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Description

[0001] The invention relates generally to transducers
for magnetically sensing position of a first component
relative to a second component. More particularly, the
invention relates to a system and method of magnetically
sensing the position of a piston rod moving relative to a
cylinder based on information recorded in a magnetic film
on the piston rod.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Various industrial and mobile applications use
hydraulic cylinders to control the movement and position
of machinery. In general, these cylinders include a cyl-
inder barrel within which a piston is arranged for recip-
rocating motion along an axis. A piston rod is secured at
one end to the piston. The piston rod extends out of one
end of the cylinder barrel along the axis of motion. The
end of the piston rod that is external to the cylinder barrel
is coupled directly or indirectly to a machine component.
The piston divides the cylinder barrel into separate cham-
bers. Fluid entering one of the chambers causes the pis-
ton and, thus, the piston rod to move relative to the hous-
ing. This movement of the piston rod drives the move-
ment of the machine component.
[0003] Precise control of the position of the piston is
generally fundamental to controlling the operation of the
machinery. Measuring the position or velocity of the pis-
ton relative to the cylinder is often needed to achieve
such control using conventional feedback control tech-
niques. Accordingly, industry has produced various me-
chanical, magnetic, acoustic, and optical techniques for
detecting the instantaneous position of the moving piston
or piston rod.
[0004] Many position detection systems are expen-
sive, cumbersome, or difficult to mount on the cylinder.
Further, position detection systems for hydraulic cylin-
ders often operate in harsh environments caused by in-
ternal conditions, such as pressurized fluid that drives
the motion of the piston, and external conditions, such
as dust and debris. Some types of position detection sys-
tems, such as Linear Variable Differential Transformers
(LVDTs) and linear scales, can be unreliable or easily
damaged in a harsh environment.
[0005] Some techniques entail encoding piston rod po-
sitions on the position rod itself, and reading the encoded
positions as the piston rod moves past a reference point,
using a reading technique, e.g., optical, magnetic, me-
chanical, suited to the particular type of encoding. Some
known techniques cut grooves, etch recesses, or marks
in the rod. Such modifications, however, can adversely
affect the rod’s strength. Another known technique, de-
scribed in the UK Patent Application No. GB 2 096 421,
is to encode the position information magnetically in the
rod material of the piston rod. In this UK patent applica-
tion, the piston rod is constructed of steel and can be
magnetized. However, this rod material is magnetically

"soft." Magnetically soft material has low coercivity, which
is a measure of difficulty for magnetically encoding and
erasing information in that material. Thus, the position
information encoded in rod material with low coercivity
is subject to accidental erasure or alteration.
DE10020764 discloses an arrangement having a sensor
connected to one part for detecting structured magnetic
markings on the other part so that the magnetic flux varies
with the structure of the markings, resulting in generation
of electrical signal that are evaluated. The part that moves
with respect to the sensor has an information medium
extending at least partly over the stroke of the piston with
a magnetised code for position measurement independ-
ent of its spatial shape. DE10246573 discloses a meas-
urement device with at least one magnetic element and
at least one sensor element designed and arranged to
evaluate/analyze the magnetic field strength of the (mag-
netic) DC circuit formed as a result of the magnetic ele-
ment, and the first and second components, specifically
a piston and a cylinder. In JP05172504 there is described
a magnetic encoder comprising a rod comprising a round
bar with a surface treatment applied. In US6307365 there
is described a method for determining position and/or
direction of a target comprising providing an array of an
even number N of magnetic sensors with a sensor spac-
ing x.

GENERAL

[0006] In one aspect the invention provides an appa-
ratus, comprising: a cylinder; a piston rod movably cou-
pled to the cylinder for movement with respect thereto;
a magnetically hard layer formed on a surface of the pis-
ton rod to provide a recording medium, information being
magnetically recorded in a plurality of regions of the mag-
netically hard layer to provide an encoding scheme for
determining a position of the piston rod relative to the
cylinder; a first plurality of magnetic field sensors posi-
tioned over one or more tracks of magnetically recorded
regions to sense the magnetically recorded regions while
the piston rod moves with respect to the cylinder; and a
second plurality of magnetic field sensors for sensing am-
bient fields near the first plurality of magnetic field sensors
for use in performing common-mode rejection.
[0007] The apparatus may further comprise a write
head positioned over a track of magnetically recorded
regions for dynamically repairing damaged or erased
magnetically recorded regions detected by the first plu-
rality of magnetic field sensors. The apparatus may fur-
ther comprise a power source supplying electrical power
to the pluralities of magnetic field sensors and associated
read-head electronics when the apparatus is off so that
the magnetic field sensors can continue to sense move-
ment of the piston rod with respect to the cylinder while
the apparatus is off. The piston rod may be made of a
ferromagnetic material and the magnetically hard layer
is disposed adjacent to an outer surface of the ferromag-
netic material without any intervening non-magnetic lay-
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er, and wherein the plurality of regions of the magnetically
hard layer are longitudinally recorded. The apparatus
may further comprise a flux concentrator near each mag-
netic field sensor of the first plurality of magnetic field
sensors, to improve sensing of the magnetized regions
of the magnetically hard layer. The apparatus may further
comprise means for computing and storing positional in-
formation based on output signals produced by the plu-
ralities of magnetic field sensors, wherein the positional
information can be displayed or used to control move-
ment or position of a machine or of a component thereof.
The information may be magnetized perpendicularly
within the recording medium provided by the magnetical-
ly hard layer.
[0008] In another embodiment of the invention, there
may be provided a method for sensing a position of a
piston rod moving relative to a cylinder, the method com-
prising: forming a magnetically hard layer on the piston
rod to provide a recording medium for storing information;
magnetically recording information at a plurality of re-
gions of the magnetically hard layer; reading, by a first
plurality of magnetic field sensors, one or more tracks of
the magnetically recorded regions to sense the magnet-
ically recorded regions while the piston rod moves with
respect to the cylinder; and sensing, by a second plurality
of magnetic field sensors, ambient fields near the first
plurality of magnetic field sensors while the piston rod
moves with respect to the cylinder; and performing com-
mon-mode rejection to negate an effect of the ambient
fields on the reading of the magnetized recording regions
by the first plurality of magnetic field sensors.
[0009] The method may further comprise positioning
a write head over one of the one or more tracks of mag-
netically recorded regions to dynamically repair dam-
aged or erased magnetically recorded regions detected
by the first plurality of magnetic field sensors. The method
may further comprise supplying electrical power to the
pluralities of magnetic field sensors and associated read-
head electronics so that the magnetic field sensors can
continue to sense movement of the piston rod with re-
spect to the cylinder although a machine having the pis-
ton and cylinder is off. The piston rod may be made of a
ferromagnetic material and the magnetically hard layer
is disposed adjacent to an outer surface of the ferromag-
netic material without any intervening non-magnetic lay-
er, and wherein the step of magnetically recording infor-
mation at a plurality of regions of the magnetically hard
layer includes longitudinally magnetizing the information
within the recording medium provided by the magnetical-
ly hard layer. The method may further comprise concen-
trating flux near each magnetic field sensors of the first
plurality of magnetic field sensors to improve the reading
of magnetically recorded regions. The method may fur-
ther comprise computing and storing positional informa-
tion based on output signals produced by the pluralities
of magnetic field sensors, wherein the positional infor-
mation can be displayed or used to control movement or
position of a machine or of a component thereof. The

step of magnetically recording information at a plurality
of regions of the magnetically hard layer may comprise
perpendicularly magnetizing the information within the
recording medium provided by the magnetically hard lay-
er.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] The above and further advantages of this inven-
tion may be better understood by referring to the following
description in conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ings, in which like numerals indicate like structural ele-
ments and features in various figures. The drawings are
not necessarily to scale, emphasis instead being placed
upon illustrating the principles of the invention.

FIG. 1 is a cross-section view of an embodiment of
a cylinder, including a piston, a piston rod, a mag-
netically hard layer on the piston rod, and a flux-sens-
ing apparatus adjacent the magnetically hard layer.
FIG. 2 is a cross-section view of the cylinder illus-
trating one embodiment of the flux-sensing appara-
tus having a plurality of spatially separated read sen-
sors for reading information magnetically recorded
in the magnetically hard layer.
FIG. 3 is a cross-section view of the cylinder illus-
trating another embodiment of the flux-sensing ap-
paratus having redundant tracks of spatially sepa-
rated read sensors.
FIG. 4 is a diagrammatic top view of an embodiment
of a flux-sensing apparatus with a plurality of serially
positioned read sensors and a radially positioned
read sensor for sensing rotational movement of the
piston rod.
FIG. 5 is a diagrammatic side view of still another
embodiment of the flux-sensing apparatus, including
a read sensor for sensing ambient fields, the read
sensor being disposed at a greater distance from the
magnetically hard layer than the spatially separated
read sensors that read the information magnetically
recorded in the magnetically hard layer.
FIG. 6 is a diagrammatic top view of an embodiment
of a flux-sensing apparatus with a read sensor for
reading information magnetically recorded in the
magnetically hard layer and flux concentrator for col-
lecting and directing flux to the read sensor.

[0011] FIG. 7A and FIG. 7B are simplistic diagrammat-
ic views of two techniques for magnetically recording in-
formation in the magnetically hard layer on the piston rod.
[0012] FIGs. 8A-8D are cross-sectional views of layer
geometries for different embodiments of piston rod con-
struction, each embodiment having a magnetic film that
provides a recording medium for magnetically recording
information.
[0013] FIG. 9 is a diagram of an embodiment of write
head for magnetically recording information in the mag-
netically hard layer.
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[0014] FIG. 10A is a diagram of a rod coated with a
magnetically hard layer having a plurality of magnetized
regions that provide a relative encoding scheme for use
in determining the position of the rod.
[0015] FIG. 10B is a diagram of a rod with a magneti-
cally hard layer having a plurality of magnetized rings
around the circumference of the rod that provide a relative
encoding scheme for use in determining the position of
the rod.
[0016] FIG. 10C is a diagram of a rod with a magneti-
cally hard layer having regions encoded to provide an
absolute encoding scheme in combination with a relative
encoding scheme.
[0017] FIG. 10D is a diagram of a rod with a magneti-
cally hard layer having regions encoded in a checker-
board pattern to provide axial and radial magnetic tran-
sitions along the rod.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0018] In general, there features of a position-sensing
system for magnetically sensing position, distance
traveled, velocity, acceleration, and direction of motion
of a first component with respect to a second component
are described herein. In general, components are parts
or elements of a system or of an assembly, examples of
which include, but are not limited to, machines, equip-
ment (e.g., backhoes), vehicles (e.g., tractors), tools, and
conveyors. Systems that can embody the invention in-
clude, but are not limited to, hydraulic systems, pneu-
matic systems, vibration and shock damper systems, and
measurement systems for precision machinery. Various
vehicular or machine data buses can employ the inven-
tion to provide open-loop sensing, closed-loop feedback
system control, or combinations thereof. Other types of
positioning systems, such as GPS (Global Positioning
Systems), can integrate functionality for detecting the lo-
cation and distance of a machine with the functionality
of the position-sensing system for detecting and control-
ling the machine’s motion.
[0019] The position-sensing system may comprise a
piston rod (or cylinder rod) that moves relative to an ac-
tuating cylinder. In accordance with the principles of the
invention, a physically and magnetically hard material
coats a portion of the piston rod. With the use of standard
magnetic recording techniques, information is recorded
in this coating layer (or film) of magnetically hard material
in the form of magnetic bits, dots, or marks (also referred
to generally as a magnetic encoding). This position-sens-
ing system uses this recorded information to determine
the position of the piston rod. As used herein, magneti-
cally "hard" material is material with high coercivity. Mag-
netic material of high coercivity requires considerable en-
ergy to magnetize, i.e., record, information, but also to
demagnetize recorded information. This magnetization
of the encoding within the magnetically hard layer can
occur longitudinally or perpendicularly. In one embodi-
ment, longitudinally magnetized encoding is employed

without there being a non-magnetic layer between the
magnetically hard layer and the piston rod.
[0020] One or more flux-sensitive magnetic read
heads or sensors, mounted in, on, or near an end cap of
the cylinder, may sense the magnetic encoding while the
piston rod moves past. Circuitry in communication with
the read sensors can process and store the information
obtained from the magnetic encoding to determine the
instantaneous incremental position of the piston rod, its
velocity, acceleration, and direction of motion (i.e., linear,
rotational, or both) relative to the cylinder. In addition, the
circuitry can produce a signal, representing any of such
positional information, for display or for use in controlling
position or movement of the machine or of a component
thereof.
[0021] Various encoding techniques use relative en-
coding to record position information in the magnetically
hard layer on the piston rod. One such technique includes
evenly spaced marks magnetically recorded in a track or
column that extends axially, i.e., along a length, of the
piston rod. A read sensor detects magnetic transitions
between adjacent magnetic marks. With reference to a
zero position, circuitry cumulatively counts magnetic
transitions detected by a read sensor and remembers
the linear (and/or rotational) position of the piston rod
based on the count. Magnetic patterns other than evenly
spaced marks can also reside in the magnetically hard
layer, in combination with the evenly spaced marks, for
auxiliary functions, e.g., for signifying a key position on
the piston rod or for identifying a particular event.
[0022] Two or more spatially separated serial read sen-
sors can read the magnetic marks of one track. Flux con-
centrators near the read sensors can improve the sens-
ing of the flux of the magnetic bits. From phase differenc-
es in signal outputs produced by the read sensors, the
circuitry can identify the linear and rotational position,
traveled distance, velocity, acceleration, and direction of
motion of the piston rod. Other read sensors can be used
to sense ambient flux for use in common-mode rejection
computations. When power to a machine employing the
invention is off, the read sensors and read-head elec-
tronics circuitry can continue to receive power from an
auxiliary power supply (e.g., a battery). Consequently,
the read sensors can continue to detect motion if the
piston rod drifts, and the circuitry can continue to compute
the piston rod position, while the machine is off. Then,
when the machine begins to operate again, the circuitry
knows the current position of the piston rod without any
need of calibration.
[0023] To protect against accidental or intentional
erasure of information recorded in the magnetically hard
layer, the position-sensing system of the invention can
employ redundancy in the form of evenly sized magnet-
ized rings that each encircle the piston rod or in the form
of duplicate longitudinal tracks or columns extending ax-
ially on the piston rod. Redundant read sensors disposed
about the circumference of the piston rod can each sense
the rings or marks of a different track. A voting mecha-
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nism can determine which read sensor or sensors are
detecting valid information and which information to use.
In one embodiment, the position-sensing system inte-
grates a write-head with the read sensors so that if a read
sensor detects an erased or failing magnetic ring or mark,
the write-head can dynamically repair the encoding.
[0024] Although herein described primarily with re-
spect to cylinders and piston rods, practice of the inven-
tion can involve various other types of components. In
general, the invention can be embodied by any two sur-
faces that move sufficiently near each other so that mag-
netic-field sensors on one surface can detect a magnetic
recording in a magnetically hard layer on the other sur-
face. For example, the components can comprise two
planar surfaces, with implementation of the magnetically
hard layer occurring on a first planar surface and the read
sensors occurring on a second planar surface. As anoth-
er example, the components embodying the position-
sensing system of the invention can include a machine
component that is actuated by the piston rod. The posi-
tion, direction of movement, distance traveled, velocity,
or acceleration of the actuated machine component can
be correlated to the position, direction of movement, dis-
tance traveled, velocity, or acceleration of the actuator
(i.e., the piston rod).
[0025] FIG. 1 shows a cross-sectional side view of an
embodiment of position-sensing system having a cylin-
der 2, including a cylinder barrel 3, a cylinder end cap 4
(also called a "packing gland"), and a housing 6. A piston
8 is arranged within the cylinder barrel 3 for reciprocating
motion along an axis 9. The piston 8 partitions the cylinder
barrel 3 into two chambers 10a and 10b. One end of a
piston rod 12 is secured to the piston 8. The piston rod
12 extends along the axis 9 of motion. The other end of
piston rod 12 extends out of the housing 6 through the
end cap 4, and may be coupled directly or indirectly to a
machine component. Typically, the piston 8 and piston
rod 12 are constructed of a ferromagnetic material (e.g.,
steel), although a non-magnetic piston rod can be used
to practice the invention. In the embodiment shown, the
piston rod 12 is cylindrical; other piston rod shapes can
be employed without departing from the principles of the
invention.
[0026] A magnetically hard film or layer 14 coats the
piston rod 12 to provide a recording medium. This coating
can be continuous or discontinuous on the piston rod 12
and cover a portion or all of the piston rod 12. For exam-
ple, typically the magnetically hard layer 14 is not formed
on the end of the piston rod 12. Regions of the magnet-
ically hard layer 14 along a length of the piston rod 12
are magnetized. Each magnetized region is an area of
aligned magnetic dipoles. Such magnetized regions may
be referred to herein, individually or collectively, as mag-
netic bits, dots, marks, patterns, or encoding. The mag-
netized regions are used to determine a position of the
piston rod 12 with respect to the cylinder 2, as described
in more detail below.
[0027] The end cap 4 has a channel 16 for the passage

of fluid (e.g., oil, water, steam, gas) into and out of the
chamber 10b, for moving the piston 8. A fluid passageway
to the other chamber 10a is not shown. Seals 18 within
the end cap 4 are arranged to lie flush with a surface of
the piston rod 12 and thus prevent fluid from leaving the
chamber 10b.
[0028] The housing 6 encloses a flux-sensing appara-
tus 20 - comprising one or more read heads or sensors
- and read-head electronics 22. The read sensors of the
flux-sensing apparatus 20, also referred to as magnetic-
field sensors, can be arranged to sense a magnetic field
gradient axially along the surface of the piston rod and
radially along the radius of the piston rod. Each read sen-
sor of the flux-sensing apparatus 20 can be, for example,
a Hall-effect device, a coil, a magnetoresistive (MR) sen-
sor, or a giant magnetoresistive (GMR) sensor, such as
a NVE AB-002-00 read sensor produced by NVE Corpo-
ration of Eden Prairie, Minnesota. GMR sensors, for ex-
ample, are available in dualinline packages (DIP) that
are approximately 3 mm by 3 mm by 1 mm in size). These
read sensors can remotely sense the magnetized regions
of the magnetically hard layer through non-magnetic lay-
ers, whether metallic, such as chrome, or non-metallic,
such as plastic.
[0029] The location of the flux-sensing apparatus 20
within the housing 6 provides protection from the envi-
ronment and permits ready access for easy replacement
(i.e., the housing 6 can be removed without removing the
end cap 4 from the cylinder 2). The flux-sensing appara-
tus 20 is mounted in the housing 6 within proximity of the
piston rod’s surface to permit sensing of the encoding
recorded in the magnetically hard layer 14. Machining
away part of the DIP housing of a read sensor, or pack-
aging the read sensor in a package type other than a
DIP, can more closely position the read sensor to the
magnetically hard layer 14 for detecting greater amounts
of flux from the magnetic encoding. Although shown in
FIG. 1 to be on only one side of the piston rod 12, the
flux-sensing apparatus 20 can encircle the piston rod 12
within the housing 6. The housing 6 also includes a rod
wiper 24 for wiping away small magnetizable particles
that may adhere to the piston rod 12. In another embod-
iment, the end cap 4 houses the flux-sensing apparatus
20 and read head electronics 22. In such an embodiment,
the housing 6 is optional because the end cap 4 can
protect the read head 20 from the harsh operating envi-
ronment.
[0030] In brief overview, fluid within the chambers 10a,
10b at time-varying, differential pressures causes the pis-
ton 8 and thus the piston rod 12 to move in and out relative
to the flux-sensing apparatus 20. The flux-sensing appa-
ratus 20 reads the recorded magnetic encoding on the
piston rod 12 and produces corresponding analog or dig-
ital signals. From these signals, the read-head electron-
ics 22 can determine and store the position, distance
traveled, velocity, acceleration, and direction of motion
of the piston rod, or any combination thereof. In addition,
the read-head electronics 22 can produce a signal, rep-

7 8 



EP 2 511 664 B1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

resenting any of such positional information, for display
or for use in controlling position or movement of the ma-
chine or a component thereof.
[0031] FIG. 2 shows the housing end of one embodi-
ment of a position-sensing system, in which the flex-
sensing apparatus 20 includes a plurality of read sensors
21-1, 21-2 (generally, 21) positioned serially to read the
same portion (i.e., track) of magnetically recorded re-
gions in the magnetically hard material 14, while the pis-
ton rod 12 moves linearly in and out of the cylinder 2.
The read sensors 21 are disposed axially and separated
by a known distance (e.g., 0.5 mm). From signals pro-
duced by the read sensors 21, the read-head electronics
22 can compute the axial distance of the piston rod 12
independently of the absolute value of the signals. Such
computations are based on the ratio between the signals
produced by each read sensor 21. For example, if the
spacing between magnetic transitions on the piston rod
is 1 mm, each read sensor 21 produces a sinusoidal out-
put signal having a peak amplitude every 1 mm. Because
of the spacing between adjacent read sensors, the sinu-
soidal output signals produced by such read sensors
have a separation in phase corresponding to their spatial
separation. From the ratio of these output signals, the
read-head electronics 22 can establish the linear position
of the piston rod at finer resolution than 1 mm. In addition,
from the phase differences in the sinusoidal output signal,
the read-head electronics 22 can also determine the ro-
tational position of the piston rod 12. Although FIG. 2
shows only two read sensors 21-1, 21-2, it is to be un-
derstood that more than two serially positioned read sen-
sors can be used in the practice of the invention.
[0032] FIG. 3 shows another embodiment of the flex-
sensing apparatus 20’ that can be used in the position-
sensing system of FIG. 1. The flex-sensing apparatus
20’ includes sets 23-1, 23-2 (generally 23) of serially po-
sitioned, axially spaced-apart read sensors 21-1, 21-2
(generally 21). Here, the sets 23 are on opposite sides
of the piston rod 12 (i.e., separated by 180°). In other
embodiments, there can be more than two sets 23 of
read sensors. In addition, the separation between the
sets 23 of read sensors 21 can be other than 180°.
[0033] Depending upon the pattern encoded in the
magnetically hard layer, the separate sets 23 of read sen-
sors 21 can sense the same magnetized regions (from
different vantage points) or different magnetized regions
that have been magnetically recorded with identical and,
thus, redundant information. The read-head electronics
22 can employ a voting or election mechanism between
(or, for more than two, among) corresponding read sen-
sors 21, i.e., those read sensors concurrently sensing
the same magnetized region or redundant magnetized
regions. The voting or election mechanism determines
which output signals from the read sensors 21 to use for
determining the current position of the piston rod 12. As
an example, the mechanism can average the output sig-
nals of the read sensors, discarding any reading clearly
deviating from valid values. Accordingly, the read-head

electronics 22 can also determine which magnetized re-
gions have become erased or damaged and, if integrated
with a write head, as described below, cause remagnet-
ization of such regions. The additional tracks of read sen-
sors provide redundancy, reliability, and resistance to
damage.
[0034] FIG. 4 shows a top view of another embodiment
of the flux-sensing apparatus 20" including the plurality
of serially positioned read sensors 21-1, 21-2 (FIG. 2)
and another radially positioned read sensor 21-3. In this
exemplary embodiment, the read sensor 21-3 is posi-
tioned adjacent the read sensor 21-1, separated from the
read sensor 21-1 by a known distance (e.g., 0.5 mm). As
shown, the serially positioned read sensors 21-1, 21-2
are positioned over a track 28 of magnetized regions 30.
The read sensor 21-3, which is at a same distance from
the magnetically hard layer 14 as the other read sensors
21-1, 21-2, is positioned alongside the track 28. Other
embodiments can position the read sensor 21-3, for ex-
ample, adjacent to the other read sensor 21-2 or equi-
distant to the read sensors 21-1, 21-2. Still other embod-
iments can have another radially positioned read sensor,
positioned adjacent to the read sensor 21-2 and serially
aligned with the first radially positioned read sensor 21-3.
[0035] The embodiment shown in FIG. 4 is particularly
suited for sensing rotational movement of the piston rod
12, while the piston rod 12 moves in the direction indi-
cated by the arrow 32 relative to the flux-sensing appa-
ratus 20". The read-head electronics 22 (FIG. 1) com-
putes linear position and rotational position of the piston
rod 12 based on the output signals of each of the read
sensors 21-1, 21-2, and 21-3. If the piston rod 12 rotates,
the read sensor 21-3 senses the magnetized regions 30
more strongly, or more weakly, depending upon the di-
rection of rotation. The read-head electronics 22 can de-
termine the degree of rotation based on the known dis-
tance of the read sensor 21-3 from the read sensor 21-1
and on the ratio of their output signals.

COMMON-MODE REJECTION

[0036] The ferromagnetic substrate of the piston rod
12 below the magnetically hard layer 14 may become
magnetized and generate a field that interferes with the
magnetic fields of the regions magnetically recorded in
the magnetically hard layer 14. One embodiment of the
position-sensing system uses common-mode rejection
(CMR) to negate the effect of ambient fields on those
read sensors 21 reading the magnetized regions. FIG. 5
diagrammatically shows an example of a flex-sensing
apparatus 20"’, in which a CMR read sensor 21’ is posi-
tioned at a greater distance from the magnetically hard
layer 14 than the read sensors 21-1, 21-2. The CMR read
sensor 21’ is, in one embodiment, approximately ten
times the distance of the primary read sensors 21-1, 21-2
from the piston rod, whereas the read sensors 21-1, 21-2
are at a distance 29 near enough to the magnetically hard
layer 14 to sense the magnetic fields of the magnetized
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regions 30 while the piston rod 12 moves by in the direc-
tions indicated by double-headed arrow 32.
[0037] Being far enough from the magnetically hard
layer 14 not to sense strongly the magnetic fields of the
magnetized regions 30, the CMR read sensor 21’ pre-
dominantly senses ambient fields. The read-head elec-
tronics 22 uses the signals produced by the CMR read
sensor 21’ to cancel out interference from an ambient
field upon the magnetic fields sensed by the read sensors
21-1, 21-2. Thus, the common-mode rejection of mag-
netic fields produced by a magnetization of the ferromag-
netic substrate enables high resistance to interfering am-
bient fields. Although only one CMR read sensor 21’ is
shown, the invention can be practiced with multiple such
CMR read sensors. For example, one embodiment has
a CMR read sensor 21’ - used for sensing an ambient
field - for each read sensor 21 used to sense the mag-
netically recorded regions.

FLUX CONCENTRATOR

[0038] FIG. 6 shows a top view of an embodiment of
the flux-sensing apparatus 20"" in which a flux concen-
trator 34 is fabricated on each side of or around each
read sensor 21-1, 21-2, to enhance the sensing of the
magnetized regions 30. Made of magnetically soft, i.e.,
low coercivity, material, each flux concentrator 34 col-
lects the flux of the magnetized region 30 from around
the circumference of the piston rod 12 and directs the
collected flux to the read sensor 21 with which that flux
concentrator 34 is associated. Collecting flux from the
circumference of the piston rod 12 makes each read sen-
sor 21 insensitive to the angular position of the read sen-
sor 21 relative to the magnetized region 30 and boosts
the signal. An advantage stemming from the use of flux
concentrators is that the construction of the magnetically
hard layer 14 can be thinner than would be otherwise. In
addition, the stronger the magnetic signal that a read
sensor can derive from the magnetically hard layer 14,
the farther away the read sensor can be from the mag-
netically hard layer.
[0039] FIG. 7A and FIG. 7B are diagrammatic views
of two standard magnetic recording techniques for mag-
netically recording information in the magnetically hard
layer 14 of FIG. 1. A write transducer (i.e., a pole write
head) can magnetize the magnetically hard layer 14 with
an identifiable magnetic pattern in one of two standard
ways: 1) longitudinal; and 2) perpendicular. When a cur-
rent is applied to the write transducer, an external field
is generated, thereby aligning the magnetic domains
within the magnetically hard layer 14. Write transducers
are currently able to record on the order of tens of meg-
abits per square inch.
[0040] In longitudinal media, the magnetization lies in
the plane of the magnetically hard layer 14, which is
shown in FIG. 7A as left and right arrows. The magnetic
pattern of longitudinal recording media consists of "tran-
sitions," i.e., reversals of the in-plane magnetization from

one polarity to the other. Such a reversal is marked by
the existence of magnetic poles whose stray flux is
sensed by a read head located above the medium. In
perpendicular media, the magnetization is perpendicular
to the plane, shown as up and down arrows in FIG. 7B.
Here, the magnetic marking occurs by creating transi-
tions between regions magnetized "up" and "down."
[0041] Longitudinal and perpendicular recording me-
dia can both be produced by electrochemical methods
(e.g., electroless plating, electroplating, chemical vapor
deposition, and electrochemical deposition (sputtering))
or by means of adhesive layers or strips of magnetic tape.
For longitudinal and perpendicular recording media, the
materials used are often cobalt-based alloys. Pure cobalt
(Co) can be used to produce a magnetic film of high co-
ercivity, but alloying elements are typically used to tailor
the magnetic properties of the recording media and to
increase its coercivity. Examples of alloying elements in-
clude group VA (P, As, Sb, Bi), group VIB (Cr, Mo, W)
elements, and the noble elements Pt and Pd. For longi-
tudinal media, example alloys include Co-P, Co-Ni-P, Co-
W, and Co-Mo. For perpendicular media, example alloys
include Co-P, Co-W, and Co-Cr. Approximate high co-
ercivity values obtained from using such Co-based alloys
range from 1-2 kOe. Embodiments of the magnetically
hard layer 14 can be synthesized with such materials to
produce a magnetic layer with high coercivity. In a pre-
ferred embodiment, the magnetically hard layer 14 is
made of a CoNiP alloy. With a CoNiP alloy, the magnet-
ically hard layer 14 can be synthesized for either perpen-
dicular or longitudinal recording.
[0042] For longitudinal media, for instance, a ferro-
magnetic substrate can pose a problem for information
retention. Being magnetically permeable, the ferromag-
netic substrate provides a low reluctance path for the
flux. Consequently, longitudinal recording can exhibit a
reduced level of magnetic flux to be sensed and has gen-
erally required the use of a non-magnetic layer between
the magnetically hard layer 14 and the ferromagnetic pis-
ton rod 12 to prevent the loss of the available flux. A non-
magnetic alloy, for example, such as nickel-phosphorous
(NiP), disposed between the piston rod 12 and the mag-
netically hard layer 14, can improve the amount of flux
available for sensing. The use of CoNiP for the magnet-
ically hard layer 14 of the invention, however, enables
longitudinal recording without the need of such an inter-
vening non-magnetic layer, although use of the non-mag-
netic layer is still advantageous.
[0043] Magnetic layers or films of high coercivity, such
as the magnetically hard layer 14, can maintain recorded
information under external stray fields and under the de-
magnetization fields deriving from the imposed magnetic
transitions. This magnetically hard layer 14 may also pro-
vide good mechanical and corrosion resistance. Howev-
er, considering the harsh operational environment of the
cylinder 2, the magnetically hard layer 14 can be coated
to insure sufficient resistance to mechanical wear and
corrosion. One example of such a protective layer can
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be hard chrome, i.e., a Cr layer. Notably, a chrome pro-
tective layer exhibits strong adhesion to a CoNiP mag-
netically hard layer 14 (similar to the strength of adhesion
of chrome to steel).
[0044] FIGs. 8A-8D show cross-sectional views of var-
ious embodiments of layering geometries, including a
substrate 50 (e.g., the piston rod), an optional interme-
diate layer 52, the magnetically hard layer 14, and an
optional protective layer 54. The layers 14, 52, and 54
can cover all or a portion of the piston rod 12. For exam-
ple, the magnetically hard layer 14 (and the optional lay-
ers 52, 54) are not typically applied to the end of the
piston rod 12, in particular, to those one or more portions
of the piston rod 12 that do not pass near enough to a
read head for sensing.
[0045] Generally, the substrate 50 can be magnetic or
non-magnetic, e.g., although typically ferromagnetic
(e.g., a steel rod), the piston rod 12 can be constructed
of non-magnetic material (e.g., plastic, aluminum, ceram-
ic, or glass) without departing from the principles of the
invention. In each of the embodiments, the recording me-
dia (i.e., the magnetically hard layer 14) is comprised a
high coercivity magnetic material, such as CoNiP, and
the optional protective layer 54 is made of chrome. The
composition of the optional intermediate layer 52 de-
pends upon the type of the recording media and of the
substrate material.
[0046] FIG. 8A shows an embodiment in which the
magnetically hard layer 14 is produced as longitudinal
media and the substrate material is ferromagnetic. Here,
the intermediate layer 52 can be a non-magnetic amor-
phous layer, such as Ni-P, to obstruct the low reluctance
path through the substrate 50 and, consequently, to im-
prove the magnitude of the flux being sensed and reten-
tion of the signal after being exposed to a strong magnetic
field (e.g., from a permanent magnet). As described
above, use of a non-magnetic intermediate layer 52 is
optional when the magnetically hard layer 14 has a com-
position, such as CoNiP described above, that enables
sufficient flux to be sensed despite any shunting of flux
by the substrate 50.
[0047] FIG. 8B shows an embodiment in which the sub-
strate material is non-magnetic and the magnetically hard
layer 14 serves as longitudinal media. Non-magnetic
substrates lack the permeability of ferromagnetic sub-
strates, and consequently have less need for a non-mag-
netic intermediate layer 52 than ferromagnetic sub-
strates. Notwithstanding, a non-magnetic intermediate
layer 52 can be used, with the advantages noted above.
[0048] FIG. 8C shows an embodiment in which the
magnetically hard layer 14 provides perpendicular media
and the substrate is made of a ferromagnetic material.
For perpendicular media, the permeability of a ferromag-
netic substrate serves an advantage. The return path in
a ferromagnetic substrate between adjacent oppositely
magnetized regions does not affect the stray flux in the
region above the magnetically hard layer 14, and assists
in the write process and in the retention of the written

information. Here, too, the use of an intermediate layer
52 is optional, although a magnetically soft intermediate
layer 52 can mask unreliable or non-uniform permeability
of the ferromagnetic substrate 50, and therefore its pres-
ence can be beneficial.
[0049] FIG. 8D shows an embodiment in which the
magnetically hard layer 14 provides perpendicular media
and the substrate 50 is made of a non-magnetic material.
Non-magnetic substrates lack the beneficial properties
of permeability for information retention. To improve the
information retention of perpendicular media on non-
magnetic substrates, the intermediate layer 52 can be
constructed as a magnetically soft layer (e.g., permalloy
or Ni-Fe).
[0050] Each of the FIGs. 8A-8D also shows the relative
thicknesses of the layers 14, 52, and 54 on the substrate
50 of the piston rod 12. In each illustrated embodiment,
the magnetically hard layer 14 is approximately 5 um
thick, the optional intermediate layer 52, when present,
is approximately 1-10 um thick, and the optional protec-
tive layer 54, when present, is approximately 40 um thick.
The thickness of the protective layer 54 affects the res-
olution of the piston rod position sensing system by lim-
iting how near the read heads can be to the magnetically
hard layer 14. For example, with a 40 um thick protective
layer 54, magnetically recorded marks may need to be
spaced apart by at least 40 um (approximately) for the
read heads to be able to distinguish between them. In
embodiments without the protective layer 54, the marks
can be located more closely together because the read
heads can be nearer to the encoded magnetically hard
layer 14. The particular thicknesses shown in FIGs. 8A-
8D provide illustrative examples; other thicknesses for
the layers 14, 52, and 54 can be used to practice the
invention.
[0051] FIG. 9 shows diagrammatically a process in
which a write head 80 writes a series 84 of regions 88 to
the magnetically hard layer 14 along a length of the sub-
strate 50. Magnetically recording the encoding in the
magnetically hard layer 14 can occur before installation
of the cylinder 2 into the particular machinery or during
operation of the cylinder 2, as described further below.
In one embodiment, the write head 80 is of the kind typ-
ically used for magnetic tape recording, which is a longi-
tudinal recording medium. World Magnetics, Inc. of
Traverse City, Michigan) produces write heads that can
be used to practice the invention. An electrical current
flowing through a coil 92 generates a magnetic field in
the write head 80. The magnetic field is strongest in the
gap above the magnetically hard layer 14 and induces
the magnetic domains in the magnetically hard layer 14
to align themselves as the write head moves relative to
the substrate 50. Arrow 96 represents the direction of
motion of the write head 80 relative to the substrate 50.
Each region 88 is made of many magnetic domains, ori-
ented as a group by the magnetic field from the write
head 80. In one embodiment, the write head 80 is ener-
gized with 0.75 amperes of current to generate magnet-
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ized regions 88.
[0052] Position information can be recorded in the
magnetically hard layer 14 of the piston rod 12 in a mul-
titude of ways. Some techniques explicitly record the
identities of the absolute piston rod positions on the piston
rod 12 (e.g., using binary code), other techniques mag-
netize shapes or regions of the magnetically hard layer
14 from which piston rod positions can be computed, and
still others use relative position techniques to determine
the current location of the piston rod. Examples of tech-
niques for recording absolute rod positions and for mag-
netizing shapes are described in U.S. Patent Application
No. 10/840,781, filed May 6, 2004, titled "Systems and
Methods of Recording Piston Rod Position Information
in a Magnetic Layer on a Piston Rod," the entirety of
which is incorporated by reference herein.
[0053] FIGs. 10A-10D illustrate different examples of
patterns of magnetized regions 120 that implement rel-
ative encoding schemes. In each of these examples, the
magnetized regions 120 are represented as being longi-
tudinally recorded, i.e., in the plane of the magnetically
hard layer 14, although it is to be understood that per-
pendicular recording can be used to practice the inven-
tion. FIG. 10A shows a plurality of redundant tracks 124
of identically sized magnetized regions 120 extending
axially along a length of the piston rod 12. In one embod-
iment, each magnetized region 120 is approximately 1
mm in length and 1 mm in width. Within a given track
124, magnetization of the magnetized regions 120 occurs
in an alternating pattern, i.e., every other magnetized re-
gion 120 has the same magnetic alignment. For magnet-
ized regions 120 of 1 mm length, this alternating pattern
produces a transition (i.e., polarity reversal) between
neighboring regions 120 every 1 mm. The tracks are re-
dundant in that the information that can be obtained from
one given track is identical to the information that can be
obtained from any of the other tracks: the tracks 124 are
equal to each other in length, start at the same distance
from one end of the piston rod 12, and have magnetic
transitions at equal distances along the piston rod 12 so
that read sensors aligned circumferentially around the
piston rod can detect the transitions simultaneously. In
addition, these tracks 124 can be evenly spaced around
the circumference of the piston rod 12. For example, four
tracks 124 of magnetized regions 120 evenly spaced
around the circumference of the piston rod are 90 de-
grees apart.
[0054] Referring also to FIG. 3, one set 23 of read sen-
sors 21-1, 21-2 is aligned over each track 124 and, while
the piston rod 12 moves, each read sensor 21 senses
the magnetized regions 120 of one of the tracks 124 and
produces a corresponding sinusoidal output signal. The
peak of each sinusoidal output signal occurs over the
magnetic transition between adjacent magnetized re-
gions 120, and the trough occurs approximately over the
midsection of the each magnetized region. Accordingly,
each set 23 of read sensors produces a plurality of sinu-
soidal output signals separated in phase, as described

above. The redundant information of the tracks 124
should result in output signals of one set 23 of read sen-
sors being similar in phase and amplitude to those output
signals produced by each of the other sets 23 of read
sensors (provided no magnetically recorded information
in any of the tracks 124 is damaged or erased).
[0055] From the output signals, the read-head elec-
tronics 22 maintains a count of the sensed magnetized
regions 120 (i.e., the transitions). As described above,
the read-head electronics 22 can use an election mech-
anism to determine from the output signals produced by
the sets 23 of read sensors that a transition has been
sensed. The count can increment and decrement based
on the current direction of oscillating motion of the piston
rod 12. With reference to a designated zero-point on the
piston rod 12, the read-head electronics 22 determines
the absolute position of the piston rod from the current
count. From the retained count of magnetized regions,
the read-head electronics 22 can also determine distance
traveled, speed, direction and acceleration of the piston
rod. Although the computation of these parameter values
can be obtained from a single track 124, the use of re-
dundant tracks 124 increases the amount of information
stored in the magnetically hard layer 14, and improves
the reliability of measurement and robustness of the po-
sition-sensing system. In addition, the read-head elec-
tronics 22 can maintain a plurality of counts, e.g., one
count for each read sensor, and another count that in-
crements only, to maintain a cumulative count of distance
traveled by the piston rod, etc.
[0056] Rotational movement of the piston rod 12 is an-
other parameter that the position-sensing system can de-
tect and monitor. In one embodiment, the read-head elec-
tronics 22 determines from the output signals the degree
of rotation with respect to a designated zero-point posi-
tion. In this embodiment, a count maintained by the read-
head electronics corresponds to the extent the piston rod
12 has rotated within the cylinder 2 with respect to this
zero-point position. The number of sets 23 of read sen-
sors determines a degree of resolution for measuring the
rotational position of the piston rod 12: the greater the
number of read sensor sets, the finer the resolution.
There may be more sets 23 of read sensors than tracks
124 of magnetized regions 120.
[0057] FIG. 10B shows another embodiment in which
identically magnetized rings 120’ encircle the circumfer-
ence of the piston rod 12. The thickness (i.e., axial length)
of each ring satisfies the required resolution for sensing.
Similar to the tracks 124 of FIG. 10A, magnetization of
the rings occurs in an alternating pattern, i.e., every other
magnetized region 120 has the same magnetic align-
ment. A plurality of sets 23 of read sensors located
around the piston rod 12 in the housing, as described
above in connection with FIG. 3, can simultaneously
sense each magnetized ring 120’. An advantage of mag-
netized rings is that the piston rod 12 can rotate without
affecting the ability of the read sensors 21 to sense the
linear position of the piston rod; that is, there is no de-
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pendence on precise alignment between the read sen-
sors 21 and tracks of magnetized regions. In effect, this
embodiment does not have tracks in the sense of FIG.
10A. In this embodiment, the redundant sets 23 of read
sensors 21, not the magnetized regions 120’ define dis-
tinct tracks.
[0058] FIG. 10C shows another embodiment in which
certain types of magnetized regions 132 are interspersed
with the magnetized regions 120. The special magnet-
ized regions 132 can serve to identify a particular location
on the piston rod (i.e., identify an absolute position) or to
provide an event marker. In one embodiment, these spe-
cial magnetic regions 132 have twice the axial length of
the other magnetized regions 120 (i.e., comprised of two
adjacent regions 120 magnetized with the same magnet-
ic alignment). When the read sensors 21 detect these
magnetic regions 132, the read-head electronics 22 de-
termines that the piston rod has reached a particular po-
sition within the cylinder 2. For example, such magnet-
ized regions 132 (i.e., double-length regions) can appear
after every ten magnetized regions 120. The means for
distinguishing special regions 132 from the other mag-
netized regions 120 may vary without departing from the
principles of the invention (e.g., thrice the length of the
magnetized regions 120, or twice the width of the mag-
netized region 120, or combinations of different length
and widths).
[0059] FIG. 10D shows another embodiment in which
the magnetized regions 120 are recorded in the magnet-
ically hard layer 12 in a checkerboard pattern: each track
124 has an alternating pattern of positive and negative
polarities and every other track 124 has the same alter-
nating pattern. Accordingly, each magnetized region
120, other than those at the upper and lower edges of
the pattern, is surrounded on four sides by a magnetized
region 120 recorded with an opposite polarity. Thus, a
read sensor 21 can sense a magnetic transition when
the piston rod 120 moves linearly and rotationally.
[0060] As noted above, relative encoding schemes de-
termine piston rod position by maintaining a count of
sensed magnetized regions. The count needs to be re-
membered even after the machine is turned off. In some
types of machinery, the piston rod 12 may drift after the
machine is turned off (e.g., after the hydraulics bleed off).
Accordingly, a battery continually energizes the read sen-
sors 21 and read-head electronics 22 when power to the
machine is off. By maintaining a supply of power, the
read sensors 21 can detect any drifting movement of the
piston rod and the read-head electronics 22 can compute
and record the piston rod position although the machine
is not operating. When the machinery is turned on again,
the current position of the piston rod within the cylinder
is known.

MAINTENANCE

[0061] In one embodiment, a write head can be inte-
grated with a read sensor, e.g., in the flux-sensing appa-

ratus 20 of FIG. 1, to allow dynamic repair of damaged
or erased magnetic bits. The write head can be axially
aligned with and spatially separated by a known distance
from the read sensor by, e.g., a multiple of the axial length
of the magnetized region to be written. When the read
sensor detects a damaged or erased magnetized region,
the write head can be energized to restore the transition
zone to a proper degree of magnetization. Use of an in-
tegrated write head enables magnetization of the piston
rod during field service or maintenance of the machinery
or equipment, without needing an additional calibration
device. The position-sensing system can employ a write
head for each track (i.e., corresponding to magnetized
regions (FIG. 10A) or to sets 23 of read sensors (FIG. 3)).

RELIABILITY

[0062] Various combinations of the above-described
features operate to protect against accidental or inten-
tional erasure of information recorded in the magnetically
hard layer. One such feature is redundancy: read sensors
situated about the circumference of the piston rod read
redundant axial tracks of magnetized regions or rings
that encircle the piston rod. Thus, the entire circumfer-
ence would need to be disturbed to cause failure of the
position-sensing system. Another feature is the selection
of a high coercivity material, such as CoNiP, for the mag-
netically hard layer, which can make the recorded infor-
mation more difficult to erase. Perpendicular magnetiza-
tion of the magnetically hard layer can further increase
the difficulty with which to demagnetize the magnetically
hard layer. In addition, improved GMR read sensors can
read low amounts of flux and may therefore still be able
to read incompletely erased magnetic bits.
[0063] Although the invention has been shown and de-
scribed with reference to specific preferred embodi-
ments, it should be understood by those skilled in the art
that various changes in form and detail may be made
therein without departing from scope of the invention
which is solely defined by the following claims. For ex-
ample, although the embodiments described above re-
late primarily to sensing piston rod position for linear
movement, the principles of the invention can be used
to determine distance traveled, position, velocity, accel-
eration, and movement direction for sensing rotary mo-
tion of the piston rod with respect to the cylinder. In ad-
dition, other embodiments of the invention can implement
the position-sensing system, including the magnetically
hard layer and read sensors, on components that are
actuated by the piston rod, instead of or in addition to
being implemented on the piston rod itself.

Claims

1. An apparatus, comprising:

a cylinder;
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a piston rod movably coupled to the cylinder for
movement with respect thereto;
a magnetically hard layer formed on a surface
of the piston rod to provide a recording medium,
information being magnetically recorded in a
plurality of regions of the magnetically hard layer
to provide an encoding scheme for determining
a position of the piston rod relative to the cylin-
der;
a first plurality of magnetic field sensors posi-
tioned over one or more tracks of magnetically
recorded regions to sense the magnetically re-
corded regions while the piston rod moves with
respect to the cylinder; and
a second plurality of magnetic field sensors for
sensing ambient fields near the first plurality of
magnetic field sensors for use in performing
common-mode rejection.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a write
head positioned over a track of magnetically record-
ed regions for dynamically repairing damaged or
erased magnetically recorded regions detected by
the first plurality of magnetic field sensors.

3. The apparatus of claim 1 or claim 2, further compris-
ing a power source supplying electrical power to the
pluralities of magnetic field sensors and associated
read-head electronics when the apparatus is off so
that the magnetic field sensors can continue to sense
movement of the piston rod with respect to the cyl-
inder while the apparatus is off.

4. The apparatus of any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein
the piston rod is made of a ferromagnetic material
and the magnetically hard layer is disposed adjacent
to an outer surface of the ferromagnetic material
without any intervening non-magnetic layer, and
wherein the plurality of regions of the magnetically
hard layer are longitudinally recorded.

5. The apparatus of any one of claims 1 to 4, further
comprising a flux concentrator near each magnetic
field sensor of the first plurality of magnetic field sen-
sors, to improve sensing of the magnetized regions
of the magnetically hard layer.

6. The apparatus of any one of claims 1 to 5, further
comprising means for computing and storing posi-
tional information based on output signals produced
by the pluralities of magnetic field sensors, wherein
the positional information can be displayed or used
to control movement or position of a machine or of
a component thereof.

7. The apparatus of any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein
the information is magnetized perpendicularly within
the recording medium provided by the magnetically

hard layer.

8. A method for sensing a position of a piston rod mov-
ing relative to a cylinder, the method comprising:

forming a magnetically hard layer on the piston
rod to provide a recording medium for storing
information;
magnetically recording information at a plurality
of regions of the magnetically hard layer;
reading, by a first plurality of magnetic field sen-
sors, one or more tracks of the magnetically re-
corded regions to sense the magnetically re-
corded regions while the piston rod moves with
respect to the cylinder; and
sensing, by a second plurality of magnetic field
sensors, ambient fields near the first plurality of
magnetic field sensors while the piston rod
moves with respect to the cylinder; and
performing common-mode rejection to negate
an effect of the ambient fields on the reading of
the magnetized recording regions by the first
plurality of magnetic field sensors.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising positioning
a write head over one of the one or more tracks of
magnetically recorded regions to dynamically repair
damaged or erased magnetically recorded regions
detected by the first plurality of magnetic field sen-
sors.

10. The method of claim 8 or claim 9, further comprising
supplying electrical power to the pluralities of mag-
netic field sensors and associated read-head elec-
tronics so that the magnetic field sensors can con-
tinue to sense movement of the piston rod with re-
spect to the cylinder although a machine having the
piston and cylinder is off.

11. The method of any one of claim 8 to 10, wherein the
piston rod is made of a ferromagnetic material and
the magnetically hard layer is disposed adjacent to
an outer surface of the ferromagnetic material with-
out any intervening non-magnetic layer, and wherein
the step of magnetically recording information at a
plurality of regions of the magnetically hard layer in-
cludes longitudinally magnetizing the information
within the recording medium provided by the mag-
netically hard layer.

12. The method of any one of claims 8 to 11, further
comprising concentrating flux near each magnetic
field sensors of the first plurality of magnetic field
sensors to improve the reading of magnetically re-
corded regions.

13. The method of any one of claims 8 to 12, further
comprising computing and storing positional infor-

19 20 



EP 2 511 664 B1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

mation based on output signals produced by the plu-
ralities of magnetic field sensors, wherein the posi-
tional information can be displayed or used to control
movement or position of a machine or of a compo-
nent thereof.

14. The method of any one of claims 8 to 13, wherein
the step of magnetically recording information at a
plurality of regions of the magnetically hard layer in-
cludes perpendicularly magnetizing the information
within the recording medium provided by the mag-
netically hard layer.

Patentansprüche

1. Eine Vorrichtung, die Folgendes beinhaltet:

einen Zylinder;
eine Kolbenstange, die beweglich am Zylinder
zur Bewegung in Bezug dazu gekoppelt ist;
eine magnetische Hartschicht, die auf einer Flä-
che der Kolbenstange gebildet ist, um ein Auf-
zeichnungsmedium bereitzustellen, wobei In-
formationen in einer Vielzahl von Regionen der
magnetischen Hartschicht magnetisch aufge-
zeichnet werden, um ein Kodierungsschema zur
Bestimmung einer Position der Kolbenstange
relativ zum Zylinder bereitzustellen;
eine erste Vielzahl von Magnetfeldsensoren, die
auf einer oder mehreren Spuren der magnetisch
aufgezeichneten Regionen positioniert sind, um
die magnetisch aufgezeichneten Regionen zu
erfassen, während sich die Kolbenstange in Be-
zug auf den Zylinder bewegt; und
eine zweite Vielzahl von Magnetfeldsensoren
zur Erfassung von Umgebungsfeldern nahe der
ersten Vielzahl von Magnetfeldsensoren für den
Einsatz bei der Durchführung von Gleichtaktun-
terdrückung.

2. Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 1, ferner beinhaltend
einen Schreibkopf, der über einer Spur von magne-
tisch aufgezeichneten Regionen positioniert ist, zur
dynamischen Reparatur von beschädigten oder ge-
löschten magnetisch aufgezeichneten Regionen,
die von der ersten Vielzahl von Magnetfeldsensoren
detektiert werden.

3. Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 1 oder Anspruch 2,
ferner beinhaltend eine Stromquelle, die elektri-
schen Strom an die Vielzahl von Magnetfeldsenso-
ren und zugehörige Lese-Kopf-Elektronik liefert,
wenn die Vorrichtung ausgeschaltet ist, sodass die
Magnetfeldsensoren weiter die Bewegung der Kol-
benstange in Bezug auf den Zylinder erfassen kön-
nen, während die Vorrichtung ausgeschaltet ist.

4. Vorrichtung gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3,
wobei die Kolbenstange aus einem ferromagneti-
schen Material hergestellt ist und die magnetische
Hartschicht neben einer Außenfläche des ferroma-
gnetischen Materials angeordnet ist, ohne einer
nicht magnetischen Zwischenschicht, und wobei die
Vielzahl von Regionen der magnetischen Hart-
schicht longitudinal aufgezeichnet sind.

5. Vorrichtung gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4,
ferner beinhaltend einen Flusskonzentrator neben
jedem Magnetfeldsensor der ersten Vielzahl von
Magnetfeldsensoren, um die Erfassung der magne-
tisierten Regionen der magnetischen Hartschicht zu
verbessern.

6. Vorrichtung gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 5,
ferner beinhaltend Mittel zur Berechnung und Spei-
cherung von positionellen Informationen basierend
auf Ausgangssignalen, die von der Vielzahl von Ma-
gnetfeldsensoren produziert werden, wobei die po-
sitionellen Informationen angezeigt oder benutzt
werden können, um die Bewegung oder Position ei-
ner Maschine oder einer Komponente davon zu
steuern.

7. Vorrichtung gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 6,
wobei die Informationen perpendikular innerhalb des
von der magnetischen Hartschicht bereitgestellten
Aufzeichnungsmediums magnetisiert sind.

8. Ein Verfahren zur Erfassung einer Position einer re-
lativ zu einem Zylinder bewegbaren Kolbenstange,
wobei das Verfahren Folgendes beinhaltet:

Bilden einer magnetischen Hartschicht auf der
Kolbenstange, um ein Aufzeichnungsmedium
zur Speicherung von Informationen bereitzu-
stellen;
Magnetische Aufzeichnung von Informationen
an einer Vielzahl von Regionen der magneti-
schen Hartschicht;
Lesen, durch eine erste Vielzahl von Magnet-
feldsensoren, einer oder mehrerer Spuren der
magnetisch aufgezeichneten Regionen, um die
magnetisch aufgezeichneten Regionen zu er-
fassen, während sich die Kolbenstange in Be-
zug auf den Zylinder bewegt; und
Erfassung, durch eine zweite Vielzahl von Ma-
gnetfeldsensoren, von Umgebungsfeldern nahe
der ersten Vielzahl von Magnetfeldsensoren,
während sich die Kolbenstange in Bezug auf
den Zylinder bewegt; und
Durchführung von Gleichtaktunterdrückung, um
einen Effekt der Umgebungsfelder auf das Le-
sen der magnetisierten Aufzeichnungsregionen
durch die erste Vielzahl von Magnetfeldsenso-
ren zu negieren.
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9. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 8, ferner beinhaltend
Positionierung eines Schreibkopfs über einer oder
mehreren Spuren von magnetisch aufgezeichneten
Regionen, um beschädigte oder gelöschte magne-
tisch aufgezeichneten Regionen, die von der ersten
Vielzahl von Magnetfeldsensoren detektiert werden,
dynamisch zu reparieren.

10. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 8 oder Anspruch 9, fer-
ner beinhaltend Lieferung von elektrischem Strom
an die Vielzahl von Magnetfeldsensoren und zuge-
hörige Lese-Kopf-Elektronik, sodass die Magnet-
feldsensoren weiter die Bewegung der Kolbenstan-
ge in Bezug auf den Zylinder erfassen können, ob-
wohl eine Maschine, die den Kolben und Zylinder
aufweist, ausgeschaltet ist.

11. Verfahren gemäß einem der Ansprüche 8 bis 10,
wobei die Kolbenstange aus einem ferromagneti-
schen Material hergestellt ist und die magnetische
Hartschicht neben einer Außenfläche des ferroma-
gnetischen Materials angeordnet ist, ohne einer
nicht magnetischen Zwischenschicht, und wobei der
Schritt der magnetischen Aufzeichnung von Infor-
mationen an einer Vielzahl von Regionen der mag-
netischen Hartschicht longitudinale Magnetisierung
der Informationen innerhalb des durch die magneti-
sche Hartschicht bereitgestellten Aufzeichnungs-
mediums umfasst.

12. Verfahren gemäß einem der Ansprüche 8 bis 11,
ferner beinhaltend Konzentrierung von Fluss nahe
jedem Magnetfeldsensor der ersten Vielzahl von
Magnetfeldsensoren, um das Lesen von magnetisch
aufgezeichneten Regionen zu verbessern.

13. Verfahren gemäß einem der Ansprüche 8 bis 12,
ferner beinhaltend Berechnung und Speicherung
von positionellen Informationen basierend auf Aus-
gangssignalen, die von der Vielzahl von Magnet-
feldsensoren produziert werden, wobei die positio-
nellen Informationen angezeigt oder benutzt werden
können, um die Bewegung oder Position einer Ma-
schine oder einer Komponente davon zu steuern.

14. Verfahren gemäß einem der Ansprüche 8 bis 13,
wobei der Schritt der magnetischen Aufzeichnung
von Informationen an einer Vielzahl von Regionen
der magnetischen Hartschicht perpendikulare Mag-
netisierung der Informationen innerhalb dem durch
die magnetische Hartschicht bereitgestellten Auf-
zeichnungsmedium umfasst.

Revendications

1. Appareil, comprenant :

un cylindre ;
une tige de piston couplée de manière amovible
au cylindre et pouvant se déplacer par rapport
à celui-ci ;
une couche magnétiquement dure formée sur
une surface de la tige de piston afin de servir de
support d’enregistrement, des informations
étant enregistrées magnétiquement dans une
pluralité de zones de la couche magnétique-
ment dure, afin de donner un programme de co-
dage permettant de déterminer une position de
la tige de piston par rapport au cylindre ;
une première pluralité de détecteurs de champ
magnétique, positionnée sur une ou plusieurs
pistes de zones à enregistrement magnétique,
et servant à détecter les zones à enregistrement
magnétique lorsque la tige de piston se déplace
par rapport au cylindre ; et
une deuxième pluralité de détecteurs de champ
magnétique, servant à détecter des champs am-
biants proches de la première pluralité de dé-
tecteurs de champ magnétique, afin de réaliser
une réjection de mode commun.

2. Appareil selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre une tête d’écriture positionnée au-dessus
d’une piste de zones à enregistrement magnétique,
afin de réparer dynamiquement les zones à enregis-
trement magnétique endommagées ou effacées, dé-
tectées par la première pluralité de détecteurs de
champ magnétique.

3. Appareil selon la revendication 1 ou 2, comprenant
en outre une source d’alimentation fournissant une
alimentation électrique aux pluralités de détecteurs
de champ magnétique et dispositifs électroniques
de tête de lecture associés, lorsque l’appareil est
hors tension, de telle sorte que les détecteurs de
champ magnétique peuvent continuer à détecter le
mouvement de la tige de piston par rapport au cy-
lindre lorsque l’appareil est hors tension.

4. Appareil selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 3, dans lequel la tige de piston est faite en un
matériau ferromagnétique et la couche magnétique-
ment dure est disposée à côté d’une surface externe
du matériau ferromagnétique sans aucune couche
non magnétique intermédiaire, et dans lequel la plu-
ralité de zones de la couche magnétiquement dure
est enregistrée de manière longitudinale.

5. Appareil selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 4, comprenant en outre un concentrateur de flux
près de chaque détecteur de champ magnétique de
la première pluralité de détecteurs de champ ma-
gnétique, afin d’améliorer la détection des zones ma-
gnétisées de la couche magnétiquement dure.
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6. Appareil selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 et 5, comprenant en outre des dispositifs de calcul
et de stockage d’informations de position basées sur
des signaux de sortie produits par les pluralités de
détecteurs de champ magnétique, dans lequel les
informations de position peuvent être affichées ou
utilisées pour commander le mouvement ou la posi-
tion d’une machine ou d’un composant de celle-ci.

7. Appareil selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 6, dans lequel les informations sont magnétisées
perpendiculairement dans le support d’enregistre-
ment fourni par la couche magnétiquement dure.

8. Procédé de détection d’une position d’une tige de
piston se déplaçant par rapport à un cylindre, le pro-
cédé comprenant les étapes suivantes :

formation d’une couche magnétiquement dure
sur la tige de piston afin de servir de support
d’enregistrement où enregistrer des
informations ;
enregistrement magnétique d’informations au
niveau d’une pluralité de zones de la couche
magnétiquement dure ;
lecture, par une première pluralité de détecteurs
de champ magnétique, d’une ou plusieurs pistes
de zones à enregistrement magnétique, et ser-
vant à détecter les zones à enregistrement ma-
gnétique lorsque la tige de piston se déplace par
rapport au cylindre ; et
détection, par une deuxième pluralité de détec-
teurs de champ magnétique, de champs am-
biants proches de la première pluralité de dé-
tecteurs de champ magnétique, pendant que la
tige de piston se déplace par rapport au
cylindre ; et
réalisation d’une réjection de mode commun
pour inverser un effet des champs ambiants sur
la lecture des zones à enregistrement magnéti-
que par la première pluralité de détecteurs de
champ magnétique.

9. Procédé selon la revendication 8, comprenant en
outre le positionnement d’une tête d’écriture au-des-
sus d’une piste parmi la ou les zones à enregistre-
ment magnétique, afin de réparer dynamiquement
les zones à enregistrement magnétique endomma-
gées ou effacées, détectées par la première pluralité
de détecteurs de champ magnétique.

10. Procédé selon la revendication 8 ou 9, comprenant
la fourniture d’une alimentation électrique aux plu-
ralités de détecteurs de champ magnétique et dis-
positifs électroniques de tête de lecture associés, de
telle sorte que les détecteurs de champ magnétique
peuvent continuer à détecter le mouvement de la
tige de piston par rapport au cylindre même si une

machine intégrant le piston et le cylindre est hors
tension.

11. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
8 à 10, dans lequel la tige de piston est faite en un
matériau ferromagnétique et la couche magnétique-
ment dure est disposée à côté d’une surface externe
du matériau ferromagnétique sans aucune couche
non magnétique intermédiaire, et dans lequel l’étape
d’enregistrement magnétique des informations au
niveau d’une pluralité de zones de la couche ma-
gnétiquement dure comprend la magnétisation lon-
gitudinale des informations dans le support d’enre-
gistrement fourni par la couche magnétiquement du-
re.

12. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
8 à 11, comprenant en outre la concentration de flux
près de chaque détecteur de champ magnétique de
la première pluralité de détecteurs de champ ma-
gnétique, afin d’améliorer la lecture des zones à en-
registrement magnétique.

13. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
8 et 12, comprenant en outre le calcul et le stockage
d’informations de position basées sur des signaux
de sortie produits par les pluralités de détecteurs de
champ magnétique, dans lequel les informations de
position peuvent être affichées ou utilisées pour
commander le mouvement ou la position d’une ma-
chine ou d’un composant de celle-ci.

14. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
8 et 13, dans lequel l’étape d’enregistrement magné-
tique des informations au niveau d’une pluralité de
zones de la couche magnétiquement dure comprend
la magnétisation perpendiculaire des informations
dans le support d’enregistrement fourni par la cou-
che magnétiquement dure.
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