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(54) Improvements in scaffolding

(57) The invention relates to a bridge that is for use
with a scaffolding standard. The standard may comprise
of an elongate pipe to which there is secured at least one
rosette of a kind that presents a plurality of apertures
about the pipe at which a connection to said standard

can be established by other scaffolding components. The
bridge is capable of connection to said rosette at at least
two said apertures, said bridge allowing a scaffolding
component to be secured thereto to be positioned and
supported by said bridge at a location not catered for by
any aperture of said rosette.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to improvements
in scaffolding.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Pipe and clamp type scaffolding systems are
extensively used in the building sector. They are able to
be easily adapted to conform to confined spaces and
provide a modest amount of flexibility in terms of the
shape of scaffolding structures that can be constructed.
However these systems require significant expertise to
erect correctly and are usually erected by experienced
people, largely because of the large degree of flexibility
that is available. This requires for expert knowledge to
ensure a correctly erected scaffolding structure is put in
place. Modular systems remove the need for such high
degree of expertise. Modular systems consist of prefab-
ricated components usually of specific lengths and are
inter-operative and inter-connectable with each other.
With increasing labour costs there is a preference for
scaffolding systems to be easy to erect.
[0003] Modular systems will comprise of a number of
different components that can be connected together to
form at least part of a scaffold structure. Such a scaffold
structure may comprise of a plurality of standards 1 as
shown in Figure 1 that may be connected together via
ledgers 2. Ledgers may also be referred to as transoms.
A scaffold structure may also include guard rails 3. The
standards, ledgers and guardrails are preferably made
from metal pipe.
[0004] A scaffolding system exists that allows for the
connection of ledgers, transoms and standards in a con-
venient manner. Such is shown with reference to Figures
1 to 5. Standards 1 may have nodal points 5 provided at
at least one and preferably a plurality of separated loca-
tions along its length. The nodal points are defined by a
rosette 6. This is a ring-like member as shown in Figure
2. The rosette 6 has a central aperture 7 through which
the pipe part of a standard extends. The rosette 6 is usu-
ally welded to the standard so as to be secured in place.
The rosette 6 may be of a planar configuration. Its plane
extends in a direction such that the elongate direction of
the standard 1 is normal thereto. The rosette 6 includes
at least one and preferably a plurality of holes. These
may be in the form of slots 8. With the rosette 6 engaged
to a standard the slots preferably project radially outward
from the standard. The pipe part of a standard may define
part of the boundary of the slot 8.
[0005] The rosette 6 shown in Figure 2 includes four
slots, each equispaced and extending radially away from
the standard. The four slots facilitate right angled con-
nections of ledgers to the vertical standard. Some ro-
settes may include more slots, but the more slots that
are included, the weaker the rosette becomes.

[0006] Figure 3 illustrates a ledger 2 that includes a
head at each of its distal ends. Such a head may comprise
projections 10. These projections 10 are of a shape to
allow for these to be located into a slot 8 of a rosette 6.
Each projection 10 may be welded to the end of the pipe
section of the ledger. The projection 10 presents a leg
11 that can be received into a slot 8 of a rosette 6. The
projection 11 may be tapered so that it can be conven-
iently located into the slot and become wedged to the
standard. An aperture 12 may be provided through the
projection 11 to allow for a fastener to extend through.
Such can ensure that the ledger cannot be removed from
the rosette 6. The fastener may for example be a split
pin or ring or other arrangement that can help secure the
ledger to the ring member 6. As can be seen in Figure 7
where a rosette 6 has four slots, it is possible for four
ledgers to each extend therefrom and away from the
standard. Ledgers 2 are of a fixed length so that the dis-
tance between adjacent erected standards is fixed.
[0007] The projections 10 are planar member (usually
cut from a sheet metal). The complimentary shaped slot
8 results in a snug fit being established between the pro-
jection 10 and the rosette 6 so as to ensure that the di-
rection which the ledger extends from the standard is
fixed. This assists in the construction process of the scaf-
fold structure and provides some degree of rigidity to the
scaffold structure.
[0008] Alternatively, the head may be of a configuration
to slide over the rosette and has an aperture that can
align with the slots of the rosette and a separate wedge
can then be inserted through both the head and the ro-
sette slots to couple the ledger to the standard. This is
shown for example in US 2011/0262215.
[0009] The location of complimentary shaped wedge
or projection of a ledger with a slot of a rosette will ensure
that little or no play exists between the ledger and the
standard.
[0010] In the example as shown in Figures 1-5 ledgers
can only extend at right angles or parallel to each other
from a standard.
[0011] For scaffolding erected adjacent a building
structure or more particularly for a scaffolding erected
inside an elevator shaft of a building, it is important for
the structure to be tied to the building so as to receive
some stability from the building structure. In particular,
lateral stability.
[0012] To achieve this support from a building structure
short arms are typically used to extend between the scaf-
folding and the walls of the elevator shaft. Towards one
end of a short arm a clamp coupling is usually used to
secure the short arm to a ledger or standard of the scaf-
folding structure. The other end of the arm may be pro-
vided with an anchoring plate adapted to be bolted to a
wall of the elevator shaft. Disadvantages of this way of
laterally stabilising a scaffold structure include:

a) a significant amount of work is required to connect
the short arms to the scaffolding structure,
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b) the arm may not be firmly secured to the scaffold-
ing because of a loose clamp coupling,
c) short arms of different lengths may have to be
used or may need to be trimmed onsite to ensure
that it is of a suitable length for providing the lateral
stability,
d) the scaffolding may still not be fully secured in a
lateral direction as equal and opposite forces may
need to be exerted onto the scaffolding in a horizontal
direction in order to keep the scaffolding firmly posi-
tioned in the elevator shaft.

[0013] For other building elements located adjacent a
building, support may be required from time to time from
the building structure also. For example for a swing stage
suspended adjacent a building and that may travel up a
down a building for maintenance, window cleaning and
similar, the swing stage may be desirous of contact with
the building to reduce the degree of undesired movement
of the swing stage. Such support will need to cater for
the fact that the swing stage travels up and down relative
the building.
[0014] It is accordingly an object of the present inven-
tion to provide at least one component for a modular scaf-
folding system that address one or more of the above-
mentioned disadvantages and/or to provide the public
with a useful choice.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0015] Accordingly in a first aspect the present inven-
tion may be said to be, for use with a scaffolding standard
that comprises an elongate pipe to which there is secured
at least one rosette of a kind that presents a plurality of
apertures about the pipe at which a connection to said
standard can be established by other scaffolding com-
ponents, a bridge capable of connection to said rosette
at at least two said apertures, said bridge allowing a scaf-
folding component to be secured thereto to be positioned
and supported by said bridge at a location not catered
for by any aperture of said rosette.
[0016] Preferably the scaffolding component capable
of connecting to said bridge is capable also of connecting
the rosette at said apertures..
[0017] Preferably said bridge is adapted and config-
ured to allow a scaffolding component to be secured there
to at a location not catered for by any aperture of said
rosette by presenting a fastening region at a location dif-
ferent to any said aperture of said rosette.
[0018] Preferably the fastening region is located inter-
mediate of two adjacent apertures of said rosette with
which said bridge can locate.
[0019] Preferably the fastening region is located radi-
ally intermediate of two adjacent apertures of said rosette
with which said bridge can locate.
[0020] Preferably said fastening region is of a shape
to be complementary with part or parts of said scaffolding
component(s) that connect to said apertures of said ro-

sette.
[0021] Preferably said fastening region is an aperture
of the same aperture plan shape as the aperture of said
rosette.
[0022] Preferably the fastening region is of the same
shape as the region of said rosette about said aperture
of said rosette..
[0023] Preferably the fastening region is a slot shaped
aperture..
[0024] Preferably the slot of the bridge has an elongate
direction..
[0025] Preferably fastening region is a slot shaped ap-
erture, the slot having an elongate direction that lies in a
notional plane that is also parallel to the elongate direc-
tion of a standard, the notional plane not passing through
the apertures of the rosette with which the bridge is en-
gaged when in use.
[0026] Preferably the notional plane is intermediate of
the two apertures of the rosette with which the bridge is
engaged..
[0027] Preferably the notional plane is midway of the
two apertures of the rosette with which the bridge is en-
gaged..
[0028] Preferably the slot of the bridge has an elongate
direction that, when the bridge is in use, does not pass
through any aperture of the rosette with which the bridge
is engaged..
[0029] Preferably the elongate direction passes be-
tween two adjacent apertures of said rosette when said
bridge is in use..
[0030] Preferably the elongate direction is radial to said
pipe.
[0031] Preferably said bridge comprising a bridging
portion from which there is disposed two prongs that are
spaced apart in a manner to be presented to allow their
registration at two apertures of said rosette.
[0032] Preferably the prongs project in a direction that
is parallel to each other and in the same direction as each
other.
[0033] Preferably said bridge comprising a bridging
portion from which there is disposed two bridge abut-
ments one on each side of said bridging portion that are
spaced apart in a manner to be presented to allow their
registration at two apertures of said rosette and to engage
against the pipe to gain lateral support of said bridge from
said pipe..
[0034] Preferably the bridge portion and the prongs are
shaped and configured so as to allow the bridge portion
to rest on said rosette when said prongs are fully engaged
with a respective aperture.
[0035] Preferably the prongs can each be pushed into
a respective aperture of said rosette, preferably simulta-
neously..
[0036] Preferably the prongs are shaped and config-
ured so at engage with the pipe of a standard when fully
engaged into a respective aperture of the rosette of the
standard.
[0037] Preferably the bridge portion spans between
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the prongs..
[0038] Preferably the bridge portion defines at least
one aperture therethrough to define said at least one said
fastening region..
[0039] Preferably the at least one aperture through
said bridge portion is located to be positioned at a radial
distance away from said pipe of said standard that is
greater than where the apertures of said rosette are pro-
vided..
[0040] Preferably the bridge is at least partially staple
shaped.
[0041] Preferably the bridge portion is substantially
planar..
[0042] Preferably the bridge is a cast metal item..
[0043] Preferably the bridge is a unitary item..
[0044] Preferably the bridge is a fabricated item..
[0045] Preferably the bridge portion defines a landing
on which said scaffolding component can rest when en-
gaged at the aperture of said bridge.
[0046] Preferably said bridge also comprises pipe
abutment upwardly located from said bridge portion, to
abut the pipe of the standard at a location above said
bridge portion when in use.
[0047] In a further aspects the present invention may
be said to be a modular scaffolding system that compris-
es:

a. a scaffolding standard comprising an elongate
pipe to which there is secured at least one rosette
of a kind that presents a plurality of apertures about
the pipe at which a connection to said standard can
be established by other scaffolding components, and
b. a ledger that includes at each of its distal ends a
head that is of a shape and configuration to allow it
to be secured (whether on its own or with another
element) at said rosette at a said aperture thereof,
and
c. a bridge capable of connection to said rosette at
at least two said apertures, said bridge allowing a
said ledger or other scaffolding component to be se-
cured thereto at a location not catered for by any
aperture of said rosette..

[0048] Preferably the other scaffolding component ca-
pable of connecting to said bridge is capable also of con-
necting the rosette at said apertures..
[0049] Preferably the other scaffolding component is
the support arm as herein described..
[0050] Preferably said bridge is adapted and config-
ured to allow said ledger to be secured thereto to be
supported by said pipe at a location not catered for by
any aperture of said rosette by  presenting a fastening
region of said bridge at a location different to any said
aperture of said rosette.
[0051] Preferably the fastening region is located to lo-
cate intermediate of two adjacent apertures of said ro-
sette.
[0052] Preferably the fastening region is located to lo-

cate radially intermediate of two adjacent apertures of
said rosette.
[0053] Preferably said fastening region is of a shape
complementary to part of parts of said ledger that can
also connect to said apertures of said rosette.
[0054] Preferably said fastening region is an aperture
of the same aperture plan shape as the aperture of said
rosette.
[0055] Preferably the fastening region is of the same
shape as the region of said rosette about said aperture
of said rosette.
[0056] Preferably the fastening region is a slot shaped
aperture..
[0057] Preferably the slot of the bridge has an elongate
direction..
[0058] Preferably the elongate direction, when the
bridge is engaged to a rosette, lies in a notional plane
that is also parallel to the elongate direction of a standard,
the notional plane not passing through the apertures of
the rosette with which the bridge is engaged..
[0059] Preferably the fastening region is a slot shaped
aperture, the slot having an elongate direction that lies
in a notional plane that is also parallel to the elongate
direction of a standard, the notional plane not passing
through the apertures of the rosette with which the bridge
is engaged when in use.
[0060] Preferably the notional plane is intermediate of
the two apertures of the rosette with which the bridge is
engaged..
[0061] Preferably the notional plane is midway of the
two apertures of the rosette with which the bridge is en-
gaged..
[0062] Preferably the slot of the bridge has an elongate
direction that, when the bridge is in use, does not pass
through any aperture of the rosette with which the bridge
is engaged..
[0063] Preferably the elongate direction passes be-
tween two adjacent apertures of said rosette when said
bridge is in use..
[0064] Preferably the elongate direction is radial to said
pipe.
[0065] Preferably said bridge comprising a bridging
portion from which there is disposed two prongs that are
spaced apart in a manner to be presented to allow their
registration at two apertures of said rosette.
[0066] Preferably the prongs project in a direction that
is parallel to each other and in the same direction as each
other.
[0067] Preferably said bridge comprising a bridging
portion from which there is disposed two bridge abut-
ments one on each side of said bridging portion that are
spaced apart in a manner to be presented to allow their
registration at two apertures of said rosette and to engage
against the pipe to gain lateral support of said bridge from
said pipe..
[0068] Preferably the bridge portion and the prongs are
shaped and configured so as to allow the bridge portion
to rest on said rosette when said prongs are fully engaged
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with a respective aperture.
[0069] Preferably the prongs can each be pushed into
a respective aperture of said rosette, preferably simulta-
neously..
[0070] Preferably the prongs are shaped and config-
ured so at engage with the pipe of a standard when fully
engaged into a respective aperture of the rosette of the
standard.
[0071] Preferably the bridge portion spans between
the prongs..
[0072] Preferably the bridge portion defines at least
one aperture therethrough to define said at least one said
fastening region..
[0073] Preferably the at least one aperture through
said bridge portion is located to be positioned at a radial
distance away from said pipe of said standard that is
greater than where the apertures of said rosette are pro-
vided..
[0074] Preferably the bridge is at least partially staple
shaped.
[0075] Preferably the bridge portion is substantially
planar.
[0076] Preferably the bridge is a cast metal item..
[0077] Preferably the bridge is a unitary item..
[0078] Preferably the bridge is a fabricated item..
[0079] Preferably the bridge portion defines a landing
on which said ledger or other scaffolding component can
rest when engaged at the aperture of said bridge.
[0080] Preferably said bridge also comprises pipe
abutment upwardly located from said bridge portion, to
abut the pipe of the standard at a location above said
bridge portion when in use.
[0081] Preferably the system comprises a plurality of
ledgers, standards and bridges.
[0082] In a further aspect the present invention may
be said to be a scaffold structure that comprises:

a. a plurality of scaffolding standards that each com-
prise of an elongate pipe to which there is secured
at least one rosette of a kind that presents a plurality
of apertures about the pipe at which a connection to
said standard can be established by other scaffold-
ing components, and
b. a plurality of ledgers that are each secured at a
said rosette at a said aperture thereof by virtue of
each ledger having at its distal ends a head that is
of a shape and configuration to allow it to be so se-
cured, and
c. a bridge connected to a said rosette at at least two
said apertures thereof, said bridge sccuring a said
ledger or other scaffolding component at a location
not catered for by any aperture of said rosette and
extending in a direction that is not parallel and is not
perpendicular to any ledgers secured directly to said
rosettes.

[0083] Preferably the other scaffold component is a lat-
eral support arm that spans between a building structure

and said bridge, said extendible arm comprising at least
two elongate arm members that are coupled together in
a manner to be able to displace relative each other, a
first of said elongate arm members (herein after "first
arm") defining a first end of said extendible arm, another
of the clongate arm members (herein after "second arm")
defining a second end of the extendible arm, the distance
between the first and second end able to be varied, and
wherein at said first end said first arm presents a first
head that can engage to said building structure, and
wherein at said second end, said second arm presents
a second head that can be secured to said bridge.
[0084] Preferably said scaffold structure comprises of
a plurality of vertical standards that are interconnected
by horizontal ledgers..
[0085] Preferably said two elongate arm members are
threadingly coupled together to be able to displace rela-
tive each other..
[0086] Preferably at said first end said first arm
presents a first head that can be secured to said building
structure.
[0087] Preferably at said second end, said second arm
presents a second head that can be secured to a said
bridge..
[0088] Preferably the structure adjacent carries a plu-
rality of said support arms..
[0089] Preferably the support arm is engaged to said
structure adjacent and carried thereby as it moves up
and down the building, the first end of the support arm,
engaging said building structure at least from time to
time..
[0090] Preferably the first and second arms are coaxial
each other..
[0091] Preferably the first and second arms are in
threaded engagement with each other..
[0092] Preferably the first and second arms arc in
threaded engagement to each other..
[0093] Preferably the first and second arms are in tel-
escopic engagement to each other..
[0094] Preferably the first and second arms are en-
gaged with each other in a turnbuckle manner..
[0095] Preferably the two arms are coupled together
via an intermediate member..
[0096] Preferably said first head comprises a mounting
plate that comprises at least one aperture through which
a fastener can extend to secure into said building struc-
ture.
[0097] Preferably said at least one of said first and sec-
ond arms has dependent therefrom a lever that can be
grasped by a person to assist in providing leverage during
for the relative rotation of the first to the second arm.
[0098] Preferably the first arm comprises a pipe that
includes an internally presented thread and said second
arm comprises a threaded rod that is able to extend into
said pipe..
[0099] In a further aspect the present invention may
be said to be a scaffold structure system that comprises:
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a. a plurality of scaffolding standards that each com-
prise of an elongate pipe to which there is secured
at least one rosette of a kind that presents a plurality
of apertures about the pipe at which a connection to
said standard can be established by other scaffold-
ing components, and
b. a plurality of ledgers each able to be secured at a
said rosette at a said aperture thereof by virtue of
each ledger having at its distal ends a head that is
of a shape and configuration to allow it to be so se-
cured, and
c. a bridge able to be connected to a said rosette at
at least two said apertures thereof, said bridge to
locate a said ledger at a location not catered for by
any aperture of said rosette.

[0100] Preferably a said scaffolding component in-
cludes an extendible lateral support arm to span between
said building structure and a said bridge, said extendible
arm comprising at least two elongate arm members that
are coupled together in a manner to be able to displace
relative each other, a first of said elongate arm members
(herein after "first arm") defining a first end of said ex-
tendible arm, another of the elongate arm members
(herein after "second arm") defining a second end of the
extendible arm, the distance between the first and sec-
ond end able to be varied, and
wherein at said first end said first arm presents a first
head that can engage to said building structure, and
wherein at said second end, said second arm presents
a second head that can be secured to a said bridge.
[0101] In a further aspect the present invention may
be said to be a bridge for a scaffold structure system that
comprises:

a. a plurality of scaffolding standards that each com-
prise of an elongate pipe to which there is secured
at least one rosette of a kind that presents a plurality
of apertures about the pipe at which  a connection
to said standard can be established by other scaf-
folding components, and
b. a plurality of ledgers each able to be secured at a
said rosette at a said aperture thereof by virtue of
each ledger having at its distal ends a head that is
of a shape and configuration to allow it to be so se-
cured,

said bridge adapted and configured to be able to be con-
nected to a said rosette at at least two said apertures
thereof, said bridge to locate a said ledger at a location
not catered for by any aperture of said rosette.
[0102] In still a further aspect the present invention may
be said to be a scaffolding system, for use adjacent a
wall of a building, that comprises a plurality of standards
and a plurality of ledgers that can be connected together
to form a scaffold structure adjacent said wall, a plurality
of bridges as herein before described and at least one
extendible arm comprising a first arm and a second arm

said first arm having a first end that presents a fastener
to allow said extendible arm to be engage (and preferably
be secured to) said wall and said second arm having a
second end at which said extendible arm can be secured
to said scaffold structure via a said bridge and/or without
the use of the bridge, the first and second arms thread-
ingly coupled together to allow the distance between the
first and second end to be changed to vary the length of
the extendible arm, the extendible arm able to be secured
to said wall and to said scaffold structure to tie the two
together so as to create lateral support to said scaffold
structure from said wall.
[0103] Preferably the system is for use intermediate of
two walls of a building wherein at least two of said ex-
tendible arms are provided the two extendible arms able
to be secured to a respective of said two walls and each
be secured to said scaffold structure, the variable length
of the extendible arms allowing a lateral clamping force
to be exerted by said two extendible arms on said scaf-
folding structure to thereby laterally support said scaffold
structure between said two walls..
[0104] Preferably the walls are directly facing each oth-
er..
[0105] Preferably the walls are at an angle to each oth-
er..
[0106] Preferably the walls are the walls of an elevator
shaft..
[0107] Preferably the standards each present, spaced
along the length of the standard, a plurality of rosettes
that each define a coupling zone, the second end of the
second arm including a coupling that is complementary
to the coupling zone of the rosette to allow said coupling
to be secured to said rosette..
[0108] Preferably the rosette is of a kind that comprises
a sheet metal body and through which a plurality of elon-
gate slots extend, each slot extending radically relative
to said standard, said coupling comprising a tongue that
can nest or otherwise snugly locate in each said slot..
[0109] Preferably the walls are the walls of an elevator
shaft and wherein the standards and ledger allow the
creating of an at least single bay 3 dimensional scaffold
structure that in plan view is substantially quadrilateral in
shape, and wherein at least 4 extendible arms are pro-
vided one extendible arm to extend outwardly away from
each side of scaffold structure to a proximate wall of said
elevator shaft..
[0110] Preferable there are 8 extendible arms two arms
to extend outwardly away from each side of scaffold
structure to a proximate wall of said elevator shaft..
[0111] Preferable there are 4 extendible arms one arm
to extend outwardly away from each side of scaffold
structure to a proximate wall of said elevator shaft and
wherein each said arm is connected to said structure by
a bridge..
[0112] Preferably each extendible arm is to extend
from a standard..
[0113] Preferably each extendible arm is to be en-
gaged with a said standard..
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[0114] Preferably each extendible arm is to be en-
gaged with said standard at a rosette..
[0115] Preferably each extendible arm is to extend hor-
izontally..
[0116] Preferably the extendible arm is, when engaged
at said rosette, unable to swivel relative said standard..
[0117] Preferably the system is for use in a lift shaft of
a building..
[0118] In even a further aspect the present invention
may be said to be a method of erecting a scaffold struc-
ture adjacent a building comprising:

erecting at least in part a modular scaffolding struc-
ture that comprises a plurality of standards and a
plurality of ledgers that can be connected together
to form a scaffold structure adjacent building,
connecting at least one extendible lateral support
arm to said building and to said scaffold structure via
a said bridge as herein before described, said sup-
port arm able to be adjusted if necessary in length,
to span between said building and said scaffold
structure.

[0119] Preferably the length of the support arm is ad-
justed when said support arm is connected to at least
one of said scaffold structure and said building..
[0120] Preferably the length of the support arm is ad-
justed when said support arm is connected to both said
scaffold structure and said building..
[0121] In yet a further aspect the present invention may
be said to be a scaffolding erected using the system as
herein before described.
[0122] Preferably said scaffolding is erected in a lift
shaft of a building.
[0123] In yet a further aspect the present invention may
be said to be a scaffold structure lateral support arm com-
prising at least two components that are threadingly en-
gaged to thereby allow an adjustment in length of the
support arm to be made to allow the arm to span varying
distances  between and be connected to a scaffold struc-
ture via a bridge as herein before described and an ad-
jacent building.
[0124] Preferably the support arm has a scaffold en-
gageable end and a building engageable end..
[0125] Preferably the ends are different..
[0126] Preferably the scaffolding engageable end is
adapted to be engaged at a rosette of a standard of said
scaffold structure..
[0127] This invention may also be said broadly to con-
sist in the parts, elements and features referred to or
indicated in the specification of the application, individu-
ally or collectively, and any or all combinations of any two
or more of said parts, elements or features, and where
specific integers are mentioned herein which have known
equivalents in the art to which this invention relates, such
known equivalents are deemed to be incorporated herein
as if individually set forth.
[0128] As used herein the term "and/or" means "and"

or "or", or both.
[0129] As used herein "(s)" following a noun means the
plural and/or singular forms of the noun.
[0130] The term "comprising" as used in this specifi-
cation means "consisting at least in part of". When inter-
preting statements in this specification which include that
term, the features, prefaced by that term in each state-
ment, all need to be present but other features can also
be present. Related terms such as "comprise" and "com-
prised" are to be interpreted in the same manner.
[0131] The entire disclosures of all applications, pat-
ents and publications, cited above and below, if any, are
hereby incorporated by reference.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0132] A preferred form of the present invention will
now be described with reference to the drawings of which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a scaffold structure
comprising of a plurality of standards, ledgers and
guard rails connected together as a modular system,
Figure 2 is a perspective view of a rosette that may
be affixed to the standard,
Figure 3 is a ledger that may be used in the modular
system,
Figure 4 is a close up view of an end of a ledger,
Figure 5 is a perspective view showing a scaffolding
standard to which there is connected four separate
ledgers,
Figure 6 is a sectional view of part of a building such
as part of an elevator shaft within which a scaffold
structure can be erected and taken at section BB of
Figure 7,
Figure 7 is a plan view of Figure 6,
Figure 8 is a close up view of area A of Figure 6,
Figure 9 is a perspective view of an extendable arm,
Figure 10 is a side view showing some hidden detail
of the extendable arm of Figure 9,
Figure 11 is an end view of the arm of Figure 10,
Figure 12 is a view from the opposite end of the arm,
Figure 13 is a perspective view of a bridge,
Figure 14 is a perspective view from another direc-
tion of the bridge,
Figure 15 illustrates the bridge engaged to a stand-
ard at a rosette,
Figure 16 illustrates the bridge engaged to the ro-
sette in the absence of the standard,
Figure 17 is a perspective view of an alternative con-
figuration of a bridge,
Figure 18 is a perspective view from another direc-
tion of the bridge of Figure 17,
Figure 19 is an alternative view of the bridge of Figure
17,
Figure 20 illustrates the bridge of Figure 19 engaged
to a standard and having received a ledger,
Figure 21 is a side view of the bridge of Figure 17,
Figure 22 is a front view of the bridge of Figure 17,
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Figure 23 is a top view of the bridge of Figure 17,
Figure 24 is a view through section cc of figure 23,
Figure 25 is a view through section aa of figure 21,
Figure 26 is a view through section bb of figure 21,
Figure 27 is a side view of an alternative form of a
bridge,
Figure 28 is a front view of the bridge of Figure 27,
Figure 29 is a plan view of the bridge of Figure 27,
Figure 30 is a sectional view through section cc of
figure 29,
Figure 31 is a view through section aa of figure 31,
Figure 32 is a view through section bb of figure 27,
Figure 34A illustrates a standard with which a non-
45 degree bridge is engaged and with which a ledger
is coupled,
Figure 34B shows the bridge used in Figure 34A,
Figure 35A shows a 45 degree bridge being used,
engaged to a standard,
Figure 35B shows the bridge used in Figure 35A,
Figure 36A shows an alternative non-45 degree
bridge being used for connecting a ledger to a stand-
ard,
Figure 36B shows the bridge of Figure 36A,
Figure 37 shows a scaffold structure erected in an
elevator shaft, wherein bridges are used at the cor-
ner of the structure to allow a support arm to project
therefrom and to the shaft wall to provide lateral sup-
port,
Figure 39 shows a plan view down an elevator shaft
for example, where a service cart or lift is positioned,
the cart carrying extendible arms that project to each
make contact with a wall of the shaft such that in
concert they can operate to provide lateral stability
to the cart,
Figure 40 shows the cart, suspended from a cable
inside the lift shaft, in a side cross sectional orienta-
tion,
Figure 41 is a side view with hidden detail showing
of a variation of the extendible arm that may be uti-
lised in the application as described with reference
to figures 39 and 40 and 43,
Figure 42 is a perspective view of the extendible arm
of figure 41, and
Figure 43 is a side view of part of a building showing
a swing stage or service cart, suspended adjacent
the building and showing how the extendible arm of
figure 15 and 16 may be utilised for the purposes of
keeping separation between the building and the
swing stage.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0133] The invention may be described with reference
to components forming part of a modular scaffolding sys-
tem, parts of which are already known. In Figure 1 for
example there is shown a scaffold structure 100 that com-
prises of a plurality of standards 1. The standards 1 pref-
erably consist of a metal pipe that, at preferably regular

intervals, has secured thereto a rosette 6. The rosette 6
may be made from a sheet metal 6 and is preferably
substantially planar. The rosette 6 includes a central ap-
erture 7 which is of a shape and configuration to snugly
fit about the pipe of the standard 1. The rosette 6 may
be welded to the pipe of the standard 1 to become se-
curely fastened thereto. The rosette 6 may include a plu-
rality of apertures 8. The apertures 8 may for example
be slots that are positioned to radiate away from the pipe
of the standard 1 and are preferably equispaced about
the pipe of the standard 1. The slots 8 are preferably
elongate slots and may be substantially rectangular in
plan shape. Alternative shapes of such rosette apertures
may be provided by the rosette.
[0134] Able to form part of the scaffolding structure 100
are a plurality of ledgers 2. The ledgers may comprise
elongate linear pipes, U or RHS sectioned members. The
ledgers 2 have connection heads at each end that are of
a shape and configuration to allow for the ledger to be-
come secured at an aperture of a rosette of a standard.
Such a head may comprise projections 10. These pro-
jections 10 are of a shape to allow for these to be located
into a slot 8 of a rosette 6. Each projection 10 may be
welded to the end of the pipe section of the ledger. The
projection 10 presents a leg 11 that can be received into
a slot 8 of a rosette 6. The leg 11 may be a projection.
The leg may be tapered so that it can be conveniently
located into the slot and become wedged to the standard.
An aperture 12 may be provided through the leg 11 to
allow for a fastener to extend through. Such can ensure
that the ledger cannot be removed from the rosette 6.
The fastener may  for example be a split pin or ring or
other arrangement that can help secure the ledger to the
rosette 6. Preferably the leg is made of a sheet metal of
a thickness that is substantially the same as the width of
the slot 8 of the rosette. This allows for the leg to have a
very snug fit in a slot of a rosette and thereby become
secured without being able to swivel relative to the stand-
ard. This allows for a simple erection of a scaffold struc-
ture.
[0135] As can be seen in Figure 5 a plurality of ledgers
may be engaged at a single rosette of a standard 1 to
each radiate away from the standard 1 in predefined and
different directions.
[0136] With reference to Figure 6-8 there is shown a
scaffold structure 200 located intermediate of two walls
201 and 202 of a building. The two walls may be facing
walls or may be walls that are at an angle to each other.
In the example shown in Figure 6-8, the two walls shown
in Figure 6 are facing walls of an elevator shaft. Figure
7 illustrates a plurality of walls of an elevator shaft 203
and within which the scaffold structure 200 is erected.
[0137] In order to provide lateral stability to the scaffold
structure the scaffold structure is supported, at discrete
locations by a plurality of extendable lateral support arms
300. Such support arms 300 may be provided at a plu-
rality of discrete locations to extend between the scaffold
structure 200 and an adjacent wall 201 (etc). The support

13 14 



EP 2 669 449 A2

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

arm is preferably adjustable in length.
[0138] In a preferred form the support arm comprises
of two arm members, a first arm 302 and a second arm
303. The two arms are threadingly coupled together. In
the preferred form the second arm 303 is a threaded rod
whereas the first arm 302 includes an internally threaded
region 304 that can receive the threaded rod 303. The
first arm 302 includes a first head 305 that is presented
at a first distal end of the support arm 300 for engagement
to a wall or other part of a building structure. The first
head 305 may for example be a plate 306 having a plu-
rality of apertures 307 through which fasteners can ex-
tend to engage to the wall of a building structure.
[0139] The second arm 303 includes a second head
307 that is configured and adapted to be able to conven-
iently engage and be secured to the scaffold structure
200. The second head is preferably defined at the second
distal end of the support arm 300. The second head 307
preferably comprises a tongue 308. The tongue is pref-
erably planar and of a width that is complimentary to the
width of a slot of a rosette of modular scaffolding system
with which the support arm may be used. As can be seen
the tongue 308 is of a shape to allow for the tongue to
drop into the aperture of a rosette and thereat become
secured to a standard of a scaffold structure.
[0140] It is desirable for the support arm to become
secured to a scaffold structure not at a ledger but at a
standard and preferably at a rosette of a modular scaffold
system standard to allow for a lateral force transfer to
occur to the scaffold structure via the support arm to the
wall of the building structure. Indeed in a preferred form
the support arm is engaged to a standard at a rosette at
which ledgers also extend from as part of the scaffold
structure so as to provide a solid  anchoring point with
little or no flexibility in the standard at the rosette by virtue
of other scaffolding components being connected there-
to. Figure 7 shows a preferred assembly of a scaffold
structure where support arms are utilised. It is desirable
for two support arms to extend from a rosette, one support
arm extending in one direction from the scaffold structure
to an adjacent wall and a second support arm extending
substantially perpendicular thereto and extending to an
adjacent wall of the building structure. The adjacent walls
are preferably at right angles to each other. Alternatively
the first and second support arms could extend to the
same wall and triangulate with the wall and/or the scaffold
structure.
[0141] In a preferred form the support arm 300 com-
prises of two arm members 302 and 303. These arm
members are preferably elongate and preferably extend
coaxial relative to each other.
[0142] In the preferred form the two arms 302 and 303
are directly engaged to each other. Alternatively they may
be engaged with each other but wherein an intermediate
member may be provided. Such an intermediate member
may be a separate threaded component that engages to
threaded portions of the first and second arm 302 and
303 and thereby form a turn buckle style arm. This allows

for the intermediate member to be rotated when the first
and second arms are secured in place, yet allow the over-
all length of the support arm 300 to be adjusted. A tele-
scopic configuration is also anticipated which may or may
not include lock out features to allow the support arm to
be adjustable yet still be established in a rigid configura-
tion. Such may provide for a spring biased telescoping
or similar.
[0143] In use, the preferred form of the support arm
may be adjusted in length by relative rotation of the
threaded components of the support arm 300 so that the
distance between the first and second distal ends of the
support arm can be varied to establish an overall length
that is suitable to allow for the support arm 300 to extend
between the scaffold structure and an adjacent wall and
become coupled to both. Alternatively the support arm
300 may first be engaged to a rosette of a standard and
then its length may be adjusted until the first head 305
presses against an adjacent wall. Alternatively the first
head may first be secured to an adjacent wall and the
length of the support arm 300 may then be adjusted so
that it can span between the adjacent wall and the scaf-
fold structure. Handles 309 may be provided to one or
both of the first and second arm 302 and 303 to facilitate
the relative rotation of the threaded components to allow
for the length to be adjusted.
[0144] The use of a plurality of support arms can allow
for a scaffold structure to obtain lateral support and also
be clampingly engaged between facing or adjacent walls
of a building. Pressure can be applied via the support
arms by adjustment of the threaded components to
change the length of a or each of any of the support arms.
This can allow for a force to be applied to the  scaffold
structure to ensure a rigid connection is established be-
tween the adjacent walls of the building and the scaffold
structure.
[0145] Whilst the support arm herein described is pref-
erably utilised where a scaffold structure is desirous of
being supported relative to two facing or otherwise adja-
cent walls so as to allow for a plurality of support arms
to be utilised, it is also envisaged that the support arm
may be utilised for supporting a scaffold structure merely
adjacent one planar wall of a building. The support can
be adjusted so as to ensure that if substantially vertical
orientation of a or the vertical standards is maintained by
virtue of providing lateral support to the scaffold structure
from the building.
[0146] The support arm may also be utilised in a mode
where it is secured to a service car or swing stage that
maybe suspended adjacent a building wall. As shown in
figures 39 or 40 a service car is shown inside an elevator
shaft, the service car suspended by a cable 800. A plu-
rality of support arms 802 may be secured to and project
away from the service car 801 to as to extend to an ad-
jacent wall of the shaft. Such a configuration can allow
for the service car to get lateral stability as it travels up
and down or is stationary inside the lift shaft. As a result
workers in the car can perform functions without the lift
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car swaying relative the building. So whilst in a preferred
form the support arm may be used with scaffolding, it can
be seen that other applications for the support arm exist.
Indeed as shown in figure 43, the service car or swing
stage 801 may be suspended by a crane exterior of a
building and via a cable 800. The support arm may project
from the service car towards a face of the building and
contact the building. A plurality of support arms may be
so mounted and travel with the service car as it moves
up and down.
[0147] To ensure that such up and down movement is
not impaired and/or causes no or little damage to the
building, the support arm may include a contact roller
805. This is more clearly seen in figure 41 and 42. The
contact roller may include a wheel that has a tire or other
suitable material on it that make if compatible with the
surface over which it is to roll. The roller may be mounted
in a castor like manner so that it can swivel. This may be
important where for example lateral stability in a direction
parallel to the adjacent building surface is not able to be
achieved. The service car may for example sway from
side to side parallel to the building and a castor wheel
arrangement can allow for the contact roller to passively
adjust its orientation to allow for up and down rolling con-
tact as well as side to side rolling contact with the building.
[0148] The tires may be pneumatic tires. This allows
for some impact damage and dampening to occur if a
swing stage is moved away from the building and then
comes back at the building. In addition or alternatively,
the two arm portions of the support arm may be able to
move relative to each other in a manner to that provides
such shock absorption. A spring, ram or other element
may be included sot that the two arm portions can dis-
place relative to each other upon the application of a
force.
[0149] As mentioned above, the rosette of the kind as
shown in Figure 2 comprises of four slots each to allow
for ledgers to extend from a standard at 90 degrees to
each other. Likewise a support arm may be so disposed.
[0150] However it may be desirable for a ledger or the
support arm as hereinbefore described to be presented
for projecting from the vertical standard 1 in a different
direction. Given that complementary nature of the slot
and ledger, a ledger cannot swivel relative to a standard
without wrenching or twisting the leg 11of the projection
10 of the ledger.
[0151] To provide greater flexibility of configuration, a
bridge 500 as for example shown in Figures 13 and 14
can be used. The bridge 500 is a discrete item. It may
form part of a kit of parts of a scaffolding system. The
bridge is capable of connection to a rosette 6 in a manner
to register at at least two apertures 8 of the rosette. These
are preferably immediately adjacent apertures but need
not necessarily be so. This can for example be seen with
reference to Figures 15 and 16.
[0152] The bridge 500 may present a fastening region
501 at which scaffolding components can become se-
cured to the bridge and thereby become secured to the

rosette 6 and its associated standard 1. The fastening
region 501 may be of a similar or like shape to the slot 8
of the rosette so that scaffolding components such that
ledgers 2, that can engage with a slot 8 of a rosette, can
also locate with the fastening region 501 of the bridge.
Therefore the fastening region 501 may for example be
a slot that is of a similar or identical plan shape or identical
plan shape to the slot 8 of the rosette.
[0153] The fastening region is presented by the bridge
500 in a location that is not catered for by any aperture
8 of the rosette when the bridge is engaged at the rosette.
Such a location may be in a position which presents the
slot 501 radially different and/or positionally different to
the slot 8 of the rosette and/or diametrically different. The
fastening region presented by the bridge 500 is therefore
in a location (whether it’s the position and/or rotation or
orientation that is different to the apertures 8 of the ro-
sette).
[0154] In the example shown of the bridge of Figure
13 and 14 the aperture 501 is positioned on a radial line
extending from the standard that is intermediate of the
radial lines at which two adjacent slots 8 of the rosette
are provided. The slot 501 hence has a longitudinal di-
rection that is substantially 45 degrees to both the adja-
cent slots with which the bridge is engaged.
[0155] The bridge 500 may engage with two adjacent
slots of the rosette or may engage with non adjacent slots.
In the preferred form the bridge engages with at least two
slots of the rosette but in an alternative form may engage
more than two slots.
[0156] The aperture 501 of the bridge allows for scaf-
fold components to extend from a standard in a direction
which is not catered for by the slots of the rosette 8. The
bridge may also allow for  the position of engagement of
scaffolding components thereto to be different from lo-
cations at where scaffolding components can be en-
gaged to the standard via the rosette slots 8.
[0157] The bridge 500 preferably comprises a body
portion 520 that includes a bridging section 521 from
which there project at least two prongs 522 and 523. The
prongs 522 and 523 preferably project in a direction par-
allel to each other. The prongs are able to drop into slots
8 of a rosette. The prongs 522 and 523 may have a slight
tapered shape to them so that they can become wedged
in a slot. Alternatively the bridge 500 may include a bridg-
ing member 521 and alternative connection regions to
allow for the bridge 500 to become secured at apertures
of a rosette. The pronged version of the bridge 500 is
convenient for use with a scaffolding system that utilises
a rosette of a kind as shown in Figure 2. The prongs 522
and 523 may include arcuate surfaces 525 that are of a
radius that is complimentary to the diameter of the pipe
of the standard. The rosette with which the present in-
vention is capable of being used with, provides its slots
8 in a manner so that the pipe of the standard 1 defines
at least part of the boundary of the slot. The arcuate sur-
faces 525 of the prongs are hence, when located in a
respective slot of a rosette, able to locate directly against
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the pipe of the standard 1. In alternative forms the sur-
faces 525 may not be arcuate but still present a pipe
contact surface. This allows for force transfer to occur
when a load is placed on the bridging portion 521 of the
bridge 500 to the pipe of the standard 1. This will hence
offer certain rigidity and provide a secure registration of
the bridge 500 with a standard 1.
[0158] To provide further secure location against a
standard a bridge 600 is shown for example in Figures
17-19 may be utilised. The bridge 600 comprises the
same or similar features of the bridge 500 shown in Fig-
ures 13 and 14 with the addition of an extension member
602. The extension member 602 projects in a direction
opposite to the prongs and includes a standard engaging
surface 603. This standard engaging surface 603 may
also be arcuate and of a radius complimentary to the
diameter of the pipe of the standard. This allows for lateral
support to be gained by the bridge 600 at a distance away
from where the prongs may receive lateral support from
the rosette and pipe of the standard 1 to thereby offer
greater secured location of the bridge 600 at a rosette of
a standard.
[0159] The extension member 602 may also present
a registration surface or surfaces for engagement by a
scaffolding component such as scaffolding component
700 shown in Figure 20. The scaffolding component 700
may for example be a ledger having a head 710 that
includes a feature that can register with the registration
region 720 of the extension 602 of the bridge 600. This
feature of the ledger (or other component), being a dis-
tance away from where the scaffolding member 700 en-
gages with its tongue into the slot 501 of the bridge, can
allow for a transfer of force to be applied by the scaffolding
member 700 to the bridge 600, in an effective manner,
to the pipe of the standard 1. For example a lifting of the
scaffolding member 700 will allow for a force  to be applied
via the registration region 720 and via the extension
member 602, to the pipe of the standard 1.
[0160] Where a bridge is to be provided to present its
slot 501 in a direction that may not be at 45 degrees to
slots of the rosette, an asymmetric bridge may be pro-
vided as for example shown in Figures 27-32. Alterna-
tively the slot 501 may be provided in a different orienta-
tion in the bridging portion 521 of the bridge. However it
is desirable to present the slot so that it extends radially
relative to the pipe of the standard 1.
[0161] The bridge may also offer a location for the sup-
port arm 300 to extend obliquely to the general rectilinear
plan shaped scaffold structure that may be erected ad-
jacent a building and/or in a lift shaft as shown in figure
37. With the provision of a bridge 500 the support arm
can project from the scaffold structure in order to it to
provide the desired support at that portion of the scaffold
structure where otherwise two support arms may have
been desirable as shown in figure 7.

Claims

1. For use with a scaffolding standard that comprises
an elongate pipe to which there is secured at least
one rosette of a kind that presents a plurality of ap-
ertures about the pipe at which a connection to said
standard can be established by other scaffolding
components, a bridge capable of connection to said
rosette at at least two said apertures, said bridge
allowing a scaffolding component to be secured
thereto to be positioned and supported by said bridge
at a location not catered for by any aperture of said
rosette.

2. A bridge as claimed in claim 1 that is adapted and
configured to allow a scaffolding component to be
secured there to at a location not catered for by any
aperture of said rosette by presenting a fastening
region at a location different to any said aperture of
said rosette.

3. A bridge as claimed in claim 2 wherein the fastening
region is located intermediate of two adjacent aper-
tures of said rosette with which said bridge can lo-
cate.

4. A bridge as claimed in claim 2 or 3 wherein the fas-
tening region is located radially intermediate of two
adjacent apertures of said rosette with which said
bridge can locate.

5. A bridge as claimed in anyone of claims 2 to 4 where-
in said fastening region is of a shape to be comple-
mentary with part or parts of said scaffolding com-
ponent(s) that connect to said apertures of said ro-
sette.

6. A bridge as claimed in any one of claims 2 to 5 where-
in said fastening region is an aperture of the same
aperture plan shape as the aperture of said rosette.

7. A bridge as claimed in any one of claims 2 to 6 where-
in fastening region is a slot shaped aperture, the slot
having an elongate direction that lies in a notional
plane that is also parallel to the elongate direction of
a standard, the notional plane not passing through
the apertures of the rosette with which the bridge is
engaged when in use.

8. A bridge as claimed in any claims 7 wherein the elon-
gate direction is radial to said pipe.

9. A bridge as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 8 where-
in said bridge comprising a bridging portion from
which there is disposed two prongs that are spaced
apart in a manner to be presented to allow their reg-
istration at two apertures of said rosette.
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10. A bridge as claimed in claim 9 wherein the prongs
project in a direction that is parallel to each other and
in the same direction as each other.

11. A bridge as claimed in claim 9 or 10 wherein the
bridge portion and the prongs are shaped and con-
figured so as to allow the bridge portion to rest on
said rosette when said prongs are fully engaged with
a respective aperture.

12. A bridge as claimed in any one of claims 9 to 11
wherein the prongs are shaped and configured so
at engage with the pipe of a standard when fully en-
gaged into a respective aperture of the rosette of the
standard.

13. A bridge as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 12
wherein the bridge is at least partially staple shaped.

14. A bridge as claimed in any one of claims 9 to 12
wherein the bridge portion defines a landing on which
said scaffolding component can rest when engaged
at the aperture of said bridge.

15. A bridge as claimed in any one of claims 9 to 12
wherein said bridge also comprises pipe abutment
upwardly located from said bridge portion, to abut
the pipe of the standard at a location above said
bridge portion when in use.

16. A modular scaffolding system that comprises:

a. a scaffolding standard comprising an elon-
gate pipe to which there is secured at least one
rosette of a kind that presents a plurality of ap-
ertures about the pipe at which a connection to
said standard can be established by other scaf-
folding components, and
b. a ledger that includes at each of its distal ends
a head that is of a shape and configuration to
allow it to be secured (whether on its own or with
another element) at said rosette at a said aper-
ture thereof, and
c. a bridge capable of connection to said rosette
at at least two said apertures, said bridge allow-
ing a said ledger or other scaffolding component
to be secured thereto at a location not catered
for by any aperture of said rosette..

17. A system as claimed in claim 16 wherein said bridge
is adapted and configured to allow said ledger to be
secured thereto to be supported by said pipe at a
location not catered for by any aperture of said ro-
sette by presenting a fastening region of said bridge
at a location different to any said aperture of said
rosette.

18. A system as claimed in claim 17 wherein the fasten-

ing region is located to locate intermediate of two
adjacent apertures of said rosette.

19. A system as claimed in claim 17 or 18 wherein the
fastening region is located to locate radially interme-
diate of two adjacent apertures of said rosette.

20. A system as claimed in any one of claims 17 to 19
wherein the fastening region is a slot shaped aper-
ture, the slot having an elongate direction that lies in
a notional plane that is also parallel to the elongate
direction of a standard, the notional plane not pass-
ing through the apertures of the rosette with which
the bridge is engaged when in use.

21. A system as claimed in any one of claims 16 to 20
wherein said bridge comprising a bridging portion
from which there is disposed two prongs that are
spaced apart in a manner to be presented to allow
their registration at two apertures of said rosette.

22. A system as claimed in any one of claim 16 to 21
wherein the bridge is at least partially staple shaped.

23. A system as claimed in claim 21 or 22 wherein said
bridge also comprises pipe abutment upwardly lo-
cated from said bridge portion, to abut the pipe of
the standard at a location above said bridge portion
when in use.

24. A method of erecting a scaffold structure adjacent a
building comprising :

erecting at least in part a modular scaffolding
structure that comprises a plurality of standards
and a plurality of ledgers that can be connected
together to form a scaffold structure adjacent
building,
connecting at least one extendible lateral sup-
port arm to said building and to said scaffold
structure via a said bridge as claimed in claim
1, said support arm able to be adjusted if nec-
essary in length, to span between said building
and said scaffold structure.

25. Scaffolding erected using the system as claimed in
claim 16.
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