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(57) [Problem] To provide a sensor chip for SPFS
measurement, by which, irrespective of environmental
conditions, the variation of properties of the signal, the
noise, the detection sensitivity and so on is small, and
the quantitative property can be ensured, and a highly
precise and accurate SPFS measurement can be carried
out.

[Means for Solution] A sensor chip for SPFS meas-
urement which has a dielectric member constituting a
prism, said dielectric member having been produced by
carrying out injection molding of a resin, said sensor chip
for SPFS measurement having been arranged such that
a resin inlet is set on one side end surface of the dielectric
member, said one side end surface intersecting with an
excitation light incoming surface of the dielectric member,
a metal thin film-formed surface of the dielectric member,
and a reflected light outgoing surface through which a
reflected light goes out; and, when viewing from the metal
thin film-formed surface side of the dielectric member
and taking as b the distance of the side end surface po-
sition of the resin inlet to the position on the metal thin
film-formed surface that is farthest from the side end sur-
face position of the resin inlet, the center of a ligand im-
mobilization part, which is a reaction part, is located in
the area between the 3b/8 position and the 6b/8 position
from the side end surface position of the resin inlet.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a sensor chip
for SPFS measurement that is used for a surface plas-
mon-field enhanced fluorescence spectrometry device
using a surface plasmon-filed enhanced fluorescence
spectroscopy (SPFS; Surface Plasmon-field enhanced
Fluorescence Spectroscopy) (hereinafter referred to sim-
ply as "SPFS") in the field of medical care or biotechnol-
ogy, for example, and an SPFS measurement method
using the sensor chip for SPFS measurement, and an
SPFS measurement device equipped with the sensor
chip for SPFS measurement.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] Conventionally, in case of carrying out detection
of a very small amount of a substance, various specimen
detection devices with which such a substance can be
detected by applying a physical phenomenon of the sub-
stance have been used.
[0003] One of such specimen detection devices is an
SPFS device with which analyte detection can be carried
out with a high precision on the basis of a principle of a
surface plasmon-field enhanced fluorescence spectros-
copy (SPFS) applying the surface plasmon resonance
phenomenon.
[0004] The surface plasmon-field enhanced fluores-
cence spectroscopy (SPFS) is a method in which the
evanescent wave generated by incoming of excitation
light under the attenuated total reflection (ATR; attenu-
ated total reflectance) conditions is resonated with sur-
face plasmons on the surface of a metal thin film, and
thereby, localized electric field, which is enhanced sev-
eral tens to several hundreds of times, can be formed on
the surface of the metal thin film; a fluorescent substance
with which a captured analyte is conjugated (labeled) is
set in this enhanced localized electric field; the fluores-
cence of the fluorescent substance is efficiently excited;
and, by observing this fluorescence, a very slight amount
or a very low concentration of an analyte is detected.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS

PATENT DOCUMENTS

[0005] [Patent Document 1] Japanese Patent No.
4689907

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0006] A sensor chip for SPFS measurement that is
used for such an SPFS device has a dielectric member
constituting a prism, and, on the top surface of this die-

lectric member, a metal thin film has been formed.
[0007] In a sensor chip for SPFS measurement having
such arrangement, complicated matching of optical con-
ditions is needed, and the storage stability of the optical
properties and the quality of a sensor chip for SPFS
measurement is an important requirement.
[0008] In particular, in case of a sensor chip for SPFS
measurement which has a dielectric member made of a
resin, there has been a problem that, depending on the
environmental conditions, the variation of properties of
the signal, the noise, the detection sensitivity and so on
is large, and the quantitative property cannot be ensured.
[0009] Specifically, for example, there has been a
problem that, in case where an environmental change,
including the change in returning from the environment
at the time of shipping and/or transporting (from -10°C
to 50°C), storing in a refrigerator (4°C), or storing in a
freezer (-20°C) to the temperature at which the sensor
chip is actually used (from 20°C to 37°C), occurs, the
quantitative property cannot be ensured.
[0010] In Patent Document 1 (Japanese Patent No.
4689907), it is proposed that, in a measurement chip
which is used for a surface plasmon resonance device
(SPR device) using the surface plasmon resonance
(SPR) phenomenon, when injection molding of a sub-
stantially cup-shaped dielectric having a liquid pool part
is carried out, a gate for introducing a resin (a resin inlet)
is set in the bottom part of the dielectric and injection
molding is carried out.
[0011] However, as described above, in case of the
sensor chip for SPFS measurement, depending on the
environmental conditions, the variation of properties of
the signal, the noise, the detection sensitivity and so on
is large, and the quantitative property cannot be ensured.
[0012] Accordingly, in case where a resin inlet is set in
the bottom part of the dielectric and injection molding is
carried out as shown in this Patent Document 1, as shown
by the solid lines in the graph of Fig. 9 of Comparative
Example 1 as described below, the sensor chip for SPFS
measurement has a problem that, with regard to the S/N
ratio which is a ratio of a signal to be detected to the
background noise in the fluorescence measurement, the
S/N ratios after leaving in the environment ("finalS/N")
are decreased as compared to the initial S/N ratios ("in-
iS/N") and this hinders a highly precise and accurate
SPFS measurement.
[0013] In addition, as shown by the dotted lines in the
graph of Fig. 9 of Comparative Example 1, the sensor
chip for SPFS measurement has a problem that the val-
ues of the CV, coefficient of variation, are not stable and
this hinders a highly precise and accurate SPFS meas-
urement.
[0014] In view of such circumstances, an object of the
present invention is to provide a sensor chip for SPFS
measurement, by which, irrespective of environmental
conditions, the variation of properties of the signal, the
noise, the detection sensitivity and so on is small, and
the quantitative property can be ensured, and a highly
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precise and accurate SPFS measurement can be carried
out, and an SPFS measurement method using the sensor
chip for SPFS measurement, and an SPFS measure-
ment device equipped with the sensor chip for SPFS
measurement.

MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEMS

[0015] The present invention has been made in order
to solve the problems in the conventional techniques and
accomplish the object as described above, and the sen-
sor chip for SPFS measurement of the present invention
is
a sensor chip for SPFS measurement which has a die-
lectric member constituting a prism, said dielectric mem-
ber having been produced by carrying out injection mold-
ing of a resin, characterized in that said sensor chip for
SPFS measurement has been arranged such that
a resin inlet is set on one side end surface of the dielectric
member, said one side end surface intersecting with an
excitation light incoming surface of said dielectric mem-
ber, a metal thin film-formed surface of said dielectric
member, and a reflected light outgoing surface through
which a reflected light that comes in through said excita-
tion light incoming surface and is reflected by the metal
thin film-formed surface of said dielectric member goes
out; and,
when viewing from the metal thin film-formed surface side
of said dielectric member and taking as b the distance of
the side end surface position of said resin inlet to the
position on said metal thin film-formed surface that is
farthest from the side end surface position of said resin
inlet,
the center of a ligand immobilization part, which is a re-
action part, is located in the area between the 3b/8 po-
sition and the 6b/8 position from the side end surface
position of said resin inlet.
[0016] In addition, the SPFS measurement method of
the present invention is characterized in that
a sensor chip for SPFS measurement which has a die-
lectric member constituting a prism, said dielectric mem-
ber having been produced by carrying out injection mold-
ing of a resin,
wherein a resin inlet is set on one side end surface of the
dielectric member, said one side end surface intersecting
with an excitation light incoming surface of said dielectric
member, a metal thin film-formed surface of said dielec-
tric member, and a reflected light outgoing surface
through which a reflected light that comes in through said
excitation light incoming surface and is reflected by the
metal thin film-formed surface of said dielectric member
goes out,
is used;
when viewing from the metal thin film-formed surface side
of said dielectric member and taking as b the distance of
the side end surface position of said resin inlet to the
position on said metal thin film-formed surface that is
farthest from the side end surface position of said resin

inlet,
an excitation light is irradiated to at least a portion of a
metal thin film from the side where said dielectric member
exists, said metal thin film having been formed on said
dielectric member, said portion being located in the area
between the 3b/8 position and the 6b/8 position from the
side end surface position of said resin inlet; and
fluorescence that is emitted by a fluorescent substance
labeling an analyte immobilized by a ligand on said metal
thin film is measured to calculate the amount of the an-
alyte.
[0017] It is found that, by arranging like this, as shown
by the solid lines in the graph of Fig. 5 of Example 1 as
described below, with regard to the S/N ratio which is a
ratio of a signal to be detected to the background noise
in the fluorescence measurement, the S/N ratios after
leaving in the environment ("finalS/N") are not decreased
as compared to the initial S/N ratios ("iniS/N") and a highly
precise and accurate SPFS measurement can be carried
out.
[0018] In addition, it is found that, as shown by the dot-
ted lines in the graph of Fig. 5 of Example 1 as described
below, the values of the CV, coefficient of variation, are
stable and a highly precise and accurate SPFS meas-
urement can be carried out.
[0019] In other words, irrespective of environmental
conditions, the variation of properties of the signal, the
noise, the detection sensitivity and so on is small, and
the quantitative property can be ensured, and a highly
precise and accurate SPFS measurement can be carried
out.
[0020] In addition, the present invention is character-
ized in that, on the metal thin film-formed surface of said
dielectric member, a channel into which a specimen can
be introduced has been formed.
[0021] By arranging like this, a channel into which a
specimen can be introduced has been formed, and there-
fore, if a sample solution containing a specimen (an an-
alyte) to be detected is made to flow in this channel, then
the fluorescent substance with which the analyte cap-
tured in the vicinity of the metal thin film is conjugated
(labeled) is efficiently excited, and, by observing this flu-
orescence, a very slight amount or a very low concen-
tration of an analyte can be detected.
[0022] In addition, the present invention is character-
ized by having been arranged such that,
in said channel, said ligand immobilization part has been
formed, and
the direction of the flow in said channel is parallel to the
directions of said excitation light incoming surface and
said reflected light outgoing surface of said dielectric
member.
[0023] By arranging like this, the sample solution will
flow in a direction parallel to the excitation light incoming
surface and the reflected light outgoing surface of the
dielectric member, and an analyte can be reliably cap-
tured in the ligand immobilization part having been
formed in the channel.
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[0024] Therefore, the fluorescent substance with
which the analyte captured in the vicinity of the metal thin
film is conjugated (labeled) is efficiently excited, and, by
observing this fluorescence, a very slight amount or a
very low concentration of an analyte can be detected.
[0025] In addition, the present invention is character-
ized in that, on said sensor chip for SPFS measurement,
positioning and fixing parts to carry out positioning and
fixing of the sensor chip for SPFS measurement in an
SPFS measurement device with which detection is car-
ried out are provided.
[0026] By arranging like this, using the positioning and
fixing parts provided on the sensor chip for SPFS meas-
urement, accurate positioning of the sensor chip for
SPFS measurement can be carried out in an SPFS meas-
urement device with which detection is carried out; there-
fore, accurate adjustment between the position of the
center of the ligand immobilization part, which is a reac-
tion part, and the position of the irradiated region can be
carried out; and a highly precise and accurate SPFS
measurement can be carried out.
[0027] In addition, the present invention is character-
ized in that said positioning and fixing parts have been
formed in a channel lid member equipped on said die-
lectric member.
[0028] In addition, the present invention is character-
ized in that said positioning and fixing parts have been
formed in said dielectric member.
[0029] In addition, the SPFS measurement device of
the present invention is characterized by being equipped
with the sensor chip for SPFS measurement according
to any one of the preceding paragraphs.

EFFECTS OF THE INVENTION

[0030] According to the present invention, irrespective
of environmental conditions, the variation of properties
of the signal, the noise, the detection sensitivity and so
on is small, and the quantitative property can be ensured,
and a highly precise and accurate SPFS measurement
can be carried out.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0031]

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a sensor chip for SPFS
measurement of the present invention.
Fig. 2 is a top view of the sensor chip for SPFS meas-
urement of Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a schematic view illustrating the outline of
the evaluation method that was carried out using the
sensor chip for SPFS measurement of Fig. 1.
Fig. 4 is a partially enlarged cross-sectional view for
explaining the outline of the sensor chip for SPFS
measurement of Fig. 3.
Fig. 5 is a graph showing the results of the evaluation
method.

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a sensor chip for SPFS
measurement of Comparative Example 1.
Fig. 7 is a top view of the sensor chip for SPFS meas-
urement of Fig. 6.
Fig. 8 is a bottom view of the sensor chip for SPFS
measurement of Fig. 6.
Fig. 9 is a graph showing the results of the evaluation
method.
Fig. 10 is a top view of a sensor chip 10 for SPFS
measurement of another example of the present in-
vention.
Fig. 11 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line
A-A in the sensor chip 10 for SPFS measurement of
Fig. 10.
Fig. 12 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line
B-B in the sensor chip 10 for SPFS measurement of
Fig. 10.
Fig. 13 is a top view of a sensor chip 10 for SPFS
measurement of yet another example of the present
invention.
Fig. 14 is a front view of the sensor chip for SPFS
measurement of Fig. 13.
Fig. 15 is a right side view of the sensor chip for
SPFS measurement of Fig. 13.
Fig. 16 is a schematic top view for explaining a meth-
od for fixing the sensor chip for SPFS measurement
of Fig. 13 to a sensor chip holder.

MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0032] Embodiments (examples) of the present inven-
tion will now be described in more detail with reference
to the drawings.

[Example 1]

[0033] Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a sensor chip for
SPFS measurement of the present invention; Fig. 2 is a
top view of the sensor chip for SPFS measurement of
Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is a schematic view illustrating the outline
of the evaluation method that was carried out using the
sensor chip for SPFS measurement of Fig. 1; Fig. 4 is a
partially enlarged cross-sectional view for explaining the
outline of the sensor chip for SPFS measurement of Fig.
3; and Fig. 5 is a graph showing the results of the eval-
uation method.
[0034] As shown in Figs. 1 to 2, the sensor chip 10 for
SPFS measurement of this example is a sensor chip for
SPFS measurement that is used for a surface plasmon-
field enhanced fluorescence spectrometry device using
a surface plasmon-field enhanced fluorescence spec-
troscopy (SPFS; Surface Plasmon-field enhanced Fluo-
rescence Spectroscopy).
[0035] And, the sensor chip 10 for SPFS measurement
has a dielectric member 12 constituting a dielectric mem-
ber body and constituting a prism whose shape is a hex-
ahedron having a cross section of a substantially trape-
zoidal shape (a shape of a truncated quadrangular pyr-
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amid), and the horizontal top surface of this dielectric
member 12 constitutes a metal thin film-formed surface
14 on which a metal thin film 16 has been formed.
[0036] The sensor chip 10 for SPFS measurement is
comprised of this dielectric member 12 and the metal thin
film 16 which has been formed on the metal thin film-
formed surface 14 of the dielectric member 12.
[0037] Further, as shown in Fig. 1, one side surface
which is a lower part of the dielectric member 12 forms
an excitation light incoming surface 18 through which an
excitation light from a light source not shown comes in
as indicated by the arrow in Fig. 1.
[0038] On the other hand, another side surface which
is a lower part of the dielectric member 12 forms a re-
flected light outgoing surface 20 through which a reflect-
ed light reflected by the metal thin film 16 goes out as
indicated by the arrow in Fig. 1.
[0039] With regard to the light which goes out through
this reflected light outgoing surface 20, a light receiving
means not shown that is set on the side of said another
side surface which is a lower part of the dielectric member
12 receives the reflected light reflected by the metal thin
film 16.
[0040] In this case, the material of the dielectric mem-
ber 12 is at least formed from a material optically trans-
parent to an excitation light, and, from the standpoint of
providing a sensor chip 10 for SPFS measurement that
is inexpensive and has an excellent handling property,
is formed from a resin material by injection molding.
[0041] As the resin material from which the dielectric
member 12 is formed, for example, a polyester such as
polyethylene terephthalate (PET), polyethylene naph-
thalate and the like, a polyolefin such as polyethylene
(PE), polypropylene (PP) and the like, a polycycloolefin
such as a cycloolefin copolymer (COC), a cycloolefin pol-
ymer (COP) and the like, a vinyl resin such as polyvinyl
chloride, polyvinylidene chloride and the like, polysty-
rene, polyether ether ketone (PEEK), polysulfone (PSF),
polyether sulfone (PES), polycarbonate (PC), polyamide,
polyimide, acrylic resin, triacetylcellulose (TAC), or the
like can be used.
[0042] Then, as shown in Figs. 1 to 2, a resin inlet (gate)
24 is set on one side end surface 22 of the dielectric
member 12, said one side end surface 22 intersecting
with the excitation light incoming surface 18 of the die-
lectric member 12, the metal thin film-formed surface 14
of the dielectric member 12, and the reflected light out-
going surface 20; and injection molding of a resin material
is carried out to produce a dielectric member 12.
[0043] In this situation, the term "intersect" is intended
to include not only cases of intersecting substantially per-
pendicularly, but also cases of intersecting at a certain
angle, and is not limited.

(Evaluation Tests)

[0044] Using the sensor chip 10 for SPFS measure-
ment of Fig. 1, the evaluation method as explained in Fig.

3 and Fig. 4 was carried out.

(1-1) Immobilization of Antigen Capturing Support:

[0045] Specifically, using a cycloolefin polymer (COP),
a dielectric member 12 having dimensions of 25 mm
length x 8 mm width x 3 mm height (Refractive Index:
1.52) was produced by injection molding.
[0046] Then, using a sputtering method, a metal thin
film 16 having a thickness of 41 nm and comprised of
gold was formed on a metal thin film-formed surface 14
of this dielectric member 12.

(1-2) Production of Channel:

[0047] As shown in Fig. 3, using an acrylic adhesive
sheet (Thickness: 0.1 mm) which constitutes a channel
wall 42 and wherein a channel groove of 3 mm width x
23 mm length has been punched, a plate material (a lid)
13 having a thickness of 2 mm which constitutes a chan-
nel lid member 44 and is made of PMMA (polymethyl
methacrylate resin) was bonded onto the surface of the
sensor chip 10 for SPFS measurement to form a channel
46.
[0048] Then, as shown in Fig. 3, a laser light (Wave-
length: 635 nm) was passed from a light source 26
through a wavelength separation filter (manufactured by
Optical Coatings Japan) 28 and a deflecting plate 30; the
light source 26 was fixed such that the angle of incidence
of the laser light to the metal thin film 16 of the sensor
chip 10 for SPFS measurement was an optimal angle;
and thereafter, an excitation light by the light source 26
was irradiated to the sensor chip 10 for SPFS measure-
ment.
[0049] Fig. 4 schematically illustrates a sensor chip for
SPFS measurement. Evaluation of S/N ratios was carried
out not in a system in which a dye was fixed on the gold
film surface as shown in Fig. 4, but in a system in which
the entire channel was filled with a buffer containing a
dye.
[0050] And, via a 10 x objective lens (manufactured by
NIKON CORPORATION) as a light collecting means 32
and a wavelength separation filter (manufactured by Op-
tical Coatings Japan) 34, fluorescence by a surface plas-
mon-field enhanced fluorescence spectroscopy was de-
tected by using a photomultiplier PMT (manufactured by
Hamamatsu Photonics K.K.) as a light receiving sensor
36.
[0051] Measurement conditions were as follows:

<Subjects to be Measured>

[0052] As a noise subject, a measurement buffer (a
"Tris-Buffered Saline (TBS)" buffer) was made to flow in
the channel.
[0053] As a signal subject, a dye containing buffer (a
TBS buffer containing an "Alexa Fluor 647" reactive dye)
was made to flow in the channel.
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<Contents to be Evaluated>

[0054] Initial ("ini") : Without leaving a chip in the envi-
ronment, measurement of a signal and the background
noise was carried out.
[0055] After Leaving in Environment ("final"): After
leaving a channel formed chip in the environment, i.e.,
after leaving in an environment of 60°C and 80% by mass
for 240 hours and thereafter leaving in a room tempera-
ture environment for 24 hours, measurement of a signal
and the background noise was carried out.
[0056] As a result, when viewing from the metal thin
film-formed surface 14 side of the dielectric member 12
and taking as b the distance of the side end surface po-
sition 12a of the resin inlet 24 to the position 18a on the
metal thin film-formed surface 14 that is farthest from the
side end surface position 12a of the resin inlet 24 as
shown in Fig. 2,
it was confirmed that, in the area between the 3b/8 po-
sition and the 6b/8 position from the side end surface
position 12a of the resin inlet 24, the signal and the noise
can be stably measured with or without leaving in the
environment; and it was revealed that, when the center
A of a ligand immobilization part 38 is set in the area
between the 3b/8 position and the 6b/8 position, a highly
precise and accurate SPFS measurement can be carried
out (see the shaded area in Fig. 2).
[0057] That is to say, it is found that, as shown by the
solid lines in the graph of Fig. 5, with regard to the S/N
ratio which is a ratio of a signal to be detected to the
background noise in the fluorescence measurement, the
S/N ratios after leaving in the environment ("finalS/N")
are not decreased as compared to the initial S/N ratios
("iniS/N") and a highly precise and accurate SPFS meas-
urement can be carried out.
[0058] In addition, it is found that, as shown by the dot-
ted lines in the graph of Fig. 5, the values of the CV,
coefficient of variation, are stable and a highly precise
and accurate SPFS measurement can be carried out.
[0059] In other words, it is found that, irrespective of
environmental conditions, the variation of properties of
the signal, the noise, the detection sensitivity and so on
is small, and the quantitative property can be ensured,
and a highly precise and accurate SPFS measurement
can be carried out.
[0060] In the present invention, the material of the met-
al thin film 16 is not particularly limited, but is preferably
comprised of at least one metal selected from the group
consisting of gold, silver, aluminum, copper and platinum,
more preferably comprised of gold, and may be com-
prised of an alloy of these metals.
[0061] These metals are suitable as a metal thin film
16, because they are stable to oxidization and electric
field enhancement by surface plasmon light (compres-
sion wave) is increased as described below.
[0062] The method for forming a metal thin film 16 is
not particularly limited, and examples thereof include, for
example, a sputtering method, a vapor deposition meth-

od (such as a resistance heating vapor deposition meth-
od, an electron beam vapor deposition method and the
like), an electrolytic plating method, an electroless plating
method, and so on. It is desirable to preferably use a
sputtering method or a vapor deposition method, since
the thin film forming conditions thereof are easy to control.
[0063] Further, the thickness of a metal thin film 16 is
not particularly limited, but preferably it is desirable that
the thickness be within the ranges of: in case of gold,
from 5 to 500 nm; in case of silver, from 5 to 500 nm; in
case of aluminum, from 5 to 500 nm; in case of copper,
from 5 to 500 nm; in case of platinum, from 5 to 500 nm;
and in case of an alloy thereof, from 5 to 500 nm.
[0064] From the standpoint of the electric field en-
hancement effect, more preferably, it is desirable that the
thickness be within the ranges of: in case of gold, from
20 to 70 nm; in case of silver, from 20 to 70 nm; in case
of aluminum, from 10 to 50 nm; in case of copper, from
20 to 70 nm; in case of platinum, from 20 to 70 nm; and
in case of an alloy thereof, from 10 to 70 nm.
[0065] If the thickness of a metal thin film 16 is within
the above-described ranges, then surface plasmon light
(compression wave) will be easily generated, therefore
these ranges are suitable. In addition, as long as the met-
al thin film 16 has such a thickness, the shape thereof is
not particularly limited.
[0066] A sensor chip 10 for SPFS measurement having
been arranged like this is used as a sensor chip 10 for
an SPFS measurement device.
[0067] A case where a sensor chip 10 for SPFS meas-
urement is used for an SPFS device will now be de-
scribed.
[0068] First, a solution containing a ligand that will spe-
cifically bind to an analyte to be detected is made to flow
on a metal thin film 16 to immobilize the ligand onto the
metal thin film 16, and thereafter, washing is carried out.
[0069] In the present invention, the term "sensor chip
10 for SPFS measurement" includes not only those in
the state after carrying out immobilization of a ligand onto
a metal thin film 16 like this, but also those in the state
before carrying out immobilization of a ligand onto a metal
thin film 16.
[0070] Thereafter, a sample solution containing an an-
alyte conjugated (labeled) with a fluorescent substance
is made to flow on the metal thin film 16 to allow it to
specifically bind to the ligand on the metal thin film 16,
and thereafter, washing is carried out.
[0071] A sample solution to be used here is a solution
that has been prepared using a specimen, and examples
thereof include, for example, those that have been ob-
tained by mixing a specimen and a reagent(s) to carry
out a treatment for making a fluorescent substance bind
to an analyte contained in the specimen.
[0072] Examples of such a sample include blood, se-
rum, plasma, urine, snivel, saliva, stool, coelomic fluid
(spinal fluid, ascitic fluid, pleural fluid, or the like), and so
on.
[0073] Examples of the analyte contained in the spec-
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imen include, for example, nucleic acids (DNAs, RNAs,
polynucleotides, oligonucleotides, PNAs (peptide nucle-
ic acids) and the like which may be either single-stranded
or double-stranded, or nucleosides, nucleotides and
modified molecules thereof), proteins (polypeptides, oli-
gopeptides, and the like), amino acids (including modified
amino acids), carbohydrates (oligosaccharides, polysac-
charides, sugar chains, and the like), lipids, or modified
molecules and complexes thereof, and so on. Specifical-
ly, the analyte contained in the specimen may be a car-
cinoembryonic antigen such as AFP (α-fetoprotein), a
tumor marker, a signal transducer, a hormone, or the like,
and is not particularly limited.
[0074] Subsequently, as shown in Fig. 3, to the meas-
urement point (irradiated region), i.e., the center A of a
ligand immobilization part 38, and from a light source 26
set on the side of one side surface which is a lower part
of a dielectric member 12, excitation light P1 is made to
come in through an excitation light incoming surface 18
of the dielectric member 12 at an incidence angle of θ1
relative to the excitation light incoming surface 18 and
refract, and the light is irradiated as excitation light P2 to
a metal thin film 16 on the top surface of the dielectric
member 12 at an incident angle of θ satisfying the total
reflection conditions (at an incident angle of a certain
angle (resonance angle)).
[0075] Then, reflected light P3 reflected by the metal
thin film 16 is refracted on a reflected light outgoing sur-
face 20 formed on another side surface which is a lower
part of the dielectric member 12 at a certain angle θ2,
and the light is received as reflected light P4 by a light
receiving means not shown that is set on the side of said
another side surface which is a lower part of the dielectric
member 12. In this way, whether the angle is the prede-
fined incident angle θ satisfying the total reflection con-
ditions or not can be confirmed.
[0076] In other words, generation of surface plasmon
light (compression wave) on the metal thin film 16 at an
incident angle θ of a certain angle (resonance angle) can
be found by discovering the point at which the signal of
the reflected light P4 from the metal thin film 16 received
by the light receiving means set on the side of the out-
going surface is changed (the amount of the light is de-
creased).
[0077] And, by this excitation light P2 irradiated on the
metal thin film 16 on the top surface of the dielectric mem-
ber 12, surface plasmon light (compression wave) is gen-
erated on the surface of the metal thin film 16; thereby,
the photon amount which the excitation light P2 irradiated
from the light source 26 has is increased several tens to
several hundreds of times; and electric field enhance-
ment effect of surface plasmon light is obtained.
[0078] By this electric field enhancement effect, a flu-
orescent substance with which an analyte captured by a
ligand immobilized on the metal thin film 16 in the vicinity
of the surface of the metal thin film 16 is conjugated (la-
beled) is efficiently excited, and, by observing this fluo-
rescence, a very slight amount or a very low concentra-

tion of an analyte is detected.
[0079] In other words, in order to receive the fluores-
cence that is emitted by a fluorescent substance labeling
the analyte, said analyte being captured by a ligand im-
mobilized on the sensor chip 10 for SPFS measurement,
a light receiving sensor 36, such as a photomultiplier
(PMT), a CCD, or the like, is set above the sensor chip
10 for SPFS measurement.
[0080] Further, between the sensor chip 10 for SPFS
measurement and the light receiving sensor 36, a light
collecting means 32 to efficiently collect the light of the
fluorescence, and a wavelength separation filter 34 to
remove the lights other than the fluorescence and select
only the fluorescence are set as shown in Fig. 3.
[0081] As a result, as described above, when viewing
from the metal thin film-formed surface 14 side of the
dielectric member 12 and taking as b the distance of the
side end surface position 12a of the resin inlet 24 to the
position 18a on the metal thin film-formed surface 14 that
is farthest from the side end surface position 12a of the
resin inlet 24 as shown in Fig. 2,
if the center A of the ligand immobilization part 38, which
is a reaction part, is located in the area between the 3b/8
position and the 6b/8 position from the side end surface
position 12a of the resin inlet 24, then a highly precise
and accurate SPFS measurement can be carried out.

[Comparative Example 1]

[0082] Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a sensor chip for
SPFS measurement of Comparative Example 1; Fig. 7
is a top view of the sensor chip for SPFS measurement
of Fig. 6; Fig. 8 is a bottom view of the sensor chip for
SPFS measurement of Fig. 6; and Fig. 9 is a graph show-
ing the results of the evaluation method.
[0083] A sensor chip 10 for SPFS measurement was
produced in the same manner as in the evaluation test
described above. However, as shown in Fig. 6 and Fig.
8, a resin inlet (gate) 24 is set in the bottom part 40 of a
dielectric member 12.
[0084] Evaluation test was carried out in the same
manner as the evaluation test of Example 1.
[0085] As a result, as shown by the solid lines in the
graph of Fig. 9, in case of the sensor chip for SPFS meas-
urement, a problem that, in case where the resin inlet 24
is set in the bottom part 40 of the dielectric member 12
and injection molding is carried out, with regard to the
S/N ratio which is a ratio of an assay signal to be detected
to an assay blank signal in the fluorescence measure-
ment, the S/N ratios after leaving in the environment

("finalS/N") are decreased as compared to the initial S/N 
ratios ("iniS/N") and this hinders a highly precise and ac-
curate SPFS measurement is found.

[0086] In addition, it is found that, as shown by the dot-
ted lines in the graph of Fig. 9 of Comparative Example
1, the sensor chip for SPFS measurement has a problem
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that the values of the CV, coefficient of variation, are not
stable and this hinders a highly precise and accurate
SPFS measurement.

[Example 2]

[0087] Fig. 10 is a top view of a sensor chip 10 for
SPFS measurement of another example of the present
invention; Fig. 11 is a cross-sectional view taken along
the line A-A in the sensor chip 10 for SPFS measurement
of Fig. 10; and Fig. 12 is a cross-sectional view taken
along the line B-B in the sensor chip 10 for SPFS meas-
urement of Fig. 10.
[0088] Since the composition of the sensor chip 10 for
SPFS measurement of this example is basically the same
as that of the sensor chip 10 for SPFS measurement
shown in Figs. 1 to 5, the same composition member is
numbered with the same reference number, and the de-
tailed description thereof is omitted.
[0089] As shown in Figs. 10 to 12, the sensor chip 10
for SPFS measurement of this example has, on a metal
thin film-formed surface 14 of a dielectric member 12, a
channel wall 42 constituted by a spacer, and has, on the
top surface of this channel wall 42, a channel lid member
44.
[0090] Thereby, on the metal thin film-formed surface
14 of the dielectric member 12, a channel 46 into which
a specimen can be introduced has been formed. In ad-
dition, in the channel lid member 44, two reagent inlets
48 apart from each other have been formed.
[0091] Further, on both side end parts 52 of one pro-
jected part 50 in the width direction of the channel lid
member 44, concave-shaped positioning and fixing parts
54 to carry out positioning and fixing of the sensor chip
10 for SPFS measurement in an SPFS measurement
device with which detection is carried out have been
formed.
[0092] Moreover, in the sensor chip 10 for SPFS meas-
urement of this example, since the center A of a ligand
immobilization part 38, which is a reaction part, is located
in the area between the 3b/8 position and the 6b/8 posi-
tion from the side end surface position 12a of a resin inlet
24 as described above, the channel wall 42 and the chan-
nel lid member 44 have been formed at the positions that
are shifted as a whole apart from the side end surface
position 12a of the resin inlet 24 of the dielectric member
12.
[0093] Although positioning and fixing parts in a con-
cave shape have been formed as a positioning and fixing
part 54 in this example, the shape, number, setting po-
sition and the like of the positioning and fixing part 54
can be appropriately changed depending on the shape
of the position fixing part on the side of the SPFS meas-
urement device, for example, and a convex shape, a slit
shape, or the like can be used.
[0094] By arranging like this, a channel 46 into which
a specimen can be introduced has been formed, and
therefore, if a sample solution containing a specimen (an

analyte) to be detected is made to flow in this channel
46, then the fluorescent substance with which the analyte
captured in the vicinity of the metal thin film is conjugated
(labeled) is efficiently excited, and, by observing this flu-
orescence, a very slight amount or a very low concen-
tration of an analyte can be detected.
[0095] In addition, using the positioning and fixing parts
54 provided on the sensor chip 10 for SPFS measure-
ment, accurate positioning of the sensor chip 10 for SPFS
measurement can be carried out in an SPFS measure-
ment device with which detection is carried out; therefore,
accurate adjustment between the position of the center
of the ligand immobilization part 38, which is a reaction
part, and the position of the irradiated region can be car-
ried out; and a highly precise and accurate SPFS meas-
urement can be carried out.
[0096] In this case, the direction of the flow in the chan-
nel 46 has been arranged so as to be parallel to the di-
rections of the excitation light incoming surface 18 and
the reflected light outgoing surface 20 of the dielectric
member 12, as indicated by the arrow in Fig. 10. As long
as the direction of the flow in the channel 46 is parallel
to the directions of these surfaces, the direction may be
either in a direction away from the side end surface po-
sition 12a of the resin inlet 24 of the dielectric member
12 or in the opposite direction.
[0097] By arranging like this, the sample solution will
flow in a direction parallel to the excitation light incoming
surface 18 and the reflected light outgoing surface 20 of
the dielectric member 12, and an analyte can be reliably
captured in the ligand immobilization part 38 having been
formed in the channel 46.
[0098] Therefore, the fluorescent substance with
which the analyte captured in the vicinity of the metal thin
film 16 is conjugated (labeled) is efficiently excited, and,
by observing this fluorescence, a very slight amount or
a very low concentration of an analyte can be detected.

[Example 3]

[0099] Fig. 13 is a top view of a sensor chip 10 for
SPFS measurement of yet another example of the
present invention; Fig. 14 is a front view of the sensor
chip for SPFS measurement of Fig. 13; and Fig. 15 is a
right side view of the sensor chip 10 for SPFS measure-
ment of Fig. 13.
[0100] Since the composition of the sensor chip 10 for
SPFS measurement of this example is basically the same
as that of the sensor chips 10 for SPFS measurement
shown in Figs. 1 to 12, the same composition member
is numbered with the same reference number, and the
detailed description thereof is omitted.
[0101] In the above-described Example 2, on both side
end parts 52 of one projected part 50 in the width direction
of the channel lid member 44, concave-shaped position-
ing and fixing parts 54 have been formed. On the other
hand, in the sensor chip 10 for SPFS measurement of
this example, as shown in Figs. 13 to 15, on both of the
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side end surface 22 and the side end surface 23 of a
dielectric member 12, convex-shaped positioning and fix-
ing parts 54 have been formed.
[0102] In this example, by carrying out injection mold-
ing of a resin material, the positioning and fixing parts 54
can be molded integrally with the dielectric member 12.
[0103] One of the positioning and fixing parts 54 may
be a resin inlet 24.
[0104] A sensor chip 10 for SPFS measurement com-
prised of a dielectric member 12 having positioning and
fixing parts 54 in this way is used after carrying out po-
sitioning and fixing thereof to a sensor chip holder fixed
in an SPFS measurement device.
[0105] Specifically, as shown in Fig. 16, in a state
where a sensor chip 10 is mounted on a sensor chip
holder 56 fixed in an SPFS measurement device, the
sensor chip is urged in the A direction. Then, a reference
surface 54a of the positioning and fixing part 54 is brought
into contact with the internal surface of the sensor chip
holder 56, and thereby, positioning thereof in the A di-
rection is done.
[0106] Further, the sensor chip is urged in the B direc-
tion, and then, a reference surface 54b of the positioning
and fixing part 54 is brought into contact with the internal
surface of the sensor chip holder 56, and thereby, posi-
tioning thereof in the B direction is done.
[0107] Although positioning and fixing parts in a convex
shape have been formed as a positioning and fixing part
54 in this example, the shape, number, setting position
and the like of the positioning and fixing part 54 can be
appropriately changed depending on the shape of the
sensor chip holder 56 on the side of the SPFS measure-
ment device, for example, and a concave shape, a slit
shape, or the like can be used.
[0108] By arranging like this, using the positioning and
fixing parts 54 molded integrally with the dielectric mem-
ber 12, accurate positioning of the sensor chip 10 for
SPFS measurement can be carried out in an SPFS meas-
urement device with which detection is carried out; there-
fore, accurate adjustment between the position of the
center of the ligand immobilization part 38, which is a
reaction part, and the position of the irradiated region can
be carried out; and a highly precise and accurate SPFS
measurement can be carried out.
[0109] Preferred embodiments of the present invention
have been described above, but the present invention is
not limited thereto. For example, although, in the above
examples, the shape of the dielectric member 12 consti-
tuting a prism is a hexahedron having a cross section of
a substantially trapezoidal shape (a shape of a truncated
quadrangular pyramid), the shape of the dielectric mem-
ber 12 is not particularly limited, and may be changed to
a shape of a triangular prism having a cross section of a
triangle, for example. Like this, various modifications can
be made within a scope not departing from the object of
the present invention.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0110] The present invention can be applied to a sen-
sor chip for SPFS measurement that is used for a surface
plasmon-field enhanced fluorescence spectrometry de-
vice using a surface plasmon-field enhanced fluores-
cence spectroscopy (SPFS; Surface Plasmon-field en-
hanced Fluorescence Spectroscopy) (hereinafter re-
ferred to simply as "SPFS") in the field of medical care
or biotechnology, for example, and an SPFS measure-
ment method using the sensor chip for SPFS measure-
ment, and an SPFS measurement device equipped with
the sensor chip for SPFS measurement.

DESCRIPTION OF SYMBOLS

[0111]

10 Sensor Chip for SPFS Measurement
12 Dielectric Member
12a Side End Surface Position
14 Metal Thin Film-Formed Surface
16 Metal Thin Film
18 Excitation Light Incoming Surface
20 Reflected Light Outgoing Surface
22 Side End Surface
23 Side End Surface
24 Resin Inlet
26 Light Source
28 Wavelength Separation Filter
30 Deflecting Plate
32 Light Collecting Means
34 Wavelength Separation Filter
36 Light Receiving Sensor
38 Ligand Immobilization Part
40 Bottom Part
42 Channel Wall
44 Channel Lid Member
46 Channel
48 Reagent Inlet
50 Projected Part
52 Both Side End Parts
54 Positioning and Fixing Part
54a Reference Surface
56 Sensor Chip Holder

Claims

1. A sensor chip for SPFS measurement which has a
dielectric member constituting a prism, said dielec-
tric member having been produced by carrying out
injection molding of a resin, characterized in that
said sensor chip for SPFS measurement has been
arranged such that
a resin inlet is set on one side end surface of the
dielectric member, said one side end surface inter-
secting with an excitation light incoming surface of
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said dielectric member, a metal thin film-formed sur-
face of said dielectric member, and a reflected light
outgoing surface through which a reflected light that
comes in through said excitation light incoming sur-
face and is reflected by the metal thin film-formed
surface of said dielectric member goes out; and,
when viewing from the metal thin film-formed surface
side of said dielectric member and taking as b the
distance of the side end surface position of said resin
inlet to the position on said metal thin film-formed
surface that is farthest from the side end surface po-
sition of said resin inlet,
the center of a ligand immobilization part, which is a
reaction part, is located in the area between the 3b/8
position and the 6b/8 position from the side end sur-
face position of said resin inlet.

2. The sensor chip for SPFS measurement according
to claim 1, characterized in that, on the metal thin
film-formed surface of said dielectric member, a
channel into which a specimen can be introduced
has been formed.

3. The sensor chip for SPFS measurement according
to claim 2, characterized by having been arranged
such that,
in said channel, said ligand immobilization part has
been formed, and
the direction of the flow in said channel is parallel to
the directions of said excitation light incoming sur-
face and said reflected light outgoing surface of said
dielectric member.

4. The sensor chip for SPFS measurement according
to any one of claims 1 to 3, characterized in that,
on said sensor chip for SPFS measurement, posi-
tioning and fixing parts to carry out positioning and
fixing of the sensor chip for SPFS measurement in
an SPFS measurement device with which detection
is carried out are provided.

5. The sensor chip for SPFS measurement according
to claim 4, characterized in that said positioning
and fixing parts have been formed in a channel lid
member equipped on said dielectric member.

6. The sensor chip for SPFS measurement according
to claim 4, characterized in that said positioning
and fixing parts have been formed in said dielectric
member.

7. An SPFS measurement method, characterized in
that
a sensor chip for SPFS measurement which has a
dielectric member constituting a prism, said dielec-
tric member having been produced by carrying out
injection molding of a resin,
wherein a resin inlet is set on one side end surface

of the dielectric member, said one side end surface
intersecting with an excitation light incoming surface
of said dielectric member, a metal thin film-formed
surface of said dielectric member, and a reflected
light outgoing surface through which a reflected light
that comes in through said excitation light incoming
surface and is reflected by the metal thin film-formed
surface of said dielectric member goes out,
is used;
when viewing from the metal thin film-formed surface
side of said dielectric member and taking as b the
distance of the side end surface position of said resin
inlet to the position on said metal thin film-formed
surface that is farthest from the side end surface po-
sition of said resin inlet,
an excitation light is irradiated to at least a portion of
a metal thin film from the side where said dielectric
member exists, said metal thin film having been
formed on said dielectric member, said portion being
located in the area between the 3b/8 position and
the 6b/8 position from the side end surface position
of said resin inlet; and
fluorescence that is emitted by a fluorescent sub-
stance labeling an analyte immobilized by a ligand
on said metal thin film is measured to calculate the
amount of the analyte.

8. The SPFS measurement method according to claim
7, characterized in that, on the metal thin film-
formed surface of said dielectric member, a channel
into which a specimen can be introduced has been
formed.

9. The SPFS measurement method according to claim
8, characterized by having been arranged such
that,
in said channel, said ligand immobilization part has
been formed, and
the direction of the flow in said channel is parallel to
the directions of said excitation light incoming sur-
face and said reflected light outgoing surface of said
dielectric member.

10. The SPFS measurement method according to any
one of claims 7 to 9, characterized in that, on said
sensor chip for SPFS measurement, positioning and
fixing parts to carry out positioning and fixing of the
sensor chip for SPFS measurement in an SPFS
measurement device with which detection is carried
out are provided.

11. The sensor chip for SPFS measurement according
to claim 10, characterized in that said positioning
and fixing parts have been formed in a channel lid
member equipped on said dielectric member.

12. The sensor chip for SPFS measurement according
to claim 10, characterized in that said positioning
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and fixing parts have been formed in said dielectric
member.

13. An SPFS measurement device, characterized by
being equipped with the sensor chip for SPFS meas-
urement according to any one of claims 1 to 6.

19 20 



EP 2 799 843 A1

12



EP 2 799 843 A1

13



EP 2 799 843 A1

14



EP 2 799 843 A1

15



EP 2 799 843 A1

16



EP 2 799 843 A1

17



EP 2 799 843 A1

18



EP 2 799 843 A1

19



EP 2 799 843 A1

20



EP 2 799 843 A1

21



EP 2 799 843 A1

22



EP 2 799 843 A1

23



EP 2 799 843 A1

24



EP 2 799 843 A1

25



EP 2 799 843 A1

26

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 2 799 843 A1

27

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 2 799 843 A1

28

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• JP 4689907 B [0005] [0010]


	bibliography
	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report
	cited references

