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(57) There is provided a method, system and com-
puter program for detecting duplicate OTDR measure-
ments performed on a same fiber. It is determined wheth-
er OTDR traces are likely to have been acquired over
the same optical fiber link by comparing the backscatter-
ing pattern associated with a given fiber span along the
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present description generally relates to Optical Time-Domain Reflectometry (OTDR), and more particularly
to detection of duplicate OTDR measurements.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Communication network operators often subcontract installation, repair and testing of their optical fiber network.
These tasks can also be accomplished by network operators’ employees. Typically, a test job includes the characterization
of many optical fibers, which can be part of a same optical fiber cable. A single optical fiber cable may comprise up to
hundreds of individual optical fibers. A test report may be prepared by the employee or subcontractor and submitted to
the network operator. In the context of installation or repair, the test report may further be required to complete a job
and release payment to a subcontractor.
[0003] A test job may include, e.g., OTDR measurements carried towards each individual fiber of one or more optical
fiber cables.
[0004] Testing many fibers can take a long time and connecting to each individual fiber requires manipulation, including
cleaning. Furthermore, measurement results that do not comply with the network operator acceptance criteria (e.g.
PASS/FAIL thresholds) may involve extra manipulation to repair a noncompliant splice for example. Therefore, in order
to save time and money, temptation can be high to cheat by repeating an OTDR measurement on the same fiber and
pretend that the test was performed on different fibers.
[0005] Cheating employees or subcontractors would look for a compliant fiber (i.e., qualified as good or acceptable)
and then remain on this fiber while pretending to connect to the next one before launching a new measurement. Of
course, measurements will be repeated on compliant fibers and, consequently, fibers that might have failed the test can
go undetected.
[0006] Although duplication of test data files can be easily detected by auditing the test report (from metadata), such
audition will not detect duplicate measurements over a same fiber but saved in different data files.
[0007] Of course, although cheating is more tempting on a large number of fibers to be tested, it can also be present
on small numbers and duplicate measurements can also be inadvertent.
[0008] There therefore remains a need for detecting inadvertent or fraudulent duplicate OTDR measurements per-
formed on a same fiber.

SUMMARY

[0009] There is therefore provided a method, system and computer program for detecting duplicate OTDR measure-
ments performed on a same fiber. Duplicate OTDR measurements may be matched by pair by comparing the acquired
OTDR traces and, more specifically, their backscattering patterns. It is determined whether OTDR traces are likely to
have been acquired over the same optical fiber link by comparing the backscattering pattern associated with a given
fiber span along the OTDR traces, which correspond to a continuous optical fiber section.
[0010] The manufacturing process of optical fibers produces small fluctuations in the optical fiber structure along any
segment of optical fiber. When such fluctuations interact with the OTDR test pulses, it creates interferences and mod-
ulations that produce a backscattering pattern in the acquired OTDR trace. This backscattering pattern can be used to
detect duplicate OTDR measurements.
[0011] However, characteristics of the OTDR test pulses may also fluctuate in time, including polarization state, wave-
length and spectral shape, due, e.g., to temperature variations in the laser source. These characteristics of the OTDR
test pulses create variations in the backscattering pattern associated with a given optical fiber segment. Because the
structural fluctuations along optical fibers are random, any measured backscattering pattern is unique to given optical
fiber segment and OTDR laser source combination.
[0012] It was found that it is nonetheless possible to detect duplicate OTDR measurements by finding similar back-
scattering patterns in OTDR traces that were acquired over a relatively short period of time where characteristics of the
OTDR test pulses did not fluctuate so much.
[0013] For example, such detection of duplicate OTDR measurements can be used to detect inadvertent or fraudulent
repeated testing on a same fiber instead of testing separate optical fibers of an optical fiber cable.
[0014] Because of the above-mentioned fluctuations of the OTDR laser source, the backscattering pattern obtained
by repeated measurements over a segment of a same optical fiber may slowly drift in time. This effect gives rise to an
additional challenge in case of high fiber count: OTDR measurements that are repeated back-to-back give rise to back-
scattering patterns that are more likely to be similar, whereas if the OTDR measurements are repeated again and again
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over the same optical fiber, the backscattering pattern similarly drifts such that some repeated OTDR measurements
may be more difficult to identify as duplicates. Accordingly, in some embodiments, the OTDR measurements may be
grouped in clusters formed by following a daisy chain that links pairs of likely duplicate OTDR measurements. Such a
daisy chain may stretch to link all OTDR measurements performed on the same optical fiber, between the first and the
last. In use cases wherein more than one fiber was duplicated, this daisy chaining may allow to form a number of clusters
of duplicate OTDR measurements that corresponds to the number of different optical fibers that were actually tested.
[0015] Accordingly, in one embodiment, the method further comprises a step of building a cluster of OTDR traces that
are likely to be have been acquired over the same optical fiber link by: for each new OTDR trace being considered, if
the duplicate likelihood between the new OTDR trace and at least one of the OTDR traces that are part of said cluster
is greater than a threshold, adding the new OTDR trace to said cluster.
[0016] In accordance with one aspect, there is provided a method for detecting duplicate Optical Time-Domain Re-
flectometric (OTDR) measurements comprising:

receiving a first OTDR trace and a second OTDR trace, respectively identified as being acquired over a first optical
fiber link and a second optical fiber link, the second optical fiber link identified as different from said first optical fiber link;

identifying at least one fiber span along the first OTDR trace, which corresponds to a continuous optical fiber section;
and

comparing the backscattering patterns of said first and second OTDR traces over the identified fiber span to determine
if said first and second OTDR traces that are identified as being acquired over different optical fiber links, are likely
to have been acquired over the same optical fiber link.

[0017] In some embodiments, the method further comprises: activating a flag associated with the OTDR measurements
when said first and second OTDR traces that are identified as being acquired over different optical fiber links, are likely
to have been acquired over the same optical fiber link.
[0018] In some embodiments, the step of comparing the backscattering pattern comprises: calculating a correlation
coefficient of the backscattering patterns of said first and said second OTDR traces over the identified fiber span, a value
of the correlation coefficient being indicative of a likelihood of said first and said second OTDR traces being acquired
over the same optical fiber link. For example, a flag associated with the OTDR measurements may be activated when
a value of said correlation coefficient is greater than a threshold.
[0019] In some embodiments, the method further comprises: comparing characteristics of said first optical fiber link
and said second optical fiber link, said characteristics comprising one or more of : a total length, a total insertion loss
and positions of loss and/or reflective events, and wherein if the compared characteristics do not match, determine that
said first and second OTDR traces that are identified as being acquired over different optical fiber links, are unlikely to
have been acquired over the same optical fiber link.
[0020] In some embodiments, the fiber span may be identified by identifying at least one fiber span that is free of loss
and reflective events and having a ratio of backscattering pattern amplitude to electronic noise that is greater than a
given threshold. For example, by identifying loss and reflective events along the first OTDR trace; defining a plurality of
fiber spans between said loss and reflective events; and among said plurality of fiber spans, selecting at least one fiber
span having a ratio of backscattering pattern amplitude to electronic noise that is greater than a given threshold.
[0021] In some embodiments, more than one fiber spans corresponding to continuous optical fiber sections may be
identified, and the backscattering patterns be compared over the more than one fiber spans.
[0022] In other embodiments, the fiber span may be identified by:

identifying loss and reflective events along the first OTDR trace;

defining a plurality of fiber spans between said loss and reflective events;

among said plurality of fiber spans, selecting the fiber span having the greatest ratio of backscattering pattern
amplitude to electronic noise.

[0023] In some embodiments, the method is applied to a set of more than two OTDR measurements. The method
may further comprise: calculating a duplicate likelihood for all possible combinations of OTDR measurements and
generating a flag associated with the set of OTDR measurements when said duplicate OTDR measurements are detected
in at least a given proportion.
[0024] In such embodiments, the method may further comprise: building a cluster of OTDR measurements that are
likely to be have been acquired over the same optical fiber link by:
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for each new OTDR measurement being considered, if duplication is likely between the new OTDR measurement and
at least one of the OTDR measurements that are part of said cluster, adding the new OTDR trace to said cluster.
[0025] In accordance with another aspect, there is provided a non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
comprising instructions that, when executed, cause a processor to perform the steps of:

receiving a first OTDR trace identified as being acquired over a first optical fiber link, and a second OTDR trace
identified as being acquired over a second optical fiber link, identified as different from said first optical fiber link;

identifying at least one fiber span along the first OTDR trace, which correspond to a continuous optical fiber section;
and

comparing the backscattering pattern of said first and second OTDR traces over the identified fiber span to determine
if said first and second OTDR traces that are identified as being acquired over different optical fiber links, are likely
to have been acquired over the same optical fiber link.

[0026] In accordance with another aspect, there is provided a computer program comprising instructions that, when
executed by a processor, cause the processor to perform anyone of the methods described herein.
[0027] In accordance with yet another aspect, there is provided a system for detecting duplicate Optical Time-Domain
Reflectometric (OTDR) measurements comprising:

an OTDR acquisition device connectable toward an end of the optical fiber link for performing one or more OTDR
acquisitions toward the optical fiber link, wherein each OTDR acquisition is performed by propagating in the optical
fiber link under test, a test signal corresponding to a first pulse width and detecting corresponding return light from
the optical fiber link so as to obtain an OTDR trace representing backscattered and reflected light as a function of
distance in the optical fiber link;

a processing unit configured for:

receiving a first OTDR trace and a second OTDR trace, respectively identified as being acquired over a first
optical fiber link and a second optical fiber link, the second optical fiber link identified as different from said first
optical fiber link;

identifying at least one fiber span along the first OTDR trace, which corresponds to a continuous optical fiber
section; and

comparing the backscattering patterns of said first and second OTDR traces over the identified fiber span to
determine if said first and second OTDR traces that are identified as being acquired over different optical fiber
links, are likely to have been acquired over the same optical fiber link.

[0028] In some embodiments, the system may further comprise a server in which the processing unit is located.
[0029] In some embodiments, the processing unit may receive a first OTDR measurement data file and a second
OTDR measurement data file produced by the OTDR acquisition device, the first and second OTDR measurement data
files respectively associated with a first optical fiber link and a second optical fiber link and respectively comprising a
first OTDR trace and a second OTDR trace.
[0030] In accordance with yet another aspect, there is provided a method for detecting duplicate Optical Time-Domain
Reflectometric (OTDR) measurements comprising:

receiving in a server application, a first OTDR measurement data file and a second OTDR measurement data file
acquired by an OTDR acquisition device, the first and second OTDR measurement data files respectively associated
with a first optical fiber link and a second optical fiber link and respectively comprising a first OTDR trace and a
second OTDR trace, the second optical fiber link being identified as different from said first optical fiber link;

the server application identifying at least one fiber span along the first OTDR trace, which correspond to a continuous
optical fiber section;

the server application comparing the backscattering pattern of said first and second OTDR traces over the identified
fiber span to determine if said first and second OTDR traces that are identified as being acquired over different
optical fiber links, are likely to have been acquired over the same optical fiber link.



EP 3 758 256 A1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

when said first and second OTDR traces that are identified as being acquired over different optical fiber links, are
determined to be likely to have been acquired over the same optical fiber link, the server application activating a flag.

[0031] In this specification, the expression "duplicate OTDR measurement" is intended to refer to OTDR measurements
repeated over a same optical fiber link. In the context of this specification, although the proposed method can also detect
test data or test data files that are being copied or duplicated, it can further detect when OTDR measurements are
repeated and saved in different test data files. The content of the test data or test data file is different because the OTDR
measurement is repeated using the same or different test parameters.
[0032] In this specification, unless otherwise mentioned, word modifiers such as "substantially" and "about" which
modify a value, condition, relationship or characteristic of a feature or features of an embodiment, should be understood
to mean that the value, condition, relationship or characteristic is defined to within tolerances that are acceptable for
proper operation of this embodiment in the context of its intended application.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0033] Further features and exemplary advantages of the present invention will become apparent to the skilled person
from the following detailed description, taken in conjunction with the appended drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a server-based system embodying a duplicate OTDR measurement detection
method, in accordance with one embodiment;

Fig. 2 is a graph comparing multiple OTDR traces obtained with OTDR measurements repeated over the same fiber
1, with OTDR traces obtained with OTDR measurements repeated over another same fiber 2;

Fig. 3 is a flow chart illustrating a method for detecting duplicate OTDR measurements, in accordance with one
embodiment;

Fig. 4A is a graph showing a backscattering pattern over a fiber span of an optical fiber;

Fig. 4B is a graph showing a backscattering amplitude pattern and illustrating how a backscattering amplitude is
derived from the backscattering pattern, in accordance with one embodiment;

Fig. 4C is a graph showing an OTDR trace and illustrating how backscattering patterns may be concatenated to
form a combined backscattering pattern, in accordance with one embodiment;

Fig. 5 is a table listing correlation coefficients derived from OTDR measurements indicated as being performed over
a set of 16 different optical fibers;

Fig. 6 is a flow chart illustrating a method for building clusters from duplicate OTDR measurements, in accordance
with one embodiment;

Fig. 7 is a graph illustrating clusters built from the OTDR measurements of the table of Fig. 5;

Fig. 8 is a block diagram of a computer system embodying the server used to implement the server-based system
of Fig. 1, in accordance with one embodiment;

Fig. 9 is a block diagram illustrating an example embodiment of an OTDR device of the system of Fig. 1; and

Fig. 10 is a block diagram illustrating an example embodiment of an OTDR acquisition device of the OTDR device
of Fig. 9.

[0034] It will be noted that throughout the drawings, like features are identified by like reference numerals.
[0035] The following description is provided to gain a comprehensive understanding of the methods, apparatus and/or
systems described herein. Various changes, modifications, and equivalents of the methods, apparatuses and/or systems
described herein will suggest themselves to those of ordinary skill in the art. Description of well-known functions and
structures may be omitted to enhance clarity and conciseness.
[0036] Although some features may be described with respect to individual exemplary embodiment, aspects need not
be limited thereto such that features from one or more exemplary embodiments may be combinable with other features
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from one or more exemplary embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0037] Optical Time-Domain Reflectometry (OTDR - also used to refer to the corresponding device) is widely employed
for characterization of optical fiber links. OTDR is a diagnostic technique where light pulses are launched in an optical
fiber link and the returning light, arising from backscattering and reflections along the fiber link, is detected and analyzed.
Various "events" along the fiber link can be detected and characterized through a proper analysis of the returning light
in the time domain and insertion loss of the fiber link under test, as well as each component along the link, can be
characterized.
[0038] The acquired power level of the return signal as a function of time is referred to as the OTDR trace (or reflec-
tometric trace), where the time scale is representative of distance between the OTDR acquisition device and a point
along the fiber link.
[0039] In the following description, techniques that are generally known to ones skilled in the art of OTDR measurement
and OTDR trace processing will not be explained or detailed and in this respect, the reader is referred to available
literature in the art. Such techniques that are considered to be known include, e.g., signal processing methods for
identifying and characterizing events from an OTDR trace. Similarly, an OTDR acquisition device is understood to
comprise conventional optical hardware and electronics as known in the art for performing OTDR acquisitions on an
optical fiber link.
[0040] Each OTDR acquisition is understood to refer to the actions of propagating a test signal comprising one or
more test light pulses having the same pulse width in the optical fiber link, and detecting corresponding return light signal
from the optical fiber link as a function of time. A test light-pulse signal travelling along the optical fiber link will return
towards its point of origin either through (distributed) backscattering or (localized) reflections. The acquired power level
of the return light signal as a function of time is referred to as the OTDR trace, where the time scale is representative of
distance between the OTDR acquisition device and a point along the optical fiber link. Light acquisitions may be repeated
with varied pulse width values to produce a separate OTDR trace for each test pulse width.
[0041] One skilled in the art will readily understand that in the context of OTDR methods and systems, each light
acquisition generally involves propagating a large number of substantially identical light pulses in the optical fiber link
and averaging the results. In this case, the result obtained from averaging will herein be referred to as an OTDR trace.
It will also be understood that other factors may need to be controlled during the light acquisitions or from one light
acquisition to the next, such as gain settings, pulse power, etc. as is well known to those skilled in the art.
[0042] "Backscattering" refers to Rayleigh scattering occurring from the interaction of the travelling light with the optical
fiber media all along the fiber link, resulting in a generally sloped background light (in logarithmic units, i.e. dB, on the
ordinate) on the OTDR trace, whose intensity disappears at the end of the range of the travelling pulse. "Events" along
the fiber will generally result in a more localized drop of the backscattered light on the OTDR trace, which is attributable
to a localized loss, and/or in a localized reflection peak. It will be understood that an "event" characterized by the OTDR
method described herein may be generated by any perturbation along the fiber link which affects the returning light.
Typically, an event may be generated by an optical fiber splice along the fiber link, which is characterized by a localized
loss with little or no reflection. Mating connectors can also generate events that typically present reflectance, although
these may be impossible to detect in some instances. OTDR methods and systems may also provide for the identification
of events such as a fiber breakage, characterized by substantial localized loss and, frequently, a concomitant reflection
peak, as well as loss resulting from a bend in the fiber. Finally, any other component along the fiber link may also be
manifest as an "event" generating localized loss.
[0043] OTDR technology can be implemented in different manners and advanced OTDR technology typically involves
multi-pulse acquisitions and analysis whereby the OTDR acquisition device makes use of multiple acquisitions performed
with different pulse widths in order to provide different spatial resolutions and noise level conditions for event detection
and measurement along the optical fiber link under test and provide a complete mapping of the optical fiber link. As
such, an OTDR measurement may comprise multiple OTDR acquisitions performed with different pulse widths or other
varying conditions. One or more OTDR traces acquired for a given OTDR measurement are may be saved as part of
an OTDR measurement data file or files, and be made available to a duplicate OTDR measurement detection application,
which may use one or more of the available OTDR traces to compare the OTDR measurements.
[0044] Fig. 1 illustrates a server-based system involved in storing and/or accepting results of a test job executed, e.g.,
by a network operator worker or a subcontractor worker. The worker employs an OTDR device 100 comprising an OTDR
acquisition device 102 to perform OTDR measurements over a plurality of optical fiber links 102, as required by the test
job. For each optical fiber link 104 to be tested, the OTDR device 100 produces an OTDR measurement data file 110,
which includes one or more OTDR traces that were acquired to characterize the optical fiber link 106. Of course, the
OTDR measurement data file 110 may further include parameters of the optical fiber link 102 as derived from the acquired
OTDR trace(s) by an OTDR analysis module 104 that may be part of the OTDR device 100. OTDR measurement data
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files 110 are transferred to a server-based test application 112 that cumulates the OTDR measurement data files 110
and may optionally track the progress and completion of the test job, accept and/or verify OTDR measurement data files
110. The test application 112 may be located in a server 114, which may or may not be cloud-based. The server 114
and the OTDR device 100 communicate over a network 116 such as, e.g. a computer network or the Internet. In some
embodiments, a test report is prepared by the worker, e.g., via the OTDR device 100, and transferred to the test application
112 in addition to OTDR measurement data files 110 via the network 116. In other embodiments, a test report is prepared
by the test application 112. In the context of installation or repair, the test report may further be required to complete a
job and release payment by the network operator to the subcontractor.
[0045] In the illustrated case, the test job includes the characterization of many optical fiber links 106 which are part
of a same optical fiber cable 108. A plurality of OTDR measurement data files 110 are therefore transferred to the test
application 112 and may be attached to the test report.
[0046] In the embodiment illustrated in Fig. 1, the test application 112 comprises a duplicate OTDR measurement
detection module 118 which is used to detect whether some OTDR measurements that are tagged as being performed
over different optical fiber links are likely to have been inadvertently or fraudulently performed over the same optical
fiber link. In this case, the duplicate OTDR measurement detection module 118 may be implemented in a test report
verification application for example. In other embodiments, the duplicate OTDR measurement detection module 118
may be implemented directly in the OTDR device 100 to prevent mistakes in the field. In yet other embodiments, the
duplicate OTDR measurement detection module 118 may be implemented in a test report verification application that
is separate from the test application 112 and server 114, such as, e.g., a test report verification application controlled
by the network operator and used to check and accept test reports received from subcontractors.
[0047] The method that may be embodied by the duplicate OTDR measurement detection module 118 is now described
with reference to Figs. 2 to 7.
[0048] Because in many cases, the multiple optical fibers 106 are part of a same optical fiber cable 108, they present
similar characteristics of length, total loss and position of connectors and splices. In these cases, comparing these
characteristics may therefore not be enough to detect duplicate measurements.
[0049] Fig. 2 shows a graph illustrating OTDR traces as obtained with OTDR measurements repeated over the same
fiber 1, compared with those obtained with OTDR measurements repeated over another same fiber 2.
[0050] The manufacturing process of optical fibers produces small fluctuations in the optical fiber structure along any
segment of optical fiber. When such fluctuations interact with the OTDR test pulses, it creates interferences and mod-
ulations that produce a backscattering pattern in the acquired OTDR trace.
[0051] As can be seen in Fig. 2, when OTDR measurements are repeated over the same optical fiber 1, a similar
backscattering pattern 202 replicates itself. However, because the structural fluctuations along optical fibers are random,
OTDR measurements performed on a different optical fiber 2 show a different backscattering pattern 204. The back-
scattering pattern can therefore be used to detect duplicate OTDR measurements.
[0052] As such, duplicate OTDR measurements can be matched by pair by comparing the acquired OTDR traces,
and more specifically, the backscattering pattern associated with a given fiber span along the OTDR traces, which
correspond to a continuous optical fiber section where backscattering is typically dominant over reflections and electronic
noise.
[0053] Fig. 3 illustrates a method for detecting duplicate OTDR measurements. The method of Fig. 3 may be embodied,
e.g., in a duplicate OTDR measurement detection module 118, which may be implemented in a server application, in a
processing unit integrated in the OTDR device 100 or in any other test report verification application.
[0054] The method comprises step 302 of receiving a first OTDR trace and a second OTDR trace, respectively identified
as being acquired over a first optical fiber link and a second optical fiber link, the second optical fiber link identified as
different from said first optical fiber link. As explained with reference to Fig. 1, each of the first and second OTDR traces
may be received, e.g., as part of an OTDR measurement data file 110 and thereby tagged or indexed as being acquired
over a given optical fiber link, for example by a fiber identification number included in the file name or in the OTDR
measurement data file 110. In some embodiments, the OTDR measurement data files 110 may be part or associated
with a test report in response to a test job.
[0055] In step 304, which is optional, characteristics of the optical fiber links as obtained from an OTDR analysis of
the OTDR traces are compared. This step may be used to check if the optical fiber links have matching total length, total
insertion loss and optionally positions of loss and/or reflective events. If these characteristics do not match, no further
step is necessary to determine in step 306 that the first and second OTDR traces are unlikely to have been acquired
over the same optical fiber link. Then, in step 308, no flag is activated.
[0056] Of course, the match between the compared characteristics of the optical fiber links need not be exact and
appropriate tolerance margins should be applied. It is further noted that some low-loss events could be identified on one
but not both OTDR measurements. One way to prevent comparison errors in this case is to disregard low-loss events.
[0057] Otherwise, in step 310, at least one fiber span along the first and/or second OTDR traces, which correspond
to a continuous optical fiber section, is identified. This is the fiber span over which backscattering patterns will be
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compared. The fiber span may be identified using either the first OTDR trace or the second OTDR trace. Once identified,
the same fiber span will be applied to both traces. The fiber span may represent a fiber segment along each optical fiber
(e.g. defined in distance) or a data segment along each OTDR traces (e.g. defined by array indexes), along which
backscattering patterns will be compared.
[0058] The optical fiber section over the identified fiber span is preferably free of loss and reflective events and be
long enough for the backscattering pattern to be unique and substantially representative of the optical fiber section over
which a comparison is conducted. The minimum suitable length of the fiber span depends upon OTDR acquisition
parameters including, e.g., the pulse width and the electronic response. A typical minimum length may be about 100 m
for example. A low electronic noise on the backscattering pattern will also help obtaining a more reliable comparison.
Ideally, the fiber span is selected such that a ratio of backscattering pattern amplitude to electronic noise over the fiber
span is greater than a given threshold.
[0059] The level of electronic noise associated with an OTDR trace is a value that is typically available, or which can
be characterized by the OTDR acquisition device for a specific set of OTDR acquisition parameters. As to the backscat-
tering pattern amplitude, as shown in Fig. 4A and 4B, it can be computed over an identified fiber span by removing the
backscattering slope and offset 402 over the fiber span and computing the RMS value of the remaining signal. In one
example, the electronic noise will be considered acceptable when the ratio of backscattering pattern amplitude to elec-
tronic noise is greater or equal to 10.
[0060] There exist different possible implementations for identifying the at least one fiber span over which the back-
scattering patterns are to be compared. In accordance with one implementation, loss and reflective events are identified
along one of the first or the second OTDR trace. One or more of fiber spans between the loss and reflective events are
defined. Then, among the one or more defined fiber spans that are longer than a given minimum length, one or more
fiber spans having a ratio of backscattering pattern amplitude to electronic noise that is greater than a given threshold
are selected. The backscattering pattern is compared over the selected fiber span(s).
[0061] In one implementation, if more than one fiber span is available for comparison, the backscattering patterns
may be compared over the more than one fiber spans. In this case and as illustrated in Fig. 4C, all the fiber spans for
which the ratio of backscattering pattern amplitude to electronic noise is above the given threshold may be concatenated
to form a combined backscattering pattern on which the comparison is to be performed.
[0062] In another implementation, if more than one fiber span is available for comparison, the fiber span having the
greatest ratio of backscattering pattern amplitude to electronic noise is selected.
[0063] In yet another implementation, among the one or more defined fiber spans, one or more fiber spans having a
ratio of backscattering pattern amplitude to electronic noise that is greater than a given threshold are selected. If more
than one fiber span is available for comparison, the backscattering patterns may be compared over all fiber spans. And
if no fiber span has the ratio of backscattering pattern amplitude to electronic noise greater than the given threshold, the
fiber span having the greatest ratio of backscattering pattern amplitude to electronic noise is selected
[0064] It is noted that the ratio of backscattering pattern amplitude to electronic noise may vary over a long fiber span.
Such long fiber spans may therefore be segmented before calculating the ratio of backscattering pattern amplitude to
electronic noise. Hence, within one long fiber span some segmented fiber span(s) may be selected for comparison
whereas others are put aside. Fiber spans may be segmented in sections of 1 km for example. Of course, fiber spans
corresponding to launch and receive fibers should be put aside, since they usually remain the same for each tested
optical fiber link within one optical fiber cable.
[0065] In step 312, the backscattering patterns of the first and second OTDR traces along the identified fiber span are
compared to determine if the first and second OTDR traces that are identified as being acquired over different optical
fiber links, are likely to have actually been acquired over the same optical fiber link.
[0066] It is noted that a backscattering pattern may be obtained by subtracting the backscattering slope and/or the
offset from the OTDR trace over a given fiber span. However, in other embodiments, it may be possible to directly use
the OTDR trace over the identified fiber span as the backscattering pattern (including the backscattering slope and
offset), depending on the specific calculation being implemented for the backscattering pattern comparison.
[0067] In one embodiment, the backscattering patterns are obtained directly from the OTDR trace along the fiber span
and are normalized in terms of offset (e.g. the offset is subtracted on both traces). The RMS value of the difference
between the backscattering pattern functions is then calculated, whereby lower RMS values indicate a higher degree
of similarity and vice versa.
[0068] In another embodiment, the backscattering patterns are obtained by removing the backscattering slope and
offset from the respective OTDR traces over the fiber span. The backscattering patterns are then compared by calculating
a correlation coefficient of the backscattering patterns of the first and the second OTDR traces over the identified fiber
span. A value of the correlation coefficient is thereby indicative of a likelihood of the first and the second OTDR traces
being acquired over the same optical fiber link.
[0069] A correlation coefficient between two functions may be calculated as the mean of the vector products divided
by a normalization factor: 
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wherein rfp1 is the backscattering pattern of the first OTDR trace along the fiber span; and rfp2 is the backscattering
pattern of the second OTDR trace along the fiber span.
[0070] The absolute value of the resulting correlation coefficient lies between 0 and 1. The closer to 1 is the correlation
coefficient, the more similar are the backscattering patterns (a correlation coefficient of -1 would indicate an inverse
copy, which is not plausible in this context).
[0071] The correlation coefficient is typically lower than 1 because the backscattering patterns fluctuates due to the
presence of electronic noise and fluctuations in time of the characteristics of the OTDR test pulses (polarization state,
wavelength and/or spectral shape). Despite these limitations, when the ratio of backscattering pattern amplitude to
electronic noise is greater than a given threshold of about 10, it is found that a correlation factor greater than about 0.7
indicates that the OTDR traces are very likely to have been acquired on the same optical fiber.
[0072] In yet another embodiment, any potential small position offset between two OTDR traces to be compared may
be accounted for by calculating a cross-correlation instead of the correlation. The cross correlation will identify the best
alignment to reach the greatest correlation coefficient.
[0073] In one embodiment, the result of step 312 may simply be output as an indicator of the likeliness of the two
OTDR traces to have been acquired over the same optical fiber link.
[0074] Otherwise, in step 314, it is determined whether the first and second OTDR traces are likely to have been
acquired over the same optical fiber link. In one embodiment, the correlation coefficient is compared to a correlation
threshold such that OTDR traces are determined to be likely to have been acquired over the same optical fiber link when
a correlation coefficient is greater or equal to the correlation threshold, e.g., 0.5 or 0.7, and unlikely when the correlation
coefficient is lower than the correlation threshold.
[0075] Then, in step 318, which is optional, a flag associated with the OTDR measurements, the test report or the test
job is activated if the first and second OTDR traces that are identified as being acquired over different optical fiber links,
are found to be likely to have been acquired over the same optical fiber link. Otherwise, in step 316, no flag is being
activated.
[0076] The flag may take various forms such as a binary data field in a verification report associated with the digital
test report, a text string or a numeric value added to a text test report, an exclamation mark icon or the like in a graphical
user interface, a sound alert, etc. For example, in one embodiment, the flag may comprise a binary indicator of a likeliness
(active if likely and inactive if unlikely) of the first and second OTDR traces to have been acquired over the same optical
fiber link. In another embodiment, the flag may be indicative of a level of likeliness (e.g. low/medium/high or on a scale
of 1 to 10) of the first and second OTDR traces to have been acquired over the same optical fiber link.

Comparing OTDR traces acquired with different pulse widths or sampling:

[0077] This method is simpler to apply when the two OTDR traces to compare are acquired with the same OTDR
conditions, including the same pulse width and the same sampling resolution. However, in practical cases, all OTDR
traces may not always be acquired with the same conditions, e.g., if the OTDR device has an automatic OTDR condition
selection mode in single pulse width and multi-pulsewidth acquisitions. In this case, a preliminary data preparation step
may be needed. Using known signal processing techniques, the OTDR trace acquired with the greatest sampling res-
olution may be resampled to match the sampling resolution of the other. Furthermore, because longer pulses have a
smoothing effect on the backscattering pattern, the correlation process may further be improved by filtering the OTDR
trace acquired with the smallest pulses to match the response of the larger pulses. In this case, the correlation threshold
may optionally be adjusted to account for a correlation penalty induced by different acquisition conditions.

Large data sets:

[0078] Referring to Fig. 5, the application of the duplicate OTDR measurement detection method to a large data set
of OTDR measurements is described. The duplicate OTDR measurement detection method may become even more
meaningful for fraud detection when a large number OTDR measurements are evaluated.
[0079] Although the method of Fig. 3 is described with reference to two OTDR traces, it will be understood that the
method may be repeated to calculate a duplicate likelihood for all possible combinations of OTDR traces. A plurality of
flags may be associated to respective pairs or a global flag may be activated when a duplication is determined to be
likely in at least a given proportion of OTDR pairs.
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[0080] Fig. 5 shows a table listing the correlation coefficients derived from OTDR measurements indicated as being
performed over a set of 16 different optical fibers indexed from 1 to 16. Highlighted values indicate that a pair of OTDR
measurements is found to be likely duplicate. For example, in the example of Fig. 5, 12 fibers out of 16 are determined
to be likely duplicate OTDR measurements, i.e. 74%. A global flag would then be activated. For example, a global flag
may be activated if this proportion is greater than 2 or 5%.
[0081] In one embodiment, a number of different optical fibers that were likely to have been actually tested can be
found by building clusters of OTDR measurements that are likely to be have been acquired over the same optical fiber
link. For example, the OTDR measurements (and its associated OTDR trace(s)) can be considered in sequence and
the duplicate likelihood is determined for the new OTDR measurement against all previously considered OTDR meas-
urements. For each new OTDR measurement being considered, a new cluster may be created if it is not found to be a
duplicate of any previously considered OTDR measurement. However, if a likely duplication is found between a new
OTDR measurement and at least one of OTDR measurement that is part of a given cluster, the new OTDR measurement
is added to the given cluster. This method allows to identify how many different optical fibers were likely tested.
[0082] Fig. 6 illustrates a method for building clusters from duplicate OTDR measurements, in accordance with one
embodiment. The method begins in step 602 wherein OTDR measurement i represents a new OTDR measurement to
be considered among traces i = 1 to I, and OTDR measurement c = 1 to C represents previously clustered OTDR
measurements. In step 604, new OTDR measurement i is compared to clustered OTDR measurement c, by comparing
the correlation coefficient between the OTDR trace i and OTDR trace c. In one embodiment, step 604 may be implemented
by applying the method of Fig. 3 (up to step 312) for each pair of OTDR traces. In step 606, it is determined whether
OTDR trace i and OTDR trace c are likely to have been acquired over the same optical fiber link. For example, this
determination can be done by comparing the computed correlation coefficient for these two traces to a predetermined
correlation threshold as in step 314 of the method of Fig. 3.
[0083] If, in step 606, OTDR trace i and OTDR trace c are found to be unlikely to have been acquired over the same
optical fiber link, then if the last previously clustered trace c is not reached (step 614), the method moves on to the next
previously clustered trace c (step 616) and the process is repeated at step 604. If the last previously clustered trace c
is reached (step 614), the method moves on to the next input trace i (step 620) and the process is repeated at step 604,
until the last input trace is considered (step 618).
[0084] If, in step 606, OTDR trace i and OTDR trace c are found to be likely to have been acquired over the same
optical fiber link, then if OTDR trace i is not already in a cluster (step 608), it is added to the cluster of OTDR trace c
(step 610). If OTDR trace i is already in a cluster, the cluster of OTDR trace i is combined with the cluster of OTDR trace
c (step 612).
[0085] After step 610 or 612, if the last previously clustered trace c is not reached (step 614), the method moves on
to the next previously clustered trace c (step 616) and the process is repeated at step 604. If the last previously clustered
trace c is reached (step 614), the method moves on to the next input trace i (step 620) and the process is repeated at
step 604, until the last input trace is considered (step 618).
[0086] It will be understood that, in software programing, clusters may be built by adding indexes corresponding to
OTDR traces/measurements to an array of indexes.
[0087] Fig. 7 illustrates the clustering obtained by applying the method of Fig. 6 to the OTDR measurements of Fig.
5. In the example of Fig. 5, OTDR measurements were not duplicated on optical fibers 1, 2. However, optical fibers 3,
5, 7, 9, 11, 13 and 15 are found to be likely duplicate measurements of the same optical fiber, and optical fibers 4, 6, 8,
10, 12, 14 and 16 to be likely duplicate measurements of another optical fiber. By applying the above clustering method
to the data set of Fig. 5, four different clusters (clusters 702, 704, 706 and 708) are created for fibers 1, 2, 3 and 4. Then,
when considering the measurement of fiber 5 against that of fiber 3, a correlation coefficient of 0.97 is found. The
measurement of fiber 5 is then found to be likely to have been acquired over the same fiber as the measurement of fiber
3 and measurement 5 is added to cluster 706. The same process is repeated until the four different clusters (clusters
702, 704, 706 and 708) are found, which means that only four optical fibers were likely tested.
[0088] Because of the fluctuations of the OTDR laser source, the backscattering pattern obtained by repeated meas-
urements over a segment of a same optical fiber may slowly drift in time. This effect gives rise to an additional challenge
in case of high fiber count: OTDR measurements that are repeated back-to-back give rise to backscattering patterns
that are more likely to be similar, whereas if the OTDR measurements are repeated again and again over the same
optical fiber, the backscattering pattern similarly drifts such that some repeated OTDR measurements may be more
difficult to identify as duplicates.
[0089] In such cases, the above-described clusters may be very helpful to form a daisy chain that links pairs of likely
duplicate OTDR measurements. Such a daisy chain may stretch to link all OTDR measurements performed on the same
optical fiber, between, e.g., the first and the last, even if the correlation coefficient between these first and last is not
indicative of a duplicate. It is then enough that such OTDR measurement be similar to a single OTDR measurement of
the cluster for it to be added as a duplicate. In some use cases, this daisy chaining may allow to form a number of
clusters of duplicate OTDR measurements that corresponds to the number of different optical fibers that were actually
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tested.

Example of computer system architecture

[0090] Much of the software application that is used to implement the herein-described methods resides on and runs
on a computer system, which in one embodiment, is a personal computer, workstation, or server. Fig. 8 is a block diagram
of a computer system 800 which may embody, e.g., the server 114 used to implement the server-based system of Fig.
1. In terms of hardware architecture, the computer system 800 generally includes a processor 802, input/output (I/O)
interfaces 804, a network interface 806, a data store 808, and memory 810. It should be appreciated by those of ordinary
skill in the art that Fig. 8 depicts the computer system 800 in a simplified manner, and a practical embodiment may
include additional components and suitably configured processing logic to support known or conventional operating
features that are not described in detail herein. A local interface 812 interconnects the major components. The local
interface 812 may be, for example, but not limited to, one or more buses or other wired or wireless connections, as is
known in the art. The local interface 812 may have additional elements, which are omitted for simplicity, such as controllers,
buffers (caches), drivers, repeaters, and receivers, among many others, to enable communications. Further, the local
interface 812 may include address, control, and/or data connections to enable appropriate communications among the
aforementioned components.
[0091] The computer system 800 is controlled by the processor 802, which serves as the central processing unit (CPU)
for the system. The processor 802 is a hardware device for executing software instructions. The processor 802 may
comprise one or more processors, including central processing unit(s) (CPU), auxiliary processor(s) or generally any
device for executing software instructions. When the computer system 800 is in operation, the processor 802 is configured
to execute software stored within the memory 810, to communicate data to and from the memory 810, and to generally
control operations of the computer system 800 pursuant to the software instructions. The I/O interfaces 804 may be
used to receive user input from and/or for providing system output to one or more devices or components. The user
input may be provided via, for example, a keyboard, touchpad, and/or a mouse. System output may be provided via a
display device and a printer (not shown). I/O interfaces 804 may include, for example, a serial port, a parallel port, a
Small Computer System Interface (SCSI), a Serial ATA (SATA), a fibre channel, Infiniband, iSCSI, a PCI Express
interface (PCI-x), an Infrared (IR) interface, a Radio Frequency (RF) interface, a Universal Serial Bus (USB) interface,
or the like.
[0092] The network interface 806 may be used to enable the computer system 800 to communicate over a computer
network or the Internet. The network interface 806 may include, for example, an Ethernet card or adapter or a Wireless
Local Area Network (WLAN) card or adapter. The network interface 806 may include address, control, and/or data
connections to enable appropriate communications on the network. A data store 808 may be used to store data. The
data store 808 may include any of volatile memory elements (e.g., random access memory (RAM, such as DRAM,
SRAM, SDRAM, and the like)), nonvolatile memory elements (e.g., ROM, hard drive, tape, CDROM, and the like), and
combinations thereof. Moreover, the data store 808 may incorporate electronic, magnetic, optical, and/or other types of
storage media. In one example, the data store 808 may be located internal to the computer system 800 such as, for
example, an internal hard drive connected to the local interface 812 in the computer system 800. Additionally, in another
embodiment, the data store 808 may be located external to the computer system 800 such as, for example, an external
hard drive connected to the I/O interfaces 804 (e.g., SCSI or USB connection). In a further embodiment, the data store
808 may be connected to the computer system 800 through a network, such as, for example, a network attached file server.
[0093] The memory 810 may include any of volatile memory elements (e.g., random access memory (RAM, such as
DRAM, SRAM, SDRAM, etc.)), nonvolatile memory elements (e.g., ROM, hard drive, tape, CDROM, etc.), and combi-
nations thereof. Moreover, the memory 810 may incorporate electronic, magnetic, optical, and/or other types of storage
media. Note that the memory 810 may have a distributed architecture, where various components are situated remotely
from one another, but can be accessed by the processor 802. The software in memory 810 may include one or more
computer programs, each of which includes an ordered listing of executable instructions for implementing logical func-
tions. The software in the memory 810 includes a suitable operating system (O/S) 814 and one or more computer
programs 816. The operating system 814 essentially controls the execution of other computer programs, such as the
one or more programs 816, and provides scheduling, input-output control, file and data management, memory manage-
ment, and communication control and related services. The one or more programs 816 may be configured to implement
the various processes, algorithms, methods, techniques, etc. described herein, such as duplicate OTDR measurement
detection.
[0094] It should be noted that the architecture of the computer system as shown in Fig. 8 is meant as an illustrative
example only. Numerous types of computer systems are available and can be used to implement the computer system.
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Example of OTDR device architecture

[0095] Fig. 9 is a block diagram of an OTDR device 900 which may embody the OTDR device 100 of the system of
Fig. 1. The OTDR device 900 can be a digital device that, in terms of hardware architecture, generally includes a processor
902, input/output (I/O) interfaces 904, an optional radio 906, a data store 908, a memory 810 and an OTDR acquisition
device. It should be appreciated by those of ordinary skill in the art that Fig. 9 depicts the OTDR device 900 in a simplified
manner, and a practical embodiment may include additional components and suitably configured processing logic to
support known or conventional operating features that are not described in detail herein. A local interface 912 intercon-
nects the major components. The local interface 912 can be, for example, but not limited to, one or more buses or other
wired or wireless connections, as is known in the art. The local interface 912 can have additional elements, which are
omitted for simplicity, such as controllers, buffers (caches), drivers, repeaters, and receivers, among many others, to
enable communications. Further, the local interface 912 may include address, control, and/or data connections to enable
appropriate communications among the aforementioned components.
[0096] The processor 902 is a hardware device for executing software instructions. The processor 902 may comprise
one or more processors, including central processing units (CPU), auxiliary processor(s) or generally any device for
executing software instructions. When the OTDR device 900 is in operation, the processor 902 is configured to execute
software stored within the memory 910, to communicate data to and from the memory 910, and to generally control
operations of the OTDR device 900 pursuant to the software instructions. In an embodiment, the processor 902 may
include an optimized mobile processor such as optimized for power consumption and mobile applications. The I/O
interfaces 904 can be used to receive user input from and/or for providing system output. User input can be provided
via, for example, a keypad, a touch screen, a scroll ball, a scroll bar, buttons, barcode scanner, and the like. System
output can be provided via a display device such as a liquid crystal display (LCD), touch screen, and the like. The I/O
interfaces 904 can include a graphical user interface (GUI) that enables a user to interact with the OTDR device 900.
[0097] The radio 906, if included, may enable wireless communication to an external access device or network. Any
number of suitable wireless data communication protocols, techniques, or methodologies can be supported by the radio
906, including, without limitation: RF; IrDA (infrared); Bluetooth; ZigBee (and other variants of the IEEE 802.15 protocol);
IEEE 802.11 (any variation); IEEE 802.16 (WiMAX or any other variation); Direct Sequence Spread Spectrum; Frequency
Hopping Spread Spectrum; Long Term Evolution (LTE); cellular/wireless/cordless telecommunication protocols (e.g.
3G/4G, etc.); magnetic induction; satellite data communication protocols; and any other protocols for wireless commu-
nication. The data store 908 may be used to store data, such as OTDR traces and OTDR measurement data files. The
data store 908 may include any of volatile memory elements (e.g., random access memory (RAM, such as DRAM,
SRAM, SDRAM, and the like)), nonvolatile memory elements (e.g., ROM, hard drive, tape, CDROM, and the like), and
combinations thereof. Moreover, the data store 908 may incorporate electronic, magnetic, optical, and/or other types of
storage media.
[0098] The memory 910 may include any of volatile memory elements (e.g., random access memory (RAM, such as
DRAM, SRAM, SDRAM, etc.)), nonvolatile memory elements (e.g., ROM, hard drive, etc.), and combinations thereof.
Moreover, the memory 910 may incorporate electronic, magnetic, optical, and/or other types of storage media. Note
that the memory 910 may have a distributed architecture, where various components are situated remotely from one
another, but can be accessed by the processor 902. The software in memory 910 can include one or more computer
programs, each of which includes an ordered listing of executable instructions for implementing logical functions. In the
example of Fig. 9, the software in the memory 910 includes a suitable operating system (O/S) 914 and computer programs
916. The operating system 914 essentially controls the execution of other computer programs and provides scheduling,
input-output control, file and data management, memory management, and communication control and related services.
The programs 916 may include various applications, add-ons, etc. configured to provide end-user functionality with the
OTDR device 900. For example, example programs 916 may include a web browser to connect with the server 900 for
transferring OTDR measurement data files, a dedicated OTDR application configured to control OTDR acquisitions by
the OTDR acquisition device 918, set OTDR acquisition parameters, analyze OTDR traces obtained by the OTDR
acquisition device 918 and display a GUI related to the OTDR device 900. For example, the dedicated OTDR application
may embody an OTDR analysis module configured to analyze acquired OTDR traces in order to characterize the optical
fiber link under test, and produce OTDR measurement data files. The dedicated OTDR application may further embody
a duplicate OTDR measurement detection module which embodies the duplicate OTDR measurement detection method
described herein.
[0099] It is noted that, in some embodiments, the I/O interfaces 904 may be provided via a physically distinct mobile
device (not shown), such as a handheld computer, a smartphone, a tablet computer, a laptop computer, a wearable
computer or the like, e.g., communicatively coupled to the OTDR device 900 via the radio 906. In such cases, at least
some of the programs 916 may be located in a memory of such a mobile device, for execution by a processor of the
physically distinct device. The mobile may then also include a radio and be used to transfer OTDR measurement data
files 114 toward a remote test application residing, e.g., on a server 114.
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[0100] It should be noted that the OTDR device shown in Fig. 9 is meant as an illustrative example only. Numerous
types of computer systems are available and can be used to implement the OTDR device.

Example of OTDR acquisition device architecture

[0101] Fig. 10 is a block diagram an embodiment of an OTDR acquisition device 1000 which may embody the OTDR
acquisition device 918 of the OTDR device 900 of Fig. 9.
[0102] The OTDR acquisition device 1000 is connectable toward the tested optical fiber link via an output interface
1064, for performing OTDR acquisitions toward the optical fiber link. The OTDR acquisition device 1000 comprises
conventional optical hardware and electronics as known in the art for performing OTDR acquisitions over an optical fiber
link.
[0103] The OTDR acquisition device 1000 comprises a light generating assembly 1054, a detection assembly 1056,
a directional coupler 1058, as well as a controller 1070 and a data store 1072.
[0104] The light generating assembly 1054 is embodied by a laser source 1060 driven by a pulse generator 1062 to
generate the OTDR test signal comprising test light pulses having desired characteristics. As known in the art, the light
generating assembly 1054 is adapted to generate test light pulses of varied pulse widths, repetition periods and optical
power through a proper control of the pattern produced by the pulse generator 1062. One skilled in the art will understand
that it may be beneficial or required by the application to perform OTDR measurements at various different wavelengths.
For this purpose, in some embodiments, the light generating assembly 1054 is adapted to generate test light pulses
having varied wavelengths by employing a laser source 1060 that is tunable for example. It will be understood that the
light generating assembly 1054 may combine both pulse width and wavelength control capabilities. Of course, different
and/or additional components may be provided in the light generating assembly, such as modulators, lenses, mirrors,
optical filters, wavelength selectors and the like.
[0105] The light generating assembly 1054 is coupled to the output interface 1064 of the OTDR acquisition device
1000 through a directional coupler 1058, such as a circulator, having three or more ports. The first port is connected to
the light generating assembly 1054 to receive the test light pulses therefrom. The second port is connected toward the
output interface 1064. The third port is connected to the detecting assembly 1056. The connections are such that test
light pulses generated by the light generating assembly 1054 are coupled to the output interface 1064 and that the return
light signal arising from backscattering and reflections along the optical fiber link 1010 is coupled to the detection assembly
1056.
[0106] The detection assembly 1056 comprises a light detector 1066, such as a photodiode, an avalanche photodiode
or any other suitable photodetector, which detects the return light signal corresponding to each test light pulse, and an
analog to digital converter 1068 to convert the electrical signal proportional to the detected return light signal from analog
to digital in order to allow data storage and processing. It will be understood that the detected return light signal may of
course be amplified, filtered or otherwise processed before analog to digital conversion. The power level of return light
signal as a function of time, which is obtained from the detection and conversion above, is referred to as one acquisition
of an OTDR trace. One skilled in the art will readily understand that in the context of OTDR methods and systems, each
light acquisition generally involves propagating a large number of substantially identical light pulses in the optical fiber
link and averaging the results, in order to improve the Signal-to-Noise Ratio (SNR). In this case, the result obtained from
averaging is herein referred to as an OTDR trace.
[0107] Of course, the OTDR acquisition device 1000 may also be used to perform multiple acquisitions with varied
pulse widths to obtain a multi-pulsewidth OTDR measurement.
[0108] The OTDR acquisition device 1000, and more specifically the light generating assembly 1054 is controlled by
the controller 1070. The controller 1070 is a hardware logic device. It may comprise one or more Field Programmable
Gate Array (FPGA); one or more Application Specific Integrated Circuits (ASICs) or one or more processors, configured
with a state machine or stored program instructions. When the OTDR acquisition device 1000 is in operation, the controller
1070 is configured to control the OTDR measurement process. The controller 1070 controls parameters of the light
generating assembly 1054 according to OTDR acquisition parameters that are either provided by the operator of the
OTDR software or otherwise determined by program(s) 916.
[0109] The data store 1072 may be used to cumulate raw data received from the detection assembly 1056, as well
as intermediary averaged results and resulting OTDR traces. The data store 908 may include any of volatile memory
elements (e.g., random access memory (RAM, such as DRAM, SRAM, SDRAM, and the like)) or the like and it may be
embedded with the controller 1070 or distinct.
[0110] The OTDR traces acquired by the OTDR acquisition device 1000 may be received and analyzed by one or
more of the computer programs 916 or 816 and/or stored in data store 908 for further processing.
[0111] It should be noted that the architecture of the OTDR acquisition device 1000 as shown in Fig. 10 is meant as
an illustrative example only. Numerous types of optical and electronic components are available and can be used to
implement the OTDR acquisition device.
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[0112] It will be appreciated that some embodiments described herein may include one or more generic or specialized
processors ("one or more processors") such as microprocessors; Central Processing Units (CPUs); Digital Signal Proc-
essors (DSPs): customized processors such as Network Processors (NPs) or Network Processing Units (NPUs), Graph-
ics Processing Units (GPUs), or the like; Field Programmable Gate Arrays (FPGAs); and the like along with unique
stored program instructions (including both software and firmware) for control thereof to implement, in conjunction with
certain non-processor circuits, some, most, or all of the functions of the methods and/or systems described herein.
Alternatively, some or all functions may be implemented by a state machine that has no stored program instructions, or
in one or more Application Specific Integrated Circuits (ASICs), in which each function or some combinations of certain
of the functions are implemented as custom logic or circuitry. Of course, a combination of the aforementioned approaches
may be used. For some of the embodiments described herein, a corresponding device in hardware and optionally with
software, firmware, and a combination thereof can be referred to as "circuitry configured or adapted to," "logic configured
or adapted to," etc. perform a set of operations, steps, methods, processes, algorithms, functions, techniques, etc. on
digital and/or analog signals as described herein for the various embodiments.
[0113] Moreover, some embodiments may include a non-transitory computer-readable storage medium having com-
puter readable code stored thereon for programming a computer, server, appliance, device, processor, circuit, etc. each
of which may include a processor to perform functions as described and claimed herein. Examples of such computer-
readable storage mediums include, but are not limited to, a hard disk, an optical storage device, a magnetic storage
device, a ROM (Read Only Memory), a PROM (Programmable Read Only Memory), an EPROM (Erasable Programmable
Read Only Memory), an EEPROM (Electrically Erasable Programmable Read Only Memory), Flash memory, and the
like. When stored in the non-transitory computer-readable medium, software can include instructions executable by a
processor or device (e.g., any type of programmable circuitry or logic) that, in response to such execution, cause a
processor or the device to perform a set of operations, steps, methods, processes, algorithms, functions, techniques,
etc. as described herein for the various embodiments.
[0114] The embodiments described above are intended to be exemplary only. The scope of the invention is therefore
intended to be limited solely by the appended claims.

Claims

1. A method for detecting duplicate Optical Time-Domain Reflectometric (OTDR) measurements comprising:

receiving a first OTDR trace and a second OTDR trace, respectively identified as being acquired over a first
optical fiber link and a second optical fiber link, the second optical fiber link identified as different from said first
optical fiber link;
identifying at least one fiber span along the first OTDR trace, which corresponds to a continuous optical fiber
section; and
comparing the backscattering patterns of said first and second OTDR traces over the identified fiber span to
determine if said first and second OTDR traces that are identified as being acquired over different optical fiber
links, are likely to have been acquired over the same optical fiber link.

2. The method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising: activating a flag associated with the OTDR measurements
when said first and second OTDR traces that are identified as being acquired over different optical fiber links, are
likely to have been acquired over the same optical fiber link.

3. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the step of comparing the backscattering pattern comprises: calculating
a correlation coefficient of the backscattering patterns of said first and said second OTDR traces over the identified
fiber span, a value of the correlation coefficient being indicative of a likelihood of said first and said second OTDR
traces being acquired over the same optical fiber link.

4. The method as claimed in claim 3, further comprising: activating a flag associated with the OTDR measurements
when a value of said correlation coefficient is greater than a threshold.

5. The method as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4, further comprising: comparing characteristics of said first optical
fiber link and said second optical fiber link, said characteristics comprising one or more of : a total length, a total
insertion loss and positions of loss and/or reflective events, and wherein if the compared characteristics do not
match, determine that said first and second OTDR traces that are identified as being acquired over different optical
fiber links, are unlikely to have been acquired over the same optical fiber link.
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6. The method as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein the step of identifying a fiber span comprises:
identifying at least one fiber span that is free of loss and reflective events and having a ratio of backscattering pattern
amplitude to electronic noise that is greater than a given threshold.

7. The method as claimed in claim 6, wherein the step of identifying a fiber span comprises:

identifying loss and reflective events along the first OTDR trace;
defining a plurality of fiber spans between said loss and reflective events;
among said plurality of fiber spans, selecting at least one fiber span having a ratio of backscattering pattern
amplitude to electronic noise that is greater than a given threshold.

8. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein more than one fiber span corresponding to continuous optical fiber
sections are identified, and wherein the backscattering patterns are compared over the more than one fiber spans.

9. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the method is applied to a set of more than two OTDR measurements,
the method further comprising: calculating a duplicate likelihood for all possible combinations of OTDR measurements
and generating a flag associated with the set of OTDR measurements when said duplicate OTDR measurements
are detected in at least a given proportion.

10. The method as claimed in claim 9, wherein the method further comprises building a cluster of OTDR measurements
that are likely to be have been acquired over the same optical fiber link by:
for each new OTDR measurement being considered, if duplication is likely between the new OTDR measurement
and at least one of the OTDR measurements that are part of said cluster, adding the new OTDR trace to said cluster.

11. A computer program comprising instructions that, when executed by a processor, cause the processor to perform
a method according to any one of claims 1 to 10.

12. A system for detecting duplicate Optical Time-Domain Reflectometric (OTDR) measurements comprising:

an OTDR acquisition device connectable toward an end of the optical fiber link for performing one or more
OTDR acquisitions toward the optical fiber link, wherein each OTDR acquisition is performed by propagating
in the optical fiber link under test, a test signal corresponding to a first pulse width and detecting corresponding
return light from the optical fiber link so as to obtain an OTDR trace representing backscattered and reflected
light as a function of distance in the optical fiber link;
a processing unit configured for:

receiving a first OTDR trace and a second OTDR trace, respectively identified as being acquired over a
first optical fiber link and a second optical fiber link, the second optical fiber link identified as different from
said first optical fiber link;
identifying at least one fiber span along the first OTDR trace, which corresponds to a continuous optical
fiber section; and
comparing the backscattering patterns of said first and second OTDR traces over the identified fiber span
to determine if said first and second OTDR traces that are identified as being acquired over different optical
fiber links, are likely to have been acquired over the same optical fiber link.

13. The system as claimed in claim 12, further comprising a server in which the processing unit is located.

14. The system as claimed in claim 13, wherein the processing unit receives a first OTDR measurement data file and
a second OTDR measurement data file produced by the OTDR acquisition device, the first and second OTDR
measurement data files respectively associated with a first optical fiber link and a second optical fiber link and
respectively comprising a first OTDR trace and a second OTDR trace.

15. The system as claimed in claim 12, wherein the processing unit is further configured for:
activating a flag when said first and second OTDR traces that are identified as being acquired over different optical
fiber links, are determined to be likely to have been acquired over the same optical fiber link.
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