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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a golf club and more specifically, it relates to a structure of a golf club head
formed by integrally forming a face portion and a neck portion.

Background Technique

[0002] The head part of a golf club includes a face portion having a stroking surface and a neck portion connecting
this face portion with a shaft. While the face portion and the neck portion are integrally formed in a golf club head
manufactured by forging in general, the neck portion is so readily deformed in stroking that the neck portion must be
thickened and it is difficult to reduce mass distribution to the neck portion. Further, the face portion and the neck portion
are formed in different steps respectively and thereafter connected with each other. Therefore, strength on the con-
nected parts of the face portion and the neck portion is disadvantageously reduced.
[0003] To this end, the inventors have made deep study on the reason therefor, to recognize that metal flow lines
discontinue on the aforementioned connected parts. They have further investigated metal flow lines in various con-
ventional products, to find those shown in Figs. 20 to 24. In a golf club head shown in these figures, metal flow lines
3 partially continue on connected parts of a face portion 1 and a neck portion 2, and hence it is inferable that strength
on the connected parts improves.
[0004] Also in this example, however, the metal flow lines 3 are toward various directions on the face portion 1 as
shown in Fig. 21, and get inhomogeneous on the face portion 1. Therefore, hardness of the face portion 1 gets so
inhomogeneous as shown in Fig. 25 that strength varies with portions of the face and the thickness of the face must
be designed in response to a portion inferior in strength and disadvantageously hard to reduce.
[0005] US 3,825,991 discloses a metal golf club according to the preamble of claim 1. Further, US 3,825,991 discloses
a method of manufacturing a golf club iron head where a single billet of round bar is drawn to distribute the metal, then
the billet is bent and thereafter the billet is forged.
[0006] From Patent Abstracts of Japan corresponding to JP 09103523 a golf club head comprising a main body part
formed by an integrally formed hosel, a hitting surface and a sole is known wherein a main body part is beated or cold-
pressed so that a metal material flows from the hitting surface to the sole parts, subsequently to the outer periphery
of the main body part and finally to the hose part.

Disclosure of the Invention

[0007] The present invention has been proposed in order to solve the aforementioned problem. An object of the
present invention is provide a golf club having a wide sweet spot by rendering metal flow lines continuously extend
over a neck portion and a face portion and rendering the metal flow lines extend in a single direction on the face portion
thereby homogenizing hardness of the face portion while improving strength on the aforementioned connected parts
and reducing the thickness of the face or reducing the diameter of the neck for applying residual mass thereof to a
portion around the head.
[0008] The object is solved by a golf club according to claim 1. Further developments are given in the dependent
claims.
[0009] The golf club according to the present invention comprises a face portion having a stroking surface (ball hitting
surface) and a neck portion connecting the face portion with a shaft, and metal flow lines (grain flows) continue from
the neck portion to the face portion while the metal flow lines extend in a single direction on the face portion.
[0010] The metal flow lines thus continue from the neck portion to the face portion, whereby strength on the connected
parts of the neck portion and the face portion can be improved. Further, the metal flow lines extend in a single direction
on the face portion, whereby hardness of the face portion can be homogenized.
[0011] The aforementioned metal flow lines preferably extend in the aforementioned single direction on the stroking
surface. Further, the metal flow lines preferably extend along a plane parallel to the stroking surface. In addition, the
metal flow lines preferably extend from the neck portion in a direction toward a toe of the face portion.
[0012] The difference between the maximum value and the minimum value of Vickers hardness ((Hv) with a load of
2 kg) on a stroking portion of the aforementioned face portion is preferably not more than 30. Vickers hardness on the
stroking portion is preferably at least 130 and not more than 160. More preferably, Vickers hardness on the stroking
portion is at least 140 and not more than 160. The stroking portion refers to a surface portion of the face portion reaching
a prescribed depth from the stroking surface, which is a portion planned to stroke from the first.
[0013] The golf club according to the present invention comprises a face portion and a neck portion integrally formed
by bending a rod member reduced in sectional area by drawing plastic working and thereafter forging the rod member.



EP 1 175 923 B1

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

3

[0014] The inventors have recognized that a golf club manufactured by the aforementioned method attains the afore-
mentioned excellent effect.
[0015] A method of manufacturing the golf club according to the present invention comprises the following steps: A
rod member reduced in sectional area by drawing plastic working is subjected to bending. After this bending, the rod
member is subjected to forging for integrally forming a face portion and a neck portion.
[0016] Metal flow line density of a portion for defining the neck portion can be improved in the rod member, for
example, by performing drawing plastic working in the aforementioned manner. The rod member can be bent while
keeping the metal flow lines effective by performing bending on the rod member in this state. The face portion and the
neck portion can be integrally formed while keeping the metal flow lines effective to the maximum by forging the bent
rod member.
[0017] The aforementioned drawing plastic working is preferably performed to plastically work a first end of the rod
member to be smaller in sectional area than a second end while increasing metal flow line density on the first end of
the rod member. The aforementioned drawing plastic working may be performed by rolling an end of the rod member,
for example.
[0018] The aforementioned forging step preferably includes a first forging step of performing rough forging on the
rod member a plurality of times for approximating the shape of the rod member to a final shape while ensuring metal
flow lines and a second forging step of performing precision forging on a material obtained after the rough forging for
working the material into the final shape. Thus, forging can be performed while keeping the metal flow lines effective.
[0019] The neck portion is formed on a first end of the rod member subjected to drawing plastic working, and the
face portion is formed on a second end of the rod member.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0020]

Fig. 1 is a sectional view of a golf club head according to the present invention along a direction perpendicular to
a stroking surface.
Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the golf club head according to the present invention along a direction parallel to the
stroking surface.
Fig. 3 is a photograph showing a sectional structure of the golf club head according to the present invention along
the direction parallel to the stroking surface.
Fig. 4 is a photograph showing a sectional structure of a neck portion in the golf club head according to the present
invention.
Fig. 5 is a photograph showing a sectional structure of a face portion in the golf club head according to the present
invention.
Fig. 6A is a diagram showing hardness measuring positions on the face portion of the golf club head according to
the present invention.
Fig. 6B is a diagram showing hardness measurement results on the face portion of the golf club head according
to the present invention.
Fig. 7A is a diagram showing hardness measuring positions on the neck portion of the golf club head according
to the present invention.
Fig. 7B is a diagram showing hardness measurement results on the neck portion of the golf club head according
to the present invention.
Figs. 8 to 13B are diagrams showing first to sixth steps of manufacturing the golf club according to the present
invention.
Figs. 14 to 19 are sectional views of a material in the respective manufacturing steps.
Fig. 20 is a sectional view of a conventional golf club head along a direction perpendicular to a stroking surface.
Fig. 21 is a sectional view of the conventional golf club head along a direction parallel to the stroking surface.
Fig. 22 is a photograph showing a sectional structure of the conventional golf club head along the direction parallel
to the stroking surface.
Fig. 23 is a photograph showing a sectional structure of a neck portion in the conventional golf club head.
Fig. 24 is a photograph showing a sectional structure of a face portion in the conventional golf club head.
Fig. 25 illustrates hardness measurement results on the face portion of the conventional golf club head.
Fig. 26 illustrates hardness measurement results on the neck portion of the conventional golf club head.

Best Mode for Carrying out the Invention

[0021] An embodiment of the present invention is now described with reference to Figs. 1 to 19.



EP 1 175 923 B1

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

4

[0022] Figs. 1 and 2 are sectional views of a head portion in a golf club according to the present invention. Figs. 3
to 5 are photographs showing a sectional structure of the aforementioned head portion.
[0023] As shown in Figs. 1 to 5, the golf club according to the present invention comprises a face portion 1 having
a stroking surface and a neck portion 2 connecting this face portion 1 with a shaft. Metal flow lines 3 continue from the
neck portion 2 to the face portion 1, and these metal flow lines 3 extend in a single direction on the face portion 1. More
specifically, most parts of the metal flow lines 3 continuously extend from the neck portion 2 toward a toe 4 of the face
portion 1.
[0024] The metal flow lines 3 continue from the neck portion 2 to the face portion 1 as described above, whereby
strength on the connected parts of the face portion 1 and the neck portion 2 can be improved. In addition, the metal
flow lines 3 extend in the aforementioned single direction on the face portion 1, whereby hardness on the face portion
1 can be substantially homogenized.
[0025] In order to confirm such an effect, the inventors have compared Vickers hardness ((Hv) with a load of 2 kg)
on stroking portions of the face portions 1 in the inventive and conventional golf clubs. More specifically, they have
compared Vickers hardness on cutting planes in the case of cutting the face portions 1 along planes substantially
parallel to the stroking surfaces. Fig. 6B, Table 1, Fig. 25 and Table 2 show the results. Fig. 6A shows Vickers hardness
measuring positions.

[0026] While Vickers hardness is substantially homogeneous in the range of about 130 to about 160 (about 140 to
about 160 at the center of the face portion 1) in the present invention as shown in Fig. 6B and Table 1, it is understood
that dispersion of Vickers hardness in the prior art is larger than that in the present invention as shown in Fig. 25 and
Table 2.
[0027] In other words, it is understood that hardness on the stroking portion of the face portion 1 is more inhomoge-
neous in the prior art as compared with the present invention. This is inferably because the metal flow lines 3 on the
face portion 1 of the prior art are inhomogeneous.
[0028] The sizes of respective crystals were regular when observing the crystal structure of the face portion 1 while
the respective crystals were toward various directions when investigating crystal orientations of the respective crystals,
and it has been confirmed that the face portion 1 has homogeneous composition as a result.

Table 1

Invention: Vickers Hardness of Face Portion

A B C D E F G

1 142 129 153 147 140 141 133

2 144 140 145 146 141 143 144

3 148 140 149 142 143 139 148

4 147 140 147 151 147 151 144

5 143 149 156 152 141 139 148

6 151 148 149 148 142 149 158

7 149 147 151 147 142 147 146

Table 2

Prior Art: Vickers Hardness of Face Portion

A B C D E F G

1 138 142 164 157 171 176 177

2 143 135 151 146 167 173 172

3 157 143 133 155 150 160 170

4 159 136 138 132 142 149 155

5 143 139 136 135 138 149 141

6 138 143 135 141 137 134 141

7 135 132 135
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[0029] Hardness was measured also on the neck portions 2 of the golf clubs, and the results are now described. Fig.
7B and Table 3 show Vickers hardness measurement results on the neck portion 2 of the inventive golf club. Fig. 26
and Table 4 show Vickers hardness measurement results on the neck portion 2 of the conventional golf club. The
measurement results shown in these figures and tables are results on positions shown in Fig. 7A.

[0030] As shown in the aforementioned Fig. 7B, Table 3, Fig. 26 and Table 4, it is understood that the hardness of
the neck portion 2 of the inventive golf club is slightly higher than the hardness of the face portion 1 of the inventive
golf club although slightly lower than the prior art. This is inferably because a portion for defining the neck portion 2
was rolled in a material for improving the density of the metal flow lines 3 as described later.
[0031] Referring again to Fig. 1, the aforementioned metal flow lines 3 continuously extend in a single direction (the
direction from the neck portion 2 toward the toe 4) at least on the stroking surface of the face portion 1 and in the
vicinity thereof. In other words, the metal flow lines 3 extend in the aforementioned single direction in a layered manner
along the stroking surface of the face portion 1.
[0032] As hereinabove described, the golf club according to the present invention is devised to keep the metal flow
lines 3 effective to the maximum over the neck portion 2 and the face portion 1. The metal flow lines 3 continue not
only in the neck portion 2 and the face portion 1 but also on the surfaces thereof. Thus, the hardness of the face portion
1 can be homogenized while relatively highly keeping the hardness of the neck portion 2 and the face portion 1 as
described above.
[0033] A method of manufacturing the golf club according to the present invention and a sectional structure of a
material in each step are now described with reference to Figs. 8 to 19.
[0034] First, a rod member 5 consisting of carbon steel or the like subjected to drawing plastic working for reducing
the sectional area of a first end is prepared as shown in Fig. 8. This drawing plastic working can be performed by rolling
the first end of the rod member 5 with a roll, for example. At this time, attention is so given that metal flow lines 3 of
the rod member 5 shown in Fig. 14 are not discontinuous.
[0035] The density of the metal flow lines 3 on the first end of the rod member 5 can be improved as shown in Fig.
15 by performing drawing plastic working on the first end of the rod member 5 in the aforementioned manner. A neck
portion 2 is formed on the first end while a face portion 1 is formed on a second end. Therefore, it is inferable that the
density of the metal flow lines 3 on the neck portion 2 is higher than the density of the metal flow lines 3 on the face
portion 1.
[0036] Processing other than the aforementioned rolling can be employed if capable of plastically working the first

Table 3

Invention: Vickers Hardness of Neck Portion

A B C

1 149 143 144

2 151 129 164

3 147 141 159

4 128 131 159

5 161 146 150

6 160 146 154

Table 4

Prior Art: Vickers Hardness of Neck Portion

A B C

1 148 176 138

2 152 165 138

3 164 164 141

4 165 160 142

5 151 157 149

6 157 155 150
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end of the rod member 5 and reducing the sectional area of the rod member 5.
[0037] Then, the rod member 5 is bent as shown in Figs. 9 and 16. Thereafter rough forging is performed in three
stages, as shown in Fig. 10A and 10B to 12A and 12B. This rough forging is performed in a mold with a hammer of 1 ton.
[0038] As shown in Figs. 17 to 19, substantially complete metal flow lines 3 can be ensured in the material by plas-
tically working the rod member 5 stepwise. More specifically, it is possible to render the metal flow lines 3 continuously
extend from the neck portion 2 toward the face portion 1 while rendering these metal flow lines 3 extended along the
stroking surface in a layered manner on the face portion 1.
[0039] As shown in Figs. 12A and 12B, the rod member 5 can be deformed into a shape close to a final shape due
to this rough forging in three stages, whereby a final golf club head can be formed by performing only precision forging
described later. Therefore, no machining may be added in a final stage but the metal flow lines 3 can be prevented
from partial cutting.
[0040] Then, trimming is performed followed by precision forging as final finishing for forming portions such as scoring
lines, as shown in Figs. 13A and 13B. It follows that a golf club head comprising the face portion 1 and the neck portion
2 integrally formed while ensuring substantially complete metal flow lines 3 is obtained through the aforementioned
steps. A golf club is manufactured with this golf club head.
[0041] Although the above embodiment has been described with reference to the case of applying the present in-
vention to an iron club, the idea of the present invention is also applicable to a face for a wood club. The face for a
wood club can be manufactured by forging a material properly adjusted in diameter and length, for example.
[0042] Although the embodiment of the present invention has been illustrated as described above, the embodiment
disclosed this time is to be considered illustrative in all points and not restrictive. The scope of the present invention
is defined by the scope of the appended claims.

Industrial Availability

[0043] The present invention can be effectively applied to a golf club.

Claims

1. A metal golf club comprising:

a face portion (1) having a stroking surface; and
a neck portion (2) formed integrally with said face portion and connecting said face portion (1) with a shaft,
characterized in that
metal flow lines (3) continue from said neck portion (2) to said face portion (1), and said metal flow lines (3)
extend in a single direction on said face portion (1) along a direction from said neck portion (2) toward a toe
(4) of said face portion (1).

2. The golf club according to claim 1, wherein said metal flow lines (3) extend in said single direction on said stroking
surface.

3. The golf club according to claim 2, wherein said metal flow lines (3) extend along a plane parallel to said stroking
surface.

4. The golf club according to claim 1, wherein the difference between the maximum value and the minimum value of
Vickers hardness (Hv) on a stroking portion of said face portion (1) is not more than 30.

5. The golf club according to claim 4, wherein Vickers hardness on said stroking portion is at least 130 and not more
than 160.

6. The golf club according to claim 4, wherein Vickers hardness on said stroking portion is at least 140 and not more
than 160.

Patentansprüche

1. Ein Metallgolfschläger mit
einem Stirnabschnitt (1) mit einer Schlagfläche und
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einem Nackenabschnitt (2), der integral mit dem Stirnabschnitt ausgebildet ist und den Stirnabschnitt mit
einem Schaft verbindet,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
Metallflusslinien (3) von dem Nackenabschnitt (2) zu dem Stirnabschnitt (1) durchgehen und
die Metallflusslinien (3) sich auf dem Stirnabschnitt entlang einer Richtung von dem Nackenabschnitt (2) zu.

einer Spitze (4) des Stirnabschnitts (1) in einer einzigen Richtung erstrecken.

2. Der Golfschläger nach Anspruch 1, bei dem
die Metallflusslinien (3) sich auf der Schlagfläche in der einzigen Richtung erstrecken.

3. Der Golfschläger nach Anspruch 2, bei dem
die Metallflusslinien (3) sich entlang einer Ebene parallel zu der Schlagfläche erstrecken.

4. Der Golfschläger nach Anspruch 1, bei dem
der Unterschied zwischen dem Maximalwert und dem Minimalwert der Vickers-Härte (Hv) auf einem Schlag-

abschnitt der Stirnfläche nicht mehr als 30 ist.

5. Der Golfschläger nach Anspruch 4, bei dem
die Vickers-Härte (Hv) auf dem Schlagabschnitt mindestens 130 und höchstens 160 ist.

6. Der Golfschläger nach Anspruch 4, bei dem
die Vickers-Härte (Hv) auf dem Schlagabschnitt mindestens 140 und höchstens 160 ist.

Revendications

1. Club de golf en métal comprenant :

une partie de face (1) ayant une surface de frappe, et une partie de col (2) formée d'une seule pièce avec
ladite partie de face et reliant ladite partie de face (1) à un manche, caractérisé en ce que
des lignes de coulée de métal (3) continuent de ladite partie de col (2) jusqu'à ladite partie de face (1), et
lesdites lignes de coulée de métal (3) s'étendent dans une seule direction sur ladite partie de face (1) le long
d'une direction à partir de ladite partie de col (2) jusqu'à un bout (4) de ladite partie de face (1).

2. Club de golf selon la revendication 1, dans lequel lesdites lignes de coulée de métal (3) s'étendent dans ladite
seule direction sur ladite surface de frappe.

3. Club de golf selon la revendication 2, dans lequel lesdites lignes de coulée de métal (3) s'étendent le long d'un
plan parallèle à ladite surface de frappe.

4. Club de golf selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la différence entre la valeur maximale et la valeur minimale de
la dureté Vickers sur une partie de frappe de ladite partie de face (1) n'est pas supérieure à 30.

5. Club de golf selon la revendication 4, dans lequel la dureté Vickers sur ladite partie de frappe est d'au moins 130
et pas supérieure à 160.

6. Club de golf selon la revendication 4, dans lequel la dureté Vickers sur ladite partie de frappe est d'au moins 140
et pas supérieure à 160.
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