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(54) METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR SELECTING EQUIVALENT PLMN

(57) Provided are a method and apparatus for se-
lecting a Public Land Mobile Network (PLMN). A method
for providing a PLMN list in a Mobility Management Entity
(MME) may include: receiving a request from a user
equipment (UE); determining whether the UE prefers
Voice over Long Term Evolution (VoLTE) according to
the request; and sending, when the UE prefers VoLTE,

a variant equivalent PLMN list that contains, for each
PLMN, information indicating whether VoLTE is support-
ed by the PLMN or a VoLTE-support PLMN list that con-
tains only PLMNs supporting VoLTE. Hence, the UE hav-
ing a preference for VoLTE may select an equivalent
PLMN supporting VoLTE in an effective manner.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a wireless com-
munication sytem and, more particularly, to a method
and apparatus for selecting a Public Land Mobile Net-
work (PLMN) equivalent to the registered PLMN.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] In 3GPP systems such as GSM, WCDMA and
LTE, a public land mobile network (PLMN) refers to a
network operated by a communication service provider.
PLMNs may be identified by PLMN identifiers (PLMN
IDs). A PLMN ID is composed of the Mobile Country Code
(MCC) and the Mobile Network Code (MNC). When a
user equipment (UE) is turned on, the UE selects a PLMN
and registers on the PLMN according to priorities in a
stored PLMN list. The PLMN on which the UE is success-
fully registered is referred to as the registered PLMN.
When a UE roams or network coverage of a network
operator covers only a part (not whole) of the country,
the network operator may make a roaming agreement
with a different network operator so as to enable the UE
to use a PLMN of the different network operator. In other
words, the UE may perform inter-PLMN handover. For
inter-PLMN movement, a PLMN considered as equiva-
lent to the registered PLMN by the UE is referred to as
an equivalent PLMN.
[0003] In other words, an equivalent PLMN is a PLMN
that is considered as equivalent to the registered PLMN
by the UE for PLMN selection, and cell selection/rese-
lection. For example, in the LTE system, a UE may re-
ceive an equivalent PLMN list from the network or update
an existing equivalent PLMN list in the course of a pro-
cedure for attach, combined attach, tracking area update
(TAU), or combined TAU. The UE stores both the equiv-
alent PLMN list and registered PLMN information. This
stored list is maintained even when the UE is turned off,
and may be used for PLMN selection and cell selection
when the UE is turned on again. The stored list may be
deleted when the Universal Subscriber Identity Module
(USIM) is removed from the UE or when the UE makes
an emergency call.
[0004] The attach procedure is a procedure whereby
the UE connects to the network. The combined attach
procedure is a procedure whereby the UE connects to
both a Packet Service (PS) network and a Circuit Service
(CS) network. The TAU procedure is a procedure where-
by the UE notifies the network of a change in Tracking
Area (TA) or occurrence of a designated event. The com-
bined TAU procedure is a procedure whereby the UE
notifies both a PS network and a CS network of a TA
change.
[0005] In most cases, a UE may have to receive an
equivalent PLMN list that has been created according to
preset operator policies regardless of services desired

by the UE. However, PLMNs in the equivalent PLMN list
may fail to provide the same service. For example, only
some of PLMNs in the equivalent PLMN list may provide
a Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) service such as
Voice over Long Term Evolution (VoLTE). A UE may pre-
fer utilizing a VoIP voice call service to utilizing a CS voice
call service, or may support a VoIP voice call service
only. Additionally, in the same PLMN, only some evolved
Node Bs (eNBs or base stations) may support a VoIP
voice call service. In this case, when a UE receives an
equivalent PLMN list in which only roaming agreements
of network operators are reflected but UE service pref-
erences or supportability and eNB service supportability
are not reflected, the UE may fail to receive a desired
service.
[0006] FIG. 1 depicts a situation where a UE roams
from PLMN-1 to the service area of PLMN-2 and PLMN-3.
[0007] In FIG. 1, the UE supports VoLTE and prefers
usage of VoLTE to a CS voice call service. Among three
PLMNs (PLMN-1, PLMN-2 and PLMN-3), the registered
PLMN is PLMN-1. PLMN-1 supports VoLTE; PLMN-2
does not support VoLTE; and PLMN-3 supports VoLTE.
According to an existing scheme, as the Mobility Man-
agement Entity (MME) creates an equivalent PLMN list
without consideration of UE preferences for VoLTE,
PLMN-2 and PLMN-3 may be contained in the equivalent
PLMN list of PLMN-1. In this case, as the UE may ran-
domly selects a PLMN from the equivalent PLMN list for
PLMN selection and/or cell selection, PLMN-2 not sup-
porting VoLTE may be selected. Consequently, the UE
may be unable to receive a voice service in a supportable
or preferable manner.

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION TECHNICAL PROB-
LEM

[0008] The present invention has been made in view
of the above problems. Accordingly, an aspect of the
present invention is to provide a method that enables a
user equipment having a preference for a specific service
to select a PLMN supporting the service.
[0009] More specifically, an aspect of the present in-
vention is to provide a method that enables a user equip-
ment supporting/preferring VoLTE to select a PLMN/cell
supporting VoLTE first.

SOLUTION TO PROBLEM

[0010] In accordance with an aspect of the present in-
vention, a method for providing a PLMN list in an MME
is provided. The method may include: receiving a request
from a UE; determining whether the UE prefers VoLTE
according to the request; and sending, when the UE pre-
fers VoLTE, a variant equivalent PLMN list that contains,
for each PLMN, information indicating whether VoLTE is
supported by the PLMN or a VoLTE-support PLMN list
that contains only PLMNs supporting VoLTE.
[0011] In accordance with an aspect of the present in-
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vention, a method for selecting an equivalent PLMN in a
user equipment (UE) is provided. The method may in-
clude: receiving a variant equivalent PLMN list that con-
tains, for each PLMN, information indicating whether
VoLTE is supported by the PLMN or a VoLTE-support
PLMN list that contains only PLMNs supporting VoLTE;
and selecting an equivalent PLMN supporting VoLTE on
the basis of the variant equivalent PLMN list or VoLTE-
support PLMN list.
[0012] In accordance with an aspect of the present in-
vention, a method for selecting an equivalent PLMN in
an evolved Node B (eNB) is provided. The method may
include: receiving a variant equivalent PLMN list that con-
tains, for each PLMN, information indicating whether
VoLTE is supported by the PLMN or a VoLTE-support
PLMN list that contains only PLMNs supporting VoLTE;
and selecting, when PLMN selection is needed for a UE
having a preference for VoLTE, an equivalent PLMN sup-
porting VoLTE on the basis of the variant equivalent
PLMN list or VoLTE-support PLMN list; and sending a
"handover required" message to a target eNB corre-
sponding to the selected PLMN.
[0013] In accordance with another aspect of the
present invention, a Mobility Management Entity (MME)
providing PLMN lists is provided. The MME may include:
a communication unit to receive a request from a UE;
and a control unit to determine whether the UE prefers
VoLTE on the basis of the request. When the UE prefers
VoLTE, the communication unit may send a variant
equivalent PLMN list that contains, for each PLMN, in-
formation indicating whether VoLTE is supported by the
PLMN or a VoLTE-support PLMN list that contains only
PLMNs supporting VoLTE.
[0014] In accordance with another aspect of the
present invention, a user equipment (UE) selecting an
equivalent PLMN is provided. The UE may include: a
communication unit to receive a variant equivalent PLMN
list that contains, for each PLMN, information indicating
whether VoLTE is supported by the PLMN or a VoLTE-
support PLMN list that contains only PLMNs supporting
VoLTE; and a control unit to select an equivalent PLMN
supporting VoLTE on the basis of the variant equivalent
PLMN list or VoLTE-support PLMN list.
[0015] In accordance with another aspect of the
present invention, an evolved Node B (eNB) selecting an
equivalent PLMN is provided. The eNB may include: a
communication unit to receive a variant equivalent PLMN
list that contains, for each PLMN, information indicating
whether VoLTE is supported by the PLMN or a VoLTE-
support PLMN list that contains only PLMNs supporting
VoLTE; and a control unit to select, when PLMN selection
is needed for a UE having a preference for VoLTE, an
equivalent PLMN supporting VoLTE on the basis of the
variant equivalent PLMN list or VoLTE-support PLMN
list. The communication unit may send a "handover re-
quired" message to a target eNB corresponding to the
selected PLMN.

ADVANTAGEOUS EFFECTS OF INVENTION

[0016] In a feature of the present invention, a user
equipment having a preference for VoLTE may select an
equivalent PLMN supporting VoLTE in an effective man-
ner.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0017]

FIG. 1 depicts a situation where a UE roams from
PLMN-1 to the service area of PLMN-2 and PLMN-3.
FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a procedure performed by
the MME for creating an equivalent PLMN* list ac-
cording to a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 3 illustrates an equivalent PLMN* list according
to the first embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 4 is a sequence diagram illustrating delivery of
a PLMN* list according to the first embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 5 illustrates a PLMN list supporting VoLTE ac-
cording to a second embodiment of the present in-
vention.
FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a procedure performed by
the UE for PLMN/cell selection according to a third
embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 7 is a flowchart of a procedure performed by
the eNB for PLMN/cell selection according to a fourth
embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a UE 401 according to
an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 9 is a block diagram of an eNB 402 (or base
station) according to an embodiment of the present
invention.
FIG. 10 is a block diagram of an MME 403 according
to an embodiment of the present invention.

MODE FOR THE INVENTION

[0018] Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments of the
present invention are described in detail with reference
to the accompanying drawings. Detailed descriptions of
well-known functions and structures incorporated herein
may be omitted to avoid obscuring the subject matter of
the present invention.
[0019] The following description of embodiments of the
present invention is focused on the Evolved Packet Sys-
tem (EPS). However, it should be apparent to those
skilled in the art that the subject matter of the present
invention is also applicable to other communication sys-
tems having a similar technical background without sig-
nificant modification.
[0020] In a first embodiment of the present invention,
the MME creates an equivalent PLMN list in considera-
tion of UE preference for VoLTE and eNB supportability
for VoLTE.
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[0021] For each PLMN in an equivalent PLMN list of
the first embodiment, information indicating whether
VoLTE is supported by the PLMN is included. In the fol-
lowing description, an equivalent PLMN list created ac-
cording to the first embodiment of the present invention
is referred to as an equivalent PLMN* list (asterisk added)
or as a first variant PLMN list.
[0022] The MME delivers the created equivalent
PLMN* list to the eNB and UE.
[0023] In a second embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the MME creates a VoLTE-support PLMN list in con-
sideration of UE preference for VoLTE and eNB support-
ability for VoLTE, separately from an equivalent PLMN
list. The MME delivers the created VoLTE-support PLMN
list to the eNB and UE.
[0024] In a third embodiment of the present invention,
for PLMN selection, a UE having a preference for VoLTE
selects a PLMN supporting VoLTE from the received
equivalent PLMN* list or VoLTE-support PLMN list. Se-
lection of the PLMN may involve selection of a cell be-
longing to the PLMN.
[0025] In a fourth embodiment of the present invention,
when a UE having a preference for VoLTE performs
handover, the source eNB selects a PLMN supporting
VoLTE from the received equivalent PLMN* list or
VoLTE-support PLMN list. Selection of the PLMN may
involve selection of a cell belonging to the PLMN as a
target cell. Selection of the PLMN may involve selection
of an eNB managing cells belonging to the PLMN as a
target eNB.
[0026] FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a procedure performed
by the MME for creating an equivalent PLMN* list accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present invention.
[0027] At step 210, the MME receives a request from
a UE. Here, the request may be one or more of an attach
request, a combined attach request, a TAU request, and
a combined TAU request.
[0028] At step 220, the MME checks whether the UE
having sent the request prefers VoLTE. For example,
when the request contains information on VoLTE prefer-
ence, the MME may determine that the UE prefers
VoLTE. The MME may recognize UE preferences on the
basis of an information element "voice domain prefer-
ence and UE usage setting" sent by the UE.
[0029] Upon determining that the UE has a preference
for VoLTE, the procedure proceeds to step 230 at which
the MME determines whether the eNB serving the UE
supports VoLTE. Determination at step 230 may be
achieved through a function "UE Radio Capability
Match". In a variant embodiment, step 230 may be
skipped by assuming that all eNBs support VoLTE.
[0030] Upon determining that the eNB supports
VoLTE, the procedure proceeds to step 240 at which the
MME creates an equivalent PLMN* list with VoLTE indi-
cation.
[0031] Upon determining that the UE does not have a
preference for VoLTE at step 220, or upon determining
that the eNB does not support VoLTE at step 230, the

procedure proceeds to step 250 at which the MME cre-
ates an equivalent PLMN list according to an existing
scheme without consideration of VoLTE.
[0032] FIG. 3 illustrates an equivalent PLMN* list ac-
cording to the first embodiment of the present invention.
[0033] In the first embodiment, for each PLMN in an
equivalent PLMN* list, information indicating whether
VoLTE is supported by the PLMN is included in the equiv-
alent PLMN* list. In the first embodiment, this indication
may be achieved using an indicator or field "VoLTE sup-
port indicator for PLMN". When a PLMN supports VoLTE,
the corresponding indicator may be set to 1; and when
a PLMN does not support VoLTE, the corresponding in-
dicator may be set to 0. The VoLTE support indicator for
a PLMN may be combined with other information or be
two or more bits wide. On the contrary, when a PLMN
supports VoLTE, the corresponding VoLTE support in-
dicator may be set to 0; and when a PLMN does not
support VoLTE, the corresponding VoLTE support indi-
cator may be set to 1.
[0034] FIG. 4 is a sequence diagram illustrating deliv-
ery of a PLMN* list according to the first embodiment of
the present invention. In FIG. 4, a PLMN* list is delivered
as part of the attach procedure. In a variant embodiment,
a PLMN* list may be delivered as part of a different pro-
cedure or as a separate procedure. Steps of the attach
procedure not directly related to the preset embodiment
are omitted in FIG. 4.
[0035] At step 410, a UE 401 sends an attach request
to an MME 403 of the network. Here, the attach request
may include an indicator for VoLTE preference of the UE
401. VoLTE preference may be indicated by the existing
information element "voice domain preference and UE’s
usage setting". Alternatively, a new parameter indicating
VoLTE preference may be added.
[0036] At step 420, the MME 403 sends a UE Radio
Capability Match request to the eNB 402 serving the UE
401. At step 430, the MME 403 receives a UE Radio
Capability Match response from the eNB 402. Step 420
and step 430 are related to the UE Radio Capability
Match function. The MME 403 may determine whether
the eNB 402 supports VoLTE by use of the UE Radio
Capability Match function. Among PLMNs belonging to
the same PLMN, some eNBs may support VoLTE and
some other eNBs may not support VoLTE. Hence, it is
necessary to examine radio capabilities for each eNB.
The MME 403 may use the UE Radio Capability Match
function to identify radio capabilities of the eNB 402.
[0037] At step 440, the MME 403 creates an equivalent
PLMN* list or equivalent PLMN list in consideration of
preferences of the UE 401 and VoLTE supportability of
the eNB 402. The list to be created may be determined
according to the procedure of FIG. 2. Here, it is assumed
that the MME 403 creates an equivalent PLMN* list.
[0038] At step 450, the MME 403 sends an Attach Ac-
cept/Initial Context Setup request to the eNB 402. Here,
the Attach Accept/Initial Context Setup request contains
the equivalent PLMN* list. The Initial Context Setup re-
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quest/response is used by the MME 403 to send UE con-
text to the eNB 402.
[0039] At step 460, the eNB 402 stores the received
equivalent PLMN* list (having information on VoLTE sup-
portability).
[0040] At step 470, the eNB 402 forwards the Attach
Accept message to the UE 401. Here, the Attach Accept
message contains the equivalent PLMN* list.
[0041] At step 480, the eNB 402 sends an Initial Con-
text Setup response to the MME 403.
[0042] In a variant embodiment, the UE 401 may re-
ceive a PLMN* list as part of the TAU procedure instead
of the attach procedure. When an updated equivalent
PLMN* list is delivered through the TAU procedure, the
MME 403 may forward the updated equivalent PLMN*
list to the eNB 402 through a separate signaling message.
[0043] FIG. 5 illustrates a VoLTE-support PLMN list
according to the second embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[0044] The MME may deliver not only a conventional
equivalent PLMN list but also a VoLTE-support PLMN
list to the UE having a preference for VoLTE. The VoLTE-
support PLMN list may be delivered as part of delivery
of the equivalent PLMN list or be separately delivered
through a Non-Access Stratum (NAS) procedure or a S1
Application Protocol (S1-AP) procedure. The NAS is a
message transmission protocol between UE and MME,
and the S1-AP is a message transmission protocol be-
tween eNB and MME. The VoLTE-support PLMN list in-
cludes only PLMNs supporting VoLTE.
[0045] FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a procedure performed
by the UE for PLMN/cell selection according to the third
embodiment of the present invention.
[0046] The UE stores an equivalent PLMN* list (de-
scribed as the first embodiment) or VoLTE-support
PLMN list (described as the second embodiment) deliv-
ered from the MME. Referring to FIG. 6, at step 610, the
UE determines that PLMN and/or cell selection is nec-
essary. At step 620, the UE determines whether an equiv-
alent PLMN supporting VoLTE is present. Here, the
equivalent PLMN* list (first embodiment) or VoLTE-sup-
port PLMN list (second embodiment) may be used for
this determination. If an equivalent PLMN supporting
VoLTE is present, the procedure proceeds to step 640
at which the UE performs PLMN and/or cell selection
according to the equivalent PLMN supporting VoLTE. If
an equivalent PLMN supporting VoLTE is not present,
the procedure proceeds to step 630 at which the UE per-
forms PLMN and/or cell selection according to a random-
ly selected equivalent PLMN.
[0047] When the UE maintains a VoLTE-support
PLMN list, the UE may examine the VoLTE-support
PLMN list first for PLMN and/or cell selection.
[0048] FIG. 7 is a flowchart of a procedure performed
by the eNB for PLMN/cell selection according to the fourth
embodiment of the present invention.
[0049] The eNB stores an equivalent PLMN* list (de-
scribed as the first embodiment) or VoLTE-support

PLMN list (described as the second embodiment) deliv-
ered from the MME. Referring to FIG. 7, at step 710, the
source eNB determines that PLMN and/or cell selection
is necessary. At step 720, the eNB determines whether
an equivalent PLMN supporting VoLTE is present on the
equivalent PLMN* list or VoLTE-support PLMN list. If an
equivalent PLMN supporting VoLTE is present, the pro-
cedure proceeds to step 740 at which the eNB performs
PLMN and/or cell selection according to the equivalent
PLMN supporting VoLTE. If an equivalent PLMN sup-
porting VoLTE is not present, the procedure proceeds to
step 730 at which the eNB performs PLMN and/or cell
selection according to a randomly selected equivalent
PLMN.
[0050] PLMN/cell selection may involve selecting, by
the source eNB, a cell belonging to the PLMN as the
target cell. PLMN selection may involve selecting, by the
source eNB, an eNB serving a cell belonging to the PLMN
as the target eNB.
[0051] At step 750, the eNB sends a "handover re-
quired" message to the target eNB supporting the select-
ed PLMN and/or cell.
[0052] FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a UE 401 according
to an embodiment of the present invention. Referring to
FIG. 8, the UE 401 includes a communication unit 810
and a control unit 820. Components of the UE 401 not
directly related to the embodiments of the present inven-
tion are omitted. The control unit 820 controls the UE 401
to perform PLMN selection according to one of the above
embodiments. For example, the control unit 820 may per-
form decision/control operations necessary for the pro-
cedure described in FIG. 6. The communication unit 810
sends and receives signals needed to carry out one of
the above embodiments.
[0053] FIG. 9 is a block diagram of an eNB 402 (or
base station) according to an embodiment of the present
invention. Referring to FIG. 9, the eNB 402 includes a
communication unit 910 and a control unit 920. Compo-
nents of the eNB 402 not directly related to the embodi-
ments of the present invention are omitted. The control
unit 920 controls the eNB 402 to perform PLMN selection
according to one of the above embodiments when the
UE 401 performs handover. For example, the control unit
920 may perform decision/control operations necessary
for the procedure described in FIG. 7. The communica-
tion unit 810 sends and receives signals needed to carry
out one of the above embodiments.
[0054] FIG. 10 is a block diagram of an MME 403 ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention. Re-
ferring to FIG. 10, the MME 403 includes a communica-
tion unit 1010 and a control unit 1020. Components of
the MME 403 not directly related to the embodiments of
the present invention are omitted. The control unit 1020
controls the MME 403 to create an equivalent PLMN* list
or VoLTE-support PLMN list according to one of the
above embodiments when a request is received from the
UE 401. For example, the control unit 1020 may perform
decision/control operations necessary for the procedure
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described in FIG. 2. The communication unit 1010 sends
and receives signals needed to carry out one of the above
embodiments.
[0055] The above embodiments are described with a
focus on VoLTE preference of a UE and VoLTE support-
ability of an eNB/cell/PLMN. The above description may
also be applied to the case of a specific preference of a
UE and corresponding supportability of an
eNB/cell/PLMN. For example, when a UE prefers a sec-
ond protocol to a first protocol for data connection, a
scheme similar to that described in the above embodi-
ments may be utilized so as to link the UE with an
eNB/cell/PLMN supporting the second protocol.
[0056] The above embodiments can be implemented
as a program executable on an electronic device such
as a computer, and the program can be stored in a stor-
age medium.

Claims

1. A method for providing a Public Land Mobile Network
(PLMN) list in a Mobility Management Entity (MME),
the method comprising:

receiving a request from a user equipment (UE);
determining whether the UE prefers Voice over
Long Term Evolution (VoLTE) according to the
request; and
sending, when the UE prefers VoLTE, a variant
equivalent PLMN list that contains, for each
PLMN, information indicating whether VoLTE is
supported by the PLMN or a VoLTE-support
PLMN list that contains only PLMNs supporting
VoLTE.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein sending a variant
equivalent PLMN list or a VoLTE-support PLMN list
comprises sending the variant equivalent PLMN list
or VoLTE-support PLMN list when the UE prefers
VoLTE and an evolved Node B (eNB) serving the
UE supports VoLTE.

3. A method for selecting an equivalent Public Land
Mobile Network (PLMN) in a user equipment (UE),
the method comprising:

receiving a variant equivalent PLMN list that
contains, for each PLMN, information indicating
whether VoLTE is supported by the PLMN or a
VoLTE-support PLMN list that contains only
PLMNs supporting VoLTE; and
selecting an equivalent PLMN supporting
VoLTE on the basis of the variant equivalent
PLMN list or VoLTE-support PLMN list.

4. A method for selecting an equivalent Public Land
Mobile Network (PLMN) in an evolved Node B (eNB),

the method comprising:

receiving a variant equivalent PLMN list that
contains, for each PLMN, information indicating
whether VoLTE is supported by the PLMN or a
VoLTE-support PLMN list that contains only
PLMNs supporting VoLTE; and
selecting, when PLMN selection is needed for a
UE having a preference for VoLTE, an equiva-
lent PLMN supporting VoLTE on the basis of the
variant equivalent PLMN list or VoLTE-support
PLMN list; and
sending a "handover required" message to a tar-
get eNB corresponding to the selected PLMN.

5. A Mobility Management Entity (MME) providing
PLMN lists, comprising:

a communication unit to receive a request from
a UE; and
a control unit to determine whether the UE pre-
fers VoLTE on the basis of the request,
wherein, when the UE prefers VoLTE, the com-
munication unit sends a variant equivalent
PLMN list that contains, for each PLMN, infor-
mation indicating whether VoLTE is supported
by the PLMN or a VoLTE-support PLMN list that
contains only PLMNs supporting VoLTE.

6. The MME of claim 5, wherein the communication
unit sends the variant equivalent PLMN list or
VoLTE-support PLMN list when the UE prefers
VoLTE and an eNB serving the UE supports VoLTE.

7. A user equipment (UE) selecting an equivalent
PLMN, comprising:

a communication unit to receive a variant equiv-
alent PLMN list that contains, for each PLMN,
information indicating whether VoLTE is sup-
ported by the PLMN or a VoLTE-support PLMN
list that contains only PLMNs supporting VoLTE;
and
a control unit to select an equivalent PLMN sup-
porting VoLTE on the basis of the variant equiv-
alent PLMN list or VoLTE-support PLMN list.

8. An evolved Node B (eNB) selecting an equivalent
PLMN, comprising:

a communication unit to receive a variant equiv-
alent PLMN list that contains, for each PLMN,
information indicating whether VoLTE is sup-
ported by the PLMN or a VoLTE-support PLMN
list that contains only PLMNs supporting VoLTE;
and
a control unit to select, when PLMN selection is
needed for a UE having a preference for VoLTE,

9 10 



EP 2 814 287 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

an equivalent PLMN supporting VoLTE on the
basis of the variant equivalent PLMN list or
VoLTE-support PLMN list,
wherein the communication unit sends a
"handover required" message to a target eNB
corresponding to the selected PLMN.

11 12 



EP 2 814 287 A1

8



EP 2 814 287 A1

9



EP 2 814 287 A1

10



EP 2 814 287 A1

11



EP 2 814 287 A1

12



EP 2 814 287 A1

13



EP 2 814 287 A1

14



EP 2 814 287 A1

15



EP 2 814 287 A1

16



EP 2 814 287 A1

17



EP 2 814 287 A1

18

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 2 814 287 A1

19

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55


	bibliography
	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

