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(54) Vehicle with part time four-wheel-drive

(57) A part time four-wheel-drive vehicle includes a
first driving force transmission system and a second driv-
ing force transmission system. A control device controls
the second driving force transmission system. The con-
trol device includes a road surface state determination
section (S19) that determines whether a coefficient of
friction of a road surface is equal to or higher than a pre-
determined value based on an index value regarding the
coefficient of friction of the road surface, controls a dog
clutch such that the dog clutch is engaged irrespective
of the index value regarding the coefficient of friction of
the road surface (S11) when an ignition switch is brought
into the on-state (S10), and when the ignition switch is
in the on state, the control device controls the dog clutch
such that the dog clutch is brought into the disengaged
state (S21) when it is determined that the coefficient of
friction of the road surface is equal to or higher than the
predetermined value S(19).
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The invention relates to a four-wheel-drive ve-
hicle.

2. Description of Related Art

[0002] There has been conventionally known a four-
wheel-drive vehicle in which driving force is always trans-
mitted from a drive source (engine) to a pair of right and
left main drive wheels (front wheels) and driving force is
transmitted from the drive source to a pair of right and
left auxiliary drive wheels (rear wheels) via a plurality of
clutches (refer to Japanese Patent Application Publica-
tion No. 2012-61923 (JP 2012-61923 A)).
[0003] In the four-wheel-drive vehicle described in JP
2012-61923 A, a dog clutch is arranged between the drive
source and a propeller shaft, which transmits driving
force in the longitudinal direction of the vehicle. In addi-
tion, in the four-wheel-drive vehicle, a multi-disc clutch
is arranged between the auxiliary drive wheels and a dif-
ferential unit on the auxiliary drive wheel side, to which
the driving force is transmitted through the propeller
shaft. When the vehicle travels in a two-wheel-drive
mode where the driving force is transmitted only to the
main drive wheels, transmission of the driving force by
the dog clutch and the multi-disc clutch is interrupted to
suppress the rotation of the propeller shaft and the rota-
tion of a differential case of the differential unit on the
auxiliary drive wheel side. Thus, travel resistance (friction
loss) is reduced and thereby fuel efficiency is improved.
[0004] In the four-wheel-drive vehicle described in JP
2012-61923 A, if the main drive wheels slip at the time
when the vehicle starts in the two-wheel drive mode, it
may not be possible to shift the vehicle into the four-
wheel-drive mode because recessed portions and pro-
jected portions in the dog clutch cannot be engaged with
each other. Therefore, there is provided a control device
that controls the dog clutch such that the recessed por-
tions and the projected portions are engaged with each
other in advance before the vehicle starts when it is de-
termined that the coefficient of friction of a road surface
is low.
[0005] Such a four-wheel-drive vehicle may be started
immediately after the drive source is actuated in re-
sponse to a driver’s operation of an ignition switch. In
such a case, because the vehicle starts before the control
device determines whether the coefficient of friction of
the road surface is low, the dog clutch cannot be engaged
before the vehicle starts. Therefore, when the main drive
wheels slip, it may not be possible to converge the slip
of the main drive wheels by shifting the vehicle into the
four-wheel drive mode. The four-wheel-drive vehicle de-
scribed in JP 2012-61923 A still has room for improve-

ment in this respect.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] One object of the invention is to provide a four-
wheel-drive vehicle configured such that a dog clutch in
a driving force transmission system is reliably engaged
before the vehicle starts.
[0007] An aspect of the invention relates to a four-
wheel-drive vehicle including: a drive source that gener-
ates driving force for a vehicle; a first driving force trans-
mission system that transmits the driving force to main
drive wheels; a second driving force transmission system
that transmits the driving force to auxiliary drive wheels;
an operation receiving device that receives a starting op-
eration for starting the drive source; and a control device
that controls the second driving force transmission sys-
tem. The second driving force transmission system in-
cludes a dog clutch that transmits the driving force when
a recessed portion and a projected portion of the dog
clutch are engaged with each other, and a driving force
transmission device that is able to continuously adjust
the driving force to be transmitted. The control device
includes a road surface state determination section that
determines whether a coefficient of friction of a road sur-
face is equal to or higher than a predetermined value
based on an index value regarding the coefficient of fric-
tion of the road surface, controls the dog clutch such that
the recessed portion and the projected portion are en-
gaged each other irrespective of the index value regard-
ing the coefficient of friction of the road surface when the
operation receiving device receives the starting opera-
tion, and controls the dog clutch such that engagement
between the recessed portion and the projected portion
is cancelled when the road surface state determination
section determines that the coefficient of friction of the
road surface is equal to or higher than the predetermined
value.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008] The foregoing and further features and advan-
tages of the invention will become apparent from the fol-
lowing description of example embodiments with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, wherein like numer-
als are used to represent like elements and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a schematic view illustrating an example of
the configuration of a four-wheel-drive vehicle ac-
cording to an embodiment of the invention;
FIG. 2 is a sectional view illustrating an example of
the configuration of a driving force transmission de-
vice and its surroundings;
FIG. 3A is a sectional view illustrating an example
of the configuration of a dog clutch and its surround-
ings;
FIG. 3B is an explanatory view schematically illus-
trating engagement portions of the dog clutch in a
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disengaged state; and
FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a pro-
cedure executed by a control unit of an ECU, which
serves as a road surface state determination section
and a control section.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0009] FIG. 1 is a schematic view illustrating an exam-
ple of the configuration of a four-wheel-drive vehicle 100
according to an embodiment of the invention. The four-
wheel-drive vehicle 100 includes an ignition switch 101,
an engine 102, a transmission 103, a pair of right and left
front wheels 104R, 104L, a pair of right and left rear
wheels 105R, 105L, a first driving force transmission sys-
tem 106, and a second driving force transmission system
107. The engine 102 is started in response to an opera-
tion of the ignition switch 101. The transmission 103 is a
shifting device that changes the speed of rotation output
from the engine 102. The first driving force transmission
system 106 transmits the driving force output from the
engine 102 to the front wheels 104R, 104L. The second
driving force transmission system 107 transmits the driv-
ing force output from the engine 102 to the rear wheels
105R, 105L. The front wheels 104R, 104L are main drive
wheels to which the driving force is always transmitted
from the engine 102 while the four-wheel-drive vehicle
100 is travelling. The rear wheels 105R, 105L are auxil-
iary drive wheels to which a required torque is transmitted
depending on a travelling state.
[0010] The ignition switch 101 is turned on when a driv-
er turns a key. The ignition switch 101 is an example of
an operation receiving device that receives a starting op-
eration (turning of the key) that the driver of the four-
wheel-drive vehicle 100 performs in order to start the
engine 102. The engine 102 is an example of a drive
source that generates a driving force for causing the four-
wheel-drive vehicle 100 to travel by burning liquid fuel.
As the drive source, an electric motor may be provided
in addition to the engine 102. Alternatively, the electric
motor may be used as a single drive source. As the op-
eration receiving device, a pushbutton switch may be
used.
[0011] The first driving force transmission system 106
includes a front differential 120 and drive shafts 114R,
114L. The drive shafts 114R, 114L transmit the torque
output from the front differential 120 to the right and left
front wheels 104R, 104L, respectively. The second driv-
ing force transmission system 107 includes a dog clutch
130, a propeller shaft 140, a rear differential 150, and a
driving force transmission device 160.
[0012] The front differential 120 includes a differential
case 20, a pinion shaft 21, a pair of pinion gears 22, and
a pair of side gears 23R, 23L. The differential case 20 is
rotated by the torque output from the transmission 103.
The pinion shaft 21 is held by the differential case 20.
The pinion gears 22 are rotatably supported by the pinion
shaft 21. The side gears 23R, 23L mesh with the pinion

gears 22 with their gear axes orthogonal to the gear axes
of the pinion gears 22. The front differential 120 is con-
figured to distribute torque to the left front wheel 104L
such that the torque is transmitted from the left side gear
23L to the left front wheel 104L via the left drive shaft
114L. The front differential 120 is configured to distribute
torque to the right front wheel 104R such that the torque
is transmitted from the right side gear 23R to the right
front wheel 104R via the right drive shaft 114R.
[0013] The dog clutch 130 includes a first tooth portion
31, a second tooth portion 32, and a tubular sleeve 33.
The first tooth portion 31 is fixed to an outer peripheral
portion of the differential case 20 of the front differential
120 so as to be non-rotatable relative to the differential
case 20. The second tooth portion 32 is fixed to a ring
gear 41 a (described later) so as to be non-rotatable rel-
ative to the ring gear 41 a. The sleeve 33 is allowed to
be advanced and retracted along the direction of a rota-
tion axis of the differential case 20. The dog clutch 130
is configured such that the movement of the tubular
sleeve 33 along one direction connects the first tooth
portion 31 and the second tooth portion 32 to each other
so that torque is transmittable therebetween, and the
movement of the tubular sleeve 33 along the other direc-
tion disconnects the first tooth portion 31 and the second
tooth portion 32 from each other. The detailed configu-
ration of the dog clutch 130 will be described later.
[0014] A first gear mechanism 41 including the ring
gear 41 a and a pinion gear 41b is provided on the front-
wheel side of the propeller shaft 140. The ring gear 41a
is formed of a bevel gear that rotates together with the
second tooth portion 32 of the dog clutch 130. The pinion
gear 41b is formed of a bevel gear that meshes with the
ring gear 41a and that is fixed to one end of the propeller
shaft 140.
[0015] A second gear mechanism 42 including a ring
gear 42a and a pinion gear 42b is provided on the rear-
wheel side of the propeller shaft 140. The ring gear 42a
is a bevel gear fixed to a differential case 50 of the rear
differential 150. The pinion gear 42b is formed of a bevel
gear that meshes with the ring gear 42a and that is fixed
to the other end of the propeller shaft 140.
[0016] The rear differential 150 includes the differential
case 50, a pinion shaft 51, a pair of pinion gears 52, and
a pair of side gears 53R, 53L. The differential case 50 is
rotated by the torque transmitted via the propeller shaft
140. The pinion shaft 51 is held by the differential case
50. The pinion gears 52 are rotatably supported by the
pinion shaft 51. The side gears 53R, 53L mesh with the
pinion gears 52 with their gear axes orthogonal to the
gear axes of the pinion gears 52. The left side gear 53L
is connected to an intermediate shaft 54 arranged be-
tween the left side gear 53L and the driving force trans-
mission device 160 so as to be non-rotatable relative to
the intermediate shaft 54. The right side gear 53R is con-
nected to a right drive shaft 115R so as to rotate at the
same velocity as the right drive shaft 115R.
[0017] The driving force transmission device 160 in-
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cludes a multi-disc clutch 7 and a pressing mechanism
8. The pressing mechanism 8 presses the multi-disc
clutch 7 with a variable pressing force. The driving force
transmission device 160 is configured so as to transmit
a torque corresponding to the pressing force with which
the pressing mechanism 8 presses the multi-disc clutch
7, from the intermediate shaft 54 to the left drive shaft
115L side. The detailed configuration of the driving force
transmission device 160 will be described later.
[0018] The four-wheel-drive vehicle 100 includes an
electronic control unit (ECU) 9 as a control device that
controls the second driving force transmission system
107. The ECU 9 is able to obtain values output from a
coolant temperature sensor 901, an oil temperature sen-
sor 902, an ambient temperature sensor 903, a first ro-
tational speed sensor 904, and a second rotational speed
sensor 905 via an in-vehicle communication network
(controller area network (CAN)) (not shown). The coolant
temperature sensor 901 detects a temperature of the
coolant in the engine102. The oil temperature sensor 902
detects a temperature of the oil in the transmission 103.
The ambient temperature sensor 903 detects an ambient
temperature. The first rotational speed sensor 904 de-
tects a rotational speed of the differential case 20 of the
front differential 120. The second rotational speed sensor
905 detects a rotational speed of the ring gear 41a of the
first gear mechanism 41. The ECU is able to obtain a
vehicle speed, rotational speeds of the front wheels
104R, 104L and the rear wheels 105R, 105L, information
output from a steering device (not shown), and the like
via the in-vehicle communication network. Moreover, a
drive circuit 93 that outputs a current for driving the press-
ing mechanism 8 of the driving force transmission device
160 is connected to the ECU 9.
[0019] The ECU 9 includes a storage unit 91 and a
control unit 92. The storage unit 91 is formed of storage
elements, such as a read only memory (ROM) and a
random access memory (RAM). The control unit 92 is
formed of a central processing unit (CPU) that operates
according to a control program 910 stored in the storage
unit 91. As the control unit 92 operates according to the
control program 910, the control unit functions as a road
surface state determination section 921 that determines
the coefficient of friction of a road surface on the basis
of an index value regarding the coefficient of friction of
the road surface, and functions as a control section 922
that controls the dog clutch 130 and the driving force
transmission device 160.
[0020] The drive circuit 93 receives a control signal
from the ECU 9 (control section 922), and supplies a
current to a magnet coil (described later) that constitutes
the pressing mechanism 8. The drive circuit 93 includes
a current output circuit that outputs a current, for example,
under pulse width modulation (PWM) control, and is able
to continuously adjust the amount of a current that is sup-
plied to the pressing mechanism 8 to a value according
to the control signal from the ECU 9.
[0021] With the above-described configuration, the

first driving force transmission system 106 distributes
torque to the front wheels 104R, 104L such that the
torque is transmitted from the side gears 23R, 23L of the
front differential 120 to the front wheels 104R, 104L via
the right and left drive shafts 114R, 114L. The second
driving force transmission system 107 distributes torque
to the rear wheels 115R, 115L such that the torque is
transmitted from the differential case 20 of the front dif-
ferential 120 via the dog clutch 130, the first gear mech-
anism 41, the propeller shaft 140, the second gear mech-
anism 42, and the rear differential 150 to the left rear
wheel 105L through the left drive shaft 115L with the driv-
ing force transmission device 160 interposed between
the rear differential 150 and the left drive shaft 115L, and
to the right rear wheel 105R through the right drive shaft
115R.
[0022] FIG. 2 is a sectional view illustrating an example
of the configuration of the driving force transmission de-
vice 160 and its surroundings. The driving force trans-
mission device 160 is housed in a differential carrier 151
together with the rear differential 150. The driving force
transmission device 160 includes a bottomed cylindrical
outer housing 60 that is connected to the intermediate
shaft 54 so as to be non-rotatable relative to the interme-
diate shaft 54. The multi-disc clutch 7 and the pressing
mechanism 8 are arranged inside the outer housing 60.
[0023] The outer housing 60 is connected, at an outer
peripheral face of its bottom portion, to a flange 54a of
the intermediate shaft 54 so as to rotate together with
the intermediate shaft 54. Further, a spline portion 60a
having a plurality of spline teeth extending in the axial
direction is formed in an inner peripheral face of a cylin-
drical portion of the outer housing 60, and an open end
portion of the outer housing 60 is blocked by an annular
rear housing 61.
[0024] The rear housing 61 has a first element 61 a, a
ring-shaped second element 61 b, and a third element
61 c. The first element 61a is made of a magnetic material
fixed to an opening portion of the outer housing 60 by
fixing means, such as screwing or welding, so as to be
non-rotatable relative to the outer housing 60. The sec-
ond element 61b is made of a nonmagnetic material fixed
to an inner side portion of the first element 61a. The third
element 61 c is made of a magnetic material fixed to an
inner side portion of the second element 61b.
[0025] A cylindrical inner shaft 64 supported so as to
be coaxial with the outer housing 60 and rotatable relative
to the outer housing 60 is arranged radially inward of the
outer housing 60. A spline portion 64a having a plurality
of spline teeth extending in the axial direction is formed
in an outer peripheral face of the inner shaft 64, within a
region that faces the spline portion 60a of the outer hous-
ing 60. Further, a columnar member 56 having an outer
ring 56a of a constant-velocity joint, to which one end of
the left drive shaft 115L (illustrated in FIG. 1) is oscillat-
ably connected, is spline-fitted to an inner peripheral face
of the inner shaft 64 so as to be non-rotatable relative to
the inner shaft 64.
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[0026] The multi-disc clutch 7 is configured such that
a plurality of annular outer clutch plates 71 and a plurality
of annular inner clutch plates 72 are alternately arranged
in the axial direction. A plurality of projections that engage
with the spline portion 60a of the outer housing 60 is
formed on an outer peripheral edge of each output clutch
plate 71. Further, a plurality of projections that engage
with the spline portion 64a of the inner shaft 64 is formed
on an inner peripheral edge of each of the inner clutch
plates 72. With this configuration, the rotation of the outer
clutch plates 71 relative to the outer housing 60 and the
rotation of the inner clutch plates 72 relative to the inner
shaft 64 are restricted, and the outer clutch plates 71 and
the inner clutch plates 72 are movable relative to the outer
housing 60 and the inner shaft 64 in the axial direction,
respectively.
[0027] The pressing mechanism 8 is arranged next to
the multi-disc clutch 7 in the axial direction. The pressing
mechanism 8 includes a magnet coil 80, a yoke 81, an
annular first cam member 82, an annular second cam
member 84, and spherical cam followers 83. The yoke
81 is made of a magnetic material that supports the mag-
net coil 80. The second cam member 84 is arranged so
as to face the first cam member 82. The cam followers
83 are interposed between the first cam member 82 and
the second cam member 84.
[0028] The magnet coil 80 is arranged such that the
rear housing 61 is interposed between the magnet coil
80 and the first cam member 82. The magnet coil 80 is
configured such that the first cam member 82 is attracted
toward the rear housing 61 by a magnetic force generated
upon energization of the magnet coil 80.
[0029] The second cam member 84 is arranged such
that one axial side surface thereof faces the inner clutch
plate 72 that is closest to the pressing mechanism 8
among the inner clutch plates 72 of the multi-disc clutch
7. The second cam member 84 has a plurality of projec-
tions that engage with the spline portion 64a of the inner
shaft 64, at a portion of its inner peripheral face. The
rotation of the second cam member 84 relative to the
inner shaft 64 is restricted, and the second cam member
84 is movable relative to the inner shaft 64 in the axial
direction.
[0030] Opposed faces of the first cam member 82 and
the second cam member 84 have cam faces formed of
inclined surfaces that are formed such that the depth
thereof in the axial direction changes along the circum-
ferential direction. A plurality of rolling elements (cam fol-
lowers) 83 are arranged so as to roll along the cam faces
of the first cam member 82 and the second cam member
84. Further, the first cam member 82 is urged by a disc
spring 85 and the second cam member 84 is urged by a
disc spring 86 so as to approach each other.
[0031] With the above-described configuration, when
the first cam member 82 frictionally slides on the rear
housing 61 due to the magnetic force of the magnet coil
80, the first cam member 82 receives a rotative force
from the rear housing 61 and the first cam member 82

and the second cam member 84 are rotated relative each
other by the rotative force. A thrust in the axial direction
is generated as the rolling elements 83 are rolled on the
cam faces of the first cam member 82 and the second
cam member 84 by the relative rotation, and the second
cam member 84 that receives the thrust presses the mul-
ti-disc clutch 7.
[0032] Because the rotative force that the first cam
member 82 receives from the rear housing 61 changes
on the basis of the magnitude of the magnetic force of
the magnet coil 80, the pressing force for pressing the
multi-disc clutch 7 can be adjusted by controlling a current
that is supplied to the magnet coil 80, and consequently,
the torque transmitted via the multi-disc clutch 7 can be
adjusted. That is, the multi-disc clutch 7 is able to con-
tinuously adjust the driving force that is transmitted to-
ward the rear wheels 105R, 105L in multiple stages or
without stage.
[0033] If energization to the magnet coil 80 is can-
celled, the first cam member 82 is separated from the
rear housing 61 by the spring force of the disc spring 85
and the first cam member 82 no longer receives a rotative
force with which the first cam member rotates relative to
the second cam member 84. Thus, the thrust in the axial
direction disappears and the second cam member 84 is
moved in a direction away from the multi-disc clutch 7 by
the spring force of the disc spring 86.
[0034] With the above-described configuration, the
driving force transmitted to the left side gear 53L of the
rear differential 150 is adjusted by the driving force trans-
mission device 160, which allows or interrupts transmis-
sion of the driving force, and is then transmitted to the
left rear wheel 105L via the columnar member 56 and
the left drive shaft 115L. In addition, the driving force
transmitted to the right side gear 53R of the rear differ-
ential 150 is transmitted to the right rear wheel 105R via
a columnar member 55, which is connected to the side
gear 53R so as to be non-rotatable relative to the side
gear 53R, and the right drive shaft 115R oscillatably con-
nected to an outer ring 55a of a constant-velocity joint
provided at one end of the columnar member 55.
[0035] FIG. 3A is a sectional view illustrating an exam-
ple of the configuration of the dog clutch 130 and its sur-
roundings. FIG. 3B is an explanatory view schematically
illustrating engagement portions of the dog clutch 130 in
a disengaged state.
[0036] The dog clutch 130 includes the first tooth por-
tion 31, the second tooth portion 32, the tubular sleeve
33, and an actuator 30, as described above. The first
tooth portion 31 is fixed to the differential case 20 of the
front differential 120 so as to be non-rotatable relative to
the differential case 20. The second tooth portion 32 is
fixed to the ring gear 41 a so as to be non-rotatable rel-
ative to the ring gear 41 a. The sleeve 33 is able to be
advanced and retracted along the direction of the rotation
axis of the differential case 20. The actuator 30 advances
and retracts the sleeve 33. The actuator 30 is formed of,
for example, an electromagnetic actuator in which a mov-
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able core is moved by a magnetic force generated upon
energization of an exciting coil.
[0037] The first tooth portion 31 is an annular member.
The drive shaft 114R connected to the right front wheel
104R is passed through the first tooth portion 31 so as
to be located radially inward of the first tooth portion 31.
A plurality of spline teeth 31a extending along a rotation
axis O of the differential case 20 is formed on an outer
peripheral face of the first tooth portion 31.
[0038] The second tooth portion 32 is a tubular mem-
ber. The drive shaft 114R is passed through the second
tooth portion 32 so as to be located radially inward of the
second tooth portion 32. The second tooth portion 32 is
rotatable relative to the first tooth portion 31 on the same
axis. A plurality of spline teeth 32a extending along the
rotation axis O of the differential case 20 is formed on an
outer peripheral face of the second tooth portion 32.
[0039] The sleeve 33 is a tubular connecting member
that is arranged radially outward of the first tooth portion
31 and the second tooth portion 32, and that is supported
so as to be movable in the axial direction on the same
axis as the first tooth portion 31 and the second tooth
portion 32. A plurality of spline teeth 33a engageable with
the spline teeth 31a of the first tooth portion 31 and the
spline teeth 32a of the second tooth portion 32 is formed
on an inner peripheral face of the sleeve 33. Recessed
portions 33c, with which the spline teeth 31a, 32a serving
as projected portions are engaged, are formed between
the spline teeth 33a that are adjacent to each other. The
dog clutch 130 transmits driving force when the spline
teeth 31a, 32a are engaged with the recessed portions
33c.
[0040] Further, an engagement recess 33b is formed
in an outer peripheral face of the sleeve 33. The engage-
ment recess 33b is formed in an annular shape so as to
extend along the circumferential direction of the sleeve
33. One end portion of a moving member 34 that moves
the sleeve 33 in the axial direction is slidably engaged
with the engagement recess 33b. The other end portion
of the moving member 34 is fitted to a shaft 30a of the
actuator 30. The actuator 30 advances and retracts the
shaft 30a in a direction parallel to the rotation axis O of
the differential case 20 according to a control signal from
the ECU 9 (illustrated in FIG. 1), and accordingly the mov-
ing member 34 and the sleeve 33 are moved in the axial
direction along the rotation axis O.
[0041] The first tooth portion 31 and the second tooth
portion 32 are rotatable relative to each other when the
dog clutch 130 is in the disengaged state where the spline
teeth 33a of the sleeve 33 are engaged with the spline
teeth 32a of the second tooth portion 32 but are not en-
gaged with the spline teeth 31a of the first tooth portion
31. The first tooth portion 31 and second tooth portion
32 are connected to each other so as to be non-rotatable
relative to each other when the dog clutch 130 is in the
engaged state where the spline teeth 33a of the sleeve
33 are engaged with both the spline teeth 31a of the first
tooth portion 31 and the spline teeth 32a of the second

tooth portion 32.
[0042] When the four-wheel-drive vehicle 100 is trav-
elling in the four-wheel-drive mode, the magnet coil 80
is energized to allow torque transmission by the driving
force transmission device 160, and the sleeve 33 of the
dog clutch 130 is engaged with both the first tooth portion
31 and the second tooth portion 32 of the dog clutch 130
to connect the differential case 20 of the front differential
120 and the propeller shaft 140 to each other. Thus, the
torque is transmitted from the engine 102 to the front
wheels 104R, 104L and the rear wheels 105R, 105L.
[0043] On the other hand, when the four-wheel-drive
vehicle 100 is travelling in the two-wheel-drive mode, en-
ergization of the magnet coil 80 is stopped to interrupt
transmission of the driving force by me driving force trans-
mission device 160, and the connection between the dif-
ferential case 20 and the propeller shaft 140 by the dog
clutch 130 is cancelled. By interrupting the transmission
of driving force by the driving force transmission device
160, the connection between the drive shaft 115L of the
left rear wheel 105L and the intermediate shaft 54 is can-
celled, and accordingly, the driving force is no longer
transmitted to the right rear wheel 105R. This is based
on the general characteristic of a differential unit that,
when one of output shafts rotates at idle, torque is no
longer transmitted to the other one of the output shafts.
[0044] As described above, when the four-wheel-drive
vehicle 100 is travelling in the two-wheel-drive mode, the
transmission of torque by the driving force transmission
system 106 is interrupted on the upstream side (engine
102 side) and on the downstream side (the rear wheel
105R, 105L side) of the propeller shaft 140, the rotations
of the propeller shaft 140 and the differential case 50 of
the rear differential 150 connected to the propeller shaft
140 with respect to a vehicle body are stopped. This re-
duces the travel resistance of the four-wheel-drive vehi-
cle 100 caused by the rotational resistance of the pro-
peller shaft 140 and the stirring resistance of lubricating
oil by the ring gears 41a, 42a.
[0045] When the four-wheel-drive vehicle 100 is shift-
ed from the two-wheel-drive mode to the four-wheel-drive
mode, first, the amount of current that is supplied to the
magnet coil 80 is gradually increased to allow the driving
force transmission device 160 to transmit the torque of
the rear wheels 105R, 105L to the propeller shaft 140,
and thus the propeller shaft 140 is rotated. Then, the
rotational speed of the propeller shaft 140 increases.
When the difference between the rotational speed of the
differential case 20 of the front differential 120, which is
detected by the first rotational speed sensor 904, and the
rotational speed of the ring gear 41 a of the first gear
mechanism 41, which is detected by the second rotation-
al speed sensor 905, becomes equal to or lower than a
threshold and thus synchronization between the differ-
ential case 20 and the ring gear 41a is completed, the
dog clutch 130 is engaged.
[0046] On the other hand, when the four-wheel-drive
vehicle 100 is shifted from the four-wheel-drive mode to
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the two-wheel-drive mode, the amount of current that is
supplied to the magnet coil 80 is gradually reduced to
eliminate torsion of the propeller shaft 140 caused by the
torque transmitted toward the rear wheels 105R, 105L,
and then the dog clutch 130 is disengaged. By switching
the drive mode between the two-wheel-drive mode and
the four-wheel-drive mode as described above, a shock
at the time of switching of the drive mode is suppressed.
[0047] If the coefficient of friction between the wheels
and a road surface is low because the road surface is
wet due to rain or is frozen, or the four-wheel-drive vehicle
100 is travelling on a snowy road, a gravel road, or the
like, a slip, which is a phenomenon in which the wheels
spin out, is likely to occur when the four-wheel-drive ve-
hicle 100 starts. Such a slip is more likely to occur in the
two-wheel-drive mode where driving force is transmitted
only to the front wheels 104R, 104L than in the four-
wheel-drive mode where driving force is transmitted to
the front wheels 104R, 104L and the rear wheels 105R,
105L.
[0048] When a slip has occurred while the four-wheel-
drive vehicle 100 is travelling, the first tooth portion 31
and the second tooth portion 32 of the dog clutch 130
can be synchronized with each other by transmitting the
torque of the rear wheels 105R, 105L to the propeller
shaft 140 via the driving force transmission device 160
as described above and rotating the propeller shaft 140.
However, because the rear wheels 105R, 105L are not
rotating at the time when the four-wheel-drive vehicle 100
starts, it is not possible to synchronize the first tooth por-
tion 31 and the second tooth portion 32 of the dog clutch
130 with each other in the above-described manner. Ac-
cording to the present embodiment, this problem is
solved by executing a control described below.
[0049] FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an example of
a procedure executed by the control unit 92 of the ECU
9, which serves as the road surface state determination
section 921 and the control section 922. Steps S10 to S
15, S20, and S21 among all the steps illustrated in the
flowchart are the processing that the control unit 92 ex-
ecutes as the control section 922. Steps S 16 to S 19 are
the processing that the control unit 92 executes as the
road surface state determination section 921. The control
unit 92 executes the processing illustrated in the flow-
chart in FIG. 4 in predetermined control cycles (for ex-
ample, 100 ms).
[0050] The control unit 92 determines whether the ig-
nition switch 101 is brought into an on-state from an off-
state, that is, whether the ignition switch 101 is switched
to the on-state by a driver after the immediately preceding
processing is executed (Step S10). When it is determined
that the ignition switch 101 is brought into the on-state
(YES in S10), the control unit 92 controls the dog clutch
130 to place the dog clutch 130 into the engaged state
(Step S11). That is, the sleeve 33 is moved toward the
first tooth portion 31 by the actuator 30 of the dog clutch
130, and the first tooth portion 31 and the second tooth
portion 32 are connected to each other so as to be non-

rotatable relative to each other by the sleeve 33.
[0051] When the ignition switch 101 is in the on-state
before the immediately preceding processing is executed
(NO in S10), the control unit 92 determines whether the
second driving force transmission system 107 is in a con-
nection mode (Step S12). The connection mode means
that the dog clutch 130 is in the engaged state. When it
is determined that the second driving force transmission
system 107 is not in the connection mode (NO in S12),
the control unit 92 determines whether the drive mode
needs to be the four-wheel-drive mode (Step S13). The
determination may be made on the basis of, for example,
the state of a selector switch for switching the drive mode
between the two-wheel-drive mode and the four-wheel-
drive mode, which is operated by the driver, the rotational
speed difference between the front wheels 104R, 104L
and rear wheels 105R, 105L (difference between the av-
erage rotational speed of the front wheels 104R, 104L,
and the average rotational speed of the rear wheels
105R, 105L), the accelerator operation amount, or the
like. When it is determined that the drive mode needs to
be the four-wheel-drive mode (YES in S13), the process-
ing in step S11 is executed, whereas when it is deter-
mined that the drive mode need not be the four-wheel-
drive mode (NO in S13), the processing in the flowchart
illustrated in FIG. 4 is ended without executing the
processing in step S11.
[0052] On the other hand, when it is determined that
the second driving force transmission system 107 is in
the connection mode (YES in S12), the control unit 92
determines whether the driving force needs to be trans-
mitted to the rear wheels 105R, 105L, that is, whether
the drive mode needs to be the four-wheel drive mode
(Step S14). The determination may be made in the same
manner as that in the processing of Step S 13. When the
drive mode needs to be the four-wheel drive mode (YES
in S 14), the control unit 92 controls the driving force
transmission device 160 to adjust the driving force that
is transmitted to the rear wheels 105R, 105L (Step S 15).
The control unit 92 controls the driving force transmission
device 160, for example, such that the larger the rota-
tional speed difference between the front wheels 104R,
104L and the rear wheels 105R, 105L is, or the larger
the accelerator operation amount is, the larger the driving
force that is transmitted to the rear wheels 105R, 105L is.
[0053] When it is determined in Step S14 that the drive
mode need not be the four-wheel-drive mode (NO in
S14), the control unit 92 executes the processing in Step
S16 and the following steps. Note that, a case where it
is determined that the drive mode need not be the four-
wheel drive mode means a case where the ignition switch
101 is brought into the on-state from the off-state and
thereby the dog clutch 130 is engaged and brought into
the connection mode in the processing in step S11, but
such a slip that the wheels spin out does not occur, and
there is no problem even if the engagement of the dog
clutch 130 is cancelled.
[0054] In this case, the control unit 92 determines
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whether the engine coolant temperature (temperature of
the engine 102) detected by the coolant temperature sen-
sor 901 is equal to or higher than a predetermined value
(for example, 0°C) (Step S16). When it is determined that
the engine coolant temperature is neither equal to nor
higher than the predetermined value (NO in S16), the
control unit 92 ends the processing in the flowchart illus-
trated in FIG. 4.
[0055] On the other hand, when it is determined that
the engine coolant temperature is equal to or higher than
the predetermined value (YES in S16), the control unit
92 determines whether the oil temperature (temperature
of the transmission 103) of the transmission 103, which
is detected by the oil temperature sensor 902, is equal
to or higher than a predetermined value (for example,
0°C) (Step S 17). When it is determined that the oil tem-
perature of the transmission 103 is neither equal to nor
higher than the predetermined value (NO in S 17), the
control unit 92 ends the processing in the flowchart illus-
trated in FIG. 4.
[0056] On the other hand, when it is determined that
the oil temperature of the transmission 103 is equal to or
higher than the predetermined value (YES in S 17), the
control unit 92 determines whether the oil temperature
(temperature of the second driving force transmission
system 107) of the rear differential 150 is equal to or
higher than a predetermined value (for example, 0°C)
(Step S 18). Although the oil temperature of the rear dif-
ferential 150 may be obtained on the basis of the value
detected by, for example, a temperature sensor provided
near the rear differential 150, the oil temperature may be
obtained by calculation executed on the basis of, for ex-
ample, an integrated value of the driving force transmitted
by the driving force transmission device 160. When it is
determined that the oil temperature of the rear differential
150 is neither equal to nor higher than the predetermined
value (NO in S 18), the control unit 92 ends the processing
in the flowchart illustrated in FIG. 4.
[0057] On the other hand, when it is determined that
the oil temperature of the rear differential 150 is equal to
or higher than the predetermined value (YES in S 18),
the control unit 92 calculates an estimate of the coefficient
of friction of a road surface on the basis of, for example,
the rotational speed difference between the front wheels
104R, 104L and the rear wheels 105R, 105L, the steered
angle of the front wheels 104R, 104L, or the like, and
determines whether the estimate is equal to or higher
than a predetermined value (Step S 19). That is, when
the rotational speed difference between the front wheels
104R, 104L and the rear wheels 105R, 105L is larger
than a value corresponding to the steered angle by a
predetermined amount, it is considered that a slip has
occurred between the front wheels 104R, 104L or the
rear wheels 105R, 105L, and the road surface. Therefore,
the coefficient of friction of the road surface is estimated
on the basis of the rotational speed difference. Note that,
the predetermined value in Step S19 is a value of the
coefficient of friction of the road surface, at which the

possibility that the front wheels 104R, 104L or the rear
wheels 105R, 105L will slip (spin out) is considered to be
low. In addition, the estimate of the coefficient of friction
in Step 19 may be acquired from a steering device that
steers the front wheels 104R, 104L. That is, if a reaction
force when the front wheels 104R, 104L, which are
steered wheels, are steered is small, it is considered that
a slip has occurred between the front wheels 104R, 104L
and the road surface. Therefore, the coefficient of friction
of the road surface is estimated on the basis of the steer-
ing reaction force. When it is determined that the estimate
of the coefficient of friction of the road surface is neither
equal to nor higher than the predetermined value (NO in
S 19), the control unit 92 ends the processing in the flow-
chart illustrated in FIG. 4.
[0058] On the other hand, when it is determined that
the estimate of the coefficient of friction of the road sur-
face is equal to or higher than the predetermined value
(YES in S19), the control unit 92 determines whether the
vehicle speed of the four-wheel-drive vehicle 100 is equal
to or higher than a predetermined value (Step S20). The
predetermined value is a vehicle speed at which the four-
wheel-drive vehicle 100 can be determined to have come
out of the starting state, and for example, 20 km/h may
be set as the predetermined value in Step S20. When it
is determined that the vehicle speed is neither equal to
nor higher than the predetermined value (NO in Step
S20), the control unit 92 ends the processing in the flow-
chart illustrated in FIG. 4.
[0059] On the other hand, when it is determined that
the vehicle speed is equal to or higher than the prede-
termined value (YES in Step S20), the control unit 92
controls the dog clutch 130 to place the dog clutch 130
into the disengaged state (Step S21). That is, the sleeve
33 is moved toward the second tooth portion 32 by the
actuator 30 of the dog clutch 130, and the connection
between the first tooth portion 31 and the second tooth
portion 32 by the sleeve 33 is cancelled. This allows the
second driving force transmission system 107 to shift
from the connection mode to a disconnection mode.
[0060] Note that, it is desirable that the predetermined
values in the processing in steps S 16 to S 18 be set to
be within a range of temperatures (for example, from -5°C
to 5°C) at which there is a possibility that the road surface
may be frozen. That is, the control unit 92 determines
whether there is a possibility that the road surface is fro-
zen, that is, whether the coefficient of friction of the road
surface is equal to or higher than a predetermined value,
on the basis of the engine coolant temperature, the trans-
mission oil temperature, and the rear differential oil tem-
perature. The values, such as the engine coolant tem-
perature, the transmission oil temperature, and the rear
differential oil temperature in Steps S16 to S 18, and the
rotational speed difference between the front wheels
104R, 104L and the rear wheels 105R, 105L, which is
used to calculate the estimate of the coefficient of friction
in Step S 19, are examples of index values regarding the
coefficient of friction of the road surface.
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[0061] As described above, the control unit 92 controls
the dog clutch 130 to bring the dog clutch 130 into the
engaged state irrespective of the index values regarding
the coefficient of friction of the road surface when the
ignition switch 101 is operated into the on-state, and con-
trols the dog clutch 130 to bring the dog clutch 130 into
the disengaged state when it is determined by the
processing in steps S16 to S19, that the coefficient of
friction of the road surface is equal to or higher than the
predetermined value. In addition, the control unit 92 con-
trols the dog clutch 130 to bring the dog clutch 130 into
the disengaged state on the condition that the vehicle
speed is equal to or higher than the predetermined value.
[0062] According to the present embodiment, when the
ignition switch 101 is operated into the on-state, the dog
clutch 130 is immediately brought into the engaged state.
Thus, if a slip occurs in the front wheels 104R, 104L even
when the four-wheel-drive vehicle 100 starts immediately
after starting of the engine 102, it is possible to rapidly
distribute driving force to the rear wheels 105R, 105L by
controlling the driving force transmission device 160.
That is, when the four-wheel-drive vehicle 100 starts in
the disconnection mode, that is, the disengaged state in
which the dog clutch 130 is disengaged, and a slip occurs
in the front wheels 104R, 104L, driving force cannot be
distributed to the rear wheels 105R, 105L unless the dog
clutch 130 is brought into the engaged state. However,
when the front wheels 104R, 104L slip, the rotational
speed difference between the front wheels 104R, 104L
and the rear wheels 105R, 105L is large, the rotation of
the first tooth portion 31 and the rotation of the second
tooth portion 32 in the dog clutch 130 are not synchro-
nized with each other, and the first tooth portion 31 and
the second tooth portion 32 cannot be connected to each
other by the sleeve 33. However, in the present embod-
iment, the four-wheel-drive vehicle 100 is allowed to start
in the engaged state where the dog clutch 130 is en-
gaged. Thus, it is possible to quickly converge the slip at
the starting of the four-wheel-drive vehicle 100.
[0063] In addition, the dog clutch 130 is brought into
the disengaged state on the condition that the vehicle
speed is equal to or higher than the predetermined value.
Thus, after the four-wheel-drive vehicle 100 comes out
of the starting state, that is, a state where the first tooth
portion 31 and the second tooth portion 32 in the dog
clutch 130 are easily synchronized with each other is
achieved, the second driving force transmission system
107 is brought into the disconnection mode. This im-
proves the travelling stability of the four-wheel-drive ve-
hicle 100.
[0064] While the example embodiment of the invention
has been described above, the invention is not limited to
the above-described embodiment, and may be imple-
mented in various other modified embodiments within
the scope of the invention. For example, in the above-
described embodiment, the dog clutch 130 is arranged
between the propeller shaft 140 and the differential case
20 of the front differential 120 in the driving force trans-

mission system, and the driving force transmission de-
vice 160 is arranged between the rear differential 150
and the left rear wheel 105L. However, this arrangement
may be inverted. Alternatively, the driving force transmis-
sion device 160 may be arranged between the propeller
shaft 140 and the rear differential 150.
[0065] The processing in at least one of step S16 to
Step S 19 may be omitted. Moreover, a step of ending
the processing in the flowchart illustrated in FIG. 4 when
the value detected by the ambient temperature sensor
903 is neither equal to nor higher than the predetermined
value may be added.
[0066] According to the invention, it is possible to reli-
ably engage the dog clutch in the driving force transmis-
sion system before the vehicle starts.
[0067] A four-wheel-drive vehicle includes a first driv-
ing force transmission system and a second driving force
transmission system. A control device controls the sec-
ond driving force transmission system. The control de-
vice includes a road surface state determination section
that determines whether a coefficient of friction of a road
surface is equal to or higher than a predetermined value
based on an index value regarding the coefficient of fric-
tion of the road surface, controls a dog clutch such that
the dog clutch is engaged irrespective of the index value
regarding the coefficient of friction of the road surface
when an ignition switch is brought into the on-state, and
controls the dog clutch such that the dog clutch is brought
into the disengaged state when it is determined that the
coefficient of friction of the road surface is equal to or
higher than the predetermined value.

Claims

1. A four-wheel-drive vehicle comprising:

a drive source that generates driving force for a
vehicle;
a first driving force transmission system that
transmits the driving force to main drive wheels;
a second driving force transmission system that
transmits the driving force to auxiliary drive
wheels;
an operation receiving device that receives a
starting operation for starting the drive source;
and
a control device that controls the second driving
force transmission system,
wherein the second driving force transmission
system includes a dog clutch that transmits the
driving force when a recessed portion and a pro-
jected portion of the dog clutch are engaged with
each other, and a driving force transmission de-
vice that is able to continuously adjust the driving
force to be transmitted, and
wherein the control device includes a road sur-
face state determination section that determines
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whether a coefficient of friction of a road surface
is equal to or higher than a predetermined value
based on an index value regarding the coeffi-
cient of friction of the road surface, controls the
dog clutch such that the recessed portion and
the projected portion are engaged each other
irrespective of the index value regarding the co-
efficient of friction of the road surface when the
operation receiving device receives the starting
operation, and controls the dog clutch such that
engagement between the recessed portion and
the projected portion is cancelled when the road
surface state determination section determines
that the coefficient of friction of the road surface
is equal to or higher than the predetermined val-
ue.

2. The four-wheel-drive vehicle according to claim 1,
wherein the control device controls the dog clutch
such that the engagement between the recessed
portion and the projected portion is cancelled on con-
dition that a vehicle speed is equal to or higher than
a predetermined value.

3. The four-wheel-drive vehicle according to claim 1 or
2, wherein the index value regarding the coefficient
of friction of the road surface includes at least one
of a temperature of the drive source, a temperature
of a shifting device that changes a speed of rotation
output from the drive source, a temperature of the
second driving force transmission system, a rotation-
al speed difference between the main drive wheels
and the auxiliary drive wheels, and a steering reac-
tion force.
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