
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

71
1 

59
0

A
1

TEPZZ 7__59ZA_T
(11) EP 2 711 590 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
26.03.2014 Bulletin 2014/13

(21) Application number: 13180313.2

(22) Date of filing: 14.08.2013

(51) Int Cl.:
F16H 55/08 (2006.01) A01K 89/00 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME

(30) Priority: 25.09.2012 JP 2012210574

(71) Applicant: Shimano Inc.
Sakai City, Osaka Osaka 590-8577 (JP)

(72) Inventor: Inoue, Tetsuo
Osaka, Osaka 590-8577 (JP)

(74) Representative: Sonnenberg, Fred
24IP Law Group 
Sonnenberg Fortmann 
Patent- und Rechtsanwälte 
Herzogspitalstraße 10a
80331 München (DE)

(54) Drive gear

(57) A fishing reel drive gear is used for a fishing reel.
The fishing reel drive gear is arranged to be meshed with
a pinion gear. The fishing reel drive gear includes a gear
tooth portion and a disc portion. The gear tooth portion
has first and second gear teeth. The first gear tooth in-
cludes a first tooth surface. The second gear tooth in-
cludes a second tooth surface. The first tooth surface
includes a first groove thereon. The second tooth surface

includes a second groove thereon. The first and second
grooves intersect with a mesh directional. The disc por-
tion has an outer peripheral surface and a radially outer
portion of a lateral face. The gear tooth portion is config-
ured on the outer peripheral surface or the radially outer
portion. The fishing reel drive gear is arranged to be
meshed with the pinion gear in a direction of the mesh
directional path
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Description

BACKGROUND

Cross-Reference to related Applications

[0001] This application claims priority to Japanese Pat-
ent Application No. 2012-210574, filed September 25,
2012. The entire disclosure of Japanese Patent Applica-
tion No. 2012-210574 is hereby incorporated herein by
reference.

Field of the Invention

[0002] The present invention relates to a drive gear,
particularly to a drive gear to be used for a fishing reel.

Background Art

[0003] A drive gear is used for a fishing reel in order
to transmit handle rotation. For example, a drive gear
with helical teeth is used for a dual-bearing reel in order
to transmit handle rotation to a spool. Further, a drive
gear with face gear teeth is used for a spinning reel in
order to transmit handle rotation to a rotor.
[0004] In a fishing reel, a drive gear is necessary to
enhance rotational feeling. In other words, the drive gear
is necessary to enable the handle to be smoothly rotated
without inconstant rotation as much as possible.
[0005] A type of drive gear has been known that the
number of gear teeth is increased for enhancing rotation-
al feeling as described in Japan Laid-open Patent Appli-
cation Publication No. JP-A-2012-120444. With increase
in the number of gear teeth, frequency at which gear teeth
mesh per rotation of the drive gear is increased. In other
words, gear mesh frequency is increased. When gear
mesh frequency is increased, rotational feeling is en-
hanced even when amplitude is the same. However,
when the number of gear teeth is simply increased, a
drive gear is increased in its diameter. As a result, a reel
is increased in its size. In view of this, a well-known drive
gear employs micro module gear teeth with a module of
0.35 for preventing increase in its size.

SUMMARY

[0006] When the number of gear teeth of a drive gear
is increased by reducing the module of the gear teeth for
preventing increase in a diameter of the drive gear, each
gear tooth is reduced in its size and chances are that the
drive gear is degraded in its strength unless being ap-
propriately designed.
[0007] It is an advantage of the present invention to
enhance rotational feeling of a drive gear without in-
crease in diameter of the drive gear and without degra-
dation in strength of the drive gear.
[0008] A fishing reel drive gear is used for a fishing
reel. The fishing reel drive gear is arranged to be meshed

with a pinion gear. The fishing reel drive gear includes a
gear tooth portion and a disc portion. The gear tooth por-
tion has first and second gear teeth. The first gear tooth
includes a first tooth surface. The second gear tooth in-
cludes a second tooth surface. The first tooth surface
includes a first groove thereon. The second tooth surface
includes a second groove thereon. The first and second
grooves intersect with a mesh directional. The disc por-
tion has an outer peripheral surface and a radially outer
portion of a lateral face. The gear tooth portion is config-
ured on the outer peripheral surface or the radially outer
portion. The fishing reel drive gear is arranged to be
meshed with the pinion gear in a direction of the mesh
directional path.
[0009] In the drive gear, at least one groove, intersect-
ing with the mesh directional path, is formed on a tooth
surface of each gear tooth. Therefore, when another gear
to be meshed with the drive gear is actually meshed with
the drive gear, a contact path of the tooth surface of each
gear tooth of the aforementioned another gear meshed
with the drive gear, i.e., a simultaneous mesh contact
line inevitably gets across the groove/grooves. When the
tooth surface of each gear tooth of the aforementioned
another gear meshed with the drive gear gets across the
groove/grooves, vibrations are produced similarly to
those produced in meshing. Accordingly, virtual mesh
frequency is increased by a multiple of a value obtained
by adding 1 to the number of groove/grooves. Thus, the
virtual mesh frequency can be herein increased by form-
ing the groove/grooves intersecting with the mesh direc-
tional path on the tooth surface of each gear tooth of the
drive gear. Therefore, the rotational feeling of the drive
gear can be enhanced without increase in diameter of
the drive gear and without degradation in strength of the
drive gear.
[0010] In the fishing reel drive gear, the groove/
grooves may be extended along a simultaneous mesh
contact line. In this case, a gear to be meshed with the
drive gear more reliably and easily gets across the
groove/grooves due to the structure that the groove/
grooves are extended along a simultaneous mesh con-
tact line.
[0011] In the fishing reel drive gear, the grooves may
be a plurality of grooves disposed on the tooth surface
at an interval or intervals in a direction of the mesh direc-
tional path. In this case, virtual mesh frequency is in-
creased by a multiple of a value obtained by adding 1 to
the number of grooves due to the structure that the plural
grooves are disposed at an interval or intervals in the
direction of the mesh directional path. Therefore, rota-
tional feeling can be further enhanced.
[0012] In the fishing reel drive gear, the grooves may
be seven to fifteen grooves formed on the tooth surface.
In this case, the frequency of vibrations felt by an angler
exceeds 200 Hz. Therefore, rotational feeling can be fur-
ther enhanced.
[0013] In the fishing reel drive gear, the gear teeth may
include face gear teeth formed on the radially outer por-
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tion of the lateral face of the disc portion. In this case, it
is possible to enhance the rotational feeling of a face gear
with face gear teeth as a drive gear for a spinning reel.
[0014] In the fishing reel drive gear, the groove/
grooves may be curvedly formed on the tooth surface.
In this case, the groove/grooves are curved, and thereby,
can be formed along the simultaneous mesh contact line
of a pinion gear with helical teeth to be meshed with face
gear teeth.
[0015] In the fishing reel drive gear, the gear teeth may
include any of spur teeth, helical teeth and double helical
teeth formed on the outer peripheral surface of the disc
portion. In this case, it is possible to enhance the rota-
tional feeling of a cylindrical gear with spur teeth, helical
teeth or double helical teeth as a drive gear for a dual-
bearing reel.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016] Referring now to the attached drawings which
form a part of this original disclosure:
[0017] FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional side view of a spin-
ning reel employing a first exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;
[0018] FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional rear view of the spin-
ning reel of FIG. 1 taken along a line II-II;
[0019] FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view of a rotor
drive mechanism;
[0020] FIG. 4 is a plan view of the rotor drive mecha-
nism;
[0021] FIG. 5 is a schematic view of a face gear part
of a drive gear;
[0022] FIG. 6 is a plan view of a dual bearing reel em-
ploying a second exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;
[0023] FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional plan view of the dual
bearing reel according to the second exemplary embod-
iment;
[0024] FIG. 8 is an exploded perspective view of a gear
mechanism;
[0025] FIG. 9 is a schematic view of a gear tooth portion
with helical teeth in the drive gear; and
[0026] FIG. 10 is a diagram of a drive gear according
to another exemplary embodiment and corresponds to
FIG. 9.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

First Exemplary Embodiment

[0027] As illustrated in FIG. 1, a spinning reel 100 (ex-
emplary fishing reel) employing a first exemplary embod-
iment of the present invention includes a handle 1, a reel
unit 2, a rotor 3, and a spool 4.
[0028] The reel unit 2 supports the handle 1 in a rotat-
able state. The rotor 3 is rotatably supported at the front
of the reel unit 2. The spool 4 is configured to wind a

fishing line onto the outer peripheral surface thereof. The
spool 4 is disposed at the front of the rotor 3 while being
movable back and forth. It should be noted that the handle
1 is attachable to either of the right side and the left side
of the reel unit 2.
[0029] The handle 1 includes a handle shaft 1a, a han-
dle arm 1b, and a handle knob 1c. The handle arm 1b
extends from the handle shaft 1a in the radial direction
of the handle shaft 1a. The handle knob 1c is rotatably
mounted to the tip of the handle arm 1b.

Structure of Reel Unit

[0030] As illustrated in FIG. 1, the reel unit 2 includes
a reel body 2a and a lid member 2b (see FIG. 2). The
reel body 2a has a laterally opened accommodation
space in the inside thereof. The lid member 2b is detach-
ably attached to the reel body 2a in order to close the
opening of the accommodation space of the reel body
2a. Further, the reel unit 2 includes a reel unit guard 26
for covering the rear part of the reel body 2a and that of
the lid member 2b.
[0031] The reel body 2a is made of, for instance, light
metal alloy such as magnesium alloy or aluminum alloy.
Further, the reel body 2a has a fishing rod attachment
leg 2c integrally formed on the top thereof. The fishing
rod attachment leg 2c is formed in a T-shape while the
top thereof extends back and forth. As illustrated in FIG.
1, the reel body 2a accommodates a rotor drive mecha-
nism 5 and an oscillation mechanism 6 in the accommo-
dation space.

Structure of Rotor Drive Mechanism

[0032] The rotor drive mechanism 5 is configured to
rotate the rotor 3 in conjunction with rotation of the handle
1 in order to transmit rotation of the handle 1 to the rotor
3. As illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3, the rotor drive mech-
anism 5 includes a drive gear 11 and a pinion gear 12.
The drive gear 11 is configured to be rotated with a drive
shaft 10 to which the handle shaft 1a of the handle 1 is
coupled in a unitarily rotatable state. The pinion gear 12
is meshed with the drive gear 11.
[0033] As illustrated in FIG. 2, the drive gear 11 is
formed integrally with the drive shaft 10 in the present
exemplary embodiment. However, the drive gear 11 can
be alternatively formed separately from the drive shaft
10. The drive shaft 10 is screwed and coupled onto the
handle shaft 1a in a unitarily rotatable state in the present
exemplary embodiment. However, the drive shaft 10 can
be alternatively coupled onto the handle shaft 1a in a
unitarily rotatable state while a non-circular cross-sec-
tional part of the drive shaft 10 is engaged with that of
the handle shaft 1a. The drive shaft 10 is rotatably at-
tached to the reel unit 2 through bearings 27a and 27b.
The bearing 27a is attached to the lid member 2b, where-
as the bearing 27b is attached to the reel body 2a. The
drive shaft 10 has a left female threaded portion 10a and
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a right female threaded portion 10b on the inner periph-
eral surfaces of the both ends thereof. Either of the left
female threaded portion 10a and the right female thread-
ed portion 10b is allowed to be screwed onto the handle
shaft 1a. In this case, the left female threaded portion
10a, which is disposed closer to the drive gear 11, is a
left handed screw, whereas the right female threaded
portion 10b, which is disposed away from the drive gear
11, is a right handed screw. Therefore, as the handle
shaft 1a, two types of handle shafts are prepared to be
used for the left handled screw and the right handled
screw.
[0034] As illustrated in FIGS. 2, 3 and 4, the drive gear
11 is of a face gear type. The drive gear 11 has a disc
portion 11a and a gear tooth portion 11b. The disc portion
11a is integrally formed with the drive shaft 10. The gear
tooth portion 11b is formed on the radially outer portion
of one of the faces of the disc portion 11a. The gear tooth
portion 11b has a plurality of face gear teeth 11c. The
face gear teeth 11c are formed on the radially outer por-
tion of the aforementioned face of the disc portion 11a
while being circumferentially aligned at predetermined
intervals. The drive gear 11, together with the drive shaft
10, is formed by forging of aluminum alloy, for instance.
As illustrated in FIG. 5, each face gear tooth 11c has a
first tooth surface 11d and a second tooth surface 11e.
The first tooth surface 11d is configured to be meshed
with the pinion gear 12 when the handle 1 is rotated in a
fishing-line winding direction. The second tooth surface
11e is configured to be meshed with the pinion gear 12
when the handle 1 is rotated in a fishing-line releasing
direction. The first tooth surface 11d is formed as a con-
cave surface of which a center part in the tooth trace
direction is recessed. On the other hand, the second tooth
surface 11e is formed as a convex surface of which a
center part in the tooth trace direction protrudes. At least
the first tooth surface 11d has at least one groove 11f
formed along a direction perpendicular to a mesh direc-
tional path 11g, specifically, along a simultaneous mesh
contact line 11h. Here, the simultaneous mesh contact
line 11h refers to a portion where the tooth tip of the pinion
gear 12 linearly contacts the first tooth surface 11d of the
face gear tooth 11c when the substantially entire length
of the tooth width of the tooth tip of the pinion gear 12
simultaneously contacts the first tooth surface 11d of the
drive gear 11. As illustrated by a broken line of FIG. 5,
the simultaneous mesh contact line 11h is a line which
has a shape similar to the groove 11f. When the drive
gear 11 is rotated, the simultaneous mesh contact line
11h moves while sliding from the tooth base to the tooth
tip side of the first tooth surface 11d of the drive gear 11,
and the drive gear 11 rotates the pinion gear 12. The
number of grooves 11f can be one. When the number of
grooves 11f is plural, it is preferable to form seven to
fifteen grooves 11f. Accordingly, apparent mesh frequen-
cy is multiplied by eight to sixteen times, and rotational
feeling can be thereby enhanced.
[0035] In the first exemplary embodiment, a plurality

of (e.g., 13) grooves 11f are formed at predetermined
intervals in the direction of the mesh directional path 11g
indicating the shift direction of the simultaneous mesh
contact line. For example, each groove 11f has a groove
width in a range of 25 mm to 100 mm and has a depth in
a range of 10 mm to 50 mm. It should be noted that in
forming the drive gear 11 by die forming, the grooves 11f
are formed with a die.
[0036] For example, the specification of the drive gear
11 is set as follows: a teeth number of 31; an outer di-
ameter of 25.9 mm; an inner diameter of 21.4 mm; and
a reference offset of 6.5 mm.
[0037] The pinion gear 12 has a gear body 12a and a
gear portion 12b. The gear body 12a has a tubular shape.
The gear portion 12b has helical teeth 12c formed on the
outer peripheral surface of the rear part of the gear body
12a. The gear body 12a is attached to the reel body 2a
while being rotatable about an axis (i.e., a spool shaft 15)
being different from the handle shaft 1a. The gear body
12a is rotatably supported by the reel body 2a through a
front bearing 14a and a rear bearing 14b. The front bear-
ing 14a is herein disposed forward of the gear portion
12b, whereas the rear bearing 14b is disposed rearward
of the gear portion 12b. The gear body 12a has a through
hole 12d in the center thereof for allowing the spool shaft
15 to penetrate therethrough. The gear body 12a has a
male threaded portion 12e on the outer peripheral sur-
face of the front end thereof. A nut 13 is screwed onto
the male threaded portion 12e for fixing the rotor 3. The
gear body 12a further has a pair of anti-rotation planes
12f on the outer peripheral surface of the front part there-
of. The anti-rotation planes 12f are parallel planes used
for coupling the rotor 3 onto the pinion gear 12 in a uni-
tarily rotatable state. The drive gear 11 and the pinion
gear 12 are designed to be meshed at a reference mesh
height.
[0038] For example, the specification of the pinion gear
12 is set as follows: a module of 0.65 mm; a pressure
angle of 20; a teeth number of 6; an addendum modifi-
cation coefficient of +0.5; and a torsion angle of 55 de-
grees.

Structures of Other Components

[0039] As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, the oscillation
mechanism 6 is the one configured to move back and
forth the spool shaft 15 coupled to the center part of the
spool 4 through a drag mechanism 60 for moving the
spool 4 in the same direction as the spool shaft 15. The
oscillation mechanism 6 includes a traverse cam shaft
21, a slider 22 and an intermediate gear 23. The traverse
cam shaft 21 is disposed below and in parallel to the
spool shaft 15. The slider 22 is guided by the reel body
2a while being movable back and forth along the traverse
cam shaft 21. The intermediate gear 23 is fixed to the tip
of the traverse cam shaft 21. The rear end of the spool
shaft 15 is fixed to the slider 22 in a non-rotatable state.
The intermediate gear 23 is meshed with the pinion gear
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12.
[0040] The rotor 3 is made of, for instance, light metal
alloy such as magnesium alloy or aluminum alloy. As
illustrated in FIG. 1, the rotor 3 is coupled to the pinion
gear 12 in a non-rotatable state. However, the rotor 3 is
rotatable with respect to the reel unit 2. The rotor 3 in-
cludes a tubular portion 30, a first rotor arm 31, and a
second rotor arm 32. The tubular portion 30 is coupled
to the pinion gear 12 in a unitarily rotatable state. The
first and second rotor arms 31 and 32 are connected to
the rear part of the tubular portion 30 while being opposed
to each other. Each of the first and second rotor arms 31
and 32 forwardly extends at an interval from the tubular
portion 30.
[0041] The tubular portion 30 has a disc-shaped wall
portion 30d on the inner peripheral side of the front part
thereof. The wall portion 30d has an annular boss 30e in
the center part thereof. The boss 30e is coupled to the
pinion gear 12 in a unitarily rotatable state. The front part
of the pinion gear 12 penetrates through the inner pe-
riphery of the boss 30e, while the anti-rotation planes 12f
formed on the front part of the pinion gear 12 are fitted
to the inner peripheral surface of the boss 30e in a uni-
tarily rotatable state. Under the condition, the nut 13 is
screwed onto the male threaded portion 12e of the pinion
gear 12. The rotor 3 is thereby fixed to the pinion gear
12. A bail arm 44 is attached to the outer peripheral side
of the tip of the first rotor arm 31 for leading the fishing
line to the spool 4, while being pivotable between a fish-
ing-line releasing position and a fishing-line winding po-
sition.
[0042] The rotor 3 accommodates an anti-reverse
mechanism 50 in the inside of the tubular portion 30
thereof. The anti-reverse mechanism 50 is configured to
prevent or allow reverse rotation of the rotor 3. The anti-
reverse mechanism 50 includes a one-way clutch 51 and
a switching lever 52. The one-way clutch 51 is of a roller-
type one-way clutch that the inner race thereof is allowed
to freely rotate. The switching lever 52 is configured to
switch the one-way clutch 51 between an activated state
(i.e., an anti-reverse rotational state) and a deactivated
state (i.e., a reverse rotational state). The switching lever
52 is pivotably attached to the reel body 2a. A cam (not
illustrated in the figures) is disposed on the tip of the
switching lever 52. When the switching lever 52 is pivot-
ed, the cam switches the one-way clutch 51 between the
activated state and the deactivated state.
[0043] As illustrated in FIG. 1, the spool 4 is attached
onto the tip of the spool shaft 15 through the drag mech-
anism 60, while being disposed between the first and
second rotor arms 31 and 32 of the rotor 3. The spool 4
has a bobbin trunk 4a, a skirt 4b, and a flange 4c. The
bobbin trunk 4a is a portion for winding the fishing line
about the outer periphery thereof. The skirt 4b is a tubular
portion extending rearwards from the bobbin trunk 4a.
The skirt 4b is herein integrally formed with the bobbin
trunk 4a. The flange 4c is a large diameter portion dis-
posed on the front end of the bobbin trunk 4a.

[0044] The drag mechanism 60 is the one configured
to brake rotation of the spool 4. The drag mechanism 60
includes a drag regulation knob 61 and a brake part 62.
The drag regulation knob 61 is screwed onto the tip of
the spool shaft 15. The brake part 62 is configured to
brake the spool 4 when being pressed by the drag reg-
ulation knob 61.

Action of Spinning Reel

[0045] In the spinning reel 100 structured as described
above, when an angler rotates the handle 1 in the fishing-
line winding direction while the bail arm 44 is set to be in
a fishing-line guide position after casting, the drive gear
11 is rotated in conjunction with rotation of the handle 1,
and further, the pinion gear 12 meshed with the drive
gear 11 is rotated. The rotor 3 is thereby rotated in the
fishing-line winding direction, and the released fishing
line is wound about the spool 4. At this time, the teeth of
the pinion gear 12 make contact at their tips with the
grooves 11f formed along the simultaneous mesh contact
line. Therefore, in conjunction with rotation of the pinion
gear 12, the drive gear 11 vibrates at a mesh frequency
of (N + 1) times as much as the mesh frequency where
no groove is formed. The value (N +1) is herein obtained
by adding 1 to the number N of the grooves 11f. In other
words, apparent mesh frequency is multiplied by (N+1)
times. Accordingly, an angular comes to recognize that
the rotational feeling has been enhanced.
[0046] In this case, the grooves 11f are formed on the
drive gear 11, and the apparent mesh frequency is there-
by increased. Therefore, the rotational feeling of the drive
gear 11 can be enhanced. In other words, the rotational
feeling of the drive gear 11 can be enhanced without
causing increase in diameter of the drive gear 11 and
without causing degradation in strength of the drive gear
11.

Second Exemplary Embodiment

[0047] In the first exemplary embodiment, the present
invention has been explained by exemplifying the drive
gear 11 of a face gear type in the spinning reel 100 as
an exemplary fishing reel. By contrast, in the second ex-
emplary embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 7, the present
invention will be explained by exemplifying a drive gear
131 of a dual-bearing reel 200 as another exemplary fish-
ing reel.
[0048] As illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 7, the dual-bearing
reel 200 employing the second exemplary embodiment
of the present invention is a small-type low-profile bait-
casting reel. The dual-bearing reel 200 includes a reel
unit 101, a handle 102 for spool rotation and a star drag
103 for drag regulation. The handle 102 is disposed lat-
erally to the reel unit 101. The star drag 103 is disposed
on the reel unit 101 side of the handle 102.
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Reel Unit

[0049] The reel unit 101 includes a frame 105, a first
side cover 106a, and a second side cover 106b. The first
and second side covers 106a and 106b are attached to
the both lateral sides of the frame 105. The reel unit 101
further includes a front cover 107 and a thumb rest 108.
The front cover 107 covers the front side of the reel unit
101, whereas the thumb rest 108 covers the top side of
the reel unit 101. As illustrated in FIG. 7, the reel unit 101
yet further includes a shaft support part 109 to be screwed
to the first side cover 106a. A spool 112 is rotatably and
detachably mounted inside the reel unit 101 for winding
a fishing line.
[0050] The frame 105 includes a pair of a first side plate
105a and a second side plate 105b and a plurality of
coupling portions (not illustrated in the figures). The first
and second side plates 105a and 105b are disposed in
opposition to each other at a predetermined interval. The
coupling portions couple the first side plate 105a and the
second side plate 105b. The first side plate 105a has a
first opening 105c for allowing the spool 112 to pass
therethrough.
[0051] The first side cover 106a is supported by the
rear part of the first side plate 105a and that of the second
side plate 105b while being rotatable and axially mova-
ble. The first side cover 106a can be opened and closed.
[0052] The front cover 107 and the thumb rest 108 (see
FIG. 6) are screwed to the frame 105. The shaft support
part 109 is a closed-end tubular member. The shaft sup-
port part 109 supports an end of a spool shaft 116.
[0053] The second side cover 106b is screwed to the
second side plate 105b. The second side cover 106b has
a first boss 106c and a second boss 106d. The first boss
106c is provided for supporting a drive shaft 130 (to be
described) to which the handle 102 is coupled. The sec-
ond boss 106d is provided for supporting the spool shaft
116 to which the spool 112 is fixed.
[0054] The spool 112, a level winding mechanism 115,
and a clutch operating member 117 are disposed inside
the frame 105. The level winding mechanism 115 serves
to uniformly wind the fishing line about the spool 112.
The clutch operating member 117 functions as a thumb
pad in thumbing the fishing line. The spool 112 is allowed
to pass through the first opening 105c of the first side
plate 105a. Further, a gear mechanism 118, a clutch
mechanism, a clutch control mechanism, a casting con-
trol mechanism (which are not illustrated in the figures),
and a drag mechanism 121 are disposed between the
frame 105 and the second side cover 106b. The gear
mechanism 118 is configured to transmit rotational force
from the handle 102 to the spool 112 and the level winding
mechanism 115. The clutch control mechanism is con-
figured to engage/disengage and control the clutch
mechanism in response to an operation of the clutch op-
erating member 117. The casting control mechanism is
a brake mechanism for regulating resistive force to be
produced in rotation of the spool 112. Further, a spool

brake device 123 is disposed between the frame 105 and
the first side cover 106a. The spool brake device 123 is
configured to inhibit occurrence of backlash in casting.
[0055] The spool 112 is a member that the fishing line
is wound about the outer periphery thereof. One end of
the spool shaft 116 extends outside the second side cov-
er 106b while penetrating through the second side plate
105b. The other end of the spool shaft 116 is supported
by the second side cover 106b.

Gear Mechanism

[0056] As illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8, the gear mech-
anism 118 includes the drive shaft 130, the drive gear
131, a pinion gear 132 (see FIG. 8), a first gear 133, and
a second gear 134. The handle 102 is coupled to the
drive shaft 130 while being unitarily rotatable therewith.
The drive gear 131 is attached to the drive shaft 130. The
pinion gear 132 is meshed with the drive gear 131. The
first gear 133 is coupled to the drive shaft 130 while being
unitarily rotatable therewith. The second gear 134 is
meshed with the first gear 133. The second gear 134 is
provided for reciprocating right and left the level winding
mechanism 115 in conjunction with rotation of the handle
102.
[0057] The drive shaft 130 is allowed to be rotated only
in the fishing-line winding direction by a one-way clutch
140 attached to the first boss 106c of the reel unit 101.
The drive shaft 130 is rotatably supported by the reel unit
101 through a first bearing 135a and a second bearing
135b. The first bearing 135a is attached to the first boss
106c of the second side cover 106b. The second bearing
135b is attached to the second side plate 105b.
[0058] A ratchet wheel 136, which functions as a drag
receiver member for receiving drag force of the drag
mechanism 121, is attached to the drive shaft 130 while
being unitarily rotatable therewith. The ratchet wheel 136
functions not only as the drag receiver member but also
as a clutch returning mechanism for returning the clutch
mechanism from a clutch-off state to a clutch-on state.
[0059] Further, the drive gear 131 is rotatably attached
to the drive shaft 130, while a drag plate 137 of the drag
mechanism 121 is attached to the drive shaft 130 in a
unitarily rotatable state. Yet further, the star drag 103 is
screwed onto the drive shaft 130. The handle 102 is fixed
to the drive shaft 130 while being unitarily rotatable there-
with.
[0060] For example, the drive gear 131 is a cylindrical
gear with a module of roughly 1 and a teeth number of
roughly 42. Therefore, the pitch circle diameter is roughly
42 mm. In FIG. 8, the drive gear 131 is depicted as a
gear with sour teeth for convenience of illustration. How-
ever, the drive gear 131 is actually produced as a cylin-
drical gear with helical teeth. The drive gear 131 has a
disc portion 131a and a gear tooth portion 131b formed
on the outer peripheral surface of the disc portion 131a.
For example, the drive gear 131 is formed by gear cutting
for stainless alloy. The gear tooth portion 131b has a
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plurality of gear teeth 131c circumferentially disposed at
intervals. For example, the gear tooth portion 131b has
helical teeth with a helix angle of 20 degrees or less. As
illustrated in FIG. 9, each gear tooth 131c has a first tooth
surface 131d and a second tooth surface 131e. The first
tooth surface 131d is meshed with the pinion gear 132
when the handle 102 is rotated in the fishing-line winding
direction. The second tooth surface 131e is meshed with
the pinion gear 132 when the handle 102 is rotated in the
fishing-line releasing direction. At least the first tooth sur-
face 131d has at least one groove 131f formed along a
simultaneous mesh contact line. The number of grooves
131f can be one. When the number of grooves 131f is
plural, three to fifteen grooves 131f are preferably formed
and aligned at intervals in a direction of a mesh directional
path 131g. Accordingly, apparent mesh frequency is mul-
tiplied by four to sixteen times, and rotational feeling can
be thereby enhanced.
[0061] In the second exemplary embodiment, a plural-
ity of (e.g., four) grooves 131f are formed and aligned at
intervals in the direction of the mesh directional path 131g
intersecting with the simultaneous mesh contact line.
Each groove 131f has a groove width in a range of 25
mm to 100 mm and has a depth in a range of 10 mm to
50 mm. The grooves 131f are formed by machining after
gear cutting.
[0062] The pinion gear 132 is a tubular member that
the spool shaft 116 penetrates through the center thereof.
The pinion gear 132 is rotatably supported by the reel
unit 101. Further, the pinion gear 132 is attached to the
reel unit 101 while being movable in the spool shaft di-
rection. As illustrated in FIG. 8, the pinion gear 132 has
an engaged groove 132a on one end thereof. The en-
gaged groove 132a is formed along the diameter of the
pinion gear 132. The engaged groove 132a is engaged
with an engaging pin (not illustrated in the figures). The
pinion gear 132 has a gear portion 132b on the other end
part thereof. The gear portion 132b is meshed with the
drive gear 131. The pinion gear 132 has a narrowed por-
tion 132c formed between the engaged groove 132a and
the gear portion 132b. The clutch control mechanism is
engaged with the narrowed portion 132c. When the
clutch operating member 117 is operated and located in
a clutch-off position, the pinion gear 132 is configured to
be moved to an off-position located on the right side (i.e.,
the second side cover 106b side) of an on-position in
FIG. 7. Accordingly, the clutch mechanism is set to be in
the clutch-off state.
[0063] The second gear 134 is coupled to a warm shaft
(not illustrated in the figures) of the level winding mech-
anism 115 while being unitarily rotatable therewith.

Drag Mechanism

[0064] In the clutch-on state, the drag mechanism 121
is configured to brake rotation of the spool 112 in the
fishing-line releasing direction through the drive gear
131. Drag force of the drag mechanism 121 is regulated

by the star drag 103. As illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8, the
drag mechanism 121 is configured to slip the drive gear
131 by transmitting the rotation of the handle 102 and
the pressing force of the star drag 103 to the drive gear
131 through an inner race 140a of the one-way clutch
140. Rotation of the spool 112 is thereby braked in the
fishing-line releasing direction. The drag mechanism 121
includes the ratchet wheel 136 and the drag plate 137
coupled to the inner race 140a in a unitarily rotatable
state. To smoothly slip the drive gear 131 in drag actua-
tion, a first drag washer 141a is attached between the
drag plate 137 and the drive gear 131, while a second
drag washer 141b is attached between the drive gear
131 and the ratchet wheel 136. The first and second drag
washers 141a and 141b are made of either felt or graph-
ite.

Action of Dual-Bearing Reel

[0065] Next, the action of the dual-bearing reel will be
explained.
[0066] In releasing the fishing line, the clutch mecha-
nism is switched into the clutch-off state by operating the
clutch operating member 117. As a result, the spool 112
becomes freely rotatable. In casting, the spool 112 is
rotated in the fishing-line releasing direction, and the fish-
ing line with a terminal tackle attached to the tip thereof
is released from the spool 112.
[0067] When the terminal tackle lands in water, the
handle 102 is rotated in the fishing-line winding direction
and the clutch mechanism is thereby switched into the
on-state. Accordingly, the handle 102 and the spool 112
are coupled. When a fish is hooked by the terminal tackle,
the handle 102 is rotated in the fishing-line winding di-
rection. Accordingly, the rotation of the handle 102 is
transmitted to the spool 112 from the drive gear 131
through the pinion gear 132. The spool 112 is thereby
rotated in the fishing-line winding direction. At this time,
when the handle 102 is rotated twice in a second, the
apparent mesh frequency of the drive gear 131 rotating
in the fishing-line winding direction will be 200 or greater
in the one-way clutch 140 and the handle 102 vibrates
at 200 Hz or greater. Therefore, even when amplitude is
enlarged, an angler does not feel it uncomfortable. Thus,
feeling for gear noise is inhibited and rotational feeling is
enhanced.
[0068] Next, when the fishing line is released by pull
of a fish or the like, rotation of the spool 112 is transmitted
to the drive gear 131 and is further transmitted to the
drive shaft 130 and the one-way clutch 140 through the
drag mechanism 121. The one-way clutch 140 prevents
reverse rotation of the drive shaft 130. When the fishing
line is weakly pulled by a fish, the spool 112 is not rotated
and therefore the fishing line is not released. When the
fishing line is strongly pulled by a fish and the rotational
force of the spool 112 is increased, the rotational force
to be transmitted exceeds a set rotational resistive force
of the drag mechanism 121. Accordingly, a slip occurs
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in the drag mechanism 121, and the spool 112 part in-
cluding the drive gear 131 starts rotating. At this time,
the drag mechanism 121 constantly applies predeter-
mined resistive force, i.e., drag force to the spool 112.

Features

[0069] The aforementioned exemplary embodiments
can be expressed as follows.
[0070] (A) The drive gear 11 (or 131) of the spinning
reel 100 (or the dual-bearing reel 200) as a fishing reel
is a drive gear to be used for a fishing reel. The drive
gear 11 (or 131) has the gear tooth portion 11b (or 131b)
and the disc portion 11a (or 131a). The gear tooth portion
11b (or 131b) has the face gear teeth 11c (or the gear
teeth 131c), and each face gear tooth 11c (or each gear
tooth 131c) has at least one groove 11f (or 131f), which
is formed on the first tooth surface 11d (or 131d) thereof
while extending along the direction intersecting with the
mesh directional path 11g (or 131g). The disc portion 11a
(or 131a) is a portion that the gear tooth portion 11b (or
131b) is formed on the radially outer portion of the lateral
surface (or the outer peripheral surface) thereof.
[0071] In the drive gear 11 (or 131), at least one groove
11f (or 131f), which intersects with the mesh directional
path 11g (or 131g), is formed on the first tooth surface
11d (or 131d) of each face gear tooth 11c (or the gear
tooth 131c). Therefore, when the pinion gear 12 (or 132),
which is arranged to be meshed with the drive gear 11
(or 131), is actually meshed with the drive gear 11 (or
131), the contact line of the tooth surface of the pinion
gear 12 (or 132), i.e., the simultaneous mesh contact line
inevitably moves across the groove/grooves 11f (or
131f). Similarly to meshing, vibrations are produced
when each tooth surface of the pinion gear 12 (or 132)
gets across the groove/grooves 11f (or 131f). According-
ly, virtual mesh frequency is increased with a multiple of
a value obtained by adding 1 to the number of grooves
11f (or 131f). In this case, the virtual mesh frequency can
be increased by forming the groove/grooves 11f (or 131f),
intersecting with the mesh directional path 11g (131g),
on each first tooth surface 11d (or 131d) of the drive gear
11 (or 131). Therefore, the rotational feeling of the drive
gear 11 (or 131) can be enhanced without increase in
diameter of the drive gear 11 (or 131) and without deg-
radation in strength of the drive gear 11 (or 131).
[0072] (B) In the drive gear 11 (or 131), at least one
groove 11f (or 131f) extends along the simultaneous
mesh contact line. In this case, the gear to be meshed
with the drive gear more reliably and easily makes contact
with the groove/grooves due to the structure that the
groove/grooves 11f (or 131f) extend(s) along the simul-
taneous mesh contact line.
[0073] (C) In the drive gear 11 (or 131), a plurality of
grooves 11f (or 131f) are formed on each tooth surface
while being disposed at intervals in the direction of the
mesh directional path 11g (or 131g). In this case, virtual
mesh frequency is increased with a multiple of a value

obtained by adding 1 to the number of the grooves 11f
(or 131f) due to the structure that the plural grooves 11f
(or 131f) are formed at intervals along the mesh direc-
tional path. Therefore, rotational feeling can be further
enhanced.
[0074] (D) The drive gear 11 has seven to fifteen
grooves 11f formed on each first tooth surface 11d there-
of.
[0075] (E) In the drive gear 11, the gear tooth portion
11b has the face gear teeth 11c formed on the radially
outer portion of one lateral face of the disc portion 11a.
In this case, it is possible to enhance the rotational feeling
of the drive gear 11 as the face gear with the face gear
teeth 11c for the spinning reel 100.
[0076] (F) In the drive gear 11, the groove/grooves 11f
is/are curvedly formed on each first tooth surface 11d. In
this case, because of its/their curved shape/shapes, the
groove/grooves 11f can be formed along the simultane-
ous mesh contact line of the pinion gear 12 having the
helical teeth to be meshed with the face gear teeth 11c.
[0077] (G) In the drive gear 131, the gear teeth 131c
include the helical teeth formed on the outer peripheral
surface of the disc portion 131a. In this case, it is possible
to enhance the rotational feeling of the drive gear 131 as
the cylindrical gear with helical teeth for the dual-baring
reel 200.

Other Exemplary Embodiments

[0078] Exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion have been explained above. However, the present
invention is not limited to the aforementioned exemplary
embodiments, and a variety of changes can be made
without departing from the scope of the present invention.
Especially, the plural exemplary embodiments and mod-
ifications described in the present specification can be
arbitrarily combined on an as-needed basis.
[0079] (a) In the first exemplary embodiment, the drive
gear 11 is formed by die forming. However, the drive gear
11 can be formed by machining. In this case, the groove/
grooves can be formed by machining, or alternatively, by
stamping.
[0080] (b) In the second exemplary embodiment, the
present invention has been explained by exemplifying a
cylindrical gear with helical teeth. However, the present
invention can be also applied to a cylindrical gear with
either double helical teeth or spur teeth.
[0081] (c) In the present exemplary embodiment, the
groove/grooves is/are entirely formed along the simulta-
neous mesh contact line. However, the present invention
is not limited to the structure. The groove/grooves can
be arbitrarily formed as long as it/they is/are formed to
intersect with the mesh directional path. For example,
the groove/grooves can be formed not entirely but par-
tially along the simultaneous mesh contact line.
[0082] Further, as illustrated in FIG. 10, a plurality of
grooves 231f can be formed in a direction perpendicular
to a tooth trace direction, while being aligned in parallel
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to each other at intervals in the tooth trace direction. Even
in this case, the grooves 231f are formed while intersect-
ing with a mesh directional path 231g. Such grooves 231f
can be formed by machining. Alternatively, such grooves
231f can be formed by overlapping a plurality of metal
plate blanks along the tooth flank direction, executing
gear cutting with respect to the overlapped metal plate
blanks, and disposing spacers among the post-gear cut
metal plate blanks. In this case, the width of each groove
can be adjusted. It should be noted that reference nu-
merals assigned to components in FIG. 10 are expressed
by adding 100 to those assigned to corresponding com-
ponents in FIG. 9. Therefore, components except for the
grooves 231f and the mesh directional path 231g are the
same as those in FIG. 9, and the explanation thereof will
be hereinafter omitted.
[0083] (d) In the aforementioned exemplary embodi-
ments, the dual-bearing reel (including an electric reel)
and the spinning reel are exemplified as a fishing reel.
However, the present invention can be applied to the
other fishing reels. For example, the present invention
can be also applied to a spin cast reel including a drive
gear and a single-bearing reel including a drive gear.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0084] According to the present invention, virtual mesh
frequency can be increased by forming one or more
grooves intersecting with a mesh directional path on ei-
ther or both of the tooth surfaces of each gear tooth.
Therefore, the rotational feeling of a drive gear can be
enhanced without increase in diameter of the drive gear
and without degradation in strength of the drive gear.

Claims

1. A fishing reel drive gear for a fishing reel, the fishing
reel drive gear being arranged to be meshed with a
pinion gear, the fishing reel drive gear comprising:

a gear tooth portion having first and second gear
teeth, the first gear tooth including a first tooth
surface, the second gear tooth including a sec-
ond tooth surface, the first tooth surface includ-
ing a first groove thereon, the second tooth sur-
face including a second groove thereon, the first
and second grooves intersecting with a mesh
directional path; and
a disc portion having an outer peripheral surface
and a radially outer portion of a lateral face,
the gear tooth portion being configured on the
outer peripheral surface or the radially outer por-
tion,
the fishing reel drive gear being arranged to be
meshed with the pinion gear in a direction of the
mesh directional path.

2. The fishing reel drive gear according to claim 1,
wherein
the first groove extends along a simultaneous mesh
contact line being a line at which the tooth surface
is linearly in contact with the pinion gear.

3. The fishing reel drive gear according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein
the first and second grooves are disposed at an in-
terval in a direction of the mesh directional path.

4. The fishing reel drive gear according to claim 3,
wherein
the gear tooth portion includes third to fifteenth
grooves formed on the first tooth surface.

5. The fishing reel drive gear according to any one of
claims 1 to 4, wherein
the first gear teeth includes a face gear teeth formed
on a radially outer portion of a lateral face of the disc
portion.

6. The fishing reel drive gear according to claim 5,
wherein
the first groove is curvedly formed on the first tooth
surface.

7. The fishing reel drive gear according to any one of
claims 1 to 4, wherein
the first gear tooth is a spur tooth, a helical tooth, or
a double helical tooth formed on the outer peripheral
surface of the disc portion.
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