the heating laser and the second laser) comprise a first
combined beam of electromagnetic radiation 425a that
is directed toward a biological tissue 450 such that the
first beam of combined electromagnetic radiation 425a
intersects with the biological tissue 450 at a first target
region 452a. The first target region 452a is within a first
high-temperature region 454a of the biological tissue
450. Further, the first combined beam of electromagnetic
radiation 425a results in a first illuminated spot 456a on
the biological tissue 450. The second laser could be con-
figured to emit ultraviolet, visible, infrared, or some other
wavelength or wavelengths of directed electromagnetic
radiation.
[0060] Figure 4B illustrates a first example image 470a
that could be generated using the imager 410 during the
first period of time (i.e., the period of time illustrated in
Figure 4A). The first example image 470a includes a first
image of the biological tissue 471a related at least to
infrared light received from the biological tissue 450 dur-
ing the first period of time by the imager 410. The first
image of the biological tissue 471a includes an image of
the first high-temperature region 474a. A first determined
target region 472a represents the location on the first
image of the biological tissue 471a corresponding to the
first target region 452a. Note that the first determined
target region 472a is not a feature of the first image of
the biological tissue 471a; however, the first determined
target region 472a could be determined based on the
location of an image of the first illuminated spot 476a.
During the first period of time, the first target region 452a
is within the first high-temperature region 454a; corre-
spondingly, the first determined target region 472a and
the first illuminated spot 476a are proximate to the first
high-temperature region 474a.

[0061] Note that, during the first time period (aspects
of which are illustrated in Figures 4A and 4B), the first
combined beam of electromagnetic radiation 455a is ori-
ented in a direction such that the first target region 452a
is within the first high-temperature region 454a of the
biological tissue 450. This situation could have come
about as a result of a controller or some other system
(e.g., a component of the active tracking system 400)
operating the heating laser 420 (e.g., operating an ori-
enting actuator to control the orientation of the heating
laser 420 and a power controller to modulate the power
output of the heating laser 420) such that the first com-
bined beam of electromagnetic radiation 455a intersects
with the biological tissue 450 at a controlled location (i.e.,
the first target region 452a) to heat the first high-temper-
ature region 454a. In some examples, the controlled lo-
cation could be based on a determined location of the
first high-temperature region 454a (e.g., the imager 410
could be operated to image the biological tissue 450 (in-
cluding imaging the first high-temperature region 454a)
such that the location of the first high-temperature region
454a could be determined). For example, the controlled
location could be specified to be substantially equal to
the determined location of the first high-temperature re-
gion 454a. Additionally or alternatively, the controlled lo-
cation could be specified relative to the determined loca-
tion of the first high-temperature region 454a such that,
over a number of subsequent time periods (e.g., subse-
quent to the first time period), the heating laser 420 could
heat, ablate, burn, or otherwise effect a change in a series
of target regions of the biological tissue 450. For example,
the heating laser 420 could be operated to ablate tissue
along a specified trajectory on the surface of the biolog-
ical tissue 450.
[0062] In some examples, the heating laser 420 could
be operated as described above to control the orientation
of a beam of electromagnetic radiation emitted by the
heating laser 420 such that the beam of electromagnetic
radiation intersects with the biological tissue 450 proxi-
mate to the determined location of a high temperature
region of the biological tissue 450 (e.g., first high-tem-
perature region 454a). This could include adjusting the
orientation of the beam of electromagnetic radiation emit-
ted by the heating laser 420 a plurality of times per second
(i.e., at a specified sampling and/or update rate) such
that the beam of electromagnetic radiation intersects with
the biological tissue 450 proximate to a determined lo-
cation of a high temperature region of the biological tissue
450 (i.e., the location of the high temperature region could
be determined a plurality of times per second). In some
examples, the heating laser 420 could be operated to
alter the orientation of the beam of electromagnetic ra-
diation only when a determined distance between a de-
termined location of the high temperature region of the
biological tissue 450 and a determined location at which
the beam of electromagnetic radiation intersects with the
biological tissue 450 exceeds a threshold value. Other
methods of operating the heating laser 420, the imager
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410, and/or other elements of the active tracking system
400 to determine the location of a high-temperature re-
gion of the biological tissue 450 and to direct a beam of
electromagnetic radiation emitted by the heating laser
420 toward the determined location of the high temper-
ature region are anticipated.
[0063] Figure 4C illustrates the example active track-
ing system 400 of Figure 4A during a second time period.
The biological tissue 450 has shifted, deformed, or oth-
erwise changed such that the region of the biological tis-
sue 450 corresponding to the first high-temperature re-
gion 454a during the first time period corresponds to the
second high-temperature region 454b during the second
time period. A second combined beam of electromagnet-
ic radiation 425b is directed toward the biological tissue
450 such that the second combined beam of electromag-
netic radiation 425b intersects with the biological tissue
450 at a second target region 452b. The heating laser
420 is oriented in the same direction during the second
time period as during the first; as such, the second target
region 452b is not collocated with the second high-tem-
perature region 454b of the biological tissue 450. Further,
the second combined beam of electromagnetic radiation
425b results in a second illuminated spot 456b on the
biological tissue 450.
[0064] Figure 4D illustrates a second example image
470b that could be generated using the imager 410 during
the second period of time (i.e., the period of time illus-
trated in Figure 4C). The second example image 470b
includes a second image of the biological tissue 471b
related at least to infrared light received from the biolog-
ical tissue 450 during the second period of time by the
imager 410. The second image of the biological tissue
471b includes an image of the second high-temperature
region 474b. A second determined target region 472b
represents the location on the second image of the bio-
logical tissue 471b corresponding to the second target
region 452b. Note that the second determined target re-
gion 472b is not a feature of the second image of the
biological tissue 471b; however, the second determined
target region 472b could be determined based on the
location of an image of the second illuminated spot 476b.
During the second period of time, the second target re-
gion 452b is not within the second high-temperature re-
gion 454b; correspondingly, the second determined tar-
get region 472b and the second illuminated spot 476b
are separate from the second high-temperature region
474b.
[0065] The heating laser 420 could be operated, based
at least on information (e.g., images) generated by the
imager 410, to change the orientation of the second com-
bined beam of electromagnetic radiation 455b such that
the second target region 454b is within the second high-
temperature region 454b and/or directed toward a con-
trolled location relative to the location of the second high-
temperature region 454b. This could include determining
the location of the second high-temperature region 454b
and/or second target region 452b relative to elements of

the active tracking system 400 (e.g., heating laser 420)
and/or relative to elements of the second example image
470b (or any other image) generated by the imager 410.
In some examples, this could include determining a set
of commands (e.g., actuator operations, galvanometer
angles, servomotor rotations) based at least on informa-
tion in the second example image 470b sufficient to
change the orientation of the heating laser 420 such that
a combined beam of electromagnetic radiation emitted
by the heating laser 420 (and second laser disposed
thereupon) intersects with the biological tissue 450 prox-
imate to the second high-temperature region 454b. In
some examples, this could include operating the heating
laser 420 such that the orientation of a beam of electro-
magnetic radiation emitted by the heating laser 420
changes a small amount during respective time periods
(e.g., update periods) of a plurality of time periods such
that the location at which the beam of electromagnetic
radiation emitted by the heating laser 420 intersects the
biological tissue 450 changes incrementally to approach
the second high-temperature region 454b. Other meth-
ods of operating the heating laser 420, imager 410, and
other elements of the active tracking system 400 (e.g.,
to heat, burn, ablate, or otherwise affect a plurality of
regions of the biological tissue 450 along a specified tra-
jectory during a plurality of respective subsequent peri-
ods of time) are anticipated.

IV. Example systems of an active tracking system

[0066] Figure 5 is a simplified block diagram illustrating
the components of an active tracking system 500, ac-
cording to an example embodiment. Active tracking sys-
tem 500 may take the form of or be similar to one of the
example active tracking systems 100, 200, 300, 400
shown in Figures 1, 2A, 2C, 3A, 3C, 4A, and 4C. However,
active tracking system 500 may also take other forms,
such as a wall, surgical table, ceiling, or floor-mounted
device. Active tracking system 500 could also take the
form of a system, device, or combination of devices that
is configured to part of another device, apparatus, or sys-
tem. For example, active tracking system 500 could take
the form of an imager, heating laser, and other compo-
nents configured to be mounted to or otherwise disposed
as part of a surgical apparatus, tool, implement, or system
(e.g., a robotic surgical system, a stereotactic surgical
apparatus, an imaging-guided surgical system). Active
tracking system 500 could also take the form of a system
configured to image and to emit a heating beam of elec-
tromagnetic radiation toward some other industrial envi-
ronment, medical environment, scientific environment,
or some other environment, for example, a work piece
to be marked, cut, inscribed, tracked, or otherwise ma-
nipulated and/or measured. Active tracking system 500
also could take other forms.
[0067] In particular, Figure 5 shows an example of an
active tracking system 500 having an imager 502, a heat-
ing laser 504, a user interface 508, communication sys-
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tem(s) 530 for transmitting data to a remote system, and
controller(s) 510. The components of the active tracking
system 500 may be disposed on or within a mount or
housing or on some other structure for mounting the de-
vice to enable stable imaging, heating, or other functions
relative to elements in an environment of interest, for ex-
ample, to surgical frame secured relative to a biological
tissue of interest.
[0068] Controller 510 may include a general-purpose
processor or a special purpose processor (e.g., digital
signal processors, application specific integrated circuits,
etc.). The one or more controllers 510 can be configured
to execute computer-readable program instructions 514
that are stored in a computer readable data storage 512
and that are executable to provide the functionality of an
active tracking system 500 as described herein.
[0069] The computer readable data storage 512 may
include or take the form of one or more non-transitory,
computer-readable storage media that can be read or
accessed by at least one controller 510. The one or more
computer-readable storage media can include volatile
and/or non-volatile storage components, such as optical,
magnetic, organic or other memory or disc storage, which
can be integrated in whole or in part with at least one of
the one or more controllers 510. In some embodiments,
the computer readable data storage 512 can be imple-
mented using a single physical device (e.g., one optical,
magnetic, organic or other memory or disc storage unit),
while in other embodiments, the computer readable data
storage 512 can be implemented using two or more phys-
ical devices.
[0070] Imager 502 could be any device capable of de-
tecting infrared light received from a biological tissue or
from some other environment of interest. The imager 502
could include a variety of components, including infrared
sensors, infrared cameras (e.g., a camera configured to
image light having a wavelength between approximately
9 micrometers and approximately 14 micrometers), bo-
lometers, microbolometers, focal plane arrays, or other
devices and/or arrangements of devices configured to
generate an image of an environment of interest by de-
tecting infrared light received from the environment of
interest. The imager 502 could be configured and/or op-
erated to determine the temperature of a region of the
environment of interest. The imager 502 could include
one or more optical elements including but not limited to
lenses, apertures, visible-light mirrors, infrared-light mir-
rors, diffraction gratings, filters (e.g., a filter configured
to substantially block visible light while transmitting infra-
red light), or other optical elements configured to interact
with infrared light received from the environment of inter-
est so as to enable imaging of the received infrared light
The imager 502 could additionally be configured to image
other objects and/or to detect energy other than infrared
light. The imager 502 could be configured to rotate, trans-
late, or otherwise move such that the region imaged by
the imager 502 (i.e., a region in the direction of an optical
axis of the imager 502) could be controlled and/or

changed.
[0071] The heating laser 504 could be any device con-
figured to emit a directed beam of electromagnetic radi-
ation sufficient to cause localized heating of a target re-
gion of an environment of interest proximate to where
the emitted beam intersects with the environment of in-
terest. The heating laser 504 could be a medical laser.
The heating laser 504 could include a CO2 laser, a sem-
iconductor diode laser, a dye laser, an excimer laser, a
fiber laser, a gas laser, a free electron laser, or some
other type or types of laser. The heating laser 504 could
include optical elements configured to affect one or more
properties of the beam of electromagnetic energy emitted
by the heating laser 504, e.g., lenses, mirrors, diffraction
gratings, volume holographic gratings, collimators, non-
linear optical elements (e.g., frequency doubling or tri-
pling media), or other elements. The heating laser 504
could be configured such that one or more properties of
the beam of electromagnetic energy have a specified val-
ue. The heating laser 504 could be configured such that
the orientation (i.e., location and/or angular direction) of
the emitted beam of electromagnetic energy is control-
lable. In some examples, this could include rotating,
translating, or otherwise moving the heating laser 504.
Additionally or alternatively, the heating laser 504 could
include optical elements actuated to control the orienta-
tion of the emitted beam of electromagnetic energy. Oth-
er configurations and methods of controlling the orienta-
tion of the emitted beam of electromagnetic energy
and/or other properties of the heating laser 504 are an-
ticipated.
[0072] The program instructions 514 stored on the
computer readable data storage 512 may include instruc-
tions to perform any of the methods described herein.
For instance, in the illustrated embodiment, program in-
structions 514 include an image processing module 515
and a laser control module 516.
[0073] The image processing module 515 can include
instructions for operating the imager 502 and for manip-
ulating information (e.g., infrared images of a target en-
vironment) generated by the imager 502. For example,
the controller(s) 510 may operate the imager 502 during
each of a set of pre-set measurement and/or laser up-
dating periods. In particular, the image processing mod-
ule 515 can include instructions for locating one or more
high-temperature regions within an image of an environ-
ment of interest. In some examples, a threshold operation
could be applied to a generated image about detected
received infrared light from a biological tissue or other
environment of interest and circle-fitting or some other
centroid-locating operation could be applied to the
thresholded data to determine the location of one or more
high-temperature regions within the image. Peak detec-
tion, wavelet decomposition, fitting of a Gaussian or other
distribution, or some other algorithm or combination of
algorithms could be employed to determine the presence
and/or location of one or more high-temperature regions
within an image of a biological tissue or other environ-
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ment of interest. Further, the image processing module
515 could include instructions to determine a tempera-
ture or other information about the one or more high-
temperature regions corresponding to the image of the
high-temperature region (or corresponding to other re-
gions of an image generated by the imager 502); for ex-
ample, the amplitude of the detected received infrared
light corresponding to a high-temperature region could
be used (e.g., using a look-up table or other method) to
determine the temperature of the high-temperature re-
gion. Such methods could additionally or alternatively be
used to determine the temperature or other information
(e.g., thermal information, specific heat, thermal conduc-
tivity, energy of vaporization) about other regions of an
environment imaged by the imager 502.
[0074] The laser control module 516 can include in-
structions for operating the heating laser 504 to enable
any of the functions or applications of an active tracking
system as described herein. Generally, instructions in
the laser control module 516 describe methods of oper-
ating the heating laser 504 such that the orientation of
an emitted beam of electromagnetic radiation emitted by
the heating laser 504 intersects with an environment of
interest at a controlled location based on a determined
location of a high-temperature region of the environment
of interest (e.g., a location determined by the image
processing module 514 based on image data generated
using the imager 504). Other operations, functions, and
applications of the heating laser 504 and/or of other com-
ponents of the active tracking system 500 as described
herein could be implemented as program instructions in
the laser control module 516.
[0075] Some of the program instructions of the image
processing module 515 and/or laser control module 516
may, in some examples, be stored in a computer-read-
able medium and executed by a processor located ex-
ternal to the active tracking system 500. For example,
the active tracking system 500 could be configured to
image a biological environment and then transmit the da-
ta to a remote server, which may include a mobile device,
a personal computer, the cloud, or any other remote sys-
tem, for further processing.
[0076] User interface 508 could include indicators, dis-
plays, buttons, touchscreens, and/or other elements con-
figured to present information about the active tracking
system 500 to a user and/or to allow the user to operate
the active tracking system 500. Additionally or alterna-
tively, the active tracking system 500 could be configured
to communicate with another system (e.g., a cellphone,
a tablet, a computer, a remote server) and to present
elements of a user interface using the remote system.
The user interface 508 could be disposed proximate to
the heating laser 504, imager, 502, controller(s) 510, or
other elements of the active tracking system 500 or could
be disposed away from other elements of the active track-
ing system 500 and could further be in wired or wireless
communication with the other elements of the active
tracking system 500. The user interface 508 could be

configured to allow a user to specify a target region of a
biological tissue, specify a temperature to heat the target
region to using the heating laser 504, plan a trajectory
within a biological tissue to ablate using the heating laser
504, or to specify some other operation, function, or prop-
erty of operation of the active tracking system 500. The
user interface 508 could be configured to present infor-
mation about a biological tissue (e.g., a temperature, a
specific heat, a thermal conductivity) to the user using a
display, to present a degree of progress of an ongoing
function of the active tracking system (e.g., a degree of
progress in ablating biological tissue along a specified
trajectory), to present an image of a biological tissue gen-
erated using the imager 502 or using some other imaging
component or sensor, or to present some other informa-
tion to a user. Other configurations and methods of op-
eration of a user interface 508 are anticipated.
[0077] Communication system(s) 530 may also be op-
erated by instructions within the program instructions
514, such as instructions for sending and/or receiving
information via a wireless antenna, which may be dis-
posed on or in the active tracking system 500. The com-
munication system(s) 530 can optionally include one or
more oscillators, mixers, frequency injectors, etc. to mod-
ulate and/or demodulate information on a carrier frequen-
cy to be transmitted and/or received by the antenna. In
some examples, the active tracking system 500 is con-
figured to indicate an output from the controller(s) 510
by transmitting an electromagnetic or other wireless sig-
nal according to one or more wireless communications
standards (e.g., Bluetooth, WiFi, IRdA, ZigBee, WiMAX,
LTE). In some examples, the communication system(s)
530 could include one or more wired communications
interfaces and the active tracking system 500 could be
configured to indicate an output from the controller(s) 510
by operating the one or more wired communications in-
terfaces according to one or more wired communications
standards (e.g., USB, FireWire, Ethernet, RS-232).
[0078] The computer readable data storage 512 may
further contain other data or information, such as medical
and health history of a patient whose biological tissue is
being tracked or otherwise affected by the active tracking
system 500, that may be useful in tracking or otherwise
interacting with a biological tissue or other environment
of interest Further, the computer readable data storage
512 may contain data corresponding to imaging informa-
tion about a biological tissue or other environment of in-
terest The computer readable data storage 512 may con-
tain calibration data corresponding to a configuration of
the active tacking system 500. For example, the compu-
ter readable data storage 512 may contain information
about the relative location of the imager 502 and the heat-
ing laser 504, information describing a model to deter-
mine the location of a target region of the heating laser
504 based on the location of a detected image of a high
temperature-region of an imaged environment and/or the
location of a detected image of some other spot of illu-
mination of an imaged environment. The laser control
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module 516 may include instructions for generating cal-
ibration and/or model data for the active tracking system
500 based on data collected during operation of the active
tracking system 500. For example, the laser control mod-
ule 516 may generate a mapping between locations of
target regions in the environment of the active tracking
system 500 and locations of images of high-temperature
regions of the environment as imaged using the imager
502. Calibration, model, imaging, and/or other data may
also be generated by a remote server and transmitted to
the active tracking system 500 via communication sys-
tem(s) 530.
[0079] In some examples, the collected calibration
and/or model data, stored information about operation of
the active tracking system 500 (e.g., information about
ablation of biological tissues performed using the active
tracking system 500), health state information (e.g., ther-
mal properties of biological tissues) detected by the ac-
tive tracking system 500 and other usage or other infor-
mation may additionally be input to a cloud network (e.g.,
using the communications system(s) 530) and be made
available for download by users having sufficient permis-
sions (e.g., a surgeon tasked with reviewing the outcome
of a surgical intervention wholly or partially effected using
the active tracking system 500). Other analyses may also
be performed on the collected data, such as physiological
parameter data and health state information, in the cloud
computing network and be made available for download
by physicians or clinicians.
[0080] Further, physiological parameter and health
state data from individuals or populations of device users
may be used by physicians or clinicians in monitoring
outcomes of a surgical intervention or other treatment.
For example, high-density, real-time data may be collect-
ed from a population of device users who have experi-
enced a surgical intervention using the active tracking
system 500 to assess the safety and efficacy of the sur-
gical intervention. Such data may also be used on an
individual level to assess a particular patient’s response
to a surgical intervention or therapy. Based on this data,
a physician or clinician may be able to tailor a future sur-
gical intervention or other treatment to suit an individual’s
needs.

V. Illustrative Methods

[0081] Figure 6 is a flowchart of a method 600 for op-
erating elements of an active tracking system to perform
functions and/or applications of the active tracking sys-
tem. The active tracking system includes an imager con-
figured to image a biological tissue by detecting infrared
light received from the biological tissue; further, the in-
frared light received from the biological tissue is related
to a temperature of the biological tissue. The active track-
ing system further includes a heating laser configured to
emit a beam of electromagnetic radiation having a con-
trolled orientation (i.e., location and/or angular direction)
at the biological tissue; further, the beam of electromag-

netic radiation is configured to cause localized heating
of a target region of the biological tissue proximate to
where the beam of electromagnetic radiation intersects
with the biological tissue.
[0082] The method 600 includes operating the imager
to image infrared light received from the biological tissue
602. This could include powering the imager, initializing
the imager (e.g., blanking a memory of the imager, per-
forming a calibration of the imager, providing a stable
supply voltage to the imager, setting operational param-
eters (e.g., exposure time) of the imager), sending a com-
mand to the imager to generate an image of the biological
tissue, buffering image information from the imager, or
some other operation related to generating an image of
the biological tissue using the imager. For example, op-
erating the imager to image infrared light received from
the biological tissue 602 could include performing image
processing on the generated image to remove image ar-
tifacts and/or to compensate for inter-pixel variations
within an array of sensors of the imager.
[0083] The method 600 additionally includes determin-
ing a location of a high-temperature region of the biolog-
ical tissue relative to the heating laser 604. This could
include determining the location of an image of the high-
temperature region in an image of the biological tissue
generated using the imager (602). This could further in-
clude combining the determined location of the image of
the high-temperature region within the image of the bio-
logical tissue with information about the relative locations
of the imager, heating laser, and biological tissue to de-
termine the location of the high-temperature region of the
biological tissue relative to the heating laser 604. This
could include using a model of elements of the active
tracking system, using a mapping, using calibration data,
and/or using some other algorithm or method.
[0084] The method 600 additionally includes operating
the heating laser to control the orientation of the emitted
beam of electromagnetic radiation emitted by the heating
laser such that the beam intersects with the biological
tissue at a controlled location based on the determined
location of the high-temperature region of the biological
tissue 606. This could include determining and executing
a set of actuations of the heating laser (e.g., a rotation
angle to be executed by a galvanometer or other actuator
configured to rotate the heating laser and/or optical ele-
ments of the heating laser) such that the beam electro-
magnetic radiation emitted by the heating laser intersects
with the biological environment proximate to the control-
led location. In some examples, the controlled location
could be substantially equal to the determined location
of the high-temperature region of the biological tissue. In
some examples, the controlled location could be a spec-
ified distance away from the determined location of the
high-temperature region in a specified direction such that
the heating laser is controlled to heat a sequence of sub-
stantially proximate locations of the biological tissue
along a specified trajectory at respective specified points
in time.
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[0085] The method 600 could include operating the
heating laser to control the power of the emitted beam
of electromagnetic radiation by modulating the power of
the emitted beam according to one or more determined
properties of the biological environment. For example,
the power of the emitted beam of electromagnetic radi-
ation could be modulated based on a determined tem-
perature of the high-temperature region of the biological
tissue such that the temperature of the high-temperature
region is substantially equal to a specified temperature.
The specified temperature could be specified to effect
some change in the biological temperature; for example,
the specified temperature could be a high enough tem-
perature to cause coagulation of blood, denaturation of
proteins, vaporization and/or ablation of biological tissue,
or some other effect
[0086] The method 600 could further include operating
the imager and the heating laser during an initial time
period. Operating the imager and heating laser during
the initial time period could include operating the heating
laser to control the orientation of the beam of electromag-
netic radiation such that the beam intersects with the bi-
ological tissue at a specified location. In some examples,
the specified location could be specified based on infor-
mation generated by imaging the biological tissue, e.g.,
by imaging the tissue using fluorescent imaging, a CT
scanner, an MMR imager, an ultrasonic scanner, or some
other imaging method or apparatus. For example, the
active tracking system could be used to image a thermal
or other property of the biological tissue (e.g., to generate
a map of thermal conductivity of the tissue), and a spec-
ified location could be determined based on the imaged
property of the biological tissue. In some examples, the
specified location could be specified by a beam of elec-
tromagnetic radiation emitted by a spotting laser, as de-
scribed elsewhere herein. Other methods of specifying
a specified location and operating an active tracking sys-
tem relative to the specified location during an initial pe-
riod are anticipated.
[0087] The method 600 could include other additional
steps or elements. The method 600 could include any
additional steps, or could include details of implementa-
tion of the listed steps 602, 604, 606 or of other additional
steps, as described herein in relation to the operation of
an active tracking system. The method 600 could include
determining a thermal property (including but not limited
to specific heat, thermal conductivity, and energy of va-
porization) of the biological tissue. The steps of the meth-
od 600 (e.g., 602, 604, 606) could include determining
the locations of two high-temperature regions of the bi-
ological tissue and operating the heating laser to emit a
beam of electromagnetic radiation having a first orienta-
tion toward a first controlled location relative to a deter-
mined location of a first high-temperature region of the
biological tissue during a first period of time and to emit
a beam of electromagnetic radiation having a second ori-
entation toward a second controlled location relative to
a determined location of a second high-temperature re-

gion of the biological tissue during a second period of
time. Additional and alternative steps of the method 600
are anticipated.
[0088] In some examples, the environment described
in relation to the method 600 above could be a biological
tissue of a human body. For example, the environment
could be a tissue that has been determined to include a
tumor that could be ablated by the controlled application
of electromagnetic energy applied, e.g., by an active
tracking system as described herein. Other examples of
environments, target regions, methods of operating an
active tracking system, configurations of active tracking
systems, and other elements are anticipated.

CONCLUSION

[0089] Where example embodiments involve informa-
tion related to a person or a device of a person, the em-
bodiments should be understood to include privacy con-
trols. Such privacy controls include, at least, anonymiza-
tion of device identifiers, transparency and user controls,
including functionality that would enable users to modify
or delete information relating to the user’s use of a prod-
uct
[0090] Further, in situations in where embodiments
discussed herein collect personal information about us-
ers, or may make use of personal information, the users
may be provided with an opportunity to control whether
programs or features collect user information (e.g., infor-
mation about a user’s medical history, information about
a surgical intervention performed on the user, information
about biological tissues of a user, a user’s preferences,
or a user’s current location), or to control whether and/or
how to receive content from a content server (e.g., a pro-
file of power to ablate a tissue applied using a heating
laser) that may be more relevant to the user. In addition,
certain data may be treated in one or more ways before
it is stored or used, so that personally identifiable infor-
mation is removed. For example, a user’s identity may
be treated so that no personally identifiable information
can be determined for the user, or a user’s geographic
location may be generalized where location information
is obtained (such as to a hospital, city, ZIP code, or state
level), so that a particular location of a user cannot be
determined. Thus, the user may have control over how
information is collected about the user and used by a
content server.
[0091] The particular arrangements shown in the Fig-
ures should not be viewed as limiting. It should be un-
derstood that other embodiments may include more or
less of each element shown in a given Figure. Further,
some of the illustrated elements may be combined or
omitted. Yet further, an exemplary embodiment may in-
clude elements that are not illustrated in the Figures.
[0092] Moreover, it is particularly noted that while de-
vices, systems, methods, and other embodiments are
described herein by way of example as being employed
to control the orientation, power, and other aspects of
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use of a heating laser in heating biological environments
of a human body, it is noted that the disclosed devices,
systems, and methods can be applied in other contexts
as well. For example, active tracking systems configured
as disclosed herein may be included as part of other sur-
gical and/or medical imaging apparatus. In some con-
texts, such a tracking system could be operated to detect
one or more properties of a tissue or other element of a
human body, possibly in concert with other medical im-
aging or other sensor apparatus. In another example, an
active tracking system could be configured to apply heat
to specified elements and/or regions of a non-tissue el-
ement of a human body. For example, the active tracking
system could be configured and/or applied to apply heat
to a specified region of an implantable device (e.g., a
stent, an artificial joint, a pacemaker) to effect a desired
change in the implantable device (e.g., to section the
device, to weld an element of the device, to activate an
element of the device, to trim an element (e.g., an elec-
trode) of the device).
[0093] In other examples, devices, systems, and meth-
ods disclosed herein may be applied to heat specified
regions of and/or track thermally-tagged regions of envi-
ronments that are not in or on a human body. For exam-
ple, active tracking systems disclosed herein may be in-
cluded in systems used to apply heat to a specified region
(e.g., a tissue of) of an animal. In another example, de-
vices, systems, and methods disclosed herein may be
applied to heat specified regions of and/or track thermal-
ly-tagged regions of an industrial environment or a work
element of an industrial process, such as a work element
in a laser cutting process.
[0094] Additionally, while various aspects and embod-
iments have been disclosed herein, other aspects and
embodiments will be apparent to those skilled in the art.
The various aspects and embodiments disclosed herein
are for purposes of illustration and are not intended to be
limiting, with the true scope being indicated by the fol-
lowing claims. Other embodiments may be utilized, and
other changes may be made, without departing from the
scope of the subject matter presented herein. It will be
readily understood that the aspects of the present dis-
closure, as generally described herein, and illustrated in
the figures, can be arranged, substituted, combined, sep-
arated, and designed in a wide variety of different con-
figurations, all of which are contemplated herein.

Claims

1. A system (300, 500) comprising:

a camera system (310, 502), wherein the cam-
era system is operable to image infrared light;
a heating laser (320, 504), wherein the heating
laser comprises at least one optical element;
a spotting laser (360); and
a controller (510) comprising memory and at

least one processor, wherein the processor is
configured to execute instructions stored in the
memory so as to perform operations, wherein
the operations comprise:

during a first time period, operating the cam-
era system (310, 502) to generate a first im-
age of biological tissue (350) related at least
to infrared light received from the biological
tissue, wherein imaging the biological tissue
(350) during the first period of time compris-
es imaging light that has been emitted from
the spotting laser (360) and that has illumi-
nated a specified location (356) of the bio-
logical tissue (350);
during the first time period, based on the
first image of the biological tissue (350),
controlling the heating laser (320, 504) to
emit a beam of electromagnetic radiation to-
ward the specified location (356) of the bi-
ological tissue (350) sufficient to heat the
specified location (356) of the biological tis-
sue (350);
receiving, via the camera system (310,
502), during a second time period following
the first time period, information indicative
of respective temperatures of a plurality of
regions of the biological tissue (350);
determining, based on the received infor-
mation, a heated region from among the plu-
rality of regions of biological tissue (350);
determining a target region (352a) of bio-
logical tissue (350) based on a location of
the heated region;
tracking the heated region of biological tis-
sue (350); and
during a third time period following the sec-
ond time period, causing the beam of elec-
tromagnetic radiation to intersect with the
target region (352a) of biological tissue
(350) by adjusting the at least one optical
element based on a determined location of
the heated region of biological tissue (350)
despite the movement of the heated region
of biological tissue (350) relative to the heat-
ing laser (320, 504).

2. The system (300, 500) of claim 1, wherein the de-
termined target region (352a) comprises the deter-
mined heated region.

3. The system (300, 500) of claim 1, further comprising
a second laser comprising at least one optical ele-
ment, wherein the operations further comprise:

controlling the second laser to emit a beam of
electromagnetic radiation at the biological tis-
sue;
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receiving, via the camera system (310, 502), a
light from the biological tissue illuminated by the
beam of electromagnetic radiation emitted by
the second laser; and
causing the beam of electromagnetic radiation
emitted by the second laser to intersect with a
second target region of the biological tissue.

4. The system (300, 500) of claim 1, wherein the cam-
era system (310, 502) is operable to detect infrared
light having a wavelength between 9 micrometers
and 14 micrometers.

5. The system (300, 500) of claim 1, wherein the cam-
era system (310, 502) has an optical axis, wherein
the heating laser (320, 504) has an emitted beam
axis, wherein the optical axis is co-axial with the emit-
ted beam axis.

6. The system (300, 500) of claim 1, wherein the cam-
era system (310, 502) comprises a filter configured
to block light of wavelengths corresponding to a
wavelength of the beam of electromagnetic radiation
emitted by the heating laser (320, 504).

7. The system (300, 500) of claim 1, wherein the de-
termined target region (352a) of biological tissue
(350) is a specified distance away from the deter-
mined heated region of biological tissue (350) in a
specified direction.

8. The system (300, 500) of claim 7, wherein the de-
termined target region (352a) of biological tissue
(350) is a location along a specified trajectory.

9. The system (300, 500) of claim 1, wherein the oper-
ations further comprise modulating a power of the
beam of electromagnetic radiation based on a de-
tected temperature of the heated region of biological
tissue (350) and a specified temperature.

10. The system (300, 500) of claim 1, wherein the spot-
ting laser (360) is operable to emit visible light, and
wherein operating the camera system (310, 502) to
generate the first image of the biological tissue com-
prises operating the camera system (310, 502) to
image visible light.

Patentansprüche

1. System (300, 500), das Folgendes umfasst:

ein Kamerasystem (310, 502), wobei das Ka-
merasystem betreibbar ist, um Infrarotlicht ab-
zubilden;
einen Heizlaser (320, 504), wobei der Heizlaser
zumindest ein optisches Element umfasst;

einen Aufklärungslaser (360); und
eine Steuerung (510), die einen Speicher und
zumindest einen Prozessor umfasst, wobei der
Prozessor ausgelegt ist, um Befehle, die in dem
Speicher gespeichert sind, auszuführen, um
Vorgänge durchzuführen, wobei die Vorgänge
folgende umfassen:

während eines ersten Zeitraums, Betreiben
des Kamerasystems (310, 502), um ein ers-
tes Bild eines biologischen Gewebes (350)
zu erzeugen, das mit zumindest einem In-
frarotlicht in Zusammenhang steht, das von
dem biologischen Gewebe empfangen
wird, wobei das Abbilden des biologischen
Gewebes (350) während des ersten Zeit-
raums das Abbilden von Licht umfasst, das
aus dem Aufklärungslaser (360) ausge-
strahlt wird und das eine angegebene Stelle
(356) des biologischen Gewebes (350) be-
leuchtet hat;
während des ersten Zeitraums, Steuern des
Heizlasers (320, 504) basierend auf dem
ersten Bild des biologischen Gewebes
(350), um einen Strahl von elektromagneti-
scher Strahlung in Richtung der angegebe-
nen Stelle (356) des biologischen Gewebes
auszustrahlen, der ausreichend ist, um die
angegebene Stelle (356) des biologischen
Gewebes (350) zu erwärmen;
Empfangen von Informationen, die entspre-
chende Temperaturen einer Vielzahl von
Regionen des biologischen Gewebes (350)
angeben, während eines zweiten Zeit-
raums nach dem ersten Zeitraum über das
Kamerasystem (310, 502);
Bestimmen einer erwärmten Region aus
der Vielzahl von Regionen von biologi-
schem Gewebe (350) basierend auf den
empfangenen Informationen;
Bestimmen einer Zielregion (352a) von bi-
ologischem Gewebe (350) basierend auf ei-
ner Position der erwärmten Region;
Nachverfolgen der erwärmten Region von
biologischem Gewebe (350); und
während eines dritten Zeitraums nach dem
zweiten Zeitraum, Bewirken, dass der
Strahl von elektromagnetischer Strahlung
die Zielregion (352a) von biologischem Ge-
webe (350) schneidet, durch Einstellen des
zumindest einen optischen Elements basie-
rend auf einer bestimmten Position der er-
wärmten Region von biologischem Gewebe
(350) trotz der Bewegung der erwärmten
Region von biologischem Gewebe (350) re-
lativ zum Heizlaser (320, 504).

2. System (300, 500) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die be-
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stimmte Zielregion (352a) die bestimmte erwärmte
Region umfasst.

3. System (300, 500) nach Anspruch 1, das ferner ei-
nen zweiten Laser umfasst, der zumindest ein opti-
sches Element umfasst, wobei die Vorgänge ferner
folgende umfassen:

Steuern des zweiten Lasers, um einen Strahl
von elektromagnetischer Strahlung an das bio-
logische Gewebe auszustrahlen;
Empfangen eines Lichts von dem biologischen
Gewebe, das durch den Strahl von elektroma-
gnetischer Strahlung, der durch den zweiten La-
ser ausgestrahlt wurde, beleuchtet wird, über
das Kamerasystem (310, 502); und
Bewirken, dass der Strahl von elektromagneti-
scher Strahlung, der durch den zweiten Laser
ausgestrahlt wird, eine zweite Zielregion des bi-
ologischen Gewebes schneidet.

4. System (300, 500) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Ka-
merasystem (310, 502) betreibbar ist, um Infrarot-
licht mit einer Wellenlänge von zwischen 9 mm und
14 mm zu detektieren.

5. System (300, 500) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Ka-
merasystem (310, 502) eine optische Achse auf-
weist, wobei der Heizlaser (320, 504) eine Achse
eines ausgestrahlten Strahls aufweist, wobei die op-
tische Achse koaxial mit der Achse des ausgestrahl-
ten Strahls ist.

6. System (300, 500) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Ka-
merasystem (310, 502) einen Filter umfasst, der aus-
gelegt ist, um Licht mit Wellenlängen, die einer Wel-
lenlänge des Strahls von elektromagnetischer Strah-
lung entsprechen, der durch den Heizlaser (320,
504) ausgestrahlt wird, zu blockieren.

7. System (300, 500) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die be-
stimmte Zielregion (352a) von biologischem Gewe-
be (350) einen angegebenen Abstand von der be-
stimmten erwärmten Region von biologischem Ge-
webe (350) in eine angegebene Richtung aufweist.

8. System (300, 500) nach Anspruch 7, wobei die be-
stimmte Zielregion (352a) von biologischem Gewe-
be (350) eine Position entlang einer angegebenen
Trajektorie ist.

9. System (300, 500) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Vor-
gänge ferner das Modulieren einer Leistung des
Strahls von elektromagnetischer Strahlung basie-
rend auf einer detektierten Temperatur der erwärm-
ten Region von biologischem Gewebe (350) und ei-
ner angegebenen Temperatur umfassen.

10. System (300, 500) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Auf-
klärungslaser (360) betreibbar ist, um sichtbares
Licht auszustrahlen und wobei das Betreiben des
Kamerasystems (310, 502) zum Erzeugen des ers-
ten Bilds des biologischen Gewebes das Betreiben
des Kamerasystems (310, 502) umfasst, um sicht-
bares Licht abzubilden.

Revendications

1. Système (300, 500) comprenant :

un système de caméra (310, 502), dans lequel
le système de caméra peut fonctionner pour
imager de la lumière infrarouge ;
un laser chauffant (320, 504), dans lequel le la-
ser chauffant comprend au moins un élément
optique ;
un laser de repérage (360) ; et
un dispositif de commande (510) comprenant
une mémoire et au moins un processeur, dans
lequel le processeur est configuré pour exécuter
des instructions stockées dans la mémoire de
manière à effectuer des opérations, dans lequel
les opérations consistent à :

pendant une première période de temps,
faire fonctionner le système de caméra
(310, 502) pour générer une première ima-
ge de tissu biologique (350) relative au
moins à de la lumière infrarouge reçue de-
puis le tissu biologique, dans lequel l’ima-
gerie du tissu biologique (350) pendant la
première période du temps comprend une
imagerie d’une lumière qui a été émise par
le laser de repérage (360) et qui a éclairé
un emplacement spécifié (356) du tissu bio-
logique (350) ;
pendant la première période de temps, sur
la base de la première image du tissu bio-
logique (350), commander le laser chauf-
fant (320, 504) pour émettre un faisceau de
rayonnement électromagnétique vers l’em-
placement spécifié (356) du tissu biologique
(350) suffisant pour chauffer l’emplacement
spécifié (356) du tissu biologique (350) ;
recevoir, via le système de caméra (310,
502), pendant une deuxième période de
temps après la première période de temps,
des informations indiquant des températu-
res respectives d’une pluralité de régions
du tissu biologique (350) ;
déterminer, sur la base des informations re-
çues, une région chauffée parmi la pluralité
de régions de tissu biologique (350) ;
déterminer une région cible (352a) de tissu
biologique (350) sur la base d’un emplace-
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ment de la région chauffée ;
suivre la région chauffée de tissu biologique
(350) ; et
pendant une troisième période de temps
après la deuxième période de temps, ame-
ner le faisceau de rayonnement électroma-
gnétique à venir en intersection avec la ré-
gion cible (352a) du tissu biologique (350)
en ajustant le au moins un élément optique
sur la base d’un emplacement déterminé de
la région chauffée de tissu biologique (350)
malgré le déplacement de la région chauf-
fée de tissu biologique (350) par rapport au
laser chauffant (320, 504).

2. Système (300, 500) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel la région cible déterminée (352a) comprend
la région chauffée déterminée.

3. Système (300, 500) selon la revendication 1, com-
prenant en outre un second laser comprenant au
moins un élément optique, dans lequel les opéra-
tions consistent en outre à :

commander le second laser pour émettre un
faisceau de rayonnement électromagnétique au
niveau du tissu biologique ;
recevoir, via le système de caméra (310, 502),
une lumière provenant du tissu biologique éclai-
ré par le faisceau de rayonnement électroma-
gnétique émis par le second laser ; et
amener le faisceau de rayonnement électroma-
gnétique émis par le second laser à venir en
intersection avec une seconde région cible du
tissu biologique.

4. Système (300, 500) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel le système de caméra (310, 502) est opéra-
tionnel pour détecter une lumière infrarouge ayant
une longueur d’onde comprise entre 9 micromètres
et 14 micromètres.

5. Système (300, 500) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel le système de caméra (310, 502) a un axe
optique, dans lequel le laser chauffant (320, 504) a
un axe de faisceau émis, dans lequel l’axe optique
est coaxial avec l’axe de faisceau émis.

6. Système (300, 500) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel le système de caméra (310, 502) comprend
un filtre configuré pour bloquer une lumière de lon-
gueurs d’onde correspondant à une longueur d’onde
du faisceau de rayonnement électromagnétique
émis par le laser chauffant (320, 504).

7. Système (300, 500) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel la région cible déterminée (352a) de tissu bio-
logique (350) est à une distance spécifiée de la ré-

gion chauffée déterminée du tissu biologique (350)
dans une direction spécifiée.

8. Système (300, 500) selon la revendication 7, dans
lequel la région cible déterminée (352a) du tissu bio-
logique (350) est un emplacement le long d’une tra-
jectoire spécifiée.

9. Système (300, 500) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel les opérations comprennent en outre la mo-
dulation d’une puissance du faisceau de rayonne-
ment électromagnétique sur la base d’une tempéra-
ture détectée de la région chauffée du tissu biologi-
que (350) et d’une température spécifiée.

10. Système (300, 500) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel le laser de repérage (360) peut fonctionner
pour émettre de la lumière visible, et dans lequel le
fonctionnement du système de caméra (310, 502)
pour générer la première image du tissu biologique
comprend le fonctionnement du système de caméra
(310, 502) pour imager de la lumière visible.
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