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Description

Technical field of the invention

[0001] This invention relates to a tool intended for chip
removing machining according to the preamble of the
appended claim 1.

Background to the invention

[0002] During chip removing machining, such as turn-
ing or drilling, problems often arise with vibration, spe-
cially in cases where the length of the shank or the tool
is at least 4-5 times larger than the diameter thereof.
One type of vibration is bending vibration, the shank be-
ing bent to and fro and submitted to bending deforma-
tions. This phenomenon constitutes a common prob-
lem, for instance during turning, specially internal turn-
ing, where the shank in the form of a boring bar has to
be long in order to reach the workpiece, at the same
time as the diameter of the bar is limited by the dimen-
sion of the hole in which machining is carried out. During
such drilling, turning and milling operations, where the
distance to the workpiece is large, extension units are
used, which frequently cause bending vibration leading
not only to deteriorated dimensional accuracy and irreg-
ularities in the workpiece, but also to reduced service
life of the milling cutter and its cutting insert or the ma-
chining element thereof.
[0003] Another type of vibration is torsional vibration,
the shank being turned or screwed to and fro around the
longitudinal axis thereof during which shear strain is cre-
ated. Such vibration arises, for instance, during drilling,
specially at higher speed. Also torsional vibration leads
to a poorer quality of the machined surface, as well as
reduced service life of tools and cutting inserts. An im-
portant nuisance is also the working environment prob-
lem which torsional vibrations give rise to, in that a shrill
noise is generated during rotation.

Prior art

[0004] Dampening of vibrations in tools for chip re-
moving machining has previously taken place by pure
mechanical dampening, the shank being formed with a
cavity in which a mass of, for instance, counter-vibrating
heavy metal is applied. In doing so, the weight and the
position of the mass is tuned in order to bring about
dampening of the vibration within a certain range of fre-
quencies. The cavity is then filled with a viscous liquid,
e.g. oil, and is plugged. However, this technique works
tolerably well only in those cases where the length of
the shank is approx. 4-10 times longer than the diameter
thereof. In addition to this limitation, the pure mechanical
dampening has an obvious disadvantage inasmuch as
the range of frequencies within which the dampening
acts is very limited. An additional nuisance consists of
the weakening of the structural strength, which the cav-

ity formed in the shank entails.
[0005] In entirely different technology areas, a devel-
opment of more efficient, adaptive dampening tech-
niques, has been started with the utilization of, among
other things, piezo-elements. A piezo-element consists
of a material, most often of a ceramic type, which on
compression or strain in a certain direction - the direction
of polarization - generates an electric field in this direc-
tion. The piezo-element is usually in the shape of a rec-
tangular plate with a direction of polarization, which is
parallel to the major axis of the plate. By connecting the
piezo-element to an electrical circuit, including a control
module, and compressing or elongating the piezo-ele-
ment in the direction of polarization, an electric current
will be generated and flow in the circuit, electric resistive
components included in the control module releasing
heat according to known physics. In doing so, vibration
energy is converted to thermal energy, whereby a pas-
sive dampening, but not totally neutralizing effect on the
vibration is obtained. What is more, by forming the con-
trol module with a suitable combination of resistive and
reactive components, so called shunts, selected fre-
quencies may be brought to be dampened particularly
effectively. Such frequencies are advantageously the so
called "eigenvalue" frequencies of the exposed eigen-
modes of the object in question, which are the ones that
are especially excited.
[0006] Conversely, a piezo-element may be com-
pressed or elongated by the fact that an electric voltage
is applied over the piezo-element, and this may be used
as a control device or operating device (actuator). This
may, then be used for an active vibration reduction by
the fact that the polarity of the applied electric voltage
is chosen in such a way that the mechanical stress of
the operating device acts in the opposite direction, as
an external, mechanical stress, the emergence of vibra-
tion being suppressed by the fact that other kinetic en-
ergy, for instance energy of rotation, is not permitted to
translate into vibration energy. The synchronization of
the applied electric voltage in respect to the external me-
chanical tension, the effect of which should be counter-
acted, is then carried out by the fact that a feedback sig-
nal from a deformation sensitive sensor is fed to a con-
trol means in the form of a logical control circuit, e.g. a
programmable microprocessor, in which the signal is
processed to almost instantaneously control the electric
voltage applied over the operating device. The control
function, i.e. the relation between the input signal from
the sensor and the output voltage, may then be made
very complex. A self-learning system for adaptation to
varying conditions is, for instance, feasible. The sensor
may consist of a separate, deformation sensitive device,
e.g. a second piezo-element, or be common with the op-
erating device.
[0007] Examples of realized applications and current
development areas for utilization of piezo-elements in
vibration dampening purposes are described in Me-
chanical Engineering, Nov 1995, p. 76-81. Thus, skis for
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alpine skiing (K2 Four ski, K2 Corp., USA) have been
equipped with piezo-element with the purpose of re-
pressing undesired vibration, which otherwise decreas-
es the contact with the ground and thereby reduces the
skier's prospect of a stable and controlled skiing. Fur-
thermore, applications such as increased wing stability
of aeroplanes, improved comfort in motor vehicles, sup-
pression of vibrations in rotor blades and shafts of heli-
copters, vibration reduction of machining platforms for
flexible manufacture, and increased hit precision of mil-
itary weapons are mentioned. In data sheets from Active
Control experts (ACX) Inc., USA (manufacturer ofpiezo-
elements) vibration reduction of snowboards and, in
general, of machine tools is also mentioned.
[0008] JP-A-63-180 401 is considered to represent
the closest prior art and discloses a tool for chip remov-
ing machining according to the preamble of claim 1.

Objects and features of the invention

[0009] The present invention aims at managing the
shortcomings of previously known tools for chip remov-
ing machining mentioned in the introduction and at pro-
viding a tool with an improved vibration dampening.
Thus, a primary object of the invention is to provide a
robust tool with the ability to efficiently dampening of vi-
brations over a wide range of frequencies, for instance
where the length of the shank is 3-15 times larger than
the diameter thereof, preferably approx. 4-6 times long-
er than the diameter thereof. It is also an object to pro-
vide a tool for chip removing machining having a longer
service life for the tool itself as well as the cutting ele-
ment thereof, compared to previously known tools. Ad-
ditional objects of the tool are that the use thereof should
lead to an increased quality of the surface of the ma-
chined workpiece and to an improved working environ-
ment by reduction of high frequency noise.
[0010] According to the invention, at least the primary
object is attained by the features defined in the charac-
terizing part of claim 1.

Brief Description of the Appended Drawings

[0011] In the drawings:

Fig 1 is a schematic side view of a long narrow
body in the form of a tool shank during bend-
ing deformation during turning (1st reso-
nance frequency),

Fig 2 is a graph showing the bending moment in
the body,

Fig 3 is a side view of a cross sectional end por-
tion of the body adjacent to a clamping end
so as to illustrate the tension proportional to
strain in the body during bending deforma-
tion,

Fig 4 is a transparent perspective view of a tool
shank according to the invention,

Fig 5 is a perspective view of a bar extender for
milling tools formed with circular cross-sec-
tion,

Figs 6-8 are perspective views of tool shanks with
quadratic cross-sections and in different al-
ternative embodiments, and

Fig 9 is a perspective view of a tool for active vi-
bration dampening mounted in a carrier.

Brief description of general deformation cases

[0012] In figs 1-3, deformation cases during which os-
cillations or vibrations may arise are shown schemati-
cally.
[0013] In fig 1, a long narrow body is illustrated which
may consist of a tool or a shank of a tool. The body 1
has a clamping end 2 and a free, outer end 3. The body
has an external surface 4, which may consist of an en-
velope surface if the body is cylindrical. It may also in-
clude a plurality of plane surfaces if the body has a po-
lygonal, e.g. square cross-sectional shape. The body 1
may have an arbitrary cross-sectional shape, however,
most are usually circular or square. In fig 1, numeral 5
designates a part in which the body 1 is clamped, the
body extending console-like from the clamping part. In
fig 1, the body 1 is shown in a state when it has been
deformed in a first bending eigenmode.
Furthermore, a graph is shown in fig 2, which illustrates
how the bending moment Mb in this case varies along
the body. As is seen in the graph, a largest bending mo-
ment, and thus a largest strain, arises at or near the
clamping end 2. The same is valid for all lower modes,
which are normally dominating energy-wise during
bending vibration of tools for chip removing machining.
In fig 3, a portion of the body 1 deformed by deflection
in fig 1 is shown in the area of the clamping end. In doing
so, how the strain at bending deformation varies in the
cross-direction of the body (the strain is highly exagger-
ated for illustrative reasons) is illustrated. As is seen in
the figure, the largest strains are obtained at the enve-
lope or outer surface 4 of the body.

Detailed description of preferred embodiments of the
invention

[0014] In fig 4, a fundamental design of a long narrow
tool or shank 1 is shown schematically in which two flat-
shaped, rectangular piezo-elements 8 are fastened on
opposite, longitudinal plane surfaces 4 of the shank
formed with square cross-section. The piezo-elements
8 are placed in the area near the clamping end 2 of the
shank. At the outer end 3 thereof, the shank has a ma-
chining element in the form of a cutting insert 9. Thus,
the piezo-elements 8 are positioned in an area where
the largest strain occurs at bending deformation as well
as torsional deformation. Although this location is pre-
ferred, other locations are also feasible. Furthermore,
the piezo-elements 8 are oriented with the major faces
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thereof essentially parallel to the plane surfaces 4 of the
shank and with the major axes essentially parallel to the
length extension of the shank 2, and the piezo-elements
8 during bending vibration will be deformed whilst re-
taining a rectangular shape, while the same at torsional
vibration will be deformed to a rhombic shape. The di-
rection of polarization of the flat-shaped, rectangular pi-
ezo-elements is here, and in the following, assumed to
be parallel to the major axes of the same, although an-
other shape as well as another direction of polarization
is feasible. Thereby, the piezo-elements act, at the ori-
entation in question of the same, most efficiently for
dampening of bending vibration, since the same in this
case undergo a maximum average deformation along
the direction of polarization.
[0015] The relationship between the size of the piezo-
elements 8 and the size of the shank in fig 4 and the
following figures should not be understood as limiting,
but are only selected in order to make the exemplified
location and orientation of the piezo-elements clear. The
number of piezo-elements and their orientation shown
in the figures should not be regarded as limiting but only
as exemplifying. Neither need a plurality of piezo-ele-
ments formed on the shank have the similar location,
size, shape or orientation. The number of piezo-ele-
ments may vary, but should, however, for reasons of bal-
ance, amount to at least two.
[0016] In fig 5, an embodiment is shown according to
which the body 1 consists of a bar extension with a cir-
cular cross-section intended for milling tools. In this
case, a cutting machining element 9 in the form of an
edge formed adjacent to a chip pocket 10 at the free end
3 of the bar extension. A piezo-element 8 is attached to
the envelope surface 4 of the bar extension in an area
near the clamping end 2. The major axis of the piezo-
element is parallel to the length extension of the bar ex-
tender. Consequently, with this orientation the piezo-el-
ement 9 acts most efficiently for dampening of bending
vibration also here.
[0017] For a simultaneous dampening of bending and
torsional vibrations, the shank of the tool is advanta-
geously formed with a plurality ofpiezo-elements of
which some are oriented with the long sides thereof es-
sentially parallel to the length extension of the shank,
while other are oriented at approx. 45° angle. Alterna-
tively, one or more piezo-elements have other orienta-
tions between these orientations in order to individually
achieve sensitivity for both bending and torsional vibra-
tions.
[0018] Piezo-elements are usually fragile, especially
those of a ceramic type. Therefore, in demanding envi-
ronments they should have some form of protection to
achieve an acceptable service life. In figs 6-8, a tool
shank with a quadratic cross-section is shown, the pie-
zo-elements 8 being attached and protected in alterna-
tive ways. In all cases, the piezo-elements are placed
in an area near the clamping part 5 (this one may consist
of a conventional clamping in which the tool is detach-

ably mounted). In fig 6, the piezo-element 8 is mounted
in a recess 11 and advantageously covered by a protec-
tive coat, for instance of epoxy type. In fig 7, the piezo-
element is assumed to be mounted in the countersink
11 and covered by a stiff lid 12. In fig 8, the piezo-ele-
ment 8 is mounted, e.g. fixed by cement, on the outside
of the shank. These alternatives should only be seen as
examples of which the ones shown in fig 6 and 7 are
preferred. It will be appreciated that the same type of
protection for the piezo-elements is independent of the
cross-section shape of the tool shank.
[0019] According to the invention, the piezo-elements
may co-operate with means for electric control or steer-
ing of the same. In fig 9 an example is shown of how the
tool 1 has been formed with such control means. In this
case, the tool is mounted in a carrier 13.
[0020] Fig 9 illustrates a control means for active
dampening in the form of a detached logical control cir-
cuit 16, e.g. a programmable microprocessor, for sepa-
rate or common control of (via the schematically shown
electric connection 15) the voltage applied over the pi-
ezo-element 8. In practice, the connection 15 may in this
case comprise collector shoes or the like. Even if the
piezo-elements 8 in the embodiment exemplified in fig
9 for active dampening at the same time act as both op-
erating devices and sensors, it is feasible to achieve
these two functions by separate operating device and
sensors, the sensors do not need to consist of piezo-
elements. Although the exemplified location of the logi-
cal control circuit 16, is preferred, also other locations
are feasible.
[0021] A robust tool for chip removing machining with
the ability to active dampening of bending vibrations
over a wide range of frequencies is provided by the in-
vention. Furthermore, a tool is provided which, on the
one hand, presents a longer service life for the tool itself
as well as the cutting or machining elements thereof
and, on the other hand, brings about an increased qual-
ity of the surface on the machined workpiece. In addi-
tion, an improved working environment is attained
through the reduction of high frequency noise in com-
parison with previously known tools.

Feasible modifications of the invention

[0022] The invention is not solely restricted to the em-
bodiments and applications described and shown in the
drawings. Thus, it is feasible to, by active control of the
piezo-elements, introduce or reinforce vibrations if
these are desirable, e.g. during chip breaking. Relatively
large amplitudes may be obtained for introduced or re-
inforced vibrations with frequencies near the eigenvalue
frequencies of the tool.

Claims

1. Tool for chip removing machining including a shank
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(1) having a clamping end (2) and having a cutting
insert (9) at an opposite end, plus a number of pie-
zo-elements (8) having the purpose of dampening
vibrations therein, characterized in that a pair of
co-operating, flat-shaped piezo-elements (8) with
lengths that are shorter than that of the shank, are
placed on diametrically opposing sides of the shank
in an area adjacent to the region where the shank
is to be secured in the machine (2), more exactly in
a position close to external surface of the shank,
whereby the direction of polarization of the piezo-
elements is substantially parallel to the longitudinal
axis of the shank (1) in order that the two piezo-el-
ements (8) together can primarily dampen the
bending vibrations of the shank , and wherein the
piezo-elements (8) are actively controllable through
the application of a voltage from a source of elec-
tricity via a control device in the form of a logical
control circuit (16).

Patentansprüche

1. Werkzeug für spanabhebende Bearbeitung mit ei-
nem Schaft (1) mit einem Klemmende (2) und mit
einem Schneideinsatz (9) am entgegengesetzten
Ende plus einer Anzahl von Piezoelementen (8) mit
dem Zweck einer Dämpfung von Vibrationen darin,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daß ein Paar von zu-
sammenarbeitenden flachgeformten Piezoelemen-
ten (8) mit Längen, die kürzer als jene des Schaftes
sind, an diametral einander gegenüberliegenden
Seiten des Schaftes in einem Bereich nahe dem,
wo der Schaft in der Maschine zu befestigen ist (2),
genauer in einer Position nahe der äußeren Ober-
fläche des Schaftes angeordnet sind, wobei die Po-
larisierungsrichtung der Piezoelemente im wesent-
lichen parallel zu der Längsachse des Schaftes (1)
ist, damit die beiden Piezoelemente (8) miteinander
primär die Biegeschwingungen des Schaftes dämp-
fen können, und worin die Piezoelemente (8) durch
die Anwendung einer Spannung von einer Elektri-
zitätsquelle über eine Steuereinrichtung in der
Form eines Verknüpfungssteuerungsschaltkreises
aktiv steuerbar sind.

Revendications

1. Outil d'usinage par enlèvement de copeaux com-
prenant un fût (1) ayant une extrémité de serrage
(2) et ayant une plaquette de coupe (9) à une ex-
trémité opposée, plus un certain nombre d'élé-
ments piézo (8) dans le but d'y amortir les vibra-
tions, caractérisé par le fait qu'une paire d'élé-
ments piézo de forme aplatie coopérants (8), de
longueurs plus courtes que celle du fût, est placée
sur des côtés diamétralement opposés du fût dans

une zone adjacente à la région dans laquelle le fût
est à fixer dans la machine (2), plus exactement
dans une position proche de la surface externe du
fût, de sorte que la direction de polarisation des élé-
ments piézo est sensiblement parallèle à l'axe lon-
gitudinal du fût (1) afin que les deux éléments piézo
(8) ensemble puissent d'abord amortir les vibrations
de flexion du fût, et dans lequel les éléments piézo
(8) peuvent être commandés de façon active par
application d'une tension provenant d'une source
électrique via un dispositif de commande sous la
forme d'un circuit de commande logique (16).
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