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(54) COMPUTER SYSTEM, FILE MANAGEMENT METHOD AND METADATA SERVER

(57) A computer system, comprising: a file server; a
metadata server; and a business server, the metadata
server being coupled to a storage apparatus for providing
a save area for storing at least one file that is removed
from the file server, the metadata server storing a meta-
data repository for managing metadata of a file and the
files stored in the save area, the metadata server being

configured to: store a file as a saved file in the save area,
in a case of detecting that the file stored in the file server
is to be removed; and store information indicating a lo-
cation of the file in the file server and information indicat-
ing the location of the saved file in the save area in as-
sociation with each other in the metadata repository.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] This invention relates to a file management
method for use in a computer system including a storage
apparatus, a metadata server for managing metadata of
files stored in the storage apparatus, a business server
for executing predetermined business processing, and
an analysis server for executing analytical processing on
data used by the business server.
[0002] In a computer system in which a plurality of com-
puters and a plurality of file servers corresponding to stor-
age apparatus are coupled via a network, business pro-
grams operating on the computers execute business log-
ic. The business programs include, for example, pro-
grams that autonomously operate, such as a document
management system, and interactive programs such as
a word processing program used by a user.
[0003] Business data required by the business pro-
gram to execute the logic may be stored in the file server
to flexibly perform a configuration change of a system
and management of a storage capacity.
[0004] Moreover, it is a common practice that an anal-
ysis program operating on a computer different from the
business program executes the analytical processing
such as statistical processing on the business data stored
in the file server to obtain information useful for business
management.
[0005] The business program may remove a file stored
in the file server in the course of the logic. On the other
hand, it is preferred that the analysis program obtain and
analyze all files in the computer system tracing back in
time, including the file removed from the file server, in
order to obtain more useful information.
[0006] As a method for allowing the removed file to be
read later, there is known a method using a backup sys-
tem. The backup system periodically reads data stored
in the file server and copies the data in another storage
apparatus for backup. However, the backup system
holds the same data in the file server and the storage
apparatus for backup, and hence a use efficiency of stor-
age spaces is low.
[0007] Moreover, as another method, there is known
a method using a snapshot function of the file server.
The snapshot function is used so that a plurality of states
of the file server at a time point in the past may be held
while suppressing an amount of consumption of the stor-
age spaces. However, there is a limit in the number of
snapshots that can be created, and hence, for example,
the method is not suited for an application where a file
that was present at a time point tracing back in time 5
years or more is to be obtained.
[0008] Moreover, as a method of moving a file to an-
other storage apparatus, there is known an archive sys-
tem. The archive system is a system for moving a file
that satisfies a predetermined condition (for example, file
that has not been modified for a certain period of time)

to another storage. However, the archive system deals
only with files that are present in the file system, and
cannot specify "removed files" as a condition, for exam-
ple.
[0009] Moreover, in Japanese Patent Application Laid-
open No. 2008-17049, there is disclosed a technology in
which a file removed by a user’s operation is not actually
removed but is saved in another storage space so that
the file can be restored later.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0010] However, in the technology disclosed in Japa-
nese Patent Application Laid-open No. 2008-17049,
when the removed file is restored once, the file is not
managed by the system anymore. Therefore, the object
of providing to the analysis program all files in the com-
puter system tracing back in time, including the removed
file, cannot be achieved.
[0011] This invention realizes a computer system al-
lowing all files under management of a business pro-
gram, including a removed file that was present in the
past, to be referenced from an analysis program without
creating an extra copy.
[0012] The present invention can be appreciated by
the description which follows in conjunction with the fol-
lowing figures, wherein: a computer system comprises:
a file server for managing a plurality of files; a metadata
server for managing a plurality of piece of metadata of
the plurality of files; and a business server for using the
plurality of files to execute predetermined business
processing. The file server, the metadata server, and the
business server is coupled to each other via a network.
The file server includes a first processor, a first memory
coupled to the first processor, a first network interface
coupled to the first processor, and a first storage medium
coupled to the first processor, for storing the plurality of
files. The metadata server includes a second processor,
a second memory coupled to the second processor, a
second network interface coupled to the second proces-
sor, and a second storage medium coupled to the second
processor. The business server includes a third proces-
sor, a third memory coupled to the third processor, and
a third network interface coupled to the third processor.
The metadata server is coupled to a storage apparatus
including a controller and a plurality of storage media, for
providing a save area for storing at least one file that is
removed from the file server. The second storage medi-
um stores a metadata repository for managing at least
one of the plurality of piece of metadata of the plurality
of files and at least one location of one of the plurality of
files stored in the save area. The metadata server is con-
figured to: store the one of the plurality of files as a saved
file in the save area, in a case of detecting that the one
of the plurality of files stored in the file server is to be
removed by the predetermined business processing ex-
ecuted by the business server; and store information in-
dicating a location of the one of the plurality of files in the
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file server and information indicating the location of the
saved file in the save area in association with each other
in the metadata repository.
[0013] According to this invention, the metadata server
may manage the file removed from the file server without
creating the extra copy.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram outlining processing ac-
cording to this invention,
FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
of a computer system according to a first embodi-
ment of this invention,
FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
of a metadata server according to the first embodi-
ment of this invention,
FIG. 4 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an ex-
ample of a configuration of a storage management
table according to the first embodiment of this inven-
tion,
FIG. 5 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an ex-
ample of a configuration of a name space manage-
ment table according to the first embodiment of this
invention,
FIG. 6 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an ex-
ample of a configuration of a metadata management
table according to the first embodiment of this inven-
tion,
FIG. 7 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an ex-
ample of a configuration of a saved file management
table according to the first embodiment of this inven-
tion,
FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration
of a file server according to the first embodiment of
this invention,
FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating processing executed
by a metadata management program according to
the first embodiment of this invention,
FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating processing execut-
ed by a file sharing program according to the first
embodiment of this invention,
FIGS. 11A, 11B, and 11C are flowcharts illustrating
processing executed by a file removal detection pro-
gram according to the first embodiment of this inven-
tion,
FIG. 12 is an explanatory diagram illustrating the
metadata management table after a file is moved
according to the first embodiment of this invention,
FIG. 13 is an explanatory diagram illustrating the
saved file management table after the file is moved
according to the first embodiment of this invention,
FIG. 14 is a flowchart illustrating processing execut-
ed by a inquiry processing program according to the
first embodiment of this invention,
FIGS. 15A and 15B are explanatory diagrams illus-

trating an example of a configuration of the list ac-
cording to the first embodiment of this invention,
FIG. 16 is a flowchart illustrating the analytical
processing on files executed by an analysis program
according to the first embodiment of this invention,
FIG. 17 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an ex-
ample of a configuration of a hidden file management
table according to a second embodiment of this in-
vention,
FIG. 18 is a flowchart illustrating processing execut-
ed by the file sharing program according to the sec-
ond embodiment of this invention,
FIG. 19 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an ex-
ample of a configuration of the saved file manage-
ment table according to a third embodiment of this
invention,
FIG. 20 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an ex-
ample of a configuration of the hidden file manage-
ment table according to the third embodiment of this
invention,
FIG. 21 is a flowchart illustrating processing execut-
ed by the file sharing program according to the third
embodiment of this invention,
FIG. 22 is a flowchart illustrating processing execut-
ed by the file removal detection program according
to the third embodiment of this invention,
FIGS. 23 and 24 are explanatory diagrams each il-
lustrating an example of the metadata management
table according to the third embodiment of this in-
vention,
FIG. 25 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an ex-
ample of the saved file management table according
to the third embodiment of this invention,
FIG. 26 is a flowchart illustrating processing execut-
ed by a file read proxy program according to the third
embodiment of this invention,
FIG. 27 is a flowchart illustrating the details of a res-
toration processing according to the third embodi-
ment of this invention,
FIG. 28 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an ex-
ample of a configuration of the storage management
table according to a fourth embodiment of this inven-
tion,
FIG. 29 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an ex-
ample of a configuration of the name space man-
agement table according to the fourth embodiment
of this invention,
FIG. 30 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an ex-
ample of a configuration of the metadata manage-
ment table according to the fourth embodiment of
this invention,
FIG. 31 is a flowchart illustrating processing execut-
ed by the file removal detection program according
to the fourth embodiment of this invention,
FIGS. 32A and 32B are flowcharts illustrating
processing executed by the metadata management
program according to a fifth embodiment of this in-
vention.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0015] First, this invention is outlined.
[0016] FIG. 1 is a block diagram outlining processing
according to this invention.
[0017] A computer system 500 according to this inven-
tion includes a metadata server 1, a saving storage ap-
paratus 2, a plurality of file servers 4, a plurality of busi-
ness servers 5, and a plurality of analysis servers 6.
[0018] The business server 5 is a computer for exe-
cuting a predetermined business task, and a business
program 51 operates thereon. The business program 51
executes the predetermined business task using files
stored in the file servers 4.
[0019] In an example illustrated in FIG. 1, the business
program 51 executes the predetermined business task
using a file 1000-1 having a path name of "/A/a.doc" and
a file 1000-2 having a path name of "/A/c.doc". When not
distinguished, the files are hereinafter referred to as files
1000.
[0020] The analysis server 6 is a computer for analyz-
ing the files 1000, and an analysis program 61 operates
thereon. The analysis program 61 reads the files 1000-1
and 1000-2 used by the business program 51 and exe-
cutes analytical processing such as statistical process-
ing.
[0021] The metadata server 1 is a computer for man-
aging a plurality of piece of metadata of the files stored
in the plurality of file servers 4. The metadata server 1
according to this embodiment has a feature in that meta-
data on a file that has been removed from the file servers
4 is also managed.
[0022] The metadata as used herein refers to a set of
attribute values set to a file. For example, the metadata
includes an owner of the file, an owner group of the file,
access control information, a creation date of the file, a
modified date of the file, a metadata modification date of
the file, a size of the file, and other user-defined attribute
values.
[0023] The metadata server 1 manages a metadata
repository in which the plurality of piece of metadata of
the files is stored. The metadata repository includes a
field for identifying a file stored in the file server 4, a field
for identifying a file stored in the saving storage apparatus
2, and a field indicating a status of the file.
[0024] The field for identifying the file stored in the file
server 4 includes a path name and a storage name. The
field for identifying the file stored in the saving storage
apparatus 2 includes a path name and a storage name.
Moreover, the field indicating the status of the file stores
information indicating whether or not the file is present
in the file server 4.
[0025] Next, processing executed in a case where the
business program 51 removes the file 1000-1 is outlined.
[0026] The business program 51 transmits to the file
server 4 having an identification name of "FS1" a request
to remove the file 1000-1 (Step S1001).

[0027] In a case of detecting the request to remove the
file, the file server 4 suspends the removal of the file
1000-1 and notifies the metadata server 1 that the re-
quest to remove the file 1000-1 has been received (Step
S1002).
[0028] In a case of receiving the notification from the
file server 4 (Step S1003), the metadata server 1 updates
a record corresponding to the file 1000-1 stored in a meta-
data repository 150 (Step S1004). To be specific, in the
field indicating the status of the file, "removed" is stored
to indicate that the file 1000-1 is to be removed.
[0029] Next, the metadata server 1 moves the file
1000-1 to the saving storage apparatus 2 (Step S1005).
To be specific, the metadata server 1 obtains the file
1000-1 from the file server 4 and stores the file 1000-1
as a file 1008 in a file system 22 of the saving storage
apparatus 2.
[0030] In the example illustrated in FIG. 1, the file 1008
is stored under a path name of "r/FS1/A/a.doc". It should
be noted that path names in the saving storage apparatus
2 are set so as not to overlap.
[0031] Next, the metadata server 1 instructs the file
server 4 to remove the file 1000-1 (Step S1006). In a
case of receiving the instruction, the file server 4 removes
the file 1000-1 and responds to the business program 51
with a completion of the removal of the file 1000-1.
[0032] Finally, the metadata server 1 updates the
record corresponding to the metadata of the file 1000-1
in the metadata repository 150 (Step S1007). To be spe-
cific, in the field for identifying the file stored in the saving
storage apparatus 2, the path name "r/FS1/A/a.doc" of
the file 1008 and an identification name "S1" of the saving
storage apparatus 2, in which the file 1008 is stored, are
stored.
[0033] FIG. 1 illustrates a change in the metadata re-
pository 150 before and after the removal of the file
1000-1.
[0034] Next, analytical processing in which the analy-
sis program 61 analyzes files at present and in the past
is outlined. A description is given here of the analytical
processing after the file 1000-1 is removed from the file
server 4 by the business program 51 and the file 1000-1
is moved to the saving storage apparatus 2.
[0035] The analysis program 61 inquires of the meta-
data server 1 about all files including the files that are
currently stored and the files that were present in the past
(Step S1011). To be specific, the analysis program 61
requests a list of all the files from the metadata server 1.
[0036] The metadata server 1 generates the list based
on the metadata repository 150 and responds to the anal-
ysis program 61 with the generated list (Step S1012).
[0037] It should be noted that the list includes a plurality
of entries including information for identifying the files.
The entry includes fields indicating the path name of the
file, an identification name of a stored storage apparatus,
the metadata of the file in the file server 4, and a status
of the file.
[0038] The entry of the file 1000-1 removed from the
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file server 4 further includes the saved path name of the
file and the identification name of the saving storage ap-
paratus 2. Moreover, the field indicating the status of the
file of the entry stores information indicating that the file
has been removed.
[0039] The analysis program 61 identifies locations of
the files based on the list obtained from the metadata
server 1.
[0040] In the example illustrated in FIG. 1, the analysis
program 61 finds that two files having the path names of
"/A/a.doc" and "/A/c.doc" have been present in the file
server 4. Further, the analysis program 61 finds that, of
the above-mentioned files, the file having the path name
of "/A/a.doc" has been removed from the file server 4 and
stored as the file 1008 having the path name of
"r/FS1/A/a.doc" in the saving storage apparatus 2 having
the identification name of "S1".
[0041] The analysis program 61 refers to the list to ob-
tain all the files required for the analytical processing
(Steps S1013 and S1014). In other words, the analysis
program 61 obtains from the file server 4 the file 1000-2
stored in the file server 4 and obtains from the saving
storage apparatus 2 the file 1008 corresponding to the
file 1000-1 that has been removed from the file server 4.
[0042] As described above, the metadata server 1 may
manage files that have been removed by the business
program 51 during the execution of the business task so
as to be analyzable by the analysis program 61.
[0043] In this manner, according to this invention, in a
case where a file is to be removed from the file server 4,
the file is moved to the saving storage apparatus 2 before
being removed from the file server 4, and hence an un-
necessary copy of the file is not created.
[0044] A file that is removed from the file server 4 and
may be inquired of the metadata server 1 to obtain its
content as with the file 1000-1 is hereinafter referred to
as a removed file. Moreover, a copy of the removed file
stored in the saving storage apparatus is referred to as
a saved file. Moreover, the file that is to be removed and
has been stored in the file server 4 before becoming the
removed file is referred to as an original file. Moreover,
a file that is stored in the file server 4 and has not been
removed is referred to as a normal file.

[First embodiment]

[0045] FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration of the computer system 500 according to a first
embodiment of this invention.
[0046] The computer system 500 includes the meta-
data server 1, the saving storage apparatus 2, a backup
storage apparatus 3, the plurality of file servers 4, the
plurality of business servers 5, the plurality of analysis
servers 6, and a network 7.
[0047] The metadata server 1, the saving storage ap-
paratus 2, the backup storage apparatus 3, the file serv-
ers 4, the business servers 5, and the analysis servers
6 may communicate with each other via the network 7.

It should be noted that the network 7 may be constituted
by using a local area network (LAN), a wide area network
(WAN), the Internet, or the like. This invention is not lim-
ited to a coupling system of the network 7.
[0048] The metadata server 1 is a computer for man-
aging the metadata. It should be noted that the metadata
server 1 may be a virtual machine generated by using a
virtualization technology.
[0049] The metadata server 1 includes a metadata
server program 110 and the metadata repository 150.
The other components are described later.
[0050] The saving storage apparatus 2 is a storage
apparatus for storing various files.
[0051] The storage apparatus as used herein refers to
an apparatus that includes a controller (not shown), a
network interface (not shown), and one or more storage
media (not shown) and is capable of providing storage
spaces of the storage media to a computer. The storage
apparatus may use a plurality of storage media to con-
stitute a redundant array of inexpensive disks (RAID),
and further may use a physical storage space to generate
a plurality of logical storage spaces. Moreover, the stor-
age apparatus may construct a different file system for
each of the logical storage spaces.
[0052] The saving storage apparatus 2 includes a file
sharing program 21 and the file system 22. The file shar-
ing program 21 stores a file in the file system 22 and
reads the file from the file system 22 in accordance with
a file access request received from the metadata server
1 via the network 7. The other components are described
later.
[0053] The backup storage apparatus 3 is a storage
apparatus for storing various files. It should be noted,
however, that the backup storage apparatus 3 is used
especially for the purpose of backing up the files. The
backup storage apparatus 3 includes a backup program
31 and a file system 32. The other components are de-
scribed later.
[0054] The file server 4 is a computer for storing various
files and managing the files. In particular, the file server
4 stores files required by the business program 51 to
execute business processing. The file server 4 includes
a file sharing program 411 and a file system 452. The
other components are described later.
[0055] It should be noted that on the computer, the file
server 4 is also recognized as a type of storage appara-
tus.
[0056] The business server 5 is a computer for exe-
cuting a program required to realize the business
processing. It should be noted that the business server
5 may be a virtual machine generated by using the vir-
tualization technology.
[0057] The business server 5 includes the business
program 51. The business program 51 is a program for
performing specified business processing, and obtains
data required for the business processing from the file
server 4 to execute the predetermined business process-
ing. The other components are described later.
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[0058] The analysis server 6 is a computer for execut-
ing a program required to realize the analytical process-
ing. It should be noted that the analysis server 6 may be
a virtual machine generated by using the virtualization
technology.
[0059] The analysis server 6 includes the analysis pro-
gram 61. The analysis program 61 reads a file stored in
the file server 4 and used by the business program 51
for the business processing, and uses the read file to
execute the analytical processing.
[0060] FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration of the metadata server 1 according to the first em-
bodiment of this invention.
[0061] The metadata server 1 includes a memory 11,
a processor 12, a network interface 13, and a local stor-
age 15, and the components are connected to each other
via an internal bus 16.
[0062] The processor 12 executes programs stored in
the memory 11. The processor 12 executes the programs
so that functions of the metadata server 1 may be real-
ized.
[0063] The memory 11 stores the metadata server pro-
gram 110. The metadata server program 110 is a pro-
gram for realizing the functions of the metadata server
1, and includes a plurality of subprograms.
[0064] To be specific, the metadata server program
110 includes an inquiry processing program 111, a meta-
data management program 112, a file removal detection
program 113, a file save program 114, and a file read
proxy program 115.
[0065] The inquiry processing program 111 is a pro-
gram for executing processing on inquiries from the file
server 4 and the analysis server 6. The metadata man-
agement program 112 is a program for managing the
metadata.
[0066] The file removal detection program 113 is a pro-
gram for detecting that a file is to be removed from the
file server 4. The file save program 114 is a program for
copying the file to the saving storage apparatus 2. The
file read proxy program 115 is a program for reading the
file from the saving storage apparatus 2.
[0067] Each of the above-mentioned subprograms
may be executed as an independent process or as a
partial program such as a library constituting the meta-
data server program 110. It should be noted that details
of the processing executed by the subprograms are de-
scribed later with reference to the figures.
[0068] Moreover, the memory 11 also stores a list 116
generated when an inquiry from the analysis server 6 is
received. The list 116 stores information required to ob-
tain files from the file server 4 or the saving storage ap-
paratus 2.
[0069] The local storage 15 is a storage medium of the
metadata server 1, and may include a hard disk drive
(HDD), a solid state drive (SSD), and a non-volatile mem-
ory (NVRAM).
[0070] The local storage 15 stores the metadata re-
pository 150. It should be noted that the metadata repos-

itory 150 may be stored in the memory 11 or in a storage
apparatus coupled to the metadata server 1.
[0071] The metadata repository 150 includes a storage
management table 151, a name space management ta-
ble 152, a metadata management table 153, and a saved
file management table 154. In the following, configura-
tions of the tables are described.
[0072] FIG. 4 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an
example of a configuration of the storage management
table 151 according to the first embodiment of this inven-
tion.
[0073] The storage management table 151 stores in-
formation on storage apparatus managed by the meta-
data server 1. To be specific, the storage management
table 151 includes one or more records, and each of the
records includes a storage ID 1511, a storage name
1512, a type 1513, and an IP address 1514.
[0074] Each record of the storage management table
151 corresponds to one storage apparatus managed by
the metadata server 1.
[0075] The storage ID 1511 stores an identifier used
by the metadata server 1 to uniquely identify the storage
apparatus. The storage name 1512 stores an identifica-
tion name set to the storage apparatus in the computer
system 500.
[0076] The type 1513 stores a type of usage of the
storage apparatus. For example, "file server" is stored in
a case where the storage apparatus is the file server 4,
and "archive storage" is stored in a case of a storage
apparatus for storing archive files.
[0077] The IP address 1514 stores an IP address as-
signed to the storage apparatus.
[0078] In the example illustrated in FIG. 4, the first
record stores information on a file server 4 having the
storage ID 1511 of "s1000", the storage name 1512 of
"FS1", the type 1513 of "file server", and the IP address
1514 of "192.168.10.100".
[0079] Similarly, the second record stores information
on a file server 4, and the third record stores information
on a saving storage apparatus 2.
[0080] FIG. 5 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an
example of a configuration of the name space manage-
ment table 152 according to the first embodiment of this
invention.
[0081] The name space management table 152 stores
information on name spaces in the storage apparatus
managed by the metadata server 1. The name space as
used herein is a logical unit for identifying a storage space
in which the file is stored. In the case of the file server 4,
a name such as a share name or a public name is known
to correspond to the name space. Moreover, a similar
concept is also known for the case of the saving storage
apparatus 2.
[0082] The name space management table 152 in-
cludes one or more records, and each of the records
includes a name space ID 1521, a name space name
1522, a storage ID 1523, a capacity 1524, a protocol
1525, a used volume 1526, and a usage 1527.
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[0083] Each record of the name space management
table 152 corresponds to a name space in the file server
4 or the saving storage apparatus 2.
[0084] The name space ID 1521 stores an identifier
used by the metadata server 1 to uniquely identify the
name space. The name space name 1522 stores a name
used by the storage apparatus to uniquely identify the
name space.
[0085] The storage ID 1523 stores an identifier of a
storage apparatus providing a logical storage space cor-
responding to the name space. It should be noted that
the storage ID 1523 is the same as the storage ID 1511.
[0086] The capacity 1524 stores a capacity of the log-
ical storage space corresponding to the name space. The
protocol 1525 stores a protocol used to access the logical
storage space corresponding to the name space. The
used volume 1526 stores a used volume of the logical
storage space corresponding to the name space.
[0087] The usage 1527 stores a usage of the logical
storage space corresponding to the name space. For ex-
ample, "primary" is stored in a case of a logical storage
space used by the business program 51. Moreover,
"saved" is stored in a case of a logical storage space
storing saved files.
[0088] In the example illustrated in FIG. 5, the first and
second records store information on name spaces on the
file server 4 having the storage ID 1523 of "s1000".
[0089] The first record stores "n1001" in the name
space ID 1521, "share1" in the name space name 1522,
"s1000" in the storage ID 1523, "20 TB" in the capacity
1524, "nfs" in the protocol 1525, "5 TB" in the used volume
1526, and "primary" in the usage 1527.
[0090] Similarly, the second record stores information
on a name space having the name space name 1522 or
a share name of "share2". Moreover, the third record
stores information on a name space of another file server
4 having the name space name 1522 or a share name
of "share3". Moreover, the fourth record stores informa-
tion on a name space of a saving storage apparatus 2
having the name space name 1522 of "r".
[0091] FIG. 6 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an
example of a configuration of the metadata management
table 153 according to the first embodiment of this inven-
tion.
[0092] The metadata management table 153 stores in-
formation indicating locations of files and metadata. To
be specific, the metadata management table 153 in-
cludes one or more records, and each of the records
includes a metadata ID 1531, a path 1532, a name space
ID 1533, original metadata 1534, and a file status 1535.
[0093] Each record of the metadata management table
153 corresponds to a file stored in the file server 4 or a
removed file.
[0094] The metadata ID 1531 stores an identifier for
identifying the metadata. The path 1532 stores a path
name indicating a location at which the file is stored.
[0095] The name space ID 1533 stores an identifier for
identifying a name space of a logical storage space in

which the file is stored. The name space ID 1533 is the
same as the name space ID 1521.
[0096] The original metadata 1534 stores metadata
(not shown) in the file server 4.
[0097] The file status 1535 stores information indicat-
ing whether or not the file is present in the file server 4.
To be specific, "present" is stored in a case where the
file is present in the file server 4, and "removed" is stored
in a case where the file is not present in the file server 4.
[0098] A record having "present" stored in the file sta-
tus 1535 indicates that a file corresponding to the record
is stored at the location indicated by the path 1532 and
the name space ID 1533.
[0099] On the other hand, a record having "removed"
stored in the file status 1535 indicates that a file corre-
sponding to the record is not currently stored at the lo-
cation indicated by the path 1532 and the name space
ID 1533, and is currently a removed file.
[0100] The metadata of the file is managed by the file
server 4 for each of the files, and the metadata server 1
may obtain the metadata from the file server 4 through
an application programming interface (API) provided for
each type of name space.
[0101] In the example illustrated in FIG. 6, the meta-
data management table 153 stores three records. It
should be noted that the number of records is merely an
example and is not intended to limit this invention. In other
words, the metadata management table 153 stores
records corresponding to the metadata of all the files
managed by the metadata server 1.
[0102] The first record represents metadata corre-
sponding to the file "/share1/a.doc" stored in the name
space "share1" of the file server 4, and stores "100" in
the metadata ID 1531.
[0103] The first record stores in the path 1532
"/share1/a.doc", which is a path name of the correspond-
ing file, and stores in the name space ID 1533 "n1001",
which is an identifier of the name space "share1". More-
over, the first record stores in the original metadata 1534
the metadata of the corresponding file in the file server
4, which is not shown here. Further, the first record stores
"present" in the file status 1535.
[0104] The second record represents metadata corre-
sponding to the file "/share1/b.doc" stored in the name
space "share1" of the file server 4, and stores "110" in
the metadata ID 1531. Moreover, the second record
stores "removed" in the file status 1535. Therefore, the
second record represents that the file "/ share 1/b.doc"
is not currently stored at the location indicated by the
path 1532 and the name space ID 1533, and is a removed
file.
[0105] The third record represents metadata corre-
sponding to the file "/share1/c.doc" stored in the name
space "share1" of the file server 4, and stores "120" in
the metadata ID 1531.
[0106] FIG. 7 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an
example of a configuration of the saved file management
table 154 according to the first embodiment of this inven-
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tion.
[0107] The saved file management table 154 stores
information on locations (save destinations) of saved
files. To be specific, the saved file management table
154 includes one or more records, and each of the
records includes a metadata ID 1541, a saved path 1542,
and a saved name space ID 1543.
[0108] Each record of the saved file management table
154 corresponds to a saved file stored in the saving stor-
age apparatus 2.
[0109] It should be noted that the metadata server 1
updates the saved file management table 154, in a case
of detecting a file is to be removed from the file server 4,
and being moved the file to the saving storage apparatus
2.
[0110] The metadata ID 1541 stores an identifier for
identifying the metadata. The metadata ID 1541 is the
same as the metadata ID 1531.
[0111] The saved path 1542 stores the path name in-
dicating the location at which the saved file is stored. The
saved name space ID 1543 stores an identifier for iden-
tifying a name space in which the saved file is stored.
[0112] In the example illustrated in FIG. 7, the first
record stores information on a saved file corresponding
to the file "/share 1/b.doc" in FIG. 6.
[0113] The metadata ID 1541 stores the identifier "110"
of the metadata corresponding to the file "/share1/b.doc".
Moreover, the saved path 1542 stores a path name
"/r/FS1/share1/b.doc" of a location of the saved file cor-
responding to the file "/share1/b.doc". Further, the saved
name space ID 1543 stores an identifier "n3001" of a
name space in which the saved file "/r/FS1/share1/b.doc"
is stored.
[0114] Next, a configuration of the file server 4 is de-
scribed.
[0115] FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating the config-
uration of the file server 4 according to the first embodi-
ment of this invention.
[0116] The file server 4 includes a memory 41, a proc-
essor 42, a network interface 43, and a storage interface
44, and is coupled to a storage apparatus 45.
[0117] The processor 42 executes programs stored in
the memory 41. The processor 42 executes the programs
so that functions of the file server 4 may be realized.
[0118] The memory 41 stores the file sharing program
411, a file system program 412, and a storage input/out-
put program 413.
[0119] The file sharing program 411 is a program for
providing a function for the business program 51, the
analysis program 61, and the metadata server program
110 to access a file stored in the storage apparatus 45
via the network 7.
[0120] The file system program 412 is a program for
configuring the file system for storing the file in the stor-
age apparatus 45 and managing input/output of the file.
[0121] The storage input/output program 413 is a pro-
gram for managing read processing and write processing
of data with respect to the storage apparatus 45.

[0122] The processor 42 executes the above-men-
tioned programs so that the file server 4 realizes a file
sharing function via the network 7.
[0123] The storage apparatus 45 generates a storage
volume 451 therein. The storage volume 451 is consti-
tuted of a storage space of a storage medium such as a
hard disk drive, a solid state drive, or a non-volatile mem-
ory of the storage apparatus 45.
[0124] The storage volume 451 includes two name
spaces 452-1 and 452-2. "share1" is set as an identifi-
cation name to the name space 452-1, and "share1" is
set as an identification name to the name space 452-2.
[0125] The name spaces 452-1 and 452-2 include data
areas 453-1 and 453-2 and hidden file storage areas
454-1 and 454-2, respectively.
[0126] The data areas 453-1 and 453-2 are areas for
storing files that can be referenced by the business pro-
gram 51. The hidden file storage areas 454-1 and 454-2
are areas for temporarily storing files removed by the
business program 51.
[0127] The files stored in the hidden file storage areas
454-1 and 454-2 are treated as files that are not present
by the business program 51. In other words, the business
program 51 cannot recognize the files stored in the hid-
den file storage areas 454-1 and 454-2.
[0128] The data areas 453-1 and 453-2 and the hidden
file storage areas 454-1 and 454-2 may be included in
different storage volumes 451, or may each be one di-
rectory in a single file system tree. Moreover, the name
spaces 452-1 and 452-2 may be included in different stor-
age volumes 451, or may each be one directory in a single
file system tree.
[0129] In this embodiment, the two name spaces are
defined in the storage volume 451. However, this inven-
tion is not limited thereto, and two or more name spaces
may be defined.
[0130] When not distinguished, the data areas 453-1
and 453-2 are hereinafter represented as data areas 453.
Moreover, when not distinguished, the hidden file storage
areas 454-1 and 454-2 are represented as hidden file
storage areas 454.
[0131] FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating processing ex-
ecuted by the metadata management program 112 ac-
cording to the first embodiment of this invention.
[0132] The metadata management program 112 exe-
cutes this processing periodically or in accordance with
a user’s request in order to update the metadata repos-
itory 150.
[0133] In a case where the processing is started (Step
S8000), the metadata management program 112 refers
to the name space management table 152 to select one
name space to be processed (Step S8001).
[0134] Next, the metadata management program 112
selects one file to be processed from among files stored
in the selected name space (Step S8002).
[0135] It should be noted that as a method of selecting
the file, a method of following a file system tree in the
name space in order from the upper directory may be
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contemplated.
[0136] The metadata management program 112 ob-
tains metadata of the file to be processed from the file
server 4 (Step S8003).
[0137] The metadata management program 112 up-
dates the metadata management table 153 based on the
obtained metadata (Step S8004). To be specific, the fol-
lowing processing is executed.
[0138] The metadata management program 112 de-
termines whether or not a record corresponding to the
selected file is registered. To be specific, the metadata
management program 112 determines whether or not
there is a record having the path 1532 and the name
space ID 1533 that match the identifier of the name space
to be processed and the path name of the file to be proc-
essed.
[0139] It should be noted that a method of determining
whether or not the obtained metadata and the original
metadata match may be employed. For example, an i-
node number, which is identification information of the
file in the file server 4, may be used.
[0140] In a case where it is determined that the record
corresponding to the selected file is not registered, the
metadata management program 112 registers a new
record with the metadata management table 153. At this
time, the metadata management program 112 generates
an identifier for uniquely identifying the metadata and
stores the generated identifier in the metadata ID 1531.
[0141] Further, the metadata management program
112 stores in the path 1532 the path name of the file to
be processed in the selected name space, and stores
the identifier of the selected name space in the name
space ID 1533. The metadata management program 112
also stores the obtained metadata in the original meta-
data 1534, and stores "present" in the file status 1535.
[0142] On the other hand, in a case where the record
corresponding to the selected file is registered, the meta-
data management program 112 stores the obtained
metadata in the original metadata 1534 of the existing
record.
[0143] The metadata management program 112 de-
termines whether or not the processing is complete for
all the files stored in the name space to be processed
(Step S8005).
[0144] In a case where it is determined that the
processing is not complete for all the files stored in the
name space to be processed, the metadata management
program 112 returns to Step S8002 and executes similar
processing (Steps S8002 to S8005).
[0145] In a case where it is determined that the
processing is complete for all the files stored in the name
space to be processed, the metadata management pro-
gram 112 determines whether or not the processing is
complete for all the name spaces under its management
(Step S8006).
[0146] In a case where it is determined that the
processing is not complete for all the name spaces under
its management, the metadata management program

112 returns to Step S8001 and executes similar process-
ing (Steps S8001 to S8006).
[0147] In a case where it is determined that the
processing is complete for all the name spaces under its
management, the metadata management program 112
ends the processing (Step S8007).
[0148] FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating processing ex-
ecuted by the file sharing program 411 according to the
first embodiment of this invention.
[0149] The file server 4 executes the following process-
ing, in a case where an access request to a file is received
from the business program 51 or another program.
[0150] In a case where the processing is started (Step
S8100), the file sharing program 411 receives an access
request to a predetermined file from the business pro-
gram 51 or another program via the network 7 (Step
S8101).
[0151] The file sharing program 411 determines
whether or not the received access request is a request
to remove the file (Step S8102).
[0152] In a case where it is determined that the re-
ceived access request is not the request to remove the
file, the file sharing program 411 instructs the file system
program 412 to execute processing in accordance with
the received access request (Step S8105). Thereafter,
the file sharing program 411 transmits a response to the
program that has transmitted the access request, and
ends the processing (Step S8106).
[0153] In a case where it is determined that the re-
ceived access request is the request to remove the file,
the file sharing program 411 notifies the file removal de-
tection program 113 of the metadata server 1 that the
access request including the request to remove the file
has been received (Step S8103).
[0154] The notification that the access request that re-
quests the removal of the file has been received is here-
inafter represented as a removal notification. Moreover,
the file requested for removal by the business program
51 or another program is referred to as a file to be re-
moved. The file to be removed is moved to the saving
storage apparatus 2 by the metadata server 1 in the end.
In a case where the file to be removed is moved to the
saving storage apparatus 2 and "removed" is stored in
the file status 1535 of the metadata management table
153, the file becomes a removed file.
[0155] It should be noted that the removal notification
includes information such as the path name of the file to
be removed, a name space in which the file to be removed
is stored, the identification name of the file server, and
metadata of the file to be removed.
[0156] In a case of receiving a response to the removal
notification from the file removal detection program 113,
the file sharing program 411 executes processing on the
file to be removed in accordance with the response (Step
S8104). It should be noted that the response transmitted
from the file removal detection program 113 includes an
instruction from the file save program 114. To be specific,
the following processing is executed.
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[0157] In a case where the received response includes
an instruction to hide the file to be removed, the file shar-
ing program 411 moves the file to be removed to the
hidden file storage area 454. This disables the business
program 51 from accessing the file to be removed. In
other words, the file is recognized by the business pro-
gram 51 as having been removed.
[0158] Moreover, in a case where the received re-
sponse includes an instruction to remove the file to be
removed, the file sharing program 411 removes the file
to be removed.
[0159] It should be noted that the file sharing program
411 outputs the instructions to the file system program
412 to realize the moving processing and the removal
processing of the file to be removed.
[0160] Hereinafter, the file to be removed stored in the
hidden file storage area 454 is referred to as a hidden file.
[0161] In a case where the processing on the file to be
removed is finished, the file sharing program 411 ends
the processing (Step S8106).
[0162] In this embodiment, the file sharing program
411 executes the processing, but the processing may be
executed by another program such as the file system
program 412.
[0163] FIGS. 11A, 11B, and 11C are flowcharts illus-
trating processing executed by the file removal detection
program 113 according to the first embodiment of this
invention.
[0164] In a case where the processing is started (Step
S8200), the file removal detection program 113 detects
that a file is to be removed from the file server 4 (Step
S8201). The file removal detection program 113 recog-
nizes the file as a file to be removed.
[0165] In this embodiment, the file removal detection
program 113 may detect that the file is to be removed
from the file server 4 by receiving the removal notification
from the file sharing program 411 (see Step S8103). It
should be noted that the notification includes the path
name of the file to be removed, the name space name,
the metadata, and the like.
[0166] The file removal detection program 113 updates
a record corresponding to the file to be removed of the
metadata management table 153 (Step S8202).
[0167] To be specific, the file removal detection pro-
gram 113 refers to the metadata management table 153
based on the information included in the received remov-
al notification to identify the record corresponding to the
file to be removed, and stores "removed" in the file status
1535 of the record.
[0168] The file removal detection program 113 exe-
cutes file hiding processing on the file to be removed for
the file server 4 (Step S8203). In the file hiding process-
ing, the following processing is executed.
[0169] First, the file removal detection program 113 in-
structs the file server 4 that has transmitted the removal
notification to execute the hiding processing on the file
to be removed (Step S8204).
[0170] Receiving the instruction to execute the hiding

processing, the file sharing program 411 of the file server
4 moves the file to be removed to the hidden file storage
area 454. As a result, the removed file is treated as a
hidden file. It should be noted that a path name of the
hidden file may be automatically determined by the file
sharing program 411 or the file system program 412, or
may be automatically determined by the file removal de-
tection program 113.
[0171] Next, the file removal detection program 113
updates the saved file management table 154 (Step
S8205). To be specific, the following processing is exe-
cuted.
[0172] The file removal detection program 113 adds a
new record to the saved file management table 154, and
stores the metadata ID 1531 of the record corresponding
to the file to be removed in the metadata ID 1541 of the
record. The file removal detection program 113 stores
the path name of the hidden file in the saved path 1542,
and stores in the saved name space ID 1543 an identifier
of a name space in which the hidden file is stored.
[0173] This concludes the description of the hiding
processing on the file to be removed.
[0174] Next, the file removal detection program 113
executes the save processing on the hidden file (Step
S8206), and ends the processing (Step S8210). In the
save processing on the hidden file, the following process-
ing is executed.
[0175] First, the file removal detection program 113
calls the file save program 114, and instructs the file save
program 114 to execute the save processing on the hid-
den file.
[0176] In a case of receiving the instruction to execute
the save processing, the file save program 114 copies
the hidden file in the name space on the saving storage
apparatus 2 (Step S8207). The copied file becomes a
saved file. At this time, as the path name of the saved
file, a path name that is unique in the name space in
which the saved file is stored is determined.
[0177] The file save program 114 provides a notifica-
tion of completion of the save processing on the hidden
file along with the information on the saved file.
[0178] Next, the file removal detection program 113
updates the saved file management table 154 based on
the information included in the received completion no-
tification (Step S8208). To be specific, the file removal
detection program 113 stores the path name of the saved
file in the saved path 1542 of the record added in Step
S8205, and stores in the saved name space ID 1543 an
identifier of a name space in which the saved file is stored.
[0179] Next, the file removal detection program 113
instructs the file server 4 to remove the hidden file (Step
S8209). In a case of receiving the instruction, the file
server 4 removes the hidden file from the name space
corresponding to the hidden file storage area 454.
[0180] It should be noted that the file server 4 may pe-
riodically inquire of the metadata server 1 whether or not
there is a file to be removed. In this case, the file removal
detection program 113 may not provide the instruction
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to remove the hidden file.
[0181] FIG. 12 is an explanatory diagram illustrating
the metadata management table 153 after the file is
moved according to the first embodiment of this inven-
tion. FIG. 13 is an explanatory diagram illustrating the
saved file management table 154 after the file is moved
according to the first embodiment of this invention.
[0182] A description is given here as an example of a
case where the file "share1/a.doc" stored in the name
space "share1" of the file server 4 has been moved to
the saving storage apparatus 2.
[0183] When FIGS. 6 and 12 are compared, it can be
seen that the file status 1535 of the first record corre-
sponding to the file "share1/a.doc" has been changed
from "present" to "removed". This means that the file
"share1/a.doc" has become the removed file.
[0184] Moreover, when FIGS. 7 and 13 are compared,
it can be seen that the second record is newly added to
the saved file management table 154. The second record
stores "100" in the metadata ID 1541. Therefore, it can
be seen that the second record is a record storing infor-
mation on the file for which the identifier of the metadata
is "100", that is, a saved file corresponding to the file
"share1/a.doc".
[0185] Moreover, referring to the saved path 1542 and
the saved name space ID 1543, it can be seen that the
path name of the saved file corresponding to the file
"share1/a.doc" is "r/FS1/share1/a.doc", and that the
name space is identified by the saved name space ID
1543 of "n3001", that is, the name space "r" of the saving
storage apparatus 2.
[0186] FIG. 14 is a flowchart illustrating processing ex-
ecuted by the inquiry processing program 111 according
to the first embodiment of this invention.
[0187] The inquiry processing program 111 executes
processing, in a case where requested by the analysis
program 61 to output a list of the files managed by the
metadata server 1.
[0188] In a case where the processing is started (Step
S8300), the inquiry processing program 111 receives an
inquiry about the files from the analysis program 61 (Step
S8301).
[0189] The inquiry may include conditions on the files
to be output. The conditions may include, for example,
files including a particular character string in the path
name, files modified in a particular period of time, files of
a particular owner, files to which a particular access right
is set, files stored in a particular file server or name space,
files that were stored in the particular file server or name
space, or the like. Moreover, conditions on the removed
file may be specified, such as being a removed file, not
being a removed file, both of removed files and files that
are not removed files. Further, a logical disjunction or a
logical conjunction of sets of the files satisfying the above-
mentioned conditions may also be specified.
[0190] The inquiry processing program 111 refers to
the metadata repository 150 to generate the list 116 of
the files satisfying the specified conditions on the memory

11 (Step S8302). To be specific, the inquiry processing
program 111 refers to the storage management table
151, the name space management table 152, and the
metadata management table 153 to generate the list 116.
[0191] FIGS. 15A and 15B are explanatory diagrams
illustrating an example of a configuration of the list 116
according to the first embodiment of this invention.
[0192] The list 116 stores information on the files man-
aged by the metadata server 1. To be specific, the list
116 includes a metadata ID 1161, a path 1162, original
metadata 1163, a storage ID 1164, an IP address 1165,
a name space ID 1166, a file status 1167, and save des-
tination information 1168.
[0193] The metadata ID 1161 stores an identifier for
identifying metadata. The metadata ID 1161 is the same
as the metadata ID 1531.
[0194] The path 1162 stores a path indicating the lo-
cation at which the file is stored. The path 1162 is the
same as the path 1532.
[0195] The original metadata 1163 stores the metada-
ta of the file. The original metadata 1163 is the same as
the original metadata 1153.
[0196] The storage ID 1164 stores an identifier of a
storage apparatus in which the file is stored. The storage
ID 1164 is the same as the storage ID 1511.
[0197] The IP address 1165 stores an assigned IP ad-
dress of the storage apparatus. The IP address 1165 is
the same as the IP address 1514.
[0198] The name space ID 1166 stores an identifier
used by the metadata server 1 to uniquely identify a name
space. The name space ID 1166 is the same as the name
space ID 1521.
[0199] The file status 1167 stores information indicat-
ing whether or not the file is present in the file server 4.
The file status 1167 is the same as the file status 1535.
[0200] The save destination information 1168 stores
information on a saved file. It should be noted that the
save destination information 1168 does not store the in-
formation, in a case where the file is not a saved file.
[0201] The save destination information 1168 includes
a saved path 11681, a storage ID 11682, an IP address
11683, and a saved name space ID 11684.
[0202] The saved path 11681 stores a path indicating
the location at which the saved file is stored. The saved
path 11681 is the same as the saved path 1542.
[0203] The storage ID 11682 stores an identifier of the
storage apparatus in which the saved file is stored. The
storage ID 11682 is the same as the storage ID 1511.
[0204] The IP address 11683 stores an assigned IP
address of the storage apparatus in which the saved file
is stored. The IP address 11683 is the same as the IP
address 1514.
[0205] The saved name space ID 11684 stores an
identifier for identifying the name space in which the
saved file is stored. The saved name space ID 11684 is
the same as the saved name space ID 1543.
[0206] In Step S8302, information is stored in the meta-
data ID 1161, the path 1162, the original metadata 1163,
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the storage ID 1164, the IP address 1165, the name
space ID 1166, and the file status 1167.
[0207] This concludes the description of the list 116.
The description returns to FIG. 14.
[0208] The inquiry processing program 111 selects
one entry corresponding to the removed file from the gen-
erated list (Step S8303). To be specific, the inquiry
processing program 111 selects an entry storing "re-
moved" in the file status 1167. It should be noted that a
method of selecting an entry in order from the top may
be contemplated, in a case where there are a plurality of
entries corresponding to removed files.
[0209] The inquiry processing program 111 refers to
the saved file management table 154 to obtain informa-
tion on a save destination of the removed file correspond-
ing to the selected entry (Step S8304).
[0210] To be specific, the inquiry processing program
111 identifies a record that matches the metadata ID
1161 of the selected entry from the saved file manage-
ment table 154.
[0211] The inquiry processing program 111 obtains the
saved path 1542 and the saved name space ID 1543
from the identified record. Further, the inquiry processing
program 111 uses the saved name space ID 1543 to
obtain from the storage management table 151 and the
name space management table 152 the identification
name, the IP address, and the identification name of the
name space of the saving storage apparatus 2 in which
the saved file is stored.
[0212] Next, based on the information obtained in Step
S8304, the inquiry processing program 111 updates the
list 116 (Step S8305). To be specific, the information ob-
tained in Step S8304 is stored in the save destination
information 1169 of the selected entry.
[0213] The inquiry processing program 111 deter-
mines whether or not the processing is complete for en-
tries corresponding to all the removed files included in
the list 116 (Step S8306).
[0214] In a case where it is determined that the
processing is not complete for the entries corresponding
to all the removed files, the inquiry processing program
111 returns to Step S8303 and executes similar process-
ing (Steps S8303 to S8306).
[0215] In a case where it is determined that the
processing is complete for the entries corresponding to
all the removed files, the inquiry processing program 111
transmits the generated list 116 to the analysis program
61 which has transmitted the request to output the file
list, and ends the processing (Steps S8307 and S8308).
[0216] FIG. 16 is a flowchart illustrating the analytical
processing on files executed by the analysis program 61
according to the first embodiment of this invention.
[0217] The analysis program 61 executes the analyti-
cal processing periodically or in accordance with a user’s
instruction.
[0218] In a case where the analytical processing is
started (Step S8400), the analysis program 61 transmits
to the inquiry processing program 111 of the metadata

server 1 an inquiry about files stored in all the file servers
4 (Step S8401). The output request may include condi-
tions on the files to be included in the list 116.
[0219] The analysis program 61 waits for a response
from the metadata server 1. In other words, the analysis
program 61 suspends the processing until the list 116 is
transmitted from the metadata server 1.
[0220] The analysis program 61 selects one entry to
be processed from the received list 116 (Step S8402).
For example, a method of selecting an entry in order from
the top of the list 116 may be contemplated.
[0221] The analysis program 61 obtains, based on the
entry to be processed, information on a read location of
the file corresponding to the entry (Step S8403). To be
specific, the following processing is executed.
[0222] First, the analysis program 61 determines
whether or not "removed" is stored in the file status 1167
of the selected entry. In a case where "removed" is stored
in the file status 1167, it can be seen that the selected
entry is an entry on a removed file.
[0223] In a case where "removed" is stored in the file
status 1167, the analysis program 61 obtains information
stored in the save destination information 1168. In other
words, the saved path 11681, the storage ID 11682, the
IP address 11683, and the saved name space ID 11684
are obtained.
[0224] In a case where "removed" is stored in the file
status 1167, the analysis program 61 obtains the path
1162, the storage ID 1164, the IP address 1165, and the
name space ID 1166.
[0225] This concludes the processing of Step S8403.
[0226] Next, based on the information obtained in Step
S8403, the analysis program 61 reads the file corre-
sponding to the selected entry from the storage appara-
tus as the read location (Step S8404).
[0227] The analysis program 61 executes predeter-
mined analytical processing based on the content of the
read file and the original metadata 1163 of the selected
entry (Step S8405).
[0228] The analysis program 61 determines whether
or not the processing is complete for all the entries in the
obtained list 116 (Step S8406).
[0229] In a case where it is determined that the
processing is not complete for all the entries, the analysis
program 61 returns to Step S8402 and executes similar
processing (Steps S8402 to S8406).
[0230] In a case where it is determined that the
processing is complete for all the entries, the analysis
program 61 ends the analytical processing (Step S8407).
[0231] It should be noted that in Step S8404, the stor-
age apparatus in which the file is stored may be a storage
apparatus that cannot be accessed by the analysis pro-
gram 61. This applies, for example, to a case where a
file sharing protocol for reading the file is not supported
in the analysis program 61.
[0232] In this case, the analysis program 61 transmits
a read request for a desired file to the file read proxy
program 115. In a case of receiving the request, the file
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read proxy program 115 reads the file from the storage
apparatus as proxy for the analysis program 61, and re-
sponds to the analysis program 61 with the read file.

[Second embodiment]

[0233] Next, a second embodiment of this invention is
described.
[0234] In the first embodiment, in a case of receiving
from the business program 51 the request to remove a
file, the file server 4 transmits the removal notification of
the file to the metadata server 1 in the course of the
processing. Thereafter, the file server 4 executes the hid-
ing processing in accordance with the instruction of the
metadata server 1.
[0235] The second embodiment is different in that the
file server 4 transmits removal notifications of a plurality
of files to the metadata server 1 at one time, in a case
where requests to remove a certain number of files are
received from the business program 51 or in a case where
a certain period of time has elapsed since the removal
notification is transmitted. Moreover, in the second em-
bodiment, in order to transmit the removal notifications
of the plurality of files at one time, in a case where a
request to remove a file is received, the file server 4 au-
tomatically executes the hiding processing on the file
without waiting for an instruction from the metadata serv-
er 1.
[0236] In the following, differences from the first em-
bodiment are mainly described.
[0237] The components of the computer system 500,
the components of the metadata server 1, and the tables
managed by the metadata server 1 in the second em-
bodiment are the same as those of the first embodiment,
and hence descriptions thereof are omitted. The file serv-
er 4 in the second embodiment is different from the file
server 4 in the first embodiment in that the memory 41
newly includes a hidden file management table 415 (not
shown). The other components are the same as those
of the first embodiment, and hence descriptions thereof
are omitted.
[0238] FIG. 17 is an explanatory diagram illustrating
an example of a configuration of the hidden file manage-
ment table 415 according to the second embodiment of
this invention.
[0239] The hidden file management table 415 stores
information on hidden files. To be specific, the hidden file
management table 415 includes a path 4151, a name
space ID 4152, original metadata 4153, and a hidden file
path 4154.
[0240] The path 4151 stores the path name of the file
before the hiding processing is executed. The name
space ID 4152 stores the identification name of the name
space in which the file was stored before the hiding
processing is executed.
[0241] The original metadata 4153 stores the metada-
ta of the file before the hiding processing is executed.
The hidden file path 4154 stores the path name of the

hidden file.
[0242] FIG. 18 is a flowchart illustrating processing ex-
ecuted by the file sharing program 411 according to the
second embodiment of this invention.
[0243] In a case where the processing is started (Step
S8600), the file sharing program 411 receives an access
request to a predetermined file from the business pro-
gram 51 or another program via the network 7 (Step
S8601).
[0244] The file sharing program 411 determines
whether or not the received access request is a request
to remove the file (Step S8602).
[0245] In a case where it is determined that the re-
ceived access request is not the request to remove the
file, the file sharing program 411 instructs the file system
program 412 to execute processing in accordance with
the received access request (Step S8607). Thereafter,
the file sharing program 411 transmits a response to the
program that has transmitted the access request, and
ends the processing (Step S8608).
[0246] In a case where it is determined that the re-
ceived access request is the request to remove the file,
the file sharing program 411 moves the file to be removed
to the hidden file storage area 454 (Step S8603). As a
result, the file to be removed is recognized by the busi-
ness program 51 as having been removed.
[0247] The file sharing program 411 updates the hid-
den file management table 415 (Step S8604). In other
words, the file sharing program 411 stores the informa-
tion on the hidden file in the hidden file management table
415.
[0248] To be specific, the file sharing program 411 gen-
erates a new record, and stores in the generated record
the path name, the identification name of the name
space, and the metadata under which the file to be re-
moved was stored before being moved to the hidden file
storage area 454, and the path name of the hidden file.
The path name of the hidden file is determined by the file
sharing program 411 so as not to overlap in the hidden
file management table 415.
[0249] The file sharing program 411 determines
whether or not the removal notification of the file needs
to be transmitted to the metadata server 1 (Step S8605).
For example, in a case where a preset certain number
of records or more are registered with the hidden file man-
agement table 415, or in a case where a preset period
of time has elapsed from the last removal notification,
the file sharing program 411 determines that the removal
notification of the file needs to be transmitted.
[0250] In a case where it is determined that the removal
notification of the file does not need to be transmitted to
the metadata server 1, the file sharing program 411 ends
the processing (Step S8608).
[0251] In a case where it is determined that the removal
notification of the file needs to be transmitted to the meta-
data server 1, the file sharing program 411 transmits the
removal notification of the file to the metadata server 1
(Step S8606). The notification includes information on all
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records stored in the hidden file management table 415,
that is, information on all hidden files. Thereafter, the file
sharing program 411 ends the processing (Step S8608).
[0252] It should be noted that the processing of Steps
S8605 and S8606 is executed in the course of the
processing in response to the access request from the
business program 51, but the two processing steps may
be periodically executed as processing independent of
the processing in response to the access request.
[0253] In a case of receiving the removal notification
from the file sharing program 411, the file removal de-
tection program 113 executes the processing illustrated
in FIG. 11. It should be noted, however, that when the
removal notification is received, the removed file is hid-
den by the file server 4, and hence the processing of Step
S8203 is not executed.

[Third embodiment]

[0254] Next, a third embodiment of this invention is de-
scribed.
[0255] The third embodiment has a feature in that the
second embodiment is extended to manage, in addition
to the removed file, data to be partially erased from a file
due to overwrite on the file, a change in size of the file,
or the like so as to be readable by the analysis program
61.
[0256] The data to be erased due to removal of the file,
the overwrite on the file, or truncation of the file size is
hereinafter referred to as erased data.
[0257] Moreover, a file that cannot be read from the
file server 4 because the erased data is generated by the
above-mentioned processing but can be obtained by in-
quiring of the metadata server 1 is referred to as the re-
moved file. In particular, the file from which a part of data
is erased due to the overwrite on the file or the truncation
of the file size is referred to as a partially erased file.
[0258] Moreover, the file on the file server 4 in which
the erased data was stored is referred to as an original
file. A file for saving the erased data is referred to as a
saved file. One saved file stores erased data generated
in processing of one access.
[0259] In the following, differences from the first em-
bodiment and the second embodiment are mainly de-
scribed.
[0260] The components of the computer system 500
and the components of the metadata server 1 in the third
embodiment are the same as those of the first embodi-
ment, and hence descriptions thereof are omitted. More-
over, the components of the file server 4 in the third em-
bodiment are the same as those of the second embodi-
ment, and hence descriptions thereof are omitted.
[0261] The third embodiment is different in the saved
file management table 154 included in the metadata serv-
er 1 and the hidden file management table 415 included
in the file server 4.
[0262] FIG. 19 is an explanatory diagram illustrating
an example of a configuration of the saved file manage-

ment table 154 according to the third embodiment of this
invention.
[0263] The saved file management table 154 in the
third embodiment is stored in the memory 11 of the meta-
data server 1.
[0264] The saved file management table 154 stores
information for managing correspondences between the
erased data and the saved file. To be specific, the saved
file management table 154 includes one or more records,
and each of the records includes the metadata ID 1541,
the saved path 1542, the saved name space ID 1543,
and an address range 1544.
[0265] Each record of the saved file management table
154 corresponds to information on the erased data gen-
erated in the processing of one access.
[0266] As compared to the saved file management ta-
ble 154 in the first embodiment, the address range 1544
is newly added. The address range 1544 stores the ad-
dress range of the erased data on the original file, the
erased data was stored in the original file.
[0267] In a case of detecting that data has been erased
in the file server 4, the metadata server 1 moves the
erased data to the saved file and updates the saved file
management table 154.
[0268] In the example illustrated in FIG. 19, the first
record stores information on erased data in the file
"/share1/b.doc". The metadata ID 1541 stores the iden-
tifier "110" of the metadata corresponding to the file
"/share1/b.doc". Moreover, the saved path 1542 stores
the path name "/r/FS1/share1/b.doc" of the location of
the saved file. The saved name space ID 1543 stores
the identifier "n3001" of the name space in which the
saved file "/r/FS1/share1/b.doc" is stored. Further, the
address range 1544 stores an address range [10,20) of
the erased data in the original file "/share1/b.doc".
[0269] FIG. 20 is an explanatory diagram illustrating
an example of a configuration of the hidden file manage-
ment table 415 according to the third embodiment of this
invention.
[0270] The hidden file management table 415 in the
third embodiment is stored in the memory 41 of the file
server 4.
[0271] The hidden file management table 415 stores
information for managing correspondences between the
erased data and the hidden file. To be specific, the hidden
file management table 415 includes one or more records,
and each of the records includes the path 4151, the name
space ID 4152, the original metadata 4153, the hidden
file path 4154, an address range 4155, and an erasure
type 4156.
[0272] Each record of the hidden file management ta-
ble 415 corresponds to information on the erased data
generated in the processing of one access.
[0273] As compared to the second embodiment, the
address range 4155 and the erasure type 4156 are newly
added. The address range 4155 stores the address
range of the erased data on the original file in which the
erased data was stored. The erasure type 4156 stores a
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reason why the erased data was generated.
[0274] In a case where the erased data was generated
because the file was removed, the erasure type 4156
stores "removed", which is information indicating that the
file was removed. In a case where the erased data was
generated due to the overwrite in a part of the file or the
truncation of the file size, the erasure type 4156 stores
"partially erased", which is information indicating that a
part of data of the file was erased.
[0275] In a case where the erased data is generated,
that is, in a case of processing such as the removal of
the file, the overwrite on the file, or the truncation of the
file size is requested, the file server 4 reads the erased
data from the original file to write the erased data in the
hidden file, and updates the hidden file management ta-
ble 415.
[0276] FIG. 21 is a flowchart illustrating processing ex-
ecuted by the file sharing program 411 according to the
third embodiment of this invention.
[0277] The third embodiment is different from the sec-
ond embodiment in that not only when the removal of the
file is requested but also when the erased data is gener-
ated due to the overwrite on the file or the truncation of
the file size, the erased data is stored in the hidden file
storage area 454.
[0278] As in the second embodiment, in a case where
the processing is started (Step S8700), the file sharing
program 411 receives an access request to a file from
the business program 51 or another program via the net-
work 7 (Step S8701).
[0279] The file sharing program 411 determines
whether or not the erased data is generated, in a case
where processing corresponding to the received access
request is executed (Step S8702). In other words, it is
determined whether or not the received access request
requests the erasure of data from the file. For example,
in a case where the received access request is a request
for the removal of the file, the overwrite on the file, the
truncation of the file size, or the like, it is determined that
the erased data is generated, in a case where the
processing corresponding to the received access re-
quest is executed.
[0280] In a case where it is determined that the erased
data is not generated, the file sharing program 411 pro-
ceeds to Step S8705.
[0281] In a case where it is determined that the erased
data is generated, the file sharing program 411 moves
the erased data to the hidden file storage area 454 (Step
S8703).
[0282] To be specific, the file sharing program 411
identifies the address range of the erased data, gener-
ates a hidden file for storing the erased data in the hidden
file storage area 454, and stores the erased data in the
generated hidden file.
[0283] At this time, a path name of the hidden file is
determined so as not to overlap with the other hidden
files stored in the hidden file storage area 454.
[0284] The file sharing program 411 updates the hid-

den file management table 415 based on information on
the generated hidden file (Step S8704).
[0285] To be specific, the file sharing program 411
adds a new record to the hidden file management table
415.
[0286] The file sharing program 411 stores the path
name of the original file in the path 4151 of the added
record, stores in the name space ID 4152 an identifier of
a name space in which the original file is stored, and
stores the metadata of the original file in the original meta-
data 4153.
[0287] Moreover, the file sharing program 411 stores
the path name of the generated hidden file in the hidden
file path 4154, and stores the address range of the erased
data in the address range 4155. Further, the file sharing
program 411 stores in the erasure type 4156 "removed"
when the file is removed, and "partially erased" when the
file is not removed.
[0288] Next, the file sharing program 411 executes the
processing corresponding to the received access re-
quest on the file (Step S8705).
[0289] The file sharing program 411 determines
whether or not the removal notification needs to be trans-
mitted (Step S8706). It should be noted that the removal
notification also includes a notification that the access
request that generates the erased data has been re-
ceived.
[0290] For example, in a case where a preset certain
number of records or more are registered with the hidden
file management table 415 or in a case where a preset
period of time has elapsed from the last removal notifi-
cation, it is determined that the removal notification needs
to be transmitted.
[0291] In a case where it is determined that the removal
notification, that is, the notification that the erased data
has been generated does not need to be transmitted to
the metadata server 1, the file sharing program 411 ends
the processing (Step S8708).
[0292] In a case where it is determined that the removal
notification needs to be transmitted, that is, the genera-
tion of the erased data needs to be notified to the meta-
data server 1, the file sharing program 411 notifies the
metadata server 1 of the generation of the erased data
(Step S8707). The notification includes information on all
the records stored in the hidden file management table
415, that is, information on all the hidden files. Thereafter,
the file sharing program 411 ends the processing (Step
S8708).
[0293] It should be noted that the processing of Steps
8706 and S8707 is executed in the course of the process-
ing in response to the access request, but may be peri-
odically executed as processing independent of the
processing in response to the access request.
[0294] FIG. 22 is a flowchart illustrating processing ex-
ecuted by the file removal detection program 113 accord-
ing to the third embodiment of this invention.
[0295] In a case where the processing is started (Step
S8800), the file removal detection program 113 detects
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the generation of the erased data in the file server 4 (Step
S8801).
[0296] To be specific, the file removal detection pro-
gram 113 may detect that the erased data has been gen-
erated in the file server 4 by receiving the removal noti-
fication that the erased data has been generated from
the file server 4. It should be noted that the removal no-
tification includes the information stored in the hidden file
management table 415.
[0297] The description is given here assuming that the
file removal detection program 113 executes the
processing for each piece of the erased data, that is, for
each record of the hidden file management table 415.
[0298] The file removal detection program 113 deter-
mines, based on the hidden file management table 415
included in the received removal notification, whether or
not the erased data to be processed is generated due to
the removal of the file (Step S8802). In other words, it is
determined whether the file that included the erased data
to be processed is the removed file or the partially erased
file.
[0299] In a case where "removed" is stored in the eras-
ure type 4156, the file removal detection program 113
determines that the erased data was generated due to
the removal of the file. On the other hand, in a case where
"partially erased" is stored in the erasure type 4156, the
file removal detection program 113 determines that the
erased data was generated due to the overwrite on the
file or the truncation of the file size.
[0300] In a case where it is determined that the erased
data was generated due to the removal of the file, the file
removal detection program 113 identifies a record of the
metadata management table 153 corresponding to the
file to be processed, and stores "removed" in the file sta-
tus 1535 of the record (Step S8803). Thereafter, the file
removal detection program 113 proceeds to Step S8804.
[0301] In a case where it is determined that the erased
data was not generated due to the removal of the file,
the file removal detection program 113 adds a record
corresponding to the file to be processed to the metadata
management table 153 (Step S8808).
[0302] To be specific, the file removal detection pro-
gram 113 stores an identifier that does not overlap with
the other records in the metadata ID 1531 of the added
record. The file removal detection program 113 stores
the path name and the metadata of the file to be proc-
essed in the path 1532 and the original metadata 1534
of the added record, respectively. The file removal de-
tection program 113 stores in the name space ID 1533
an identifier of a name space in which the file to be proc-
essed is stored. Moreover, the file removal detection pro-
gram 113 stores "partially erased" in the file status 1535.
[0303] It should be noted that the information to be
stored in the added record may be obtained based on
the information included in the removal notification re-
ceived from the file server 4.
[0304] The file removal detection program 113 updates
the saved file management table 154 (Step S8804). To

be specific, the file removal detection program 113 adds
a record corresponding to the hidden file in which the
erased data to be processed is stored.
[0305] The added record stores in the metadata ID
1541 the same identifier as the metadata ID 1531 of the
record identified in Step S8804 or the metadata ID 1531
of the record added in Step S8808. The saved path 1542
stores the path name of the hidden file, the saved name
space ID 1543 stores an identifier of a name space in
which the hidden file is stored, and the address range
1544 stores the address range of the erased data stored
in the hidden file. It should be noted that the information
to be stored in the added record may be obtained based
on the information included in the removal notification
received from the file server 4.
[0306] The file removal detection program 113 moves
the hidden file to the saving storage apparatus 2 (Step
S8805). To be specific, the file removal detection pro-
gram 113 copies the hidden file in the name space of the
saving storage apparatus 2 to move the erased data to
be processed to the saved file. At this time, the path name
of the saved file is determined so as not to overlap with
the other saved files stored in the saving storage appa-
ratus 2.
[0307] The file removal detection program 113 updates
the saved file management table 154 (Step S8806). To
be specific, the file removal detection program 113
changes the saved path 1542 of the record added in Step
S8804 to the path name of the saved file.
[0308] The file removal detection program 113 in-
structs the file server 4 to remove the hidden file (Step
S8807). Thereafter, the file removal detection program
113 ends the processing (Step S8809).
[0309] FIGS. 23 and 24 are explanatory diagrams each
illustrating an example of the metadata management ta-
ble 153 according to the third embodiment of this inven-
tion. FIG. 25 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an
example of the saved file management table 154 accord-
ing to the third embodiment of this invention.
[0310] A description is given here of the metadata man-
agement table 153 and the saved file management table
154 in a case where data is overwritten on the file "/share
1/a.doc" stored in the name space "share1" of the file
server 4.
[0311] FIG. 23 represents the metadata management
table 153 before the data is overwritten on the file
"/sharp1/a.doc". In the first record of the metadata man-
agement table 153, information on the file "/ share
1/a.doc" is recorded. It can be seen from the information
stored in the record that the file "/share 1/a.doc" is stored
in the file server 4 and a modified time thereof is "10:00".
[0312] FIG. 24 represents the metadata management
table 153 after the data is overwritten on the file "/
share1/a.doc" and the metadata server 1 has moved the
erased data to the saving storage apparatus 2.
[0313] When compared to FIG. 23, the second record
having the metadata ID 1531 of "101" is added. The
record represents that the metadata server 1 manages
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the file "/ share 1/a.doc" at the modified time of "10:00"
as the partially erased file. Therefore, the file status 1535
of the record stores "partially erased".
[0314] Moreover, it can be seen that in the first record,
the modified time is changed to "12:00" due to the over-
write of the data on the file "/ share1/a.doc".
[0315] FIG. 25 represents the saved file management
table 154 after the data is overwritten on the file "/ share
1 / a. doc" and the metadata server 1 has moved the
erased data to the saving storage apparatus 2.
[0316] The first record of the saved file management
table 154 of FIG. 25 stores information on the erased
data and the saved file of the partially erased file corre-
sponding to the second record of the metadata manage-
ment table 153 of FIG. 24.
[0317] The metadata ID 1541 of the second record
stores "100". Therefore, it can be seen that the second
record is a record relating to the erased data of the par-
tially erased file corresponding to the second record of
the metadata management table 153 of FIG. 24.
[0318] It can be seen from the saved path 1542 and
the saved name space ID 1543 that the erased data is
stored in the name space "r" of the saving storage appa-
ratus 2 as a file having the path name of
"A/r/s1000/share/a.doc_diff".
[0319] It can also be seen from the address range 1544
that the erased data is data that was stored in the range
of addresses "0" to "29" of the original file.
[0320] FIG. 26 is a flowchart illustrating processing ex-
ecuted by the file read proxy program 115 according to
the third embodiment of this invention.
[0321] The file read proxy program 115 according to
this embodiment receives a read request for the normal
file, the removed file, or the partially erased file and re-
sponds to the requester with a content of the file. In a
case where the requested file is the removed file or the
partially erased file, the requested file is temporarily re-
stored to respond with the content of the restored file.
[0322] In a case where the processing is started (Step
S8900), the file read proxy program 115 receives a file
read request from the analysis program 61 or the like
(Step S8901). The received file read request includes
information for the requester program to specify the file.
For example, information such as the path name, the
name space name, the metadata, or another identifier
(metadata ID or i-node number in the file system) of the
file is included.
[0323] The file read proxy program 115 identifies a cor-
responding record of the metadata management table
153 based on the information included in the received
file read request (Step 8902).
[0324] The file read proxy program 115 refers to the
file status 1535 of the identified record to determine
whether or not the file to be read is the normal file (Step
S8903).
[0325] In a case where the file status 1535 is "removed"
or "partially erased", it is determined that the file to be
read is the removed file or the partially erased file. On

the other hand, in a case where the file status 1535 is
"present", it is determined that the file to be read is the
normal file.
[0326] In a case where it is determined that the file to
be read is not the normal file but is any one of the removed
file and the partially erased file, the file read proxy pro-
gram 115 executes restoration processing for restoring
the file to be read (Step S8904). As a result, the file is
temporarily restored in the saving storage apparatus 2.
It should be noted that details of the restoration process-
ing are described later with reference to FIG. 27.
[0327] Thereafter, the file read proxy program 115
transmits the restored file to the requester, and ends the
processing (Steps S8905 and S8907).
[0328] In a case where it is determined in Step S8903
that the file to be read is the normal file, the file read proxy
program 115 identifies the location of the file to be read
(Step S8906). To be specific, the location of the file is
identified based on the identifier of the file server 4, the
identifier of the name space, the path name, and the like.
[0329] Further, the file read proxy program 115 reads
the file to be read from the file server 4 as the identified
location to transmit the read file to the requester, and
ends the processing (Steps S8905 and S8907).
[0330] FIG. 27 is a flowchart illustrating the details of
the restoration processing according to the third embod-
iment of this invention.
[0331] In a case where the processing is started (Step
S9000), the file read proxy program 115 extracts records
relating to the file to be read from the metadata manage-
ment table 153 (Step S9001). In this example, records
of the same file to be read that are newer in time series
than the record identified in Step S8903 are extracted.
[0332] To be specific, the file read proxy program 115
extracts records each having the path 1532 and the name
space ID 1533 that match those of the file to be read and
having a modified time included in the original metadata
1534 that is later than the modified time of the file to be
read, that is, having a newer modified time.
[0333] The file read proxy program 115 determines
whether or not the file to be read is currently the removed
file (Step S9002). To be specific, of the extracted records,
the file read proxy program 115 identifies a record for
which a modified time stored in the original metadata
1534 is the latest, and determines whether or not the file
status 1535 of the record is "removed".
[0334] In a case where it is determined that the file to
be read is currently the removed file, the file read proxy
program 115 copies, based on the record of the removed
file extracted in Step S9001, the removed file as a tem-
porary file in a work area (Step S9003). The work area
as used herein is one storage space of the saving storage
apparatus 2.
[0335] On the other hand, in a case where it is deter-
mined that the file to be read is not currently the removed
file but is the partially erased file, the file read proxy pro-
gram 115 reads, based on the records extracted in Step
S9001, the file to be read that is currently stored in the
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file server 4, and copies the read file as a temporary file
in the work area (Step S9007).
[0336] The file read proxy program 115 selects, from
among the extracted records, a record having the next
newer modified time than the record identified in Step
S9003 as a record to be processed (Step S9004).
[0337] The file read proxy program 115 overwrites the
temporary file with removed data stored in the saved file
(Step S9005). To be specific, the following processing is
executed.
[0338] The file read proxy program 115 identifies,
based on the information in the record selected in Step
S9004, a record of a corresponding saved file from the
saved file management table 154.
[0339] The file read proxy program 115 reads the
saved file from the saving storage apparatus 2 based on
the identified record to obtain the removed data.
[0340] The file read proxy program 115 refers to the
address range 1544 of the identified record to overwrite
the same address range of the temporary file with the
read removed data. Moreover, the file read proxy pro-
gram 115 changes a file size of the temporary file to the
file size stored in the original metadata 1534 of the se-
lected record of the metadata management table 153.
[0341] Through the above-mentioned processing, the
temporary file has the same content as the file at a time
when the record selected in Step S9004 is added to the
metadata management table 153.
[0342] The file read proxy program 115 determines
whether or not the processing is complete for all the
records extracted in Step 9001 (Step S9006).
[0343] In a case where it is determined that the
processing is not complete for all the records extracted
in Step 9001, the file read proxy program 115 returns to
Step S9004 and executes similar processing (Steps
S9004 to S9006).
[0344] In a case where it is determined that the
processing is not complete for all the records extracted
in Step 9001, the file read proxy program 115 ends the
processing (Step S9008).
[0345] It should be noted that in the third embodiment,
the metadata server 1 reads the file and transmits the
read file to the analysis server 6. However, this invention
is not limited thereto, and the analysis server 6 may obtain
the file. In this case, the following processing is executed.
[0346] In Step S8905, the file read proxy program 115
generates the list 116 and transmits the generated list
116 to the analysis server 6. It should be noted that as
the method of generating the list 116, the same method
as in the first embodiment is used. It should be noted that
the saved path 11681 of the record corresponding to the
temporary file of the list 116 stores information on a lo-
cation of the temporary file in the work area.
[0347] The analysis server 6 reads the files based on
the received list 116. It should be noted that this process-
ing is the same as in the first embodiment, and hence a
description thereof is omitted.
[0348] In this embodiment, each piece of the erased

data is stored in one saved file or hidden file, but this
invention is not limited thereto. For example, the erased
data may be stored collectively in several files, or stored
in a database or block storage.

[Fourth embodiment]

[0349] Next, a fourth embodiment of this invention is
described.
[0350] The fourth embodiment extends the first em-
bodiment, and in a case where a file having the same
content as that of the removed file is stored in the backup
storage apparatus 3, the saved file corresponding to the
removed file is not generated. In this manner, the number
of copied files having the same content may be reduced
in the computer system 500.
[0351] In the following, differences from the first em-
bodiment are mainly described.
[0352] The components of the computer system 500,
and the components of the metadata server 1 and the
file server 4 in the fourth embodiment are the same as
those of the first embodiment, and hence descriptions
thereof are omitted. Moreover, the configuration of each
table managed by the metadata server 1 and the file serv-
er 4 is also the same as that of the first embodiment, and
hence a description thereof is omitted.
[0353] FIG. 28 is an explanatory diagram illustrating
an example of a configuration of the storage manage-
ment table 151 according to the fourth embodiment of
this invention.
[0354] The storage ID 1511, the storage name 1512,
the type 1513, and the IP address 1514 are the same as
those of the first embodiment, and hence descriptions
thereof are omitted.
[0355] The fourth embodiment is different from the first
embodiment in that the metadata server 1 also manages
the backup storage apparatus 3 in addition to the file
server 4 and the saving storage apparatus 2. In other
words, the fourth record of the storage management table
151 illustrated in FIG. 28 stores information on a backup
storage apparatus 3. It should be noted that the type 1513
of the record corresponding to the backup storage appa-
ratus 3 stores "backup".
[0356] FIG. 29 is an explanatory diagram illustrating
an example of a configuration of the name space man-
agement table 152 according to the fourth embodiment
of this invention.
[0357] The name space ID 1521, the name space
name 1522, the storage ID 1523, the capacity 1524, the
protocol 1525, the used volume 1526, and the usage
1527 are the same as those of the first embodiment, and
hence descriptions thereof are omitted.
[0358] As illustrated in FIG. 29, the fifth record of the
name space management table 152 stores information
on a name space in the backup storage apparatus 3. It
should be noted that the usage 1527 of the record cor-
responding to the backup storage apparatus 3 stores
"backup".
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[0359] FIG. 30 is an explanatory diagram illustrating
an example of a configuration of the metadata manage-
ment table 153 according to the fourth embodiment of
this invention.
[0360] In the fourth embodiment, the metadata man-
agement table 153 is stored in the memory 11 of the
metadata server 1.
[0361] The metadata management table 153 in the
fourth embodiment is different from the first embodiment
in that a hash value 1536 is added. The hash value 1536
stores a hash value representing the content of the file
corresponding to the entry. The hash value as used here-
in is a value obtained by applying a predefined hash func-
tion to the content of the file. For example, as the hash
function, various known algorithms (for example,
SHA256) may be used.
[0362] In this embodiment, it is determined whether or
not the contents of the files are the same based on the
hash value 1536.
[0363] In the example illustrated in FIG. 30, the fourth
record of the metadata management table 153 stores
information on a file "/BU/x.doc" stored in the backup
storage apparatus 3. The file stored in the backup storage
apparatus 3 is hereinafter referred to as a backup file.
[0364] Moreover, the file status 1535 of an entry cor-
responding to the backup file stores "BU", which repre-
sents that the file corresponding to the entry is the backup
file. Moreover, it can be seen in the hash value 1536 of
the record that a hash value calculated based on the file
"/BU/x.doc" is "e001". It is assumed here that the hash
value is a value represented in hexadecimal notation.
[0365] In order to store the information on the backup
file in the metadata management table 153, the metadata
management program 112 in this embodiment inquires
of the backup program 31 of the backup storage appa-
ratus 3 to obtain metadata of the backup file stored in the
backup storage apparatus 3. Moreover, the metadata
management program 112 may read a database or the
like holding a list of backup files managed by the backup
program 31.
[0366] The hash value of the backup file may be cal-
culated by the metadata management program 112, in
a case where the metadata management program 112
reads the backup file from the backup storage apparatus
3, or may be calculated by the backup program 31 and
transmitted to the metadata management program 112.
[0367] FIG. 31 is a flowchart illustrating processing ex-
ecuted by the file removal detection program 113 accord-
ing to the fourth embodiment of this invention.
[0368] In a case of detecting the file to be removed,
the file removal detection program 113 in the fourth em-
bodiment determines whether or not there is a backup
file having the same content as that of the file. In a case
where there is a backup file having the same content,
the file removal detection program 113 adds the backup
file as the saved file corresponding to the file to be re-
moved to the saved file management table 154. Further,
the file removal detection program 113 removes the file

to be removed without generating the hidden file in the
file server 4.
[0369] In a case where the processing is started (Step
S9100), the file removal detection program 113 detects
that a file is to be removed from the file server 4 (Step
S9101).
[0370] The processing of Step S9101 is the same
processing as Step S8201. It should be noted, however,
that in the fourth embodiment, the removal notification
transmitted from the file server 4 includes the hash value
of the file to be removed.
[0371] It should be noted that the hash value of the file
to be removed may be calculated by the file removal de-
tection program 113 by applying the hash function to the
file to be removed read from the file server 4.
[0372] The file removal detection program 113 updates
a record corresponding to the file to be removed of the
metadata management table 153 (Step S9102). The
processing of Step S9202 is the same processing as Step
S8202.
[0373] The file removal detection program 113 refers
to the metadata management table 153 to search for a
backup file having the same content as that of the file to
be removed (Step S9103). To be specific, the following
processing is executed.
[0374] The file removal detection program 113 obtains
the hash value 1536 of the file to be removed.
[0375] Next, the file removal detection program 113
extracts an entry having "BU" stored in the file status
1535, and compares a hash value 1536 of the extracted
entry and the hash value 1536 of the file to be removed.
The entry matching the hash value 1536 of the file to be
removed is the backup file having the same content as
that of the file to be removed.
[0376] It should be noted that a method of determining
the content of the file is not limited to the above-men-
tioned method. For example, a method of comparing the
metadata of the files, a method of comparing file sizes,
a method combining those methods, or the like may be
used.
[0377] As a result of the search processing described
above, the file removal detection program 113 deter-
mines whether or not there is a backup file having the
same content as that of the file to be removed (Step
S9104).
[0378] In a case where it is determined that there is no
backup file having the same content as that of the file to
be removed, the file removal detection program 113 ex-
ecutes the file hiding processing on the file to be removed
with respect to the file server 4 (Step S9106).
[0379] Further, the file removal detection program 113
instructs the file server 4 that has provided the notification
of the removal of the file to execute the hiding processing
of the file to be removed (Step S9107), and ends the
processing (Step S9108).
[0380] It should be noted that the processing of Steps
S9106 and S9107 is the same processing as Steps
S8203 and S8204, and hence a description thereof is
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omitted.
[0381] In a case where it is determined in Step S9104
that there is a backup file having the same content as
that of the file to be removed, the file removal detection
program 113 updates the saved file management table
154 and ends the processing (Steps S9105 and S9108).
[0382] To be specific, the file removal detection pro-
gram 113 adds the information on the backup file as in-
formation on the saved file corresponding to the file to
be removed to the saved file management table 154.
[0383] In other words, a value of the metadata ID 1531
of a record corresponding to the backup file is stored in
the metadata ID 1541, and the path name of the path
1532 of the record corresponding to the backup file is
stored in the saved path 1542. Moreover, an identifier of
the name space ID 1533 of the record corresponding to
the backup file is stored in the saved name space ID 1543.
[0384] In the above-mentioned processing, the files
stored in the backup storage apparatus 3 are searched
for the file having the same content as that of the file to
be removed, but in addition thereto, all the storage ap-
paratus managed by the metadata server 1 may be
searched.

[Fifth embodiment]

[0385] Next, a fifth embodiment of this invention is de-
scribed. In the fifth embodiment, the file server 4 does
not transmit the removal notification of the file to the meta-
data server 1, in a case where removal of a file is re-
quested from the business program 51. Therefore, the
metadata server 1 periodically determines whether or not
a file has been removed from the file server 4. For the
determination, a snapshot function of the file server 4 is
used.
[0386] In the following, differences from the first em-
bodiment are mainly described.
[0387] The components of the computer system 500,
and the components of the metadata server 1 and the
file server 4 in the fifth embodiment are the same as those
of the first embodiment, and hence descriptions thereof
are omitted. It should be noted that the fifth embodiment
is different in that the file server 4 has the snapshot func-
tion. Moreover, the configuration of each table managed
by the metadata server 1 and the file server 4 is also the
same as that of the first embodiment, and hence a de-
scription thereof is omitted.
[0388] FIGS. 32A and 32B are flowcharts illustrating
processing executed by the metadata management pro-
gram 112 according to the fifth embodiment of this inven-
tion.
[0389] In this embodiment, the metadata management
program 112 collects the metadata of the files stored in
the file server 4, and detects a file removed from the file
server 4 and moves the file to the saving storage appa-
ratus 2.
[0390] In a case where the processing is started (Step
S9200), the metadata management program 112 in-

structs the file server 4 to generate a snapshot of the
name space from which the metadata is to be collected
(Step S9201). In a case of receiving the instruction, the
file server 4 generates the snapshot of the specified name
space.
[0391] The metadata management program 112 se-
lects one file to be processed from among files included
in the generated snapshot (Step S9202). The processing
of Step 9202 is different from the processing of Step
S8002 (see FIG. 9) in that a file included in the snapshot
is selected.
[0392] The metadata management program 112 ob-
tains metadata of the selected file from the file server 4
(Step S9203).
[0393] The metadata management program 112 up-
dates the metadata management table 153 based on the
obtained metadata (Step S9204). The processing of Step
S9204 is the same processing as the processing of Step
S8004 (see FIG. 9).
[0394] The metadata management program 112 de-
termines whether or not the processing is complete for
all the files included in the snapshot (Step S9205).
[0395] In a case where it is determined that the
processing is not complete for all the files included in the
snapshot, the metadata management program 112 re-
turns to Step S9202 and executes similar processing
(Steps S9202 to S9205).
[0396] In a case where it is determined that the
processing is complete for all the files included in the
snapshot, the metadata management program 112 ex-
tracts, from among the records of the metadata manage-
ment table 153, records that have not been updated in
the processing of Steps S9201 to S9205 (Step S9206).
[0397] The metadata management program 112 se-
lects one record to be processed from among the extract-
ed records (Step S9207).
[0398] The metadata management program 112 de-
termines whether or not a file corresponding to the record
to be processed is included in the snapshot (Step S9208).
[0399] In a case where it is determined that the file
corresponding to the record to be processed is included
in the snapshot, the metadata management program 112
proceeds to Step S9212.
[0400] In a case where it is determined that the file
corresponding to the record to be processed is not in-
cluded in the snapshot, the metadata management pro-
gram 112 updates the record to be processed (Step
S9209). To be specific, the metadata management pro-
gram 112 stores "removed" in the file status 1535 of the
record to be processed.
[0401] This indicates that the file corresponding to the
record to be processed is a file that has been removed
before the snapshot is generated. Therefore, the file is
managed as a removed file.
[0402] The metadata management program 112 ob-
tains the file corresponding to the record to be processed
from the snapshot of the previous generation of the snap-
shot generated in Step S9201 (Step S9210). The snap-
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shot of the previous generation is generated in this
processing executed last time. It should be noted that
the snapshot of the previous generation may be stored
in the file server 4 or in the saving storage apparatus 2.
[0403] The metadata management program 112
moves the file obtained from the snapshot of the previous
generation as the saved file of the removed file corre-
sponding to the record to be processed to the saving
storage apparatus 2 (Step S9211).
[0404] The metadata management program 112 up-
dates the saved file management table 154 (Step
S9212). The processing of Step S9212 is the same
processing as the processing of Step S8208 (see FIG.
11C).
[0405] The metadata management program 112 de-
termines whether or not the processing is complete for
all the records extracted in Step S9206 (Step S9213).
[0406] In a case where it is determined that the
processing is not complete for all the records extracted
in Step S9206, the metadata management program 112
returns to Step S9207 and executes similar processing
(Steps S9207 to S9213).
[0407] In a case where it is determined that the
processing is complete for all the records extracted in
Step S9206, the metadata management program 112
instructs the file server 4 to remove the snapshot of the
previous generation, and ends the processing (Steps
S9214 and S9215). In a case of receiving the instruction,
the file server 4 removes the specified snapshot.
[0408] In this embodiment, the file server 4 does not
need to provide a notification of the removal of the file,
and hence even a file server 4 not having the function of
providing the notification of the removal of the file may
move the removed file to the saving storage apparatus 2.
[0409] In any embodiment of this invention, the hidden
file is removed under the instruction of the metadata serv-
er 1. This is to prevent, even when a failure occurs in the
file server 4, the metadata server 1, or the network 7 and
the file save processing that is being executed is stopped,
the hidden file from being removed by the file server 4
before completion of movement of the file to the saving
storage apparatus 2 by the metadata server 1.
[0410] Moreover, in a case where a failure occurs in
the metadata server 1 or the network 7 and the file server
4 cannot notify the metadata server 1 of the removal of
the file, the file server 4 detects the failure and delays
the notification of the file removal until the communication
with the metadata server 1 is resumed.
[0411] In the first embodiment, in a case where the file
server 4 detects that the communication to/from the
metadata server 1 is disabled, the file server 4 may con-
tinue the operation by switching to the notification method
of the file removal in the second embodiment.
[0412] Though the detailed description has been given
of this invention referring to the attached drawings, this
invention is not limited to this specific configuration, and
includes various variations and equivalent configurations
within the scope of the accompanying claims.

Claims

1. A computer system, comprising:

a file server for managing a plurality of files;
a metadata server for managing a plurality of
piece of metadata of the plurality of files; and
a business server for using the plurality of files
to execute predetermined business processing,
the file server, the metadata server, and the
business server being coupled to each other via
a network,
the file server including a first processor, a first
memory coupled to the first processor, a first
network interface coupled to the first processor,
and a first storage medium coupled to the first
processor, for storing the plurality of files,
the metadata server including a second proces-
sor, a second memory coupled to the second
processor, a second network interface coupled
to the second processor, and a second storage
medium coupled to the second processor,
the business server including a third processor,
a third memory coupled to the third processor,
and a third network interface coupled to the third
processor,
the metadata server being coupled to a storage
apparatus including a controller and a plurality
of storage media, for providing a save area for
storing at least one file that is removed from the
file server,
the second storage medium storing a metadata
repository for managing at least one of the plu-
rality of piece of metadata of the plurality of files
and at least one location of one of the plurality
of files stored in the save area,
the metadata server being configured to:

store the one of the plurality of files as a
saved file in the save area, in a case of de-
tecting that the one of the plurality of files
stored in the file server is to be removed by
the predetermined business processing ex-
ecuted by the business server; and
store information indicating a location of the
one of the plurality of files in the file server
and information indicating the location of the
saved file in the save area in association
with each other in the metadata repository.

2. The computer system according to claim 1,
wherein the computer system further comprises an
analysis server for executing predetermined analyt-
ical processing on the plurality of files,
wherein the analysis server includes a fourth proc-
essor, a fourth memory coupled to the fourth proc-
essor, and a fourth network interface coupled to the
fourth processor,
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wherein the metadata server identifies a location of
a file to be read in response to an inquiry request for
the file, and notifies the analysis server of the iden-
tified location of the file to be read, in a case of re-
ceiving the inquiry request for the plurality of files
from the analysis server, and
wherein the analysis server obtains the file to be read
from one of the file server and the save area to ex-
ecute the predetermined analytical processing,
based on the notification received from the metadata
server.

3. The computer system according to claim 2,
wherein the file server includes a first storage space
allocated to the file server, the metadata server, the
business server, and the analysis server, and a sec-
ond storage space allocated to the file server, the
metadata server, and the analysis server,
wherein the one of the plurality of files before being
removed is stored in the first storage space,
wherein the file server detects that the one of the
plurality of files is to be removed from the file server
by the predetermined business processing executed
by the business server, and moves the one of the
plurality of files from the first storage space to the
second storage space,
wherein the metadata server is configured to:

obtain the one of the plurality of files stored in
the second storage space and store the ob-
tained one of the plurality of files as the saved
file in the save area;
store, as the information indicating the location
of the one of the plurality of files in the file server,
information indicating a location of the one of
the plurality of files in the first storage space, in
the metadata repository; and
transmit an instruction to remove the one of the
plurality of files to the file server, and
wherein the file server removes the one of the
plurality of files from the second storage space,
in a case of receiving the instruction to remove.

4. The computer system according to claim 3, wherein
the metadata server is configured to:

generate, based on the information stored in the
metadata repository, list information including
information on locations of the one of the plural-
ity of files stored in the file server and the saved
file stored in the save area, in a case of receiving
the inquiry request for the plurality of files; and
transmit the generated list information to the
analysis server.

5. The computer system according to claim 3,
wherein the file server transmits a notification that
the one of the plurality of files is to be removed to

the metadata server, in a case of detecting that the
one of the plurality of files is to be removed from the
file server by the predetermined business process-
ing executed by the business server, and
wherein the metadata server detects that the one of
the plurality of files is to be removed from the file
server by receiving the notification from the file serv-
er.

6. The computer system according to claim 5, wherein,
the file server transmits a notification that at least
one of the plurality of files has been removed to the
metadata server, one of in a case of detecting that
a predetermined number of the plurality of files are
to be removed from the file server, and in a case
where a predetermined period of time has elapsed
since last transmission of the notification that the one
of the plurality of files is to be removed.

7. The computer system according to claim 3,
wherein the plurality of files include a plurality of piec-
es of data,
wherein the file server is configured to:

determine whether removed data is generated,
the removed data is data to be removed from
the one of the plurality of files by the predeter-
mined business processing executed by the
business server; and
move the removed data included in the one of
the plurality of files to the second storage space,
in a case where it is determined that the removed
data is generated, and
wherein the metadata server stores the re-
moved data, which is stored in the second stor-
age space, as the saved file in the save area.

8. The computer system according to claim 7, wherein
the metadata server is configured to:

refer to the metadata repository to determine
whether there is the removed data correspond-
ing to the file to be read, in a case of receiving
the inquiry request for the plurality of files from
the analysis server;
read the file to be read stored in the file server,
in a case where it is determined that there is the
removed data corresponding to the file to be
read;
restore the file to be read by obtaining the saved
file corresponding to the removed data stored in
the save area and overwriting the read file to be
read with the removed data obtained from the
saved file; and
transmit the restored file to be read to the anal-
ysis server.

9. The computer system according to claim 3,
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wherein the computer system further comprises a
backup storage apparatus including a controller and
a plurality of storage media, for storing backup files
of the plurality of files stored in the file server, and
wherein the metadata server is configured to:

determine whether the backup storage appara-
tus stores a backup file having the same content
as that of the one of the plurality of files to be
removed, in a case of detecting that the one of
the plurality of files stored in the file server is to
be removed by the predetermined business
processing executed by the business server;
and
store a location of the backup file as the location
of the saved file in the metadata repository, in a
case where it is determined that the backup stor-
age apparatus stores the backup file having the
same content as that of the one of the plurality
of files to be removed.

10. The computer system according to claim 2,
wherein the file server has a snapshot generating
function for generating a snapshot recording a status
of the file server at an arbitrary time point, and
wherein the metadata server is configured to:

transmit, to the file server, an instruction to gen-
erate a first snapshot recording a current status
of the file server;
refer to the generated first snapshot to update
the plurality of piece of metadata stored in the
metadata repository;
extract at least one of the plurality of piece of
metadata that is not updated from the plurality
of piece of metadata to determine whether there
is a file corresponding to the extracted at least
one of the plurality of piece of metadata in the
first snapshot;
obtain a second snapshot that precedes the first
snapshot in time series, and obtain the file cor-
responding to the extracted at least one of the
plurality of piece of the metadata from the sec-
ond snapshot, in a case where it is determined
that there is no file corresponding to the extract-
ed at least one piece of the metadata in the first
snapshot; and
store the obtained file as the saved file in the
save area.

11. A file management method for a computer system,
the computer system including a file server for man-
aging a plurality of files, a metadata server for man-
aging a plurality of piece of metadata of the plurality
of files, a business server for using the plurality of
files to execute predetermined business processing,
and an analysis server for executing predetermined
analytical processing on the plurality of files,

the file server, the metadata server, the business
server, and the analysis server being coupled to
each other via a network,
the file server including a first processor, a first mem-
ory coupled to the first processor, a first network in-
terface coupled to the first processor, and a first stor-
age medium coupled to the first processor, for storing
the plurality of files,
the metadata server including a second processor,
a second memory coupled to the second processor,
a second network interface coupled to the second
processor, and a second storage medium coupled
to the second processor,
the business server including a third processor, a
third memory coupled to the third processor, and a
third network interface coupled to the third proces-
sor,
the analysis server including a fourth processor, a
fourth memory coupled to the fourth processor, and
a fourth network interface coupled to the fourth proc-
essor,
the metadata server being coupled to a storage ap-
paratus including a controller and a plurality of stor-
age media, for providing a save area for storing at
least one file that is removed from the file server,
the second storage medium storing a metadata re-
pository for managing at least one of the plurality of
piece of metadata of the plurality of files and at least
one location of one of the plurality of files stored in
the save area,
the file management method including:

a first step of storing, by the metadata server,
the one of the plurality of files as a saved file in
the save area, in a case of detecting that the one
of the plurality of files stored in the file server is
to be removed by the predetermined business
processing executed by the business server;
a second step of storing, by the metadata server,
information indicating a location of the one of
the plurality of files in the file server and infor-
mation indicating the location of the saved file
in the save area in association with each other
in the metadata repository;
a third step of identifying, by the metadata serv-
er, a location of a file to be read in response to
an inquiry request for the plurality of files, and
notifying the analysis server of the identified lo-
cation of the file to be read, in a case of receiving
the inquiry request for the plurality of files from
the analysis server; and
a fourth step of obtaining, by the analysis server,
the file to be read from one of the file server and
the save area to execute the predetermined an-
alytical processing, based on the notification re-
ceived from the metadata server.

12. The file management method according to claim 11,
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wherein the file server includes a first storage space
allocated to the file server, the metadata server, the
business server, and the analysis server, and a sec-
ond storage space allocated to the file server, the
metadata server, and the analysis server,
wherein the one of the plurality of files before being
removed is stored in the first storage space,
wherein the first step includes:

detecting, by the file server, that the one of the
plurality of files is to be removed from the file
server by the predetermined business process-
ing executed by the business server, and mov-
ing the one of the plurality of files from the first
storage space to the second storage space; and
obtaining, by the metadata server, the one of
the plurality of files stored in the second storage
space and storing the obtained one of the plu-
rality of files as the saved file in the save area,
and

wherein the second step includes:

storing, by the metadata server, as the informa-
tion indicating the location of the one of the plu-
rality of files in the file server, information indi-
cating a location of the one of the plurality of files
in the first storage space, in the metadata repos-
itory;
transmitting, by the metadata server, an instruc-
tion to remove the one of the plurality of files to
the file server; and
removing, by the file server, the one of the plu-
rality of files from the second storage space, in
a case of receiving the instruction to remove.

13. The file management method according to claim 12,
wherein the third step includes:

generating, by the metadata server, list informa-
tion including information on locations of the plu-
rality of files stored in the file server and the
saved file stored in the save area based on the
information stored in the metadata repository;
and
transmitting, by the metadata server, the gener-
ated list information to the analysis server.

14. The file management method according to claim 12,
wherein the first step includes detecting that the one
of the plurality of files is to be removed from the file
server by receiving a notification that the one of the
plurality of files is to be removed transmitted from
the file server.

15. The file management method according to claim 14,
further including transmitting, by the file server, a no-
tification that at least one of the plurality of files has

been removed to the metadata server, one of in a
case of detecting that a predetermined number of
the plurality of files are to be removed from, and in
a case where a predetermined period of time has
elapsed since last transmission of the notification
that the one of the plurality of files is to be removed.

16. The file management method according to claim 12,
wherein the plurality of files include a plurality of piec-
es of data, and
wherein the first step includes:

determining, by the file server, whether removed
data is generated, being data to be removed
from the one of the plurality of files by the pre-
determined business processing executed by
the business server;
moving, by the file server, the removed data in-
cluded in the one of the plurality of files to the
second storage space, in a case where it is de-
termined that the removed data is generated;
and
storing, by the metadata server, the removed
data, which is stored in the second storage
space, as the saved file in the save area.

17. The file management method according to claim 16,
wherein the third step includes:

referring, by the metadata server, to the meta-
data repository to determine whether there is
the removed data corresponding to the file to be
read;
reading, by the metadata server, the file to be
read stored in the file server, in a case where it
is determined that there is the removed data cor-
responding to the file to be read;
restoring, by the metadata server, the file to be
read by obtaining the saved file corresponding
to the removed data stored in the save area and
overwriting the read file to be read with the re-
moved data obtained from the saved file; and
transmitting, by the metadata server, the re-
stored file to be read to the analysis server.

18. The file management method according to claim 12,
wherein the computer system further includes a
backup storage apparatus including a controller and
a plurality of storage media, for storing backup files
of the plurality of files stored in the file server,
wherein the first step includes determining, by the
metadata server, whether the backup storage appa-
ratus stores a backup file having the same content
as that of the one of the plurality of files to be re-
moved, in a case of detecting that the one of the
plurality of files stored in the file server is to be re-
moved by the predetermined business processing
executed by the business server, and
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wherein the second step includes storing, by the
metadata server, a location of the backup file as the
location of the saved file in the metadata repository,
in a case where it is determined that the backup stor-
age apparatus stores the backup file having the
same content as that of the one of the plurality of
files to be removed.

19. The file management method according to claim 11,
wherein the file server has a snapshot generating
function for generating a snapshot recording a status
of the file server at an arbitrary time point,
wherein the first step includes:

transmitting, by the metadata server, to the file
server, an instruction to generate a first snap-
shot recording a current status of the file server;
referring, by the metadata server, to the gener-
ated first snapshot to update the plurality of
piece of metadata stored in the metadata repos-
itory; and
extracting, by the metadata server, at least one
of the plurality of piece of metadata that is not
updated from the plurality of piece of metadata
to determine whether there is a file correspond-
ing to the extracted at least one of the plurality
of piece of metadata in the first snapshot, and

wherein the second step includes:

obtaining, by the metadata server, a second
snapshot that precedes the first snapshot in time
series, and obtaining the file corresponding to
the extracted at least one of the plurality of piece
of metadata from the second snapshot, in a case
where it is determined that there is no file cor-
responding to the extracted at least one of the
plurality of piece of metadata in the first snap-
shot; and
storing, by the metadata server, the obtained file
as the saved file in the save area.

20. A metadata server, comprising:

a processor;
a memory coupled to the processor;
a network interface coupled to the processor;
and
a local storage coupled to the processor, for
managing a plurality of piece of metadata of a
plurality of files stored in a file server coupled
via a network,
the metadata server being coupled to an analy-
sis server for executing predetermined analyti-
cal processing on the plurality of files, and a sav-
ing storage apparatus for storing at least one file
that is removed from the file server,
the memory storing a metadata management

program for managing the plurality of piece of
metadata, a file removal detection program for
detecting that the one of the plurality of files is
to be removed from the file server, a file save
program for moving the one of the plurality of
files to be removed from the file server to the
saving storage, and an inquiry processing pro-
gram for processing an inquiry request for the
plurality of files from the analysis server,
the local storage storing a metadata repository
including a metadata management table for
managing the plurality of piece of metadata of
the plurality of files, and a saved file manage-
ment table for managing the one of the plurality
of files stored in the save area,
the processor executing the metadata manage-
ment program obtaining the plurality of piece of
metadata of the plurality of files stored in the file
server to update the metadata management ta-
ble,
the processor executing the file removal detec-
tion program detecting that the one of the plu-
rality of files stored in the file server is to be re-
moved,
the processor executing the file save program
copying the one of the plurality of files as a saved
file in the saving storage apparatus,
the processor executing the file save program
storing information indicating a location of the
saved file in the saving storage apparatus, in the
saved file management table,
the processor executing the inquiry processing
program identifying, a location of a file to be read
in response to the inquiry request for the plurality
of files and generating a list including the iden-
tified location of the file to be read, in a case of
receiving the inquiry request for the plurality of
files,
the processor executing the inquiry processing
program transmitting the generated list to the
analysis server.
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