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(54) Topology detection

(57) The present document relates to driver circuits
comprising power converters, such as switched-mode
power converters. In particular, the present document
relates to the automatic detection of a topology used by
the driver circuits. A controller (160) configured to control
a plurality of different types of power converters (231,
232, 233, 234) in accordance to a corresponding plurality
of different operation modes is described. The controller
(160) comprises a measurement pin (130, 140) config-
ured to be coupled to a first topology resistor (142, 201)
of a first power converter of a type from the plurality of
different types of power converters (231, 232, 233, 234).

The plurality of different types of power converters (231,
232, 233, 234) comprise topology resistors (142, 201) at
a corresponding plurality of different resistor values. The
controller (160) is configured to sense a voltage at the
measurement pin (130, 140), wherein the voltage at the
measurement pin (130, 140) is indicative of a voltage
drop at the first topology resistor (142, 201). Furthermore,
the controller (160) is configured to determine a type of
the first power converter based on the sensed voltage,
and to select an operation mode for controlling the first
power converter, based on the determined type of the
first power converter.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present document relates to driver circuits
comprising power converters, such as switched-mode
power converters. In particular, the present document
relates to the automatic detection of a topology used by
the driver circuits.

Background

[0002] Power converters may comprise controller cir-
cuits which are configured to control the components
(e.g. the one or more power switches) of the power con-
verters. It may be desirable to be able to use the controller
circuits for different topologies of power converters. The
present document describes a method and system for
enabling the use of controller circuits in conjunction with
different topologies of power converters.

Summary

[0003] According to an aspect, a controller is described
which is configured to control a plurality of different types
of power converters in accordance to a corresponding
plurality of different operation modes. By way of example,
the different types of power converters may comprise a
different number of power switches (e.g. metaloxide sem-
iconductor field effect transistors) and/or the plurality of
different types of power converters may be regulated in
a different manner. As such, the operation mode may
depend on the number of power switches to be controlled
for a particular type of power converter and/or on the
regulation scheme to be used for a particular type of pow-
er converter.
[0004] The controller may comprise a measurement
pin configured to be coupled to a first topology resistor
of a first power converter. The first power converter may
be of a type from the plurality of different types of power
converters. The plurality of different types of power con-
verters may comprise topology resistors at a correspond-
ing plurality of different resistor values. As such, the re-
sistor value of the first topology resistor may be indicative
of the type of the first power converter (and vice versa).
The first topology resistor may be coupled to the meas-
urement pin of the controller, such that the controller may
determine the resistor value of the first topology resistor
based on a measurement signal (e.g. a voltage level)
sensed at the measurement pin of the controller. As such,
the controller may be enabled to automatically determine
the type of the first power converter and to automatically
set the appropriate operation mode for operating and/or
controlling the first power converter in accordance to the
type of the first power converter.
[0005] In particular, the controller may be configured
to sense a measurement signal (e.g. a voltage) at the
measurement pin. The measurement signal at the meas-

urement pin may be indicative of a voltage drop at the
first topology resistor. The voltage drop at the first topol-
ogy resistor depends on the resistor value of the first
topology resistor. Hence, the voltage drop at the first to-
pology resistor is indicative of the resistor value of the
first topology resistor. The resistor value of the first to-
pology resistor is indicative of the type of the first power
converter, and by consequence, the controller is enabled
to determine the type of the first power converter which
is to be operated by the controller, based on the deter-
mined type of the first power converter.
[0006] As such, the controller may be configured to
determine a type of the first power converter based on
the sensed measurement signal. By way of example, the
controller may comprise a memory unit configured to
store a plurality of different pre-determined measurement
signal values (e.g. different pre-determined voltage val-
ues). The plurality of different pre-determined measure-
ment signal values (e.g. voltage values) may correspond
to the plurality of different types of power converters. In
particular, the pre-determined measurement signal val-
ues may be indicative of the measurement signal which
should be sensed at the measurement pin if the power
converter of the corresponding type (and the topology
resistor of the corresponding resistor value) is coupled
to the measurement pin. The controller may be config-
ured to compare the sensed measurement signal (e.g.
sensed voltage) with the plurality of different pre-deter-
mined measurement signal values (e.g. voltage values)
to determine the type of the first power converter.
[0007] The controller may then be configured to select
an operation mode for controlling the first power convert-
er, based on the determined type of the first power con-
verter. By doing this, the controller may be pre-configured
to control various different types of power converters. As
a consequence, the number of controller types can be
reduced, thereby reducing the cost of driver circuits com-
prising the different types of power converters. Further-
more, the verification of the type of the power converter
ensures that the controller operates the power converter
in a safe operation mode, thereby reducing the risk of
over stress of the power converter.
[0008] The first topology resistor may be part of a volt-
age divider and a voltage across the voltage divider may
correspond to a voltage level which is known to the con-
troller. By way of example, the voltage level across the
voltage divider may correspond to an input voltage to the
power converter. The input voltage to the power convert-
er may correspond to a rectified version of a mains volt-
age provided by a mains supply (e.g. at 230V or 110V).
A mid-point of the voltage divider may be coupled to the
measurement pin of the controller, such that the meas-
urement signal at the measurement pin may correspond
to a fraction of the voltage level known to the controller.
The sensed fraction of the voltage level depends on the
resistor value of the first topology resistor, and by con-
sequence, the measurement signal is indicative of the
resistor value of the first topology resistor.
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[0009] More specifically, the voltage divider may be
coupled to an AC mains supply and the first topology
resistor may be coupled to a first conductor of the AC
mains supply. A second topology resistor may be coupled
to a different second conductor of the AC mains supply
at one side, and to the mid-point of the voltage divider at
the other side. The second topology resistor may be part
of the first power converter and may be used to provide
a further indication regarding the type of the first power
converter. In particular, the first and second topology re-
sistors may be coupled to the AC mains voltage, such
that in a first halfwave of the AC mains voltage the first
topology resistor provides a measurement signal to the
controller and such that in a second halfwave of the AC
mains voltage the second topology resistor provides a
measurement signal to the controller. By consequence,
the combination of the first and second topology resistors
(i.e. the combination of the measurement signals during
the first and second halfwaves of the AC mains voltage)
may be used as indications regarding the type of power
converters. This allows increasing the number of different
types of power converters which may be distinguished
and determined by the controller.
[0010] The voltage divider may further comprise a low
side resistor which is coupled to the mid-point of the volt-
age divider (at one side of the low side resistor) and to
ground (on the other side of the voltage), such that the
first and second topology resistors, on one side of the
mid-point, and the low side resistor, on the other side of
the mid-point, form the voltage divider. Furthermore, at
least some of the plurality of different types of power con-
verters may comprise second topology resistors at dif-
ferent resistor values. As indicated above, this allows a
greater number of different types of power converters to
be determined. The resistor value of the low side resistor
may be fixed and/or identical for the different types of
power converters. Alternatively or in addition, the resistor
value of the low side resistor may be known to the con-
troller.
[0011] In an alternative example, the voltage divider
may comprise a high side resistor coupled at one side to
an input voltage of the first power converter, and at the
other side to the mid-point of the voltage divider. The first
topology resistor may be coupled at one side to the mid-
point of the voltage divider and at the other side to ground.
As such, the voltage divider may be configured to divide
the input voltage of the first power converter, with the
voltage across the first topology resistor being indicative
of the resistor value of the first topology resistor. The
resistor value of the high side resistor may be fixed and/or
identical for the different types of power converters. Al-
ternatively or in addition, the resistor value of the high
side resistor may be known to the controller.
[0012] The first power converter may comprise a power
switch arranged in series with a shunt resistor coupled
at one side to ground. The other side of the shunt resistor
may be coupled to a drain or source of the power switch.
The shunt resistor may be used to provide a measure-

ment signal which is indicative of the current through the
power switch. Typically, the shunt resistor has a resistor
value which is significantly smaller than the resistor value
of the first topology resistor, such that a voltage drop
across the first topology resistor is significantly larger
than a voltage drop across the shunt resistor (e.g. by a
factor of 100 or 1000 or more).
[0013] The other side of the shunt resistor (i.e. the side
towards the drain or source of the power switch) may be
coupled to the measurement pin via the first topology
resistor. As such, the first topology resistor may be cou-
pled to ground via the shunt resistor. The controller may
be configured to alternate the power switch between an
off-state and an on-state. Furthermore, the controller may
be configured to measure a first measurement signal at
the measurement pin, when the power switch is in on-
state, and a second measurement signal at the meas-
urement pin, when the power switch is in off-state. The
first measurement signal may be indicative of the current
through the power switch and may be used to control a
time instant for the transition of the on-state to the off-
state of the power switch. The second measurement sig-
nal may be indicative of a voltage drop at the first topology
resistor, and may therefore be used to determine the type
of the first power converter. As such, the measurement
pin of the controller may be used for purposes which are
in addition to the determination of the type of the first
power converter. This means that the number of pins of
the controller may be reduced. In particular, this means
that the controller does not require an additional pin for
determining the type of the first power converter, but may
re-use a pin which is already used for the operation of
the first power converter.
[0014] The controller may comprise a current source
configured to provide a pre-determined current to the
measurement pin. The current source may be coupled
and decoupled from the measurement pin using an in-
ternal switch of the controller. The measurement signal
at the measurement pin may correspond to or may be
indicative of the voltage drop at the first topology resistor.
The voltage drop at the first topology resistor may be
dependent on the pre-determined current. In particular,
the first topology resistor may be coupled to the meas-
urement pin, such that a current through the first topology
resistor corresponds to the pre-determined current.
[0015] As indicated above, the first power converter
may be or may comprise a switched-mode power con-
verter which comprises a power switch. The controller
may be configured to generate a control signal for alter-
nating the power switch between the off-state and the
on-state. The control signal may correspond to a gate
voltage applied to a gate of the power switch. The control
signal may be generated by the controller based on the
type of the first power converter. Example types of the
first power converter comprise a buck converter, a SEPIC
(Single-Ended Primary-Inductor Converter) converter, a
flyback converter, a LLC converter and/or a boost con-
verter.
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[0016] Alternatively or in addition, the controller may
comprise a control pin configured to be coupled to a gate
of a power switch (which may be referred to as a first
power switch) of at least one of the plurality of different
types of power converters. The controller may be config-
ured to switch the power switch between an on-state and
an off-state using a control signal which is passed from
the controller to the gate of the power switch via the con-
trol pin.
[0017] For topology detection, the controller may be
configured to provide a gate current at the control pin. If
the gate of the power switch is coupled to the control pin,
then the gate current charges a gate capacitor of the
power switch. This typically leads to an increase of the
voltage at the gate of the power switch. The speed of
increase of the voltage depends on the size of the gate
capacitance. As such, the speed (or time constant) of the
increase of the voltage at the control pin may provide an
indication of the type of power switch coupled to the con-
trol pin. On the other hand, if no power switch is coupled
to the control pin, the voltage at the control pin will not
increase.
[0018] The controller may be configured to sense the
voltage at the control pin. Furthermore, the controller may
be configured to determine the type of the power con-
verter which is coupled to the control pin based on the
voltage at the control pin. By way of example, if subject
to providing the gate current, the voltage remains below
a pre-determined threshold voltage at the expiration of a
pre-determined time interval, the controller may conclude
that no power switch is coupled to the control pin. This
may indicate to the controller that the power converter
which is to be controlled by the controller is a single-stage
power converter. On the other hand, if subject to provid-
ing the gate current, the voltage exceeds the pre-deter-
mined threshold voltage at the expiration of the pre-de-
termined time interval, the controller may conclude that
a power switch is coupled to the control pin. This may
indicate to the controller that the power converter which
is to be controlled by the controller is a multi-stage power
converter.
[0019] The controller may make use of a plurality of
pre-determined threshold voltages and/or a plurality of
pre-determined time-intervals, in order to be able to dis-
tinguish a plurality of different gate capacitance values.
Different gate capacitance values may be indicative of
different types of power switches used in different types
of power converters. As such, the topology of the power
converter and/or of the driver circuit may be determined
based on different gate capacitance values used for dif-
ferent power switches of different power converter and/or
driver circuit topologies.
[0020] The controller may be configured to determine
the type of the first power converter based on the sensed
voltage at the control pin. Furthermore, the controller may
be configured to determine the type of the first power
converter based on the sensed voltage at the control pin
in combination with the sensed voltage at the measure-

ment pin. As such, various different properties of the pow-
er converters and/or driver circuits may be used in com-
bination to determine the type of the first power converter.
By doing this, the number of different types of power con-
verters which may be distinguished may be increased.
[0021] According to an aspect, a controller configured
to control a plurality of different types of power converters
in accordance to a corresponding plurality of different
operation modes is described. The controller may com-
prise a control pin configured to be coupled to a gate of
a first power switch of a first power converter of a type
from the plurality of different types of power converters.
The plurality of different types of power converters may
comprise power switches with gate capacitances at a
corresponding plurality of different gate capacitance val-
ues. The controller may be configured to provide a gate
current at the control pin. Furthermore, the controller may
be configured to sense a voltage at the control pin. The
voltage at the control pin may be indicative of a first gate
capacitance value of the gate capacitance of the first
power switch. The controller may be configured to deter-
mine a type of the first power converter based on the
sensed voltage. In particular, the controller may be con-
figured to determine the gate capacitance value (and the
corresponding type of the power converter) based on the
evolution of the sensed voltage along the time line (e.g.
using pre-determined threshold voltages and pre-deter-
mined time intervals, as outlined above). Furthermore,
the controller may be configured to select an operation
mode for controlling the first power converter, based on
the determined type of the first power converter.
[0022] The controller may have access to configuration
or topology data stored on a storage unit of the power
converter or driver circuit (e.g. a one-time programmable
storage unit, OTP). As such, the controller may have an
expectation regarding the type of power converter and/or
driver circuit which is to be controlled. The controller may
be configured to compare the determined type of the first
power converter with a type stored in the storage unit. If
the determined type of the first power converter differs
from the stored type, the controller may be configured to
generate an error message.
[0023] The different types of the power converters may
comprise different resistor values and/or different gate
capacitance values in order to inform the controller about
different operation modes to be used. By way of example,
different ramp up times of the illumination of a light source
driven by a driver circuit may be associated with different
types of power converters (having e.g. different resistor
values and/or different gate capacitance values). The
controller may be configured to determine the type of the
power converter which is to be controlled. Furthermore,
the controller may be configured to select the appropriate
operation mode. The selected operation mode may pro-
vide the ramp up time associated with the determined
type of the power converter.
[0024] According to another aspect, a driver circuit is
described which is configured to provide electrical energy
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to a load (e.g. a light source such as an LED array). The
electrical energy may be derived from a mains supply.
The driver circuit may comprise a first power converter
configured to convert electrical energy at an input voltage
of the first power converter into electrical energy at an
output voltage of the first power converter. The first power
converter may be of a type from a plurality of different
types of power converters. The plurality of different types
of power converters may comprise topology resistors at
a corresponding plurality of different resistor values.
[0025] Furthermore, the driver circuit may comprise a
controller according to any of the aspects and features
described in the present document. The controller may
be configured to determine the type of the first power
converter based on the topology resistor of the first power
converter. Furthermore, the controller may be configured
to operate the first power converter based on (or in ac-
cordance to) the determined type of the first power con-
verter.
[0026] According to a further aspect, a light bulb as-
sembly is described. The light bulb assembly may com-
prise an electrical connection module configured to elec-
trically connect to a mains power supply, thereby provid-
ing electrical energy at the input voltage. Furthermore,
the light bulb assembly may comprise a driver circuit as
described in the present document. The driver circuit may
be configured to provide electrical energy at the drive
voltage derived from the electrical energy at the input
voltage. Furthermore, the light bulb assembly comprises
a light source (e.g. a series of LEDs or OLEDs) configured
to provide light using the electrical energy at the drive
voltage.
[0027] According to another aspect, a method for de-
termining a topology of a power converter is described.
The power converter may be controlled by a controller.
The method may comprise assigning a plurality of differ-
ent topology resistor values to a plurality of different pow-
er converter topologies (also referred to as different types
of power converters). The assigning may be such that a
topology resistor value uniquely identifies a correspond-
ing power converter topology. In other words, there may
be a one-to-one correspondence between a topology re-
sistor value and a power converter topology.
[0028] The method may further comprise coupling a
first power converter having a first topology of the plurality
of different topologies to the controller via a first topology
resistor having a corresponding first one of the plurality
of different topology resistor values. Furthermore, the
method may comprise determining a measurement sig-
nal which may be indicative of a voltage drop at the first
topology resistor. The topology of the first power convert-
er may be determined based on the measurement signal,
e.g. based on the determined voltage drop.
[0029] According to a further aspect, a software pro-
gram is described. The software program may be adapt-
ed for execution on a processor and for performing the
method steps outlined in the present document when car-
ried out on the processor.

[0030] According to another aspect, a storage medium
is described. The storage medium may comprise a soft-
ware program adapted for execution on a processor and
for performing the method steps outlined in the present
document when carried out on the processor.
[0031] According to a further aspect, a computer pro-
gram product is described. The computer program may
comprise executable instructions for performing the
method steps outlined in the present document when ex-
ecuted on a computer.
[0032] It should be noted that the methods and sys-
tems including its preferred embodiments as outlined in
the present document may be used stand-alone or in
combination with the other methods and systems dis-
closed in this document. In addition, the features outlined
in the context of a system are also applicable to a corre-
sponding method. Furthermore, all aspects of the meth-
ods and systems outlined in the present document may
be arbitrarily combined. In particular, the features of the
claims may be combined with one another in an arbitrary
manner.
[0033] In the present document, the term "couple" or
"coupled" refers to elements being in electrical commu-
nication with each other, whether directly connected e.g.,
via wires, or in some other manner.

Short description of the Figures

[0034] The invention is explained below in an exem-
plary manner with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein

Fig. 1 shows a circuit diagram of an example driver
circuit comprising a two-stage switched-mode power
converter;
Fig. 2 shows a block diagram of example power con-
verters;
Fig. 3 shows a block diagram of an example system
for detecting the topology of a power converter; and
Fig. 4 shows a flow chart of an example method for
detecting the topology of a power converter.

Detailed Description

[0035] Fig. 1 illustrates an example circuit diagram of
a driver circuit 100 for an LED (light emitting diode) array
120. The driver circuit 100 may be used e.g. in a retrofit
light bulb assembly. The driver circuit 100 comprises a
rectifier 102 in combination with EMI (electromagnetic
interference) filter components 103, 104, which are con-
figured to provide a DC input voltage from a mains supply
101. Furthermore, the driver circuit 100 comprises a con-
troller 160 which may be implemented as an integrated
circuit (IC). The supply voltage for the controller 160 may
be maintained using a supply voltage capacitor 111. The
controller 160 may comprise a startup and input voltage
sensing pin 130, which is coupled to the (non-rectified)
input voltage using startup resistors 161. The particular
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arrangement of the startup resistors 161 ensures that the
voltage at the startup and input voltage sensing pin 130
is always positive.
[0036] The driver circuit 100 of Fig. 1 comprises a dual-
stage power converter. The controller 160 provides at
least two output pins 151, 152 for providing respective
pulse width modulated control signals to the two power
switches 163, 173 (which may be implemented as tran-
sistors, e.g. as metal oxide semiconductor field effect
transistors, MOSFETs) of the two converter stages 191,
192. The driver circuit 100 makes use of a dual stage
SEPIC/Flyback converter, wherein the first converter (a
SEPIC converter) 191 comprises the components 162,
163, 164, 165, 166 and wherein the second converter (a
flyback converter) 192 comprises the components 172,
173, 175, 176. In the illustrated example, the second con-
verter stage provides for the SELV (Separated or safety
extra-low voltage) requirements.
[0037] As indicated above, the controller 160 may com-
prise the startup and input voltage sensing pin 130 which
is configured to provide an initial charge to the supply
voltage capacitor 111 upon startup of the driver circuit
100, thereby allowing the controller 160 to start operation.
Alternatively or in addition, the startup and input voltage
sensing pint 130 may be used to sense the input voltage
provided by the mains supply 101. This may be used to
sense events encoded in the input voltage (e.g. encoded
in the mains supply). The controller 160 may be config-
ured to control an illumination state of the LED array 120
based on a detected event.
[0038] As indicated above, the first converter stage 191
of the driver circuit 100 comprises a SEPIC (Single-end-
ed primary-inductor converter) comprising a SEPIC
transformer 162. The transformer 162 comprises a pri-
mary winding 181 and a secondary winding 182 which
form the SEPIC converter structure. Furthermore, the
transformer 162 may comprise an auxiliary winding 183
which may be used for measurement purposes. In par-
ticular, the auxiliary winding 183 may be used to detect
the zero crossing of the inductor current through the pri-
mary winding 181, when the power switch 163 of the
SEPIC is in off-state. The zero crossing of the inductor
current typically corresponds to the time instant when no
more energy is stored in the primary winding 181, and is
often referred to as free wheeling. The detection of the
zero crossing of the inductor current (i.e. the detection
of free wheeling) is beneficial, as it allows the power
switch 163 to be switched to the on-state, at a time instant
when the inductor current is substantially zero. As a re-
sult, the power losses of the SEPIC can be reduced and
the lifetime of the power switch 163 can be increased.
[0039] The startup and input voltage sensing pin 130
may be used to enable the controller 160 to measure the
zero crossing of the inductor current of the SEPIC. For
this purpose, the auxiliary winding 183 of the SEPIC
transformer 162 may be coupled to the pin 130 via a
diode 131 and a resistor 132, thereby overlaying the input
voltage measurement signal (provided via the startup re-

sistors 161) and the inductor current measurement signal
(provided via the auxiliary winding 183 of the SEPIC
transformer 162). The diode 131 may be used to decou-
ple the auxiliary winding 183 from the startup resistors
161 at time instants when the power switch 163 is closed
(and energy is stored in the transformer 162). The resistor
132 may be used to prevent current peaks. The controller
160 may be configured to separate the overlaid meas-
urement signals received via pin 130. The separation of
the overlaid measurement signals may be performed us-
ing digital signal processing techniques. Alternatively or
in addition, the separation of the overlaid measurements
signals may be performed using appropriate circuitry
and/or temporal separation. By way of example, a first
measurement signal may be measured during a first time
period (e.g. when the power switch 163 is closed) and a
second measurement signal may be measured during a
subsequent second time period (e.g. when the power
switch 163 is open).
[0040] As outlined in the context of Fig. 1, the driver
circuit 100 may comprise a plurality of converter stages,
e.g. a boost or a SEPIC converter followed by a flyback
converter. For the flyback converter 192 of Fig. 1, the
input voltage Vin of the flyback converter 192, including
free wheeling, may be measured together with the cur-
rent through the flyback converter power switch 173 at
the shunt resistor 141. If the power switch 173 is switched
off, the input voltage Vin to the flyback converter 192 can
be measured at the pin 140 via the resistor divider formed
by the resistors 143, 142. The shunt resistor 141 may
have a relatively low resistance and may therefore not
have a significant influence for the measurement of the
input voltage. Free wheeling may be detected, by detect-
ing a fast change of the voltage sensed at the pin 140.
In other words, when the power switch 173 of the flyback
converter is in off-state, the measurement signal at the
pin 140 is an indication of the bus voltage across the
transformer 172, and the voltage divider 143, 142. As
long as there is a current flowing through the transformer
172, there is a voltage drop across the primary winding
of the transformer 172. However, upon zero crossing of
the current, the voltage drops to zero, thereby causing a
discontinuity of the voltage at the pin 140. This disconti-
nuity can be detected within the controller 160, thereby
detecting free wheeling.
[0041] As such, the controller 160 may be configured
to receive various measurement signals from the respec-
tive power converter stages 191, 192. Furthermore, the
controller 160 may be configured to generate control sig-
nals for the respective power switches 163, 173 of the
power converter stages 191, 192, based on the received
measurement signals. The controller 160 may make use
of different control algorithms for generating the control
signals based on the received measurement signals. The
control algorithms typically depend on the topology of the
power converter stage 191, 192 which is to be controlled.
[0042] The controller 160 may be configured to control
different types and/or different topologies of power con-
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verters 191, 192. The use of a wrong control algorithm
and/or the generation of an erroneous control signal may
damage the driver circuit 100 and/or the respective power
converters 191, 192. In the present document a method
and a system are described which enable the automatic
detection of the topology of the one or more power con-
verters 191, 192 which are coupled to the controller 160.
As a consequence, the controller 160 may be configured
to automatically detect the topology of the power con-
verter 191, 192 which the controller 160 is to control.
Based on the automatically detected topology, the con-
troller 160 may select an appropriate control algorithm
and/or an appropriate regulation scheme for generating
the control signal for the power switch 163, 173 of the
detected power converter 191, 192. Hence, the controller
160 may be used in conjunction with various different
topologies of power converters 191, 192, thereby reduc-
ing the overall cost of the driver circuit 100.
[0043] In other words, the automatic detection of the
topology of the power converter enables the controller
160 to operate with different topologies (e.g. single stage
topology or dual stage topology). The controller 160 may
be configured to detect the external system, circuits and
topologies. The automatic detection of the external to-
pology protects the overall system against critical oper-
ation conditions by a wrong programming of the controller
160 for a given topology. In particular, the controller 160
may be configured to first determine the topology of the
power converter which is coupled to the controller 160
and to then select the appropriate control algorithm / reg-
ulation scheme for the identified power converter.
[0044] The automatic detection of the topology may be
based on the measurement of external components of
the system (e.g. the power converter) coupled to the con-
troller 160. For this purpose, the controller 160 may be
configured to initially operate the system in a default op-
eration mode. The default operation mode may allow the
controller 160 to make the necessary measurements to
determine the topology of the external system. At the
same time, the default operation mode may ensure a
safe operation of the external system.
[0045] Once the topology of the system coupled to the
controller 160 is detected, the controller 160 may be con-
figured to operate the system based on the detected to-
pology. Furthermore, selected functions of the controller
160 may be enabled / disabled. In addition, the controller
and/or the external components may be protected from
over stress and critical operation conditions. Further-
more, multi topologies and/or different operation condi-
tions (e.g. different operation frequencies) may be used,
depending on the detected topology.
[0046] The controller 160 may be configured to auto-
matically detect the topology of an external power con-
verter by measuring the value of one or more external
components of the external power converter. Further-
more, the controller 160 may be configured to compare
the measured value of the one or more external compo-
nents with a pre-determined list of values, wherein the

pre-determined values of the pre-determined list corre-
spond to pre-determined topologies. As such, a match
between the measured value and a pre-determined value
from the pre-determined list of values may inform the
controller 160 about which one of the pre-determined
topologies of external power converters is coupled to the
controller 160.
[0047] By way of example, the external component
may comprise an external resistor. Different topologies
of power converters may use different values for the ex-
ternal resistor. The controller 160 may be configured to
measure the value of the external resistor or a measure-
ment signal which depends on the value of the external
resistor. Furthermore, the controller 160 may be config-
ured to determine the topology of the power converter
based on the measured value. This is illustrated in Fig.
3 where the flyback converter 192 in conjunction with the
controller 160 of Fig. 1 is shown. The power switch 173
of the flyback converter 192 is arranged in series with
the shunt resistor R1 141 which is coupled to the pin 140
of the controller 160 via a resistor R2 142 (referred to
herein as the topology resistor). Typically, the resistor
R2 142 is used for protection purposes, wherein the exact
value of the resistor R2 142 is usually not important. In
the present document, it is proposed to use the exact
value of the resistor R2 142 to indicate the topology of
the power converter 192 to the controller 160. In partic-
ular, the topology resistor 142 may take on different val-
ues for different topologies of the power converter 192.
By way of example, the topology resistor R2 142 may
take on values in the range of 1 or 5 to 10kOhm. A to-
pology resistor R2 142 of a first value (e.g. 1kOhm) may
be used in conjunction with a first topology of a power
converter (e.g. a boost converter) and a second value
(e.g. 10kOhm) may be used in conjunction with a second
topology of the a power converter (e.g. a SEPIC convert-
er). The shunt resistor R1 141 typically has a relatively
low value (in the range of a few Ohm), in order to reduce
the losses of the power converter 192.
[0048] Furthermore, the power converter 192 may
comprise a high side resistor R3 303 which is coupled to
the input voltage Vin of the power converter 192 and
which forms a voltage divider in conjunction with the to-
pology resistor R2 142, notably when the power switch
173 is switched off. As outlined above, the shunt resistor
R1 141 typically has a relatively low value, such that the
voltage at the pin 140 mainly depends on the ratio be-
tween the value of the high side resistor R3 303 and the
value of the topology resistor R2 142. Assuming a con-
stant input voltage Vin and a constant high side resistor
R3 303, the voltage at the pin 140 of the controller 160
only depends on the topology resistor R2 142. A different
topology resistor R2 142 (corresponding to a different
power converter topology) leads to a different voltage at
the pin 140 of the controller 160, wherein the different
voltage at the pin 140 can be measured by the controller
160. As such, the controller 160 may determine the to-
pology of the power converter based on the voltage at
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the measurement pin 140.
[0049] Alternatively or in addition, the controller 160
may comprise a current source 302 which is configured
to provide a pre-determined current I1 to the measure-
ment pin 140 via switch S1 301. The switch S1 301 may
be closed in order to enable the detection of the topology
of the power converter using the topology resistor R2
142. In particular, the switch S1 301 may be closed at
time instants when the power switch 173 is open, i.e. at
time instants when the measurement pin 140 is not used
for measuring the current through the power switch 173.
When the switch S1 301 is closed, the current I1 is pro-
vided to the topology resistor R2 142 (and to the shunt
resistor R1 141). As a result, a voltage R2*I1 is generat-
ed, wherein this voltage can be measured at the pin 140.
The level of the voltage at the pin 140 only depends on
the value of the topology resistor R2 142 (assuming a
constant and/or known current I1). As such, the controller
160 may determine the topology of the power converter
based on the voltage at the measurement pin 140.
[0050] As such, one or more components of a power
converter may be used to provide the controller 160 with
information regarding the topology of the power converter
which is coupled to the controller 160 and which is to be
operated by the controller 160. The one or more compo-
nents (e.g. resistors) may take on different values which
correspond to different topologies. Once the controller
160 has determined the topology of the power converter
which is connected to the controller 160, the controller
160 can select the appropriate control algorithm and/or
operate the power converter as required for the deter-
mined topology.
[0051] Fig. 2 shows a block diagram of a driver circuit
200 with various different power converter topologies.
The first stage of the driver circuit 200 may comprise a
boost converter 232 or a LLC converter 231. The LLC
converter 231 makes use of a half bridge comprising the
power switches 204 and 205. As such, the controller 160
which controls the boost converter 232 or the LLC con-
verter 231 may need to control a single power switch S1
211 (as is the case for the boost converter 232) or two
power switches S2 204 and S3 205 (as is the case of the
LLC converter 231). By determining the topology of the
power converter 231, 232 using the method described in
the present document, the controller 160 may be config-
ured to adapt its operation mode to the number of power
switches which are to be controlled.
[0052] The second stage of the driver circuit 200 of Fig.
2 comprises a flyback converter 234 or a buck converter
233. The regulation loop applied by a controller 160 may
differ for the flyback converter 234 and the buck converter
233, because the flyback converter 234 typically makes
an indirect measurement of the load current. As such,
the controller 160 may need to apply a different regulation
loop, depending on the topology of the power converter
(flyback converter 234 or buck converter 233). By auto-
matically determining the topology of the power converter
which is coupled to the controller 160, the controller 160

may be configured to select the appropriate regulation
scheme (or regulation loop) based on the determined
topology.
[0053] As outlined above, each power converter topol-
ogy may have different requirements with regards to reg-
ulation and/or power switch control and/or the number of
power switches which are to be controlled. By determin-
ing the topology of the power converter which is coupled
to the controller 160, the controller 160 may be enabled
to adapt its operation so as to automatically meet the
topology-dependent requirements.
[0054] In the illustrated example, the resistors R M1
201, R M2 202, R M12 203, R M3 142, and/or R M4 220
may be used to indicate the topology of the power con-
verter 231, 232, 233, 234 and/or of the complete driver
circuit 100, 200 to the controller 160. In particular, differ-
ent values of the resistors 201, 202, 203, 142, 220 may
be used to indicate a different power converter and/or
driver circuit topology.
[0055] By way of example, the resistors R M1 201 and
R M2 202 may take on different values, such that the
signal sensed by the controller 160 differs at each half
period of the mains voltage. Alternatively or in addition,
the absolute value of the resistors 201, 202 may differ,
which results in different measurement signals. In par-
ticular, the resistors 201, 202 may form a voltage divider
in conjunction with the resistor 203. The voltage at the
mid-point of the voltage device may be measured by a
pin (e.g. the measurement pin 130 shown in Fig. 1) of
the controller 160. The resistors 201, 202 may take on
different values for different topologies of the driver circuit
200, thereby enabling the controller 160 to detect the
topology of the driver circuit 200 and/or of the power con-
verters comprised within the driver circuit 200, based on
the voltage at the mid-point of the voltage divider. Typical
values for the resistors 201, 202 may be 1kOhm, 2kOhm,
4kOhm and/or 8kOhm.
[0056] In a similar manner, the resistors R M3 142 and
R M4 220 may be used to form voltage dividers with the
resistors R5 141 and R6 219, respectively. The resistors
R M3 142 or R M4 220 may vary e.g. between 1 kOhm
and 10 kOhm. The internal measurement system of the
controller 160 may be configured to detect a difference
of about 10 % between the different resistor values. Typ-
ical values for the resistor 142, 220 may be 1kOhm,
2kOhm, 4kOhm and/or 8kOhm. As such, different resis-
tor values may be used to identify four or more different
types of topologies.
[0057] The detection based on differently designed
components of the external system which is controlled
by the controller 160 may be used e.g. to adapt the op-
eration of the controller 160 to different driver topologies,
to adapt a regulation loop to the power converter topol-
ogy, to inform the controller 160 about an inductor value
of coil systems comprised in the external system and/or
to inform the controller 160 about the voltage / current of
a load 120 of the driver circuit 100, 200.
[0058] Fig. 4 shows a flow chart of an example method
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400 for determining the topology of a driver circuit 100,
200 and/or of a power converter 231, 232, 233, 234. As
outlined above, the driver circuits and/or the power con-
verters are to be controlled or operated by a controller
160. The method 400 comprises assigning 401 a plurality
of different topology resistor values to a plurality of dif-
ferent power converter and/or driver circuit topologies.
Furthermore, the method 400 comprises coupling 402 a
first power converter and/or a first driver circuit having a
first one of the plurality of different topologies to the con-
troller 160 via a first topology resistor having the corre-
sponding first one of the plurality of different topology
resistor values. In particular, the first topology resistor
may be coupled to a measurement pin 130, 140 of the
controller 160. The first topology resistor may be coupled
to the controller 160 such that the topology resistor forms
a voltage divider with respect to a pre-determined voltage
level (e.g. the input voltage of the power converter and/or
driver circuit). Alternatively or in addition, the first topol-
ogy resistor may be coupled to the controller 160 such
that the first topology resistor may be submitted to a pre-
determined current generated by the controller 160. As
a result, a voltage drop at the first topology resistor only
depends on the value of the first topology resistor (where-
in the other influential factors of the voltage drop are
known to the controller 160). By consequence, the volt-
age drop at the first topology resistor (and the measure-
ment pin 130, 140) directly maps to a value of the first
topology resistor (and vice versa).
[0059] The method 400 may further comprise deter-
mining 403 the voltage drop at the first topology resistor.
The voltage drop at the first topology resistor may corre-
spond to (or may be proportional to) the voltage at the
measurement pin 130, 140 of the controller 160. In ad-
dition, the method 400 may comprise determining 404
the topology of the first power converter and/or driver
circuit based on the determined voltage drop. For this
purpose, the controller 160 may comprise a memory unit
to store a mapping list which maps a pre-determined list
of voltage values (and corresponding topology resistor
values) to a pre-determined list of power converter and/or
driver circuit topologies. The controller 160 may compare
the measured voltage drop with the voltage values in the
pre-determined list of voltage values, to determine the
topology of the power converter and/or driver circuit.
[0060] With some topologies a short can also do the
job or if the first converter stage is missing, no time con-
stant of the coil will measured only resistor values / shorts
(pulse should be current limited). In other words, a short
circuit to ground or to the supply voltage Vcc can be used
as a signal to determine a particular topology of the power
converter and/or the driver circuit. Alternatively or in ad-
dition, a time constant may be measured. The time con-
stant may depend on the value of a gate capacitor of a
transistor of the power converter and/or on an inductor
value of an inductor comprised within the power convert-
er. The time constant may provide an indication of the
particular topology of the power converter and/or the driv-

er circuit.
[0061] It should be noted that the description and draw-
ings merely illustrate the principles of the proposed meth-
ods and systems. Those skilled in the art will be able to
implement various arrangements that, although not ex-
plicitly described or shown herein, embody the principles
of the invention and are included within its spirit and
scope. Furthermore, all examples and embodiment out-
lined in the present document are principally intended
expressly to be only for explanatory purposes to help the
reader in understanding the principles of the proposed
methods and systems. Furthermore, all statements here-
in providing principles, aspects, and embodiments of the
invention, as well as specific examples thereof, are in-
tended to encompass equivalents thereof.

Claims

1. A controller (160) configured to control a plurality of
different types of power converters (231, 232, 233,
234) in accordance to a corresponding plurality of
different operation modes; wherein

- the controller (160) comprises a measurement
pin (130, 140) configured to be coupled to a first
topology resistor (142, 201) of a first power con-
verter of a type from the plurality of different
types of power converters (231, 232, 233, 234);
wherein the plurality of different types of power
converters (231, 232, 233, 234) comprise topol-
ogy resistors (142, 201) at a corresponding plu-
rality of different resistor values;
- the controller (160) is configured to sense a
voltage at the measurement pin (130, 140);
wherein the voltage at the measurement pin
(130, 140) is indicative of a voltage drop at the
first topology resistor (142, 201);
- the controller (160) is configured to determine
a type of the first power converter based on the
sensed voltage; and
- the controller (160) is configured to select an
operation mode for controlling the first power
converter, based on the determined type of the
first power converter.

2. The controller (160) of claim 1, wherein

- the first topology resistor (142, 201) is part of
a voltage divider; and
- a voltage across the voltage divider corre-
sponds to a voltage level which is known to the
controller (160).

3. The controller (160) of claim 2, wherein a mid-point
of the voltage divider is coupled to the measurement
pin (130, 140) of the controller (160).

15 16 



EP 2 779 400 A1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

4. The controller (160) of claim 3, wherein

- the voltage divider is coupled to an AC mains
supply (101);
- the first topology resistor (201) is coupled to a
first conductor of the AC mains supply (101);
- a second topology resistor (202) is coupled to
a different second conductor of the AC mains
supply (101) at one side, and to the mid-point of
the voltage divider at the other side;
- a low side resistor (203) is coupled to the mid-
point of the voltage divider and to ground, such
that the first and second topology resistors (201,
202), on one side of the mid-point, and the low
side resistor (203), on the other side of the mid-
point, form the voltage divider; and
- at least some of the plurality of different types
of power converters (231, 232, 233, 234) com-
prise second topology resistors (202) at different
resistor values.

5. The controller (160) of claim 3, wherein

- the voltage divider comprises a high side re-
sistor (303) coupled at one side to an input volt-
age of the first power converter, and at the other
side to the mid-point of the voltage divider; and
- the first topology resistor (142) is coupled at
one side to the mid-point of the voltage divider
and at the other side to ground.

6. The controller (160) of any of claims 3 to 5, wherein

- the first power converter comprises a power
switch arranged in series with a shunt resistor
(141) coupled at one side to ground;
- the other side of the shunt resistor (141) is cou-
pled to the measurement pin (140) via the first
topology resistor (142);
- the controller (160) is configured to alternate
the power switch between an off-state and an
on-state;
- the controller (160) is configured to measure a
first measurement signal at the measurement
pin (140), when the power switch is in on-state;
and a second measurement signal at the meas-
urement pin (140), when the power switch is in
off-state;
- the first measurement signal is indicative of the
current through the power switch; and
- the second measurement signal is indicative
of a voltage drop at the first topology resistor
(142).

7. The controller (160) of any previous claims, wherein

- the controller (160) comprises a current source
(302) configured to provide a pre-determined

current to the measurement pin (130, 140); and
- the voltage drop at the first topology resistor
(142) is dependent on the pre-determined cur-
rent.

8. The controller (160) of claim 7, wherein a current
through the first topology resistor (142) corresponds
to the pre-determined current.

9. The controller (160) of any previous claims, wherein

- the controller (160) further comprises a mem-
ory unit configured to store a plurality of different
pre-determined voltage values;
- the plurality of different pre-determined voltage
values correspond to the plurality of different
types of power converters; and
- the controller (160) is configured to compare
the sensed voltage with the plurality of different
pre-determined voltage values to determine the
type of the first power converter.

10. The controller (160) of any previous claims, wherein

- the first power converter is a switched-mode
power converter comprising a power switch;
- the controller (160) is configured to generate
a control signal for alternating the power switch
between an off-state and an on-state; and
- the control signal is generated based on the
type of the first power converter.

11. The controller (160) of any previous claims, wherein
the operation mode depends on one or more of

- a number of power switches to be controlled
for a particular type of power converter; and
- a regulation scheme to be used for a particular
type of power converter.

12. The controller (160) of any previous claims, wherein

- the controller (160) comprises a control pin
(151, 152) configured to be coupled to a gate of
a first power switch of at least one of the plurality
of different types of power converters (213, 232,
233, 234);
- the controller (160) is configured to provide a
gate current at the control pin (151, 152);
- the controller (160) is configured to sense a
voltage at the control pin; and
- the controller (160) is configured to determine
the type of the first power converter also based
on the sensed voltage at the control pin.

13. A driver circuit (100, 200) configured to provide elec-
trical energy to a load (120); wherein the driver circuit
(100, 200) comprises
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- a first power converter (231) configured to con-
vert electrical energy at an input voltage into
electrical energy at an output voltage; wherein
the first power converter (231) is of a type from
a plurality of different types of power converters
(231, 232, 233, 234); wherein the plurality of dif-
ferent types of power converters (231, 232, 233,
234) comprise topology resistors (142, 201) at
a corresponding plurality of different resistor val-
ues;
- a controller (160) according to any of claims 1
to 12; wherein the controller (160) is configured
to determine the type of the first power converter
(231) based on the topology resistor (142, 201)
of the first power converter (231), and to operate
the first power converter (231) based on the de-
termined type of the first power converter (231).

14. A method (400) for determining a topology of a power
converter (231, 232, 233, 234) to be controlled by a
controller (160), the method (400) comprising

- assigning a plurality of different topology resis-
tor values to a plurality of different power con-
verter topologies;
- coupling a first power converter (231) having
a first topology of the plurality of different topol-
ogies to the controller (160) via a first topology
resistor (142) having a corresponding first one
of the plurality of different topology resistor val-
ues;
- determining a voltage drop at the first topology
resistor (142); and
- determining the topology of the first power con-
verter based on the determined voltage drop.

Amended claims in accordance with Rule 137(2)
EPC.

1. A controller (160) configured to control a plurality
of different types of power converters (231, 232, 233,
234) in accordance to a corresponding plurality of
different operation modes; wherein

- the controller (160) comprises a measurement
pin (130, 140) configured to be coupled to a first
topology resistor (142, 201) of a first power con-
verter of a type from the plurality of different
types of power converters (231, 232, 233, 234);
wherein the plurality of different types of power
converters (231, 232, 233, 234) comprise topol-
ogy resistors (142, 201) at a corresponding plu-
rality of different resistor values;
- the controller (160) comprises a memory unit
configured to store a plurality of different pre-
determined voltage values;
- the plurality of different pre-determined voltage

values correspond to the plurality of different
types of power converters;
- the controller (160) is configured to sense a
voltage at the measurement pin (130, 140);
wherein the voltage at the measurement pin
(130, 140) is indicative of a voltage drop at the
first topology resistor (142, 201);
- the controller (160) is configured to compare
the sensed voltage with the plurality of different
pre-determined voltage values to determine a
type of the first power converter; and
- the controller (160) is configured to select an
operation mode for controlling the first power
converter, based on the determined type of the
first power converter.

2. The controller (160) of claim 1, wherein

- the first topology resistor (142, 201) is part of
a voltage divider; and
- a voltage across the voltage divider corre-
sponds to a voltage level which is known to the
controller (160).

3. The controller (160) of claim 2, wherein a mid-
point of the voltage divider is coupled to the meas-
urement pin (130, 140) of the controller (160).

4. The controller (160) of claim 3, wherein

- the voltage divider is coupled to an AC mains
supply (101);
- the first topology resistor (201) is coupled to a
first conductor of the AC mains supply (101);
- a second topology resistor (202) is coupled to
a different second conductor of the AC mains
supply (101) at one side, and to the mid-point of
the voltage divider at the other side;
- a low side resistor (203) is coupled to the mid-
point of the voltage divider and to ground, such
that the first and second topology resistors (201,
202), on one side of the mid-point, and the low
side resistor (203), on the other side of the mid-
point, form the voltage divider; and
- at least some of the plurality of different types
of power converters (231, 232, 233, 234) com-
prise second topology resistors (202) at different
resistor values.

5. The controller (160) of claim 3, wherein

- the voltage divider comprises a high side re-
sistor (303) coupled at one side to an input volt-
age of the first power converter, and at the other
side to the mid-point of the voltage divider; and
- the first topology resistor (142) is coupled at
one side to the mid-point of the voltage divider
and at the other side to ground.
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6. The controller (160) of any of claims 3 to 5, wherein

- the first power converter comprises a power
switch arranged in series with a shunt resistor
(141) coupled at one side to ground;
- the other side of the shunt resistor (141) is cou-
pled to the measurement pin (140) via the first
topology resistor (142);
- the controller (160) is configured to alternate
the power switch between an off-state and an
on-state;
- the controller (160) is configured to measure a
first measurement signal at the measurement
pin (140), when the power switch is in on-state;
and a second measurement signal at the meas-
urement pin (140), when the power switch is in
off-state;
- the first measurement signal is indicative of the
current through the power switch; and
- the second measurement signal is indicative
of a voltage drop at the first topology resistor
(142).

7. The controller (160) of any previous claims, where-
in

- the controller (160) comprises a current source
(302) configured to provide a pre-determined
current to the measurement pin (130, 140); and
- the voltage drop at the first topology resistor
(142) is dependent on the pre-determined cur-
rent.

8. The controller (160) of claim 7, wherein a current
through the first topology resistor (142) corresponds
to the pre-determined current.

9. The controller (160) of any previous claims, where-
in

- the first power converter is a switched-mode
power converter comprising a power switch;
- the controller (160) is configured to generate
a control signal for alternating the power switch
between an off-state and an on-state; and
- the control signal is generated based on the
type of the first power converter.

10. The controller (160) of any previous claims,
wherein the operation mode depends on one or more
of

- a number of power switches to be controlled
for a particular type of power converter; and
- a regulation scheme to be used for a particular
type of power converter.

11. The controller (160) of any previous claims,

wherein

- the controller (160) comprises a control pin
(151, 152) configured to be coupled to a gate of
a first power switch of at least one of the plurality
of different types of power converters (213, 232,
233, 234);
- the controller (160) is configured to provide a
gate current at the control pin (151, 152);
- the controller (160) is configured to sense a
voltage at the control pin;
and
- the controller (160) is configured to determine
the type of the first power converter also based
on the sensed voltage at the control pin.

12. A driver circuit (100, 200) configured to provide
electrical energy to a load (120); wherein the driver
circuit (100, 200) comprises

- a first power converter (231) configured to con-
vert electrical energy at an input voltage into
electrical energy at an output voltage; wherein
the first power converter (231) is of a type from
a plurality of different types of power converters
(231, 232, 233, 234); wherein the plurality of dif-
ferent types of power converters (231, 232, 233,
234) comprise topology resistors (142, 201) at
a corresponding plurality of different resistor val-
ues;
- a controller (160) according to any of claims 1
to 11; wherein the controller (160) is configured
to determine the type of the first power converter
(231) based on the topology resistor (142, 201)
of the first power converter (231), and to operate
the first power converter (231) based on the de-
termined type of the first power converter (231).

13. A method (400) for determining a topology of a
power converter (231, 232, 233, 234) to be controlled
by a controller (160), the method (400) comprising

- assigning a plurality of different topology resis-
tor values to a plurality of different power con-
verter topologies;
- coupling a first power converter (231) having
a first topology of the plurality of different power
converter topologies to the controller (160) via
a first topology resistor (142) having a corre-
sponding first one of the plurality of different to-
pology resistor values;
- providing a plurality of different pre-determined
voltage values;
wherein the plurality of different pre-determined
voltage values correspond to the plurality of dif-
ferent power converter topologies;
- determining a voltage drop at the first topology
resistor (142); and
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- determining the topology of the first power con-
verter based on the determined voltage drop by
comparing the determined voltage drop with the
plurality of different pre-determined voltage val-
ues.
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