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(54) SOLID ELECTROLYTIC CAPACITOR AND METHOD OF MANUFACTURING THE CAPACITOR

(57) A solid electrolytic capacitor of the present in-
vention comprises; a valve metal sheet which is made
porous, a dielectric layer formed on the porous portion,
a solid electrolyte layer formed on the dielectric layer, a
collector layer and an electrode exposure area formed
on the solid electrolyte layer, and an insulating section
electrically insulating the electrode exposure area from

the collector layer, in which the electrode exposure area
and the collector layer are formed on the same surface
of the valve metal sheet. It is also possible to laminate
a plurality of the capacitor elements. According to the
present invention, a solid electrolytic capacitor realizing
a reduction in size while achieving a high capacitance
and excellent high frequency response is provided.
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Description

FIELLD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a solid elec-
trolytic capacitor for use in a variety of electronic equip-
ment and a manufacturing method thereof.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] In recent years, as a reduction in size and op-
eration at higher frequencies are required of electronic
equipment, a large capacitance for the smallest possible
size, a low ESR(equivalent series resistance) and a low
ESL(equivalent series inductance) are required for ca-
pacitors used in electronic equipment. As a large capac-
itance multi-layer solid electrolytic capacitor, chip type
capacitors as disclosed in the USP 5,377,073 and the
Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No.
H11-274002 have been so far known. However, these
prior art solid electrolytic capacitors incorporate termi-
nals, lead wires and the like for electric connections and
also for mounting on a circuit board, resulting in forming
resistance and inductance components to prevent the
capacitors from reducing the ESL further.
[0003] The present invention deals with the conven-
tional problems as described above and aims to provide
a large capacitance solid electrolytic capacitor with ex-
cellent high frequency response, which can be mounted
on a circuit board and directly connected with semicon-
ductor devices, and a method of manufacturing the
same.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

[0004] The present invention discloses a capacitor el-
ement and a solid electrolytic capacitor composed of a
plurality of the capacitor elements laminated on top of
each other in layers, the capacitor element comprising:

a valve metal sheet having a porous section;
an electrode exposure area formed on one surface
of the valve metal sheet;
a dielectric layer formed on the porous section of
the valve metal sheet;
a solid electrolyte layer formed on the dielectric lay-
er; and
a collector layer formed on the solid electrolyte lay-
er,

wherein the electrode exposure area and collector
layer are formed on the same surface of the valve metal
sheet and electrically insulated from each other by an
insulating section.
[0005] Semiconductor devices can be directly mount-
ed on the solid electrolytic capacitor of the present in-
vention, thus, the capacitor does not need convention-
ally needed connection terminals and lead wires and

have an excellent high frequency response.
[0006] Also, the present invention discloses a method
of manufacturing the foregoing solid electrolytic capac-
itor.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007]

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a solid electrolytic
capacitor in exemplary embodiment 1 of the present
invention.
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the solid electro-
lytic capacitor in exemplary embodiment 1 of the
present invention.
FIG. 3 is a partially enlarged cross-sectional view
of the solid electrolytic capacitor in exemplary em-
bodiment 1 of the present invention.
FIG. 4 is a partially enlarged cross-sectional view
of the solid electrolytic capacitors in exemplary em-
bodiment 1 and 6 of the present invention.
FIG. 5 is a top view of solid electrolytic capacitors
in exemplary embodiments 2 and 7 of the present
invention.
FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the solid electro-
lytic capacitors in exemplary embodiments 2 and 7
of the present invention.
FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of the solid electro-
lytic capacitors in exemplary embodiments 2 and 7
of the present invention to show another electrode
configuration.
FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view of the solid electro-
lytic capacitors in exemplary embodiments 2 and 7
of the present invention to show still another elec-
trode configuration.
FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view of the capacitor el-
ement of solid electrolytic capacitors in exemplary
embodiments 3 and 8 of the present invention.
FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view of aluminum foil in
exemplary embodiment 4 of the present invention.
FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view showing a state of
a resist film formed on the aluminum foil in exem-
plary embodiment 4 of the present invention.
FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional view of a valve metal
sheet by making aluminum foil porous, in exemplary
embodiment 4 of the present invention.
FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view showing a state of
a dielectric layer formed on the porous valve metal
sheet in exemplary embodiment 4 of the present in-
vention.
FIG. 14 is a cross-sectional view showing a state of
an insulating section formed on the porous valve
metal sheet in exemplary embodiment 4 of the
present invention.
FIG. 15 is a cross-sectional view showing a state of
a solid electrolyte layer formed on the porous valve
metal sheet in exemplary embodiment 4 of the
present invention.
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FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view showing the state
of the resist film removed from the porous valve
metal sheet in exemplary embodiment 4 of the
present invention.
FIG. 17 is a cross-sectional view of a capacitor el-
ement having a first connection terminal and a sec-
ond connection terminal formed on the valve metal
sheet in exemplary embodiment 4 of the present in-
vention.
FIG. 18 is a cross-sectional view showing the state
of a package formed around a periphery and be-
neath a bottom surface of the capacitor element in
exemplary embodiment 4 of the present invention.
FIG. 19 is a cross-sectional view showing the state
of a blind hole formed in the package beneath the
bottom surface of the capacitor element in exem-
plary embodiment 4 of the present invention.
FIG. 20 is a cross-sectional view showing a state of
the capacitor element further provided with lead out
electrodes formed in the blind holes and an addi-
tional package to electrically insulate the lead out
electrodes formed beneath the bottom surface in
exemplary embodiment 4 of the present invention.
FIG. 21 is a cross-sectional view of a solid electro-
lytic capacitor obtained by providing external con-
nection terminals on the capacitor element in exem-
plary embodiment 4 of the present invention.
FIG. 22 is a cross-sectional view of a tantalum sin-
tered body for describing a manufacturing method
of a solid electrolytic capacitor in exemplary embod-
iment 5 of the present invention.
FIG. 23 is a cross-sectional view showing a step of
forming electrode portions on the tantalum sintered
body in exemplary embodiment 5 of the present in-
vention.
FIG. 24 is a cross-sectional view showing a state of
a dielectric layer formed on the tantalum sintered
body in exemplary embodiment 5 of the present in-
vention.
FIG. 25 is a cross-sectional view showing the state
of an insulating section formed on the tantalum sin-
tered body in exemplary embodiment 5 of the
present invention.
FIG. 26 is a cross-sectional view showing a state of
a solid electrolyte layer and a collector layer formed
on the tantalum sintered body in exemplary embod-
iment 5 of the present invention.
FIG. 27 is a cross-sectional view showing a state of
the resist film removed in exemplary embodiment 5
of the present invention.
FIG. 28 is a cross-sectional view of a capacitor el-
ement in exemplary embodiment 5 of the present
invention.
FIG. 29 is a cross-sectional view of a solid electro-
lytic capacitor produced by providing a package on
the capacitor element in exemplary embodiment 5
of the present invention.
FIG. 30 is a perspective view of a solid electrolytic

capacitor in exemplary embodiment 6 of the present
invention.
FIG. 31 is a cross-sectional view of the solid elec-
trolytic capacitor in exemplary embodiment 6 of the
present invention.
FIG. 32 is a cross-sectional view of a solid electro-
lytic capacitor in exemplary embodiment 7 of the
present invention.
FIG. 33 is a cross-sectional view of another solid
electrolytic capacitor in exemplary embodiment 7 of
the present invention.
FIG. 34 is a cross-sectional view of still another solid
electrolytic capacitor in exemplary embodiment 7 of
the present invention.
FIG. 35 is a cross-sectional view showing a state of
capacitor elements laminated in exemplary embod-
iment 9 of the present invention.
FIG. 36 is a cross-sectional view of a solid electro-
lytic capacitor in exemplary embodiment 9 of the
present invention.
FIG. 37 is cross-sectional view of a solid electrolytic
capacitor produced by laminating capacitor ele-
ments in exemplary embodiment 10 of the present
invention.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0008] Next, a description is given to a solid electro-
lytic capacitor and a manufacturing method thereof with
reference to the drawings. The drawings are schematic
and it should be noticed that relative dimensional rela-
tionships of the respective element are not shown cor-
rectly.

Exemplary Embodiment 1

[0009] In FIG. 1 through FIG. 4, a capacitor element
1 comprises a valve metal sheet 3 that is made porous
except a plurality of electrode portions 2, a dielectric lay-
er 4 formed on the porous surface of the valve metal
sheet 3, a solid electrolyte layers 5 formed on the die-
lectric layer 4, a collector layers 6 formed on the solid
electrolyte layer 5 and an insulating section 7 disposed
between the electrode portion 2 and the collector layer
6. Here, an area where thew electrode portion 2 is ex-
posed is referred to as an electrode exposure area 25.
The electrode exposure area 25 and the collector layer
6 are situated on the same surface of the valve metal
sheet 3 and electrically insulated from each other by in-
sulating section 7.
[0010] Although the capacitor element 1 functions
with the aforementioned structure, it is preferred that a
additional metal layer is formed on the electrode expo-
sure area 25 to make first connection terminal 8 and an-
other additional metal layer is formed on the collector
layer 6 around the insulating section 7 to make second
connection terminal 9.
[0011] Around an outer periphery of the capacitor el-
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ement 1 thus structured is formed package 11 com-
posed of epoxy resin and the like by a molding to com-
plete a solid electrolytic capacitor.
[0012] As the valve metal sheet 3, an aluminum foil is
used and is made porous by etching except the areas
corresponding to the electrode portions 2 and the die-
lectric layer 4 can be formed on the surface and the po-
rous surface of the aluminum foil by anodizing in a form-
ing solution.
[0013] Further, as the solid electrolyte layer 5, a con-
ductive high polymer layer formed of functional poly-
mers such as polypyrrole, polythiophene and the like
formed by a chemical oxidation polymerization or by an
electrolytic polymerization can be used, or a manga-
nese dioxide layer formed by impregnating manganese
nitrate solution and a following thermal decomposition,
and the like can be used.
[0014] Furthermore, as the collector layer 6, a carbon
layer alone or a laminated structure of a carbon layer
and a silver paste layer can be used.
[0015] In addition, as the insulating section 7, a sili-
cone resin that is excellent in printability, water repellen-
cy and the like can be used. Also, an epoxy resin and a
fluorocarbon resin can be used.
[0016] In order to enhance printability, water repellen-
cy and the like, a composite with necessary additives
contained can also be used.
[0017] As the first connection terminal 8 and the sec-
ond connection terminal 9 metals such as copper, sol-
der, silver, gold, nickel and the like can be used in a sin-
gle layer or in a laminated structure of these metals.
[0018] When the first connection terminal 8 is formed
on the electrode exposure area 25, a surface roughen-
ing process to provide asperity 12 on the electrode ex-
posure area 25 as shown in FIG. 4 bonds the first con-
nection terminal 8 to the electrode exposure area 25
strongly, thereby enabling an increase in a reliability in
electrical connection.
[0019] A solid electrolytic capacitor thus structured
has a plurality of connection terminals 8 and connection
terminals 9 on the upper and bottom surfaces thereof,
as FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 show. This structure allows one
surface thereof to be mounted with semiconductor de-
vices and another surface to be connected to lands of
a circuit board.
[0020] A number of the connection terminals 8 and 9
is made the same as a number of connecting bumps of
the semiconductor devices. When the number of con-
nection terminals 8 and 9 exceeds the number of con-
necting bumps of the semiconductor devices, chip type
components such as chip resistors, chip capacitors,
chip inductors and the like can be mounted on the one
surface of the solid electrolytic capacitor in addition to
the semiconductor devices, thereby allowing the whole
assembly to be a circuit module.
[0021] Also, first lead out electrode 22 and second
lead out electrode 23 are provided in the package be-
neath the bottom surface of the capacitor and are con-

nected to external terminals 24, respectively, as re-
quired.
[0022] However, these lead out electrodes and exter-
nal terminals are not necessarily required and the most
appropriate structure can be employed according to a
circuit design and a mounting process.

Exemplary Embodiment 2

[0023] A solid electrolytic capacitor in exemplary em-
bodiment 2 of the present invention is similar to the one
in exemplary embodiment 1 as far as the fundamental
structure is concerned. A different point is to have con-
nection bumps 13 and 14 made of gold, solder or tin
provided on the first connection terminal 8 and the sec-
ond connection terminal 9, respectively, so as to facili-
tate the connection with the semiconductor devices. In
order to keep the bump pitches constant, connection
bumps 13 and 14 are formed after insulating layer 16
with openings 15 provided at places, where connection
bumps 13 and 14 are located, is formed.
[0024] As a result of disposing connection terminals
8 and connection terminals 9 alternately on the same
surface of a sheet-like solid electrolytic capacitor, a low
ESR as well as a low ESL can be obtained, thereby al-
lowing the solid electrolytic capacitor to have an excel-
lent high frequency response.
[0025] A solid electrolytic capacitor as shown in FIG.
6 is a sheet-like solid electrolytic capacitor structured to
have connection bumps 13 and 14 disposed on both
surfaces thereof.
[0026] It is also possible to have connection bumps
13 and 14 disposed only on the upper surface of the
solid electrolytic capacitor and to have the bottom sur-
face thereof covered with package 11 as shown in FIG.
2. This structure allows the solid electrolytic capacitor
to be mounted on a circuit board of high density wiring
patterns with an insulating condition maintained.
[0027] A description is given to another configuration
of the electrode portion with reference to FIG. 7 and FIG.
8.
[0028] A solid electrolytic capacitor as shown in FIG.
7 has electrode portions 2 with cross-sectional areas
made smaller than the areas of the electrode exposure
area 25 in the valve metal sheet 3, thereby allowing the
capacitance of the capacitor to increase. The cross-sec-
tional area of the electrode portions 2 can be controlled
by controlling the etching conditions of the valve metal
sheet.
[0029] The electrode portion 2 shown in FIG. 8 is
formed so as to extend to an arbitrary depth in valve
sheet metal 3, thereby allowing the capacitance of the
capacitor to increase further.
[0030] Accordingly, the solid electrolytic capacitor in
the present exemplary embodiment is allowed to have
semiconductor devices mounted thereon and also to be
mounted on a circuit board easily due to the provision
of the connection terminals 8 and 9 and the connection
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bumps 13 and 14 disposed thereon, respectively. And
this structure contributes to obtain a large capacitance
capacitor with the smallest possible configuration in
comparison with the prior art capacitors. As a result,
considerable progress is made toward a size reduction
and enhanced mounting efficiency.

Exemplary Embodiment 3

[0031] A description is given to a solid electrolytic ca-
pacitor in exemplary embodiment 3 of the present in-
vention with reference to FIG. 9. As FIG. 9 shows, ca-
pacitor element 1 in the present exemplary embodiment
comprises a valve metal sheet 3 prepared by forming a
tantalum powder into a sheet-like shape followed by a
sintering, a dielectric layer formed by an anodization on
a portion other than an electrode exposure area 25, by
preventing an invasion of forming solution by a resist
film formed on the area of valve metal sheet 3, a solid
electrolyte layer formed on the dielectric layer, the solid
electrolyte layer being composed of a conductive poly-
mer or a manganese dioxide or the like, a collector layer
formed on the solid electrolyte layer, the collector layer
comprising carbon and a silver paste, an insulating sec-
tion 7 provided around the electrode exposure area 25,
first connection terminal 8 connected to the electrode
portion 2, which is located inside the insulating section
7, and second connection terminal 9 connected to the
collector layer, which is provided around the insulating
section 7.
[0032] The capacitor element thus structured is
formed with package 11 as FIG. 1 shows, thereby com-
pleting a solid electrolytic capacitor.
[0033] The reason why such a sheet of sintered valve
metal powder as described above is used is that a solid
electrolytic capacitor with a larger capacitance can be
obtained compared with the case where aluminum foil
made porous by etching is used.
[0034] With respect to the structure of valve metal
sheet 3, there is another method of forming electrode
portion 2 by forming a through hole in the valve metal
sheet 3 in advance besides the method of preventing
the dielectric layer from being formed by employing a
resist and the like as described above. In this case, a
wall surface with no dielectric layer is formed inside of
the through hole and a valve metal powder of the same
kind is pressed into the through hole, thereby forming
the electrode portion 2. As an alternate method of form-
ing the eelectrode portion 2 is a method of forming a
metal layer on the inner walls of the through hole by a
plating.

Exemplary Embodiment 4

[0035] A description is given to a solid electrolytic ca-
pacitor in exemplary embodiment 4 of the present in-
vention with reference to FIG. 10 through FIG. 21.
[0036] First, as FIG. 10 shows, aluminum foil 17 is

prepared. Then, as FIG. 11 shows, resist films 18 com-
posed of a chemical-resistant photo-resist, a masking
tape and the like are formed on both surfaces of the alu-
minum foil 17 at positions where the electrode portions
are formed and the resist films 18 thus formed are cured.
[0037] Next, as FIG. 12 shows, the aluminum foil 17
with the resist film 18 formed is chemically etched to
make the areas not covered with the resist film 18 po-
rous. Thus, the valve metal sheet 3 with electrode por-
tion 2 formed on the areas, where resist film 18 is
formed, is produced.
[0038] Subsequently, the valve metal sheet 3 with re-
sist film 18 left thereon as FIG. 13 shows is anodized in
a forming solution, thereby forming a dielectric layer 4
on the surface of the porous section of the valve metal
sheet 3 except the area where electrode portion 2 is
formed.
[0039] Then, as FIG. 14 shows, insulating section 7
is formed around the resist film 18 by a printing method
and the like to prevent short-circuiting between the elec-
trode portion 2 and the collector layer 6 to be formed
later.
[0040] Next, the valve metal sheet 3 with insulating
section 7 is immersed in a solution containing pyrrole as
FIG. 15 shows and then immersed in an oxidizing solu-
tion to have a thin polypyrrole layer formed on the die-
lectric layer 4 by chemical oxidation polymerization.
[0041] Further, the valve metal sheet 3 with the thin
polypyrrole layer formed is immersed in a solution con-
taining pyrrole to have a sufficiently thick polypyrrole lay-
er formed on the thin polypyrrole layer by an electrolytic
polymerization. The electrolytic polymerization is per-
formed with the polypyrrole layer serving as a positive
electrode and an electrode in the solution as a negative
electrode. In this way, a solid electrolyte layer 5 of suf-
ficiently thick polypyrrole layer formed on the thin
polypyrrole layer is formed.
[0042] The resist layer 18 is removed after collector
layer 6 comprising a carbon layer, a silver paste layer
and the like is formed on the solid electrolyte layer 5, as
FIG. 16 shows.
[0043] Subsequently, as FIG. 17 shows, any one of
electrode materials such as gold, silver, copper, nickel
and the like is deposited on electrode exposure area 25
and collector layer 6 by methods such as a vacuum dep-
osition, a sputtering, a plating and the like to form first
connection terminal 8 formed on the electrode exposure
area 25 and second connection terminal 9 on the col-
lector layer 6, thereby completing capacitor element 1.
[0044] Then, as FIG. 18 shows, package 11 com-
posed of epoxy resin and the like to serve as an electri-
cally insulating layer is formed around a periphery and
beneath a bottom surface of the capacitor element 1.
[0045] In order to form lead out electrodes, blind holes
21 are formed by an etching, a laser machining and the
like as FIG. 19 shows.
[0046] Electrodes 22 and 23 to electrically connect
with the connection terminals 8 and 9 from the blind
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holes 21, respectively, are formed by a vacuum deposi-
tion, a sputtering, a plating and the like as FIG. 20
shows.
[0047] And, for the purposes of an electrical insula-
tion, a protection against external stresses to the bottom
surface of capacitor element 1, and also enhancing the
reliability and the like, package 11 is further formed on
the previously applied package 11 by an injection mold-
ing of epoxy resin and the like. And external terminals
24 to electrically connect with lead out electrodes 22 and
23 formed on the periphery of capacitor element 1 are
provided, as FIG. 21 shows, to completing a solid elec-
trolytic capacitor.
[0048] As described above, according to a method of
manufacturing solid electrolytic capacitors in the
present exemplary embodiment, solid electrolytic ca-
pacitors with enhanced reliability are produced by ap-
plying a little improvement to the already well estab-
lished production processes of a solid electrolytic ca-
pacitors employing an aluminum foil and a functional
polymer.

Exemplary Embodiment 5

[0049] A description is given to a solid electrolytic ca-
pacitor in exemplary embodiment 5 of the present in-
vention with reference to FIG. 22 through FIG. 29.
[0050] First, as FIG. 22 shows, a mixture of tantalum
powder and a binder is kneaded and molded to a sheet-
like shape. After subjected to a binder elimination proc-
ess, the sheet-like molded shape is sintered at a prede-
termined temperature to obtain sheet-like shaped po-
rous tantalum sintered body 19.
[0051] Next, as FIG. 23 shows, resin material 20 such
as epoxy resin and the like is impregnated at positions
where electrode portion 2 is formed and also resist layer
18 is formed by printing at positions where electrode ex-
posure area 25 is formed. Then, the resin material 20
and the resist layer 18 are cured.
[0052] Thereafter, as FIG. 24 shows, the tantalum sin-
tered body 19 is subjected to an anodization process in
a forming solution to form dielectric layer 4 on the porous
sections except the areas for electrode portion 2.
[0053] Subsequently, as FIG. 25 shows, a resin layer
is formed by a printing and the like method around resist
layer 18 as mentioned above to form insulating section
7 and then, in the same manner as in exemplary em-
bodiment 4, solid electrolyte layer 5 composed of
polypyrrole is formed on the dielectric layer 4.
[0054] Then, as FIG. 26 shows, collector layer 6 com-
prising a carbon layer, a silver paste layer and the like
is formed on the solid electrolyte layer 5.
[0055] The resist film 18 is removed as FIG. 27 shows
and then, as FIG. 28 shows, first connection terminal 8
and second connection terminal 9 are formed on the
electrode exposure area 25 and the collector layer 6,
respectively to form a capacitor element. The connec-
tion terminals are formed by any one layer of electrode

materials such as gold, silver, copper, nickel and the like
on an outer surface of the electrode portion 2 (i.e. elec-
trode exposure area 25) by the methods such as a vac-
uum deposition, a sputtering, a plating and the like. The
connection terminals 8 and 9 are separated and insu-
lated by the insulating section 7.
[0056] Finally, as FIG. 29 shows, package 11 is
formed by injection molding of epoxy resin and the like,
thereby completing the production of a solid electrolytic
capacitor.
[0057] By employing sheet-like tantalum sintered
body 19 as described above, a solid electrolytic capac-
itor with a higher capacitance can be produced in com-
parison with the solid electrolytic capacitor employing
aluminum foil as described in exemplary embodiment 4
of the present invention.

Exemplary Embodiment 6

[0058] A description is given to a solid electrolytic ca-
pacitor in exemplary embodiment 6 of the present in-
vention with reference to FIG. 30 and FIG. 31.
[0059] In FIG. 30 and FIG. 31, capacitor element 1
comprises valve metal sheet 3, which is made porous
except the areas where a plurality of electrode portions
2 are located, dielectric layer 4 formed on a surface of
the porous portion of the valve metal sheet 3, solid elec-
trolyte layer 5 formed on the dielectric layer 4, collector
layer 6 formed on the solid electrolyte layer 5, and insu-
lating section 7 disposed between electrode exposure
area 25 on a surface of the electrode portion 2 and the
collector layer 6.
[0060] Although capacitor element 1 functions well
even with the foregoing structure, it is preferred that an
additional metal layer is formed on the electrode expo-
sure area 25 to provide first connection terminal 8, and
another additional metal layer is formed on the collector
layer 6 surrounding the insulating section 7 to provide
second connection terminal 9. Two of the capacitor el-
ement 1 thus structured are laminated with the first con-
nection terminals 8 of one capacitor element connected
to the first connection terminals 8 of another capacitor
element by means of interlayer connecting material 10
of solder and the like. And also the second connection
terminals 9 of one capacitor element are connected to
the second connection terminals 9 of another capacitor
element by means of interlayer connecting material 10
of solder and the like. And package 11 composed of
epoxy resin and the like is formed around the periphery
of the laminated body by molding, thereby producing a
solid electrolytic capacitor. The structure of the capacitor
element 1 and the materials used therein are the same
as in exemplary embodiment 1 of the present invention.
[0061] The solid electrolytic capacitor structured as
above has a plurality of connection terminals 8 and also
connection terminals 9 on and beneath an upper and a
bottom surfaces thereof as FIG. 30 and FIG. 31 show,
thereby allowing a semiconductor device to be mounted
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on one surface thereof and another surface to be con-
nected to a land of a circuit board.
[0062] At this time, the number of connection termi-
nals 8 and 9 is made a same as or to exceed a number
of connection bumps of the semiconductor device.
[0063] When the number of connection terminals 8
and 9 on one surface of the solid electrolytic capacitor
exceeds the number of the connection bumps of the
semiconductor device, chip components such as chip
resistors, chip capacitors, chip inductors and the like are
mounted thereon in addition to the semiconductor de-
vice, thereby allowing the whole assembly to be a kind
of circuit module.
[0064] Thus, by making a solid electrolytic capacitor
having a multi-layer structure, a higher capacitance can
be obtained. At the same time, by having connection ter-
minals 8 and connection terminals 9 disposed alternate-
ly, low ESR and low ESL as well can be obtained to allow
the impedance characteristics at high frequencies to be
improved greatly, resulting in realizing a solid electrolytic
capacitor of excellent high frequency response.

Exemplary Embodiment 7

[0065] FIG. 5 is a top view of a solid electrolytic ca-
pacitor in exemplary embodiment 7 of the present in-
vention. FIG. 32 is a cross-sectional view of the solid
electrolytic capacitor of FIG. 5, FIG. 33 is a cross-sec-
tional view of another solid electrolytic capacitor and
FIG. 34 is a cross-sectional view of still another solid
electrolytic capacitor.
[0066] The fundamental structure of the solid electro-
lytic capacitor in exemplary embodiment 7 of the present
invention is the same as in exemplary embodiment 6
except that connection bumps 13 and 14 composed of
gold, solder or tin are provided on the first connection
terminal 8 and the second connection terminal 9 to fa-
cilitate the connection with the semiconductor device. In
order to keep the bump pitches of connection bumps 13
and 14 constant, insulating film 16 with opening 15 pro-
vided at the places, where connection bumps 13 and 14
are formed, is formed and then connection bumps 13
and 14 are formed.
[0067] FIG. 32 shows a solid electrolytic capacitor
prepared by laminating two of the capacitor element 1
and FIG. 33 shows a solid electrolytic capacitor pre-
pared by laminating three of the capacitor element 1.
These solid electrolytic capacitors have connection
bumps 13 and 14 provided on both respective surfaces.
[0068] In FIG. 33, as interlayer connecting material 10
to connect electrode portions 2, any one material select-
ed from the group consisting of solder, a conductive ad-
hesive and an anisotropic conductive sheet is used, and
as interlayer connecting layer to connect collector layers
6, a conductive adhesive is used.
[0069] Meanwhile, FIG. 34 shows a solid electrolytic
capacitor prepared by laminating three of the capacitor
element 1 with connection bumps 13 and 14 provided

only on the upper surface of the multi-layer capacitor.
The bottom surface thereof is covered by package 11,
thereby allowing the multi-layer capacitor to be mounted
on a circuit board with a high densely wiring patterns
while an electrical insulation being maintained.
[0070] As described above, the solid electrolytic ca-
pacitor in the present exemplary embodiment facilitates
the mounting of the semiconductor device thereon and
also facilitates the mounting thereof on a circuit board
due to the provision of connection bumps 13 and 14 on
connection terminals 8 and 9, respectively.

Exemplary Embodiment 8

[0071] FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view of capacitor el-
ement 1 in exemplary embodiment 8 of the present in-
vention.
[0072] The capacitor element 1 in the present exem-
plary embodiment includes valve metal sheet 3 pre-
pared by forming a tantalum powder into a sheet-like
shape followed by a sintering process. By preventing a
forming solution from invading into a portion where elec-
trode portion 2 is formed, dielectric layer 4 is formed by
anodization of the valve metal sheet 3 except the area
where the electrode portion 2 is formed.
[0073] Then, solid electrolyte layer 5 composed of a
conductive polymer, manganese dioxide or the like is
formed on dielectric layer 4. Further, collector layer 6
comprising carbon or a silver paste is formed on the sol-
id electrolyte layer 5, insulating section 7 is provided
around the electrode exposure area 25 on a surface of
the electrode portion 2, first connection terminal 8 con-
nected to the electrode exposure area 25 is provided
inside of insulating section 7 and second connection ter-
minal 9 connected to the collector layer 6 is provided
around the insulating section 7.
[0074] Up to these points, the structure described
above is the same as in exemplary embodiment 3.
[0075] The necessary number of the capacitor ele-
ment 1 thus prepared are laminated in the same manner
as in exemplary embodiment 6 and package 11 is
formed, thereby finishing the production of a solid elec-
trolytic capacitor.
[0076] The reason why a valve metal powder is used
is to obtain a higher capacitance for the resulting solid
electrolytic capacitor in comparison with the solid elec-
trolytic capacitor employing capacitor element 1 pre-
pared by the use of valve metal sheet 3 composed of
aluminum foil.

Exemplary Embodiment 9

[0077] First, in exemplary embodiment 9 of the
present invention, one sheet of sheet-like capacitor el-
ement 1 is first prepared according to the steps shown
in FIG. 10 through FIG. 21 in exemplary embodiment 4.
[0078] Then, as FIG. 35 shows, two of capacitor ele-
ment 1 are aligned in position to make positions of the
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first connection terminals 8 of the two capacitor element
1 to coincide with each other, and also to make positions
of the second connection terminals 9 of the two capac-
itor element 1 to coincide with each other. Then, the two
capacitor elements 1 are laminated and connected elec-
trically and also mechanically with each other by means
of interlayer connecting material 10, thereby obtaining
a laminated body composed of two capacitor elements
1.
[0079] Finally, as FIG. 36 shows, for the purpose of
electrical insulation and enhancing reliability by protect-
ing the capacitor element 1 from the humid environment
and external stresses, package 11 composed of epoxy
resin and the like is formed by injection molding around
the laminated body of capacitor element 1 to complete
a solid electrolytic capacitor.
[0080] As described above, according to the method
of manufacturing solid electrolytic capacitors in the
present exemplary embodiment, solid electrolytic ca-
pacitors with excellent reliability can be produced by ap-
plying a little improvement to the established manufac-
turing process of a solid electrolytic capacitors employ-
ing a functional polymer and an aluminum foil.

Exemplary Embodiment 10

[0081] First, in exemplary embodiment 10 of the
present invention, one sheet of capacitor element 1 is
prepared according to the steps as described in FIG. 22
through FIG. 29 in exemplary embodiment 5.
[0082] Then, as FIG. 37 shows, two of the capacitor
element 1 thus structured are laminated so as the posi-
tions of the first connection terminals 8 of the two ca-
pacitor elements 1 to coincide with each other and also
the positions of the second connection terminals 9 of the
two capacitor elements 1 to coincide with each other,
and the two capacitor elements 1 are connected elec-
trically and mechanically as well with each other by
means of interlayer connecting material 10. And finally
package 11 composed of epoxy resin and the like is
formed by an injection molding around a periphery of
the laminated body of the capacitor elements 1 to com-
pleting a solid electrolytic capacitor.
[0083] As described above, by employing a method
of using sheet-like tantalum sintered body 19, a solid
electrolytic capacitors with a higher capacitance in com-
parison with the solid electrolytic capacitors using alu-
minum foil as described in exemplary embodiment 9 of
the present invention can be produced.

INDUSTRIAL USABILITY

[0084] A solid electrolytic capacitor of the present in-
vention can produce a module excellent in high frequen-
cy response since a direct mounting of a semiconductor
device on the surface thereof is possible. Further, the
solid electrolytic capacitor of the present invention
makes it possible to realize a reduction in size while

achieving a high capacitance.

Claims

1. A solid electrolytic capacitor comprising:

a valve metal sheet having a porous section;
an electrode exposure area formed on a sur-
face of said valve metal sheet;
a dielectric layer formed on said porous section
of said valve metal sheet;
a solid electrolyte layer formed on said dielec-
tric layer;
a collector layer formed on said solid electrolyte
layer; and
an insulating section to electrically insulate said
electrode exposure area from said collector lay-
er,

wherein said electrode exposure area and
said collector layer are disposed on a same surface
of said valve metal sheet.

2. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
1, wherein said valve metal sheet comprises any
one of aluminum foil and a sintered body of a valve
metal powder.

3. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
1, wherein said electrode exposure area is any one
of an outer surface of a sintered body of a valve met-
al powder and an outer surface of a through hole
formed in a sintered body of a valve metal powder.

4. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
1, wherein said solid electrolyte layer is at least one
of a conductive polymer and manganese dioxide.

5. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
1, further comprising:

a first connection terminal connecting to said
electrode exposure area; and
a second connection terminal connecting to
said collector layer.

6. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
1, wherein said electrode exposure area, dielectric
layer, solid electrolyte layer, collector layer and in-
sulating section are formed on both surfaces of said
valve metal sheet.

7. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
6, further comprising:

a first connection terminal connecting to said
electrode exposure area; and
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a second connection terminal connecting to
said collector layer.

8. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
7, wherein said first connection terminal and second
connection terminal are formed on both surfaces of
said valve metal sheet.

9. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to any one
of claim 5 and claim 8, wherein said first connection
terminal is any one of additional metal layers formed
on said electrode exposure area and on a rough-
ened surface of said electrode exposure area.

10. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to any one
of claim 5 and claim 8, wherein said second con-
nection terminal is a metal layer formed on said col-
lector layer.

11. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to any one
of claim 5 and claim 8, wherein said second con-
nection terminal is a metal layer provided in an
opening of said insulating section formed on said
collector layer.

12. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to any one
of claim 5 and claim 8, wherein each of said first
connection terminal and said second connection
terminal is a connection bump.

13. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
1, wherein a cross-sectional area of an electrode
portion inside said valve metal sheet is smaller than
an area of said electrode exposure area.

14. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
1, further comprising a package.

15. A method of manufacturing solid electrolytic capac-
itors comprising the steps of:

forming a resist layer on a portion of a valve
metal sheet surface, said portion an electrode
exposure area is to be formed;
forming a porous section in said valve metal
sheet;
forming a dielectric layer on said porous sec-
tion;
forming an insulating section around said resist
layer;
forming a solid electrolyte layer on said dielec-
tric layer; and
forming a collector layer on said solid electro-
lyte layer.

16. A method of manufacturing solid electrolytic capac-
itors comprising the steps of:

sintering a valve metal powder to form a valve
metal sheet;
forming a dielectric layer in said valve metal
sheet except an area to be an electrode expo-
sure area;
forming an insulating section around said elec-
trode exposure area;
forming a solid electrolyte layer on said dielec-
tric layer; and
forming a collector layer on said solid electro-
lyte layer.

17. The method of manufacturing solid electrolytic ca-
pacitors according to claim 16, further comprising
the steps of:

providing a through hole; and
forming an electrode portion in said through
hole.

18. A solid electrolytic capacitor comprising a laminate
of a plurality of capacitor elements, each of said ca-
pacitor elements comprising:

a valve metal sheet having a porous section;
an electrode exposure area formed on a sur-
face of said valve metal sheet;
a dielectric layer formed on said porous section
of said valve metal sheet;
a solid electrolyte layer formed on said dielec-
tric layer;
a collector layer formed on said solid electrolyte
layer; and
an insulating section to electrically insulate said
electrode exposure area from said collector lay-
er,

wherein said electrode exposure area and
said collector layer are disposed on a same surface
of said valve metal sheet.

19. The solid electrolyte capacitor according to claim
18, wherein electrode exposure areas of one of said
plurality of capacitor elements are electrically con-
nected to electrode exposure areas of other capac-
itor element, and collector layers of one of said plu-
rality of capacitor elements are electrically connect-
ed to collector layers of other capacitor element.

20. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
18, wherein said valve metal sheet comprises any
one of aluminum foil and a sintered body of a valve
metal powder.

21. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
18, wherein said electrode exposure area is any
one of an outer surface of a sintered body of a valve
metal powder and an outer surface of a through hole
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formed in a sintered body of a valve metal powder.

22. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
18, wherein said solid electrolyte layer is a conduc-
tive polymer.

23. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
18, further comprising:

a first connection terminal connecting to said
electrode exposure area; and
a second connection terminal connecting to
said collector layer.

24. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
23, wherein said first connection terminal and said
second connection terminal are formed on both sur-
faces of said capacitor element.

25. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
23, wherein said first connection terminal is any one
of additional metal layers formed on said electrode
exposure area and on a roughened surface of said
electrode exposure area.

26. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
23, wherein said second connection terminal is a
metal layer formed on said collector layer.

27. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
23, wherein said second connection terminal is a
metal layer provided in an opening of said insulating
section formed on said collector layer.

28. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
23, wherein each of said first connection terminal
and said second connection terminal is a connec-
tion bump.

29. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim
19, wherein a material to electrically connect said
electrode exposure areas of one of said plurality of
capacitor elements to said electrode exposure are-
as of other capacitor element and a material to elec-
trically connect said collector layers of one of said
plurality of capacitor elements to said collector lay-
ers of other capacitor element are any one selected
from a group consisting of a solder, a conductive
adhesive, an anisotropic conductive adhesive and
a conductive polymer.

30. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to any one
of claim 18 and claim 29, further comprising a pack-
age.

31. A method of manufacturing solid electrolytic capac-
itors comprising the steps of:

forming a resist layer on a portion of a valve
metal sheet surface, said portion an electrode
exposure area is to be formed;
forming a porous section in said valve metal
sheet;
forming a dielectric layer on said porous sec-
tion;
forming an insulating section around said resist
layer;
forming a solid electrolyte layer on said dielec-
tric layer;
forming a capacitor element by forming a col-
lector layer on said solid electrolyte layer; and
laminating a plurality of said capacitor elements
with electrode exposure areas of one of said
plurality of capacitor elements being electrically
connected to electrode exposure areas of other
capacitor element, and collector layers of one
of said plurality of capacitor elements being
electrically connected to collector layers of oth-
er capacitor element.

32. The method of manufacturing solid electrolyte ca-
pacitor according to claim 31, wherein said valve
metal sheet is any one of aluminum foil and a sin-
tered body of a valve metal powder.

33. The method of manufacturing solid electrolytic ca-
pacitors according to claim 32, further comprising
the steps of:

providing a through hole in said valve metal
sheet; and
forming an electrode portion in said through
hole.
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