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(54) Digital equalizer adaptation using on-die instrument

(57) Systems and methods are provided for adjusting
gain of a receiver. Adaptation circuitry is operable to iden-
tify, based on a matrix representation of a receiver’s out-
put generated from horizontal and vertical sweeps of the
receiver’s output, an eye opening of the receiver’s output.
The adaptation circuitry is also operable to determine
whether a size of the eye opening needs to be changed.

When it is determined that the size of the eye opening
needs to be changed, the adaptation circuitry is operable
to generate a digital signal to change a gain setting of
the receiver. When the signal at the receiver’s output is
under-equalized, the AC gain of the receiver is increased.
When the signal at the receiver’s output is over-equal-
ized, the AC gain of the receiver is decreased.



EP 2 779 550 A2

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

Cross Reference

[0001] This patent document claims the benefit of, and
priority to, U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/782,855,
filed March 14, 2013, the disclosure of which is hereby
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

Field of the Disclosure

[0002] This disclosure relates to systems and methods
for adjusting the gain of a receiver in a communications
system having digital adaption circuitry and an on-die
instrument (ODI).

Background of the Disclosure

[0003] As data rates increase in a backplane, trans-
mitted signals are subject to attenuation, reflections, and
coupling. Data rates are often so fast that a transmitted
signal may reach the bandwidth limitations of the trans-
mission medium (e.g., wire), resulting in channel loss and
degradation of the signal’s eye opening by the time the
signal reaches a receiver.
[0004] A receiver performs the dual functions of receiv-
ing an input signal and "boosting" the signal up (i.e., in-
creasing the size of the eye opening) so that data can be
recovered (e.g., by a sense amplifier or latch). A receiver
may provide both DC gain and AC gain to the input signal.
Increasing DC gain boosts all frequency components up
to the Nyquist frequency (i.e., half of the data rate), in-
cluding crosstalk and noise. Increasing AC gain of the
received input signal boosts a particular frequency com-
ponent, such as the frequency of the data rate, which
may have been attenuated when it was transmitted in
the transmission medium, due to channel loss. The great-
er the channel loss, the more AC gain a receiver may
have to supply to the input signal, to compensate for the
loss. If a receiver does not supply enough AC gain, the
size of the input signal’s eye opening may be too small
for data to be accurately recovered, resulting in a high
bit error rate (BER). However, if the AC gain level is too
high, the input signal may be over-equalized, which may
also result in a high BER. Thus, it is important to find and
set the correct AC and DC gains for any given backplane
to achieve a sufficiently low BER.
[0005] Analog adaptation capabilities for finding suita-
ble AC and DC gains for a transceiver are well known.
However, analog adaptation circuitry may be susceptible
to process variations and component mismatches, and
may not be easily migrated to a new process. In addition,
analog adaptation is costly, requires a large silicon area,
and consumes a lot of power.

Summary of the Disclosure

[0006] In light of the above, the present disclosure re-

lates to systems and methods for a digital adaptation
block ("digital block") in a communications system. Digital
blocks may be easily migrated to any process node, and
may also consume less power and take up less die area
than their analog counterparts. In addition, digital blocks
may be scalable for different processes and may not need
to be optimized for analog components.
[0007] In accordance with embodiments of the present
disclosure, adaptation circuitry is provided that is opera-
ble to identify, based on a matrix representation of a re-
ceiver’s output generated from horizontal and vertical
sweeps of the receiver’s output, an eye opening of the
receiver’s output. Elements of the generated matrix rep-
resentation may have a first value where an eye opening
exists and a second value where an eye opening does
not exist. The adaptation circuitry may be operable to
control the horizontal and the vertical sweeps of the re-
ceiver’s output, and to find envelope limits of the receiv-
er’s output. The adaptation circuitry is also operable to
determine whether a size of the eye opening needs to
be changed. When it is determined that the size of the
eye opening needs to be changed, the adaptation circuit-
ry is operable to generate a digital signal to change a
gain setting of the receiver.
[0008] In accordance with additional embodiments of
the present disclosure, the adaptation circuitry is further
operable to calculate a vertical height of the identified
eye opening and compare the calculated vertical height
to a pre-defined vertical envelope or to an optimum ver-
tical eye opening.
[0009] In accordance with additional embodiments of
the present disclosure, the adaptation circuitry is further
operable to determine whether the receiver’s output is
under-equalized or over-equalized. When it is deter-
mined that the receiver’s output is under-equalized, the
adaptation circuitry is operable to generate a digital signal
to increase AC gain of the receiver if the AC gain of the
receiver is not at a maximum setting. If the AC gain of
the receiver is at the maximum setting, the adaptation
circuitry is operable to generate a digital signal to de-
crease DC gain of the receiver and set the AC gain of
the receiver substantially equal to zero. When it is deter-
mined that the receiver’s output is over-equalized, the
adaptation circuitry is operable to generate a digital signal
to decrease the AC gain of the receiver if the AC gain of
the receiver is not at a minimum setting. If the AC gain
of the receiver is at the minimum setting, the adaptation
circuitry is operable to generate a digital signal to in-
crease the DC gain of the receiver and set the AC gain
of the receiver substantially equal to zero. Methods cor-
responding to the above-mentioned systems are also
provided.
[0010] In accordance with additional embodiments of
the present disclosure, there is provided a communica-
tions system that includes a receiver having at least one
amplifier, and an on-die instrument (ODI) configured to
sample an output of the receiver. The communications
system also includes a first digital adaptation unit config-
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ured to analyze outputs of the ODI, control horizontal and
vertical sweeps of the receiver’s output that are used to
generate a matrix representation of the receiver’s output,
and generate a first set of digital signals for adjusting a
gain setting of at least one amplifier in the receiver.
[0011] In accordance with additional embodiments of
the present disclosure, the communications system fur-
ther includes a decision feedback equalizer (DFE) con-
figured to amplify the output of the receiver, and a clock-
data recovery (CDR) unit coupled to an output of the DFE
and configured to send data to the ODI. The communi-
cations system may have circuitry for bypassing the DFE
such that the CDR unit is coupled to the output of the
receiver. The communications system may also include
a second digital adaptation unit configured to generate
a second set of digital signals for adjusting a gain setting
of the DFE.
[0012] In accordance with additional embodiments of
the present disclosure, the communications system may
also include a digital-to-analog converter configured to
generate, based on the first set of digital signals, a bias
signal that sets the gain setting of at least one amplifier
in the receiver. The receiver may have a plurality of am-
plifiers. The digital-to-analog converter may generate,
based on the first set of digital signals, a first plurality of
bias signals for setting AC gains of the plurality of ampli-
fiers. The digital-to-analog converter may also generate,
based on the first set of digital signals, a second plurality
of bias signals for setting DC gains of the plurality of am-
plifiers.
[0013] In accordance with additional embodiments of
the present disclosure, a method is provided that allows
for adjusting gain of a receiver having an output. The
method may comprise generating, based on horizontal
and vertical sweeps of the receiver’s output, a matrix rep-
resentation of the receiver’s output; identifying, based on
the generated matrix representation, an eye opening of
the receiver’s output; determining, using on-die instru-
ment (ODI) circuitry, whether a size of the eye opening
needs to be changed; and when it is determined that the
size of the eye opening needs to be changed, generating,
using adaptation circuitry coupled to the ODI circuitry, a
digital signal to change a gain setting of the receiver

Brief Description of the Figures

[0014] Further features of the disclosure, its nature and
various advantages will be apparent upon consideration
of the following detailed description, taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings, in which like refer-
enced characters refer to like parts throughout, and in
which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a communications sys-
tem having an adjustable gain receiver, according
to an illustrative embodiment;
FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a communications sys-
tem having an adjustable gain receiver and an ad-

justable gain DFE, according to an illustrative em-
bodiment;
FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a communications sys-
tem having a multistage amplifier as a receiver, ac-
cording to an illustrative embodiment;
FIG. 4A shows an eye diagram of an under-equal-
ized signal, according to an illustrative embodiment;
FIG. 4B shows an eye diagram of an over-equalized
signal, according to an illustrative embodiment;
FIG. 4C shows an eye diagram of a properly equal-
ized signal, according to an illustrative embodiment;
FIG. 5 shows an illustrative flow diagram of a process
for adjusting the gain of a receiver, according to an
illustrative embodiment;
FIG. 6 shows an illustrative flow diagram of a process
for determining how to adjust the AC and/or DC gain
of a receiver, according to an illustrative embodi-
ment;
FIG. 7 shows an illustrative flow diagram of a process
for finding the envelope of an eye diagram, according
to an illustrative embodiment;
FIG. 8 shows an illustrative flow diagram of a process
for determining whether a signal is under-equalized
and/or over-equalized, according to an illustrative
embodiment; and
FIG. 9 shows an illustrative system that may be used
to implement some embodiments of the present dis-
closure.

Detailed Description

[0015] To provide an overall understanding of the in-
vention, certain illustrative embodiments will now be de-
scribed. However, it will be understood by one of ordinary
skill in the art that the systems and methods described
herein may be adapted and modified as is appropriate
for the application being addressed and that the systems
and methods described herein may be employed in other
suitable applications, and that such other additions and
modifications will not depart from the scope hereof.
[0016] The figures described herein show illustrative
embodiments; however, the figures may not necessarily
not show and may not be intended to show the exact
layout of the hardware components contained in the em-
bodiments. The figures are provided merely to illustrate
the high level conceptual layouts of the embodiments.
The embodiments disclosed herein may be implemented
with any suitable number of components and any suitable
layout of components in accordance with principles
known in the art.
[0017] FIG. 1 shows an illustrative block diagram of a
communications system 100 having an adjustable gain
receiver 102, according to an illustrative embodiment.
Receiver 102 receives and amplifies an input signal. Al-
though receiver 102 in FIG. 1 is shown to receive a single
input signal, it should be understood that receiver 102
may receive any number of input signals, such as a dif-
ferential input signal. In some embodiments, receiver 102
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may have multiple amplifier stages, as discussed below
with respect to FIG. 3. The AC and DC gain of each stage
of receiver 102 may be adjusted by digital signals re-
ceived from digital to analog block 120.
[0018] The output of receiver 102 is passed to decision
feedback equalizer (DFE) 104, which filters the input sig-
nal and provides additional gain. In some embodiments,
DFE 104 may be part of receiver 102. In some embodi-
ments, DFE 104 may have only passive components. In
some embodiments, DFE 104 may have active compo-
nents. The output of DFE 104 is passed to clock-data
recovery (CDR) block 106. In some embodiments, the
additional gain of DFE 104 may not be needed, and
switch 108 may be used to bypass DFE 104 such that
the output of receiver 102 is passed directly to clock-data
recovery (CDR) block 106.
[0019] CDR block 106 recovers and samples a clock
from the incoming data stream. CDR block 106 may in-
clude a sense amplifier, phase detector, charge pump,
and voltage-controlled oscillator (VCO). The output of
CDR block 106 is passed to on-die instrument (ODI) 110,
which may use data from CDR block 106 to analyze the
output of DFE 104 or, if DFE 104 is bypassed, the output
of receiver 102. It should be understood that the output
of receiver 102 is analyzed when DFE 104 is bypassed,
and that the output of DFE 104 is analyzed when DFE
104 is not bypassed. It should be understood that all dis-
cussions herein of the analysis of the output of a receiver
(e.g., receiver 102) are applicable to the analysis of the
output of a DFE (e.g., DFE 104).
[0020] ODI 110 may analyze the output of receiver 102
by generating a matrix representation of the receiver’s
output, and measuring the eye opening of the receiver’s
output based on the generated matrix representation.
ODI 110 may include a phase interpolator 112, sampler
114, and bit error checker 116, all of which may be used
to generate a matrix representation of the output of re-
ceiver 102. Phase interpolator 112 may scan the phase
of the output of receiver 102 to perform a horizontal
sweep of the receiver’s output. The time between phase
steps may be determined by ODI counter delay control
bits. The horizontal phase step data may be sampled by
sampler 114 and sent to bit error checker 116 to perform
a vertical sweep of the receiver’s output. Where signal
information is present, bit error checker 116 may output
a first symbol (e.g., a logical ’0’) for a sample in an eye
opening of the receiver’s output, and may output a sec-
ond symbol (e.g., a logical ’1’) otherwise. The matrix rep-
resentation generated by ODI 110 thus resembles an
eye diagram of the output of receiver 102, with, for ex-
ample, 0’s in the regions corresponding to eye openings
and 1’s everywhere else. The size of the matrix may be
determined by the granularity of phase interpolator 112
and bit error checker 116. For example, if phase interpo-
lator 112 scans 64 horizontal phase steps and bit error
checker 116 is a 128-bit comparator, a 128 x 64 matrix
will be created.
[0021] The matrix representation generated by ODI

110 may be analyzed by digital adaptation block 118 to
determine whether the eye opening at the output of re-
ceiver 102 is suitable for accurate data recovery. In some
embodiments, digital adaptation block 118 may calculate
a vertical eye opening based on the generated matrix
representation by, for example, calculating the number
of consecutive rows that have logical 0’s in the same
column. Digital adaptation block 118 may determine,
based on the generated matrix representation, whether
the output is under-equalized, over-equalized, or prop-
erly equalized. Illustrative eye diagrams of under-equal-
ized, over-equalized, and properly equalized signals are
discussed further with respect to FIGS. 4A-C.
[0022] If digital adaptation block 118 determines that
the output of receiver 102 is not properly equalized (e.g.,
under-equalized or over-equalized), digital adaptation
block 118 generates a digital signal to change one or
more gain settings of receiver 102. In some embodi-
ments, the digital signal may be a bit string. The gener-
ated digital signal is passed to digital to analog block 120,
which may generate, based on the digital signal, one or
more bias signals that change one or more gain settings
in receiver 102. The bias signals generated by digital to
analog block 120 may change the AC gain or DC gain,
or both, of receiver 102. An illustrative process for deter-
mining how the AC and/or DC gain of a receiver should
be changed is discussed further with respect to FIG. 6.
The change(s) in gain(s) will change the eye opening of
the output of receiver 102 (and of the output of DFE 104,
if not bypassed).
[0023] Digital adaptation block 118 may choose the
best sampling point for the receiver’s output and may
control the horizontal and the vertical sweeps performed
by ODI 110 to generate another matrix representation of
the receiver’s output. The gain settings of receiver 102
may be changed, and corresponding matrix representa-
tions of the receiver’s output generated and analyzed,
as part of an iterative process (e.g., the process dis-
cussed with respect to FIG. 6) until the eye opening of
the output of receiver 102 is suitable for accurate data
recovery.
[0024] In some embodiments, the gain of DFE 104 may
be adjustable. FIG. 2 shows an illustrative block diagram
of a communications system 200 having an adjustable
gain receiver 202 and an adjustable gain DFE 206, ac-
cording to an illustrative embodiment. Receiver 202,
switch 210, clock-data recovery (CDR) block 208, on-die
instrument (ODI) 212, digital adaptation block 214, and
digital to analog block 220 of FIG. 2 are analogous to
receiver 102, switch 108, CDR block 106, ODI 110, digital
adaptation block 118, and digital to analog block 120,
respectively, of FIG. 1. It should be understood that the
term "analogous" as used herein means similar in form
and function. In some embodiments, at least some ele-
ments (e.g., digital adaptation blocks 118 and 214, ODIs
110 and 212) of communications systems 100 and/or
200 may be implemented on circuitry of an integrated
circuit (IC) or programmable logic device (PLD).
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[0025] In some embodiments (e.g., if gain provided by
DFE 206 is not needed), DFE 206 may be bypassed by
switch 210 such that the output of receiver 202 is passed
directly to CDR block 208. In some embodiments, the
gain of DFE 206 may be controlled by a digital adaptation
block (not shown) that is analogous to but distinct from
digital adaptation block 214, and which may include a
digital to analog block similar to digital to analog block
220. In some embodiments, digital adaptation circuitry
may be built into DFE 206.
[0026] Digital adaptation circuitry that controls the gain
of DFE 206 may analyze data, such as a matrix repre-
sentation of the output of DFE 206, from ODI 212 to de-
termine whether the eye opening at the output of DFE
206 is suitable for accurate data recovery. The genera-
tion, contents, and analysis of a matrix representation of
the output of DFE 206 may be analogous to those of a
matrix representation of the output of receiver 102, as
discussed above with respect to FIG. 1. Based on the
analysis of a matrix representation of the DFE’s output,
digital adaptation circuitry that controls the gain of DFE
206 may generate one or more digital signals to change
the AC gain, DC gain, or both of DFE 206 using, for ex-
ample, a process similar to that discussed with respect
to FIG. 6. Such digital adaptation circuitry may execute
an iterative process analogous to that discussed with re-
spect to FIG. 1 until the eye opening of the output of DFE
206 is suitable for accurate data recovery.
[0027] Communications system 200 includes multi-
plexer 216 and multiplexer 218, which each allow digital
adaptation block 214 to be bypassed in favor of manual
settings. Multiplexer 216 allows for selection between an
output from digital adaptation block 214 and manual set-
tings as an input to ODI 212. Selecting the manual set-
tings using multiplexer 216 allows a user of system 200
to manually control the horizontal and vertical sweeps
and other functions performed by ODI 212. Multiplexer
218 allows for selection between an output from digital
adaptation block 214 and manual settings as an input to
digital to analog block 220. Selecting the manual settings
using multiplexer 218 allows a user of system 200 to man-
ually set the AC and DC gains of receiver 202. In em-
bodiments where the gain of DFE 206 is controlled by a
separate digital adaptation block, a multiplexer (not
shown) may be placed between the digital adaptation
block and DFE 206 to allow the digital adaptation block
to be bypassed in favor of manual settings.
[0028] A user of system 200 may select between a
digital adaptation block and manual settings by setting a
bypass configuration bit. In some embodiments, the man-
ual settings may be read from a memory (not shown) that
is part of system 200. In some embodiments, system 200
may receive the manual settings from a user or from cir-
cuitry external to system 200 via I/O circuitry (e.g., I/O
circuitry 950 of FIG. 9).
[0029] In some embodiments, receiver 202 of FIG. 2,
or receiver 102 of FIG. 1, may have more than one am-
plifier with adjustable gain. FIG. 3 shows an illustrative

block diagram of a communications system 300 having
a multistage amplifier as a receiver, according to an il-
lustrative embodiment. In some embodiments, commu-
nications system 300 may be implemented as part of
communications system 100 of FIG. 1, where digital to
analog block 322 and digital adaptation block 324 of FIG.
3 are analogous to digital to analog block 120 and digital
adaptation block 118, respectively, of FIG. 1, and the
dotted box labeled "Receiver" 330 (referred to herein as
"receiver 330") of FIG. 3 is a more detailed illustration of
receiver 102 of FIG. 1. In some embodiments, commu-
nications system 300 may be implemented as part of
communications system 200 of FIG. 2, where digital to
analog block 322 and digital adaptation block 324 of FIG.
3 are analogous to digital to analog block 220 and digital
adaptation block 214, respectively, of FIG. 2, and receiv-
er 330 of FIG. 3 is a more detailed illustration of receiver
202 of FIG. 2.
[0030] Receiver 330 of FIG. 3 includes a first amplifier
302, a second amplifier 304, and a third amplifier 306,
each with adjustable AC and DC gain controls. In some
embodiments, second amplifier 304 and third amplifier
306 may be bypassed by closing switch 308. The AC
gain level of first amplifier 302 may be set by AC gain
control 310, and the DC gain level of first amplifier 302
may be set by DC gain control 312. The AC gain level of
second amplifier 304 may be set by AC gain control 314,
and the DC gain level of second amplifier 304 may be
set by DC gain control 316. The AC gain level of third
amplifier 306 may be set by AC gain control 318, and the
DC gain level of third amplifier 306 may be set by DC
gain control 320. AC gain controls 310, 314, and 318 and
DC gain controls 312, 316, and 320 may receive bias
signals from digital to analog block 322, which in turn
may receive digital signals for gain adjustment from dig-
ital adaptation block 324.
[0031] In some embodiments, the digital signals for
gain adjustment may be in the form of a bit string. In some
embodiments, the output of digital adaptation block 324
may be a 6-bit string, which allows for 64 steps of gain.
Each step may correspond to, for example, a 15-mV
change in the receiver’s overall gain, which may be ef-
fected by one of amplifiers 302, 304, and 306. In some
embodiments, gain increments may be spread among
amplifiers 302, 304, and 306 such that the gain of first
amplifier 302 is greater than or equal to that of second
amplifier 304, and the gain of second amplifier 304 is
greater than or equal to that of third amplifier 306. The
order in which AC and DC gain are increased among
amplifiers 302, 304, and 306 may be determined using
gain configuration bits.
[0032] The AC and DC gain levels of a receiver, such
as receiver 102 of FIG. 1, receiver 202 of FIG. 2, or re-
ceiver 330 of FIG. 3, may be set based on the size of the
eye opening of the receiver’s output, as represented in
an eye diagram. The eye diagram of the receiver’s output
may change as the AC and DC gains change. Ideally, an
eye diagram has an eye opening that is wide both hori-
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zontally and vertically, with no overshoots and under-
shoots of the signal envelope. The ideal place to sample
a signal is in the center (both horizontally and vertically)
of the eye opening.
[0033] FIGS. 4A-C show illustrative eye diagrams of a
signal at a receiver’s output. In FIGS. 4A-C, the vertical
axes measure the amplitude (e.g., in units of voltage or
power) of the signal, and the horizontal axes measure
time passed.
[0034] FIG. 4A shows an illustrative eye diagram 400
of an under-equalized signal, according to an illustrative
embodiment. In the eye diagram of an under-equalized
signal, such as eye diagram 400, there is no distinguish-
able eye opening within the envelope of the signal. The
absence of an eye opening, or a very small eye opening,
indicates severe distortion of the signal waveform, which
may be caused by inter-symbol interference and channel
noise.
[0035] FIG. 4B shows an illustrative eye diagram 430
of an over-equalized signal, according to an illustrative
embodiment. The eye diagram of an over-equalized sig-
nal, such as eye diagram 430, is characterized by over-
shooting and undershooting of the signal envelope. In
eye diagram 430, the signal envelope can be seen as
two parallel horizontal lines. The local minima and local
maxima of the signal prominently fall below and exceed,
respectively, the envelope. The overshooting and under-
shooting may be caused by interruptions in the signal
path.
[0036] FIG. 4C shows an illustrative eye diagram 460
of a properly equalized signal, according to an illustrative
embodiment. In eye diagram 460, the eye opening is wide
both horizontally and vertically, and there are no signifi-
cant overshoots or undershoots of the signal envelope.
An eye diagram similar to eye diagram 460 indicates that
data can be accurately recovered by the receiver.
[0037] To obtain an eye diagram like eye diagram 460,
the AC and DC gain levels of a receiver must be properly
set. FIGS. 5-6 show illustrative processes for adjusting
the gain of a receiver. Although the discussions herein
with respect to FIGS. 5-6 relate to analyzing an output
of a receiver and adjusting gain settings of the receiver,
it should be understood that the processes of FIGS. 5-6
may also be applied to analyzing an output of a DFE and
adjusting gain settings of the DFE.
[0038] FIG. 5 shows an illustrative process 500 for ad-
justing the gain of a receiver, according to an illustrative
embodiment. The elements of process 500 may be car-
ried out by circuitry of an integrated circuit device, as
discussed below with respect to FIG. 9. Process 500
starts at 502, and at 504, a matrix representation of the
receiver’s output may be generated based on horizontal
and vertical sweeps of the receiver’s output. The matrix
representation may be generated by an ODI, such as
ODI 110, as discussed above with respect to FIG. 1.
[0039] At 506, an eye opening of the receiver’s output
may be identified based on the generated matrix repre-
sentation at 504. As discussed above with respect to FIG.

1, an eye opening may be identified as a cluster of 0’s in
the matrix representation generated by the ODI. A verti-
cal height of the identified eye opening may be calculated
based on the generated matrix representation.
[0040] At 508, it may be determined whether the size
of the eye opening identified at 506 needs to be changed.
A process for making such a determination is discussed
further with respect to FIG. 6. In general, the size of the
eye opening may need to be changed if the signal at the
receiver’s output is under-equalized (as illustrated above
in FIG. 4A) or over-equalized (as illustrated above in FIG.
4B). The size of the eye opening may not need to be
changed if the signal at the receiver’s output is properly
equalized (as illustrated above in FIG. 4C). A process for
determining whether a signal is under-equalized or over-
equalized is discussed further with respect to FIG. 8.
[0041] If, at 508, it is determined that the size of the
eye opening needs to be changed, process 500 proceeds
to 510. At 510, a digital signal may be generated to
change a gain setting of the receiver. In general, if the
signal at the receiver’s output is under-equalized, the AC
gain of the receiver should be increased, or if the AC gain
is already at the maximum level, the DC gain should be
decreased, and the AC gain set equal to its minimum
level (e.g., substantially zero) to be swept again. If the
signal at the receiver’s output is over-equalized, the AC
gain of the receiver should be decreased, or if the AC
gain is already at the minimum level, the DC gain should
be increased, and the AC gain set equal to its minimum
level (e.g., substantially zero) to be swept again.
[0042] In some embodiments, the AC gain may be set
equal to its maximum level, rather than its minimum level,
to be swept again after the DC gain is increased or de-
creased. Whether the AC gain is swept from minimum
to maximum, or from maximum to minimum, may depend
on the value of an AC sweep control bit. The AC sweep
control bit may be received from local circuitry used to
implement process 500, or from external circuitry or a
user via I/O circuitry.
[0043] After a digital signal to change a gain setting is
generated at 510, process 500 may loop back to 508. In
some embodiments, after each change in AC gain, a time
period set by one or more gain counter delay control bits
may be allowed to pass before the size of the eye opening
is analyzed again at 508.
[0044] If, at 508, it is determined that the size of the
eye opening identified at 506 does not need to be
changed, process 500 ends at 512. A determination that
the size of the eye opening does not need to be changed
may indicate that the signal at the receiver’s output is
properly equalized and that data can be accurately re-
covered using the current gain settings of the receiver.
[0045] FIG. 6 shows an illustrative process 600 for de-
termining how to adjust the AC and/or DC gain of a re-
ceiver, according to an illustrative embodiment. Process
600 includes elements for identifying an eye opening of
a receiver’s output and determining whether the size of
the eye opening needs to be changed in order for data
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to be accurately recovered. If, during process 600, it is
determined that the size of the eye opening needs to be
changed, digital signals are generated to adjust the AC
and/or DC gains of the receiver.
[0046] Process 600 may be performed by a communi-
cations system, such as communications system 100 or
communications system 200, that includes a receiver, a
CDR block, an ODI, and a digital adaptation block. In
some embodiments, process 600 may be performed
once for a received input signal. In some embodiments,
process 600 may be performed continuously as long as
an input signal is being received. A user of a communi-
cations system may select between one-time and con-
tinuous adaptation by setting an adaptation configuration
bit. If one-time adaptation is selected, the digital adapta-
tion block may be put in standby mode at the conclusion
of process 600 until a reset signal is received. In some
embodiments, a digital adaptation block may be reset by
setting an adaptation restart bit.
[0047] The elements of process 600 may be carried
out by circuitry of an integrated circuit device, as dis-
cussed below with respect to FIG. 9. Process 600 starts
at 602, and at 604, the lock_to_reference bit of the CDR
block is set to a first value (e.g., 1) so that the envelope
limits of the eye diagram of the receiver’s output may be
determined. When the lock_to_reference bit is set to, for
example, 1, the CDR block may lock onto a reference
frequency and may ignore phase information in the re-
ceived data. At 606, the envelope limits of the receiver’s
output are found. The envelope limits may be found using
a process similar to process 700, which is discussed be-
low with respect to FIG. 7.
[0048] The envelope limits of an eye diagram delineate
the maximum size of the eye opening without attenuation.
Because high (e.g., AC) frequencies experience more
channel loss than low (e.g., DC) frequencies, the AC and
DC gain levels at 604 and 606 may be set based on what
types of components are in a DFE in the system perform-
ing process 600. In some embodiments, process 600
may be performed by a communications system having
a DFE with all passive components. To reduce peaking
in such embodiments, the DC gain of the receiver may
be set to the maximum level and the AC gain set to the
minimum level while elements 604 and 606 are per-
formed. For embodiments where process 600 is per-
formed by a communications system having a DFE with
active components, the DC gain may be set to the min-
imum level while elements 604 and 606 are performed
because the active components can be turned off.
[0049] After the envelope limits are found at 606, proc-
ess 600 proceeds to 608, at which the lock_to_reference
bit of the CDR block may be set to a second value (e.g.,
0). When the lock_to_reference bit is set to, for example,
0, the CDR block may process the received signal, in-
cluding its phase information. The ODI and digital adap-
tation block may then identify and analyze an eye opening
within the envelope limits.
[0050] It should be understood that the value of the

lock_to_reference bit for which the CDR block ignores
the received signal may depend on the user implemen-
tation. For example, in some embodiments, the CDR
block may ignore the received signal when the
lock_to_reference bit is set to a second value (e.g., 0)
and process the received signal when the
lock_to_reference bit is set to a first value (e.g., 1).
[0051] At 610, an eye opening of the receiver’s output
may be identified. An eye opening may be identified, for
example, based on a generated matrix representation of
the receiver’s output, as discussed above with respect
to FIG. 1. In particular, an eye opening may be repre-
sented as a cluster of a first symbol (e.g., 0’s) in the matrix
representation generated by the ODI. A vertical height
of the identified eye opening may be calculated based
on the generated matrix representation.
[0052] At 612, it may be determined whether the size
of the eye opening identified at 610 needs to be changed.
In some embodiments, the vertical height of the identified
eye opening may be compared to a pre-defined vertical
envelope, in which case the size of the identified eye
opening may need to be changed if its vertical height
significantly overshoots or undershoots the pre-defined
vertical envelope by more than some predetermined
threshold value.
[0053] In some embodiments, the vertical height of the
eye opening may be compared to an optimum vertical
eye opening, which is determined by the value to which
the matrix representation, generated based on the output
of the bit error checker of the ODI, converges. In such
embodiments, the size of the identified eye opening may
need to be changed if its vertical height differs from the
optimum vertical eye opening by more than some pre-
determined threshold value. A user may select between
comparison to a pre-defined vertical envelope and com-
parison to an optimum vertical eye opening by setting a
configuration bit. In some embodiments, control bits for
an adaptation convergence counter filter may be used to
set how long a digital adaptation block waits before de-
termining that the vertical height of the eye opening
matches that of a predetermined or optimum eye open-
ing. The control bits may be received from local circuitry
used to implement process 600, or from external circuitry
or a user via I/O circuitry.
[0054] If, at 612, it is determined that the size of the
eye opening identified at 610 does not need to be
changed, process 600 ends at 632. A determination that
the size of the eye opening does not need to be changed
may indicate that the signal at the receiver’s output is
properly equalized and that data can be accurately re-
covered using the current gain settings of the receiver.
A determination that the size of the eye opening does
need to be changed may indicate that the signal at the
receiver’s output is either under-equalized or over-equal-
ized. A process for determining whether a signal is under-
equalized or over-equalized is discussed further with re-
spect to FIG. 8.
[0055] If, at 612, it is determined that the size of the
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eye opening does need to be changed, process 600 pro-
ceeds to 614. At 614, it may be determined whether the
receiver’s output is under-equalized. If so, process 600
proceeds to 624, at which it may be determined whether
the AC gain of the receiver is at the maximum setting. If,
at 624, it is determined that the AC gain of the receiver
is not at the maximum setting, process 600 proceeds to
626, at which a digital signal may be generated to in-
crease the AC gain of the receiver. Increasing the AC
gain of the receiver may have the effect of increasing the
size of the eye opening. The digital signal to increase AC
gain may be generated, for example, by digital adaptation
block 118 or digital adaptation block 214. The digital sig-
nal generated at 626 may be used by a digital to analog
block, such as digital to analog block 120 or digital to
analog block 220, to generate a bias signal that increases
the AC gain of the receiver. Process 600 then proceeds
to 610.
[0056] If, at 624, it is determined that the AC gain of
the receiver is at the maximum setting, process 600 pro-
ceeds to 628. At 628, it may be determined whether the
DC gain of the receiver is at the minimum setting. If so,
it may not be possible to further improve the receiver’s
eye opening, even though the eye opening is not suitable
for accurate data recovery, and process 600 loops back
to 604 to start over. If, at 628, it is determined that the
DC gain of the receiver is not at the minimum setting,
process 600 proceeds to 630.
[0057] At 630, a digital signal may be generated to de-
crease the DC gain of the receiver and set the AC gain
of the receiver substantially equal to zero. Decreasing
the DC gain of the receiver may allow for a greater range
of AC gain. The digital signal generated at 630 may be
generated, for example, by digital adaptation block 118
or digital adaptation block 214. The digital signal may be
used by a digital to analog block, such as digital to analog
block 120 or digital to analog block 220, to generate a
bias signal that decreases the DC gain of the receiver
and sets the AC gain substantially equal to zero. Process
600 may then loop back to 610.
[0058] If, at 614, it is determined that the receiver’s
output is not under-equalized, then the receiver’s output
is over-equalized (i.e., because it was determined at 612
that the size of the eye opening may need to be changed,
the output may not be properly equalized, and if an im-
properly equalized output is not under-equalized then it
may be over-equalized) and process 600 proceeds to
616.
[0059] At 616, it may be determined whether the AC
gain of the receiver is at the minimum setting. If not, proc-
ess 600 proceeds to 620, at which a digital signal may
be generated to decrease the AC gain of the receiver.
The digital signal may be generated, for example, by dig-
ital adaptation block 118 or digital adaptation block 214.
The digital signal generated at 620 may be used by a
digital to analog block, such as digital to analog block
120 or digital to analog block 220, to generate a bias
signal that decreases the AC gain of the receiver. Proc-

ess 600 may then loop back to 610.
[0060] If, at 616, it is determined that the AC gain of
the receiver is at the minimum setting, process 600 pro-
ceeds to 618. At 618, it may be determined whether the
DC gain of the receiver is at the maximum setting. If so,
the over-equalized signal cannot be improved further and
process 600 ends at 632. If, at 618, it is determined that
the DC gain of the receiver is not at the maximum setting,
process 600 proceeds to 622.
[0061] At 622, a digital signal may be generated to in-
crease the DC gain of the receiver and set the AC gain
of the receiver substantially equal to zero. The digital
signal may be generated, for example, by digital adap-
tation block 118 or digital adaptation block 214. The dig-
ital signal generated at 622 may be used by a digital to
analog block, such as digital to analog block 120 or digital
to analog block 220, to generate a bias signal that in-
creases the DC gain of the receiver and sets the AC gain
substantially equal to zero. Process 600 may then loop
back to 610.
[0062] In some embodiments, a process for finding the
envelope of the eye diagram may be performed every
time the DC gain is adjusted. In such embodiments, proc-
ess 600 may loop back to 606 instead of 610 after element
622 or 630 is performed. A user may select whether to
find the envelope every time the DC gain is adjusted, or
only after the lock_to_reference bit is set to a particular
value (e.g., 1), by setting a control bit.
[0063] FIG. 7 shows an illustrative process 700 for find-
ing the envelope of an eye diagram, according to an il-
lustrative embodiment. During process 700, voltage
markers Vrefp and Vrefn start at the level of the maximum
and minimum voltage rails, respectively, and are brought
closer together until the results of a horizontal phase
sweep indicate that Vrefp and Vrefn mark the maximum
and minimum voltages, respectively, of the envelope.
The elements of process 700 may be carried out by cir-
cuitry of an integrated circuit device, as discussed below
with respect to FIG. 9.
[0064] Process 700 may start at 702, and at 704, the
Vrefp marker may be set to the level of the maximum
voltage rail, Vhigh. At 706, the Vrefn marker may be set to
the level of the minimum voltage rail, Vlow. At 708, hori-
zontal phases of the receiver’s output may be swept. The
horizontal phases may be swept by, for example, ODI
110 or ODI 212 and be controlled by digital adaptation
block 118 or digital adaptation block 214.
[0065] At 710, it may be determined whether combi-
nations of symbols (e.g., logical 1’s and 0’s) have been
found based on the sweep of 708. The determination of
710 may be made by examining the output of a bit error
checker (e.g., comparator) whose input is data from the
sweep at 708. In some embodiments, the determination
of 710 may be based on whether the number of logical
1’s and 0’s exceeds a predetermined threshold. If, at 710,
it is determined that combinations of symbols (e.g., log-
ical 1’s and 0’s) have not been found, process 700 may
proceed to 712, at which the Vrefp marker may be de-
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creased and the Vrefn marker may be increased. The ab-
sence of combinations of symbols (e.g., logical 1’s and
0’s) may indicate that the envelope limits have not yet
been found, so the Vrefp and the Vrefn markers may be
moved closer together. Process 700 may then loop back
to 708.
[0066] If, at 710, it is determined that combinations of
symbols (e.g., logical 1’s and 0’s) have been found, the
envelope limits have been found and process 700 may
proceed to 714. At 714, the Venvelope,p marker may be
set equal to the Vrefp marker. At 716, the Venvelope,n mark-
er may be set equal to the Vrefn marker. Process 700 may
then end at 718.
[0067] After process 700 or a similar process is used
to find the envelope of an eye diagram of a receiver’s
output, an eye opening may be identified and analyzed.
How the size of the eye opening needs to be changed
may depend on whether the signal at the receiver’s output
is under-equalized or over-equalized.
[0068] FIG. 8 shows an illustrative process 800 for de-
termining whether a signal is under-equalized and/or
over-equalized, according to an illustrative embodiment.
Process 800 may be used during the determination of
614 discussed above with respect to FIG. 6. The ele-
ments of process 800 may be carried out by circuitry of
an integrated circuit device, as discussed below with re-
spect to FIG. 9.
[0069] Process 800 starts at 802, and at 804, the Vrefp
marker may be set equal to the Venvelope,p marker. At
806, the Vrefn marker may be set equal to the Venvelope,n
marker. At 808, horizontal phases of the receiver’s output
may be swept. The horizontal phases may be swept by,
for example, ODI 110 or ODI 212 and be controlled by
digital adaptation block 118 or digital adaptation block
214.
[0070] At 810, it may be determined whether the bit
error of the sweep of 808 is equal to a first value (e.g.,
1). The determination of 810 may be made by examining
the output of a bit error checker (e.g., comparator) whose
input is data from the sweep at 808. If, at 810, it is deter-
mined that the bit error is equal to the first value (e.g., 1),
process 800 arrives at conclusion 812, where it is deter-
mined that the signal is under-equalized, and process
800 ends at 816. A conclusion that the signal is under-
equalized may lead to the AC gain of the receiver being
increased in order to increase the vertical height of the
eye opening. In embodiments where process 800 is used
during the determination of element 614 of process 600,
the conclusion that the signal is under-equalized may
cause process 600 to proceed to 624 from 614.
[0071] If, at 810, it is determined that the bit error is not
equal to the first value (e.g., not equal to 1), process 800
arrives at conclusion 814, where it is determined that the
signal is over-equalized, and process 800 ends at 816.
A conclusion that the signal is over-equalized may lead
to the AC gain of the receiver being decreased in order
to decrease the overshooting and undershooting of the
envelope. In embodiments where process 800 is used

during the determination of element 614 of process 600,
the conclusion that the signal is over-equalized may
cause process 600 to proceed to 616 from 614.
[0072] In some embodiments, it may be determined
whether the bit error of the sweep of 808 of process 800
is equal to a second value (e.g., 0) instead of the first
value (e.g., 1). In such embodiments, element 804 of
process 800 may be replaced by setting the Vrefp marker
at a voltage above the Venvelope,p marker, and element
806 may be replaced by setting the Vrefn marker at a
voltage below the Venvelope,n marker. If the bit error is
equal to the second value (e.g., 0), process 800 may
arrive at conclusion 814 that the signal is over-equalized.
If the bit error is not equal to the second value (e.g., not
equal to 0), process 800 may arrive at conclusion 812
that the signal is under-equalized.
[0073] It should be understood that one or more ele-
ments shown in processes 500, 600, 700, or 800 may be
combined with other elements, performed in any suitable
order, performed in parallel (e.g., simultaneously or sub-
stantially simultaneously), or removed. For example, el-
ements 704 and 706 of process 700 may be performed
simultaneously, or in a different order than shown in FIG.
7. Processes 500, 600, 700, and 800 may be implement-
ed using any suitable combination of hardware and/or
software in any suitable fashion.
[0074] FIG. 9 shows an illustrative system 900 that may
be used to implement some embodiments of the present
disclosure. For example, system 900 may be used to
implement processes 500, 600, 700, or 800 discussed
above with respect to FIGS. 5-8. System 900 may be or
may include a circuit or other device (e.g., processing
block, integrated circuit, application specific standard
product (ASSP), application specific integrated circuit
(ASIC), programmable logic device (PLD), full-custom
chip, dedicated chip). System 900 can include one or
more of the following components: a processor 970,
memory 980, I/O circuitry 950, circuit 960, and peripheral
devices 940. The components of system 900 are con-
nected together by a system bus or other interconnec-
tions 930 and are populated on a circuit board 920 which
is contained in an end-user system 910.
[0075] Circuit 960 may be an integrated circuit, ASSP,
ASIC, PLD, or any other suitable circuit. Circuit 960 may
contain one or more blocks of processing circuitry, such
as core circuitry of a PLD. In some embodiments, circuit
960 may be used to implement one or more elements of
communications systems 100 and/or 200. In some em-
bodiments, circuit 960 may include circuitry, such as
processing circuitry or core circuitry, that performs proc-
ess 500, 600, 700, and/or 800.
[0076] System 900 may be used in a wide variety of
applications, such as computer networking, data net-
working, instrumentation, video processing, digital signal
processing, or any other application where the advantage
of using programmable or reprogrammable logic is de-
sirable. Circuit 960 may be used to perform a variety of
different logic functions and/or calculate a variety of dif-
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ferent mathematical functions. For example, circuit 960
may be configured as a controller or group of processing
blocks that work in cooperation with processor 970. Cir-
cuit 960 may also be used to perform signal processing.
In yet another example, circuit 960 may be configured
as an interface between processor 970 and one of the
other components in system 900. It should be noted that
system 900 is only exemplary, and that the true scope
and spirit of the embodiments should be indicated by the
following claims.
[0077] An additional embodiment 1 relates to a method
for adjusting gain of a receiver having an output, the
method comprising generating, based on horizontal and
vertical sweeps of the receiver’s output, a matrix repre-
sentation of the receiver’s output; identifying, based on
the generated matrix representation, an eye opening of
the receiver’s output; determining, using on-die instru-
ment (ODI) circuitry, whether a size of the eye opening
needs to be changed; and when it is determined that the
size of the eye opening needs to be changed, generating,
using adaptation circuitry coupled to the ODI circuitry, a
digital signal to change a gain setting of the receiver.
[0078] According to an additional embodiment 2, the
method of additional embodiment 1 further comprises
calculating a vertical height of the identified eye opening.
According to an additional embodiment 3, in the method
of additional embodiment 2, determining whether the size
of the eye opening needs to be changed comprises com-
paring the calculated vertical height to a pre-defined ver-
tical envelope.
[0079] According to an additional embodiment 4, in the
method of additional embodiment 2, determining whether
the size of the eye opening needs to be changed com-
prises comparing the calculated vertical height to an op-
timum vertical eye opening.
[0080] According to an additional embodiment 5, in the
method of additional embodiment 1, elements of the gen-
erated matrix representation have a first value where an
eye opening exists and a second value where an eye
opening does not exist.
[0081] According to an additional embodiment 6, the
method of additional embodiment 1 further comprises
finding envelope limits of the receiver’s output before
identifying the eye opening of the receiver’s output.
[0082] According to an additional embodiment 7, the
method of additional embodiment 1 further comprises
determining whether the receiver’s output is under-
equalized or over-equalized. In this embodiment, gener-
ating the digital signal to change the gain setting of the
receiver comprises when it is determined that the receiv-
er’s output is under-equalized, generating a digital signal
to increase AC gain of the receiver if the AC gain of the
receiver is not at a maximum setting; and when it is de-
termined that the receiver’s output is over-equalized,
generating a digital signal to decrease the AC gain of the
receiver if the AC gain of the receiver is not at a minimum
setting.
[0083] According to an additional embodiment 8, in the

method of additional embodiment 7, generating the dig-
ital signal to change the gain setting of the receiver com-
prises when it is determined that the receiver’s output is
under-equalized and the AC gain of the receiver is at the
maximum setting, generating a digital signal to decrease
DC gain of the receiver and set the AC gain of the receiver
substantially equal to zero; and when it is determined
that the receiver’s output is over-equalized and the AC
gain of the receiver is at the minimum setting, generating
a digital signal to increase the DC gain of the receiver
and set the AC gain of the receiver substantially equal
to zero.
[0084] An additional embodiment 9 relates to daptation
circuitry in an integrated circuitry operable to identify,
based on a matrix representation of a receiver’s output
generated from horizontal and vertical sweeps of the re-
ceiver’s output, an eye opening of the receiver’s output;
determine whether a size of the eye opening needs to
be changed; and when it is determined that the size of
the eye opening needs to be changed, generate a digital
signal to change a gain setting of the receiver.
[0085] According to an additional embodiment 10, the
adaptation circuitry of additional embodiment 9 is further
operable to calculate a vertical height of the identified
eye opening; and compare the calculated vertical height
to a pre-defined vertical envelope.
[0086] According to an additional embodiment 11, the
adaptation circuitry of additional embodiment 9 is further
operable to calculate a vertical height of the identified
eye opening; and compare the calculated vertical height
to an optimum vertical eye opening.
[0087] According to an additional embodiment 12, the
adaptation circuitry of claim 9 is further operable to control
the horizontal and the vertical sweeps of the receiver’s
output.
[0088] According to an additional embodiment 13, the
adaptation circuitry of claim 9 is further operable to find
envelope limits of the receiver’s output.
[0089] According to an additional embodiment 14, the
adaptation circuitry of claim 9 is further operable to de-
termine whether the receiver’s output is under-equalized
or over-equalized. When it is determined that the receiv-
er’s output is under-equalized the adaption circuitry gen-
erates a digital signal to increase AC gain of the receiver
if the AC gain of the receiver is not at a maximum setting,
and if the AC gain of the receiver is at the maximum
setting, the adaption circuitry generates a digital signal
to decrease DC gain of the receiver and set the AC gain
of the receiver substantially equal to zero. When it is de-
termined that the receiver’s output is over-equalized, the
adaption circuitry generates a digital signal to decrease
the AC gain of the receiver if the AC gain of the receiver
is not at a minimum setting, and if the AC gain of the
receiver is at the minimum setting, the adaption circuitry
generates a digital signal to increase the DC gain of the
receiver and set the AC gain of the receiver substantially
equal to zero.
[0090] An additional embodiment 15 provides a com-
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munications system comprising a receiver having at least
one amplifier; an on-die instrument (ODI) configured to
sample an output of the receiver; and a first digital adap-
tation unit. The first digital adaptation unit is configured
to analyze outputs of the ODI; control horizontal and ver-
tical sweeps of the receiver’s output that are used to gen-
erate a matrix representation of the receiver’s output; and
generate a first set of digital signals for adjusting a gain
setting of at least one amplifier in the receiver.
[0091] According to an additional embodiment 16, the
system of additional embodiment 15 further comprises a
decision feedback equalizer (DFE) configured to amplify
the output of the receiver; and clock-data recovery (CDR)
unit coupled to an output of the DFE and configured to
send data to the ODI.
[0092] According to an additional embodiment 17, the
system of additional embodiment 16 further comprises a
second digital adaptation unit configured to generate a
second set of digital signals for adjusting a gain setting
of the DFE.
[0093] According to an additional embodiment 18, the
system of additional embodiment 16 further comprises
circuitry for bypassing the DFE such that the CDR unit
is coupled to the output of the receiver.
[0094] According to an additional embodiment 19, the
system of additional embodiment 15 further comprises a
digital-to-analog converter configured to generate, based
on the first set of digital signals, a bias signal that sets
the gain setting of at least one amplifier in the receiver.
[0095] According to an additional embodiment 20, in
the system of additional embodiment 19, the receiver has
a plurality of amplifiers; the digital-to-analog converter
generates, based on the first set of digital signals, a first
plurality of bias signals for setting AC gains of the plurality
of amplifiers; and the digital-to-analog converter gener-
ates, based on the first set of digital signals, a second
plurality of bias signals for setting DC gains of the plurality
of amplifiers.
[0096] The foregoing is merely illustrative of the prin-
ciples of the embodiments and various modifications can
be made by those skilled in the art. The above described
embodiments of the present disclosure are presented for
purposes of illustration and not of limitation, and the
present invention is limited only by the claims which fol-
low.

Claims

1. A method for adjusting gain of a receiver having an
output, the method comprising:

generating, based on horizontal and vertical
sweeps of the receiver’s output, a matrix repre-
sentation of the receiver’s output;
identifying, based on the generated matrix rep-
resentation, an eye opening of the receiver’s
output;

determining, using on-die instrument circuitry,
whether a size of the eye opening needs to be
changed; and
when it is determined that the size of the eye
opening needs to be changed, generating, using
adaptation circuitry coupled to the on-die instru-
ment circuitry, a digital signal to change a gain
setting of the receiver.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising calculating
a vertical height of the identified eye opening,
wherein determining whether the size of the eye
opening needs to be changed comprises comparing
the calculated vertical height to a pre-defined vertical
envelope or an optimum vertical eye opening.

3. The method of claim 1 or 2, wherein elements of the
generated matrix representation have a first value
where an eye opening exists and a second value
where an eye opening does not exist.

4. The method of one of claims 1 to 3, further compris-
ing finding envelope limits of the receiver’s output
before identifying the eye opening of the receiver’s
output.

5. The method of claim 1 to 4, further comprising de-
termining whether the receiver’s output is under-
equalized or over-equalized, and wherein generat-
ing the digital signal to change the gain setting of the
receiver comprises:

when it is determined that the receiver’s output
is under-equalized, generating a digital signal to
increase AC gain of the receiver if the AC gain
of the receiver is not at a maximum setting; and
when it is determined that the receiver’s output
is over-equalized, generating a digital signal to
decrease the AC gain of the receiver if the AC
gain of the receiver is not at a minimum setting.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein generating the digital
signal to change the gain setting of the receiver com-
prises:

when it is determined that the receiver’s output
is under-equalized and the AC gain of the re-
ceiver is at the maximum setting, generating a
digital signal to decrease DC gain of the receiver
and set the AC gain of the receiver substantially
equal to zero; and
when it is determined that the receiver’s output
is over-equalized and the AC gain of the receiver
is at the minimum setting, generating a digital
signal to increase the DC gain of the receiver
and set the AC gain of the receiver substantially
equal to zero.
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7. Adaptation circuitry in an integrated circuitry opera-
ble to:

identify, based on a matrix representation of a
receiver’s output generated from horizontal and
vertical sweeps of the receiver’s output, an eye
opening of the receiver’s output;
determine whether a size of the eye opening
needs to be changed; and
when it is determined that the size of the eye
opening needs to be changed, generate a digital
signal to change a gain setting of the receiver.

8. The adaptation circuitry of claim 7, further operable
to:

calculate a vertical height of the identified eye
opening; and
compare the calculated vertical height to a pre-
defined vertical envelope or an optimum vertical
eye opening.

9. The adaptation circuitry of claim 7 or 8, further op-
erable to control the horizontal and the vertical
sweeps of the receiver’s output.

10. The adaptation circuitry of one of claims 7 to 9, further
operable to:

determine whether the receiver’s output is un-
der-equalized or over-equalized;
when it is determined that the receiver’s output
is under-equalized:

generate a digital signal to increase AC gain
of the receiver if the AC gain of the receiver
is not at a maximum setting, and
if the AC gain of the receiver is at the max-
imum setting, generate a digital signal to de-
crease DC gain of the receiver and set the
AC gain of the receiver substantially equal
to zero; and

when it is determined that the receiver’s output
is over-equalized:

generate a digital signal to decrease the AC
gain of the receiver if the AC gain of the
receiver is not at a minimum setting, and
if the AC gain of the receiver is at the mini-
mum setting, generate a digital signal to in-
crease the DC gain of the receiver and set
the AC gain of the receiver substantially
equal to zero.

11. A communications system comprising:

a receiver having at least one amplifier;

an on-die instrument configured to sample an
output of the receiver; and
a first digital adaptation unit configured accord-
ing to one of claims 8 to 10.

12. The system of claim 11, further comprising:

a decision feedback equalizer configured to am-
plify the output of the receiver; and
a clock-data recovery unit coupled to an output
of the decision feedback equalizer and config-
ured to send data to the ODI.

13. The system of claim 12, further comprising a second
digital adaptation unit configured to generate a sec-
ond set of digital signals for adjusting a gain setting
of the decision feedback equalizer.

14. The system of claim 12 or 13, further comprising cir-
cuitry for bypassing the decision feedback equalizer
such that the CDR unit is coupled to the output of
the receiver.

15. The system of one of claims 11 to 14, further com-
prising a digital-to-analog converter configured to
generate, based on the first set of digital signals, a
bias signal that sets the gain setting of at least one
amplifier in the receiver.

16. The system of claim 15, wherein:

the receiver has a plurality of amplifiers;
the digital-to-analog converter generates,
based on the first set of digital signals, a first
plurality of bias signals for setting AC gains of
the plurality of amplifiers; and
the digital-to-analog converter generates,
based on the first set of digital signals, a second
plurality of bias signals for setting DC gains of
the plurality of amplifiers.
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