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(54) Method and arrangement for responding to a grid event, such as fast frequency drop, by 
combining demand response, inertial response and spinning reserve

(57) It is described a method (100) for controlling a
wind power plant, in particular in case of a frequency drop
in a utility grid to which the wind turbines are connected,
the method comprising: Combining demand response,

inertial response and spinning reserve for given wind
speeds in order for wind power plants to deliver fast ag-
gregate under frequency response for a wide wind speed
range with minimal recovery time and minimal production
loss at each wind speed.
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Description

Field of invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a method and
to an arrangement for controlling a energy producing tur-
bine, such as a tidal turbine or a wind turbine, in particular
in case of a frequency drop in a utility grid to which the
wind turbine is connected, in order to increase a stability
of a of the utility grid, the wind turbine can be configured
to provide fast frequency response or inertial response
but at the same time minimizing the recovery time of the
wind turbine to resume normal operations at an accept-
able level after the inertial response.

Related Prior Art

[0002] During a low frequency event, such as when
the frequency of the grid falls below a nominal frequency,
a conventional wind turbine may perform an inertial re-
sponse function for contributing to the grid stability.
Thereby, the inertial response function may pull or extract
kinetic energy from the turbine rotor, thereby decreasing
the rotational speed of the rotor. Thereby, the conversion
efficiency of the rotor may be degraded and further a
delay is involved before the full production level can be
restored at the nominal rotational speed of the rotor.
[0003] It has been observed that the conventional
method involves problems of the operation of the wind
turbine, in particular regarding the recovery to the normal
operation.
[0004] There may be a need for a method and for an
arrangement for controlling a wind turbine which is con-
nected to a utility grid, in particular in case of a frequency
drop in the utility grid, wherein a recovery time of the wind
turbine is reduced compared to a conventional method.
[0005] Further, there may be a need for a method and
for an arrangement for controlling a wind turbine, wherein
grid stability may be improved, in particular in case of a
frequency drop in the utility grid, without deteriorating the
operation of the wind turbine in an excessive manner.
[0006] Further, there may be a need for a method and
for an arrangement for controlling a wind turbine, wherein
a larger reliable synthetic inertial response can be pro-
vided with a minimized amount of spinning reserve.

Summary of the Invention

[0007] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention it is provided a method for controlling a wind pow-
er plant, in particular wind turbine power plant, in partic-
ular in case of a frequency drop in a utility grid to which
the wind turbines are connected, the method comprising:
increasing power extraction from a rotating rotor of the
wind turbine; and simultaneously decreasing a power de-
mand of the wind turbine, in particular from the utility grid,
in particular from a nominal power demand, thereby in-
creasing a net power output of the wind turbine to the

utility grid.
[0008] Increasing the power extraction may result, in
particular at a low wind speed, decreasing a rotational
speed of the rotor, in particular from a nominal rotational
speed. At high wind speed the rotational speed of the
rotor may stay the same but the blade pitch angle may
be changed to extract more energy. In the latter case,
there may be no recovery time.
[0009] The method combines an inertial response with
a demand response in order to contribute to utility grid
stability in a more effective way.
[0010] Further demand response, inertial response
and spinning reserve may be combined for the largest
possible operating range in order to contribute to grid
frequency stability with the least amount of wind power
production loss.
[0011] In particular, a range of wind speed at which the
method may be applied, may be expanded compared to
a conventional method, in order to cover 0 m/s to about
40 m/s and the proposed method may be applied for all
hours of the year instead of just during periods with wind
speeds high enough for active power production.
[0012] The wind turbine may comprise a rotor to which
one or more wind turbines rotor blades are connected,
wherein the rotor drives an electric generator, such as a
synchronous generator having an outer rotor with plural
permanent magnets. The generator may provide a vari-
able frequency AC power stream to a converter, in par-
ticular an AC-DC-AC converter which converts the vari-
able frequency AC power stream to a fixed frequency AC
power stream which is then provided to the utility grid in
order to provide plural consumers with electric energy.
[0013] The converter may be controlled by a respective
control signal in order to adjust a torque which the gen-
erator exerts on the rotor. Thereby, power extraction from
the rotating rotor may be adjusted, in particular increased
by increasing the torque exerted by the generator acting
on the rotor. Thereby, the rotor may be decelerated such
as to assume a rotational speed lower than the nominal
rotational speed. The nominal rotational speed may also
be referred to as rated rotational speed corresponding
to a rotational speed the rotor is designed and construct-
ed to run at the given wind  speed. The rotational speed
of the rotor may also be represented by a rotational speed
of the generator.
[0014] Power extraction may refer to an extraction of
active power and/or extraction of reactive power. In par-
ticular, the active power extraction may be increased in
case of a frequency drop in the utility However, increasing
the power extraction and/or decreasing the power de-
mand may be initiated by a particular command from a
controller such as a park pilot which may not necessarily
require a frequency drop or voltage drop in the utility grid.
[0015] The main purpose of the control method is for
frequency response.
[0016] The wind turbine may comprise one or more
electrical wind turbine components which may require
electrical energy during the normal operation of the wind
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turbine. However, some of these electrical wind turbine
components may not in all situations require the supply
of electric energy or supply of a maximal amount of en-
ergy. In particular, some of these electrical wind turbine
components may be switched off for a certain time period
or may at least run with decreased power demand for a
certain time period without hampering operation of the
wind turbine. Thereby, the power demand of the wind
turbine may be decreased thus effectively contributing
to the increased net power output of the wind turbine.
The net power output of the wind turbine may be the total
power extracted from the rotating rotor or total power
output by the converter diminished by the power demand
of the wind turbine in order to supply electric energy to
the electrical wind turbine components.
[0017] By combining the increasing of the power ex-
traction and the decreasing the power demand the utility
grid may be stabilized, in particular regarding a desired
frequency, while the operation of the wind turbine may
not be disturbed  in an excessive manner such that in
particular the wind turbine may resume a nominal or nor-
mal operation after a relatively short recovery time.
[0018] Thereby, in particular, the relative portion of the
increased power extraction and the decreased power de-
mand may be adjusted in order to achieve a net power
output increase of the wind turbine.
[0019] According to an exemplary embodiment the
power demand may be decreased such as to contribute
about 5% to 10% of the actual power output, but this
portion may vary. At 1 kW production for example, a de-
mand reduction of 5 kW may be much higher than 10%
of the 1 kW production. But at nominal production the
demand reduction may only be 1% of the total turbine
output. Thus, this level may depend on the actual turbine
production level.
[0020] According to an exemplary embodiment the in-
crease of the power extraction from the rotating rotor may
contribute between about 5% and 10% of the production
level.
[0021] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention the method further comprises receiving a com-
mand to increase the net power output of the wind turbine
by a required amount; determining that a maximal de-
crease of the power demand is smaller than the required
amount; decreasing the power demand of the wind tur-
bine, in particular from the utility grid, by the maximal
decrease of the power demand; and increasing the power
extraction from the rotating rotor such that the required
amount equals the increased net power output.
[0022] The command may comprise one or more elec-
trical and/or optical signal, i.e. supplied from a park con-
troller. The command may be triggered by a frequency
drop in the utility grid and/or by strategic considerations.
The required amount  may specify the amount of active
power which is to be additionally supplied to the utility
grid.
[0023] The maximal decrease of the power demand
may represent an active power or energy which may max-

imally be saved by switching off or at least turning down
one or more electrical wind turbine components without
effecting the wind turbine operation in an excessive way
so that the wind turbine may still operate in a productive
manner, in particular for at least for a particular time pe-
riod.
[0024] According to this embodiment first, the capacity
of the reduction of the power demand is exploited in order
to keep the rotational speed of the rotor as long as pos-
sible at its nominal value. Only the remaining energy or
power which is demanded by the command is then sup-
plied by increasing the power extraction from the rotating
rotor. Thereby, the rotational speed of the rotating rotor
is only decreased to an essentially required amount so
that the recovery time may be relatively short or may be
minimized.
[0025] Thereby, the normal operation of the wind tur-
bine may be resumed in a fast time, thereby improving
the efficiency of the power production.
[0026] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention increasing the power extraction from the rotating
rotor results in decreasing the rotational speed of the
rotor from a nominal rotational speed to a rotational speed
lower than the nominal rotational speed.
[0027] The rotational speed is decreased from the
nominal rotational speed, whereby the efficiency of the
wind turbine may decrease. However, since the decreas-
ing of the rotational speed is relatively small the recovery
may be achieved in a short time period.
[0028] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention the method further comprises operating the wind
turbine at a first wind speed range, in particular between
5 m/s and 12 m/s, or at a second wind speed range, in
particular between 23 m/s and 30 m/s, extracting power
from the rotating rotor to an amount being 5% to 10%
below an available power extraction, in particular rated
power extraction (in order to provide a spinning reserve);
receiving a command to increase the net power output
of the wind turbine by a required amount in the event of
a frequency drop; determining that a maximal decrease
of the power demand is smaller than the required amount;
decreasing the power demand of the wind turbine from
the utility grid by the maximal decrease of the power de-
mand; and increasing the extracting the power from the
rotating rotor such that the required amount equals the
increased net power output.
[0029] According to this exemplary embodiment a
spinning reserve is maintained by not extracting the avail-
able power from the rotor in a particular wind speed range
but only extracting a power which may be between 5%
and 20% below a available power extraction., thereby
providing a spinning reserve which may then later on be
exploited to temporarily extract more energy from the ro-
tating rotor. Again it is determined that by exclusively
decreasing the power demand the required amount of
the increase of the net power output can not be provided.
Then, the maximal decrease of the power demand is ef-
fected (for example by switching off some of selected
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electrical wind turbine components or decreasing their
required energy or power). Only the rest of the required
amount of the increase of the net power output is then
provided by extracting some kinetic power of the rotating
rotor. Again, thereby the rotational speed of the rotating
rotor may be decreased only slightly below the nominal
speed such as the recovery time is relatively short.
[0030] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention demand reduction capacity information indicative
of the maximal decrease of the power demand for at least
one operational condition, in particular for different ex-
ternal conditions, is accessed and is processed for con-
trolling the wind turbine.
[0031] The demand reduction capacity information
may comprise information about the maximal decrease
of the power demand (of one or more electrical wind tur-
bine components), in particular for different wind condi-
tions, different grid states, different external conditions,
such as temperature, humidity etc. Depending on the ex-
ternal conditions one or more wind turbine components
may be dispensed with or they may be operated with
reduced power consumption. Thereby, the method may
be improved.
[0032] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention inertial capacity information indicative of a max-
imal increase of power extraction, in particular between
5% and 10% of an actual power extraction, from the ro-
tating rotor for at least one operational condition, in par-
ticular for different external conditions, is accessed and
is processed for controlling the wind turbine.
[0033] The inertial capacity information may comprise
information about the maximal increase of the power ex-
traction from the rotating rotor which may depend on for
example a rotational speed, a wind speed, mechanical
specifications or the rotor components and so forth. For
example, a maximal torque exerted at the rotor may be
limited due to the mechanical constitution of the rotor
and/or bearing and/or other components of the drive
train. Thereby, for each of the operational conditions, in
particular plural different external conditions, an optimum
amount of the increase of the power extraction may be
determined.
[0034] Thereby, the method may further be improved.
[0035] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention recovery time information about a recovery time
to recover from a current rotational speed to the nominal
rotational speed, in particular for at least one operation
condition, is accessed and is processed for controlling
the wind turbine.
[0036] The recovery time information may comprise in-
formation about the time to recover from the current ro-
tational speed to the nominal rotational speed for different
rotational speeds, i.e. current rotational speeds, for dif-
ferent wind speeds, rotor blade pitch angles, wind
speeds, etc. This recovery time information may be very
useful, in order to choose the increase of the power ex-
traction and the decrease of the power demand such as
to achieve a minimal recovery time for recovering the

operation of the wind turbine to the normal or nominal
operation, in particular including the nominal rotational
speed of the rotor.
[0037] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, in particular depending on a required increase
of the net power output, an amount of decreasing the
power demand of the wind turbine and an amount of in-
creasing the power extraction from the rotating rotor is
determined based on the recovery time information for
controlling the wind turbine, in order to minimize the re-
covery time.
[0038] In particular, the method may involve setting up
or applying a model of the operation of the wind turbine,
when the power extraction is increased and when the
power demand is decreased. The model may comprise
a mathematical/physical/self learning model of the wind
turbine, in particular the wind turbine rotor and/or the con-
verter connected to the generator. Thereby, it may be
modelled how long it may take at a given wind condition
for the rotor to resume the steady state power / nominal
rotational speed when the rotor has been decreased to
a current rotational speed. Further, the model may indi-
cate how much energy may effectively be extracted from
the rotor by extracting additional energy from the rotor
resulting in a decrease of the rotational speed. Further,
the model may determine a compromise between max-
imizing the power extraction from the rotor and minimiz-
ing the recovery time. Thereby, an optimization problem
may be solved.
[0039] Thereby, the method may be improved.
[0040] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention the controlling the wind turbine (involving increas-
ing the power extraction from the rotating rotor and/or
decreasing the power demand of the wind turbine) is
based on a combination of the demand reduction capac-
ity information, the inertial capacity information, spinning
reserve information and the recovery time information.
All these information portions may be available for differ-
ent external conditions, such as wind speed, humidity,
temperature, rotor blade pitch angle and so forth, utility
grid voltage, utility grid frequency and so on and also
required net power increase. Thereby, the controller may
state, what consumption is currently taking place by what
component.
[0041] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention the decreasing the power demand of the wind
turbine from the utility grid comprises decreasing power
demand of at least one electrical wind turbine device
comprising at least one of: a de-icing system for de-icing
a rotor blade of the wind turbine, a heating system, in
particular for de-icing a rotor blade of the wind turbine, a
cooling system for cooling a mechanical and/or electrical
component of the wind turbine, a lighting system, a yaw
motor for orienting the wind turbine relative to the wind
direction, hydraulics for moving a component of the wind
turbine, an uninterruptible power supply system, a pump
circulating cooling liquids or cooling  liquids. Other elec-
trical wind turbine devices may be controlled regarding
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their energy consumption while performing the method.
[0042] All these electrical wind turbine devices may be
switched on and/or off or at least may be operated in
order to decrease their energy consumption. Thereby,
these electrical wind turbine devices may be individually
controlled, wherein each particular device may have op-
erational information indicating during which external
conditions the respective wind turbine device may be es-
sential or how this device has to be operated in the dif-
ferent external conditions, in order to provide an energy
producing wind turbine operation. Thereby, the power
demand may be decreased individually for each of the
wind turbine devices adapted to the current external con-
ditions. Thereby, the operation of the wind turbine may
be ensured to allow energy production, while minimizing
the power demand of the wind turbine from the utility grid.
[0043] The turbine controller may continuously monitor
the active state on/off and may all the time re-calculate
how much energy demand may be reduced at this given
instance. This value may be accumulated or stored by
the plant controller.
[0044] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention the method further comprises supplying a control
signal to a converter connected to a generator of the wind
turbine causing the converter to increase a torque exert-
ed on the rotating rotor to increase the power extraction
from a rotating rotor. The control signal may involve one
or more pulse width modulation signals supplied to one
or more gates of one or more controllable switches, such
as isolated gate bipolar transistors (IGBT) comprised in
the converter. By using a converter and supplying a re-
spective control signal to the converter the method may
be simplified.
[0045] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention the control method is adapted for controlling a
plurality of wind turbines. In particular, the method may
be performed by a wind park controller. In particular, the
wind park controller may individually control the individual
wind turbines especially adapted with respect to the re-
spected constitution of the wind turbine. Controlling to
set the best combination of demand response - inertial
response and spinning reserve for each individual turbine
may contribute to meet the aggregate grid requirement
for fast under frequency response.
[0046] It should be noted that features individually or
in any combination disclosed, described, mentioned, ex-
plained or employed for a method for controlling a wind
turbine may also be applied to an arrangement for con-
trolling a wind turbine according to an embodiment of the
present invention and vice versa.
[0047] According to an embodiment it is provided an
arrangement for controlling a wind turbine, in particular
in case of a frequency drop in a utility grid to which the
wind turbine is connected, the arrangement being adapt-
ed: to increase power extraction from a rotating rotor of
the wind turbine, thereby decreasing a rotational speed
of the rotor, in particular from a nominal rotational speed;
and simultaneously to decrease a power demand of the

wind turbine from the utility grid, in particular from a nom-
inal power demand, thereby increasing a net power out-
put of the wind turbine to the utility grid.
[0048] The arrangement may be adapted to perform a
method according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[0049] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention the arrangement further comprises a converter
connected to the generator and adapted to cause the
generator to increase a torque acting on the rotor in order
to increase the power  extraction; a power supply system
adapted for controlling a power supply from the utility grid
to a wind turbine electrical component, in order to de-
crease a power demand of the wind turbine. Thereby,
the turbine exports an amount of power derived as power
produced minus power consumed (by wind turbine com-
ponents). Thus, only when the turbine is not producing
any power there is power pulled from the utility grid to
operate the wind turbine components.
[0050] The converter may be a AC-DC-AC converter
comprising a AC-DC section, a DC-link, and a DC-AC
section, wherein the AC-DC section and the DC-AC sec-
tion each may comprise one or more controllable switch-
es, such as IGBTs, in particular each comprising six IG-
BTs.
[0051] The power supply system may comprise one or
more switches in order to individually switch on and off
power supply to one or more wind turbine devices. Fur-
ther, the power supply system may be adapted to adjust
a power consumption of the one or more wind turbine
electrical devices.
[0052] The present invention is now described with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings. The invention is
not limited to the described or illustrated embodiments.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0053]

Fig. 1 schematically illustrates a flow diagram of a
method for controlling a wind turbine according
to an embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 2 illustrates a graph considered in a method ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

Fig. 3 illustrates a recovery delay achieved when per-
forming a method according to an embodiment
of the present invention,

Fig. 4 illustrates a graph showing contribution of par-
ticular energy portions as considered in a meth-
od according to an embodiment of the present
invention; and

Fig. 5 illustrates a recovery time of a conventional
method.
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Detailed Description

[0054] Fig. 1 illustrates a flow diagram of a method 100
for controlling a wind turbine according to an embodiment
of the present invention. Thereby, a number of wind tur-
bines 101 are providing information 103 regarding a de-
mand reduction capacity indicative of the maximal de-
crease of the power demand. Further, the individual wind
turbines 101 provide each an inertial capacity information
104 to the controller 105.
[0055] The information 103, i.e. the plural demand re-
duction capacity information of each turbine 101 is pro-
vided to a controller 105 which may receive the particular
demand capacities 103 and the particular inertial capac-
ities 104 in order to obtain a sum of demand capacities
107 and a sum of inertial capacities 108 which are then
provided to a decision block 109.
[0056] The decision block 109 further receives a com-
mand 111 which defines a required amount 113 as to
how much increase the net power output of the plural
wind turbines. In the decision block 109 it is tested, wheth-
er the sum of the demand reduction capacity (sum(P_
demand)) is larger than the required amount (P_required)
of the additional power required  or needed. If the sum
of the demand reduction capacity (sum (P_demand)) is
larger than the required power increase (P_required),
then it is branched to the method step 115, in which the
power demand of one or more wind turbines is decreased
such as to effectively increase the net power output of
the wind turbine being equal to the required power P_
required.
[0057] If the sum of the demand reduction capacity
(sum (P_demand)) is not greater than the required addi-
tional power (P_required), it is branched to a method step
117 in which it is tested whether the sum of the demand
reduction capacity (sum (P_demand)) and the sum of the
inertial capacity (sum (P_inertial)) is larger than the re-
quired additional power P_required. If this is the case, it
is branched to the method step 119, in which the power
demand of one or more of the wind turbine is decreased
and in which further the power extraction from one or
more rotating rotors of one or more wind turbines is in-
creased, in order to need the required additional power
P_required.
[0058] If on the other hand this is not the case, it is
branched to the method step 121, in which additionally
to the measures taken in the method step 119 a spinning
reserve of one or more of the wind turbines is exploited
which allows extracting additional power from the rotating
rotor of one or more of the wind turbines which rotating
rotor rotates at a rotational speed greater than the nom-
inal speed. This logic may also be used to set the spinning
reserve reference dynamically, so that only the required
amount of spinning reserve is available at any given time.
[0059] Further, a not illustrated arrangement for con-
trolling one or more wind turbines 101, in particular in
case of a frequency drop in a utility grid to which the wind
turbine is connected, may perform the method 100 ac-

cording to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0060] Fig. 2 illustrates a graph, wherein on an ordinate
201 the percentage of the power relative to the actual
power is indicated, while on the abscissa 203 the power
in percent of the nominal power is indicated. The curve
205 indicates the demand reduction capacity of a single
wind turbine having a particular number of electrical de-
vices supplied with electric energy and the curve 207
indicates another example of a wind turbine which has
even more electrical devices which are supplied with
electrical energy from the utility grid.
[0061] As can be seen from curve 205 by switching off
one or more of the electrical devices above 8% of the
total power produced at about 10% power output may be
saved by switching off these electrical devices. The curve
207 indicates that even almost 18% of the energy can
be saved by switching off the electrical devices, when
the wind turbine is operated according to a power output
of 10% of the nominal power output. Further, for larger
power output the relative contribution of the energy which
may be saved by switching off or turning down the de-
vices of the wind turbine decreases. In particular, the
demand respond in the case of curve 205 is able to con-
tribute 9% or around 20% (curve 207) of the production
level.
[0062] Fig. 3 illustrates on an abscissa 301 a wind
speed in m/s and on an ordinate 303 a recovery delay in
seconds, when a method for controlling a wind turbine
according to an embodiment of the present invention is
performed.
[0063] As can be appreciated from Fig. 3 the recovery
delay as indicated by curve 305 is zero for the wind speed
range between 0 m/s and 6 m/s and increases relatively
rapidly from 6 m/s to 9 m/s where a maximum is achieved.
From there the recovery delay decreases to become zero
at 11 m/s and for higher wind speed values between 11
m/s and 24 m/s the  recovery delay stays at zero. A small
increase is observed between 24 m/s and 26 m/s. Beyond
26 m/s the recovery delay stays at zero.
[0064] The recovery delay is in particular advanta-
geously decreased compared to a recovery time of a con-
ventional method, as is illustrated in Fig. 5. In particular,
on the abscissa 501 of Fig. 5 the wind speed is indicated
in m/s and on the ordinate 503 the recovery time is indi-
cated in seconds. As can be appreciated from Fig. 5, the
recovery time 505 is much higher than the recovery time
illustrated in Fig. 3. In particular, the recovery time 505
is above 25 s in a wind speed range between 4 m/s and
10 m/s, while the recovery time of the curve 305 accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention is zero in
this wind speed range. Further, at a wind speed of 9 m/s
the recovery time of the conventional method is at about
25 m/s, while the recovery time according to an embod-
iment of the present invention (curve 305 of Fig. 3) is only
at around 15 s.
[0065] In particular, as can be taken from Fig. 3 the
recovery delay is 0 up to 6 m/s followed by a proportional
increase in the recovery delay up to a wind speed for
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nominal production of around 11 m/s and finally a drop
to again 0 response delay up to approximately 25 m/s is
observed. In particular, for turbine models with a fixed
high wind stop limit there will be no response delay above
the nominal wind speed all the way up to 40 m/s.
[0066] For wind turbines with a high wind ramp down
function there may be a small response delay around 25
m/s where the main portion of the response would have
to come from the converter and not from the demand
response function.
[0067] A plant controller may calculate a recovery de-
lay indication in a numeric format what the plant operator
can expect of a recovery delay at any given time for the
actual operation  condition for the plant. Thereby, the
index may include a time and a capacity designation,
such as a demand reduction capacity information and/or
inertial capacity information either as a total megawatt
indication or a percentage of installed capacity or a per-
centage of actual capacity. Further, the central controller
may also aggregate value for what portion of the simu-
lated inertial response will be performed by the demand
response function and what portion will be performed by
a temporarily converting additional kinetic energy and
exporting it to the public utility grid, thereby distributing
between demand response- inertial response and spin-
ning reserve. Thus, the central controller may calculate
the portion of the increasing the power extractor from the
rotating rotor and also the portion of the decreasing the
power demand of the wind turbine in order to meet the
additionally required power or energy.
[0068] Further, a slight spinning reserve may be kept
by one or more wind turbines. However, this may be ap-
plied only during particular wind conditions, where the
recovery delay response falls outside the desired criteria.
[0069] Fig. 4 illustrates a graph showing the different
contributions for the demand reduction capacity, the in-
ertial capacity and the spinning reserve according to an
embodiment of the present invention.
[0070] An abscissa 401 indicates the wind speed in
m/s, while an ordinate 403 indicates the percentage of
the actual power output. In the area 405 the demand
reduction capacity is indicted. As can be appreciated
from Fig. 4 the demand reduction capacity is especially
high at low wind, i.e. between 1 m/s and 3 m/s, wherein
it decreases from 3 m/s to about 13 m/s where it reaches
zero. Further, the demand reduction capacity increases
from 24 m/s to very high values for higher wind speeds.
[0071] In the areas 407 the contribution of the spinning
reserve is indicated. It can be appreciated that the spin-
ning reserve is only provided in two different wind speed
ranges, in particular in the range 409 ranging from about
7 m/s to 9 m/s and in the wind range 411 ranging from
about 27 m/s to 29 m/s. Thus, in these wind regions the
wind power plant is operated with spinning reserve (in
particular the rotational speed of the rotor is increased
above its nominal level) so that in case of a frequency
drop or voltage drop in the utility grid the amount of spin-
ning reserve (in particular the rotational speed) can be

reduced in order to extract more energy from the rotating
rotor, in order to stabilize the utility grid. Thereby, the
spinning reserve may mean a rotor speed change but it
may also be just a pitch change or a combination of both.
[0072] In other embodiments spinning reserve is pro-
vided across a larger wind speed range from e.g. about
4 m/s to e.g. about 29 m/s by extending the areas 407
vertically upwards in Fig. 4.
[0073] Further, in the speed range 413, i.e. in the range
between about 4 m/s and 28 m/s an inertial response is
available as indicated by the area 415.
[0074] For example, if the external condition corre-
sponds to a wind speed of 9 m/s and if a grid even occurs,
such as a frequency drop, the demand reduction capacity
would contribute about 3% of the actual power output as
indicated by the double arrow 417. Further, the inertial
response would contribute about 6% as is indicated by
the double arrow 419. Furthermore, the spinning reserve
would contribute with about 1 to 2% as indicated by the
double arrow 421. As will be understood by the skilled
person at other wind speeds the relative contributions of
the demand response, the inertial capacity and the spin-
ning reserve may assume different relative values.
[0075] In a different implementation the contribution
from the spinning reserve may be provided by a local
turbine or a plant storage system further reducing the
need for the wind turbine plant to spill power in order to
provide this ancillary service of inertial response to the
grid.
[0076] Inter alia it is described a method for controlling
a power plant, in particular wind power plant, in particular
in case of a frequency drop in a utility grid to which the
turbines of the plant are connected, the method compris-
ing: Combining demand response, inertial response and
spinning reserve for given wind speeds in order for wind
power plants to deliver fast aggregate under frequency
response for a wide wind speed range with minimal re-
covery time and minimal production loss at each wind
speed.
[0077] It should be noted that the term "comprising"
does not exclude other elements or steps and "a" or "an"
does not exclude a plurality. Also elements described in
association with different embodiments may be com-
bined. It should also be noted that reference signs in the
claims should not be construed as limiting the scope of
the claims.

Claims

1. Method (100) for controlling a wind turbine (101), in
particular in case of a frequency drop in a utility grid
to which the wind turbine is connected, the method
comprising:

increasing power extraction (419) from a rotat-
ing rotor of the wind turbine (101); and simulta-
neously
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decreasing a power demand (417) of the wind
turbine (101), in particular from a nominal power
demand,
thereby increasing a net power output of the
wind turbine to the utility grid.

2. Method according to claim 1, further comprising:

receiving a command (111) to increase the net
power output of the wind turbine (101) by a re-
quired amount;
determining that a maximal decrease of the pow-
er demand is smaller than the required amount;
decreasing the power demand of the wind tur-
bine by the maximal decrease of the power de-
mand; and
increasing the power extraction (419) from the
rotating rotor such that the required amount
equals the increased net power output.

3. Method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein increasing
the power extraction (419) from the rotating rotor re-
sulting in a decreasing a rotational speed of the rotor
from a nominal rotational speed to a rotational speed
lower than the nominal rotational speed.

4. Method according to claim 1 or 2, further comprising:

operating the wind turbine at a first wind speed
range (409), in particular between 5 m/s and 12
m/s, or at a second wind speed range (411), in
particular between 23 m/s and 30 m/s,
extracting power from the rotating rotor to an
amount being 5% to 10% below an available
power extraction for the given wind speed,
receiving a command (111) to increase the net
power output of the wind turbine by a required
amount;
determining that a maximal decrease of the pow-
er demand is smaller than the required amount;
decreasing the power demand (417) of the wind
turbine, in particular from the grid, by the maxi-
mal decrease of the power demand; and
increasing the extracting the power (419) from
the rotating rotor such that the required amount
equals the increased net power output.

5. Method according to one of the preceding claims,
wherein demand reduction capacity information
(103) indicative of the maximal decrease of the pow-
er demand for at least one operational condition, in
particular for different external conditions, is ac-
cessed and is processed for controlling the wind tur-
bine (101).

6. Method according to one of the preceding claims,
wherein inertial capacity information (104) indicative
of a maximal increase of power extraction, in partic-

ular between 5% and 10% of an actual power ex-
traction, from the rotating rotor for at least one oper-
ational condition, in particular for different external
conditions, is accessed and is processed for control-
ling the wind turbine (101).

7. Method according to one of the preceding claims,
wherein recovery time information about a recovery
time to recover from a rotational speed loss to the
nominal rotational speed, in particular for at least one
operation condition, is accessed and is processed
for controlling the wind turbine.

8. Method according to one of the preceding claim,
wherein, in particular depending on a required in-
crease of the net power output, an amount of de-
creasing the power demand of the wind turbine and
an amount of increasing the  power extraction from
the rotating rotor is determined based on the recov-
ery time information for controlling the wind turbine,
in order to minimize the recovery time.

9. Method according to one of the preceding claim,
wherein the controlling is based on a combination of
the demand reduction capacity information, the in-
ertial response capacity information and the recov-
ery time information.

10. Method according to one of the preceding claims,
wherein the decreasing the power demand of the
wind turbine (101), in particular from the grid, com-
prises decreasing power demand of at least one
electrical wind turbine device comprising at least one
of:

a de-icing system for de-icing a rotor blade of
the wind turbine,
a heating system, in particular for de-icing a rotor
blade of the wind turbine,
a heating system, in particular for heating up
controllers enclosures,
a cooling system for cooling a mechanical and/or
electrical component of the wind turbine,
a lighting system,
a yaw motor for orienting the wind turbine rela-
tive to the wind direction,
hydraulics for moving a component of the wind
turbine,
an uninterruptible power supply system,
a pump circulating cooling liquids or cooling liq-
uids.

11. Method according to one of the preceding claims,
further comprising:

supplying a control signal to a converter con-
nected to a generator of the wind turbine causing
the converter to increase a torque exerted on

13 14 



EP 2 679 809 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the rotating rotor to increase the power extrac-
tion from a rotating rotor.

12. Method according to one of the preceding claims,
adapted for controlling a plurality of wind turbines
(101).

13. Arrangement for controlling a wind turbine (101), in
particular in case of a frequency drop in a utility grid
to which the wind turbine is connected, the arrange-
ment being adapted:

to increase power extraction (419) from a rotat-
ing rotor of the wind turbine (101), and simulta-
neously
to decrease a power demand (417) of the wind
turbine (101), in particular from a nominal power
demand,
thereby increasing a net power output of the
wind turbine to the utility grid.

14. Arrangement according to clam 13, further compris-
ing:

a converter connected to the generator and
adapted to cause the generator to increase a
torque acting on the rotor in order to increase
the power extraction;
a power supply system adapted for controlling
a power supply from the utility grid to a wind
turbine electrical component, in order to de-
crease a power demand of the wind turbine.

15. Arrangement according to clam 13 or 14, which is
adapted for controlling a wind turbine (101):

to perform a function for automatically establish-
ing the needed level of spinning reserve for each
individual wind turbine in order to deliver the
specified fast frequency response during under
frequency events for the given wind conditions
at the wind power plant.
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