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(57) Provided is a hot water supply device associated
with a heat pump. In the hot water supply device, refrig-
erants flowing through an evaporator and a compressor

on a refrigerant cycle are heat-exchanged with water.
Thus, a hot water supply operation can be continuously
performed without a defrosting operation.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a hot water sup-
ply device associated with a heat pump to supply hot
water.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] In general, a hot water supply device uses a
heating source to heat water and supply the heated water
to a user. In this case, a device using a heat pump to
heat water and supply the heated water to a user can be
referred to as a hot water supply device associated with
a heat pump.
[0003] The hot water supply device associated with
the heat pump includes a water supply passage for sup-
plying water, a water storage part for storing the water
supplied through the water supply passage, a heating
source for heating the supplied water, and a water dis-
charge passage for supplying the heated water to a user.
[0004] The heat pump includes a compressor com-
pressing a refrigerant, a condenser in which the refriger-
ant discharged from the compressor is condensed, an
expander in which the refrigerant passing through the
condenser is expanded, an evaporator in which the re-
frigerant expanded through the expander is evaporated,
and a refrigerant pipe connecting the compressor, the
condenser, the expander, and the evaporator to form a
refrigerant cycle.
[0005] While the refrigerant flows in the heat pump,
the refrigerant absorbs heat in the evaporator and emits
heat in the condenser. The refrigerant transmits heat to
the water in the hot water supply device, so that the hot
water supply device can perform a hot water supply op-
eration.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] The presnet invention provides a hot water sup-
ply device associated with a heat pump, which can min-
imize degradation due to an outdoor condition variation
and continuously perform a hot water supply operation
and a heating operation without a defrosting operation.
The hot water supply device associated with a heat pump
and using the heat pump to perform a hot water supply
operation includes: a compressor compressing a refrig-
erant; a condenser in which the refrigerant discharged
from the compressor is condensed; an expander in which
the refrigerant passing through the condenser is expand-
ed; an evaporator in which the refrigerant passing
through the expander is evaporated; and wherein refrig-
erants of the condenser and the evaporator are heat-
exchanged with water to continuously perform the hot
water supply operation without a defrosting operation.

Therefore, acoording to the present invention, degrada-
tion due to the variation in an outdoor condition such as
outdoor temperature can be minimized and defrosting
operation is unnecessary, and the hot water supply op-
eration and the heating operation can be continuously
performed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007]

Fig. 1 is a schematic view illustrating a hot water
supply device associated with a heat pump, accord-
ing to a first embodiment.
Fig. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a flow of a control
signal of a hot water supply device associated with
a heat pump, according to an embodiment.
Fig. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a control flow when
a hot water supply device associated with a heat
pump is in a freezing and bursting prevention oper-
ation, according to an embodiment.
Fig. 4 is a schematic view illustrating a circulation of
heat source side water in a hot water supply device
associated with a heat pump, according to an em-
bodiment.
Fig. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a control flow when
a hot water supply device associated with a heat
pump is in a water saving operation, according to an
embodiment.
Fig. 6 is a schematic view illustrating a hot water
supply device associated with a heat pump, accord-
ing to a second embodiment.
Fig. 7 is a schematic view illustrating a hot water
supply device associated with a heat pump, accord-
ing to a third embodiment.
Fig. 8 is a schematic view illustrating a hot water
supply device associated with a heat pump, accord-
ing to a fourth embodiment.
Fig. 9 is a schematic view illustrating a hot water
supply device associated with a heat pump, accord-
ing to a fifth embodiment.
Fig. 10 is a schematic view illustrating a hot water
supply device associated with a heat pump, accord-
ing to a sixth embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0008] Reference will now be made in detail to the em-
bodiments of the present disclosure, examples of which
are illustrated in the accompanying drawings.
[0009] In the following detailed description of the pre-
ferred embodiments, reference is made to the accompa-
nying drawings that form a part hereof, and in which is
shown by way of illustration specific preferred embodi-
ments in which the invention may be practiced. These
embodiments are described in sufficient detail to enable
those skilled in the art to practice the invention, and it is
understood that other embodiments may be utilized and
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that logical structural, mechanical, electrical, and chem-
ical changes may be made without departing from the
spirit or scope of the invention. To avoid detail not nec-
essary to enable those skilled in the art to practice the
invention, the description may omit certain information
known to those skilled in the art. The following detailed
description is, therefore, not to be taken in a limiting
sense, and the scope of the present invention is defined
only by the appended claims.
[0010] FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram of a first em-
bodiment of a water circulation system associated with
a refrigerant cycle according to the present invention.
[0011] Referring to FIG. 1, the water circulation system
S associated with the refrigerant cycle includes a first
refrigerant circulation unit where first refrigerant ex-
changing heat with outdoor air flows to perform the re-
frigerant cycle, a second refrigerant circulation unit where
second refrigerant exchanging heat with the first refrig-
erant flows to perform the refrigerant cycle, and a water
circulation unit where water for at least one of indoor heat-
ing/cooling and hot water supplying. At this time, the re-
frigerant cycle means transmitting the heat by repetitively
performing compression, condensation, expansion, and
evaporation processes.
[0012] In addition, the water circulation system S as-
sociated with the refrigerant cycle includes an outdoor
unit 1 where Fig. 1 is a schematic view illustrating a hot
water supply device associated with a heat pump, ac-
cording to a first embodiment.
[0013] Referring to Fig. 1, a hot water supply device 1
associated with a heat pump includes a compressor 111
compressing a refrigerant, a condenser in which the re-
frigerant discharged from the compressor 111 is con-
densed, an expander 113 in which the refrigerant dis-
charged from the condenser is expanded, and an evap-
orator in which the refrigerant discharged from the ex-
pander 113 is evaporated.
[0014] The hot water supply device 1 includes the com-
pressor 111, a usage side heat exchanger 12 using the
refrigerant to perform a hot water supply operation and
an indoor heating/cooling operation, the expander 113,
and a heat source side heat exchanger 14 in which the
refrigerant absorbs and emits heat from and to a heat
source. The heat source is an object from and to which
refrigerant absorbs and emits heat, and denotes water
in a water supply part to be described later.
[0015] The usage heat exchanger 12 and the heat
source heat exchanger 14 may function as condensers
or evaporators according to operation conditions. In de-
tail, in a heating operation, the usage heat exchanger 12
may be used as a condenser and the heat source heat
exchanger 14 may be used as an evaporator, and, in a
cooling operation, the usage heat exchanger 12 may be
used as an evaporator, and the heat source heat ex-
changer 14 may be used as a condenser.
[0016] The hot water supply device 1 further includes
a flow switch part 115 switching a flow direction of the
refrigerant discharged from the compressor 111 to one

of the usage heat exchanger 12 and the heat source heat
exchanger 14, and a refrigerant pipe 110 connecting the
compressor 111, the flow switch part 115, the usage heat
exchanger 12, the expander 113, and the heat source
heat exchanger 14 to form a refrigerant cycle.
[0017] The refrigerants flowing through the condenser
and the evaporator are heat-exchanged with water. That
is, heat is exchanged between refrigerant and water at
both the heat source side heat exchanger 14 and the
usage side heat exchanger 12. That is, the usage side
heat exchanger 12 and the heat source side heat ex-
changer 14 are provided as a water refrigerant heat ex-
changer exchanging heat between the refrigerant and
water. Thus, since a defrosting operation of the heat ex-
changers 12 and 14 is not required, the hot water supply
operation and the heating operation can be continuously
performed.
[0018] The hot water supply device 1 further includes
a water pipe 150 in which water heat-exchanged with the
refrigerant in the usage heat exchanger 12 flows, a usage
side pump 151 forcibly moving the water in the water pipe
150, a hot water supply part 16 using the water heated
by the refrigerant in the usage side heat exchanger 12
to supply the heated water, and an heating/cooling part
17 using the water heat-exchanged with the refrigerant
in the usage side heat exchanger 12 to perform a heating/
cooling operation.
[0019] In detail, the water pipe 150 is connected to the
usage side heat exchanger 12 to move water heat-ex-
changed with the refrigerant in the usage side heat ex-
changer 12. The water pipe 130 forms a closed loop cir-
cuit such that water heat-exchanged with the refrigerant
in the usage side heat exchanger 12 returns to the usage
side heat exchanger 12 through the hot water supply part
16 or the heating/cooling part 17. That is, water passing
through the usage side heat exchanger 12 circulates to
pass through the hot water supply part 16 or the heating/
cooling part 17 along the water pipe 150. The usage side
pump 151 is installed on a side of the water pipe 150 to
forcibly move water in the water pipe 150.
[0020] The hot water supply part 16 heats and supplies
water, e.g., for face-washing or dish-washing. In detail,
the hot water supply part 16 includes a hot water supply
tank 161 storing water supplied from the outside and
heating the stored water, a hot water supply heat ex-
changer 162 exchanging heat between water passing
through the usage side heat exchanger 12 and water of
the hot water supply tank 161, an auxiliary heater 163
disposed in the hot water supply tank 161, and a water
discharge passage 164 supplying hot water from the hot
water supply tank 161 to a user.
[0021] The hot water supply heat exchanger 162 may
be configured in any shape provided that water of the hot
water supply tank 161 can be heated by water flowing in
the water pipe 150, for example, at least one portion of
the water pipe 150 may be accommodated in the hot
water supply tank 161.
[0022] The heating/cooling part 17 includes an indoor
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heat exchanger 170 that is adjacent to an indoor space
to exchange heat between the second refrigerant and
the indoor space. In more detail, the indoor heat exchang-
er 170 includes an air-conditioning heat exchanger 171
in which heat is exchanged between indoor air and the
second refrigerant, and a bottom heat exchanger 172 in
which heat is exchanged between an indoor bottom and
the second refrigerant.
[0023] The air-conditioning heat exchanger 171 may
be any device such as a fan coil unit in which heat can
be exchanged between water and indoor air. The bottom
heat exchanger 172 may be configured in any shape pro-
vided that heat can be exchanged between water and
the indoor bottom, for example, at least one portion of
the water pipe 150 is installed in the indoor bottom.
[0024] The hot water supply part 16 may be connected
to the heating/cooling part 17 in parallel on the water pipe
150. In more detail, the water pipe 150 includes a hot
water supply pipe 152 branched from a discharge side
of the usage side heat exchanger 12 and joining an in-
troduction side of the usage side heat exchanger 12, and
a heating/cooling water pipe 153. The hot water supply
part 16 is installed on the hot water supply pipe 152, and
the heating/cooling part 17 is installed on the heating/
cooling water pipe 153. A point of the water pipe 150 from
which the hot water supply pipe 152 and the heating/
cooling water pipe 153 are branched may be provided
with an usage side three-way valve 155 switching a flow
direction of water such that water passing through the
usage side heat exchanger 12 is selectively introduced
to one of the hot water supply part 16 and the heating/
cooling part 17.
[0025] The air-conditioning heat exchanger 171 may
be connected to the bottom heat exchanger 172 in par-
allel on the water pipe 150. In more detail, the heating/
cooling water pipe 153 includes an air-conditioning water
pipe 174 and a bottom water pipe 175, which are
branched from each other. The air-conditioning heat ex-
changer 171 is installed on the air-conditioning water pipe
174, and the bottom heat exchanger 172 is installed in
the bottom water pipe 175. A point of the heating/cooling
water pipe 153 where the air-conditioning water pipe 174
and the bottom water pipe 175 are branched from each
other may be provided with a heating/cooling side three-
way valve 176 switching a flow direction of water such
that water introduced into the bottom water pipe 175 is
selectively introduced to one of the air-conditioning heat
exchanger 171 and the bottom heat exchanger 172.
[0026] The hot water supply device 1 further includes
a water supply part 18 in which water to be heat-ex-
changed with the refrigerant in the heat source side heat
exchanger 14 flows. The water supply part 18 includes
a water supply passage 181 connected to a water supply
source, a circulation passage 182 in which water to be
heat-exchanged with the refrigerant in the heat source
side heat exchanger 14 circulates, a circulation side
pump 183 forcibly moving water in the circulation pas-
sage 182, a circulation side supply passage 184 supply-

ing water to the circulation passage 182, a water supply
adjustment part 185 selectively preventing a water supply
through the circulation side supply passage 184, a circu-
lation side discharge passage 186 discharging water cir-
culating in the circulation passage 182, and a water dis-
charge adjustment part 187 selectively preventing a wa-
ter discharge through the circulation side discharge pas-
sage 186.
[0027] Since the heat source side heat exchanger 14
is simultaneously connected to the circulation passage
182 and the refrigerant pipe 110, heat is exchanged in
the heat source heat exchanger 14 between water flow-
ing in the circulation passage 182 and the refrigerant flow-
ing in the refrigerant pipe 110.
[0028] The water supply passage 181 is connected to
a water supply source capable of continually supplying
water, such as a water-supply facility. The circulation side
supply passage 184 connects the water supply passage
181 to the circulation passage 182 to supply water from
the water supply source to the circulation passage 182.
The water supply adjustment part 185 is installed on the
circulation side supply passage 184 to selectively prevent
a water supply to the circulation passage 182.
[0029] The circulation side discharge passage 186 is
branched from a side of the circulation passage 182 to
guide water flowing in the circulation passage 182 to the
outside. The water discharge adjustment part 187 is in-
stalled on the circulation side discharge passage 186 to
selectively prevent a water discharge from the circulation
passage 182 to the outside.
[0030] The circulation side pump 183 is installed on a
side of the circulation passage 182 to forcibly circulate
water in the circulation passage 182.
[0031] The hot water supply device 1 further includes
a hot water supply side supply passage 188 to supply
water to the hot water supply part 16. The hot water sup-
ply side supply passage 188 connects the water supply
passage 181 to the hot water supply part 16 to supply
water from the water supply source to the hot water sup-
ply part 16. In more detail, the hot water supply side sup-
ply passage 188 connects the water supply passage 181
to the hot water supply tank 161 to guide water from the
water supply source to the hot water supply tank 161
through the water supply passage 181 and the hot water
supply side supply passage 188.
[0032] Since the circulation side supply passage 184
and the hot water supply side supply passage 188 are
simultaneously connected to the water supply passage
181 and the water supply source, water can be simulta-
neously supplied from the water supply source to the
circulation passage 182 and the hot water supply part 16
through the circulation side supply passage 184 and the
hot water supply side supply passage 188. That is, water
flowing in the circulation passage 182 and water stored
and heated in the hot water supply part 16 are supplied
from the same water supply source.
[0033] Hereinafter, flows of water and refrigerant in a
hot water supply device associated with a heat pump will
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be described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings, according to the present disclosure.
[0034] Referring to Fig. 1, when the hot water supply
device 1 is in a hot water supply or heating operation,
the refrigerant discharged from the compressor 111 is
introduced to the usage side heat exchanger 12. The
refrigerant passing through the usage side heat exchang-
er 12 heats the usage side water and is condensed. The
refrigerant going out of the usage side heat exchanger
12 is expanded through the expander 113, and then, is
introduced into the heat source side heat exchanger 14.
The refrigerant introduced to the heat source side heat
exchanger 14 absorbs heat from water in the heat source,
and is evaporated. The refrigerant going out of the heat
source side heat exchanger 14 is introduced again to the
compressor 111. At this point, the flow switch part 115
communicates the refrigerant pipe 110 at the discharge
side of the compressor 111 with the refrigerant pipe 110
at the introduction side of the usage side heat exchanger
12, and maintains a communication state of the refriger-
ant pipe 110 at the discharge side of the heat source side
heat exchanger 14 with the refrigerant pipe 110 at the
introduction side of the compressor 111.
[0035] Next, water discharged from the usage side
pump 151 can be introduced to the hot water supply part
16 or the heating/cooling part 17. At this point, the usage
side three-way valve 155 introduces the water to the hot
water supply part 16 in the hot water supply operation,
and introduces the water to the heating/cooling part 17
in the heating operation.
[0036] Water introduced to the hot water supply part
16 flows in the hot water supply heat exchanger 162 along
the water pipe 150 at the hot water supply side and heats
water stored in the hot water supply tank 161, and then,
is discharged from the hot water supply part 16. The water
discharged from the hot water supply part 16 passes
through the usage side heat exchanger 12 along the wa-
ter pipe 150 at the usage side and is heated to a high
temperature by the refrigerant, and then, is introduced
again to the usage side pump 151, and thus, the water
can continuously circulate.
[0037] The water introduced to the heating/cooling part
17 is introduced along the heating/cooling water pipe 153
to the indoor heat exchanger 170. In more detail, the
water introduced to the heating/cooling part 17 can be
selectively introduced to one of the air-conditioning heat
exchanger 171 and the bottom heat exchanger 172 by
the heating/cooling side three-way valve 176. The water
introduced to the air-conditioning heat exchanger 171
heats indoor air, and the water introduced to the bottom
heat exchanger 172 heats the indoor bottom. The water
passing through one of the air-conditioning heat ex-
changer 171 and the bottom heat exchanger 172 is in-
troduced to the usage side heat exchanger 12 along the
water pipe 150 at the usage side. The water passing
through the usage side heat exchanger 12 is heated by
the refrigerant, and then, is introduced again to the usage
side pump 151, and thus, the water can continuously

circulate.
[0038] Water from the water supply source is intro-
duced through the water supply passage 181 and the
circulation side supply passage 184 to the circulation
passage 182. At this point, the water supply adjustment
part 185 maintains the communication state of the circu-
lation side supply passage 184 with the circulation pas-
sage 182. The water introduced to the circulation pas-
sage 182 passes through the heat source side heat ex-
changer 12 and heats the refrigerant, and then, is dis-
charged through the circulation side pump 183 and the
circulation side discharge passage 186 to the outside.
[0039] At this point, the water at the heat source side
is forcibly circulated by the circulation side pump 183.
However, for example, when the water supply source
such as a water supply facility has its own pressure, the
pressure of the water supply source without the circula-
tion side pump 183 may move the water in the circulation
passage 182.
[0040] However, a freezing and bursting prevention
operation and a water saving operation may be per-
formed during a heating or cooling operation as de-
scribed later. When at least one of the freezing and burst-
ing prevention operation and the water saving operation
is performed, water may flow in the circulation passage
182 along the circulation passage 162 in the state where
a water supply and a water discharge from the circulation
passage 182 is prevented. In this case, the circulation
side pump 183 is necessary.
[0041] When the hot water supply device 1 is in the
cooling operation, a flow direction of the refrigerant is
changed. In more detail, the refrigerant discharged from
the compressor 111 moves sequentially through the heat
source side heat exchanger 14, the expander 113, and
the usage side heat exchanger 12, and then, is intro-
duced again to the compressor 111. The water flow at
the heat source side is the same as that in the heating
operation, and the water at the usage side circulates
through the heating/cooling part 17 and the usage side
heat exchanger 12. The hot water supply device 1 may
perform only both the heating operation and the hot water
supply operation.
[0042] The hot water supply device 1 can improve in-
stallation characteristics since the refrigerants passing
through the condenser and the evaporator on the refrig-
erant cycle are heat-exchanged with water.
[0043] In more detail, both the condenser and the
evaporator may be provided as water refrigerant heat
exchangers in which heat is exchanged between water
and the refrigerants. In general, since a heat exchange
density between water and refrigerant is higher than a
heat exchange density between air and refrigerant, the
volume of a water refrigerant heat exchanger may be
smaller than the volume of air refrigerant heat exchanger
for the same heat exchange capacity. Therefore, the wa-
ter refrigerant heat exchanger takes a relatively small
installation space, and thus, can be installed in a relatively
small space. Thus, the installation space of the hot water
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supply device 1 can be minimized.
[0044] In addition, the water refrigerant heat exchang-
er can be installed in indoor and outdoor spaces. Thus,
the usage side heat exchanger 12 and the heat source
side heat exchanger 101, which function as the condens-
er and the evaporator, can be installed in any space.
[0045] Thus, the installation characteristics of the hot
water supply device 1 can be improved.
[0046] In addition, the hot water supply device 1 can
minimize degradation due to an outdoor condition varia-
tion. In more detail, since water has a higher specific heat
than air, water is relatively small affected by outdoor tem-
perature. Thus, heat source side water, that is, circulation
water is less in temperature variation than outside air.
Thus, degradation due to the variation in an outdoor con-
dition such as the outdoor temperature can be minimized.
[0047] In addition, in both the condenser and the evap-
orator, heat is exchanged between water and refrigerant,
and thus, frost is prevented from forming on the surfaces
of the usage side heat exchanger 12 and the heat source
side heat exchanger 14. Thus, a defrosting operation is
unnecessary, and the hot water supply operation and the
heating operation can be continuously performed.
[0048] Furthermore, since a fan for forcibly moving out-
door air is unnecessary, a noise can be further reduced
during an operation.
[0049] Hereinafter, a freezing and bursting prevention
operation and a water saving operation of a hot water
supply device associated with a heat pump will be de-
scribed in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings, according to the present disclosure.
[0050] Fig. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a flow of a
control signal of a hot water supply device associated
with a heat pump, according to an embodiment, and Fig.
3 is a flowchart illustrating a control flow when a hot water
supply device associated with a heat pump is in a freezing
and bursting prevention operation, according to an em-
bodiment. Fig. 4 is a schematic view illustrating a circu-
lation of heat source side water in a hot water supply
device associated with a heat pump, according to an em-
bodiment, and Fig. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a control
flow when a hot water supply device associated with a
heat pump is in a water saving operation, according to
an embodiment.
[0051] Referring to Fig. 2, the hot water supply device
1 further includes a circulation water temperature sense
part 191 for sensing the temperature of heat source side
water, that is, the temperature of circulation water, an
input part 192 for inputting various signals for an opera-
tion control, and a control part 195 controlling the oper-
ation of the circulation side pump 183, the operation of
the water supply adjustment part 185 at the circulation
side, and the operation of the water discharge adjustment
part 187 at the circulation side according to a temperature
sensed by the circulation water temperature sense part
191 or a signal input by the input part 192. The circulation
water temperature sense part 191, the input part 192,
the control part 195, the circulation side pump 183, the

water supply adjustment part 185, and the water dis-
charge adjustment part 187 are electrically connected to
one another to transmit and receive control signals.
[0052] The circulation water temperature sense part
191 may be installed at a side on the circulation passage
182 to sense the temperature of water flowing in the cir-
culation passage 182. The input part 192 may be provid-
ed, for example, to the heating/cooling part 17, a side of
the hot water supply part 16, or a remote control such
that a user can easily input a signal.
[0053] Referring to Fig. 3, when the hot water supply
device 1 is in the freezing and bursting prevention oper-
ation, the temperature of the circulation water is sensed
first in operation 511. At this point, the temperature of the
circulation water can be sensed by the circulation water
temperature sense part 191.
[0054] Next, if the temperature of the circulation water
is greater than a freezing and bursting reference temper-
ature in operation S12, the process in which the temper-
ature of the circulation water is sensed in operation S11
and is compared with the freezing and bursting reference
temperature is repeated.
[0055] However, if the temperature of the circulation
water is equal to or less than the freezing and bursting
reference temperature in operation S12, the circulation
water is forcibly moved to circulate through the circulation
passage 182. At this point, the circulation water can be
forcibly moved by the circulation side pump 183. The
freezing and bursting reference temperature denotes a
threshold temperature at which circulation water may be
frozen. For example, the freezing and bursting reference
temperature may be 0°C.
[0056] Referring to Fig. 4, the circulation water circu-
lates through the circulation passage 182. First, water
discharged from the circulation side pump 183 flows
along the circulation passage 182 and is introduced to
the usage side heat exchanger 12. Then, the circulation
water passing through the usage side heat exchanger
12 heats the refrigerant, and then, is introduced again to
the circulation side pump 183, and thus, the water can
continuously circulate along the circulation passage 182.
[0057] The water discharge adjustment part 187 clos-
es the circulation side discharge passage 186 to prevent
the water discharge of the circulation passage 182, and
the water supply adjustment part 185 closes the circula-
tion side supply passage 184 to prevent the water supply
of the circulation passage 182. Thus, the circulation water
circulates in a closed loop along the circulation passage
182. Thus, even when the temperature of the circulation
water is equal to or less than the freezing and bursting
reference temperature, freezing of the circulation water
can be minimized and delayed.
[0058] Next, the temperature of the circulation water
is sensed again in operation S14. Then, if the tempera-
ture of the circulation water is equal to or less than the
freezing and bursting reference temperature in operation
S15, the process in which the temperature of the circu-
lation water is sensed in operation S14 and is compared
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with the freezing and bursting reference temperature is
repeated.
[0059] However, if the temperature of the circulation
water is greater than the freezing and bursting reference
temperature in operation S15, a state before the circula-
tion of the circulation water returns in operation S14. For
example, if the hot water supply device 1 is stopped be-
fore the circulation water circulates to prevent freezing
and bursting, when the temperature of the circulation wa-
ter after the circulation water circulates is over the freez-
ing and bursting reference temperature, the state where
the hot water supply device 1 is stopped returns.
[0060] After the state before the circulation of the cir-
culation water returns, the temperature of the circulation
water is sensed in operation S11 until a signal for stop-
ping the freezing and bursting prevention operation is
input in operation S17.
[0061] Referring to Fig. 5, when the hot water supply
device 1 is in the water saving operation, the temperature
of the circulation water is sensed first in operation S21.
[0062] Then, if the temperature of the circulation water
is over a water saving reference temperature in operation
S22, the circulation water circulates through the circula-
tion passage 182 in the state where a supply and a dis-
charge of the circulation water is prevented in operation
S23.
[0063] At this point, the water saving reference tem-
perature denotes the minimum temperature value of the
circulation water within a range where a heating perform-
ance and a hot water supply performance can be satis-
fied. In more detail, when the hot water supply device 1
is in the heating and hot water supply operations, the
circulation water heats the refrigerant through the usage
side heat exchanger 12, and thus, the temperature of the
circulation water continually decreases. Then, the tem-
perature difference between the refrigerant and the cir-
culation water passing through the usage side heat ex-
changer 12 is reduced, so that the heating performance
and the hot water supply performance may be degraded.
In this case, a minimum comfortable heating perform-
ance and a minimum comfortable hot water supply per-
formance for a user can be determined, and a minimum
temperature of the circulation water can be determined
such that a heating performance and a hot water supply
performance are equal to or greater than the minimum
comfortable heating performance and the minimum com-
fortable hot water supply performance. That is, when the
temperature of the circulation water is over the water sav-
ing reference temperature, the heating performance and
the hot water supply performance can be maintained
within a range where a user feels comfortable.
[0064] However, if the temperature of the circulation
water is equal to or less than the water saving reference
temperature in operation S22, the circulation water is
supplied and discharged in operation S24. That is, since
the water supply adjustment part and the water discharge
adjustment part open the circulation side supply passage
184 and the circulation side discharge passage 186, wa-

ter from the water supply source is supplied to the circu-
lation passage 182, and simultaneously, the circulation
water is discharged from the circulation passage 182 to
the outside.
[0065] At this point, the circulation water circulating
through the circulation passage 182 is discharged, and
new circulation water can circulate through the circulation
passage 182. The temperature of the new circulation wa-
ter introduced to the circulation passage 182 is higher
than that of the previous one discharged after circulating
through the circulation passage 182. Thus, the temper-
ature of the circulation water can be maintained to be
over the water saving reference temperature. That is, the
heating performance and the hot water supply perform-
ance can be maintained within a range where a user feels
comfortable.
[0066] Finally, if a signal for stopping the water saving
operation is not input in operation S25, the temperature
of the circulation water is sensed again in operation S21.
[0067] The water saving operation can save water
flowing in the circulation passage 182. In more detail, if
the temperature of the circulation water is over the water
saving reference temperature, the circulation water cir-
culates through the circulation passage 182 without a
supply and a discharge of the circulation water, so that
an amount of consumed circulation water per time is re-
duced. If the temperature of the circulation water is equal
to or less than the water saving reference temperature,
the circulation water is supplied and discharged, so that
the temperature of the circulation water circulating
through the circulation passage 182 can be maintained
to be over the water saving reference temperature. Thus,
the amount of water flowing through the circulation pas-
sage 162 can be minimized, and simultaneously, the
heating performance and the hot water supply perform-
ance can be maintained.
[0068] When the hot water supply device 1 is in the
cooling operation, if the temperature of the circulation
water does not reach a reference temperature, the cir-
culation water is circulated through the circulation pas-
sage 182, and thus, water can be saved, and simultane-
ously, the cooling performance can be maintained. At
this point, the reference temperature denotes the maxi-
mum temperature value of the circulation water within a
range where a required cooling performance can be sat-
isfied.
[0069] The freezing and bursting prevention operation
can be performed when the hot water supply device 1 is
stopped. The water saving operation may be performed
simultaneously with the hot water supply operation, the
heating operation, or the cooling operation.
[0070] Hereinafter, a hot water supply device associ-
ated with a heat pump will be described in detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings, according to a
second embodiment. The current embodiment is differ-
ent from the first embodiment in that refrigerant may be
excessively cooled. In the current embodiment, a de-
scription of the same configuration as that of the first em-
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bodiment will be omitted.
[0071] Fig. 6 is a schematic view illustrating a hot water
supply device associated with a heat pump, according
to the second embodiment.
[0072] Referring to Fig. 6, an excessive cooler is fur-
ther provided.
[0073] In detail, the excessive cooler 23 is installed
between an usage side heat exchanger 22 and an ex-
pander 213 on a refrigerant cycle. The excessive cooler
23 is installed at a point corresponding to a discharge
side of a heat source side heat exchanger 24 on a circu-
lation passage 282. The excessive cooler 23 may be con-
figured as a water refrigerant heat exchanger accommo-
dating a water passage and a refrigerant passage that
are adjacent to each other to exchange heat between
water and refrigerant.
[0074] Thus, when a hot water supply device 2 asso-
ciated with a heat pump, according to the second em-
bodiment, is in a heating operation, the refrigerant heat-
ing usage side water through the usage side heat ex-
changer 22 and condensed can heat heat source side
water, that is, circulation water through the excessive
cooler 23 and be excessively cooled.
[0075] Water, which heats refrigerant through the heat
source side heat exchanger 24 and is cooled, can be
heated by absorbing heat from refrigerant through the
excessive cooler 23. Thus, when the hot water supply
device 2 is in a water saving operation, a temperature
decrease rate of the circulation water can be decreased.
That is, since circulation time of the circulation water may
further increase in the water saving operation, the
amount of saved water can further increase as a whole,
and a water saving effect can be further improved.
[0076] A cooling expander 213 may be installed be-
tween the excessive cooler 23 and the usage side heat
exchanger 22. When the hot water supply device 2 is in
a cooling operation, the expander 213 is completely
opened, and the refrigerant passes through the exces-
sive cooler 23 and expanded in the cooling expander
213, and thus, the refrigerant condensed through the
heat source side heat exchanger 24 emits heat to the
heat source side water in the excessive cooler 23 and
can be excessively cooled.
[0077] Hereinafter, a hot water supply device associ-
ated with a heat pump will be described in detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings, according to a
third embodiment. The current embodiment is different
from the first embodiment in that an air-conditioning heat
exchanger is connected onto a refrigerant pipe. In the
current embodiment, a description of the same configu-
ration as that of the first embodiment will be omitted.
[0078] Fig. 7 is a schematic view illustrating a hot water
supply device associated with a heat pump, according
to the third embodiment.
[0079] Referring to FIG. 7, in the current embodiment,
an air-conditioning heat exchanger 331 is connected to
a side on a refrigerant pipe 310. That is, a refrigerant
flowing through the air-conditioning heat exchanger 331

heats or cools indoor air to perform a heating or cooling
operation.
[0080] In more detail, the air-conditioning heat ex-
changer 331 is installed between an usage side heat ex-
changer 32 and an expander 313 on a refrigerant cycle.
Thus, when a hot water supply device 3 associated with
a heat pump, according to the third embodiment, is in the
heating operation, the refrigerant discharged from the
usage side heat exchanger 32 heats indoor air through
the air-conditioning heat exchanger 331 to heat an indoor
space.
[0081] When the hot water supply device 3 is in the
cooling operation, the refrigerant passing through a heat
source side heat exchanger 34 is expanded through an
expander 313, and then, cools indoor air through the air-
conditioning heat exchanger 331 to cool the indoor
space.
[0082] The air-conditioning heat exchanger 331 to be
exposed to the indoor air may be accommodated in an
indoor device disposed at a side of the indoor space.
[0083] According to the current embodiment, a heating
performance and a cooling performance can be im-
proved. In more detail, in the current embodiment, the
indoor air can be directly heated or cooled using the re-
frigerant, and thus, a heat transfer amount between the
refrigerant and the indoor air can be increased than a
method in which indoor air is heated or cooled using water
heated or cooled by refrigerant. Thus, the heating per-
formance and the cooling performance can be improved.
[0084] Hereinafter, a hot water supply device associ-
ated with a heat pump will be described in detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings, according to a
fourth embodiment. The current embodiment is different
from the first embodiment in that a hot water supply part
and a bottom heating/cooling part are provided using a
desuperheater method. In the current embodiment, a de-
scription of the same configuration as that of the first em-
bodiment will be omitted.
[0085] Fig. 8 is a schematic view illustrating a hot water
supply device associated with a heat pump, according
to the fourth embodiment.
[0086] Referring to FIG. 8, a hot water supply part 46
and a bottom heating/cooling part 47 are provided using
a desuperheater method. Thus, an usage heat exchang-
er is used as a primary condenser in which the refrigerant
at a discharge side of a compressor is primarily con-
densed, and any one of an air-conditioning heat exchang-
er and a heat source side heat exchanger is used as a
secondary condenser in which the refrigerant at the dis-
charge side of the compressor is secondarily used.
[0087] In detail, in the current embodiment, a main re-
frigerant pipe 410 connecting a compressor 411, an air-
conditioning heat exchanger 431, an expander 413, and
a heat source side heat exchanger 44 to form a refrigerant
cycle, an usage side refrigerant pipe 435 guiding refrig-
erant discharged from the compressor 411 to an usage
side heat exchanger 42, and a bypass refrigerant pipe
436 guiding the refrigerant discharged from the compres-
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sor 411 to bypass the usage side heat exchanger 42 are
provided.
[0088] In the current embodiment, a flow rate adjust-
ment part 43 for adjusting the amount of the refrigerant
discharged from the compressor 411 and introduced to
the usage side heat exchanger 42, and the amount of
the refrigerant introduced to the air-conditioning heat ex-
changer 491 is further provided. In more detail, the flow
rate adjustment part 43 includes an usage side flow rate
adjustment part 431 adjusting the amount of refrigerant
introduced from the compressor 411 to the usage side
heat exchanger 42, and a bypass flow rate adjustment
part 432 adjusting the amount of refrigerant introduced
from the compressor 411 and bypassing the usage side
heat exchanger 42. The usage side flow rate adjustment
part 431 is installed at a side of the usage side refrigerant
pipe 435, and the bypass flow rate adjustment part 432
is installed at a side of the bypass refrigerant pipe 436.
[0089] The usage side heat exchanger 42 is installed
between the compressor 411 and the flow switch part
415 on the refrigerant cycle to use the usage side heat
exchanger 42 as a primary condenser regardless of
switching between heating and cooling. Thus, since the
discharge side refrigerant of the compressor 411 having
the maximum temperature on the refrigerant cycle is in-
troduced directly to the usage side heat exchanger 42,
the hot water supply performance can be further im-
proved.
[0090] In more detail, the refrigerant discharged from
the compressor 411 can be introduced directly to the us-
age side heat exchanger 42 first. In this case, the usage
side flow rate adjustment part 431 is at least partially
opened. The refrigerant primarily condensed by passing
through the usage side heat exchanger 42 and heating
the usage side water can be introduced to the air-condi-
tioning heat exchanger 491 or the heat source side heat
exchanger 44. The refrigerant passing through the usage
side heat exchanger 42 is introduced to the air-condition-
ing heat exchanger 491 in the heating operation, and the
refrigerant passing through the usage side heat exchang-
er 42 is introduced to the heat source side heat exchanger
44 in the cooling operation. Thus, the refrigerant primarily
condensed in the usage side heat exchanger 42 is sec-
ondarily condensed in the air-conditioning heat exchang-
er 491 in the heating operation, and the refrigerant pri-
marily condensed in the usage side heat exchanger 42
is secondarily condensed in the heat source side heat
exchanger 44 in the cooling operation. That is, the usage
side heat exchanger 42 is used as a primary condenser
and the air-conditioning heat exchanger 491 is used as
a secondary condenser in the heating operation, and the
usage side heat exchanger 42 is used as a primary con-
denser and the heat source side heat exchanger 44 is
used as a secondary condenser in the cooling operation.
Regardless of switching between heating and cooling,
since the discharge side refrigerant of the compressor
411 having the maximum temperature on the refrigerant
cycle is introduced directly to the usage side heat ex-

changer 42, the hot water supply performance can be
further improved.
[0091] A bottom heat exchanger 472 and the air-con-
ditioning heat exchanger 491 may be installed separate-
ly. In detail, the bottom heat exchanger 472 is connected
to the usage side heat exchanger 42 such that the usage
side water passing through the usage side heat exchang-
er 42 flows, and the air-conditioning heat exchanger 491
is connected to the main refrigerant pipe 410 to use the
refrigerant discharged from the compressor 411 to heat
or cool the indoor air.
[0092] The amount of refrigerant introduced to a hot
water supply heat exchanger 462 and the amount of re-
frigerant bypassing the hot water supply heat exchanger
462 can be adjusted according to a hot water supply load
and a heating/cooling load. For example, when the hot
water supply load is greater than the heating/cooling
load, the amount of refrigerant introduced to the usage
side heat exchanger 42 can be controlled to be increased,
and the amount of refrigerant bypassing the usage side
heat exchanger 42 can be controlled to be decreased.
In addition, when the heating/cooling load is greater than
the hot water supply load, the amount of refrigerant in-
troduced to the usage side heat exchanger 42 can be
controlled to be decreased, and the amount of refrigerant
bypassing the usage side heat exchanger 42 can be con-
trolled to be increased.
[0093] The hot water supply load may be a difference
between a water discharge temperature of the hot water
supply part 46 and a target temperature thereof, and the
heating/cooling load may be a difference between the
temperature of an indoor space, which is a heating/cool-
ing target of the air-conditioning heat exchanger 491, and
a target temperature of the indoor space.
[0094] According to the current embodiment, regard-
less of heating or cooling of the indoor space, the hot
water supply operation can be continuously performed.
The usage side heat exchanger 42 is installed between
the compressor 411 and the flow switch part 415 on the
refrigerant cycle. Thus, when a hot water supply device
4 associated with a heat pump, according to the current
embodiment, is in the heating operation, the refrigerant
discharged from the compressor 411 simultaneously
passes through the usage side heat exchanger 42 and
the air-conditioning heat exchanger 491, so as to simul-
taneously perform the hot water supply operation and
the indoor heating operation. In addition, when the hot
water supply device 4 is in the cooling operation, the re-
frigerant discharged from the compressor 411 simulta-
neously passes sequentially through the usage side heat
exchanger 42, the heat source side heat exchanger 44,
and the usage side heat exchanger 42, so as to simulta-
neously perform the hot water supply operation and the
indoor cooling heating operation. Thus, the hot water
supply operation can be continuously performed regard-
less of switching between heating and cooling. In this
case, the water at the usage side circulates through the
hot water supply heat exchanger 462 and the usage side
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heat exchanger 42.
[0095] According to the current embodiment, the hot
water supply operation and the heating/cooling operation
can be simultaneously performed. In more detail, the re-
frigerant discharged from the compressor 411 passes
sequentially through the usage side heat exchanger 42,
the air-conditioning heat exchanger 491, the expander
413, and the heat source side heat exchanger 44, so as
to simultaneously perform the hot water supply operation
and the heating operation. In addition, the refrigerant dis-
charged from the compressor 411 passes sequentially
through the usage side heat exchanger 42, the heat
source side heat exchanger 44, the expander 413, and
the air-conditioning heat exchanger 491, so as to simul-
taneously perform the hot water supply operation and
the cooling operation.
[0096] According to the current embodiment, an oper-
ation state of the hot water supply device 4 can be opti-
mized according to the hot water supply load and the
heating/cooling load. In detail, when the hot water supply
operation and the heating/cooling operation are simulta-
neously performed, the amount of hot water supply side
refrigerant flowing through the usage side heat exchang-
er 42 and the amount of heating/cooling side refrigerant
bypassing the usage side heat exchanger 42 and flowing
directly to the air-conditioning heat exchanger 491 or the
heat source side heat exchanger 44 can be adjusted ac-
cording to the hot water supply load and the heating/
cooling load.
[0097] In more detail, when the hot water supply load
is greater than the heating/cooling load, the amount of
refrigerant passing through the usage side heat exchang-
er 42 increases, that is, the amount of heat transmitted
to water of a hot water supply tank 461 through the hot
water supply heat exchanger 462 increases, a hot water
supply target condition can be achieved more quickly. In
addition, when the heating/cooling load is greater than
the hot water supply load, the amount of refrigerant by-
passing the usage side heat exchanger 42 increases,
and thus, the amount of refrigerant discharged from the
compressor 411 and introduced directly to the air-condi-
tioning heat exchanger 491 increases in the heating op-
eration. Thus, the amount of heat transmitted to the in-
door space through the air-conditioning heat exchanger
491 increases to further improve the heating perform-
ance. Thus, the operation state of the hot water supply
device 4 can be optimized according to the hot water
supply load, that is, operation conditions.
[0098] Hereinafter, a hot water supply device associ-
ated with a heat pump will be described in detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings, according to a
fifth embodiment. The current embodiment is different
from the first embodiment in that a vapor refrigerant of
refrigerants condensed on a refrigerant cycle is injected
to a compressor. In the current embodiment, a descrip-
tion of the same configuration as that of the first embod-
iment will be omitted.
[0099] Fig. 9 is a schematic view illustrating a hot water

supply device associated with a heat pump, according
to the fifth embodiment.
[0100] Referring to FIG. 9, in the current embodiment,
a vapor refrigerant of refrigerants condensed on a refrig-
erant cycle is injected to a compressors 53.
[0101] In detail, the compressor 53 is configured as a
multistage compressor 53 that includes a low stage com-
pression part 532 primarily compressing refrigerant and
a middle compression part 531 secondarily compressing
the refrigerant compressed in the low stage compression
part 532.
[0102] In the current embodiment, a phase divider 533
dividing the refrigerant condensed in a usage side heat
exchanger 52 or a heat source side heat exchanger 54
on the refrigerant cycle to a vapor refrigerant and a liquid
refrigerant, and an injection pipe 534 for injecting the va-
por refrigerant obtained at the phase divider 533 to the
middle compression part 531 of the compressor 53 are
provided.
[0103] A first expander 513 and a second expander
514 are disposed at both sides of the phase divider 533
on the refrigerant cycle.
[0104] According to the current embodiment, in a heat-
ing operation, the refrigerant flowing between the usage
side heat exchanger 52 and the heat source side heat
exchanger 54 can be injected to the compressor 53, and
thus, the amount of refrigerant flowing to the usage side
heat exchanger 52 increases to further improve the hot
water supply and heating performances. Especially, al-
though an evaporation heat amount of the refrigerant
may decrease in the heat source side heat exchanger
54 to degrade the entire heating performance when the
temperature of the heat source side water is relatively
low, the refrigerant is injected as described above to im-
prove the heating performance.
[0105] An injection valve selectively closes the injec-
tion pipe 534 to selectively inject the refrigerant to the
compressor 53 according to outside temperatures. For
example, when the heat source side water, that is, circu-
lation water has a temperature that is a reference tem-
perature or greater, the injection valve 535 can be con-
trolled to be continually closed, and, when the heat
source side water has a temperature that is less than the
reference temperature, the injection valve 535 can be
controlled to be continually opened.
[0106] Hereinafter, a hot water supply device associ-
ated with a heat pump will be described in detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings, according to a
sixth embodiment. The current embodiment is different
from the first embodiment in that a hot water supply de-
vice associated with a heat pump is configured as a multi-
system including a plurality of hot water supply parts and
a plurality of heating/cooling parts. In the current embod-
iment, a description of the same configuration as that of
the first embodiment will be omitted.
[0107] Fig. 10 is a schematic view illustrating a hot wa-
ter supply device associated with a heat pump, according
to the sixth embodiment.
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[0108] Referring to FIG. 10, a hot water supply device
associated with a heat pump, according to the current
embodiment, is configured as a multi-system including a
plurality of hot water supply parts 63 and 66 and a plurality
of heating/cooling parts 67 and 69. That is, a single heat
pump 100 can be used to perform a hot water supply
operation of the hot water supply parts 63 and 66 and a
heating/cooling operation of the heating/cooling parts 67
and 69.
[0109] In detail, the hot water supply device according
to the current embodiment includes the heat pump 100
in which heat source side water is heat-exchanged with
refrigerant, a relay 101 in which usage side water is heat-
exchanged with the refrigerant disposed from the heat
pump 100, a first hot water supply part 66 using water
discharged from the relay 101 to perform a hot water
supply operation, a first heating/cooling part 67 using wa-
ter discharged from the relay 101 to heat and cool an
indoor space, a second hot water supply part 63 using
the refrigerant discharged from the heat pump 100 to
perform a hot water supply operation, a second heating/
cooling part 69 using the refrigerant discharged from the
heat pump 100 to heat and cool the indoor space. In
detail, the hot water supply device according to the eighth
embodiment includes the heat pump 80 in which heat
source side water is heat-exchanged with second refrig-
erant, a relay 804 in which usage side water is heat-
exchanged with the second refrigerant disposed from the
heat pump 100, a first hot water supply part 66 using
water discharged from the relay 101 to perform a hot
water supply operation, a first heating/cooling part 67 us-
ing water discharged from the relay 101 to heat and cool
an indoor space, a second hot water supply part 87 using
the second refrigerant discharged from the heat pump
100 to perform a hot water supply operation, a second
heating/cooling part 69 using the second refrigerant dis-
charged from the heat pump 100 to heat and cool the
indoor space.
[0110] The heat pump 100 and the relay 101 are con-
nected to a refrigerant pipe 610, and the first hot water
supply part 66 and the first heating/cooling part 67 are
connected through a water pipe 650 to the relay 101.
That is, the first hot water supply part 66 and the first
heating/cooling part 67 are indirectly connected to the
heat pump 100 through the relay 101. The second hot
water supply part 63 and the second heating/cooling part
69 are directly connected to the heat pump 100 through
the refrigerant pipe 610. At this point, the relay 101, the
second hot water supply part 63, and the second heating/
cooling part 69 are connected to the heat pump 100 in
parallel. That is, the refrigerant discharged from the heat
pump 100 may be distributed to the relay 101, the second
hot water supply part 63, and the second heating/cooling
part 69 to flow.
[0111] The usage side water is heat-exchanged with
water of a hot water supply tank 661 in a hot water supply
heat exchanger 662 of the first hot water supply part 66,
and the refrigerant is heat-exchanged with water of a hot

water supply tank 631 in a hot water supply heat exchang-
er 632 of the second hot water supply part 63.
[0112] Thus, the first hot water supply part 66 and the
first heating/cooling part 67 indirectly receive, through
the usage side water, heat from the refrigerant heated
by the heat source side water, and the second hot water
supply part 63 and the second heating/cooling part 69
directly receives heat from the refrigerant heated by the
heat source side water.
[0113] A hot water supply side supply passage 688 is
connected to the hot water supply tank 661 of the first
hot water supply part 66 and the hot water supply tank
631 of the second hot water supply part 63, so that water
can be continually supplied to the hot water supply tanks
631 and 661 of the first and second hot water supply
parts 66 and 63.
[0114] The refrigerant pipe 610 connected to the relay
101, the second hot water supply part 69, and the second
heating/cooling part 88 is provided with flow rate adjust-
ment parts 102, 103, and 104 corresponding respectively
to the relay 101, the second hot water supply part 63,
and the second heating/cooling part 69, so that the
amount of refrigerant introduced to the relay 101, the
second hot water supply part 63, and the second heating/
cooling part 69 can be adjusted. The amount of refriger-
ant introduced to the relay 101, the second hot water
supply part 63, and the second heating/cooling part 69
can be adjusted according to hot water supply loads and
heating/cooling loads of the first hot water supply part
66, the first heating/cooling part 67, the second hot water
supply part 63, and the second heating/cooling part 69.
[0115] According to the current embodiment, the sin-
gle heat pump 100 can be used to perform a hot water
supply operation and a heating/cooling operation on a
plurality of places. For example, the first hot water supply
part 66 and the first heating/cooling part 67 are installed
at a first usage place, and the second hot water supply
part 63 and the second heating/cooling part 69 are in-
stalled at a second usage place, so that a hot water supply
operation and a heating/cooling operation can be simul-
taneously or selectively performed on the first and sec-
ond usage places.

Claims

1. A hot water supply device associated with a heat
pump, comprising:

a main refrigerant circuit including a compres-
sor, an air-conditioning heat exchanger in which
heat is exchanged between a refrigerant and in-
door air, an expander, and a heat source side
heat exchanger in which heat is exchanged be-
tween the refrigerant and a heat source, so as
to form a refrigerant cycle; and
a usage side heat exchanger connected to the
main refrigerant circuit such that the refrigerant
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having a high temperature and discharged from
the compressor is used to perform a hot water
supply operation,

wherein the refrigerants flowing through the usage
side heat exchanger and the heat source side heat
exchanger are heat-exchanged with water to contin-
uously perform the hot water supply operation with-
out a defrosting operation.

2. The hot water supply device according to claim 1,
wherein the usage side heat exchanger is used as
a primary condenser in which a discharge side re-
frigerant of the compressor is primarily condensed,
and one of the air-conditioning heat exchanger and
the heat source side heat exchanger is used as a
secondary condenser in which the discharge side
refrigerant of the compressor is secondarily con-
densed, to perform a hot water supply performance

3. The hot water supply device according to claim 1 or
2, wherein the main refrigerant circuit further com-
prises a flow switch part switching a flow direction of
a refrigerant according to switching between heating
and cooling,
wherein the usage side heat exchanger is installed
between the compressor and the flow switch part on
the refrigerant cycle, to continuously perform the hot
water supply operation regardless of the switching
between the heating and the cooling.

4. The hot water supply device according to any of
claims 1 to 3, wherein an amount of a hot water sup-
ply side refrigerant flowing through the usage side
heat exchanger and an amount of a heating/cooling
side refrigerant bypassing the usage side heat ex-
changer and flowing directly to the air-conditioning
heat exchanger or the heat source side heat ex-
changer are adjusted according to a hot water supply
load and a heating/cooling load when the hot water
supply operation and a heating/cooling operation are
simultaneously performed.

5. The hot water supply device according to any of
claims 1 to 4, wherein a vapor refrigerant from a re-
frigerant condensed on the main refrigerant circuit
is injected to the compressor to improve the hot water
supply performance.

6. The hot water supply device according to any of
claims 1 to 5, wherein the compressor is provided
as a multistage compressor including a low stage
compression part and a middle compression part in
which a refrigerant passing through the low stage
compression part is compressed,
wherein the hot water supply device further compris-
es:

a phase divider dividing the refrigerant con-
densed on the main refrigerant circuit into a va-
por refrigerant and a liquid refrigerant; and
an injection pipe guiding the vapor refrigerant
divided in the phase divider to the middle com-
pression part.

7. The hot water supply device according to any of
claims 1 to 6, further comprising a water supply part
in which the water to be heat-exchanged with the
refrigerant in the heat source side heat exchanger
flows.

8. The hot water supply device according to claim 7,
wherein the water supply part comprises:

a circulation passage in which the water to be
heat-exchanged the refrigerant in the heat
source side heat exchanger circulates; and
a pump forcibly moving the water of the circula-
tion passage.

9. The hot water supply device according to claim 8,
wherein the water circulates through the circulation
passage when a temperature of the water circulating
through the circulation passage is equal to or less
than a freezing and bursting reference temperature
to prevent freezing and bursting of the water supply
part, and
an operation state before the water circulates
through the circulation passage returns when the
temperature of the water circulating through the cir-
culation passage is greater than the freezing and
bursting reference temperature.

10. The hot water supply device according to claim 8 or
9, further comprising:

a circulation side supply passage for supplying
water to the circulation passage;
a water supply adjustment part selectively pre-
venting the supplying of the water through the
circulation side supply passage;
a circulation side discharge passage for dis-
charging the water circulating through the circu-
lation passage; and
a water discharge adjustment part selectively
preventing the discharging of the water through
the circulation side discharge passage.

11. The hot water supply device according to any of
claims 8 to 10, wherein supplying and discharging
of the water of the circulation passage are prevented
when a temperature of the water of the circulation
passage is greater than a circulation reference tem-
perature, to save the water circulating through the
circulation passage, and
the water of the circulation passage is supplied and

21 22 



EP 2 390 588 A2

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

discharged when the temperature of the water of the
circulation passage is equal to or less than the cir-
culation reference temperature.

12. The hot water supply device according to any of
claims 1 to 11, further comprising a hot water supply
part including the hot water supply heat exchanger,
a hot water supply tank in which water to be supplied
as hot water is stored, and a water discharge pas-
sage to supply the water of the hot water supply tank
as hot water,
wherein the water stored in the hot water supply tank
and the water flowing through the heat source side
heat exchanger are supplied from an identical water
supply source.

13. The hot water supply device according to any of
claims 1 to 12, wherein the refrigerant passing
through the usage side heat exchanger is excessive-
ly cooled using the water heat-exchanged with the
refrigerant in the heat source side heat exchanger
in the hot water supply operation.

14. The hot water supply device according to any of
claims 1 to 13, further comprising a heating part using
the water heat-exchanged with the refrigerant in the
usage side heat exchanger to perform a heating op-
eration.

15. A method of performing a hot water supply operation,
preferably using a hot water supply device according
to any of claims 1 to 14, comprising:

forming a refrigerant cycle in a main refrigerant
circuit including a compressor, an air-condition-
ing heat exchanger in which heat is exchanged
between a refrigerant and indoor air, an expand-
er, and a heat source side heat exchanger in
which heat is exchanged between the refriger-
ant and a heat source, and
performing a hot water supply operation in a us-
age side heat exchanger connected to the main
refrigerant circuit such that the refrigerant hav-
ing a high temperature and discharged from the
compressor is used,

wherein the refrigerants flowing through the usage
side heat exchanger and the heat source side heat
exchanger are heat-exchanged with water to contin-
uously perform the hot water supply operation with-
out a defrosting operation.
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