
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

77
8 

39
1

A
2

TEPZZ 778¥9_A T
(11) EP 2 778 391 A2

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
17.09.2014 Bulletin 2014/38

(21) Application number: 14157904.5

(22) Date of filing: 05.03.2014

(51) Int Cl.:
F03D 1/06 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME

(30) Priority: 14.03.2013 US 201313803176

(71) Applicant: General Electric Company
Schenectady, New York 12345 (US)

(72) Inventors:  
• Busbey, Bruce Clark

Greenville, SC South Carolina 29615 (US)

• Payant, James Alphonse
Sedro Woolley, WA Washington 98284 (US)

• Anderson, Robert Roy
Sedro Woolley, WA Washington 98284 (US)

(74) Representative: Bedford, Grant Richard
GPO Europe 
GE International Inc. 
The Ark 
201 Talgarth Road 
Hammersmith
London W6 8BJ (GB)

(54) System and method for installing a blade insert between separate portions of a wind turbine 
rotor blade

(57) A system 100 for installing a blade insert 46 be-
tween a root portion 40 and a tip portion 42 of a rotor
blade 20 of a wind turbine is disclosed. The system 100
may include a root cradle assembly 102 configured to
support the root portion 40 of the rotor blade 20 and a tip
cradle assembly 126 configured to support the tip portion
42 of the rotor blade 20. At least one of the tip cradle
assembly 126 or the root cradle assembly 102 may be
movable relative to the other of the tip cradle assembly
126 or the root cradle assembly 102 to allow the tip portion

42 to be spaced apart from the root portion 40 after the
rotor blade 20 has been divided between the root and tip
portions. In addition, the system 100 may include an in-
sert cradle assembly 154 configured to support a blade
insert 46 for the rotor blade 20. The insert cradle assem-
bly 154 may be configured to be positioned between the
root cradle assembly 102 and the tip cradle assembly
126 so as to position the blade insert 46 between the root
portion 40 and the tip portion 42.
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Description

[0001] The present subject matter relates generally to
wind turbines and, more particularly, to a system and
method for installing a blade insert between root and tip
portions of a wind turbine rotor blade.
[0002] Wind power is considered one of the cleanest,
most environmentally friendly energy sources presently
available, and wind turbines have gained increased at-
tention in this regard. Generally, a wind turbine includes
a tower, a nacelle mounted on the tower, and a rotor
coupled to the nacelle. The rotor typically includes a ro-
tatable hub and a plurality of rotor blades coupled to and
extending outwardly from the hub. Each rotor blade may
be spaced about the hub so as to facilitate rotating the
rotor to enable kinetic energy to be transferred from the
wind into usable mechanical energy, and subsequently,
electrical energy.
[0003] The particular size of the rotor blades is a sig-
nificant factor contributing to the overall efficiency of a
wind turbine. Specifically, increases in the length or span
of a rotor blade may generally lead to an overall increase
in the energy production of a wind turbine. Accordingly,
efforts to increase the size of rotor blades aid in the con-
tinuing growth of wind turbine technology and the adop-
tion of wind energy as an alternative energy source.
[0004] Previous efforts have been made to extend the
length of installed rotor blades in a retrofit procedure,
including replacing the original tip of the rotor blade with
a tip extension. This method is problematic, however,
because the blade root of the rotor blade is typically not
strong enough to support a tip extension having suitable
dimensions for making the process financially viable. For
example, in many cases, the tip extension would need
to add an additional annual energy production (AEP) of
approximately 20% to make the replacement financially
viable. This generally corresponds to an increase in blade
length of approximately seven meters. Yet an original
blade root can typically only support an increase in tip
length of approximately two meters (2m). Further, such
replacement efforts to extend blade length typically in-
volve the use of costly cranes.
[0005] Accordingly, a system and method for installing
a blade insert between a root portion and a tip portion of
a wind turbine rotor blade would be welcomed in the tech-
nology.
[0006] Various aspects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be set forth in part in the following description,
or may be clear from the description, or may be learned
through practice of the invention.
[0007] In one aspect, the present subject matter is di-
rected to a system for installing a blade insert between
a root portion and a tip portion of a rotor blade of a wind
turbine. The system may include a root cradle assembly
configured to support the root portion of the rotor blade
and a tip cradle assembly configured to support the tip
portion of the rotor blade. At least one of the tip cradle
assembly or the root cradle assembly may be movable

relative to the other of the tip cradle assembly or the root
cradle assembly to allow the tip portion to be spaced
apart from the root portion after the rotor blade has been
divided between the root and tip portions. In addition, the
system may include an insert cradle assembly configured
to support a blade insert for the rotor blade. The insert
cradle assembly may be configured to be positioned be-
tween the root cradle assembly and the tip cradle assem-
bly so as to position the blade insert between the root
portion and the tip portion.
[0008] In another aspect, the present subject matter is
directed to a method for installing a blade insert between
a root portion and a tip portion of a rotor blade of a wind
turbine. The method may include supporting the root por-
tion of the rotor blade with a root cradle assembly, sup-
porting the tip portion of the rotor blade with a tip cradle
assembly, dividing the rotor blade between the root por-
tion and the tip portion, moving at least one of the tip
cradle assembly or the root cradle assembly so as to
space the tip portion apart from the root portion, position-
ing an insert cradle assembly between the root cradle
assembly and the tip cradle assembly, wherein the insert
cradle assembly supports a blade insert for the rotor
blade, and securing the blade insert between the root
portion and the tip portion.
[0009] These and other features, aspects and advan-
tages of the present invention will become better under-
stood with reference to the following description and ap-
pended claims. The accompanying drawings, which are
incorporated in and constitute a part of this specification,
illustrate embodiments of the invention and, together with
the description, serve to explain the principles of the in-
vention. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of one embod-
iment of a rotor blade;

FIG. 2 illustrates a perspective view of the rotor blade
shown in FIG. 1 after the blade has been cut or oth-
erwise divided in two, particularly illustrating a blade
insert to be installed between root and tip portions
of the rotor blade;

FIG. 3 illustrates a perspective view of various com-
ponents that may be included within one embodi-
ment of a system for installing a blade insert between
separate portions of a rotor blade in accordance with
aspects of the present subject matter;

FIG. 4 illustrates a top view of the system compo-
nents shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 illustrates a perspective view of other compo-
nents that may be included within the disclosed sys-
tem in accordance with aspects of the present sub-
ject matter;

FIG. 6 illustrates a perspective view of a rotor blade
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supported by root cradles of the disclosed system in
accordance with aspects of the present subject mat-
ter;

FIG. 7 illustrates a perspective view of the rotor blade
shown in FIG. 6 after the rotor blade has been rotated
and tip cradles have been positioned underneath the
tip portion of the rotor blade;

FIG. 8 illustrates a perspective view of the rotor blade
shown in FIG. 7 after the rotor blade has been cut
or otherwise divided in two and the root and tip por-
tions of the blade have been separated from one
another;

FIG. 9 illustrates a perspective view of the rotor blade
shown in FIG. 8 after components of an insert cradle
assembly have been positioned between the root
and tip cradles;

FIG. 10 illustrates a perspective view of the rotor
blade shown in FIG. 9 after a first portion of the blade
insert has been aligned with the root and tip portions
of the blade.

FIG. 11 illustrates a perspective view of the rotor
blade shown in FIG. 10 after a second portion of the
blade insert has been positioned over the first portion
of the blade insert;

FIG. 12 illustrates a perspective view of the rotor
blade shown in FIG. 11 after the second portion of
the blade insert has been lowered onto the first por-
tion of the blade insert; and

FIG. 13 illustrates a perspective view of the rotor
blade shown in FIG. 12 after the blade insert has
been fully installed between the root and tip portions
of the rotor blade.

[0010] Reference now will be made in detail to embod-
iments of the invention, one or more examples of which
are illustrated in the drawings. Each example is provided
by way of explanation of the invention, not limitation of
the invention. In fact, it will be apparent to those skilled
in the art that various modifications and variations can
be made in the present invention without departing from
the scope or spirit of the invention. For instance, features
illustrated or described as part of one embodiment can
be used with another embodiment to yield a still further
embodiment. Thus, it is intended that the present inven-
tion covers such modifications and variations as come
within the scope of the appended claims and their equiv-
alents.
[0011] In general, the present subject matter is directed
to a system and method for installing a blade insert be-
tween separate portions of a wind turbine rotor blade.
Specifically, in several embodiments, various cradle as-

semblies are disclosed that allow a rotor blade to be sup-
ported relative to the ground while the blade is being di-
vided into two separate portions (i.e., a root portion and
a tip portion) and a blade insert is being installed between
the separate portions. Such cradle assemblies eliminate
the need for a crane to be available to support the rotor
blade while it is being divided and the blade insert is being
installed, thereby reducing installation costs and de-
creasing the complexity of the process. Additionally, by
using the disclosed system and method to install a blade
insert between separate portions of a rotor blade, the
effective length or span of the resulting rotor blade may
be increased significantly without comprising the struc-
tural integrity of the blade, thereby providing a significant
improvement over rotor blades having tip extensions in-
stalled thereon.
[0012] Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 illustrates
a perspective view of one embodiment of a rotor blade
20 suitable for use on a wind turbine (not shown). As
shown, the rotor blade 20 generally includes a blade root
22 configured for mounting the rotor blade 20 to the hub
(not shown) of the wind turbine and a blade tip 24 dis-
posed opposite the blade root 20. A body 26 of the rotor
blade 20 may generally be configured to extend between
the blade root 22 and the blade tip 24 and may serve as
the outer casing/skin of the blade 20. In several embod-
iments, the body 26 may define a substantially aerody-
namic profile, such as by defining a symmetrical or cam-
bered airfoil-shaped cross-section. As such, the body 26
may include a pressure side 28 and a suction side 30
extending between a leading edge 32 and a trailing edge
34. Further, the rotor blade 20 may have a span 36 de-
fining the total length between the blade root 22 and the
blade tip 24 and a chord 38 defining the total length be-
tween the leading edge 32 and the trialing edge 34. As
is generally understood, the chord 38 may vary in length
with respect to the span 36 as the rotor blade 20 extends
from the blade root 22 to the blade tip 24.
[0013] In several embodiments, the body 26 of the rotor
blade 20 may be formed as a single, unitary component.
Alternatively, the body 26 may be formed from a plurality
of shell components. For example, the body 26 may be
manufactured from a first shell half generally defining the
pressure side 28 of the rotor blade 20 and a second shell
half generally defining the suction side 30 of the rotor
blade 20, with the shell halves being secured to one an-
other at the leading and trailing edges 32, 34 of the blade
20. Additionally, the body 26 may generally be formed
from any suitable material. For instance, in one embod-
iment, the body 26 may be formed entirely from a lami-
nate composite material, such as a carbon fiber rein-
forced laminate composite or a glass fiber reinforced lam-
inate composite. Alternatively, one or more portions of
the body 26 may be configured as a layered construction
and may include a core material, formed from a light-
weight material such as wood (e.g., balsa), foam (e.g.,
extruded polystyrene foam) or a combination of such ma-
terials, disposed between layers of laminate composite
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material.
[0014] It should be appreciated that the rotor blade 20
may also include one or more longitudinally extending
structural components configured to provide increased
stiffness, buckling resistance and/or strength to the rotor
blade 20. For example, in several embodiments, the rotor
blade 20 may include one or more shear webs (not
shown) extending between corresponding spar caps (not
shown). However, in other embodiments, the rotor blade
20 of the present disclosure may have any other suitable
internal configuration.
[0015] Additionally, in several embodiments, the body
26 of the rotor blade 20 may include both a root portion
40 and a tip portion 42. The root portion 40 may extend
from the blade root 22 to a reference cut line 44 defined
between the blade root 22 and the blade tip 24. The tip
portion 42 may extend from the reference cut line 44 to
the blade tip 24. In general, the reference cut line 44 may
correspond to a reference line along which the rotor blade
20 is cut or otherwise divided in two in order to accom-
modate a blade insert 46 (FIG. 2) for the lengthening the
rotor blade 20. Thus, as used herein, the term "root por-
tion" may refer to the portion of the rotor blade 20 ex-
tending from the blade root 22 to the reference cut line
44 (i.e., prior to dividing the rotor blade 20 in two) and/or
the portion of the rotor blade 20 extending from the blade
root 22 to a joint end 48 (FIG. 2) defined at the cut line
44 (i.e., the end of the root portion 40 after dividing the
blade 20 in two). Similarly, the term "tip portion" may refer
to the portion of the rotor blade 20 extending from the
blade tip 24 to the reference cut line 44 (i.e., prior to di-
viding the rotor blade 20 in two) and/or the portion of the
rotor blade 20 extending from the blade tip 22 to a joint
end 50 defined at the cut line 44 (i.e., the end of the tip
portion 42 after dividing the blade 20 in two).
[0016] It should be appreciated that the cut line 44 may
generally be located at any suitable position along the
span 36 of the rotor blade 20. For example, in one em-
bodiment, the distance of the cut line 44 from the blade
root 22 may range from about 40% to about 95% of the
span 36, such as from about 40% to about 80% of the
span 36 or from about 50% to about 65% of the span 36.
However, it is foreseeable that, in other embodiments,
the distance of the cut line 44 from the blade root 22 may
be less than 40% of the span 36 or greater than 95% of
the span 36.
[0017] Referring now to FIG. 2, the rotor blade 20 is
illustrated after being cut or otherwise divided in two. Spe-
cifically, as shown, after the dividing the rotor blade 20
at the cut line 44 (FIG. 1), the root portion 40 (i.e., ex-
tending from the blade root 22 to the joint end 48) may
be separated from the tip portion 42 (i.e., extending from
the blade tip 24 to the joint end 50). Thereafter, a blade
insert 46 may be installed between the root and tip por-
tions 40, 42 to increase the effective length or span of
the rotor blade 20, with a first end 52 of the blade insert
46 being secured to the joint end 48 of the root portion
40 and a second end 54 of the blade insert 46 being

secured to the joint end 50 of the tip portion 42.
[0018] It should be appreciated that, in general, the
blade insert 46 may have any suitable configuration
known in the art. In several embodiments, the blade insert
46 may be configured the same as or similar to the body
26 of the rotor blade 20. For example, the blade insert
46 may be configured to define an aerodynamic profile
generally corresponding to the aerodynamic profile of the
rotor blade 20. In addition, the blade insert 46 may include
one or more internal structural components (e.g., one or
more shear webs and corresponding spar caps).
[0019] It should be also be appreciated that, as used
herein, the terms "root portion" and "tip portion" need not
be limited to a single, continuous section of the rotor blade
22. For example, the root portion 40 may be formed from
a single, unitary blade segment extending between the
blade root 22 and the joint end 48 (or cut line 44) or the
root portion 40 may be formed from two or more blade
segments that, when coupled together, extend between
blade root 22 and the joint end 48 (or cut line 44). Simi-
larly, the tip portion 42 may be formed from a single,
unitary blade segment extending between the blade tip
22 and the joint end 50 (or cut line 44) or the tip portion
42 may be formed from two or more blade segments that,
when coupled together, extend between the blade tip 22
and the joint end 50 (or cut line 44). Referring now to
FIGS. 3-5, one embodiment of a system 100 for installing
a blade insert 46 between separate portions 40, 42 of a
rotor blade is illustrated in accordance with aspects
present subject matter. Specifically, FIG. 3 illustrates a
perspective view of various components of the system
100 and FIG. 4 illustrates a top view of the system com-
ponents shown in FIG. 3. Additionally, FIG. 5 illustrates
a perspective view of other components that may be in-
cluded within the system 100.
[0020] As shown, the disclosed system 100 may gen-
erally include various cradle assemblies for supporting
the root and tip portions 40, 42 of the rotor blade 20 while
the blade insert 46 is being installed. For example, the
system 100 may include a root cradle assembly 102 for
supporting the root portion 40 of the rotor blade 20. As
shown in FIG. 3, in one embodiment, the root cradle as-
sembly 102 may include a first root cradle 104 and a
second root cradle 106. The first root cradle 102 may
generally be configured to support a section of the root
portion 40 disposed at and/or adjacent to the blade root
22 (e.g., as shown in FIGS. 6 and 7). Similarly, the second
root cradle 104 may generally be configured to support
a second, more outboard section of the root portion 40
(e.g., as shown in FIGS. 6 and 7). However, in alternative
embodiments, the root cradle assembly 102 may simply
include a single root cradle configured to support the root
portion 40 of the rotor blade 20 or the root cradle assem-
bly 102 may include three or more root cradles configured
to support various difference sections of the root portion
40.
[0021] As shown in FIG. 3, each root cradle 104, 106
may generally include a stationary base frame 108 and
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a root nest 110, 112 supported by the base frame 108.
Each base frame 108 may generally serve as the primary
structural component for supporting both the root nest
110, 112 and the root portion 40 relative to the ground.
Thus, each base frame 108 may generally include a plu-
rality of structural members coupled to one another to
form a suitable support structure. Additionally, as shown
in FIG. 3, each base frame 108 may also include a plu-
rality of leveling members 116 (e.g., screw jacks, leveling
pads, etc.) extending from the bottom thereof to permit
the root cradles 104, 106 to be leveled relative to the
ground. For example, as is generally understood, a
height of the leveling members 116 may be manually
and/or automatically adjustable to permit the root cradles
104, 106 to be leveled.
[0022] The root nest 110, 112 of each root cradle 104,
106 may generally be configured to receive and/or sup-
port a section of the root portion 40 of the rotor blade 20.
For example, as indicated above, the first root cradle 104
may generally be configured to support the root portion
40 at and/or adjacent to the blade root 22 (e.g., as shown
in FIGS. 6 and 7). Thus, as shown in FIG. 3, the root nest
110 for the first root cradle 104 may define a semi-circular
shape such that the circular section of the root portion
40 defined at and/or adjacent to the blade root 22 may
be received within and/or supported by the root nest 110.
Similarly, as indicated above, the second root cradle 106
may be configured to support the root portion 40 at a
more outboard location relative to the blade root 22 (e.g.,
at a location at which the shape of the root portion 40
has transitioned from the circular blade root 22 to a more
aerodynamic shape). Thus, as shown in FIG. 3, the root
nest 112 for the second root cradle 106 may define a
rounded-off cavity 118 and may also include an extension
arm 120 extending opposite the cavity 118. As such,
when the root portion 40 is positioned onto and/or within
the root nest 112, the leading edge of the root portion 40
may be received within the cavity 118 and the trailing
edge of the root portion 40 may be supported by the ex-
tension arm 120 (e.g., as shown in FIG. 7).
[0023] Additionally, in several embodiments, each root
nest 110, 112 may be configured to be rotated relative
to its corresponding base frame 108. For example, in one
embodiment, one or more rollers or other suitable rota-
tional devices may be coupled between each root nest
110, 112 and base frame 108 to allow for relative rota-
tional movement. As will be described below, such rela-
tive rotational movement may allow for the rotor blade
20 to be initially supported on the root cradles 104, 106
in a first portion (e.g., a generally vertical position) and
subsequently rotated to a second position (e.g., a gen-
erally horizontal position).
[0024] It should be appreciated that the root nests 110,
112 may be configured to be manually or automatically
rotated relative to their corresponding base frames 108.
For example, in one embodiment, a suitable actuator(s)
(e.g., a hydraulic or pneumatic cylinder) may be used to
automatically rotate the root nests 110, 112 relative to

the base frames 108. In such an embodiment, the actu-
ator(s) may be installed on both root cradles 104, 106 or
the actuator(s) 124 may only be installed one of the root
cradles 104, 106 (with the other root cradle being rotated
as a result of the rotation of the actuated root cradle).
[0025] Referring particularly to FIG. 3, the system 100
may also include a tip cradle assembly 126 for supporting
the tip portion 42 of the rotor blade 20. As shown, in one
embodiment, the tip cradle assembly 126 may include a
first tip cradle 128 and a second tip cradle 130. The first
tip cradle 128 may generally be configured to support a
first, more inboard section of the tip portion 42 (e.g., at a
location adjacent to the cut line 44) and the second tip
cradle 130 may generally be configured to support a sec-
ond, more outboard section of the tip portion 42 (e.g., as
shown in FIG. 7). However, in alternative embodiments,
the tip cradle assembly 126 may simply include a single
tip cradle configured to support the tip portion 42 of the
rotor blade 20 or the tip cradle assembly 126 may include
three or more tip cradles configured to support the tip
portion 42.
[0026] As shown in FIG. 3, each tip cradle 128, 130
may generally include a base frame 132 and a tip nest
134 supported by the base frame 132. Each base frame
132 may generally serve as the primary structural com-
ponent for supporting both the tip nest 134 and the tip
portion 42 of the rotor blade 20 relative to the ground.
Thus, each base frame 132 may generally include a plu-
rality of structural members coupled to one another to
form a suitable support structure. Additionally, similar to
the base frame 108 for each root cradle 104, 106, each
base frame 132 may also include a plurality of leveling
members (not shown) (e.g., screw jacks, leveling pads,
etc.) extending from the bottom thereof to permit the tip
cradles 128, 130 to be leveled relative to the ground
(and/or relative to the rail assembly 140 described be-
low). For example, as is generally understood, a height
of the leveling members may be manually and/or auto-
matically adjustable to permit the tip cradles 128, 130 to
be leveled.
[0027] The tip nest 134 of each tip cradle 128, 130 may
generally be configured to support a section of the tip
portion 42 of the rotor blade 20. For example, as shown
in FIG. 3, each tip nest 134 may define a semi-airfoil-
shaped profile generally matching the aerodynamic pro-
file of the rotor blade 20. As such, the tip portion 42 may
be seated or nested flush within the tip nests 134 while
it is being supported by the tip cradles 128, 130 (e.g., as
shown in FIG. 7).
[0028] Additionally, in several embodiments, each tip
cradle 128, 130 may be coupled to, supported by and/or
otherwise associated with any suitable translation or
movement device configured for moving the tip cradles
128, 128 relative to the root cradles 104, 106. For exam-
ple, as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, the movement device
may be a rail assembly 140 on which the tip cradles 128,
130 are movably supported. In such an embodiment, the
base frame 132 of each tip cradle 128, 130 may be po-
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sitioned on the rail assembly 140 in a manner that permits
the tip cradles 128, 130 to be moved laterally (i.e., in the
direction of arrow 142 (FIG. 4)) along the assembly 140
both towards and away from the root cradles 104, 106.
As will be described below, such relative movement be-
tween the root and tip cradles 104, 106, 128, 130 may
allow for the blade insert 46 to be positioned between
the root and tip portions 40, 42 of the rotor blade 20.
[0029] As shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, the rail assembly
140 may include a plurality of laterally extending rails
(e.g., a first rail 144 and a second rail 146) and a plurality
of cross members 148 extending between the rails 144,
146. The rails 144, 146 may generally correspond to any
suitable elongated members along which the tip cradles
128, 130 may be moved (e.g., "I-beam" rails). As such,
suitable rollers, casters and/or the like (not shown) may
be coupled to the bottom of the base frame 132 of each
tip cradle 128, 130 to allow the tip cradles 128, 130 to be
moved along the rails 144, 146.
[0030] Additionally, as shown in the illustrated embod-
iment, the rails 144, 146 may be positioned on support
pads 150 configured to support the rails 144, 146 relative
to the ground. For example, as shown in FIG. 3, the rails
144, 146 are supported on the support pads 140 via suit-
able leveling members 152 (e.g., screw jacks, leveling
pads, etc.) extending between the components. Thus,
the height of the leveling members 152 may be manually
and/or automatically adjusted to permit the rails 144, 146
to be leveled. Moreover, as will be described below, at
least a portion of each rail 144, 146 may be pivotally
coupled to the remainder of the rail assembly 140. As
such, the rails 144, 146 may be pivoted upwards relative
to the ground, thereby allowing both the tip cradles 128,
130 and the tip portion 42 of the rotor blade 20 to be
moved to an angled orientation relative to both the root
cradles 104, 106 and the root portion 40 of the rotor blade
20.
[0031] Moreover, in several embodiments, at least a
portion of the root cradle assembly 102 may be disposed
adjacent to, supported by and/or otherwise associated
with a portion of the rail assembly 140. For example, as
shown in FIG. 4, in one embodiment, the second root
cradle 106 may be disposed adjacent to and/or coupled
to a root end 141 of the rail assembly 140.
[0032] It should be appreciated that, as an alternative
to the rail assembly 140, the disclosed system 100 may
include any other suitable translation or movement de-
vice for moving the tip cradles 128, 130 relative to the
root cradles 104, 106. For example, in one embodiment,
the movement device may simply be suitable rollers,
casters and/or the like coupled to the bottom of each
base frame 132 to allow the tip cradles 128, 130 to be
rolled or otherwise moved across the ground or any other
support surface relative to the root cradles 104, 106.
[0033] It should also be appreciated that, although the
root cradles 104, 106 are described herein as being sta-
tionary, the root cradles 104, 106 may also be configured
to be movable. For example, in one embodiment, the root

cradles 104, 106 may be positioned on a suitable rail
assembly to allow the root cradles 104, 106 to be moved
relative to the tip cradles 128, 130.
[0034] Referring particularly now to FIG. 5, the dis-
closed system 100 may also include an insert cradle as-
sembly 154 configured to support the blade insert 46 to
be installed between the root and tip portions 40, 42 of
the rotor blade 20. As shown, the insert cradle assembly
154 may include a base frame 156 and one or more insert
nests 158, 160 configured to be supported by the base
frame 156. The base frame 156 may generally serve as
the primary structural component for supporting the insert
nest(s) 158, 160 above the ground. Thus, the base frame
156 may generally include a plurality of structural mem-
bers coupled to one another to form a suitable support
structure.
[0035] The number of insert nests 158, 160 included
within the insert cradle assembly 154 may generally de-
pend on the configuration of the blade insert 46. For ex-
ample, in several embodiments, the blade insert 46 may
be a two piece construction, including both a first shell
half 60 (e.g., a suction side shell) and a second shell half
62 (e.g., a pressure side shell). In such embodiments,
the insert cradle assembly 154 may generally include a
first or lower insert nest 158 configured to receive and/or
support the first shell half 60 and a second or upper insert
nest 160 configured to receive and/or support the second
shell half 62. For example, as shown in FIG. 5, both the
lower and upper insert nests 158, 160 may define semi-
airfoil shaped profiles configured to match the aerody-
namic profiles of each respective shell 60, 62. Alterna-
tively, in embodiments in which the shell halves 60, 62
of the blade insert 46 have been pre-assembled or in
embodiments in which the blade insert 46 is constructed
as a single, unitary shell, the insert cradle assembly 154
may simply include the lower insert nest 158, with the
entire blade insert 46 being supported by such insert nest
158.
[0036] Additionally, the insert cradle assembly 154
may also include various actuators for adjusting the po-
sition of the insert nest(s) 156, 158. Specifically, as shown
in FIG. 5, the insert cradle assembly 154 may include a
plurality of actuators 164 coupled between the base
frame 156 and the lower insert nest 158 for adjusting the
position of the lower insert nest 158 (and the upper insert
nest 160 when it is supported on lower insert nest 156)
relative to the ground (and/or relative to the root and/or
tip cradles 104, 106, 128, 130). For example, in one em-
bodiment, the insert cradle assembly 154 may include
one or more actuators 164 positioned at the center of the
lower insert nest 158 to generally adjust the vertical po-
sition of the insert nest(s) 158, 160 and one or more ac-
tuators 164 at each corner of the lower insert nest 158
to allow for more precise adjustments of the orientation
of the insert nest(s) 158, 160.
[0037] Moreover, as shown in FIG. 5, the insert cradle
assembly 154 may also include a plurality of actuators
166 for adjusting the position of the upper insert nest 160
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relative to the lower insert nest 158. Specifically, as will
be described below, the upper insert nest 158 may be
initially supported above the lower insert nest 160. There-
after, when installing the blade insert 46 between the root
and tip portions 40, 42 of the rotor blade 20, the upper
insert nest 160 may be lowered (via the actuators 166)
onto the lower insert nest 158 to allow the shell halves
60, 62 of the blade insert 46 to be secured together. In
addition, the insert cradle assembly 154 may also include
guide members 167 (e.g., a female guide member ex-
tending from the upper insert nest 160 and a male guide
member extending from the lower insert nest 158) ex-
tending between the upper and lower insert nests 158,
160 to ensure that the insert nests 158, 160 are properly
aligned. It should be appreciated that, in embodiments
in which the blade insert is not being installed as a two-
piece construction, the insert cradle assembly 154 need
not include the actuators 166 and/or the guide members
167.
[0038] As indicated above, the present subject matter
is also directed to a method for installing a blade insert
46 between separate portions 40, 42 of a rotor blade 20.
Various embodiments of such method will be generally
described with reference to FIGS. 6-13. However, it
should be appreciated that, although the various ele-
ments of the disclosed method will generally be de-
scribed in a particular order (specifically, with reference
to the order shown in FIGS. 6-13), the method elements
may generally be performed in any sequence and/or or-
der consistent with the disclosure provided herein.
[0039] As shown in FIG. 6, the rotor blade 20 may be
initially installed within the disclosed system 100 in a can-
tilevered manner, with the root portion 40 of the rotor
blade 20 being supported by the root cradles 104, 106.
Specifically, the circular-shaped section of the root por-
tion 40 extending adjacent to the blade root 22 may be
positioned within the root nest 110 of the first root cradle
104 and the airfoil-shaped, outboard section of the root
portion 40 may be positioned with the root nest 112 of
the second root cradle 106 (e.g., with the leading edge
being received within the cavity 118 (FIG. 3) defined by
the root nest 112). As shown in FIG, 6, in one embodi-
ment, the root nests 110, 112 may be oriented in a man-
ner such that the rotor blade 20 is initially installed in a
generally vertical position (i.e., such that the chord line
defined between the leading and trailing edges is orient-
ed generally vertically). However, in alternative embod-
iments, the root nests 110, 112 may have any other suit-
able orientation for initially installing the root portion 40
of the rotor blade 20 within the root cradles 104, 106. For
example, in another embodiment, the root nests 110, 122
may be oriented in a manner such that the rotor blade
20 is initially installed in a generally horizontal position
(i.e., such that the chord line is oriented generally hori-
zontally, as shown in FIG. 7).
[0040] It should be appreciated that the root portion 40
of the rotor blade 20 may be secured within the root nests
110, 112 using any suitable attachment means known in

the art. For example, in several embodiments, suitable
straps, cables, ropes and/or the like may be wrapped
around the root portion 40 at each root cradle 104, 106
to secure the root portion 40 within the root nests 110,
112.
[0041] Referring now to FIG. 7, in embodiments in
which the rotor blade 20 is initially installed in a generally
vertical position, the rotor blade 20 may then be rotated
to a generally horizontal position. For example, as indi-
cated above, the root cradles 104, 106 may include suit-
able rotational devices for rotating both the root nests
110, 112 and the rotor blade 20 relative to the base
frames 108. Thus, the rotor blade 20 may be rotated from
the generally vertical position (FIG. 6) to the generally
horizontal position (FIG. 7). However, the rotor blade 20
need not be initially installed in the vertical position. For
example, as indicated above, the rotor blade 20 may be
initially installed within the root nests 110, 112 in the gen-
erally horizontal position, thereby eliminating the need to
rotate the rotor blade 20.
[0042] Regardless, once the rotor blade 20 is in the
generally horizontal position, the tip cradles 128, 130 may
then be moved to suitable positions for supporting the tip
portion 42 of the rotor blade 20. For example, as shown
in FIG. 7, the tip cradles 128, 130 may be moved along
the rail assembly 140 such that the tip nest 134 of the
first tip cradle 128 is generally positioned under and sup-
ports a section of the tip portion 42 adjacent to the cut
line 44 and the tip nest 134 of the second tip cradle 130
is generally positioned under and supports a more out-
board section of the tip portion 42. The tip portion 42 may
then be secured to the tip cradles 128, 130 using any
suitable attachment means known in the art. For in-
stance, in one embodiment, suitable straps, cables,
ropes and/or the like may be wrapped around the tip por-
tion 42 at each tip cradle 128, 130 to secure the tip portion
42 within the tip nests 134.
[0043] It should be appreciated that, when initially in-
stalling the rotor blade 20 onto the root cradles 104, 106
and/or the tip cradles 128, 130, the disclosed system 100
may include any suitable alignment and/or positioning
features that allow the rotor blade to be properly aligned
and/or positioned within the root nests 110, 112 and/or
tip nests 134. For example, as shown in FIG. 7, in one
embodiment, the system 100 may include a positioning
member 170 configured to be installed onto the rotor
blade 20 at the end of the blade root 22. In such an em-
bodiment, the positioning member 170 may include a
spacer arm 172 extending outwardly in the direction of
the root nest 110. As such, when installing the root portion
40 onto the root cradles 104, 106, the rotor blade 20 may
be moved laterally until the spacer arm 172 contacts the
root nest 110, thereby indicating that the root portion 40
is properly positioned within the root nests 110, 112.
[0044] After positioning the rotor blade 20 within the
root and tip cradles 104, 106, 128, 130, the rotor blade
20 may then be cut or otherwise divided in two along the
cut line 44, thereby separating the root portion 40 from
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the tip portion 42. It should be appreciated that the rotor
blade 20 may be divided using any suitable cutting means
and/or process known in the art. For example, in one
embodiment, the rotor blade 20 may be divided using
any suitable hand-held cutting equipment (e.g., by using
any suitable manual cutting devices, such as saws,
knives, etc., and/or automatic cutting devices, such as
electric or gas-powered saws, grinders, etc.) and/or using
any suitable cutting machinery (e.g., an EDM machine,
water jet cutting machine, etc.).
[0045] Referring now to FIGS. 8 and 9, after dividing
the rotor blade 20 in two, the root and tip portions 40, 42
may be separated from one another to allow the insert
cradle assembly 154 to be positioned between the root
and tip cradles 104, 106, 128, 130. For example, as
shown in FIG. 8, the tip cradles 128, 130 may be moved
laterally (arrow 142) along the rail assembly 140 away
from the root cradles 104, 106, thereby defining a gap or
distance 174 between the root and tip portions 40, 42.
The distance 174 may generally correspond to any suit-
able length that is sufficient to allow the insert cradle as-
sembly 154 (along with the blade insert 46) to be posi-
tioned between the root and tip cradles 104, 106, 128,
130. Thus, as shown in FIG. 9, after moving the tip portion
42 away from the root portion 40, the insert cradle as-
sembly 154 may be positioned between the root and tip
cradles 104, 106, 128, 130 (e.g., by positioning the insert
cradle assembly 154 onto the rails 144, 146).
[0046] Referring now to FIG. 10, after positioning the
insert cradle assembly 154 between the root and tip cra-
dles 104, 106, 128, 130, the blade insert 46 may be
aligned with the root and tip portions 40, 42 of the rotor
blade 20. For example, in the illustrated embodiment, the
blade insert 46 is being installed as a two piece construc-
tion (including both a first shell half 60 and a second shell
half 62). Thus, in such an embodiment, the first shell half
60 may be initially aligned with the corresponding shell
halves of the root and tip portions 40, 42 (e.g., the suction
sides of the root and tip portions 40, 42). Thereafter, as
will be described below, the second shell half 62 may
then be positioned onto the first shell half 60 and aligned
with the corresponding shell halves of the root and tip
portions 40, 42 (e.g., the pressure sides of the root and
tip portions 40, 42).
[0047] To align the first shell half 60 with the root and
tip portions 40, 42, the position of the lower insert nest
158 may be adjusted relative to the root and tip cradles
104, 106, 128, 130. For example, as indicated above,
the insert cradle assembly 154 may include a plurality of
actuators 164 configured to adjust the position of the low-
er insert nest 158. Thus, by carefully adjusting the posi-
tion of the lower insert nest 158 using the actuators 164,
a first edge 64 of the first shell half 60 may be aligned
with the corresponding edge at the joint end 48 of the
root portion 40 and a second edge 66 of the first shell
half 60 may be aligned with the corresponding edge at
the joint end 50 of the tip portion 42.
[0048] It should be appreciated by those of ordinary

skill in the art that rotor blades 20 are often designed with
a given amount of pre-bend. As such, it may be necessary
to angle the tip portion 42 of the rotor blade 20 relative
to the root portion 40 to allow the first shell half 60 to be
properly aligned with the tip portion 42. In such instances,
as indicated above, a portion of each rail 144, 146 may
be configured to be pivoted upwards to allow the tip por-
tion 42 to be angled relative to the root portion 40. For
example, as shown in FIG. 10, in several embodiments,
a portion of each rail 144, 146 may be hinged at a given
hinge point 176 and suitable actuators 178 (e.g., screw
jacks, cylinders, such as hydraulic and/or pneumatic cyl-
inders, and/or the like) may be coupled to the hinged
portions of the rails 144, 146. As such, the hinged portions
of the rails 144, 146 may be pivoted upwards to adjust
the position of the tip portion 42, thereby accommodating
any pre-bend in the rotor blade 20. It should be appreci-
ated that, in such embodiments, the blade insert 46 may
be designed so as to include a given amount of pre-bend,
thereby matching the profile of the blade insert 46 to the
original profile of the rotor blade 20.
[0049] After being properly aligned with the root and
tip portions 40, 42 of the rotor blade 20, the first shell half
60 may be secured to the root and tip portions 40, 42
using any suitable means known in the art. For example,
in several embodiments, an adhesive may be applied at
each interface defined between the first shell half 60 and
the joint ends 48, 50 of the root and tip portions 40, 42.
In addition to using an adhesive at each interface or as
an alternative thereto, sections of the first shell half 60
and the joint ends 48, 50 of the root and tip portions 40,
42 may be scarfed to allow a scarf joint to be formed
between the inner and/or outer surfaces of such compo-
nents. For example, in one embodiment, aligned scarfed
sections (not shown) may be formed at the interface de-
fined between the root portion 40 and the first shell half
60 and at the interface defined between the first side shell
60 and the tip portion 42. Thereafter, a wet lay-up process
may be utilized to secure the components to one another.
For example, a plurality of plies (including a reinforce-
ment material such as glass or carbon fibers) may be
positioned across and/or within the aligned scarfed sec-
tions and a resin or other suitable matrix material may
be rolled over or otherwise applied to the surface of the
plies and allowed to cure. A suitable scarfing method that
may be utilized in accordance with aspects of the present
subject matter is described, for example, in U.S. Patent
No. 7,927,077 (Olson), the disclosure of which is hereby
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety for all pur-
poses.
[0050] Moreover, in addition to the securing the first
shell half 60 to the root and tip portions 40, 42, any internal
structural components included within the rotor blade 20
may also be connected across the first shell half 60. For
instance, in one embodiment, a shear web (not shown)
may be positioned across the first shell half 60 and may
be coupled to the shear webs terminating at the joint ends
48, 50 of the root and tip portions 40, 42.
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[0051] Referring now to FIGS. 11 and 12, after secur-
ing the first shell half 60 between the root and tip portions
40, 42, the second shell half 62 may then be installed
between the root and tip portions 40, 42. For example,
as shown in FIG. 11, the upper insert nest 160 (along
with the second shell half 62 (FIG. 5)) may initially be
supported above the lower insert nest 158 via the actu-
ators 166 (FIG. 5). Thereafter, as shown in FIG. 12, the
upper insert nest 160 may be lowered onto the lower
insert nest 158. In doing so, one or more trial runs may
be performed to ensure that the second shell half 62 will
be properly aligned with both the first shell half 60 and
the corresponding sides of the root and tip portions 40,
42. After ensuring proper alignment, a suitable adhesive
may be applied around the edges of the first shell half 60
(e.g., along the leading and trailing edges of the first shell
half 60) and/or along the top of any shear webs (not
shown) extending along the first shell half 60. Thereafter,
the upper insert nest 160 may be lowered onto the lower
insert nest 158 and held in-place to allow the adhesive
to cure between the shell halves 60, 62.
[0052] Once the second shell half 62 is positioned onto
the first shell half 60, the second shell half 62 may then
be secured to the root and tip portions 40, 42 using any
suitable means known in the art. For example, in one
embodiment, similar to that described above with refer-
ence to the first shell half 60, aligned scarfed sections
may be formed at the interface defined between the root
portion 40 and the second shell half 62 and at the inter-
face defined between the second shell half 62 and the
tip portion 42. Thereafter, a wet lay-up process may be
utilized to secure the components to one another.
[0053] As indicated above, it should be appreciated
that, in alternative embodiments, the shells halves 60,
62 of the blade insert 46 may be pre-assembled or the
blade insert 46 may simply be formed from a single, uni-
tary shell. In such embodiments, the entire blade insert
46 may be positioned within the lower insert nest 158
and subsequently aligned with the root and tip portions
40, 42 of the rotor blade 20 (e.g., by adjusting the position
of the lower insert nest 158 via the actuators 164 and/or
by pivoting the tip portion 42 upwards via the actuators
179). Thereafter, the blade insert 46 may then be secured
between the root and tip portions 40, 42.
[0054] Referring now to FIG. 13, after installing the
blade insert 46 between the root and tip portions 40, 42,
the insert cradle assembly 154 may be removed and the
tip portion 40 of the rotor blade 20 detached from the tip
cradles 128, 130. Additionally, as shown in FIG. 13, the
rails 144, 146 may be pivoted downward and the tip cra-
dles 128, 130 may be moved to the end of the rail as-
sembly 140. The lengthened rotor blade 20 may then be
removed from the root cradles 104, 106. Thereafter, a
new rotor blade 20 may be installed within the root cradles
104, 106 and the process repeated.
[0055] It should be appreciated that, although the root
cradle assembly 104, tip cradle assembly 126 and insert
cradle assembly 154 have been described herein with

reference to a particular embodiment of the present sub-
ject matter, such cradle assemblies 104, 126, 154 may
generally comprise any suitable components and/or
have any suitable configuration that allows the rotor blade
20 and/or blade insert 46 to be supported relative to the
ground. For example, in another embodiment, one or
more of the cradle assemblies 104, 126, 154 may simply
include support pads onto which the rotor blade 20 and/or
the blade insert 46 are positioned. In a further embodi-
ment, one or more of the cradle assemblies 104, 126,
154 may include one or more ropes, straps, cables and/or
any other suitable devices configured to support the rotor
blade 20 and/or blade insert46 relative to the ground,
with such ropes, straps, cables and/or other suitable de-
vices being coupled to any suitable support structure
(e.g., a pulley system, a crane and/or the like).
[0056] It should also be appreciated that, although the
present subject matter has been described with refer-
ence to dividing the rotor blade 20 and installing the blade
insert 46 while the rotor blade 20 is oriented generally
horizontally, the disclosed method may generally be per-
formed while the rotor blade 20 is oriented at any suitable
angle. For example, in an alternative embodiment, the
disclosed method may be performed while the rotor blade
20 is in the generally vertical position shown in FIG. 6.
In such an embodiment, the tip cradles 128, 130 may be
modified to allow the tip portion 42 to be supported within
the cradles 128, 130 in the vertical position. In addition,
the rail assembly 140 may also be modified to allow for
relative movement between the root and tip cradles 104,
106, 128, 130. For example, the rails 144, 146 may be
curved, arced or otherwise configured to match the cur-
vature or longitudinal profile of the rotor blade 20. Spe-
cifically, in the embodiment shown in FIG. 6, the rails
144, 146 may be curved or arced to the right to accom-
modate the pre-bend in the rotor blade 20.
[0057] This written description uses examples to dis-
close the invention, including the preferred mode, and
also to enable any person skilled in the art to practice the
invention, including making and using any devices or sys-
tems and performing any incorporated methods. The pat-
entable scope of the invention is defined by the claims,
and may include other examples that occur to those
skilled in the art. Such other examples are intended to
be within the scope of the claims if they include structural
elements that do not differ from the literal language of
the claims, or if they include equivalent structural ele-
ments with insubstantial differences from the literal lan-
guages of the claims.
[0058] Various aspects and embodiments of the
present invention are defined by the following numbered
clauses:

1. A system for installing a blade insert between a
root portion and a tip portion of a rotor blade of a
wind turbine, the system comprising:

a root cradle assembly configured to support the
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root portion of the rotor blade;

a tip cradle assembly configured to support the
tip portion of the rotor blade, at least one of the
tip cradle assembly or the root cradle assembly
being movable relative to the other of the tip cra-
dle assembly or the root cradle assembly to al-
low the tip portion to be spaced apart from the
root portion after the rotor blade has been divid-
ed between the root and tip portions; and

an insert cradle assembly configured to support
a blade insert for the rotor blade, the insert cradle
assembly configured to be positioned between
the root cradle assembly and the tip cradle as-
sembly so as to position the blade insert be-
tween the root portion and the tip portion.

2. The system of clause 1, wherein the root cradle
assembly comprises a first root cradle and a second
root cradle, the first root cradle configured to support
a first section of the root portion and the second root
cradle configured to support a second section of the
root portion.

3. The system of any preceding clause, wherein the
first and second root cradles each include a base
frame and a root nest, the root nest being rotatable
relative to the base frame.

4. The system of any preceding clause, further com-
prising a positioning member configured to be cou-
pled to the rotor blade, the positioning member in-
cluding an arm configured to contact the first root
cradle or the second root cradle.

5. The system of any preceding clause, wherein the
tip cradle assembly comprises a first tip cradle and
a second tip cradle, the first tip cradle configured to
support a first section of the tip portion and the sec-
ond tip cradle configured to support a second section
of the tip portion.

6. The system of any preceding clause, further com-
prising a movement device configured to move at
least one of the tip cradle assembly or the root cradle
assembly relative to the other of the tip cradle as-
sembly or the root cradle assembly.

7. The system of any preceding clause, wherein the
movement device comprises a rail assembly on
which the tip cradle assembly is positioned, the tip
cradle assembly configured to be moved laterally
along the rail assembly relative to the root cradle
assembly.

8. The system of any preceding clause, wherein at
least a portion of the root cradle assembly is dis-

posed adjacent to or coupled to a portion of the rail
assembly.

9. The system of any preceding clause, wherein at
least a portion of the rail assembly is configured to
be moved such that the tip portion is positioned at
an angled orientation relative to the root portion.

10. The system of any preceding clause, wherein
the insert cradle assembly includes at least one ac-
tuator configured to adjust the position of the blade
insert relative to at least one of the tip portion or the
root portion.

11. The system of any preceding clause, wherein
the insert cradle assembly comprises a first insert
nest and a second insert nest, the first insert nest
being configured to support a first shell of the blade
insert and the second insert nest being configured
to support a second shell of the blade insert.

12. The system of any preceding clause, wherein
the insert cradle assembly includes at least one ac-
tuator configured to adjust a position of the second
insert nest relative to the first insert nest.

13. A method for installing a blade insert between a
root portion and a tip portion of a rotor blade of a
wind turbine, the method comprising:

supporting the root portion of the rotor blade with
a root cradle assembly;

supporting the tip portion of the rotor blade with
a tip cradle assembly;

dividing the rotor blade between the root portion
and the tip portion;

moving at least one of the tip cradle assembly
or the root cradle assembly so as to space the
tip portion apart from the root portion;

positioning an insert cradle assembly between
the root cradle assembly and the tip cradle as-
sembly, the insert cradle assembly supporting
a blade insert for the rotor blade; and

securing the blade insert between the root por-
tion and the tip portion.

14. The method of any preceding clause, further
comprising rotating at least a portion of the root cra-
dle assembly and the rotor blade.

15. The method of any preceding clause, wherein
moving at least one of the tip cradle assembly or the
root cradle assembly comprises moving the tip cra-
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dle assembly along a rail assembly on which the tip
cradle assembly is positioned.

16. The method of any preceding clause, further
comprising moving at least a portion of the rail as-
sembly such that the tip portion is positioned at an
angled orientation relative to the root portion.

17. The method of any preceding clause, further
comprising adjusting the position of the insert cradle
assembly in order to align the blade insert with at
least one of the root portion or the tip portion.

18. The method of any preceding clause, wherein
the blade insert cradle assembly comprises a first
insert nest configured to support a first shell of the
blade insert and a second insert nest configured to
support a second shell of the blade insert, wherein
adjusting the position of the insert cradle assembly
comprises adjusting the position of the first insert
cradle in order to align the first shell with both the
root portion and the tip portion.

19. The method of any preceding clause, further
comprising adjusting the position of the second insert
nest relative to the first insert nest.

20. The method of any preceding clause, wherein
securing the blade insert between the root portion
and the tip portion comprises securing a first end of
the blade insert to a joint end of the root portion and
securing a second end of the blade insert to a joint
end of the tip portion.

Claims

1. A system (100) for installing a blade insert (46) be-
tween a root portion (40) and a tip portion (42) of a
rotor blade (20) of a wind turbine, the system (100)
comprising:

a root cradle assembly (102) configured to sup-
port the root portion (40) of the rotor blade (20);
a tip cradle assembly (126) configured to sup-
port the tip portion (42) of the rotor blade (20),
at least one of the tip cradle assembly (126) or
the root cradle assembly (102) being movable
relative to the other of the tip cradle assembly
(126) or the root cradle assembly (102) to allow
the tip portion (42) to be spaced apart from the
root portion (40) after the rotor blade (20) has
been divided between the root and tip portions;
and
an insert cradle assembly (154) configured to
support a blade insert (46) for the rotor blade
(20), the insert cradle assembly (154) config-
ured to be positioned between the root cradle

assembly (102) and the tip cradle assembly
(126) so as to position the blade insert (46) be-
tween the root portion (40) and the tip portion
(42).

2. The system (100) of claim 1, wherein the root cradle
assembly (102) comprises a first root cradle (104)
and a second root cradle (106), the first root cradle
(104) configured to support a first section of the root
portion (40) and the second root cradle (106) con-
figured to support a second section of the root portion
(40).

3. The system (100) of claim 2, wherein the first and
second root cradles (104, 106) each include a base
frame (108) and a root nest (110), the root nest (110)
being rotatable relative to the base frame (108).

4. The system (100) of claim 2 or claim 3, further com-
prising a positioning member (170) configured to be
coupled to the rotor blade (20), the positioning mem-
ber (170) including an arm (172) configured to con-
tact the first root cradle (104) or the second root cra-
dle (106).

5. The system (100) of any preceding claim, wherein
the tip cradle assembly (126) comprises a first tip
cradle (128) and a second tip cradle (130), the first
tip cradle (128) configured to support a first section
of the tip portion (42) and the second tip cradle (130)
configured to support a second section of the tip por-
tion (42).

6. The system (100) of any preceding claim, further
comprising a movement device configured to move
at least one of the tip cradle assembly (126) or the
root cradle assembly (102) relative to the other of
the tip cradle assembly or the root cradle assembly.

7. The system (100) of claim 6, wherein the movement
device comprises a rail assembly (140) on which the
tip cradle assembly (126) is positioned, the tip cradle
assembly (126) configured to be moved laterally
along the rail assembly (140) relative to the root cra-
dle assembly (102).

8. The system (100) of any preceding claim, wherein
the insert cradle assembly (154) includes at least
one actuator (164, 166) configured to adjust the po-
sition of the blade insert (46) relative to at least one
of the tip portion (40) or the root portion (42).

9. The system (100) of any preceding claim, wherein
the insert cradle assembly (154) comprises a first
insert nest (110) and a second insert nest (112), the
first insert nest (110) being configured to support a
first shell (60) of the blade insert (46) and the second
insert nest (112) being configured to support a sec-
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ond shell (62) of the blade insert (46).

10. A method for installing a blade insert (46) between
a root portion (40) and a tip portion (42) of a rotor
blade (20) of a wind turbine, the method comprising:

supporting the root portion (46) of the rotor blade
(20) with a root cradle assembly (102);
supporting the tip portion (42) of the rotor blade
(20) with a tip cradle assembly (126);
dividing the rotor blade (20) between the root
portion (40) and the tip portion (42);
moving at least one of the tip cradle assembly
(126) or the root cradle assembly (102) so as to
space the tip portion (46) apart from the root
portion (40);
positioning an insert cradle assembly (154) be-
tween the root cradle assembly (102) and the
tip cradle assembly (126), the insert cradle as-
sembly (154) supporting a blade insert (46) for
the rotor blade (20); and
securing the blade insert (46) between the root
portion (40) and the tip portion (42).

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising rotating
at least a portion of the root cradle assembly (102)
and the rotor blade (20).

12. The method of claim 10 or claim 11, wherein moving
at least one of the tip cradle assembly (126) or the
root cradle assembly (102) comprises moving the tip
cradle assembly along a rail assembly (140) on
which the tip cradle assembly (126) is positioned.

13. The method of any of claims 10 to 12, further com-
prising adjusting the position of the insert cradle as-
sembly (154) in order to align the blade insert (40)
with at least one of the root portion or the tip portion.

14. The method of any of claims 10 to 13, wherein the
blade insert cradle assembly (126) comprises a first
insert nest (110) configured to support a first shell
(60) of the blade insert (46) and a second insert nest
(112) configured to support a second shell (60) of
the blade insert (46), wherein adjusting the position
of the insert cradle assembly (154) comprises ad-
justing the position of the first insert cradle in order
to align the first shell with both the root portion (40)
and the tip portion (42).

15. The method of any of claims 10 to 14, wherein se-
curing the blade insert (46) between the root portion
(40) and the tip portion (42) comprises securing a
first end of the blade insert to a joint end of the root
portion (40) and securing a second end of the blade
insert (46) to a joint end of the tip portion (42).
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