
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
1 

76
8 

37
0

B
1

��&������������
(11) EP 1 768 370 B1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
22.06.2011 Bulletin 2011/25

(21) Application number: 06017314.3

(22) Date of filing: 19.08.2006

(51) Int Cl.:
H04M 3/56 (2006.01)

(54) Telephony/conference activity presence state indicating method and system

System und Verfahren zum Anzeigen von Aktivitätsanwesenheit in einer Telefonkonferenz

Système et procédé pour l’affichage de l’état d’une présence d’activité lors d’une conférence 
téléphonique

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC NL PL PT RO SE SI 
SK TR

(30) Priority: 23.09.2005 US 233987

(43) Date of publication of application: 
28.03.2007 Bulletin 2007/13

(73) Proprietor: Alcatel Lucent
75008 Paris (FR)

(72) Inventor: Jachner, Jack
Lexington, MA 02420 (US)

(74) Representative: Schmidt, Werner Karl et al
Alcatel-Lucent Deutschland AG 
Intellectual Property & Standards
70430 Stuttgart (DE)

(56) References cited:  
US-A1- 2005 149 876  



EP 1 768 370 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a presence sys-
tem and method that collects presence information about
one or more activities of a person while they are also
participating in a telephone call (e.g., multi-party confer-
ence call) and then determines a telephony/conference
activity presence state which is used to inform other peo-
ple (watchers) and/or an automated interaction manage-
ment system if the person is an "active participant" or a
"passive participant" in the telephone call.

Description of Related Art

[0002] A main function of a presence system is to im-
prove communications between a watcher (or, caller) and
a presentity (or, callee). In such a system, the commu-
nication efficiency for a specific watcher (or, caller) in
contacting a specific presentity (or, callee) depends on
how much the watcher knows about the real-time status
of the presentity. For example, the watcher may like to
know the following information prior to contacting the pre-
sentity:

• Presence Information:

o Availability: Is the presentity available to be
contacted?
o Activity: What is the current activity of the pre-
sentity?
o Local Time: Is this the right time to contact to
the presentity?
o Devices/Media Types: How I can reach the
presentity?
o More ...

• Communication Preferences:

o What is the presentity’s preferred language?
o What is the presentity’s preferred device?
o What is the presentity’s preferred security
mode/protocol?
o More ...

[0003] This real-time presence information is typically
used by the watcher to make an informed decision as to
whether the presentity is currently available or unavaila-
ble for an interaction (e.g. phone call, IM). One such rel-
evant presence information element indicates whether
the presentity is "on the phone", with the inference that
a person who is on the phone is likely to be occupied and
not available for another interaction. This is often an ad-
equate inference for most one-on-one phone calls, how-
ever in multi-party conference calls and in certain types

of one-on-one phone calls this may not be an adequate
inference.
[0004] For example, if a multi-party conference call is
taking place in a formal business setting, then there is
typically only one or a few participants speaking (termed
active), while the rest of the participants are listening
more or less attentively (termed passive). These passive
participants may be engaged in another activity such as
responding to email, working on their PC, etc ... and may
be available for another interaction. And, if the person
happens to be participating in a one-on-one phone call
where they are simply listing to, for example, an analyst
meeting or a training session, then they may also be avail-
able for another interaction. This is especially true if the
person is engaged in another activity such as responding
to email, working on their PC, etc ... at the same time
they are listening to the analyst meeting or training ses-
sion.
[0005] As can be seen, the current "on the phone" pres-
ence state may be too harsh a indicator if a person hap-
pens to be a passive participant in a telephone call. For
example, if a watcher knows a person is "on the phone"
then they may be reluctant to try and contact that person
even though that person may be able to engage in an-
other interaction like an IM or a second phone (e.g., mo-
bile phone) call while they are also "participating" in the
telephone call.
[0006] The lack of such knowledge about a passive
participant that is taking part in a telephone call can result
in degraded communications satisfaction for a watcher
and the passive participant. This problem is solved by
the present invention.
[0007] In US Patent Application 2005/0149876 Al, a
system and method for collaborative call management
are disclosed. In one embodiment of a method, a graph-
ical user interface (GUI) element may be presented in
connection with a collaborative call. The GUI element
may display a listing of call participants and a status of
each participant. Example participant states may include
an on-call state, an off-call state, a currently speaking
state, a waiting to speak state, and a paused-call state.
In operation, information presented in the GUI element
may charge in response to a status change of a call par-
ticipant. The method may also involve recognizing that
a caller has joined the collaborative call and updating the
GUI element to add the joining caller to the list of partic-
ipants.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0008] The present invention includes a presence sys-
tem and method which inter a person’s level of partici-
pation in a telephone call (e.g., multi-party conference
call, one-on-one telephone call, collaboration session).
In one embodiment, the presence system collects pres-
ence information about one or more activities of a person
while they are also participating in a telephone call. The
presence system aggregates and analyzes the collected
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presence information to determine a telephony/confer-
ence activity presence state which is then published to
watchers and/or an automated interaction management
system in order to inform them if the person happens to
be an "active participant" or a "passive participant" in the
telephone call. The watchers and/or the automated in-
teraction management system can then use this infor-
mation as a guide to determine if the person is likely to
be able to respond to another interaction while that per-
son is also participating in the telephone call. The infer-
ence is that a person who is "passive participant" is sub-
stantially more likely to engage in an IM or even a second
phone interaction with another person (e.g., watcher)
then if that person was an "active participant".

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] A more complete understanding of the present
invention may be obtained by reference to the following
detailed description when taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a block diagram illustrating the basic
components of a presence system that determines
and publishes a telephony/conference activity pres-
ence state which indicates a person’s level of par-
ticipation in a telephone call (e.g., multi-party con-
ference call) in accordance with the present inven-
tion; and
FIGURE 2 is a flowchart of the basic steps of the
method for determining and publishing a telephony/
conference activity presence state which indicates
a person’s level of participation in a telephone call
(e.g., multi-party conference call) in accordance with
the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] Referring to FIGURES 1-2, there are disclosed
a preferred embodiment of a presence system 100 and
a method 200 that are capable of determining and pub-
lishing a telephony/conference activity presence state
107 which indicates a person’s level of participation in a
telephone call (e.g., multi-party conference call). Al-
though the present invention is described herein using
an example where the person 102 is participating in a
multi-party conference call, it should be understood that
the present invention can also be used if the person 102
is participating in a one-on-one telephone call where, for
example, they may be listening to a training session or
an analyst meeting. Moreover, the present invention can
be used if the person 102 is participating in a collaboration
session where, for example, the participants communi-
cate on-line and share information and edit documents
using a whiteboard presentation or a power point pres-
entation. Accordingly, the present invention should not
be construed in a limited manner.
[0011] Referring to FIGURE 1, there is illustrated a ba-

sic diagram of the presence system 100 that is able to
infer the level of participation that a person 102 has in a
multi-party conference call with several other people
104a and 104b (only two shown). The presence system
100 includes a rules engine 105 which is connected to a
presence server 106. Alternatively, the rules engine 105
could be co-located with the presence server 106. In ei-
ther case, the presence server 106 is coupled via multiple
Session Initiation Protocol (SIP) interfaces (for example)
to various connectors 108a, 108b...108f which in turn are
coupled to various devices 110a, 110b...110f. In the ex-
ample shown, the connectors 108 include a calendar
connector 108a, an IM connector 108b, a telephony con-
nector 108c, a conference collaboration/conference con-
nector 108d, an email connector 108e and a PC connec-
tor 108f. And, the devices 110 include a calendar server
110a, an IM server 110b, a telephony switch 110c, a con-
ference collaboration/conference audio bridge 110d, an
email server 110e and a PC 110f. The connectors 108a,
108b...108f and devices 110a, 110b...110f can be dis-
tributed (as shown) or co-located (not shown). For clarity,
the description provided herein about the presence sys-
tem 100, the various connectors 108a, 108b...108f and
the various devices 110a, 110b...110f omits certain de-
tails and components that are well known in the industry
and are not necessary to understand the present inven-
tion.
[0012] To help describe the present invention, a dis-
cussion is provided first about how the presence server
106 collects information related to the real-time activities
of person 102 from the connectors 108a, 108b...108f and
the devices 110a, 110b...110f. And, then a discussion is
provided about how the rules engine 105 uses the col-
lected information to infer a telephony/conference activity
presence state 107 which indicates if the person 102
(e.g., Don Gray 102) is an "active participant" or a "pas-
sive participant" in the multi-party conference call. Then,
a discussion is provided about how the telephony/con-
ference activity presence state 107 can be published to
and then used by the watchers 112 and/or the automated
interaction management system 114 (e.g., phone switch,
automated assistant application) as a guide to determine
if the person 102 is likely to be able to respond to another
interaction at this time.
[0013] First, the presence engine 106 collects pres-
ence information about the real-time activities of the per-
son 102 while they are also participating in a multi-party
conference call. In one embodiment, the presence en-
gine 106 collects information about the person’s partici-
pation in the multi-party conference call from the teleph-
ony system 115 which includes a telephony switch 110c
and a conference collaboration/conference audio bridge
110d. The telephony switch 110c can be anyone of a
wide variety of switches including, for example, a private
branch exchange (PBX) 110c (shown), a carrier switch,
a mobile switch, or a voice switch. In operation, the tel-
ephone switch 110c (via the telephony connector 108c)
can inform the presence engine 106 if a voice capable
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terminal 116 (e.g., landline phone (shown), mobile
phone, PDA, PC) that is being used by person 102 has
been switched to a mute mode or to a non-interruptible
mode such as "do-not-disturb". And, the conference/col-
laboration audio bridge 110d has a voice activity detector
(VAD) 118 that can be used to inform the presence en-
gine 105 if the person 102 is currently talking or has been
talking a lot over a certain period of time during the multi-
party conference call. Alternatively, the conference/col-
laboration audio bridge 110d can have an energy detec-
tor 120 that can be used to detect voice energy on a voice
leg 122 which is being used by person 102. If the energy
detector 120 monitors a substantial amount of energy at
the present time or over a period of time, then it can be
assumed that the person 102 is currently talking or has
been talking a lot during the multi-party conference call.
[0014] In addition, the presence engine 106 can collect
information about the person’s level of participation in
the multi-party conference call from the other devices
110a, 110b, 110e and 110f. For example, the presence
engine 106 can collect information from the IM server
110b (via the IM connector 108b) which indicates wheth-
er or not the person 102 has sent any IM messages while
they are participating in the multi-party conference call.
Likewise, the presence engine 106 can also collect in-
formation from the email server 110e (via the email con-
nector 108e) which indicates whether or not the person
102 has sent any email messages while they are partic-
ipating in the multi-party conference call. The presence
engine 106 can also collect information from the PC 110f
(via the PC connector 108f) which indicates whether or
not the person 102 has been typing on their keyboard
while they are participating in the multi-party conference
call. Moreover, the presence engine 106 can collect in-
formation from the calendar server 110a (via the calendar
connector 108a) about the multi-party conference call in
which the person 102 may have indicated in their calen-
dar beforehand when the conference call was going to
take place and if they are going to be a "passive partici-
pant" or an "active participant". As can be seen, the pres-
ence engine 106 has the capability to interact with a wide
variety of devices 110a, 110b...110f to obtain a wide va-
riety of presence information related to the real-time ac-
tivities of the person 102 while they are participating in a
multi-party conference call.
[0015] Secondly, the rules engine 105 obtains the col-
lected presence information and aggregates/analyzes
the collected presence information to infer a telephony/
conference activity presence state 107 which is indicative
of the person’s level of participation in the multi-party
conference call. In the preferred embodiment, the teleph-
ony/conference activity presence state 107 indicates that
the person 102 is either a "passive participant" or an "ac-
tive participant" in the multi-party conference call. In op-
eration, the rules engine 105 may set the telephony/con-
ference activity presence state 107 to "active participant"
if the presence information that is received from the tel-
ephone switch 110c indicates that the voice capable ter-

minal 116 which is being used by person 102 is not in a
mute mode. Or, the rules engine 105 may set the teleph-
ony/conference activity presence state 107 to "active par-
ticipant" if the presence information that is received from
the conference/collaboration audio bridge 110d and in
particular from the VAD 118 or the energy detector 120
indicates that the person 102 is currently talking or has
been talking a lot over a predetermined period of time
during the multi-party conference call.
[0016] The rules engine 105 may also set the teleph-
ony/conference activity presence state 107 to "active par-
ticipant" after analyzing the presence information that is
received by the presence sever 106 from some of the
other devices 110a, 110b, 110e and 110f. For example,
the rules engine 105 may set the telephony/conference
activity presence state 107 to "active participant" if the
collected presence information indicates that the person
102: (1) has not sent an IM message during the multi-
party conference call; (2) has not sent an email message
during the multi-party conference call; (3) if the person
102 has not been using the keyboard on their PC 110f
during the multi-party conference call (this assumes that
the PC 110f is not being used to make a presentation
which is being used in the multi-party conference call);
and/or (4) if the person 102 indicated in their calendar
before the multi-party conference call was going to take
place that they should be considered an "active partici-
pant". Of course, there may be other types of presence
information not mentioned above that can be collected
by the presence server 106 and analyzed by the rules
engine 105 to determine the telephony/conference ac-
tivity presence state 107.
[0017] In contrast, the rules engine 105 may set the
telephony/conference activity presence state 107 to
"passive participant" if the presence information that is
received from the telephone switch 110c indicates that
the voice capable terminal 116 being used by person 102
is currently in a mute mode. Or, the rules engine 105 may
set the telephony/conference activity presence state 107
to "passive participant" if the presence information that
is received from the conference/collaboration audio
bridge 110d and in particular from the VAD 118 or the
energy detector 120 indicates that the person 102 is not
currently talking or has not talked much over a predeter-
mined period of time during the multi-party conference
call.
[0018] The rules engine 105 may also set the teleph-
ony/conference activity presence state 107 to "passive
participant" after analyzing the presence information that
is received by the presence server 106 from some of the
other devices 110a, 110b, 110e and 110f. For example,
the rules engine 105 may set the telephony/conference
activity presence state 107 to "passive participant" if the
collected presence information indicates that the person
102: (1) has sent one or more IM messages during the
multi-party conference call; (2) has sent one or more
email messages during the multi-party conference call;
(3) if the person 102 has been using the keyboard on
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their PC 110f during the multi-party conference call (this
assumes that the PC 110f is not being used to make a
presentation which is being used in the multi-party con-
ference call); and/or (4) if the person 102 indicated in
their calendar before the multi-party conference call was
going to take place that they should be considered an
"passive participant". Of course, there may be other types
of presence information not mentioned above that can
be collected by the presence information 106 and ana-
lyzed by the rules engine 105 to determine the telephony/
conference activity presence state 107.
[0019] In one embodiment, the person 102 may even
preempt the rules engine 105 and manually indicate that
they want be considered an "active participant" or a "pas-
sive participant" during a particular multi-party confer-
ence call. In addition, the person 102 may pre-configure
the rules engine 105 so that it sets the telephony/confer-
ence activity presence state 107 to either an "active par-
ticipant" or a "passive participant" for a particular multi-
party conference call which takes place at the same time
and day every week or month. In this way, the person
102 has a manual option to set their own telephony/con-
ference activity presence state 107 to manage their com-
municated presence state and to manage any incoming
interaction requests that may occur during the multi-party
conference call.
[0020] Thirdly, the presence server 106 publishes/dis-
tributes the telephony/conference activity presence state
107 to one or more consumers which are described here-
in as being the watchers 112 and/or the automated in-
teraction management system 114 (shown located at the
PBX 110c). The watchers 112 (one shown) may use a
graphical user interface (GUI) 124 to see the telephony/
conference activity presence state 107 for a particular
person 102. In the example shown, the person 102 is
Don Gray and his telephony/conference activity pres-
ence state 107 is set to "passive participant". The watcher
112 can use this information to determine if Don Gray
102 is likely to be able to respond to another interaction
at this time, with the inference that since Don Gray 102
is a "passive participant" then he is likely to be able to
engage in an IM or even a second phone interaction while
he is also participating in the multi-party conference call.
[0021] However, before this watcher 112 or any other
watcher 112 can receive the person’s presence informa-
tion including the telephony/conference activity presence
state 107 they need to subscribe with the presence server
106 and indicate that they want to obtain this person’s
presence information. The rules engine 105 may not let
certain watcher(s) 112 receive certain types of presence
information in view of preference rules/policies. Typically,
the person 102 and/or the person’s employer establishes
these preference rules/policies. For instance, the person
102 may establish preference rules/policies that dictate
where only a certain watcher 112 (e.g., manager 112)
can obtain certain types of presence information like the
telephony/conference activity presence state 107.
[0022] As indicated above, the automated interaction

management system 114 may also receive the person’s
telephony/conference activity presence state 107. In this
case, the automated interaction management system
114 may inform other callers 126 (only one shown) that
the person 102 is or is not currently participating in the
multi-party conference call. And, if they are participating
in a multi-party conference call, then the automated in-
teraction management system 114 may inform the caller
126 about whether the person 102 is an "active partici-
pant" or a "passive participant". Then, the caller 126 (not
a watcher 112) can use this information to determine if
the person 102 is likely to be able to respond to another
interaction at this time, with the inference that if the per-
son 102 is a "passive participant" then they are more
likely to engage in an IM or even a second phone inter-
action then if the person 102 is an "active participant".
[0023] Referring to FIGURE 2, there is a flowchart of
the basic steps of the method 200 for determining and
publishing a telephony/conference activity presence
state 107 which indicates a person’s level of participation
in a telephone call (e.g., multi-party conference call, col-
laboration session or one-on-one call). Beginning at step
202, the presence server 106 determines that the person
102 is participating in a telephone call. At step 204, the
presence server 106 collects presence information about
one or more real-time activities of the person 102 while
they also happen to be participating in the telephone call.
At step 206, the rules engine 106 uses the collected pres-
ence information to infer a telephony/conference activity
presence state 107 which is indicative of the person’s
level of participation in the telephone call. As indicated
above, the telephony/conference activity presence state
107 can be set to "active participant" or "passive partic-
ipant". However, it should be appreciated that the teleph-
ony/conference activity presence state 107 could also be
set based on some other scale or terminology instead of
"active participant" and "passive participant". At step 208,
the presence server 106 publishes/distributes the called
party’s telephony/conference activity presence state 107
to the watcher 112 and/or the automated interaction man-
agement system 114. This presence information 107 is
then used to help guide the watcher 112 (or caller 126)
about whether the person 102 is likely to respond to an-
other interaction while they are also taking part in the
telephone call. A more detailed discussion about these
steps has been provided above with respect to FIGURE
1.
[0024] Following are some additional features, advan-
tages and uses of the present invention:

• The present invention improves the communication
efficiency and satisfaction of presence watchers 112
(customers, callers). For instance, the communica-
tion of telephony/conference activity via presence in-
formation would automatically deter or automatically
deflect interruptions to enhance the productivity of
individuals in a conference call/collaboration session
that are active participants and prefer not to be in-
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terrupted. And, the communication of telephony/con-
ference activity via presence information would per-
mit participants that are passive to be reached by
others wishing to interact with them in urgent or im-
portant matters, even though they are taking part in
a conference call/collaboration session.

• A net return on investment (ROI) for the present in-
vention can be calculated for the time benefit to en-
terprises/companies. For example, an information
worker spends an average of one hour per day in
conference calls, and 80% of the time as a "passive
participant", resulting in 200 hours/year that the
worker is not reachable by others. If the present in-
vention is used then this worker may be reachable
another 200 hours/year which is a 10% increase in
ROI if the worker is assumed to work 2000 hours/
year.

• The presence system 100 and method 200 can sup-
port any number of presentities 102 (people 102),
callers 126, presence watchers 112 and automated
interaction management systems 114 although only
one of each was shown and described herein.

• The presence server 106 can collect presence infor-
mation from a voice capable terminal 116 about
whether or not the voice capable terminal 116 has
been switched to a mute mode by the person 102
participating in the telephone call.

• The presence server 106 can collect presence infor-
mation from an intelligent terminal (e.g., PC 110f)
about whether or not the voice capable terminal 116
has been switched to a mute mode by the person
102 participating in the telephone call.

[0025] The following features as well as the following
presence system, separately or in any combination, may
also constitute advantageous examples of the described
or claimed inventive concept:

- The claimed and/or described presence system,
wherein said telephone switch is one of the following:

a private branch exchange (PBX);
a carrier switch;
a mobile switch; or
a voice switch.

- The claimed and/or described presence system,
wherein said presence server collects the presence
information about the person from connectors that
interface with at least one of the following:

a telephony system;
a personal computer;
a calendar server;

an Instant Message server; and
an email server.

- The claimed and/or described presence system,
wherein said rules engine disregards the aggregated
presence information and sets the telephony/confer-
ence activity state based on a manual intervention
by the person participating in the telephone call.

- The claimed and/or described presence system,
wherein said rules engine disregards the aggregated
presence information and sets the telephony/confer-
ence activity state based on a pre-configured pref-
erence established by the person participating in the
telephone call.

- The claimed and/or described presence system,
wherein said rules engine uses preference rules/pol-
icies to determine the at least one consumers which
are approved to obtain the telephony/conference ac-
tivity state.

- The claimed and/or described presence system,
wherein said at least one consumer is:

a watcher; and/or
an automated interaction management system.

- The claimed and/or described presence system,
wherein said presence server collects presence in-
formation from a voice capable terminal about
whether or not the voice capable terminal has been
switched to a mute mode by the person participating
in the telephone call.

- The claimed and/or described presence system,
wherein said presence server collects presence in-
formation from an intelligent terminal about whether
or not a voice capable terminal has been switched
to a mute mode by the person participating in the
telephone call.

- The claimed and/or described method, wherein said
telephone switch informs a presence server if a voice
capable terminal has been switched to a mute mode
by the person participating in the telephone call.

- The claimed and/or described method, wherein said
conference/collaboration bridge informs a presence
server if the person participating in the telephone call
is or has been using a voice capable terminal by
monitoring voice activity and/or voice energy on a
leg of the telephone call.

- The claimed and/or described method, wherein said
telephone switch is one of the following:

a PBX;
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a carrier switch;
a mobile switch; or
a voice switch.

- The claimed and/or described method, wherein said
presence information is collected from connectors
that interface with at least one of the following:

a telephony system;
a personal computer;
a calendar server;
an Instant Message server; and/or
an email server.

- The claimed and/or described method, wherein said
person manually sets the telephony/conference ac-
tivity presence state irregardless of an outcome of
the inferring step.

- The claimed and/or described method, wherein said
person manually pre-configures the telephony/con-
ference activity presence state irregardless of an out-
come of the inferring step.

- The claimed and/or described method, further com-
prising a step of using preference rules/policies to
determine which consumers should receive the pub-
lished telephony/conference activity presence state.

- The claimed and/or described method, wherein said
consumers include:

a watcher; and/or
an automated interaction management system.

- The claimed and/or described method, wherein said
presence information is collected from a voice capa-
ble terminal which indicates whether or not the voice
capable terminal has been switched to a mute mode
by the person participating in the telephone call.

- The claimed and/or described method, wherein said
presence information is collected from an intelligent
terminal about whether or not a voice capable termi-
nal has been switched to a mute mode by the person
participating in the telephone call.

- A presence system comprising:

a presence server that collects presence infor-
mation about one or more activities of a person
participating in a multi-party conference call/col-
laboration session, where the presence informa-
tion is collected at least in part from a telephony
system which indicates if a voice capable termi-
nal has been switched to a mute mode by the
person participating in the multi-party confer-
ence call/collaboration session and/or if the per-

son participating in the multi-party conference
call/ collaboration session is or has been using
the voice capable terminal by monitoring voice
activity and/or voice energy on a leg of the multi-
party conference call/ collaboration session; and
a rules engine that analyzes the collected pres-
ence information and infers a telephony/confer-
ence activity presence state that is indicative of
a level of participation by the person participat-
ing in the multi-party conference call/collabora-
tion session ; and
said presence server that publishes the teleph-
ony/conference activity presence state to one or
more consumers to guide each consumer about
whether the person is likely to respond to anoth-
er interaction while the person is also participat-
ing in the multi-party conference call/collabora-
tion session.

- The claimed and/or described presence system,
wherein said rules engine uses preference rules/pol-
icies to determine the one or more consumers which
are approved to obtain the telephony/conference ac-
tivity presence state.

Claims

1. A presence system (100) comprising:

- a presence server (106) for collecting presence
information (107) about a person (102) that is
participating in a telephone call; and
- a rules engine (105) for aggregating the pres-
ence information (107) and analyzing the aggre-
gated presence information to determine a te-
lephony/conference activity state which indi-
cates whether the person (102) is an active par-
ticipant or a passive participant in the telephone
call; and
- said presence server (106) being adapted for
publishing the telephony/ conference activity
state to at least one consumer (112, 114) to
guide that at least one consumer about whether
the person (102) is likely to respond to another
interaction while the person is also participating
in the telephone call;

characterized in that

- the presence server (106) is adapted for col-
lecting presence information from a voice capa-
ble terminal (116) or from an intelligent terminal
(110f) about whether or not the voice capable
terminal (116) has been switched to a mute
mode by the person (102) participating in the
telephone call.
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2. The presence system of Claim 1, wherein said tele-
phone call is:

- a one-on-one telephone call;
- a multi-party conference call; or
- a collaboration session.

3. The presence system of Claim 1, wherein said pres-
ence server collects at least a portion of the presence
information about the person participating in the tel-
ephone call from a telephony connector and a con-
ference / collaboration connector that are connected
to a telephony system.

4. The presence system of Claim 3, wherein said te-
lephony system includes a telephone switch and a
conference/collaboration bridge.

5. The presence system of Claim 4, wherein said tele-
phone switch informs said presence server if a voice
capable terminal has been switched to said mute
mode by the person participating in the telephone
call.

6. The presence system of Claim 4, wherein said con-
ference/ collaboration bridge informs said presence
server if the person participating in the telephone call
is or has been using a voice capable terminal by
monitoring voice activity and/or voice energy on a
leg of the telephone call.

7. A method for determining a level of participation of
a person (102) participating in a telephone call, said
method comprising the steps of:

- determining (202) that the person (102) is cur-
rently participating in the telephone call;
- collecting (204) presence information (107)
about one or more activities of the person (102)
while they are participating in the telephone call;
- inferring (206), from the collected presence in-
formation (107), a telephony/conference activity
presence state that is indicative of a level of par-
ticipation by the person (102) participating in the
telephone call; and
- publishing (208) the telephony/conference ac-
tivity presence state; characterized in that
- presence information is collected from a voice
capable terminal (116) or from an intelligent ter-
minal (110f) which indicates whether or not the
voice capable terminal (116) has been switched
to a mute mode by the person (102) participating
in the telephone call.

8. The method of Claim 7, wherein said telephone call
is:

- a one-on-one telephone call;

- a multi-party conference call; or
- a collaboration session.

9. The method of Claim 7, wherein said presence in-
formation is collected at least in part from a telephony
connector and a conference/collaboration connector
that are connected to a telephony system.

10. The method of Claim 9, wherein said telephony sys-
tem includes a telephone switch and a conference/
collaboration bridge.

Patentansprüche

1. Anwesenheitssystem (100), umfassend:

- Einen Anwesenheitsserver (106) zum Erfas-
sen von Anwesenheitsinformationen (107) über
eine Person (102), die an einem Telefonge-
spräch teilnimmt; und
- eine Regelmaschine (105) zur Aggregation der
Anwesenheitsinformationen (107) und zur Ana-
lyse der aggregierten Anwesenheitsinformatio-
nen, um einen Aktivitätsstatus in einer Telefon-
konferenz zu ermitteln, welcher anzeigt, ob die
Person (102) ein aktiver Teilnehmer oder ein
passiver Teilnehmer an dem Telefongespräch
ist; und wobei
- der besagte Anwesenheitsserver (106) dazu
ausgelegt ist, den Aktivitätsstatus in der Tele-
fonkonferenz an mindestens einen Verbraucher
(112, 114) bekannt zu geben, um diesen min-
destens einen Verbraucher darüber zu informie-
ren, ob die Person (102) imstande ist, auf eine
andere Interaktion anzusprechen, während die
Person ebenfalls an dem Telefongespräch teil-
nimmt;

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

- der Anwesenheitsserver (106) dazu ausgelegt
ist, Anwesenheitsinformationen von einem
sprachfähigen Endgerät (116) oder von einem
intelligenten Endgerät (110f) darüber zu erfas-
sen, ob das sprachfähige Endgerät (116) von
der an dem Telefongespräch teilnehmenden
Person (102) in einen Stummschaltungsmodus
geschaltet wurde oder nicht.

2. Das Anwesenheitssystem nach Anspruch 1, wobei
das besagte Telefongespräch

- ein Einzelgespräch;
- eine Telefonkonferenz mit mehreren Teilneh-
mern; oder
- eine Zusammenarbeitssitzung
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ist.

3. Das Anwesenheitssystem nach Anspruch 1, wobei
der besagte Anwesenheitsserver zumindest einen
Teil der Anwesenheitsinformationen über die an
dem Telefongespräch teilnehmende Person von ei-
nem Telefonverbindungselement und einem Konfe-
renz-/ Zusammenarbeitsverbindungselement, wel-
che an ein Telefonsystem angeschlossen sind, er-
fasst.

4. Das Anwesenheitssystem nach Anspruch 3, wobei
das besagte Telefonsystem einen Telefonumschal-
ter und eine Konferenz-/Zusammenarbeitsbrücke
umfasst.

5. Das Anwesenheitssystem nach Anspruch 4, wobei
der besagte Telefonumschalter den besagten An-
wesenheitsserver darüber informiert, ob ein sprach-
fähiges Endgerät von der an dem Telefongespräch
teilnehmenden Person in den besagten Stumm-
schaltungsmodus geschaltet worden ist.

6. Das Anwesenheitssystem nach Anspruch 4, wobei
die besagte Konferenz-/Zusammenarbeitsbrücke
den besagten Anwesenheitsserver darüber infor-
miert, ob die an dem Telefongespräch teilnehmende
Person ein sprachfähiges Endgerät benutzt oder be-
nutzt hat, indem sie die Sprachaktivität und/oder die
Sprachenergie auf einem Abschnitt eines Telefon-
gesprächs überwacht.

7. Verfahren zum Bestimmen eines Beteiligungsgrads
einer Person (102), die an einem Telefongespräch
teilnimmt, wobei das Verfahren die folgenden Schrit-
te umfasst:

- Bestimmen (202), dass die Person (102) mo-
mentan an dem Telefongespräch teilnimmt;
- Erfassen (204) von Anwesenheitsinformatio-
nen (107) über eine oder mehrere Aktivitäten
der Person (102), während sie an dem Telefon-
gespräch teilnimmt;
- Ableiten (206), aus den erfassten Anwesen-
heitsinformationen (107), eines Telefonkonfe-
renz-Aktivitätsanwesenheitstatus, welcher ei-
nen Beteiligungsgrad der an dem Telefonge-
spräch teilnehmenden Person (102) anzeigt;
und
- Bekanntgeben (208) des Telefonkonferenz-
Aktivitätsanwesenheitstatus; dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass
- die Anwesenheitsinformationen von einem
sprachfähigen Endgerät (116) oder von einem
intelligenten Endgerät (110f) erfasst werden,
welches anzeigt, ob das sprachfähige Endgerät
(116) von der an dem Telefongespräch teilneh-
menden Person (102) in einen Stummschal-

tungsmodus geschaltet wurde oder nicht.

8. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei das besagte
Telefongespräch

- ein Einzelgespräch;
- eine Telefonkonferenz mit mehreren Teilneh-
mern; oder
- eine Zusammenarbeitssitzung

ist.

9. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei die besagten
Anwesenheitsinformationen zumindest teilweise
von einem Telefonverbindungselement und einem
Konferenz-/ Zusammenarbeitsverbindungsele-
ment, welche an ein Telefonsystem angeschlossen
sind, erfasst werden.

10. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 9, wobei das besagte
Telefonsystem einen Telefonumschalter und eine
Konferenz-/Zusammenarbeitsbrücke umfasst.

Revendications

1. Système de présence (100) comprenant :

- un serveur de présence (106) pour collecter
des informations de présence (107) à propos
d’une personne (102) qui participe à un appel
téléphonique ; et
- un moteur de règles (105) pour réunir les in-
formations de présence (107) et analyser les in-
formations de présence réunies afin de déter-
miner un état d’activité de téléphonie/conféren-
ce qui indique si la personne (102) est un parti-
cipant actif ou un participant passif à l’appel
téléphonique ; et
- ledit serveur de présence (106) étant adapté
pour indiquer l’état d’activité de téléphonie/con-
férence à au moins un abonné (112, 114) afin
de guider ledit au moins un abonné pour qu’il
sache si la personne (102) est susceptible de
répondre à une autre interaction pendant que la
personne participe également à l’appel
téléphonique ;

caractérisé en ce que

- le serveur de présence (106) est adapté pour
collecter des informations de présence auprès
d’un terminal à fonction vocale (116) ou auprès
d’un terminal intelligent (110f) sur la commuta-
tion ou non dans un mode silencieux du terminal
à fonction vocale (116) par la personne (102)
qui participe à l’appel téléphonique.
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2. Système de présence selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel ledit appel téléphonique est :

- un appel téléphonique de poste à poste ;
- un appel de conférence à plusieurs ; ou
- une session de collaboration.

3. Système de présence selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel ledit serveur de présence collecte au moins
une partie des informations de présence à propos
de la personne qui participe à l’appel téléphonique
auprès d’un connecteur de téléphonie et un connec-
teur de conférence/collaboration qui sont connectés
à un système de téléphonie.

4. Système de présence selon la revendication 3, dans
lequel ledit système de téléphonie comprend un
commutateur téléphonique et une passerelle de con-
férence / collaboration.

5. Système de présence selon la revendication 4, dans
lequel ledit commutateur téléphonique informe ledit
serveur de présence si un terminal à fonction vocale
a été commuté dans ledit mode silencieux par la per-
sonne qui participe à l’appel téléphonique.

6. Système de présence selon la revendication 4, dans
lequel ladite passerelle de conférence/collaboration
informe ledit serveur de présence si la personne qui
participe à l’appel téléphonique utilise ou a utilisé un
terminal à fonction vocale en surveillant l’activité vo-
cale et/ou l’énergie vocale sur une branche de l’appel
téléphonique.

7. Procédé pour déterminer un niveau de participation
d’une personne (102) qui participe à un appel télé-
phonique, ledit procédé comprenant les étapes
suivantes :

- Détermination (202) du fait que la personne
(102) participe actuellement à l’appel
téléphonique ;
- Collecte (204) d’informations de présence
(107) à propos d’une ou plusieurs activités de
la personne (102) pendant sa participation à
l’appel téléphonique ;
- Déduction (206), des informations de présence
(107) collectées, de la présence d’un état d’ac-
tivité de téléphonie/conférence indiquant un ni-
veau de participation par la personne (102) qui
participe à l’appel téléphonique ; et
- Indication (208) de l’état d’activité de télépho-
nie/conférence ;

caractérisé en ce que

- les informations de présence sont collectées
auprès d’un terminal à fonction vocale (116) ou

auprès d’un terminal intelligent (110f) qui indi-
que si le terminal à fonction vocale (116) a été
commuté ou non dans un mode silencieux par
la personne (102) qui participe à l’appel télépho-
nique.

8. Procédé selon la revendication 7, dans lequel ledit
appel téléphonique est :

- un appel téléphonique de poste à poste ;
- un appel de conférence à plusieurs ; ou
- une session de collaboration.

9. Procédé selon la revendication 7, dans lequel lesdi-
tes informations de présence sont collectées au
moins partiellement auprès d’un connecteur de té-
léphonie et d’un connecteur de conférence/collabo-
ration qui sont connectés à un système de télépho-
nie.

10. Procédé selon la revendication 9, dans lequel ledit
système de téléphonie comprend un commutateur
téléphonique et une passerelle de conférence / col-
laboration.
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