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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an antenna diversity receiver for radio communication systems, and more
particularly to a reduced-complexity antenna arrangement disposed to utilize a single processing chain of the associated
diversity receiver.

Background Information

[0002] It has recently been proposed that both the performance and capacity of existing wireless system could be
improved through the use of so-called "smart" antenna techniques. In particular, it has been suggested that such tech-
niques, coupled with space-time signal processing, could be utilized both to combat the deleterious effects of multipath
fading of a desired incoming signal and to suppress interfering signals. In this way both performance and capacity of
digital wireless systems in existence or being deployed (e.g., CDMA-based systems, TDMA-based systems, WLAN
systems, and OFDM-based systems such as IEEE 802.11a/g) may be improved.
[0003] It is anticipated that smart antenna techniques will be increasingly utilized both in connection with deployment
of base station infrastructure and mobile subscriber units (e.g; handsets) in cellular systems in order to address the
increasing demands being placed upon such systems. These demands are arising in part from the shift underway from
current voice-based services to next-generation wireless multimedia services and the accompanying blurring of distinc-
tions among voice, video and data modes of transmission. Subscriber units utilized in such next-generation systems will
likely be required to demonstrate higher voice quality relative to existing cellular mobile radio standards as well as to
provide highspeed data services (e.g., as high as 10 Mbits/s). Achieving high speed and high quality of service, however,
is complicated because it is desireable for mobile subscriber units to be small and lightweight, and to be capable of
reliably operating in a variety of environments  (e.g., cellular/microcellular/picocellular, urban/suburban/rural and indoor/
outdoor). Moreover, in addition to offering higher-quality communication and coverage, next-generation systems are
desired to more efficiently use available bandwidth and to be priced affordably to ensure widespread market adoption.
[0004] In many wireless systems, three principal factors tend to account for the bulk of performance and capacity
degradation: multipath fading, delay spread between received multipath signal components, and co-channel interference
(CCI). As is known, multipath fading is caused by the multiple paths which may be traversed by a transmitted signal en
route to a receive antenna. The signals from these paths add together with different phases, resulting in a received
signal amplitude and phase that vary with antenna location, direction and polarization, as well as with time (as a result
of movement through the environment). Increasing the quality or reducing the effective error rate in order to obviate the
effects of multipath fading has proven to be extremely difficult. Although it would be theoretically possible to reduce the
effects of multipath fading through use of higher transmit power or additional bandwidth, these approaches are often
inconsistent with the requirements of next-generation systems.
[0005] As mentioned above, the "delay spread" or difference in propagation delays among the multiple components
of received multipath signals has also tended to constitute a principal impediment to improved capacity and performance
in wireless communication systems. It has been reported that when the delay spread exceeds approximately ten percent
(10%) of the symbol duration, the resulting significant intersymbol interference (ISI) generally limits the maximum data
rate. This type of difficulty has tended to arise most frequently in narrowband systems such as the Global System for
Mobile Communication (GSM).
[0006] The existence of co-channel interference (CCI) also adversely affects the performance and capacity of cellular
systems. Existing cellular systems operate by dividing the available frequency channels into channel sets, using one
channel set per cell, with frequency reuse. Most time division multiple access (TDMA) systems use a frequency reuse
factor of 7, while most code division multiple (CDMA) systems use a frequency reuse factor of 1. This frequency reuse
results in CCI, which increases as the number of channel sets decreases (i.e., as the capacity of each cell increases).
In TDMA systems, the CCI is predominantly from one or two other users, while in CDMA systems there may exist many
strong interferers both within the cell and from adjacent cells. For a given level of CCI, capacity can be increased by
shrinking the cell size, but at the cost of additional base stations.
[0007] The impairments to the performance of cellular systems of the type described above may be at least partially
ameliorated by using multi-element antenna systems designed to introduce a diversity gain into the signal reception
process. There exist at least three primary methods of effecting such a diversity gain through decorrelation of the signals
received at each antenna element: spatial diversity, polarization diversity and angle diversity. In order to realize spatial
diversity, the antenna elements are sufficiently separated to enable low fading correlation. The required separation
depends on the angular spread, which is the angle over which the signal arrives at the receive antennas.
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[0008] In the case of mobile subscriber units (e.g, handsets) surrounded by other scattering objects, an antenna
spacing of only one quarter wavelength is often sufficient to achieve low fading correlation. This permits multiple spatial
diversity antennas to be incorporated within a handset, particularly at higher frequencies (owing to the reduction in
antenna size as a function of increasing frequency). Furthermore, dual polarization antennas can be placed close
together, with low fading correlation, as can antennas with different patterns (for angle or direction diversity). However,
each antenna element deployed in a wireless handset requires a separate chain of signal processing electronics, which
increases the cost and power consumption of the handset.
[0009] GB 2 367 199 A discloses that an apparatus for receiving ranging signals (e.g. signals from Global Positioning
System satellites) has a receiver coupled to a plurality of spaced antennas. The receiver includes a signal combiner
which receives, from a processing circuit, signal components individually representative of a characteristic of the received
ranging signals (e.g. signal-to-noise ratio) at a respective antenna and weights the said components to produce a range
estimate of improved accuracy in difficult reception conditions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0010] The invention is defined by the appended claims.
[0011] One example comprises a method, and means for accomplishing the method, of receiving a signal, the method
including the steps of :

receiving each of a plurality of replicas by one of a corresponding plurality of antenna elements so as to thereby
generate a plurality of received signal replicas; orthogonally  multiplexing the plurality of received signal replicas
into a multiplexed signal provided to a single processing chain; and transforming, within the single processing chain,
the multiplexed signal into a plurality of separate signals that each corresponds to one of the replicas of the signal.

[0012] In variations, orthogonal multiplexing is carried out according to a complex Walsh coding scheme. In other
variations, respective switching signals to multiplex the signal replicas are offset from each other by 90 degrees.
[0013] An embodiment comprises a method for receiving a signal including the steps of receiving each of a multiplicity
of replicas of the signal by one of a corresponding multiplicity of antenna elements so as to thereby generate a multiplicity
of received signal replicas; switching signal energy from among ones of a first subset of the multiplicity of antenna
elements to create a first signal comprising signal energy from each of the ones of the first subset of the multiplicity of
antenna elements; switching signal energy from among ones of a second subset of the multiplicity of antenna elements
to create a second signal comprising signal energy from each of the ones of the second subset of the multiplicity of
antenna elements; offsetting, in phase, the second signal from the first signal; combining the second signal with the first
signal thereby forming a multiplexed signal comprising information representative of each respective replica of the signal ;
and transforming, within the single processing chain, the multiplexed signal into separate signals wherein each of the
separate signals corresponds to one of the replicas of the signal.
[0014] A further example comprises an apparatus for receiving a signal, the apparatus comprising: a plurality of antenna
elements spatially arranged to receive one of a corresponding plurality of replicas of the signal so as to be capable of
generating a plurality of received signal replicas; a signal processing chain; and an orthogonal multiplexer, coupled
between the plurality of antenna elements and the signal processing chain, wherein the orthogonal multiplexor is con-
figured to receive the plurality of received signal replicas and orthogonally multiplex the plurality of received signal
replicas as a multiplexed signal on to the signal processing chain. The signal processing chain includes a demultiplexer
configured to transform the multiplexed signal into a plurality of separate signals, wherein each of the plurality of separate
signals corresponds to one of the replicas of the signal.
[0015] Yet another example comprises a method for orthogonally multiplexing a signal, the method comprising steps
of generating a plurality of orthogonal signals; multiplying each of the plurality of orthogonal signals by one of a corre-
sponding plurality of replicas of the signal so as to thereby generate a plurality of coded signal replicas, wherein each
of the plurality of replicas of the signal is received by one of a corresponding plurality of antenna elements; and combining
the plurality of coded signal replicas to form a orthogonally multiplexed signal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016] In the accompanying drawings:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a conventional diversity receiver in which the signals received by multiple antenna
elements are weighted and combined in order to generate an output signal;
FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a conventional spatial-temporal (ST) filtering arrangement;
FIG. 3 is a representation of a multiple-input/multiple-output antenna arrangement within a wireless communication
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system;
FIG. 4 is a block diagram depicting a conventional architecture of a multiple receive antenna system in the RF domain;
FIG. 5 is a block diagram representing a digital equivalent to the circuit of FIG. 4;
FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a plural-element antenna processing module in accordance with one embodiment of
the present invention;
FIG. 7 is a flow chart depicting steps traversed by the plural-element antenna processing module of FIG. 6 when
receiving a signal according to one embodiment of the present invention;
FIGS. 8A and 8B are graphs illustratively representing an output of the multiplexing switch of the plural-element
antenna processing module of FIG. 6 in both the time domain and the frequency domain respectively according to
one embodiment;
FIG. 9 is a graph representing a signal waveform appearing at the output of the multiplexing switch of the plural-
element antenna processing module of FIG. 6 according to one embodiment;
FIG! 10 is a graph depicting an output of one of the low-pass filters of the plural-element antenna processing module
of FIG. 6 when the switching tone and a next harmonic are admitted;
FIG. 11 is a graph depicting an output of one of the low-pass filters of the plural-element antenna processing module
of FIG. 6 when only the fundamental switching tone is admitted;
FIGS. 12A and 12B are graphs depicting the pulse shape of an exemplary implementation of the matched filters of
the plural-element antenna processing module of FIG. 6 in the time and frequency domain respectively;
FIGS. 13A and 13B are graphs depicting an output of the matched filters of the  plural-element antenna processing
module of FIG. 6 in the time and frequency domain respectively;
FIG. 14 is a graph depicting a constellation estimate when switching of the plural-element antenna processing
module of FIG. 6 is carried out at five switching operations per symbol;
FIG. 15 is a graph depicting another constellation estimate when switching of the plural-element antenna processing
module of FIG. 6 is carried out at twenty switching operations per symbol;
FIG. 16 is a graph depicting yet another constellation estimate when switching of the plural-element antenna process-
ing module of FIG. 6 is carried out at fifty switching operations per symbol;
FIG. 17 is a graph depicting an average bit error rate for a single antenna system;
FIG. 18 is a graph depicting an average bit error rate for the antenna processing module of FIG. 6 operative at a
switching frequency fs of twenty times (20x) the applicable symbol rate;
FIG. 19 is a graph depicting an average bit error rate for the antenna processing module of FIG. 6 operative at a
switching frequency fs of two times (2x) the applicable symbol rate;
FIG. 20 is another embodiment of an antenna processing module configured to operate with more than two antenna
elements;
FIG. 21 is a flow chart depicting steps traversed by the plural-element antenna processing module of FIG. 20 when
receiving a signal according to one embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 22 is a timing diagram of switching signals applied to two of the antenna elements of FIGS. 6 and 21 according
to one embodiment;
FIG. 23 is a timing diagram of switching signals applied to two of the antenna elements of FIGS. 6 and 21 according
to one embodiment;
FIG. 24 is yet another embodiment of an antenna-processing module configured to operate with more than two
antenna elements;
FIGS. 25A and 25B are a complex Walsh coding matrix and associated timing diagram, according to one embodiment,
utilized to provide switching signals to the mixers of the antenna-processing module of FIG. 24; and
FIGS. 26A and 26B are a complex Walsh coding matrix and associated timing diagram, according to another
embodiment embodiment, utilized to provide switching signals to the mixers of the antenna-processing module of
FIG. 24.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0017] In the following description, various aspects of the present invention will be described. However, it will be
apparent to those skilled in the art that the present invention may be practiced with only some or all aspects of the
present invention. For purposes of explanation, specific numbers, materials and configurations are set forth in order to
provide a thorough understanding of the present invention. However, it will also be apparent to one skilled in the art that
the present invention may be practiced without the specific details. In other instances, well known features are omitted
or simplified in order not to obscure the present invention.
[0018] Various operations will be described as multiple discrete steps performed in turn in a manner that is most helpful
in understanding the present invention, however, the order of description should not be construed as to imply that these
operations are necessarily order dependent, in particular, the order the steps are presented. Furthermore, the phrase
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"in one embodiment" will be used repeatedly, however the phrase does not necessarily refer to the same embodiment,
although it may.
[0019] In order to configure a mobile device to process signals from multiple antenna elements, the cost and power
consumption of the associated electronics within the device should desirably be capable of implementation in a cost-
effective manner. In this regard the present invention is directed to a system and method for implementing multiple
antenna elements within mobile devices in a manner that potentially reduces costs, which typically accompany multi-
element antenna arrangements. The present invention is not limited to mobile devices and may also be applied to
infrastructure elements (e.g., base stations and access points). In addition, the present invention is applicable to nearly
all known wireless standards and modulation schemes (e.g., GSM, CDMA2000, WCDMA, WLAN, fixed wireless stand-
ards, OFDM and CDMA). As will be described below, various advantages offered by the present invention derive from
the multiplexing of the signals received from a number of antenna elements onto a common receive chain processing
path in order to reduce overall power consumption and cost.
[0020] For example, the present invention according to several embodiments provides a reduced-complexity, plural-
element antenna arrangement and associated receiver design capable of being implemented at low cost. In some
embodiments, the antenna arrangement and receiver design does not materially increase power consumption relative
to single-element approaches, thereby rendering it particularly suitable for implementation within wireless handsets.
[0021] In accordance with one aspect of the invention, samples from plural antenna elements are time-multiplexed
onto a single RF processing path using orthogonal switching functions. Demultiplexing is then performed in the digital
domain along with channel selection and spatial and time processing.
[0022] In order to facilitate appreciation of the principals of the invention, a brief overview of various conventional multi-
element antenna systems designed to mitigate delay spread, interference and fading effects is provided with reference
to FIGS. 1- 4.
[0023] Referring first to FIG. 1, shown is a block diagram of a conventional diversity receiver 100 in which the signals
received by multiple antenna elements are weighted and combined in order to generate an output signal. Shown in the
conventional diversity receiver 100 are a collection of M antenna elements 102, and coupled with each respective antenna
element are parallel receive chains 104, 106, 108 that include respective weighting portions 110, 112, 114. The receive
chains 104, 106, 108 all couple with a combiner 116 and a combined single 118 exits from the combiner 116.
[0024] With M antenna elements, such an array generally provides an increased antenna gain of "M" as well as a
diversity gain against multipath fading dependent upon the correlation of the fading among the antenna elements. In
this context the antenna gain is defined as the reduction in required receive signal power for a given average output
signal-to-noise ratio (SNR), while the diversity gain is defined as the reduction in the required average output SNR for
a given bit error rate (BER) with fading.
[0025] For interference mitigation, each of the M antenna elements 102 are weighted at the respective weighting
portions 110, 112, 114 and combined in the combiner 116 to maximize signal-to-interference-plus-noise ratio (SINR).
This weighting process is usually implemented in a manner that minimizes mean squared error (MMSE), and utilizes
the correlation of the interference to reduce the interference power.
[0026] Turning now to FIG. 2, a block diagram is shown of a conventional spatial-temporal (ST) filtering arrangement
200. Shown are a first antenna 202 and a second antenna 204  respectively coupled to a first linear equalizer 206 and
a second linear equalizer 208. Outputs of each of the first and second linear equalizers 206, 208 are coupled to a
combiner 210, and an output of the combiner 201 is coupled to an MLSE/DFE portion 212.
[0027] The filtering arrangement of FIG. 2 is designed to eliminate delay spread using joint space-time processing. In
general, since the CCI is unknown at the receiver, optimum space-time (ST) equalizers, either in the sense of a minimum
mean square error (MMSE) or maximum signal-to-interference-plus-noise ratio (SINR), typically include a whitening
filter, e.g. linear equalizers (LE) 206, 208 that whitens the CCI both spatially and temporally, and the filtering arrangement
of FIG. 2 is typical of such systems. As shown in FIG. 2, the linear equalizers (LE) 206, 208 are followed by a non-linear
filter that is represented by the MLSE/DFE portion 212, which is implemented using either a decision feedback equalizer
(DFE) or maximum-likelihood sequence estimator (MLSE).
[0028] As is known to one of ordinary skill in the art, the turbo principle can also be used to replace the non-linear
filters with superior performance, but higher computational complexity. Using ST processing (STP) techniques, SNR
gains of up to 4 dB and SINR gains of up to 21 dB has been reported with a modest number of antenna elements.
[0029] Referring next to FIG. 3, shown is a generic representation of a multiple-input/multiple-output antenna arrange-
ment within a wireless communication system. Shown are a transmitter (TX) 302 coupled to multiple transmit antennas
304, and the multiple transmitter antennas 304 are shown transmitting a signal via time varying obstructions 306 to
multiple receive antennas 308 that are coupled to a receiver (RX) 310. As shown, multiple antenna elements are deployed
at both the transmitter (TX) 302 and receiver (RX) 310 of the wireless communication system.
[0030] In addition to multiple-input/multiple-output antenna (MIMO) arrangements, other antenna arrangements may
be categorized, based upon the number of "inputs" and "outputs" to the channel linking a transmitter and receiver, as
follows:
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• Single-input/single-output (SISO) systems, which include transceivers (e.g., mobile units and a base station) with
a single antenna for uplink and down link communications.

• Multi-input/single-output (MISO) systems, which include one or more receivers, which downlink via multiple antenna
inputs, and one or more transmitters, which uplink via a single antenna output.

• Single-input/multi-output (SIMO) systems, which include one or more receivers, which downlink via a single antenna
input, and one or more transmitters, which uplink via multiple antenna outputs.

[0031] One aspect of the attractiveness of multi-element antenna arrangements, particularly MIMOs, resides in the
significant system capacity enhancements that can be achieved using these configurations. Assuming perfect estimates
of the applicable channel at both the transmitter and receiver are available, in a MIMO system with M receive antennas
the received signal decomposes to M independent channels. This results in an M-fold capacity increase relative to SISO
systems. For a fixed overall transmitted power, the capacity offered by MIMOs scale with increasing SNR for a large,
but practical, number of M of antenna elements.
[0032] In the particular case of fading multipath channels, it has been found that the use of MIMO arrangements
permits capacity to be scaled by nearly M additional bits/cycle for each 3-dB increase in SNR. This MIMO scaling attribute
is in contrast to a baseline configuration, characterized by M=1, which by Shannon’s classical formula scales as one
more bit/cycle for every 3-dB of SNR increase. It is noted that this increase in capacity that MIMO systems afford is
achieved without any additional bandwidth relative to the single element baseline configuration.
[0033] However, widespread deployment of multi-element antenna arrangements in wireless communication systems
(particularly within wireless handsets) has been hindered by the resultant increase in complexity and associated increased
power consumption, cost and size. These parameter increases result, at least in part, from a requirement in many
proposed architectures that a separate receiver chain be provided for each for each antenna element.
[0034] For example, FIG. 4 depicts one conventional architecture of a multiple receive antenna system in the RF
domain. As shown, the implementation of FIG. 4 includes a separate receive chain 402, 404, 406 for each of M antenna
elements, and each receive chain 402, 404, 406 includes elements to perform amplification, filtering and mixing. As a
consequence, the cost of implementing a system with this architecture is higher than a system with a single receive chain.
[0035] This approach is further disadvantageous because analog phase shifters and variable gain amplifiers are
utilized, which renders it relatively expensive and susceptible to performance degradation as a result of aging, temperature
variation, and deviation from  prescribed tolerances. In addition, because the implementation of FIG. 4 makes use of a
phase relationship between the received and transmitted antenna elements (i.e., the path differential delay is maintained
throughout each receive processing chain), rigid adherence to tolerances and accurate calibration is required in each
RF processing chain.
[0036] Referring next FIG. 5, shown is a block diagram representing a digital equivalent to the circuit of FIG. 4. In
general, the performance of the digital circuit arrangement of FIG. 5 5 is degraded for substantially the same reasons
as was described above with reference to FIG. 4. That is, the duplication of the entire receiver chain (i.e., from RF to
baseband) associated with each antenna element leads to an increase in size, cost, complexity and power consumption
relative to single antenna approaches. As a result, multi-element antenna configurations have heretofore been unsuitable
for deployment in the handsets and other mobile terminals used within wireless communication systems.

Overview and System Architecture

[0037] As is described in further detail below, several embodiments of the reduced-complexity antenna arrangement
and receiver of the present invention are premised on consolidating the RF processing operations associated with each
antenna element into a single processing chain, and in some embodiments RF processing operations are consolidated
into a single processing chain as soon as is practicable.
[0038] In some embodiments, this consolidation is achieved by multiplexing samples from a switch element connected
to a pair of antenna elements onto a single RF processing chain. Upon completion of the RF processing effected by this
single RF chain, the incident signals are passed through matched filters operative to reduce the applicable sample
frequency to the appropriate base band rate. Upon recovery of the signals initially received by each antenna element
in the digital domain, the recovered signals are then subjected to conventional spatial processing. The structure may
be generalized for use with more than a pair of antenna elements by modifying the structure of the multiplexer/demul-
tiplexer and the sample spacing of the signal streams provided to the matched filters associated with each antenna
element.
[0039] FIG. 6 is a block diagram, which illustratively represents a receiver front end incorporating a plural-element
antenna processing module 600 in accordance with one embodiment of the present invention. The plural-element antenna
processing module 600 includes first and second antenna elements 602 and 604 coupled through a multiplexer  switch
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608 to an RF processing chain 610. While referring to FIG. 6, simultaneous reference will be made to FIG. 7, which is
a flowchart illustrating steps carried out by the plural-element antenna processing module 600 according to one embod-
iment of the present invention.
[0040] In operation, the first and second antenna elements 602 and 604 initially receive a signal from two spatially
distinct locations. Thus, replicas of the signal are received at each of the first and second antenna elements 602 and
604 (Step 702). In several embodiments, the replicas received at the first and second antenna elements 602 and 604
are uncorrelated replicas of the signal.
[0041] Each of the replicas of the signal received at the first and second antenna elements 602 and 604 are then
orthogonally multiplexed on to the processing chain 610 (Step 704). In some embodiments, the orthogonal multiplexing
is carried out by multiplying one replica of the signal received (e.g., at the first antenna 602) by a first switching signal,
and multiplying another replica of the signal received (e.g., at the second antenna 604) by a second switching signal,
which is 90 degrees out of phase with the first switching signal.
[0042] Referring briefly to FIG. 23, shown are two square waves, out of phase by 90 degrees, which are exemplary
of square waves used as switching signals to multiply received replicas of the signal received at the first and second
antennas 602, 604 according to one embodiment. As shown in FIG. 23, each of the square waves reverses polarity
during each cycle. It should be recognized, however, that switching-square waves need not reverse polarity during each
cycle, but by employing square waves that reverse polarity during each cycle (i.e., that more closely resemble a sin
wave), fewer harmonics are produced during the multiplexing process, and as a consequence, less rigorous filtering of
the multiplexed signal is required.
[0043] In other embodiments, as discussed further with reference to FIGS. 24 and 25, the frequency spreading is
performed in accordance with complex Walsh coding principals.
[0044] As one of ordinary skill in the art recognizes, the multiplexer 608 may be implemented using various combinations
of hardware and software/firmware. In one embodiment, for example, a single-pole double-throw (SPDT) switch is utilized
in connection with frequency-offset techniques to orthogonally multiplex replicas of a signal. Alternatively, as discussed
further with respect to FIG. 24, mixers are implemented to providing switching signals to the replicas of the received signal.
[0045] Referring briefly to FIGS. 8A and 8B, shown are representations of the output of the multiplexing switch 608
in both the time domain and the frequency domain respectively for an exemplary embodiment, in which replicas of the
signal are not phase offset and the fundamental tone required to implement the oscillation of the switching process is
offset from the carrier fc by 218 kHz. In the time domain representation of FIG. 8A, the time-multiplexing of the signals
received from the first and second antenna elements 602, 604 upon RF processing chain 610 is evident and makes
apparent that the received signals differ primarily only in amplitude in this example. The spreading of the signal received
by the antenna elements 602, 604 due to the operation of the multiplexing switch 608 is made apparent by the power
spectrum plot in FIG. 8B. Higher order harmonics are also apparent in the power spectrum plot of FIG. 8B, and in general
only the centre frequency and each of these 218 kHz offsets are passed into the ADCs 634, 636.
[0046] Mathematically, multiplexing may be represented as an application of switching signals s1(t) and s2(t) to the
signal energy r1(t) received by the first antenna element 602 "Ant 1" and to the signal energy r2(t) received by the second
antenna element 604 "Ant 2" results in: 

where

s1(t) = 1 + cos( 2π fs/2t )
s2(t) = 1 + cos( 2π fs/2t + π )
r1(t) = sin( 2πfct + p1(t) )
r2(t) = sin( 2πfct + p2(t) )
p1(t) = base band phase process as received on Ant 1
p2(t) = base band phase process as received on Ant 2

[0047] It is noted that in the above mathematical representation a sin waveform rather than a square waveform is
utilized as the switching function. As a result, calculations are simplified because of the lower harmonic content of
sinusoidal waveforms relative to square waveforms.
[0048] As previously discussed, in several embodiments, switching signals (e.g., square waves) that reverse polarity
during each cycle are used to more closely approximate a sin waveform. This substantially reduces or eliminates spurious
harmonic energy that is potentially produced.



EP 2 521 272 B1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0049] Returning again to the mathematical representation, an expansion of m(t) yields: 

[0050] The spectrum of the signal m(t) appears as a centre peak at the carrier frequency fc, and has identical side
lobes offset by fs/2 on either side of fc.
[0051] In one exemplary embodiment, the multiplexer 608 switches at a rate of at least twenty (20) times the symbol
rate of the information received by the antenna elements 602 and 604. However, in alternate embodiments, the switching
rate of the orthogonal multiplexor 608 ranges from approximately twice the applicable symbol rate to larger than 20 times
such rate.
[0052] Next, the multiplexed signal from the multiplexer 608 is down converted from RF frequency (Step 706). On of
ordinary skill in the art will recognize that a single one of the side lobes discussed above contains the sum of the two
signals of interest with a phase offset of π radians, and one side lobe reduces the applicable expression to the sum of
two sinusoids offset in phase: 

[0053] When p1(t) = p2(t), however, then this component is zero and is not of practical utility. Thus, in several embod-
iments, because m(t) is the signal of interest, the received signal energy is mixed down at the carrier frequency.
[0054] In one embodiment, as shown in FIG. 6 for example, the RF processing chain 610 includes an in-phase (I)
branch 614 and a quadrature-phase (Q) branch 618 which respectively include a first mixer device 620 and a second
mixer device 624. As shown, the  first mixer device 620 is supplied with a mixing signal cos(fc),where fc denotes the
frequency of the received carrier signal. Similarly, the second mixer device 624 is supplied with the mixing signal sin
(fc). The mixer devices 620 and 624 function to mix down the received signal energy at the carrier frequency fc, which
results in generation of a center peak at DC and a pair of side lobes "folded" on top of each other at the one half of the
switching frequency (fs/2) of the multiplexing switch 608.
[0055] As shown in FIG. 6, the signal energy from the first mixer device 620 and the second mixer device 624 is
provided to a first low-pass filter 630 and a second low-pass filter 632 respectively, and in one embodiment, the signal
energy in both the in-phase (I) branch 614 and the quadrature-phase (Q) branch 618 is filtered at a cut-off of fs.
[0056] After low pass filtering at a cut-off offs (which leaves s1(t) and s2(t) intact), the I and Q components of m(t) are
obtained as follows: 

[0057] These results are desirable because the function s1(t) and s2(t) may be regarded as being of square form.
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[0058] FIGS. 9-11 provide exemplary representations of various signals existing proximate the low-pass filters 630
and 632. Specifically, FIG. 9 represents a signal waveform appearing at the output of the multiplexing switch 608 prior
to filtering by one of the low-pass filters 630 and 632.
[0059] FIG. 10 depicts the output of one of the low-pass filters 630 and 632 in the case where the switching tone and
the next harmonic are admitted.
[0060] In contrast, FIG. 11 represents the signal appearing at the output of one of the low-pass filters in the case where
only the fundamental switching tone is admitted.
[0061] The filtered signals from the first and second low pass filters 630 and 632 are provided to a demultiplexer 638
via a first analog to digital converter (ADC) 634 and a  second ADC 636 where the filtered signals are converted from
analog to digital (Step 708). The digital signals from the first analog to digital converter (ADC) 634 and a second ADC
636 are then demultiplexed by the demultiplexer 638 (Step 710).
[0062] The demultiplexer 638 operates to route samples from the first antenna element 602 to a first slot buffer 642
and from the second antenna element 604 to a second slot buffer 644. Thus, the demultiplexor 638 provides separate
signals that are representative of the signal replicas received at the first and second antenna elements 602, 604. The
buffered samples from the first slot buffer 642 and the second slot buffer 644 are then pulse matched filtered by a first
matched filter 650 and a second matched filter 654 respectively (Step 712). After pulse matched filtering, the separate
signals from the first and second pulse matched filters 650, 654 are spatially processed by a spatial processing module
660 (Step 714). In one exemplary embodiment, the spatial processing module 660 executes known spatial processing
algorithms in the digital domain.
[0063] FIGS. 12A and 12B depict a pulse shape of an exemplary implementation of the matched filters 650, 654 in
the time and frequency domain respectively. FIGS. 13A and 13B depict the output of the matched filters 650, 654 in
both the time and frequency domains.
[0064] In one embodiment, the pulse matched filters 650, 654 are not configured to take into consideration disconti-
nuities in the separate demultiplexed signals that are a result of the sampling of the received signals r1(t) and r2(t) during
the multiplexing operation effected by the multiplexing switch 608. As the switching frequency fs increases to orders of
magnitude greater than the symbol frequency of the received energy, however, any losses incurred during this effective
sampling process tend to become negligible.
[0065] For example FIGS. 14-16 depict base band constellation estimates generated (in the absence of noise and
interference) on the basis of operation at 5, 20 and 50 switching operations per symbol, respectively. As shown, as
switching frequency is increased, losses due to the sampling process become negligible.
[0066] In other embodiments, the pulse matched filters 650, 654 are configured to take into consideration discontinuities
in the separate demultiplexed signals that are a result of the sampling of the received signals r1(t) and r2(t) during the
multiplexing operation. The pulse matched filters 650, 654 in these embodiments integrate the buffered samples from
the first slot buffer 642 and the second slot buffer 644 (i.e. the separate low pass signals after low  pass filtering,
demultiplexing and buffering) in order to gather a maximum amount of energy at the sampling instants. This is accom-
plished by the filters 650, 654 being matched to the separate low pass signals as the complex conjugate of the separate
low pass signals.
[0067] The signal-to-noise performance of a receiver incorporating a processing module, e.g., the processing module
600 configured with two antenna elements, e.g., the first and second antenna elements 602, 604 has been compared
to the performance obtained using a receiver including only a single antenna element. In general, it has been found that
the spatial diversity offered by the configuration of the present invention yields superior results in the presence of signal
fading. In the case where interferers having linearly independent spatial signatures are in existence, the configuration
of the present invention has been found to offer substantial improvements in signal-to-noise performance.
[0068] Referring next to FIGS. 17-19, for example, the average error rate is respectively depicted for the simulated
cases of (i) a single antenna, (ii) an antenna processing module 600 configured with two antennas and operative at a
switching frequency fs of twenty times (20x) the applicable symbol rate, and (iii) an antenna processing module 600
configured with two antennas and operative at a switching frequency fs of two times (2x) the applicable symbol rate.
[0069] Referring next to FIG. 18, it is observed that at the moderate switching frequency fs of 20x/symbol a significant
advantage is obtained over the single antenna case (FIG. 17). In contrast, FIG. 19 indicates that at a switching frequency
fs of 2x/symbol, performance is degraded relative to the case of FIG. 18. Nonetheless, the performance at an fs of 2x/
symbol appears to be superior to that of the single antenna case (FIG. 17). It should be noted that appropriate design
of each matched filter 650, 654 may substantially reduce or eliminate any difference in performance as a function of
switching frequency fs.
[0070] Referring next to FIG. 20, shown is another embodiment of an antenna-processing module 2000 configured to
operate with more than two antenna elements. As shown, the plural-element antenna processing module 2000 includes
a first, a second, a third and a forth antenna elements 2002, 2004, 2006, 2008 coupled to a multiplexer 2001, which is
coupled to an RF processing chain 2016. While referring to FIG. 20, simultaneous reference will be made to FIG. 21,
which is a flowchart illustrating steps carried out by the antenna-processing module 2000 according to one embodiment
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of the present invention.
[0071] In operation, the antennas 2002, 2004, 2006, 2008 receive a signal at spatially distinct locations, and as a
consequence, each of the antennas 2002, 2004, 2006, 2008 receives a respective replica of the signal (Step 2102). In
several embodiments, the antennas 2002, 2004, 2006, 2008 are arranged so that each receives an uncorrelated replica
of the signal.
[0072] In one embodiment, as shown in FIG. 20, the multiplexer 2001 includes a first and second multiplexing switches
2010, 2012, which operate as single-pole double-throw (SPDT) switches. The first and second antennas 2002, 2004
are coupled as a first subset of the four antennas 2002, 2004, 2006, 2008 to the first multiplexing switch 2010 and the
third and forth antennas 2006, 2008 are coupled as a second subset of the four antennas 2002, 2004, 2006, 2008 to
the second multiplexing switch 2012.
[0073] In the present embodiment, the first multiplexing switch 2010 switches between the first and second antenna
elements 2002, 2004 at a rate of fs/2 to create a first signal 2014 (Step 2104). Similarly, the second multiplexing switch
2012 switches between the third and forth antenna elements 2006, 2008 at the same rate of fs/2 to create a second
signal 2016 (Step 2106). The second signal 2016 is then offset, in phase, from the first signal by 90 degrees (Step 2108).
[0074] Referring briefly to FIG. 22, shown are two switching signals utilized, in one embodiment, to perform switching
between the first and second antenna elements 2002, 2004 (and between the third and forth antenna elements 2006,
2008) to form the first and second signals 2014, 2016 of FIG. 20 respectively. In this embodiment, formation of the first
signal is carried out by multiplying a signal replica received at the first antenna 2002 by a first square wave and multiplying
a signal replica received at the second antenna 2004 by a second square wave that is 180 degrees out of phase with
the first square wave. The same switching scheme is applied to the second and third antennas to form the second signal,
and then, as described above, the second signal 2016 is offset by 90 degrees from the first signal.
[0075] Referring briefly to FIG. 23, shown are two switching signals utilized in another embodiment to perform switching
between the first and second antenna elements 2002, 2004 and between the third and forth antenna elements 2006,
2008 to form the first and second signals 2014, 2016 of FIG. 20 respectively. As shown in FIG. 23 the two switching
signals square waves that are 90 degrees out of phase with each other and both reverse polarity during each cycle.
[0076] In this embodiment, formation of the first signal is carried out by multiplying a signal replica received at the first
antenna 2002 by the first square wave and multiplying a signal replica received at the second antenna 2004 by the
second square wave that is 90 degrees out of phase with the first square wave. This same switching scheme applied
to the second and third antennas to form the second signal, and then the second signal 2016 is offset by 90 degrees
from the first signal.
[0077] Next, the first and second signals 2014, 2016 are combined to form an orthogonally multiplexed signal on a
processing chain 2016 (Step 2110). In this way, four antenna elements are multiplexed onto a common receive chain
within an identical bandwidth as would be employed for a two-antenna element embodiment. As a consequence, the
present embodiment can be implemented with less cost relative to other designs.
[0078] For example, relative to a multiplexer comprising a single-pole four-throw switch configured to switch between
four antennas, the present embodiment uses half the bandwidth, and as a consequence, the present embodiment is
more cost effective.
[0079] The multiplexed signal is then downconverted by a mixer device 2018 (Step 2112), and filtered by a low-pass
filter 2020 before being converted from analog to digital by a digital converter 2022.
[0080] After conversion to a digital representation, the multiplexed signal is then demultiplexed by a demultiplexor
2024 into four separate signals that are each representative of a corresponding replica of the signal as received at a
corresponding one of the four antenna elements 2002, 2004, 2006, 2008 (Step 2114). The four separate signals are
then pulse matched filtered by respective pulse matched filters 2026, 2028, 2030, 2032 before being received by a
spatial processing portion 2034.
[0081] Referring next to FIG. 24, shown is yet another embodiment of an antenna processing module 2400 configured
to operate with more than two antenna elements. As shown, the plural-element antenna processing module 2400 includes
a first, a second, a third and a forth antenna elements 2402, 2404, 2406, 2408 coupled to a multiplexer 2410, which is
coupled to an RF processing chain 2016.
[0082] In operation, the antennas 2402, 2404, 2406, 2408 receive a signal at spatially distinct locations. As a conse-
quence, each of the antennas 2402, 2404, 2406, 2408 receives a respective replica of the signal. In several embodiments,
the antennas 2402, 2404, 2406, 2408 are arranged so that each receives an uncorrelated replica of the signal.
[0083] As shown in FIG. 24, the multiplexer 2410 in the present embodiment includes a first, a second, a third and a
forth mixing units 2412, 2414, 2416, 2418 that are respectively coupled to the antennas 2402, 2404, 2406, 2408. The
mixing units 2412, 2414, 2416, 2418 operate to inject switching signals into each of the signal replicas received at the
respective antennas 2402, 2404, 2406, 2408. In several embodiments, the switching signals provided by each of the
mixers are orthogonal switching signals.
[0084] In one embodiment for example, the switching signals are implemented according to a complex Walsh coding
scheme. Referring briefly to FIGS. 25A and 25B, for example, shown are one embodiment of complex Walsh code matrix
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and a corresponding signal-timing diagram respectively. It should be noted that each element in the complex code matrix
of FIG. 25 is a complex number, but in the present embodiment, the imaginary component of each element is zero for
sake of simplicity. It should also be noted that in the present embodiment, the elements in the matrix are either 0 or a
1, which correspond to either an "off" or "on" state.
[0085] In operation, each row of the complex Walsh matrix is interpreted, e.g., by a CPU (not shown) and a corre-
sponding switching signal is created, as shown in FIG. 25B, that is provided to a corresponding mixing unit 2412, 2414,
2416, 2418. The mixing units 2412, 2414, 2416, 2418 then mix the switching signals with the respective replicas received
at the antennas 2402,2404,2406,2408. For example, the first row of the complex Walsh matrix in FIG. 25A is 0, 0, 0, 1,
and as a consequence, during a first three switching cycles, as shown in FIG. 25B, the mixer 2412 mixes an "off" signal
with the signal replica received at the first antenna 2402.
[0086] Referring to FIGS. 26A and 26B, shown are another embodiment of complex Walsh code matrix and a corre-
sponding signal-timing diagram respectively. As shown in FIG. 26A, the elements of the complex Walsh code matrix
are either a 1 or a -1, and as a result; corresponding signals, as shown in FIG. 26B, (in some instances) reverse polarity
from cycle to cycle. As a consequence, there are fewer harmonics produced when mixing the signals shown in FIG. 26B
relative to the signals shown in FIG. 25B.
[0087] After the signal replicas from the antennas 2402, 2404, 2406, 2408 are mixed by respective switching signals,
e.g., the switching signals described with reference to FIGS. 25B and 26B, the coded signal replicas 2420, 2422, 2424,
2426 are then combined by a signal combiner 2428 to produce an orthogonally multiplexed signal on the processing
chain 2430.
[0088] It should be noted that the orthogonal multiplexing scheme of the present embodiment is one embodiment of
carrying out Step 704 of FIG. 7.
[0089] After multiplexing, in some embodiments, the multiplexed signal is down converted by a mixer 2430, filtered
by a low pass filter 2432, converted to a digital signal by an analog to digital converter 2434 and then demultiplexed, by
a demultiplexor 2436 into four representations of the original signal replicas received at the antennas 2402, 2404, 2406,
2408. The separate signals are then pulse match filtered by respective pulse matched filters 2438, 2440, 2442, 2444
before being spatially processed by a spatial processing unit 2446.
[0090] The described and other embodiments could be implemented in systems including, but not limited to time
division multiple access (TDMA), code division multiple access (CDMA), frequency division multiple access (FDMA),
orthogonal frequency division multiple access (OFDM), or any combination of these. This could also include systems
using any type of modulation to encode the digital data.
[0091] The foregoing description, for purposes of explanation, used specific nomenclature to provide a thorough
understanding of the invention. However, it will be apparent to one skilled in the art that the specific details are not
required in order to practice the invention. In other instances, well-known circuits and devices are shown in block diagram
form in order to avoid unnecessary distraction from the underlying invention. Thus, the foregoing descriptions of specific
embodiments of the present invention are presented for purposes of illustration and description. They are not intended
to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise forms disclosed, obviously many modifications and variations are
possible in view of the above teachings. The embodiments were chosen and described in order to best explain the
principles of the invention and its practical applications, to thereby enable others skilled in the art to best utilize the
invention and various embodiments with various modifications as are suited to the particular use contemplated.
[0092] According to an aspect of the invention, a method for receiving a signal is provided, comprising: receiving a
plurality of replicas of the signal, each of the plurality of replicas being received by one of a corresponding plurality of
antenna elements so as to thereby generate a plurality of received signal replicas; orthogonally multiplexing the plurality
of received signal replicas into a multiplexed signal provided to a single processing chain; and transforming, within the
single processing chain, the multiplexed signal into a plurality of separate signals wherein each of the plurality of separate
signals corresponds to one of the replicas of the signal.
[0093] Advantageously, the transforming includes frequency downconverting the multiplexed signal, thereby gener-
ating a downconverted multiplexed signal.
[0094] Advantageously, the method further includes converting the downconverted multiplexed signal to a digital
multiplexed signal.
[0095] Advantageously, the method further includes demultiplexing the digital multiplexed signal into the plurality of
separate signals.
[0096] Advantageously, the orthogonally multiplexing comprises frequency spreading the plurality of replicas on to
the single processing chain according to an orthogonal coding scheme.
[0097] Advantageously, the frequency spreading is carried out according to a Walsh coding scheme.
[0098] Advantageously, the frequency spreading is carried out according to a complex Walsh coding scheme.
[0099] Advantageously, the orthogonally multiplexing comprises offsetting, by ninety degrees in phase, one of the
plurality of replicas from another one of the plurality of replicas.
[0100] Advantageously, the method further comprises: multiplying the other one of the plurality of replicas by a first
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square wave; multiplying the one of the plurality of replicas by a  second square wave offset in phase from the first
square wave by ninety degrees.
[0101] Advantageously, the first and second square waves reverse polarity during each cycle.
[0102] Advantageously, the method further includes: pulse match filtering each of the separate signals.
[0103] Advantageously, the receiving includes receiving the plurality of replicas of the signal as uncorrelated replicas
of the signal.
[0104] Advantageously, the orthogonally multiplexing the plurality of replicas includes: switching between a first subset
of the plurality of antenna elements to create a first signal of respective replicas of the signal from the first subset of the
plurality of antenna elements; switching between a second subset of the plurality of antenna elements to create a second
signal of respective replicas of the signal from the second subset of the plurality of antenna elements; offsetting, in
phase, the second signal from the first signal; and combining the second signal with the first signal thereby forming the
multiplexed signal.
[0105] According to an aspect, a method is provided for receiving a signal comprising: receiving a multiplicity of replicas
of the signal, each of the multiplicity of replicas being received by one of a corresponding multiplicity of antenna elements
so as to thereby generate a multiplicity of received signal replicas; switching signal energy from among ones of a first
subset of the multiplicity of antenna elements to create a first signal comprising signal energy from each of the ones of
the first subset of the multiplicity of antenna elements; switching signal energy from among ones of a second subset of
the multiplicity of antenna elements to create a second signal comprising signal energy from each of the ones of the
second subset of the multiplicity of antenna elements; offsetting, in phase, the second signal from the first signal;
combining the second signal with the first signal, thereby forming a multiplexed signal comprising information represent-
ative of each respective replica of the signal; and transforming, within the single processing chain, the multiplexed signal
into separate signals wherein each of the separate signals corresponds to one of the replicas of the signal.
[0106] Advantageously, the transforming includes frequency downconverting the multiplexed signal, thereby gener-
ating a downconverted multiplexed signal.
[0107] Advantageously, the method further includes converting the downconverted multiplexed signal to a digital
multiplexed signal.
[0108] Advantageously, the method further includes demultiplexing the digital multiplexed signal into the separate
signals.
[0109] Advantageously, the switching signal energy from among ones of a first subset of the multiplicity of antenna
elements includes switching between a first pair of the multiplicity of antenna elements to create the first signal, wherein
the switching signal energy from among ones of a second subset of the multiplicity of antenna elements includes switching
between a second pair of the multiplicity of antenna elements to create the second signal.
[0110] Advantageously, the switching between the first pair of the multiplicity of antenna elements includes multiplying
each respective replica of the signal at each of the first pair of the multiplicity of antenna elements by respective square
waves wherein each of the respective square waves are out of phase by 180 degrees.
[0111] Advantageously, the respective square waves reverse polarity during each cycle.
[0112] Advantageously, the switching between the first pair of the multiplicity of antenna elements includes multiplying
each respective replica of the signal at each of the first pair of the multiplicity of antenna elements by respective square
waves wherein each of the respective square waves are out of phase by 90 degrees.
[0113] Advantageously, the respective square waves reverse polarity during each cycle.
[0114] According to an aspect, an apparatus is provided for receiving a signal comprising: a plurality of antenna
elements, wherein the plurality of antenna elements are spatially arranged to receive one of a corresponding plurality
of replicas of the signal so as to be capable of generating a plurality of received signal replicas; a signal processing
chain; and  an orthogonal multiplexer, coupled between the plurality of antenna elements and the signal processing
chain, wherein the orthogonal multiplexor is configured to receive the plurality of received signal replicas and orthogonally
multiplex the plurality of received signal replicas as a multiplexed signal on to the signal processing chain; wherein the
signal processing chain includes a demultiplexer configured to transform the multiplexed signal into a plurality of separate
signals, wherein each of the plurality of separate signals corresponds to one of the replicas of the signal.
[0115] Advantageously, the orthogonal multiplexer includes: a first switch coupled to a first subset of the plurality of
antenna elements wherein the first switch is configured to switch between a first subset of the plurality of antenna
elements to create, at an output of the first switch, a first signal of respective replicas of the signal from the first subset
of the plurality of antenna elements; a second switch coupled to a second subset of the plurality of antenna elements
wherein the second switch is configured to switch between a second subset of the plurality of antenna elements to
create, at an output of the second switch, a second signal of respective replicas of the signal from the second subset of
the plurality of antenna elements; a phase offsetting portion coupled to the output of the second switch wherein the
phase offsetting portion is configured to generate, at an offsetting output, an offset signal wherein the offset signal is
offset in phase from the first signal; and a signal combiner coupled to the output of the first switch and the offsetting
output and configured to receive and combine the first signal and the offset signal to form the multiplexed signal on the
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signal processing chain.
[0116] Advantageously, the first and second switches are single-pole double-throw switches.
[0117] Advantageously, the orthogonal multiplexer comprises: a plurality of mixers configured to provided a plurality
of mixed signals, wherein each of the plurality of mixers is coupled to one of the plurality of antenna elements, wherein
each mixer is configured to generate one of the plurality of mixed signals by mixing one of a plurality of orthogonal
switching signals with the one of the corresponding plurality of replicas of the signal received at each of the plurality of
antenna elements; and a combiner coupled the plurality of mixers and configured to receive and combine the plurality
of mixed signals thereby forming the multiplexed signal.
[0118] Advantageously, the signal processing chain includes: a downconverting mixer coupled to the orthogonal mixer,
wherein the downconverting mixer is configured to downconvert the multiplexed signal into a downconverted multiplexed
signal.
[0119] Advantageously, the signal processing chain includes: an analog to digital converter coupled to the downcon-
verting mixer wherein the analog to digital converter is configured to convert the downconverted multiplexed signal into
a digital multiplexed signal, wherein the demultiplexer is configured to transform the digital multiplexed signal into the
plurality of separate signals.
[0120] According to an aspect, an apparatus is provided for receiving a signal comprising: means for receiving a
plurality of replicas of the signal; a signal processing chain; means for orthogonally multiplexing the plurality of received
signal replicas into a multiplexed signal provided to the signal processing chain; and means for transforming, within the
signal processing chain, the multiplexed signal into a plurality of separate signals wherein each of the plurality of separate
signals corresponds to one of the replicas of the signal.
[0121] Advantageously, the means for transforming includes means for frequency downconverting the multiplexed
signal into a downconverted multiplexed signal.
[0122] Advantageously, the apparatus further includes means for converting the downconverted multiplexed into a
digital multiplexed signal.
[0123] Advantageously, the apparatus further includes means for demultiplexing the digital multiplexed signal into the
plurality of separate signals.
[0124] Advantageously, the means for orthogonally multiplexing comprises means for frequency spreading the plurality
of replicas on to the signal processing chain according to an orthogonal coding scheme.
[0125] Advantageously, the means for frequency spreading comprises means for carrying out frequency spreading
according to a Walsh coding scheme.
[0126] Advantageously, the means for frequency spreading comprises means for carrying out the frequency spreading
according to a complex Walsh coding scheme.
[0127] Advantageously, the means for orthogonally multiplexing comprises means for offsetting, by ninety degrees in
phase, one of the plurality of replicas from another one of the plurality of replicas.
[0128] Advantageously, the apparatus further comprises: means for multiplying the other one of the plurality of replicas
by a first square wave ; and means for multiplying the one of the plurality of replicas by a second square wave offset in
phase from the first square wave by ninety degrees.
[0129] Advantageously, the means for multiplying the other one and the means for multiplying the one include respective
means for multiplying the other one and the one of the plurality of replicas by the first square wave first and second
square waves wherein the first and second square waves reverse polarity during each cycle.
[0130] Advantageously, the apparatus further includes: means for pulse match filtering each of the separate signals.
[0131] Advantageously, the means for receiving includes means for receiving the plurality of replicas of the signal as
uncorrelated replicas of the signal.
[0132] Advantageously, the means for orthogonally multiplexing the plurality of replicas includes: means for switching
between a first subset of the plurality of antenna elements to create a first signal of respective replicas of the signal from
the first subset of the plurality of antenna elements; means for switching between a second subset of the plurality of
antenna elements to create a second signal of respective replicas of the signal from the second subset of the plurality
of antenna elements; means for offsetting, in phase, the second signal from the first signal; and means for combining
the second signal with the first signal thereby forming the multiplexed signal.
[0133] According to an aspect, a method for orthogonally multiplexing a signal comprises: generating a plurality of
orthogonal signals; multiplying each of the plurality of orthogonal signals by one of a corresponding plurality of replicas
of the signal so as to thereby generate a plurality of coded signal replicas, wherein each of the plurality of replicas of
the signal is received by one of a corresponding plurality of antenna elements; and combining the plurality of coded
signal replicas to form an orthogonally multiplexed signal.
[0134] Advantageously, the generating includes generating the plurality of orthogonal signals according to a Walsh
coding scheme.
[0135] Advantageously, the generating includes generating at least two of the orthogonal signals as orthogonal signals
that reverse polarity during each cycle.
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[0136] Advantageously, the signal complies with a communication protocol selected from the group consisting of :
orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM), time division multiple access (TDMA), code division multiple access
(CDMA), gaussian minimum shift keying (GMSK), complementary code keying (CCK), quadrature phase shift keying
(QPSK), frequency shift keying (FSK), phase shift keying (PSK), and quadrature amplitude modulation (QAM).

Claims

1. A method for receiving a signal comprising:

receiving a multiplicity of replicas of the signal, each of the multiplicity of replicas being received by one of a
corresponding multiplicity of antenna elements so as to thereby generate a multiplicity of received signal replicas;
switching signal energy from among ones of a first subset of the multiplicity of antenna elements to create a
first signal comprising signal energy from each of the ones of the first subset of the multiplicity of antenna
elements;
switching signal energy from among ones of a second subset of the multiplicity of antenna elements to create
a second signal comprising signal energy from each of the ones of the second subset of the multiplicity of
antenna elements;
offsetting, in phase, the second signal from the first signal;
combining the second signal with the first signal, thereby forming a multiplexed signal comprising information
representative of each respective replica of the signal; and
transforming, within the single processing chain, the multiplexed signal into separate signals wherein each of
the separate signals corresponds to one of the replicas of the signal.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the transforming includes frequency downconverting the multiplexed signal, thereby
generating a downconverted multiplexed signal.

3. The method of claim 2 further including converting the downconverted multiplexed signal to a digital multiplexed
signal.

4. The method of claim 3 further including demultiplexing the digital multiplexed signal into the separate signals.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the switching signal energy from among ones of a  first subset of the multiplicity of
antenna elements includes switching between a first pair of the multiplicity of antenna elements to create the first
signal, wherein the switching signal energy from among ones of a second subset of the multiplicity of antenna
elements includes switching between a second pair of the multiplicity of antenna elements to create the second signal.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the switching between the first pair of the multiplicity of antenna elements includes
multiplying each respective replica of the signal at each of the first pair of the multiplicity of antenna elements by
respective square waves wherein each of the respective square waves are out of phase by 180 degrees.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the respective square waves reverse polarity during each cycle.

8. The method of claim 5, wherein the switching between the first pair of the multiplicity of antenna elements includes
multiplying each respective replica of the signal at each of the first pair of the multiplicity of antenna elements by
respective square waves wherein each of the respective square waves are out of phase by 90 degrees.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the respective square waves reverse polarity during each cycle.

10. An apparatus (2000) for receiving a signal comprising:

a plurality of antenna elements (2002, 2004, 2006, 2008), wherein the plurality of antenna elements (2002,
2004, 2006, 2008) are spatially arranged to receive one of a corresponding plurality of replicas of the signal so
as to be capable of generating a plurality of received signal replicas;
a signal processing chain (2016); and
an orthogonal multiplexer (2001), coupled between the plurality of antenna  elements (2002, 2004, 2006, 2008)
and the signal processing chain (2016), wherein the orthogonal multiplexer (2001) is configured to receive the
plurality of received signal replicas and orthogonally multiplex the plurality of received signal replicas as a
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multiplexed signal on to the signal processing chain (2016);
wherein the signal processing chain (2016) includes a demultiplexer (2024) configured to transform the multi-
plexed signal into a plurality of separate signals, wherein each of the plurality of separate signals corresponds
to one of the replicas of the signal;
wherein the orthogonal multiplexer (2001) includes:

a first switch (2010) coupled to a first subset of the plurality of antenna elements (2002, 2004) wherein the
first switch (2010) is configured to switch between a first subset of the plurality of antenna elements (2002,
2004) to create, at an output of the first switch (2010), a first signal of respective replicas of the signal from
the first subset of the plurality of antenna elements (2002, 2004);
a second switch (2012) coupled to a second subset of the plurality of antenna elements (2006, 2008)
wherein the second switch (2012) is configured to switch between a second subset of the plurality of antenna
elements (2006, 2008) to create, at an output of the second switch (2012), a second signal of respective
replicas of the signal from the second subset of the plurality of antenna elements (2006, 2008);
a phase offsetting portion coupled to the output of the second switch (2012) wherein the phase offsetting
portion is configured to generate, at an offsetting output, an offset signal wherein the offset signal is offset
in phase from the first signal; and
a signal combiner (2014) coupled to the output of the first switch (2010) and the offsetting output and
configured to receive and combine the first signal and the offset signal to form the multiplexed signal on
the signal processing chain (2016).

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Empfangen eines Signals, das umfasst:

- Empfangen einer Mehrzahl Nachbildungen des Signals, wobei jede der Mehrzahl Nachbildungen von einem
einer entsprechenden Mehrzahl Antennenelemente empfangen wird, um dadurch eine Mehrzahl Nachbildungen
empfangener Signale zu generieren,
- Schalten von Signalenergie zwischen Antennenelementen eines ersten Teilsatzes der Mehrzahl Antennen-
elemente, um ein erstes Signal zu erzeugen, das Signalenergie von jedem der Antennenelemente des ersten
Teilsatzes der Mehrzahl Antennenelemente umfasst,
- Schalten von Signalenergie zwischen Antennenelementen eines zweiten Teilsatzes der Mehrzahl Antennen-
elemente, um ein zweites Signal zu erzeugen, das Signalenergie von jedem der Antennenelemente des zweiten
Teilsatzes der Mehrzahl Antennenelemente umfasst,
- Versetzen, in der Phase, des zweiten Signals vom ersten Signal,
- Kombinieren des zweiten Signals mit dem ersten Signal, wodurch ein gemultiplextes Signal gebildet wird, das
Informationen umfasst, die repräsentativ für jede jeweilige Nachbildung des Signals sind, und
- Umformen des gemultiplexten Signals in der einzelnen Verarbeitungskette in separate Signale, wobei jedes
der separaten Signals einer der Nachbildungen des Signals entspricht.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Umformen das Frequenz-Abwärtswandeln des gemultiplexten Signals um-
fasst, wodurch ein abwärtsgewandeltes gemultiplextes Signal generiert wird.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 2, das ferner das Umsetzen des abwärtsgewandelten gemultiplexten Signals in ein digi-
tales gemultiplextes Signal umfasst.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 3, das ferner das Demultiplexen des digitalen gemultiplexten Signals in separate Signale
umfasst.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Schalten von Signalenergie zwischen Antennenelementen eines ersten
Teilsatzes der Mehrzahl Antennenelemente ein Schalten zwischen einem ersten Paar der Mehrzahl Antennenele-
mente umfasst, um  das erste Signal zu erzeugen, wobei das Schalten von Signalenergie zwischen Antennenele-
menten eines zweiten Teilsatzes der Mehrzahl Antennenelemente ein Schalten zwischen einem zweiten Paar der
Mehrzahl Antennenelemente umfasst, um das zweite Signal zu erzeugen.

6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 5, wobei das Schalten zwischen dem ersten Paar der Mehrzahl Antennenelemente das
Multiplizieren jeder jeweiligen Nachbildung des Signals an jedem Antennenelement des ersten Paares der Mehrzahl
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Antennenelemente mit jeweiligen Rechteckwellen umfasst, wobei jede der jeweiligen Rechteckwellen um 180 Grad
außer Phase ist.

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 6, wobei die jeweiligen Rechteckwellen während jedes Zyklus ihre Polarität umkehren.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 5, wobei das Schalten zwischen dem ersten Paar der Mehrzahl Antennenelemente das
Multiplizieren jeder jeweiligen Nachbildung des Signals an jedem Antennenelement des ersten Paares der Mehrzahl
Antennenelemente mit jeweiligen Rechteckwellen umfasst, wobei jede der jeweiligen Rechteckwellen um 90 Grad
außer Phase ist.

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, wobei die jeweiligen Rechteckwellen während jedes Zyklus ihre Polarität umkehren.

10. Vorrichtung (2000) zum Empfangen eines Signals, die umfasst:

- eine Mehrzahl Antennenelemente (2002, 2004, 2006, 2008), wobei die Mehrzahl Antennenelemente (2002,
2004, 2006, 2008) räumlich derart angeordnet ist, um eine einer entsprechenden Mehrzahl Nachbildungen des
Signals zu empfangen, um dazu in der Lage zu ein, eine Mehrzahl Nachbildungen empfangener Signale zu
generieren,
- eine Signalverarbeitungskette (2016), und
- einen orthogonalen Multiplexer (2001), der zwischen der Mehrzahl Antennenelemente (2002, 2004, 2006,
2008) und der Signalverarbeitungskette (2016) gekoppelt ist, wobei der orthogonale Multiplexer (2001) dafür
konfiguriert ist, die Mehrzahl Nachbildungen empfangener Signale zu empfangen und die Mehrzahl Nachbil-
dungen empfangener Signale als gemultiplextes Signal an die Signalverarbeitungskette (2016) orthogonal zu
multiplexen,
- wobei die Signalverarbeitungskette (2016) einen Demultiplexer (2024) umfasst, der dafür konfiguriert ist, das
gemultiplexte Signal in eine Mehrzahl separater Signale  umzuformen, wobei jedes der Mehrzahl separater
Signale einer der Nachbildungen des Signals entspricht,
- wobei der orthogonale Multiplexer (2001) umfasst:
- einen ersten Schalter (2010), der mit einem ersten Teilsatz der Mehrzahl Antennenelemente (2002, 2004)
gekoppelt ist, wobei der erste Schalter (2010) dafür konfiguriert ist, zwischen einem ersten Teilsatz der Mehrzahl
Antennenelemente (2002, 2004) zu schalten, um, an einem Ausgang des ersten Schalters (2010), ein erstes
Signal jeweiliger Nachbildungen des Signals vom ersten Teilsatz der Mehrzahl Antennenelemente (2002, 2004)
zu erzeugen,
- einen zweiten Schalter (2012), der mit einem zweiten Teilsatz der Mehrzahl Antennenelemente (2006, 2008)
gekoppelt ist, wobei der zweite Schalter (2012) dafür konfiguriert ist, zwischen einem zweiten Teilsatz der
Mehrzahl Antennenelemente (2006, 2008) zu schalten, um, an einem Ausgang des zweiten Schalters (2012),
ein zweites Signal jeweiliger Nachbildungen des Signals vom zweiten Teilsatz der Mehrzahl Antennenelemente
(2006, 2008) zu erzeugen,
- einen Phasenversatzabschnitt, der mit dem Ausgang des zweiten Schalters (2012) gekoppelt ist, wobei der
Phasenversatzabschnitt dafür konfiguriert ist, an einem Versatzausgang, ein Versatzsignal zu generieren, wobei
das Versatzsignal vom ersten Signal in der Phase versetzt ist, und
- einen Signalkombinierer (2014), der mit dem Ausgang des ersten Schalters (2010) und dem Versatzausgang
gekoppelt und dafür konfiguriert ist, das erste Signal und das Versatzsignal zu empfangen und zu kombinieren,
um das gemultiplexte Signal der Signalverarbeitungskette (2016) zu bilden.

Revendications

1. Procédé de réception d’un signal comprenant :

la réception d’une multiplicité de répliques du signal, chacune parmi la multiplicité de répliques étant reçue par
une parmi une multiplicité correspondante d’éléments d’antenne de façon à générer ainsi une multiplicité de
répliques de signal reçues ;
la commutation d’une énergie de signal entre certains parmi un premier sous-ensemble de la multiplicité d’élé-
ments d’antenne pour créer un premier signal comprenant une énergie de signal provenant de chacun de ceux
parmi le premier sous-ensemble de la multiplicité d’éléments d’antenne ;
la commutation d’une énergie de signal entre certains parmi un deuxième sous-ensemble de la multiplicité
d’éléments d’antenne pour créer un deuxième signal comprenant une énergie de signal provenant de chacun
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de ceux parmi le deuxième sous-ensemble de la multiplicité d’éléments d’antenne ;
le décalage, en phase, du deuxième signal par rapport au premier signal ;
la combinaison du deuxième signal avec le premier signal, formant ainsi un signal multiplexé comprenant une
information représentative de chaque réplique respective du signal ; et
la transformation, à l’intérieur de la seule chaîne de traitement, du signal multiplexé en signaux séparés dans
lequel chacun parmi les signaux séparés correspond à une parmi les répliques du signal.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la transformation inclut l’abaissement de fréquence du signal multi-
plexé, générant ainsi un signal multiplexé de fréquence abaissée.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 2, incluant en outre la conversion du signal multiplexé de fréquence abaissée en
un signal multiplexé numérique.

4. Procédé selon la revendication 3, incluant en outre le démultiplexage du signal multiplexé numérique en les signaux
séparés.

5. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la commutation d’une énergie de signal entre certains parmi un
premier sous-ensemble de la multiplicité d’éléments d’antenne inclut la commutation entre une première paire de
la multiplicité d’éléments d’antenne pour créer le premier signal, dans lequel la commutation d’une énergie de signal
entre certains parmi un deuxième sous-ensemble de la multiplicité d’éléments d’antenne inclut la commutation entre
une deuxième paire de la multiplicité d’éléments d’antenne pour créer le deuxième signal.

6. Procédé selon la revendication 5, dans lequel la commutation entre la première paire de la multiplicité d’éléments
d’antenne inclut la multiplication de chaque réplique respective du signal à chacune de la première paire de la
multiplicité d’éléments d’antenne par des ondes carrées respectives dans lequel chacune des ondes carrées res-
pectives est déphasée de 180 degrés.

7. Procédé selon la revendication 6, dans lequel les ondes carrées respectives inversent leur polarité lors de chaque
cycle.

8. Procédé selon la revendication 5, dans lequel la commutation entre la première paire de la multiplicité d’éléments
d’antenne inclut la multiplication de chaque réplique respective du signal à chacune de la première paire de la
multiplicité d’éléments d’antenne par des ondes carrées respectives dans lequel chacune des ondes carrées res-
pectives est déphasée de 90 degrés.

9. Procédé selon la revendication 8, dans lequel les ondes carrées respectives inversent leur polarité lors de chaque
cycle.

10. Appareil (2000) pour recevoir un signal comprenant :

une pluralité d’éléments d’antenne (2002, 2004, 2006, 2008), dans lequel la pluralité d’éléments d’antenne
(2002, 2004, 2006, 2008) sont spatialement agencés pour recevoir une parmi une pluralité correspondante de
répliques du signal de façon à être aptes à générer une pluralité de répliques de signal reçues ;
une chaîne de traitement (2016) de signal ; et
un multiplexeur (2001) orthogonal, couplé entre la pluralité d’éléments d’antenne (2002, 2004, 2006, 2008) et
la chaîne de traitement (2016) de signal, dans lequel le multiplexeur (2001) orthogonal est configuré pour
recevoir la pluralité de répliques de signal reçues et multiplexer orthogonalement la pluralité de répliques de
signal reçues comme un signal multiplexé sur la chaîne de traitement (2016) de signal ;
dans lequel la chaîne de traitement (2016) de signal inclut un démultiplexeur (2024) configuré pour transformer
le signal multiplexé en une pluralité de signaux séparés, dans lequel chacun parmi la pluralité de signaux
séparés correspond à une des répliques du signal ;
dans lequel le multiplexeur (2001) orthogonal inclut :

un premier commutateur (2010) couplé à un premier sous-ensemble de la pluralité d’éléments d’antenne
(2002, 2004) dans lequel le premier commutateur (2010) est configuré pour commuter entre un premier
sous-ensemble de la pluralité d’éléments d’antenne (2002, 2004) pour créer, à une sortie du premier com-
mutateur (2010), un premier signal de répliques respectives du signal provenant du premier sous-ensemble
de la pluralité d’éléments d’antenne (2002, 2004) ;
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un deuxième commutateur (2012) couplé à un deuxième sous-ensemble de la pluralité d’éléments d’antenne
(2006, 2008) dans lequel le deuxième commutateur (2012) est configuré pour commuter entre un deuxième
sous-ensemble de la pluralité d’éléments d’antenne (2006, 2008) pour créer, à une sortie du deuxième
commutateur (2012), un deuxième signal de répliques respectives du signal provenant du deuxième sous-
ensemble de la pluralité  d’éléments d’antenne (2006, 2008) ;
une partie de décalage de phase couplée à la sortie du deuxième commutateur (2012) dans lequel la partie
de décalage de phase est configurée pour générer, à une sortie de décalage, un signal décalé dans lequel
le signal décalé est décalé en phase par rapport au premier signal ; et
un combineur (2014) de signaux couplé à la sortie du premier commutateur (2010) et à la sortie de décalage
et configuré pour recevoir et combiner le premier signal et le signal décalé pour former le signal multiplexé
sur la chaîne de traitement (2016) de signal.
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