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(54) TURBO CHARGER CONTROL SYSTEM AND CONTROL METHOD

(57) [OBJECT]
To prevent hunting without providing a bypass route

in an engine with a denitration reactor installed upstream
of a turbine.

[MEANS]
Providing a pressure gauge 7a to detect a scaveng-

ing pressure Ps within a scavenging trunk 6, a motor 8a
to assist or dampen a driving of the turbocharger, a gen-
erator 8b to charge a power storage device 11 with a
regenerated electric power of the motor 8a, and a control
device 9. The control device 9 is provided with at least a
scavenging pressure database 9a1, a target scavenging
pressure calculating means 9a2 which computes a target
scavenging pressure tPs, a pressure comparator 9a3
which compares the scavenging pressure Ps and the tar-
get scavenging pressure tPs, and a main control unit 9a4
which controls the motor 8a or the generator 8b in re-
sponse to the comparison results produced by the pres-
sure comparator 9a3.

[ADVANTAGEOUS EFFECTS]
The entire amount of exhaust gas is continuously

treated so as to be purified. The energy of the exhaust
gas can be effectively utilized as a driving power for the
motor, without loss.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a turbocharger
control system and a control method used in an engine
provided with a denitration reactor for reducing and re-
moving a nitrogen oxide (referred to below as NOx) in an
exhaust gas emission, and disposed in the exhaust pas-
sageway on an upstream side of a turbine of a turbo-
charger.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] As illustrated in FIG. 4 (a), a typical turbocharger
101 is provided with a turbine 101b and a compressor
101c at both ends of a rotating shaft 101a, and the turbine
101 b is rotated by a stream of high-temperature exhaust
gas discharged from an exhaust port 103b of an engine
103 into an exhaust passageway 104, and the resulting
power drives the compressor 101c. An air which is then
compressed by the compressor 101 c is fed through a
scavenging trunk 102 into a scavenging port 103a of the
engine 103.
[0003] In cases where there is only the exhaust pas-
sageway 104 between the exhaust port 103b and the
turbine 101b, the turbocharger 101 operates in approxi-
mate synchronization with load fluctuations of the engine
103, for supercharging the engine 103 at a suitable tim-
ing.
[0004] By contrast, in a diesel engine of a ship, as
shown in FIG. 4 (b), for example, there are cases in which
a denitration reactor 106 is installed in the exhaust pas-
sageway 104 between the exhaust port 103b and the
turbine 101b (e.g., FIG. 1 on page 42 of Non-Patent Ref-
erence 1). The denitration reactor 106 contains an SCR
catalyst or the like to detoxify the NOx in the exhaust gas
by reacting it with a reducing agent such as ammonia
gas to selectively reduce it, breaking it down into nitrogen
and water. After removing the NOx, the exhaust gas is
discharged from a chimney 105.
[0005] However, in the case of an engine having such
a denitration reactor 106 installed upstream of the turbine
101b, a certain amount of time is required for the tem-
perature of the SCR catalyst, which has a large heat ca-
pacity, to increase in temperature or to cool, so even if
the temperature of the exhaust gas discharged from the
exhaust port 103b (referred to below as a first exhaust
gas temperature Te1) immediately changes in response
to a load on the engine, a time lag occurs until there is a
change in the temperature of the exhaust gas discharged
from a discharge port 106a of the denitration reactor 106
(referred to below as a second exhaust gas temperature
Te2).
[0006] Accordingly, in a diesel engine for a ship, for
example, having the denitration reactor 106 installed up-
stream of the turbine 101b, when a load on the engine
103 was reduced, a scavenging pressure Ps of the scav-

enging trunk 102 increased above what was necessary,
resulting in an excessive supercharging (e.g., FIG. 3 on
page 43 of Non-Patent Reference 1), and when a load
on the engine 103 was increased, the required scaveng-
ing pressure Ps was not obtained, resulting in a hunting
phenomenon in which the supercharging was insuffi-
cient. The cause for this hunting phenomenon is de-
scribed in detail below, making reference to FIG. 5.
[0007] FIG. 5 (a) is a graph illustrating a case in which
an operator decreases the engine load (the number of
rotations). When the engine load is decreased, the first
exhaust gas temperature Te1 in the exhaust port 103b
immediately falls to a level indicated by the symbol X1.
However, because the exhaust gas is re-heated by a
heat accumulated by the SCR catalyst while passing
through the denitration reactor 106, there results a de-
layed decrease in the second exhaust gas temperature
Te2 at the discharge port 106a of the denitration reactor
106, as indicated by the symbol X1’.
[0008] The rotational speed of the turbocharger 101 is
basically proportional to the temperature of the exhaust
gas led into the turbine 101b. Therefore, during the time
that the second exhaust gas temperature Te2 does not
drop, the rotational speed of the turbocharger 101 is
greater than a speed which is commensurate with the
engine load, and the scavenging pressure Ps of the scav-
enging trunk 102 is maintained at an elevated state indi-
cated by the symbol X1", even though there is a decrease
in the load of the engine 103, because the resulting air
volume fed from the compressor 101c is also in excess.
Accordingly, the engine 103 is in a state of excessive
supercharging, and the first exhaust gas temperature
Te1 drops further, because an excess of air is introduced
into the scavenging port 103a through the scavenging
trunk 102.
[0009] If such a state of excessive supercharging con-
tinues for a while, the second exhaust temperature Te2
drops excessively to a level indicated by the symbol Y1’,
after a delay for a certain period of time, and along with
this, the rotational speed of the turbocharger 101 de-
creases, and the scavenging pressure Ps also drops ex-
cessively to a level indicated by the symbol Y1".
[0010] As a result, the volume of air fed from the com-
pressor 101c is lower than a volume commensurate with
the engine load, so the first exhaust gas temperature Te1
rises, as indicated by the symbol Y1. When the engine
load is decreased, a phenomenon such as that men-
tioned above occurs, and is repeated for a while, and
requires time until it is resolved.
[0011] FIG. 5 (b) is a drawing illustrating a case in which
an operator increases the engine load (number of rota-
tions), so a phenomenon occurs which is the reverse of
that shown in FIG. 5 (a). First, when the engine load rises,
the first exhaust temperature Te1 immediately rises as
indicated by the symbol X2, but there is a delay in the
rise in the second exhaust temperature Te2, as indicated
by the symbol X2’, because the SCR catalyst in the den-
itration reactor 106 has a large heat capacity and it takes
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time for the temperature to rise.
[0012] Therefore, during the time that the second ex-
haust gas temperature Te2 does not rise, the rotational
speed of the turbocharger 101 is lower than a speed com-
mensurate with the engine load, and the scavenging
pressure Ps of the scavenging trunk 102 is maintained
at a low state indicated by the symbol X2", even though
there is an increase in the load of the engine 103, because
the resulting air volume fed from the compressor 101c is
also insufficient. Accordingly, the required air is not in-
troduced into the scavenging port 103 a, and the engine
103 is in a state of insufficient supercharging, and the
first exhaust gas temperature Te1 rises further, because
a large quantity of fuel is injected.
[0013] If such a state of insufficient supercharging con-
tinues for a while, the second exhaust temperature Te2
rises excessively to a level indicated by the symbol Y2’,
after a delay for a certain period of time, and along with
this, the rotational speed of the turbocharger 101 increas-
es, and the scavenging pressure Ps rises excessively to
a level indicated by the symbol Y2’.
[0014] As a result, the air volume fed from the com-
pressor 101c is greater than a volume commensurate
with the engine load, so the first exhaust gas temperature
Te1 decreases, as indicated by the symbol Y2. When
the engine load is increased, a phenomenon such as that
mentioned above is repeated.
[0015] During the time that such a hunting phenome-
non occurs, the basic function of the turbocharger 101 is
not sufficiently actualized, resulting in a malfunctioning
of the engine.
[0016] Therefore, in the past, a turbocharger control
system 100 was disclosed having a structure as shown
in FIG. 6, with a bypass duct 108 which can be opened
and closed with a bypass valve 108a, and which is pro-
vided to connect an exhaust passageway 104a upstream
of the denitration reactor 106 and an exhaust passage-
way 104b on the downstream side, so that when the en-
gine load is increased, the bypass valve 108a is opened
so that a portion of the exhaust gas does not pass through
the denitration reactor 106 (e.g., FIG. 8 on page 46 of
Non-Patent Reference 1; and FIG. 2 of Patent Reference
1).
[0017] This causes a portion of the exhaust gas intro-
duced into the denitration reactor 106 to bypass to up-
stream of the turbine 101b, so as to increase the rota-
tional speed of the turbine 101b, because the engine 103
is in a state of insufficient supercharging when the engine
load is increased.
[0018] In the past, there was also disclosed a structure
wherein another bypass duct 109 is provided to connect
an exhaust passageway 104b upstream of the turbine
101b and an exhaust passageway 107 on the down-
stream side, so that when the engine load is decreased,
a bypass valve 109a is opened so that a portion of the
exhaust gas is not fed into the turbine 101b (e.g., FIG.
4, page 44 of Non-Patent Reference 1; and FIG. 1 of
Patent Reference 1).

[0019] This causes a portion of the exhaust gas fed
into the turbine 101b to bypass to downstream of the
turbine 101b, so as to prevent an increase in the rotational
speed of the turbine 101b, because the engine 103 is in
a state of excess supercharging when the engine load is
decreased.
[0020] However, in the prior art turbocharger control
system 100, there was a problem of pollution of the en-
vironment occurring when untreated gas containing NOx
that had not been reduced and purified was discharged
from the chimney 105 into the atmosphere, because a
portion of the exhaust gas did not pass through the den-
itration reactor 106 during the time that the bypass valve
108a was open.
[0021] In addition, energy was lost from the exhaust
gas, because a portion of the exhaust gas could not be
used since it flowed to the exhaust passageway 107
downstream of the turbine 101b during the time that the
bypass valve 109a was open.

PRIOR ART REFERENCES

NON- PATENT REFERENCES

[0022] Non-Patent Reference 1: Osamu Motomura, et
al., "Dynamic Characteristics of a Two-Stroke Slow-
Speed Diesel Engine with De-Nox System," Journal of
the Marine Engineering Society of Japan, Vol. 34, No. 1,
p. 41-47 (January 1999)

PATENT REFERENCES

[0023] Patent Reference 1: Japanese Patent Publica-
tion No. H08-500170

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0024] The problems which the present invention aims
to solve are that in a turbocharger control system accord-
ing to the prior art, the NOx in the exhaust gas was not
reduced and purified when the gas bypassed the deni-
tration reactor, and also that a loss of energy occurred
in the exhaust gas when it was caused to bypass the
turbine.
[0025] The present invention was devised with consid-
eration given to the above problems, and has as its object
to provide a turbocharger control system and control
method which prevents hunting, and which makes pos-
sible a continuous purification treatment without bypass-
ing a denitration reactor even when the engine is in a
state of insufficient supercharging, and which is also able
to operate effectively without any loss of energy in the
exhaust gas even when the engine is in a state of exces-
sive supercharging.
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MEANS FOR SOLVING THESE PROBLEMS

[0026] The turbocharger control system and control
method according to the present invention comprises, as
its most essential features:

a pressure gauge that detects a scavenging pres-
sure within a scavenging trunk;

a motor that assists or dampens a driving of the tur-
bocharger;

a generator that charges a power storage device with
a regenerated electric power of the motor; and

a control unit which comprises a target scavenging
pressure calculator which accesses a scavenging
pressure database to compute a target scavenging
pressure, a pressure comparator which compares a
scavenging pressure detected by the pressure
gauge against a target scavenging pressure com-
puted by the target scavenging pressure calculator,
and a main command unit which controls the motor
or the generator in response to comparison results
made by the pressure comparator.

[0027] A drive control of the turbocharger which em-
ploys the turbocharger control system according to the
present invention utilizes the pressure comparator to
compare a difference between the scavenging pressure
and the target scavenging pressure at predetermined
time intervals.
[0028] When the engine accelerates, the main com-
mand unit assists the driving of the turbocharger by is-
suing a command for the rotational speed of the motor
to accelerate during a period when the scavenging pres-
sure is lower than the target scavenging pressure.
[0029] When the engine decelerates, the main control
unit dampens the driving of the turbocharger by issuing
a command to the generator to charge the power storage
device during a period when the scavenging pressure is
higher than the target scavenging pressure.
[0030] This is the turbocharger control method accord-
ing to the present invention.

ADVANTAGEOUS EFFECTS OF THE INVENTION

[0031] According to the present invention, when an op-
erator increases the engine load and the engine is in a
state of insufficient supercharging, the main command
unit of the control unit issues a command to supply power
to the motor, to assist the driving of the turbocharger by
the rotation of the motor. It is therefore possible to elim-
inate insufficient supercharging of the engine without by-
passing the denitration reactor, and to prevent hunting.
[0032] In addition, according to the present invention,
when an operator decreases the engine load and the
engine is in a state of excessive supercharging, the main

command unit of the control unit issues a command to
the generator to charge a regenerated electric power
from the motor, so as to dampen a driving of the turbo-
charger, while converting a rotational torque of the tur-
bocharger to electrical energy. Moreover, the electrical
power generated by the generator is temporarily stored
in the power storage device, so it can be used as a driving
power of the motor when engine load is increased. It is
therefore possible to achieve an effective operation with-
out discarding exhaust gas energy to outside of the sys-
tem, while also preventing hunting.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0033]

FIG. 1 is a schematic drawing illustrating the struc-
ture of the turbocharger control system according to
the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the structure of
the control unit of the turbocharger control system
according to the present invention.

FIG. 3 (a) is a graph illustrating a control whereby a
command is issued to accelerate the rotational
speed of a motor to assist the driving of the turbo-
charger when the engine is accelerating and when
the scavenging pressure is lower than the target
scavenging pressure. FIG. 3 (b) is a graph illustrating
a control whereby a command is issued to the gen-
erator to charge the power storage device to dampen
driving the turbocharger when the engine is decel-
erating and when the scavenger pressure is higher
than the target scavenging pressure.

FIG. 4 (a) is a diagram illustrating a typical turbo-
charger. FIG. 4 (b) is a drawing illustrating a diesel
engine for a ship having a denitration reactor in-
stalled upstream of a turbine.

FIG. 5 is a graph illustrating changes in scavenging
pressure Ps in a scavenging trunk at a first exhaust
gas temperature Te1 at an exhaust port and at a
second exhaust gas temperature Te2 at a discharge
port of a denitration reactor. FIG. 5 (a) illustrates the
case where the engine load has been decreased,
and FIG. 5 (b) illustrates the case where the engine
load has been increased.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating the struc-
ture of a turbocharger control system according to
the prior art.

EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

[0034] Various embodiments of the present invention
are described in detail below, making use of FIGS. 1-3.
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In FIG. 1, Reference Numeral 1 is a turbocharger control
system according to the present invention employed in
a diesel engine for a ship, provided with a denitration
reactor 4 installed in an exhaust passageway 3 upstream
of a turbine 2a of a turbocharger 2. The turbocharger
control system 1 is provided with a pressure gauge 7a
installed in a scavenging trunk 6 and is used to detect a
scavenging pressure Ps within the scavenging trunk 6
connected to a scavenging port 5a of an engine 5, a motor
8a that assists or dampens a driving of the turbocharger
2 and which is provided to a rotating shaft 2b of the tur-
bocharger 2, a power storage device 11 which supplies
a driving power to the motor 8a, and a generator 8b that
charges the power storage device 11 with a regenerated
electric power of the motor 8a. This embodiment utilizes
a motor/generator 8 which combines the function of the
motor 8a and the function of the generator 8b. Reference
Numeral 10 is a rotational speed controller which controls
the injection volume of a fuel F supplied to the engine 5
and which is able to transmit the engine speed data set
by an operator to a control unit 9. Reference Numeral 12
is a chimney which discharges the exhaust gas after the
NOx has been reduced and purified.
[0035] The denitration reactor 4 contains an SCR cat-
alyst which selectively reduces the NOx in an exhaust
gas by reacting it with a reducing agent such as ammonia
gas, breaking it down into nitrogen and water, to achieve
detoxification. In an exhaust passageway 3a upstream
of the denitration reactor 4 there is installed a nozzle (not
pictured) for spraying a reducing agent precursor such
as aqueous urea which forms ammonia gas when sub-
jected to hydrolysis.
[0036] As shown in FIG. 2, the control unit 9 is provided
with at least a target scavenging pressure calculating
means 9a2 which accesses a scavenging pressure da-
tabase 9a1 to compute a target scavenging pressure tPs
in response to engine speed data obtained from the ro-
tational speed controller 10, a pressure comparator 9a3
which compares a scavenging pressure Ps in the scav-
enging trunk 6 detected by the pressure gauge 7a against
the target scavenging pressure tPs computed by the tar-
get scavenging pressure calculator 9a2, and a main com-
mand unit 9a4 which controls a drive power supplied to
the motor 8a in response to the results of a pressure
comparison from the pressure comparator 9a3, and
which also issues a command to the generator 8b to
charge the power storage device 11 with a regenerated
electric power of the motor 8a.
[0037] The scavenging pressure database 9a1 is a da-
tabase in the form of a table derived from experimental
data for the target scavenging pressure tPs which rep-
resent suitable scavenging pressures in response to ro-
tational speeds of the engine 5. This database can be
searched using the engine rotational speed data set by
an operator as a key. The details of the data which is
registered in advance in the scavenging pressure data-
base 9a1 will differ depending on the type and size of the
engine.

[0038] The method of controlling the driving of the tur-
bocharger using the first embodiment according to the
present invention is described in terms of separate cases,
one in which the engine load is increased, and another
in which the engine load is decreased.

(1) Control method when the engine load is increased

[0039] When an operator sets the engine speed so as
to raise it to accelerate the engine 5, the rotational speed
controller 10 supplies the fuel F to the engine 5 in an
injection volume corresponding to the set engine speed.
In addition, the rotational speed controller 10 detects the
increase in the rotational speed of the engine 5 and is-
sues a command to the control unit 9 to start implement-
ing the control method of the present invention.
[0040] The target scavenging pressure calculator 9a2
of the control unit 9 obtains from the rotational speed
controller 10 the engine speed data set by the operator,
and uses this as a key to check the scavenging pressure
database 9a1 to obtain from the scavenging pressure
database 9a1 the target scavenging pressure tPs data
corresponding to the set rotational speed data.
[0041] The target scavenging pressure calculator 9a2
of this embodiment uses raw data registered in the scav-
enging pressure database 9a1, but the target scavenging
pressure tPs may include values with additional required
corrections of data registered in the scavenging pressure
database 9a1 as basic data.
[0042] An air A is compressed by the compressor 2c
and fed into the scavenging trunk 6. The pressure gauge
7a detects the scavenging pressure Ps inside the scav-
enging trunk 6.
[0043] The pressure comparator 9a3 of the control unit
9 fetches the scavenging pressure Ps data detected by
the pressure gauge 7a at predetermined time intervals,
and computes the difference in value as compared to the
target scavenging pressure tPs computed by the target
scavenging pressure calculator 9a2.
[0044] As illustrated in FIG. 3 (a), when the engine ac-
celerates, the main command unit 9a4 issues a com-
mand to the control circuit of the motor 8a to accelerate
the rotational speed of the motor 8a during a period in
which the scavenging pressure Ps is lower than the target
scavenging pressure tPs (in the example given in the
graph, the period from time 0 to time T), thereby increas-
ing the driving power of the motor 8a supplied from the
power storage device 11, and assisting the driving of the
turbocharger 2. In control of this type, the scavenging
pressure Ps data is fetched at predetermined time inter-
vals, and is repeated at intervals in which the scavenging
pressure Ps is determined by the pressured comparator
9a3 to be lower than the target scavenging pressure tPs
(in the example given in the graph, it is repeated at times
t1, t2, t3 .....).
[0045] When the scavenging pressure Ps reaches the
target scavenging pressure tPs, the main command unit
9a4 issues a command to the control circuit of the motor
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8a not to raise the rotational speed of the motor 8a above
this level.

(2) Control method when the engine load is decreased

[0046] When an operator sets the engine speed so as
to lower it to decelerate the engine 5, the rotational speed
controller 10 decreases the injection volume of the fuel
F supplied to the engine 5 in response to the set engine
speed. In addition, the rotational speed controller 10 de-
tects the decrease in the rotational speed of the engine
5 and issues a command to the control unit 9 to start
implementing the control method of the present inven-
tion.
[0047] The target scavenging pressure calculator 9a2
of the control unit 9 obtains from the rotational speed
controller 10 the engine speed data set by the operator,
uses this as a key to check the scavenging pressure da-
tabase 9a1 to obtain from the scavenging pressure da-
tabase 9a1 the target scavenging pressure tPs data cor-
responding to the set rotational speed data.
[0048] The pressure comparator 9a3 fetches the scav-
enging pressure Ps data detected by the pressure gauge
7a at predetermined time intervals, and computes the
difference in value as compared to the target scavenging
pressure tPs computed by the target scavenging pres-
sure calculator 9a2.
[0049] As illustrated in FIG. 3 (b), when the engine de-
celerates, the main command unit 9a4 issues a com-
mand to the control circuit of the generator 8b to charge
the regenerated electric power from the motor 8a to the
power storage device 11 during a period in which the
scavenging pressure Ps is higher than the target scav-
enging pressure tPs (in the example given in the graph,
the period from time 0 to time T), thereby dampening the
driving of the turbocharger 2. In control of this type, the
scavenging pressure Ps data is fetched at predetermined
time intervals, and is repeated at intervals in which the
scavenging pressure Ps is determined by the pressure
comparator 9a3 to be higher than the target scavenging
pressure tPs (in the example given in the graph, it is re-
peated at times t1, t2, t3 .....).
[0050] When the scavenging pressure Ps reaches the
target scavenging pressure tPs, the main command unit
9a4 issues a command to the control circuit of the gen-
erator 8b not to charge above this level, so as not to
decrease the rotational speed of the motor 8a.
[0051] When the rotational speed of the engine 5 is
constant, the rotational speed controller 10 does not de-
tect an increase or decrease in the engine speed, so no
command is issued to the control unit 9 to start imple-
menting the control method of the present invention.
[0052] Following is a description of another embodi-
ment of the present invention. In this second embodi-
ment, as shown in FIG. 1, a first temperature gauge 7b
for detecting the first exhaust gas temperature Te1, the
temperature of an exhaust gas G discharged from an
exhaust port 5b, is provided in the exhaust passageway

3a between the exhaust port 5b of the engine and the
denitration reactor 4, as the gas goes through a cycle of
compression, combustion, expansion, and supply/ex-
haust (scavenging).
[0053] As shown in FIG. 2, the control unit 9 is further
provided with a first temperature comparator 9b1 which
computes the difference between an upper limit temper-
ature uTe1 for preventing catalyst degradation within the
denitration reactor 4 and the first exhaust gas tempera-
ture Te1, as well as an auxiliary command unit 9b2 which
issues a command to accelerate the rotational speed of
the engine 8a when the temperature difference computed
by the first temperature comparator 9b1 is within a pre-
determined range.
[0054] The upper limit temperature uTe1 is a temper-
ature at an upper limit for preventing catalyst degradation
when the exhaust gas G passes through the denitration
reactor 4, and the data for this upper limit temperature is
set in the control unit 9 in advance. Moreover, the range
of temperatures which are to be monitored to serve as
criteria for this upper limit temperature uTe1, and the data
for this upper limit temperature are set in the control unit
9 in advance, depending on the type and size of the en-
gine. In addition, in cases where the first exhaust gas
temperature Te1 is conjectured to exceed the upper limit
temperature uTe1, depending on sea conditions such as
stormy weather and the like, the data for such cases is
set in the control unit 9 in advance.
[0055] In such a construction, the control unit 9 moni-
tors the first exhaust gas temperature Te1 of the exhaust
gas G which is introduced into the denitration reactor 4,
and when this enters a range in which there is a high risk
of exceeding the upper limit temperature uTe1 which was
set in advance, the auxiliary command unit 9b2 is able
to make a correction so as to accelerate the rotational
speed of the motor 8a. The rotational speed of the tur-
bocharger 2 can therefore be increased, thereby making
it possible to advantageously prevent degradation of the
catalyst, because it is possible to decrease the first ex-
haust gas temperature Te1 by increasing the scavenging
volume supplied to the scavenging port 5a.
[0056] Following is a description of a method of con-
trolling driving of the turbocharger by employing the sec-
ond embodiment of the present invention.
[0057] The first temperature comparator 9b1 fetches
the first exhaust gas temperature Te1 data detected by
the first temperature gauge 7b at predetermined time in-
tervals, and compares the difference between it and the
upper limit temperature uTe1.
[0058] When the difference between the first exhaust
gas temperature Te1 and the upper limit temperature
uTe1 is within a predetermined range, the control unit 9
accelerates the rotational speed of the motor 8a by the
amount of acceleration commanded by the auxiliary com-
mand unit 9b2.
[0059] Moreover, when the difference between the first
exhaust gas temperature Te1 and the upper limit tem-
perature uTe1 is within a predetermined range, and when
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the scavenging pressure Ps is lower than the target scav-
enging pressure tPs, the control unit 9 adds together the
amount of acceleration commanded by the main com-
mand unit 9a4 and the amount of acceleration command-
ed by the auxiliary command unit 9b2 accelerates the
rotational speed of the motor 8a by the resulting amount.
[0060] Therefore, even in the event of a highly risky
state in which the first exhaust gas temperature Te1 dur-
ing acceleration of the engine 5 exceeds the upper limit
temperature uTe1, commands to increase the rotational
speed of the motor 8a are simultaneously issued by the
main command unit 9a4 and the auxiliary command unit
9b2 to accelerate rotation of the rotating shaft 2b of the
turbocharger 2 only by the two amounts of acceleration
added together, so the system is able to advantageously
prevent hunting and is also able to prevent degradation
of the catalyst.
[0061] When the above-described control is repeated
at predetermined time intervals, and the temperature dif-
ference between the first exhaust gas temperature Te1
and the upper limit temperature uTe1 is outside of the
predetermined range, the auxiliary command unit 9b2
stops issuing commands to the control circuit of the motor
8a.
[0062] Following is a description of yet another embod-
iment of the present invention. As shown in FIG. 1, in this
third embodiment, there is provided a second tempera-
ture gauge 7c that detects the second exhaust gas tem-
perature Te2 which is the temperature of the exhaust gas
after purifying it of NOx discharged from a discharge port
4a, the second temperature gauge 7c being installed in
an exhaust passageway 3b between the discharge port
4a of the denitration reactor 4 and the turbine 2a.
[0063] As shown in FIG. 2, the control unit 9 is further
provided with a target exhaust gas temperature calcula-
tor 9c2 which accesses a discharge port temperature da-
tabase 9c1, and computes a target first exhaust gas tem-
perature tTe1 and a target second exhaust gas temper-
ature tTe2 corresponding to engine rotational speed data
obtained from the rotational speed controller 10; a sec-
ond temperature comparator 9c3 which computes the
difference between the first exhaust gas temperature Te1
and the target first exhaust gas temperature tTe1, as well
as the difference between the second exhaust gas tem-
perature Te2 and the target second exhaust gas temper-
ature tTe2; and a STOP command unit 9c4 which issues
a command to stop driving the motor 8a or the generator
8b when the temperature differences computed by the
second temperature comparator 9c3 are both within a
predetermined range.
[0064] The discharge port temperature database 9c1
is in the form of a table derived from experimental data
for the target first exhaust gas temperature tTe1 which
is the ideal discharge output temperature at the exhaust
port 5b corresponding to the rotational speed of the en-
gine 5, and from experimental data for the target second
exhaust gas temperature tTe2 at the discharge port 4a
of the denitration reactor 4. This database can be

searched using the engine rotational speed data set by
an operator as a key. The details of the data which is
registered in advance in the discharge port temperature
database 9c1 will differ depending on the type and size
of the engine.
[0065] When a configuration such as that described
above is used, the control unit 9 monitors the first exhaust
gas temperature Te1 and the second exhaust gas tem-
perature Te2, and when the difference between these
temperatures is within a predetermined range, the STOP
command unit 9c4 is able to issue a CONTROL STOP
command to the motor 8a and the generator 8b. This is
advantageous, because the operations of assisting or
dampening the turbocharger 2 can be stopped according
to a timing such that there is no longer a temperature
difference (between the first exhaust gas temperature
Te1 and the second exhaust gas temperature Te2) due
to the effects of the heat capacity of the SCR catalyst in
the denitration reactor 4. As a result, the turbocharger 2
can resume normal operation.
[0066] Following is a description of a method of con-
trolling the driving of the turbocharger by employing the
third embodiment of the present invention.
[0067] The second temperature comparator 9c3 fetch-
es the first exhaust gas temperature Te1 data detected
by the first temperature gauge 7b and the second exhaust
gas temperature Te2 data detected by the first temper-
ature gauge 7c at predetermined time intervals, and com-
pares the difference between the target first exhaust gas
temperature tTe1 and the target second exhaust gas
temperature tTe2.
[0068] The STOP command unit 9c4 issues a com-
mand to stop driving the motor 8a or the generator 8b
when the temperature differences computed by the sec-
ond temperature comparator 9c3 both continue to stay
within a predetermined range for a specified amount of
time.
[0069] Therefore, driving of the motor 8a or the gener-
ator 8b can be advantageously restricted to a required
range, because the temperature difference is kept within
a permissible range, while checking in real time, this tem-
perature difference resulting from the effects of the heat
capacity of the SCR catalyst in the denitration reactor 4,
and because the turbocharger 2 is able to resume normal
operation in which the turbocharger 2 is neither assisted
nor dampened, at the most suitable timing at which this
state is maintained for a predetermined time.
[0070] In a control method according to the third em-
bodiment described above, the rotational speed control-
ler 10 is started when an increase or decrease in the
rotational speed of the engine 5 is detected, and stopped
when the STOP command unit 9c4 of the control unit 9
issues a STOP command.
[0071] As described above, according to the present
invention, when the operator increases the engine load,
the main command unit of the control unit issues a com-
mand for a driving power to be supplied to the motor so
as to assist the driving of the turbocharger by the rotation
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of the motor, thus making it possible to eliminate insuffi-
cient supercharging of the engine without bypassing the
denitration reactor. Therefore, the entire amount of the
exhaust gas can be continuously purified, without there
being any untreated gas.
[0072] Moreover, according to the present invention,
when the operator decreases the engine load, the main
command unit of the control unit issues a command to
the generator to charge a regenerated electric power
from the motor, thereby dampening the driving of the tur-
bocharger. The power generated by the generator is
stored in the power storage device, so it can be utilized
as a driving power for the motor. Therefore, the energy
of the exhaust gas can be effectively utilized, without dis-
carding it to outside of the system.
[0073] Accordingly, the present invention is able to pre-
vent hunting and is able to stabilize the operation of an
engine equipped with a pre-turbo denitration reactor, by
supplying and recovering energy by connecting both the
motor and the generator to the rotating shaft of the tur-
bocharger.
[0074] The present invention is not limited to the
above-described examples, and the embodiment may,
of course, be advantageously modified within the scope
of the technical ideas recited in the claims.
[0075] For example, in the foregoing embodiments
there was disclosed an example in which the target ex-
haust gas temperature calculator 9c2 utilized data reg-
istered in the discharge port temperature database 9c1,
but values may be utilized such that the target first ex-
haust gas temperature tTe1 and the target second ex-
haust gas temperature tTe2 include additional required
corrections of data registered in the scavenging pressure
database 9a1 as basic data.
[0076] Moreover, in cases where the operator has not
issued any commands to change the engine load, but
fluctuations in engine load occur due to sea conditions
such as stormy weather, suitable control may be imple-
mented to operate or not to operate the system of the
present invention in each of the foregoing examples, de-
pending on whether or not a threshold value which has
been pre-set in the control unit 9 has been exceeded.
That is because cases where hunting induced by sea
conditions exceeds a certain threshold value are deemed
as being equivalent to a situation in which the operator
significantly changes the engine load.

EXPLANATION OF THE REFERENCE NUMERALS

[0077]

1 Turbocharger control system
2 Turbocharger
2a Turbine
3, 3a, 3b Exhaust passageways
4 Denitration reactor
4a Discharge port
5 Engine

5b Exhaust port
6 Scavenging trunk
7a Pressure gauge
7b First temperature gauge
7c Second temperature gauge
8a Motor
8b Generator
9 Control unit
9a1 Scavenging pressure database
9a2 Target scavenging pressure calculator
9a3 Pressure comparator
9a4 Main command unit
9b1 First temperature comparator
9b2 Auxiliary command unit
9c1 Discharge port temperature database
9c2 Target exhaust gas temperature calculator
9c3 Second temperature comparator
9c4 STOP command unit
11 Power storage device
Ps Scavenging pressure
tPs Target scavenging pressure
Te1 First exhaust gas temperature
Te2 Second exhaust gas temperature
uTe1 Upper limit temperature
tTe1 Target first exhaust gas temperature
tTe2 Target second exhaust gas temperature
G Exhaust gas

Claims

1. A turbocharger control system in an engine having
a denitration reactor installed in an exhaust passage-
way upstream of a turbine of a turbocharger, the sys-
tem comprising:

a pressure gauge that detects a scavenging
pressure within a scavenging trunk;
a motor that assists or dampens a driving of the
turbocharger;
a generator that charges a power storage device
with a regenerated electric power of the motor;
and
a control unit which comprises a target scaveng-
ing pressure calculator which accesses a scav-
enging pressure database to compute a target
scavenging pressure, a pressure comparator
which compares a scavenging pressure detect-
ed by the pressure gauge against a target scav-
enging pressure computed by the target scav-
enging pressure calculator, and a main com-
mand unit which controls the motor or the gen-
erator in response to comparison results made
by the pressure comparator.

2. The turbocharger control system according to claim
1, further comprising a first temperature gauge pro-
vided in an exhaust passageway between the ex-
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haust port of the engine and the denitration reactor
to detect a first exhaust gas temperature, which is a
temperature of an exhaust gas discharged from an
exhaust port,
wherein the control unit further comprises a first tem-
perature comparator which computes a difference
between an upper limit temperature for preventing
catalyst degradation within the denitration reactor
and the first exhaust gas temperature, and an aux-
iliary command unit which issues a command to ac-
celerate the rotational speed of the engine when the
temperature difference computed by the first tem-
perature comparator is within a predetermined
range.

3. The turbocharger control system according to claim
2, further comprising a second temperature gauge
provided in an exhaust passageway between the
denitration reactor and the turbine to detect a second
exhaust gas temperature which is a temperature of
the exhaust gas discharged from a discharge port of
the denitration reactor,
wherein the control unit further comprises:

a target exhaust gas temperature calculator
which accesses a discharge port temperature
database, and computes a target first exhaust
gas temperature and a target second exhaust
gas temperature,
a second temperature comparator which com-
putes a difference between the first exhaust gas
temperature and the target first exhaust gas
temperature, as well as a difference between
the second exhaust gas temperature and the
target second exhaust gas temperature, and
a STOP command unit which issues a command
to stop driving the motor or the generator when
the temperature differences computed by the
second temperature comparator are both within
a predetermined range.

4. A turbocharger control method for controlling a driv-
ing of a turbocharger which uses the turbocharger
control system according to claim 1, the method
comprising:

comparing, by the pressure comparator, a dif-
ference between the scavenging pressure and
the target scavenging pressure at predeter-
mined time intervals;
when the engine accelerates, assisting a driving
of the turbocharger by the main command unit
which issues a command for the rotational
speed of the motor to accelerate during a period
when the scavenging pressure is lower than the
target scavenging pressure; and
when the engine decelerates, dampening the
driving of the turbocharger by the main com-

mand unit which issues a command to the gen-
erator to charge the power storage device during
a period when the scavenging pressure is great-
er than the target scavenging pressure.

5. A turbocharger control method for controlling a driv-
ing of a turbocharger which uses the turbocharger
control system according to claim 2, the method
comprising:

comparing, by the first comparator, the first ex-
haust air temperature and the upper limit tem-
perature at predetermined time intervals;
accelerating, by the auxiliary command unit, a
rotational speed of the motor by an amount of
acceleration commanded when the difference
between the first exhaust gas temperature and
the upper limit temperature is within a predeter-
mined range; and accelerating the rotational
speed of the motor by adding together the
amount of acceleration commanded by the main
command unit and the amount of acceleration
commanded by the auxiliary command unit,
when the difference between the first exhaust
gas temperature and the upper limit temperature
is within a predetermined range, and when the
scavenging pressure is lower than the target
scavenging pressure.

6. A turbocharger control method for controlling a driv-
ing of a turbocharger which uses the turbocharger
control system according to claim 3, the method
comprising:

comparing, by the second temperature compa-
rator, the difference between the first exhaust
gas temperature and the target first exhaust gas
temperature and the difference between the
second exhaust gas temperature and the target
second exhaust gas temperature at predeter-
mined time intervals; and
issuing, by the STOP command unit, a com-
mand to stop driving the motor or the generator
when the temperature differences computed by
the second temperature comparator both con-
tinue to stay within a predetermined range for a
specified amount of time.
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