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(54) COMMUNICATION SYSTEM, BASE STATION, AND COMMUNICATION METHOD

(57) It is an object of the present invention to provide
a communication system in which information about the
number of active users in each cell can be shared be-
tween base stations. A communication system according
to the present exemplary embodiment includes a first
base station controlling a first cell and a second base
station connected to the first base station through an in-

ter-base-station interface, wherein the first base station
transmits operation information on the first cell to the sec-
ond base station through the inter-base-station interface,
wherein the operation information on the first cell includes
information about a load on the first cell and information
about the number of active users in the first cell.
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Description

[Technical Field]

[0001] The present invention relates to the transmission and reception of information between base stations.

[Background Art]

[0002] In a cellular-based mobile communication system, a large number of base stations are deployed in a wide area,
and each base station covers one to about ten small zones known as cells. Here, standardization groups such as 3GPP
(3rd Generation Partnership Program) go ahead with the standardization of a system called Self Organizing Network
(SON), which autonomously changes parameters of base stations and the like based on the values of radio quality
measured by base stations and terminals in a mobile communication system.
[0003] For example, NPL 1 describes a SON-related standardization. In the standardization described in NPL 1, the
followings are cited as SON use cases: Coverage and Capacity Optimization, Energy Savings, Interference Reduction,
Automated Configuration of Physical Cell Identity, Mobility Robustness Optimization, Mobility Load Balancing, RACH
Optimization, Automatic Neighbor Relation Function, and the like.
[0004] Moreover, NPL 2 describes that methods for the deployment of functions for implementing SON in a wireless
system complying with the LTE (Long Term Evolution) standardization are classified as follows.

(1) NM-Centralized SON: the SON algorithm is executed at network management level.
(2) EM-Centralized SON: the SON algorithm is executed at element management level.
(3) Distributed SON: the SON algorithm is executed at network element level. Moreover, the deployment of the
functions in which the SON algorithm is divided and executed at two or more of (1), (2) and (3) above, is known as
Hybrid SON.

[0005] In the deployment of the functions according to (1) above, the SON algorithm is executed in a centralized
manner by a network management system (NMS), which integrates multiple element management systems (EMSs)
and secondarily manages base stations.
[0006] In the deployment of the functions according to (2) above, the SON algorithm is executed in a centralized
manner by an EMS that primarily manages base stations.
[0007] In the deployment of the functions according to (3) above, information required for SON is directly exchanged
between network elements (here, assumed to be base stations). The SON algorithm is executed by base stations in a
distributed manner.
[0008] Incidentally, an EMS is provided for each vender of base stations in general. Accordingly, there are some cases
where operation information on base stations cannot be transmitted and received between EMSs. In this case, inter-
base-station (inter-BS) interfaces need to be used in order for an EMS in a system with the deployment of the functions
according to (2) above to acquire operation information on a neighbor base station out of its own management.
[0009] Similarly, there are some cases where operation information on base stations cannot be transmitted and received
between NMSs. In this case, inter-BS (or inter-EMS) interfaces need to be used in order for an NMS in a system with
the deployment of the functions according to (1) above to acquire operation information on a base station out of its own
management.
[0010] As described above, in any of (1) to (3) above, operation information on a base station needs to be transmitted
and received through an inter-BS interface, in order to collect operation information on a neighbor base station,
[0011] Note that an inter-BS interface in LTE is defined as the X2 interface in NPL 3. Examples of operation information
on a base station transmitted and received over the X2 interface include load information on each cell (RESOURCE
STATUS UPDATE) and configuration information on a neighbor cell list and random access channels (ENB CONFIG-
URAION UPDATE). Moreover, NPL 2 cites the following four items as loads on each cell (RESOURCE STATUS UPDATE)
transmitted and received between base stations: namely, Hardware Load Indicator, S1 TNL Load Indicator, Radio
Resource Status, and Composite Available Capacity Group.
[0012] PTLs 1 and 2 also describe operation information on a base station transmitted and received through an inter-
BS interface.
[0013] In a wireless communication system according to PTL 1, load information on a base station is transmitted and
received between base stations. In a wireless communication system according to PTL 2, the degree of sufficiency of
throughputs required of mobile terminals connected to a base station is transmitted and received between base stations.
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[Summary of Invention]

[Technical Problem]

[0016] As described above, in the communication systems described in NPLs 2 and 3 and PTL 1, information indicating
the load on a base station is transmitted and received through an inter-BS interface.
[0017] In general, when load balancing between these neighboring cells is performed based on load information
transmitted and received through an inter-BS interface, the loads on neighboring cells are compared. In the case where
the loads are prominently uneven, a user terminal belonging to a more heavily loaded cell is controlled so as to belong
to a more lightly loaded cell.
[0018] Generally, a user terminal in packet communication tends to maximize the instantaneous communication rate
by using as many resources as available. Accordingly, even if loads are leveled between neighboring cells, there are
some cases where the communication rate of each user terminal is not improved. A case will be described as a specific
example where load balancing is performed between a cell CELL11 of a base station 10 and a cell CELL21 of a base
station 20, using FIG. 1.
[0019] FIG. 1 shows a table of the loads on individual cells, the numbers of active users, and the mean user throughputs
in the individual cells, before and after load balancing. Note that the number of active users is the number of communication
terminals (user terminal) connected to a base station in a cell. As shown in the table of FIG. 1, it is assumed that before
load balancing, the load on the CELL11 of the base station 10 is 50%, the number of active users in the CELL11 is 10,
and the mean user throughput of user terminal is 10 Mb/s. Moreover, it is assumed that before load balancing, the load
on the CELL21 of the base station 20 is 100%, the number of active users in the CELL21 is 2, and the mean user
throughput of user terminal is 50 Mb/s.
[0020] In this case, the load on the CELL21 is heavier than the load on the CELL11 before load balancing. Accordingly,
if load balancing is performed only considering the load on each cell, control is performed so as to have a user terminal
belonging to the CELL21 belong to the CELL11.
[0021] As a result, after load balancing, the load on, the number of active users in, and the mean throughput of user
terminal in the CELL11 become 60%, 11, and 8 Mb/s, respectively. Moreover, the load on, the number of active users
in, and the mean user throughput of user terminal in the CELL21 become 90%, 9, and 90 Mb/s, respectively.
[0022] The loads on the CELL11 and CELL21 are leveled through this control. On the other hand, the mean user
throughput of user terminal in the CELL11, which was low before load balancing, has become further lower after load
balancing. Moreover, the mean user throughput of user terminal in the CELL21, which kept a sufficient value before
load balancing, has become further higher after load balancing. This result shows that there is correlation between the
number of active users relative to the load on a cell and the user throughput. Accordingly, when load balancing is
performed only considering the loads on cells, a case may occur where this load balancing makes the difference between
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the mean user throughputs of user terminals larger, which means that effective load balancing control cannot be per-
formed.
[0023] Moreover, in the communication system according to PTL 2, each user terminal needs to calculate the degree
of sufficiency of a required throughput and report it to a base station. Accordingly, the load on the user terminal is
increased, and so effective load balancing control cannot be performed.
[0024] Such problems are caused by the fact that in the communication systems according to NPLs 2 and 3 and PTLs
1 and 2, information on the number of active users in each cell is not shared between base stations.
[0025] In view of the above-described problems, an object of the present invention is to provide a communication
system in which information on the number of active users in each cell can be shared between base stations.

[Solution to Problem]

[0026] A communication system according to the present exemplary embodiment comprises: a first base station
controlling a first cell; and a second base station connected to the first base station through an inter-BS interface, wherein
the first base station transmits operation information on the first cell to the second base station through the inter-BS
interface, wherein the operation information on the first cell includes a load on the first cell and a number of active users
in the first cell.
[0027] A base station according to the present exemplary embodiment is a base station controlling a first cell and
comprises a communication section that transmits operation information on the base station to anther base station
through an inter-BS interface, wherein the operation information on the first cell includes information about a load on
the first cell and information about a number of active users in the first cell.
[0028] A communication method according to the present exemplary embodiment comprises the step of transmitting
operation information on a first cell controlled by a first base station to a second base station through an inter-BS interface,
wherein the operation information on the first cell includes a load on the first cell and a number of active users in the first cell.
[0029] A program according to the present exemplary embodiment causes a computer to execute the step of trans-
mitting operation information on a first cell controlled by a first base station to a second base station through an inter-
BS interface, wherein the operation information on the first cell includes a load on the first cell and a number of active
users in the first cell.
[0030] A recording medium according to the present exemplary embodiment is a computer-readable information re-
cording medium and records the program according to the present exemplary embodiment.

[Advantageous Effects of Invention]

[0031] According to the present invention, it is possible to share information on the number of active users in each
cell between base stations.

[Brief Description of Drawings]

[0032]

[FIG. 1]
FIG. 1 is a diagram schematically showing an example of load balancing control in a general communication system.
[FIG. 2]
FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a schematic architecture of a communication system according to a first exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 3]
FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a schematic configuration of a base station according to the first exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 4]
FIG. 4 is a flowchart for describing operations in the communication system according to the first exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 5]
FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a schematic architecture of a communication system according to a second exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 6]
FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a base station according to the second exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.
[FIG. 7]
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FIG. 7 is a sequence diagram for describing operations in the communication system according to the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 8]
FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an example of operation information on a cell 23 in the second exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.
[FIG. 9]
FIG. 9 is a diagram showing an example of operation information on a cell 24 in the second exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.
[FIG. 10]
FIG. 10 is a flowchart for describing load control processing in the second exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.
[FIG. 11]
FIG. 11 is a flowchart for describing load control processing in a third exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 12]
FIG. 12 is a diagram showing an example of operation information on the cell 23 in a fourth exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.
[FIG. 13]
FIG. 13 is a flowchart for describing load control processing in the fourth exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.
[FIG. 14]
FIG. 14 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a base station according to a fifth exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.
[FIG. 15]
FIG. 15 is a diagram showing an example of operation information on the cell 23 in the fifth exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.
[FIG. 16]
FIG. 16 is a flowchart for describing load control processing in the fifth exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 17]
FIG. 17 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a base station according to a sixth exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.
[FIG. 18]
FIG. 18 is a diagram showing an example of operation information on the cell 23 in the sixth exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.
[FIG. 19]
FIG. 19 is a flowchart for describing load control processing in the sixth exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

[Description of Embodiments]

[0033] Exemplary embodiments of the present invention will be described with reference to drawings. However, these
embodiments are not intended to limit the technical scope of the present invention.

1. First exemplary embodiment

[0034] A communication system according to a first exemplary embodiment of the present invention will be described
using FIG. 2.
[0035] Referring to FIG. 2, a communication system 10 according to the present exemplary embodiment includes
base stations 11 and 12. The base station 11 controls a cell 13. The base station 12 is connected to the base station
11 through an inter-BS interface 14. Moreover, the base station 11 transmits operation information on the cell 13 to the
base station 12 through the inter-BS interface 14. An inter-BS interface is, for example the X2 interface. The operation
information on the cell 13 includes the load on the cell 13 and the number of active users in the cell 13. The number of
active users is the number of communication terminals (user terminals) connected to a base station in a cell. Here, the
number of active users may refer to the number of communication terminals concurrently connected to a base station,
or may refer to the number of communication terminals connected within a predetermined time range. Note that when
the base station 11 controls a plurality of cells, the base station 11 transmits operation information on each cell to the
base station 12.
[0036] Next, FIG. 3 shows a configuration of the base station 11. The base station 11 includes a communication section
15. The communication section 15 transmits operation information on the cell 13, which is formed by the base station
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11, to the base station 12 through the inter-BS interface 14. When the base station 11 forms a plurality of cells, the base
station 11 transmits operation information on each cell to the base station 12.
[0037] Next, an operation in the communication system 10 according to the present exemplary embodiment will be
described using FIG. 4. In the communication system according to the present exemplary embodiment, the base station
11 transmits operation information on the cell 13 through the inter-BS interface 14 (Operation S1). When the base station
11 forms a plurality of cells, the base station 11 transmits operation information on each cell. Then, the base station 12
receives the operation information on the cell 13 through the inter-BS interface 14 (Operation S2).
[0038] As described above, according to the present exemplary embodiment, base stations transmit and receive
information on the load on a cell and the number of active users in this cell. Thus, base stations can share information
on the loads on individual cells and the numbers of active users in the individual cells.
[0039] Hence, for example, when the base station 12 performs load balancing control, the base station 12 can consider
the number of active users in the cell 13 of the base station 11 in addition to the load on the cell 13. As described above,
there is correlation between the number of active users relative to the load on a cell and the user throughput. Accordingly,
in the communication system according to the present exemplary embodiment, it is possible to perform efficient load
balancing control, considering not only the leveling of cell loads but also the leveling of user throughputs.
[0040] Further, according to the present exemplary embodiment, since operation information on cells is transmitted
and received through inter-BS interfaces, it is possible to prevent performance degradation in load balancing control
accompanied by delays in transmission and reception of operation information, in comparison with a case where operation
information on cells is transmitted and received via an EMS or NMS.

2. Second exemplary embodiment

2.1) System architecture

[0041] Next, a communication system 20 according to a second exemplary embodiment of the present invention will
be described using FIGS. 5 and 6.
[0042] Referring to FIG. 5, the communication system 20 according to the present exemplary embodiment includes
base stations 21 and 22. The base stations 21 and 22 are connected through an inter-BS interface 25. Moreover, the
base stations 21 and 22 communicate with multiple user terminals 26 within cells 23 and 24, respectively. Furthermore,
the base stations 21 and 22 each communicate with a core network 28 through a base station-core interface 27. The
base stations 21 and 22 each perform processing for relaying communication between the core network 28 and the user
terminal 26.
[0043] FIG. 6 shows a functional configuration of the base station 21. Note that the base station 22 also has a similar
configuration to the base station 21. The base station 21 includes a communication section 29, a call control section 30,
a load control section 31, and a measurement section 32. The measurement section 32 includes a first measurement
section 33 and a second measurement section 34. The communication section 29 communicates with the base station
22 through the inter-BS interface 25 and performs transmission/reception of signals for processing of handover between
the cells 23 and 24, transmission/reception of information on the load and the number of active users measured by the
measurement section 32, which will be described later, and transmission/reception of control signals for load balancing
control. Moreover, the communication section 29 transmits/receives user data to/from the multiple user terminals 26
over radio links. Further, the communication section 29 connects to the core network 28 through the base station-core
interface 27 and performs processing for relaying traffic of the user terminal 26.
[0044] The call control section 30 makes calls to and receives calls from the user terminal 26 as well as performs
handover control, radio resource assignment and the like.
[0045] The load control section 31 performs control for load balancing between the cell 23 controlled by the base
station 21 and the cell 24 controlled by the base station 22 neighboring on the base station 21, based on operation
information on the cells. Note that operation information on the cell 24 in the present exemplary embodiment indicates
the load on the cell 24 and the mean value of the number of active users in the cell 24.
[0046] The first measurement section 33 of the measurement section 32 measures the loads per unit time on the
downlink and uplink in the cell 23 controlled by the base station 21. Moreover, the second measurement section 34 of
the measurement section 32 measures the mean values of the numbers of active users per unit time on the downlink
and uplink in the cell 23.

2.2) System operation

[0047] Next, operations in the communication system 20 according to the present exemplary embodiment will be
described using FIG. 7. FIG. 7 shows a sequence of operations in the communication system 20.
[0048] The base station 21 sends a message M100 including operation information on the cell 23 controlled by the
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base station 21 to the base station 22 (Operation S100). Similarly, the base station 22 also sends a message M101
including operation information on the cell 24 controlled by the base station 22 to the base station 21 (Operation S101).
The base stations 21 and 22 may be configured to send and receive respective messages M102 and M103 including
operation information on the cells 23 and 24, respectively, to/from each other at predetermined periods T0 thereafter
(Operations S102 and 103). Alternatively, the base stations may be configured to notify the start or stop of transmission
of operation information to each other at any timing. For example, in FIG. 7, the base station 22 may start sending the
message M101 to the base station 21 after receiving the message M100 and before analyzing the message M100
(Operation S104), which will be described later. Moreover, the base stations 21 and 22 may stop transmission and
reception of operation information for a certain period of time after each having changed a parameter (Operations S110
and 111).
[0049] The load control section of the base station 22, after acquiring the operation information on the cell 23, analyzes
the operation information on the cells 23 and 24 and determines whether or not there is necessity for load balancing
control (Operations S104 and S106). Similarly, the load control section 31 of the base station 21 having acquired the
operation information on the cell 24 analyzes the operation information on the cells 23 and 24 and determines the
necessity for load balancing between the cells 23 and 24 (Operations S105 and S107). Note that a specific method for
determining the necessity for load balancing will be described later.
[0050] In the present exemplary embodiment, it is assumed that the base stations 21 and 22 determine in Operations
S104 to S106 that there is no necessity for load balancing. Moreover, it is assumed that the base station 21 determines
in Operation S107 that there is necessity for load balancing.
[0051] In this case, the load control section 31 of the base station 21 sends a parameter change request message
M104 to the base station 22 via the communication section 29 (Operation S108). The parameter change request message
includes a request to change a load balancing-related parameter such as, for example, an offset value to handover or
cell reselection from the cell 23 to the cell 24.
[0052] The base station 22, when accepting the request for change included in the parameter change request message,
sends a parameter change response message M105 to the base station 21 (Operation S109). Moreover, after or before
Operation S109, the base station 21 changes the value of the predetermined parameter in accordance with information
included in the parameter change request message (Operation S110). Furthermore, the base station 21 itself changes
a predetermined parameter as necessary based on a result of the analysis in Operation S107 (Operation S111). Thus,
it is possible to accomplish the leveling of the loads on the cells 23 and 24.
[0053] In the manner described above, the base stations 21 and 22 perform control for load balancing between the
cells 23 and 24.
[0054] Next, FIGS. 8 and 9 show an example of the operation information on the cells to be transmitted and received
between the base stations in Operations S100 to S103. FIG. 8 shows an example of the operation information on the
cell 23. FIG. 9 shows an example of the operation information on the cell 24.
[0055] The operation information on the cells 23 and 24 shown in FIGS. 8 and 9 include the statistics values of
measurement information per unit time for each cell managed by a base station. "DL Total PRB Usage (Downlink Total
Physical Resource Block Usage) [%]" (200, 210) shows the load on the downlink in a cell and is a value representing
the use rate of downlink physical resource blocks in percentages. DL Total PRB Usage is set to zero in a state where
any communication including transmission/reception of control information is not being performed, and set to 100 in a
state where communication is being performed using all resource blocks. On the other hand, "UL Total PRB Usage
(Uplink Total Physical Resource Block Usage) [%]" (201, 211) shows the load on the uplink in a cell and represents the
use rate of uplink physical resource blocks. Note that for an index of load, an index other than "PRB usage" will do, and,
for example, downlink gross transmission power, uplink broadband received power, total throughput or the like may be
used. "DL Active Number of Users" (202, 212) is the number of active users on the downlink. Specifically, it is a value
obtained by averaging the numbers of active users on the downlink at sampling times within a statistical time interval.
Similarly, "UL Active Number of Users" (203, 213) is the number of active users on the uplink.

2.3) Load balancing control

[0056] Next, a description will be given of a detailed flow of the operations of load balancing control processing
according to the present exemplary embodiment in Operations S104 to S111 in FIG. 7, using FIG. 10.
[0057] First, a case will be described where the base station 21 transmits operation information on the cell 23 to the
base station 22. When the base station 21 starts load balancing control processing (Operation S200), the measurement
section 32 measures operation information on the cell 23 controlled by the base station 21 (Operation S201). Here, the
measurement section 32 notifies the measured operation information to the load control section 31. Moreover, the
measurement section 32 transmits the measured operation information on the cell 23 to the base station 22 via the
communication section 29 through the inter-BS interface 25 (Operation S202) and then completes the processing.
[0058] Next, a case will be described where the base station 21 receives operation information on the cell 24 from the
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base station 22. In this case, the load control section 31 acquires the operation information on the cell 24 received from
the base station 22 (Operation S203).
[0059] Then, the load control section 31, based on the operation information on the cell 23 and the operation information
on the cell 24, determines whether or not there is necessity for load balancing between the cells 23 and 24 (Operation
S204). That is, based on information about the load on and the number of active users in the cell 23 and the load on
and the number of active users in the cell 24, it is determined whether or not there is necessity for load balancing between
the cells 23 and 24. For example, it may be determined that load balancing is required when the value of the following
expression is larger than a predetermined threshold: (load on the cell 23/number of active users) - (load on the cell
24/number of active users). On the other hand, it may be determined that load balancing is not required when the value
of the expression, (load on the cell 23/number of active users) - (load on the cell 24/number of active users), is not larger
than the predetermined threshold. Moreover, it is also possible to perform load balancing based on other predetermined
expression using loads and the numbers of active users, other than a case as described above where load balancing
is performed based on the ratio of a load to the number of active users. For example, it may be determined that load
balancing is required when the value of the following expression is larger than a predetermined threshold: (α x load on
the cell 23 + β x number of active users) - (α x load on the cell 24 + β x number of active users), where α and β are
arbitrary fixed coefficients. In this case, it is determined that load balancing is not required when the value of the expression,
(α x load on the cell 23 + β x number of active users) - (α x load on the cell 24 + β x number of active users), is not larger
than the predetermined threshold.
[0060] When it is determined that load balancing is required (YES at Operation S204), the load control section 31
changes a predetermined parameter set on the base station 21 (Operation S205). The predetermined parameter is a
parameter related to load balancing, which may be, for example, a parameter related to a criterion of handover and cell
reselection from the cell 23 to the cell 24, or may be maximum transmission power and reference signal transmission
power in the cell 23. Further, the load control section 31 requests the base station 22 to change a predetermined
parameter (Operation S206). The parameter requested to be changed may be, for example, a parameter related to a
criterion of handover and cell reselection from the cell 24 to the cell 23, or may be maximum transmission power and
reference signal transmission power in the cell 24.
[0061] On the other hand, when the load control section 31 determines that load balancing is not required (NO at
Operation S204), the processing is completed without changing the parameters (Operation S207).

2.4) Effects

[0062] As described above, according to the present exemplary embodiment, in addition to the load on a cell, the
number of active users in the cell can be shared between base stations. Accordingly, base stations can perform load
balancing control based on not only the loads on individual cells but also the numbers of active users in the individual
cells. Hence, in the communication system 20 according to the present exemplary embodiment, it is possible to perform
efficient load balancing control, considering not only the leveling of loads between cells but also the leveling of user
throughputs.

3. Third exemplary embodiment

[0063] Next, a communication system according to a third exemplary embodiment of the present invention will be
described. Comparing the present exemplary embodiment to the second exemplary embodiment, operation information
measured by the measurement section 32 of the base station 21 and a flow of load balancing control processing are
different. That is, the first measurement section 33 of the base station 21 in the present exemplary embodiment measures
the load on the cell 23 controlled by the base station 21, for each service in the cell 23. Moreover, the second measurement
section 34 of the base station 21 measures the number of active users in the cell 23, for each service.
[0064] Next, FIG. 11 shows a flowchart of load balancing control processing according to the present exemplary
embodiment. First, a case will be described where the base station 21 transmits operation information on the cell 23 to
the base station 22. When the base station 21 in the present exemplary embodiment starts load balancing control
processing (Operation S300), the measurement section 32 measures operation information for each service in the cell
23 (Operation S301). For example, the measurement section 32 measures operation information for GBR (Guaranteed
Bit Rate) service and operation information for non-GBR service in the cell 23 individually and notifies them to the load
control section 31. Note that the operation information in the present exemplary embodiment includes at least the loads
on and the numbers of active users of individual services in the cell 23. For example, the operation information in the
present exemplary embodiment includes the loads on GBR service and non-GBR service and the numbers of active
users of these individual services.
[0065] Then, the measurement section 32 transmits the operation information for each service in the cell 23 to the
base station 22 through the inter-BS interface 25 (Operation S302) and completes the processing.
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[0066] Next, a case will be described where the base station 21 receives operation information for each service in the
cell 24 from the base station 22. In this case, the load control section 31 acquires the operation information for each
service in the cell 24 received from the base station 22 (Operation S303).
[0067] Subsequently, the load control section 31, based on the operation information for each service in the cells 23
and 24, determines whether or not there is necessity for load balancing between the cells 23 and 24 (Operation S304).
For example, determination is made individually as to the necessity for load balancing based on the operation information
for GBR service in the cells 23 and 24, and as to the necessity for load balancing based on the operation information
for non-GBR service in the cells 23 and 24. Then, when it is determined that load balancing is required for at least any
one of the services, it may be determined in Operation S304 that load balancing is required. Alternatively, only when it
is determined that load balancing is required for both of the services, it may be determined in Operation S304 that load
balancing is required.
[0068] Moreover, in a case of using a threshold when determination is performed as to load balancing for each service,
the threshold may take different values for different services. For example, the necessity for load balancing based on
the operation information for GBR service may be determined based on whether or not the value of the following
expression is larger than a first threshold: (load on GBR service in the cell 23/number of active users of GBR service in
the cell 23) - (load on GBR service in the cell 24/number of active users of GBR service in the cell 24). The necessity
for load balancing based on the operation information for non-GBR service may be determined based on whether or not
the value of the following expression is larger than a second threshold: (load on non-GBR service in the cell 23/number
of active users of non-GBR service in the cell 23) - (load on non-GBR service in the cell 24/number of active users of
non-GBR service in the cell 24).
[0069] Then, when it is determined that load balancing is required (YES at Operation S304), the load control section
31 changes a predetermined parameter set on the base station 21 (Operation S305). The predetermined parameter is
a load balancing-related parameter, which may be, for example, a parameter related to a criterion of handover and cell
reselection from the cell 23 to the cell 24, or may be maximum transmission power and reference signal transmission
power in the cell 23. Further, the load control section 31 requests the base station 22 to change a predetermined
parameter (Operation S306). The predetermined parameter requested to be changed may be, for example, a parameter
related to a criterion of handover and cell reselection from the cell 24 to the cell 23, or may be maximum transmission
power and reference signal transmission power in the cell 24.
[0070] On the other hand, when the load control section 31 determines that load balancing is not required (NO at
Operation S304), the processing is completed without changing the parameters (Operation S307).
[0071] As described above, according to the present exemplary embodiment, it is possible to share operation infor-
mation for each service in a cell between base stations. Accordingly, base stations can perform load balancing control
based on information on the loads on and the numbers of active users of individual services in cells. Hence, in the
communication system according to the present exemplary embodiment, it is possible to perform more efficient load
balancing between cells. Note that although GBR service and non-GBR service are taken as an example of service
category in the present exemplary embodiment, other arbitrary service categories may be used, such as, for example,
voice service, streaming service, interactive data service, and background data service.

4. Fourth exemplary embodiment

[0072] Next, a communication system according to a fourth exemplary embodiment of the present invention will be
described. Comparing the present exemplary embodiment to the second exemplary embodiment, operation information
measured by the measurement section 32 of the base station 21 and a flow of load balancing control processing are
different. That is, the first measurement section 33 of the base station 21 in the present exemplary embodiment measures
the overall load on the cell 23 controlled by the base station 21 and also measures the load on each provider to which
users subscribe. That is, of the load on the cell 23, the first measurement section 33 measures a load arising from
communication of users subscribing to a predetermined provider. Moreover, the second measurement section 34 of the
base station 21 measures the gross number of active users in the cell 23 and also measures the number of active users
of each predetermined provider. That is, of the active users in the cell 23, the second measurement section 34 measures
the number of users subscribing to a predetermined provider. Note that it is assumed that telecommunication operators
A and B share the base stations 21 and 22 in the present exemplary embodiment.
[0073] FIG. 12 shows an example of operation information on the cell 23 transmitted and received between base
stations in the present exemplary embodiment. The operation information on the cell 23 shown in FIG. 12 includes the
use rate of downlink physical resource blocks for each telecommunication operator (DL Total PRB Usage per Operator)
205, the use rate of uplink physical resource blocks for each telecommunication operator (UL Total PRB Usage per
Operator) 206, the number of active users on the downlink for each telecommunication operator (DL Active Number of
Users per Operator) 207, and the number of active users on the uplink for each telecommunication operator (UL Active
Number of Users per Operator) 208, in addition to the operation information shown in FIG. 8. Note that DL Total PRB
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Usage and UL Total PRB Usage include common control signals (reference signal, synchronization signal and the like)
that do not belong to communication of users subscribing to telecommunication operators. Accordingly, as shown in
Fig. 12, a difference arises between the load on the cell 23 and a total of the loads on the individual telecommunication
operators.
[0074] Next, FIG. 13 shows a flowchart of load balancing control processing according to the present exemplary
embodiment. First, a case will be described where the base station 21 transmits operation information on the cell 23 to
the base station 22. When the base station 21 in the present exemplary embodiment starts load balancing control
processing (Operation S400), the measurement section 32 measures operation information for each telecommunication
operator in the cell 23 (Operation S401). That is, the measurement section 32 of the base station 21 in the present
exemplary embodiment measures operation information on the cell 23 controlled by the base station 21 for each tele-
communication operator and notifies them to the load control section 31. Specifically, of the load on the cell 23, the
measurement section 32 measures a load arising from communication of users subscribing to the telecommunication
operator A and the number of active users subscribing to the telecommunication operator A. Moreover, of the load on
the cell 23, the measurement section 32 measures a load arising from communication of users subscribing to the
telecommunication operator B and the number of active users subscribing to the telecommunication operator B.
[0075] Then, the measurement section 32 transmits the measured operation information for each telecommunication
operator to the base station 22 through the inter-BS interface 25 (Operation S402) and completes the processing.
[0076] Next, a case will be described where the base station 21 receives operation information for each telecommu-
nication operator in the cell 24 from the base station 22. In this case, the load control section 31 acquires the operation
information for each telecommunication operator in the cell 24 received by the base station 21 (Operation S403).
[0077] Subsequently, the load control section 31, based on the operation information for each telecommunication
operator in the cells 23 and 24, determines whether or not there is necessity for load balancing between the cells 23
and 24 (Operation S404). For example, the load control section 31 may determine that there is necessity for load
balancing when the value of the following expression is larger than a third threshold: (load on the telecommunication
operator A in the cell 23/number of active users of the telecommunication operator A in the cell 23) - (load on the
telecommunication operator A in the cell 24/number of active users of the telecommunication operator A in the cell 24),
or when the value of the following expression is larger than a fourth threshold: (load on the telecommunication operator
B in the cell 23/number of active users of the telecommunication operator B in the cell 23) - (load on the telecommunication
operator B in the cell 24/number of active users of the telecommunication operator B in the cell 24).
[0078] Then, when it is determined that load balancing is required (YES at Operation S404), the load control section
31 changes a predetermined parameter set on the base station 21 for load balancing (Operation S405). The predeter-
mined parameter is a load balancing-related parameter, which may be, for example, a parameter related to a criterion
of handover and cell reselection from the cell 23 to the call 24, or may be maximum transmission power and reference
signal transmission power in the cell 23. Further, the load control section 31 requests the base station 22 to change a
predetermined parameter (Operation S406). The parameter requested to be changed may be, for example, a parameter
related to a criterion of handover and cell reselection from the cell 24 to the cell 23, or may be maximum transmission
power and reference signal transmission power in the cell 24.
[0079] On the other hand, when the load control section 31 determines that load balancing is not required (NO at
Operation S404), the processing is completed without changing the parameters (Operation S407).
[0080] As described above, according to the present exemplary embodiment, when a plurality of telecommunication
operators share communication resources of a single base station, load information and measurement information on
the number of active users for each telecommunication operator can be shared between base stations. Accordingly,
load balancing control can be performed based on not only the loads on individual cells but also the loads on individual
telecommunication operators.
[0081] Note that although the present exemplary embodiment shows a case where two telecommunication operators
A and B share the base station 21, the present exemplary embodiment may be applied to a case where three or more
telecommunication operators share a single base station.

5. Fifth exemplary embodiment

[0082] Next, a communication system according to a fifth exemplary embodiment of the present invention will be
described. Comparing the present exemplary embodiment to the second exemplary embodiment, the configurations of
base stations 51 and 52 included in the communication system are different. The base station 51 according to the present
exemplary embodiment transmits/receives operation information on a cell to/from the base station 52. Moreover, the
base station 51 controls the cell 23, while the base station 52 controls the cell 24. FIG. 14 shows the configuration of
the base station 51 according to the present exemplary embodiment.
[0083] A measurement section 53 of the base station 51 shown in FIG. 14 includes a third measurement section 54,
in addition to the first measurement section 33 and the second measurement section 34. The first measurement section
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33 and the second measurement section 34 measure the load on the cell 23 and the number of active users in the cell
23, respectively, as in the second exemplary embodiment. The third measurement section 54 measures the probability
distribution of user throughput in the cell 23. Specifically, the third measurement section 54, for each call of user terminal,
measures the number of bytes transmitted over the downlink and uplink and retains them as user throughputs. Further,
the third measurement section 54, for each cell, compiles such user throughputs during a predetermined time interval
and creates a histogram or cumulative distribution function of user throughput. Then, the measurement section 53 notifies
the probability distribution of user throughput measured by the third measurement section 54 to the load control section
31. Furthermore, the measurement section 53 includes the probability distribution of user throughput measured by the
third measurement section 54 into operation information on the cell 23 and transmits it to the base station 52 through
the inter-BS interface 25.
[0084] Next, FIG. 15 shows an example of operation information on the cell 23 transmitted by the base station 51 to
the base station 52 in the present exemplary embodiment.
[0085] The operation information shown in FIG. 15 includes "Number of Calls per DL User Throughput", which is
information on a probability distribution of downlink user throughput, in addition to the operation information shown in
FIG. 8. In the present exemplary embodiment, downlink user throughputs are marked at 0.1 Mb/s, 0.2 Mb/s, 0.5 Mb/s,
1.0 Mb/s, 2.0 Mb/s, 5.0 Mb/s, 10 Mb/s, 20 Mb/s, and 50 Mb/s on a scale of a histogram, and the number of calls within
a predetermined time interval is measured for each bin of the histogram and included in operation information. Uplink
user throughputs are similarly measured and included in operation information.
[0086] Next, FIG. 16 shows a flowchart of load balancing control processing according to the present exemplary
embodiment.
[0087] First, a case will be described where the base station 51 transmits operation information to the base station
52. When the base station 51 in the present exemplary embodiment starts load balancing control processing (Operation
S500), the measurement section 53 measures operation information on the cell 23 controlled by the base station 51
(Operation S501). Here, the operation information on the cell 23 in the present exemplary embodiment is the operation
information shown in FIG. 15. That is, the measurement section 53 in the present exemplary embodiment measures at
least the load on the cell 23, the number of active users in the cell 23, and the probability distribution of user throughput
in the cell 23 and notifies them to the load control section 31.
[0088] Then, the measurement section 53 transmits the operation information on the cell 23 to the base station 52
through the inter-BS interface 25 (Operation S502).
[0089] Next, a case will be described where the base station 51 receives operation information on the cell 24 from the
base station 52. In this case, the load control section 31 acquires the operation information on the cell 24 received by
the base station 51 (Operation S503).
[0090] Subsequently, the load control section 31, based on the operation information on the cells 23 and 24, determines
whether or not there is necessity for load balancing between the cells 23 and 24 (Operation S504). In this event, the
load control section 31 determines the necessity for load balancing based on the loads on, the numbers of active users
in, and the probability distributions of user throughput in the cells 23 and 24. For example, the load control section 31
may determine that there is necessity for load balancing both when the value of the following expression is larger than
a fifth threshold: (load on the cell 23/number of active users in the cell 23) - (load on the cell 24/number of active users
in the cell 24), and when the proportion of user throughputs in the cell 23 that are not greater than a predetermined value
is larger than a sixth threshold while the proportion of user throughputs in the cell 24 that are not greater than a prede-
termined value is smaller than the sixth threshold.
[0091] When it is determined that load balancing is required (YES at Operation S504), the load control section 31
changes a predetermined parameter set on the base station 51 (Operation S505). The predetermined parameter is a
load balancing-related parameter, which may be, for example, a parameter related to a criterion of handover and cell
reselection from the cell 23 to the cell 24, or may be maximum transmission power and reference signal transmission
power in the cell 23. Further, the load control section 31 requests the base station 52 to change a predetermined
parameter (Operation S506). The predetermined parameter requested to be changed may be, for example, a parameter
related to a criterion of handover and cell reselection from the cell 24 to the cell 23, or may be maximum transmission
power and reference signal transmission power in the cell 24.
[0092] On the other hand, when the load control section 31 determines that load balancing is not required (NO at
Operation S504), the processing is completed without changing the parameters (Operation S507).
[0093] As described above, according to the present exemplary embodiment, information on the probability distributions
of user throughput in individual cells can be shared between base stations, in addition to the loads on and the numbers
of active users in the individual cells. Accordingly, it is possible to efficiently perform load balancing particularly when
user throughputs at the cell edge greatly degrade.
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6. Sixth exemplary embodiment

[0094] Incidentally, when control for changing maximum transmission power is performed in a neighbor cell, the
problem arises that the sufficient effects of load balancing cannot be achieved unless that change information is shared
between base stations. For example, in the second exemplary embodiment, it is assumed that the base station 21 lowers
maximum transmission power in the cell 23 to reduce interference from the cell 23 of the base station 21 to the cell 24
of the base station 22. Consequently, user terminal belonging to the cell 23 moves to the cell 24. On the other hand, it
is assumed that the base station 22 changes a predetermined parameter in an attempt to perform load balancing between
the cells 23 and 24, with the result that user terminal belonging to the cell 24 moves to the cell 23. Then, the effects of
the control on maximum transmission power by the base station 21 and the effects of the control for parameter change
by the base station 22 cancel out each other. This problem arises because a base station changes maximum transmission
power or reference signal transmission power, but without notifying it to the other base station, each base station
individually performs autonomous decentralized control.
[0095] Accordingly, in the present exemplary embodiment, a communication system will be described in which infor-
mation on maximum transmission power or reference signal transmission power in each cell can be shared between
base stations.
[0096] The communication system according to the present exemplary embodiment will be described. Comparing the
present exemplary embodiment to the second exemplary embodiment, the configurations of base stations 61 and 62
included in the communication system are different. The base station 61 transmits/receives operation information on a
cell to/from the base station 62. Moreover, the base station 61 controls the cell 23, while the base station 62 controls
the cell 24. FIG. 17 shows the configuration of the base station 61 according to the present exemplary embodiment.
[0097] A measurement section 63 of the base station 61 shown in FIG. 17 includes a fourth measurement section 64,
in addition to the first measurement section 33 and the second measurement section 34. The first measurement section
33 and the second measurement section 34 measure the load on the cell 23 and the number of active users in the cell
23, respectively, as in the second exemplary embodiment. The fourth measurement section 64 measures the maximum
transmission power and a set value of the reference transmission power in the cell 23 and notifies them to the load
control section 31. Moreover, the measurement section 63 sends the maximum transmission power and the set value
of the reference signal transmission power measured by the fourth measurement section 64 to the base station 62
through the inter-BS interface 25.
[0098] Next, FIG. 18 shows an example of operation information on the cell 23 transmitted by the base station 61 to
the base station 62 in the present exemplary embodiment.
[0099] The operation information shown in FIG. 18 includes downlink maximum transmission power (DL Maximum
Transmission Power) 209 and downlink reference signal transmission power (DL Reference Signal Transmission Power)
210, in addition to the operation information shown in FIG. 8. Note that when the maximum transmission power in the
downlink system bandwidth is changed, the reference signal transmission power, in general, is changed proportionally.
Moreover, in some cases, the coverage of a cell is controlled by intentionally setting an offset to a reference signal.
Accordingly, information on downlink maximum transmission power and information on downlink reference signal trans-
mission power are acquired individually.
[0100] Next, FIG. 19 shows a flowchart of load balancing control processing according to the present exemplary
embodiment.
[0101] First, a case will be described where the base station 61 transmits operation information to the base station
62. When the base station 61 in the present exemplary embodiment starts load balancing control processing (Operation
S600), the measurement section 63 acquires operation information on the cell 23 controlled by the base station 61
(Operation S601).
[0102] Here, the operation information on the cell 23 in the present exemplary embodiment is the operation information
shown in FIG. 18. That is, the measurement section 63 in the present exemplary embodiment measures at least the
load on the cell 23, the number of active users in the cell 23, the maximum transmission power, and a set value of the
reference signal transmission power in the cell 23, and notifies them to the load control section 31.
[0103] Then, the measurement section 63 transmits the operation information on the cell 23 to the base station 62
through the inter-BS interface 25 (Operation S602) and completes the processing.
[0104] Next, a case will be described where the base station 61 receives operation information on the cell 24 from the
base station 62. In this case, the load control section 31 acquires the operation information on the cell 24 received by
the base station 61 (Operation S603).
[0105] Subsequently, the load control section 31 determines whether or not the maximum transmission power and
the set value of the reference signal transmission power in the cell 24 included in the received operation information
have been changed from the values included in operation information previously received (Operation S604). That is,
the load control section 31 determines whether or not control for changing the maximum transmission power and the
set value of the reference signal transmission power in the cell 24 has been performed by the base station 62.
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[0106] First, a case will be described where it is determined that the maximum transmission power and the set value
of the reference signal transmission power in the cell 24 are not changed (NO at Operation S604). In this case, the load
control section 31, based on the operation information on the cells 23 and 24, determines whether or not there is necessity
for load balancing between the cells 23 and 24 (Operation S605). For example, the cells 23 and 24 are compared in
load per active user in a cell, and when the difference therebetween is larger than a seventh threshold or when the
difference therebetween is smaller than an eighth threshold, it may be determined that there is necessity for load balancing.
[0107] When the load control section 31 determines that load balancing is required (YES at Operation S605), a
predetermined parameter of the cell 23 is changed for load balancing (Operation S606). The predetermined parameter
is a load balancing-related parameter, which may be, for example, a parameter related to a criterion of handover and
cell reselection from the cell 23 to the cell 24, or may be maximum transmission power and reference signal transmission
power in the cell 23. For example, when the difference in load per active user in a cell is larger than the seventh threshold,
it is determined that there is necessity for load balancing, and control for reducing the maximum transmission power
and the reference signal transmission power in the cell 23 by a preset step may be performed. Moreover, when the
difference in load per active user in a cell is smaller than the eighth threshold, control for increasing the maximum
transmission power and the reference signal transmission power by a preset step may be performed.
[0108] Subsequently, the load control section 31 transmits a request to change a predetermined parameter to the
base station 62 through the inter-BS interface 25 (Operation S607). The predetermined parameter may be, for example,
a parameter related to a criterion of handover and cell reselection from the cell 23 to the cell 24, or may be maximum
transmission power and reference signal transmission power in the cell 23.
[0109] On the other hand, when the load control section 31 determines that the maximum transmission power and
the set value of the reference signal transmission power in the cell 24 are changed (YES at Operation S604), the load
control section 31 completes the processing without changing the parameters (Operation S608).
[0110] Moreover, even when the load control section 31 determines that the maximum transmission power and the
set value of the reference signal transmission power in the cell 24 are not changed (YES at Operation S604), but when
the load control section 31 determines that there is no necessity for load balancing based on the loads on and the
numbers of active users in the cells (NO at Operation S605), the load control section 31 completes the processing without
changing the parameters (Operation S608).
[0111] As described above, in the present exemplary embodiment, base stations can share the values of maximum
transmission power or reference signal transmission power in cells. That is, a base station in the present exemplary
embodiment can grasp whether or not the value of maximum transmission power or reference signal transmission power
in a cell of a neighbor base station has been changed. Thus, it is possible to prevent the effects of load balancing control
performed by a base station and the effects of load balancing control performed by another base station from canceling
out each other. Accordingly, in the communication system according to the present exemplary embodiment, it is possible
to efficiently perform load balancing control and thus to make network autonomous optimization more efficient.

7. Modification examples

[0112] Note that although a base station performs load balancing control in the communication systems according to
the first to sixth exemplary embodiments, this is not a restriction. For example, a base station management device
managing base stations (e.g., EMS or NMS) may perform load balancing control. In this case, a base station transmits
operation information on a cell acquired from another base station to a base station management device. Moreover, the
base station also transmits operation information on a cell controlled by itself to the base station management device.
Then, the base station management device, based on the acquired operation information on the cells, performs control
for load balancing between these cells.
[0113] Further, the communication systems according to the first to sixth exemplary embodiments can be applied to
a SON system, which performs autonomous optimization of radio parameters in mobile communication.
[0114] Furthermore, the operations in the communication systems described in the first to sixth exemplary embodiments
may be controlled by a CPU (Central Processing Unit) of a device included in the communication system shown in FIG.
2 or 5, or of another device communicable with this device. In this case, it is needless to say that the operations are
accomplished in such a manner that a recording medium storing software program codes for implementing the functions
in each embodiment is prepared and the CPU is caused to operate by a general computer reading the program codes
stored in the recording medium.
[0115] Note that the recording medium providing the programs may be any one as long as it can store the above-
described program, such as, for example, CD-ROM (Compact Disc Read Only Memory), DVD-R (Digital Versatile Disk
Recordable), optical disk, magnetic disk, or nonvolatile memory card.
[0116] Moreover, in the first to sixth exemplary embodiments, the type of a base station is not limited. That is, a base
station may be any of a macro base station configuring a macro cell, a pico base station configuring a pico cell, and a
femto base station (HNB (Home Node B) or HeNB) configuring a femto cell.
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8. Additional statements

[0117] Part or all of the above-described exemplary embodiments also can be stated as in, but is not limited to, the
following additional statements.

(Additional statement 1)

[0118] A communication system comprising: a first base station controlling a first cell; and a second base station
connected to the first base station through an inter-BS interface, wherein the first base station transmits operation
information on the first cell to the second base station through the inter-BS interface, wherein the operation information
on the first cell includes information about a load on the first cell and information about a number of active users in the
first cell.

(Additional statement 2)

[0119] The communication system according to additional statement 1, wherein the operation information on the first
cell includes a load on a predetermined service in the first cell and a number of active users of the predetermined service.

(Additional statement 3)

[0120] The communication system according to additional statement 1 or 2, wherein the operation information on the
first cell includes, of the load on the first cell, a load arising from communication of users subscribing to a predetermined
operator and, of the active users in the first cell, a number of users subscribing to the predetermined operator.

(Additional statement 4)

[0121] The communication system according to any one of additional statements 1 to 3, wherein the operation infor-
mation on the first cell includes a probability distribution of user throughput in the first cell.

(Additional statement 5)

[0122] The communication system according to any one of additional statements 1 to 4, wherein the operation infor-
mation on the first cell includes a value of maximum transmission power and a set value of reference signal transmission
power in the first cell.

(Additional statement 6)

[0123] The communication system according to any one of additional statements 1 to 5, wherein the second base
station forms a second cell, and the first base station receives operation information on the second cell through the inter-
BS interface and, based on the operation information on the first cell and the operation information on the second cell,
performs control for load balancing between the first and second cells.

(Additional statement 7)

[0124] A base station controlling a first cell, comprising: a communication section that transmits operation information
on the base station to anther base station through an inter-BS interface, wherein the operation information on the first
cell includes a load on the first cell and a number of active users in the first cell.

(Additional statement 8)

[0125] The base station according to additional statement 7, wherein the operation information on the first cell includes
a load on a predetermined service in the first cell and a number of active users of the predetermined service.

(Additional statement 9)

[0126] The base station according to additional statement 7 or 8, wherein the operation information on the first cell
includes, of the load on the first cell, a load arising from communication of users subscribing to a predetermined operator
and, of the active users in the first cell, a number of users subscribing to the predetermined operator.
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(Additional statement 10)

[0127] The base station according to any one of additional statements 7 to 9, wherein the operation information on
the first cell includes a probability distribution of user throughput in the first cell.

(Additional statement 11)

[0128] The base station according to any one of additional statements 7 to 10, wherein the operation information on
the first cell includes a value of maximum transmission power and a set value of reference signal transmission power
in the first cell.

(Additional statement 12)

[0129] The base station further comprising a load control section that performs control for load balancing between
base stations, wherein the another base station forms a second cell, and the communication section receives operation
information on the second cell, and the load control section, based on the operation information on the first cell and the
operation information on the second cell, performs control for load balancing between the first and second cells.

(Additional statement 13)

[0130] A communication method, comprising the step of transmitting operation information on a first cell controlled by
a first base station to a second base station through an inter-BS interface, wherein the operation information on the first
cell includes a load on the first cell and a number of active users in the first cell.

(Additional statement 14)

[0131] The communication method according to additional statement 13, wherein the operation information on the
first cell includes a load on a predetermined service in the first cell and a number of active users of the predetermined
service.

(Additional statement 15)

[0132] The communication method according to additional statement 13 or 14, wherein the operation information on
the first cell includes, of the load on the first cell, a load arising from communication of users subscribing to a predetermined
operator and, of the active users in the first cell, a number of users subscribing to the predetermined operator.

(Additional statement 16)

[0133] The communication method according to any one of additional statements 13 to 15, wherein the operation
information on the first cell includes a probability distribution of user throughput in the first cell.

(Additional statement 17)

[0134] The communication method according to any one of additional statements 13 to 17, wherein the operation
information on the first cell includes a value of maximum transmission power and a set value of reference signal trans-
mission power in the first cell.

(Additional statement 18)

[0135] The communication method according to any one of additional statements 13 to 17, wherein the second base
station forms a second cell, the method comprising the steps of: by the first base station, receiving operation information
on the second cell through the inter-BS interface; and, based on the operation information on the first cell and the
operation information on the second cell, performing control for load balancing between the first and second cells.

(Additional statement 19)

[0136] A program causing a computer to execute the step of transmitting operation information on a first cell controlled
by a first base station to a second base station through an inter-BS interface, wherein the operation information on the
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first cell includes a load on the first cell and a number of active users in the first cell.

(Additional statement 20)

[0137] The program according to additional statement 19, wherein the operation information on the first cell includes
a load on a predetermined service in the first cell and a number of active users of the predetermined service.

(Additional statement 21)

[0138] The program according to additional statement 19 or 20, wherein the operation information on the first cell
includes, of the load on the first cell, a load arising from communication of users subscribing to a predetermined operator
and, of the active users in the first cell, a number of users subscribing to the predetermined operator.

(Additional statement 22)

[0139] The program according to any one of additional statements 19 to 21, wherein the operation information on the
first cell includes a probability distribution of user throughput in the first cell.

(Additional statement 23)

[0140] The program according to any one of additional statements 19 to 22, wherein the operation information on the
first cell includes a value of maximum transmission power and a set value of reference signal transmission power in the
first cell.

(Additional statement 24)

[0141] The program according to any one of additional statements 19 to 23, wherein the second base station forms
a second cell, the program causing the computer to execute the steps of: by the first base station, receiving operation
information on the second cell through the inter-BS interface; and, based on the operation information on the first cell
and the operation information on the second cell, performing control for load balancing between the first and second cells.

(Additional statement 25)

[0142] A recording medium that is a computer-readable information recording medium, the recording medium recording
the program according to any one of additional statements 19 to 24.

[Reference Signs List]

[0143]

10, 20 Communication system
11, 12, 21, 22, 51, 52, 61, 62 Base station
13, 23, 24 Cell
14, 25 Inter-BS interface
15, 29 Communication section
26 User terminal
27 Base station-core interface
28 Core network
30 Call control section
31 Load control section
32, 53, 63 Measurement section
33 First measurement section
34 Second measurement section
54 Third measurement section
64 Fourth measurement section
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Claims

1. A communication system comprising:

a first base station controlling a first cell; and
a second base station connected to the first base station through an inter-base-station interface,
wherein the first base station transmits operation information on the first cell to the second base station through
the inter-base-station interface,
wherein the operation information on the first cell includes information about a load on the first cell and information
about a number of active users in the first cell.

2. The communication system according to claim 1, wherein the operation information on the first cell includes infor-
mation about a load on a predetermined service in the first cell and information about a number of active users of
the predetermined service.

3. The communication system according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the operation information on the first cell includes
information about, of the load on the first cell, a load arising from communication of users subscribing to a prede-
termined operator, and information about, of the active users in the first cell, a number of users subscribing to the
predetermined operator.

4. The communication system according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the operation information on the first cell
includes information about a probability distribution of user throughput in the first cell.

5. The communication system according to any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein the operation information on the first cell
includes a value of maximum transmission power and a set value of reference signal transmission power in the first
cell.

6. The communication system according to any one of claims 1 to 5,
wherein the second base station controls a second cell, and
the first base station receives operation information on the second cell through the inter-base-station interface and,
based on the operation information on the first cell and the operation information on the second cell, performs control
for load balancing between the first cell and the second cell.

7. A base station controlling a first cell, comprising:

a communication section that transmits operation information on the base station to anther base station through
an inter-base-station interface,
wherein the operation information on the first cell includes information about a load on the first cell and information
about a number of active users in the first cell.

8. A communication method comprising:

transmitting operation information on a first cell controlled by a first base station to a second base station through
an inter-base-station interface,
wherein the operation information on the first cell includes information about a load on the first cell and information
about a number of active users in the first cell.

9. A program for causing a computer to function as a first base station controlling a first cell, the program causing the
computer to implement the function of:

transmitting operation information on the first cell, which includes a load on the first cell and a number of active
users in the first cell, to a second base station through an inter-base-station interface.

10. A recording medium that is a computer-readable information recording medium, the recording medium recording
the program according to claim 9.
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