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(57) When congestion is detected in an S-GW, com-
munications are allowed to continue as many as possible.
A mobile communication method according to the
present invention includes: notifying, by the S-GW, a PDF
in a PCRF of detection of congestion when the congest
is detected; acquiring, by the PDF in the PCRF, charging
system information regarding UEs using an S1 bearer
and an S5 bearer set in the S-GW from an HSS; acquiring,

by the PDF in the PCRF, communication service class
information in a flow unit in the S1 bearer and the S5
bearer from the P-GW according to the notification; and
performing, by the PDF in the PCRF, bandwidth adjust-
ment on specific flows of the S1 bearer and the S5 bearer
based on the charging system information and the com-
munication service class information in the flow unit.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a mobile com-
munication method, a policy and charging rule server ap-
paratus, and a mobile management node.

Background Art

[0002] In mobile communication systems defined by
3GPP in the related art, when serving gateway appara-
tuses (S-GWs) detect congestion, an instruction to per-
form access barring is configured to be given to eNBs
(radio base stations).
[0003] Specifically, the eNBs receiving this instruction
are configured to notify UEs (mobile stations) of a barring
time and the UEs are configured not to perform call re-
quest processes until the barring time expires.

Citation List

Non-Patent Documents

[0004]

Non-Patent Document 1: 3GPP TS23.401
Non-Patent Document 2: 3GPP TS23.203
Non-Patent Document 3: 3GPP TS36.300

Summary of Invention

[0005] In the mobile communication systems defined
by the 3GPP in the related art, however, as described
above, when the S-GWs detect the congestion, call re-
quests of the mobile stations are barred. Therefore, this
barring is not a preferable countermeasure in viewpoint
of communication service providers that desire to pro-
mote more communications.
[0006] Also, in the mobile communication systems de-
fined by the 3GPP in the related art, a system is provided
which confirms a congestion status of a Universal Ter-
restrial Radio Access Network (UTRAN)/ GSM EDGE
Radio Access Network (GERAN) type radio access net-
work in advance at the time of detection of congestion in
an Evolved-Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network
(E-UTRAN) type radio access network and performs
handover to the UTRAN/GERAN type radio access net-
work.
[0007] Accordingly, when congestion is detected in an
E-UTRAN type radio access network, an event in which
handover to a UTRAN/GERAN type radio access net-
work is performed and connection to a call disconnection
is made occurs in spite of the fact that the UTRAN/GER-
AN type radio access network is also congested.
[0008] A system which performs handover to a
UTRAN/GERAN type radio access network or the like
when congestion occurs in an E-UTRAN type S-GW is

provided either.
[0009] Accordingly, the present invention has been
made in view of the above-described problems and an
object of the present invention is to provide a mobile com-
munication method, a policy and charging rule server ap-
paratus, and a mobile management node capable of al-
lowing communications to continue as many as possible
when congestion is detected in an S-GW.
[0010] According to a first characteristic of the present
invention, there is provided a mobile communication
method including: notifying, by a serving gateway appa-
ratus, a policy and charging rule server apparatus of de-
tection of congestion when the congestion is detected;
acquiring, by the policy and charging rule server appa-
ratus, charging system information regarding a mobile
station using a bearer set in the serving gateway appa-
ratus from a subscriber information management server
apparatus according to the notification; acquiring, by the
policy and charging rule server apparatus, communica-
tion service class information in a flow unit inside the
bearer from a packet data network gateway apparatus
according to the notification; and performing, by the pol-
icy and charging rule server apparatus, bandwidth ad-
justment in a specific flow inside the bearer based on the
charging system information and the communication
service class information.
[0011] According to a second characteristic of the
present invention, there is provided a policy and charging
rule server apparatus including: a reception unit config-
ured to receive notification indicating detection of con-
gestion from a serving gateway apparatus; and a control
unit configured to perform bandwidth adjustment in a spe-
cific flow inside a bearer according to the notification
based on charging system information which is acquired
from a subscriber information management server appa-
ratus and is information regarding a mobile station using
the bearer set in the serving gateway apparatus, and
communication service class information in a flow unit
inside the bearer which is acquired from a packet data
network gateway apparatus.
[0012] According to a third characteristic of the present
invention, there is provided a mobile communication
method including: notifying, by a serving gateway appa-
ratus connected to first radio access network and second
radio access network, a policy and charging rule server
apparatus of detection of congestion, when the conges-
tion is detected on a side of the first radio access network;
acquiring, by the policy and charging rule server appa-
ratus, charging system information regarding a mobile
station using a bearer set in the serving gateway appa-
ratus from a subscriber information management server
apparatus and acquiring communication service class in-
formation in a flow unit inside the bearer from a packet
data network gateway apparatus, when the notification
is received and the congestion does not occur on a side
of the second radio access network; and instructing, by
the policy and charging rule server apparatus, the serving
gateway apparatus to perform handover of a specific flow
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inside the bearer or the mobile station to the second radio
access network based on the charging system informa-
tion and the communication service class information.
[0013] According to a fourth characteristic of the
present invention, there is provided a policy and charging
rule server apparatus including: a reception unit config-
ured to receive, from a serving gateway apparatus con-
nected to first radio access network and second radio
access network, notification indicating detection of con-
gestion on a side of the first radio access network; and
a control unit configured to instruct the serving gateway
apparatus to perform handover of a specific flow or a
mobile station to the second radio access network based
on charging system information, which is acquired from
a subscriber information management server apparatus
and is information regarding the mobile station using a
bearer set in a radio base station, and communication
service class information in a flow unit inside the bearer
which is acquired from a packet data network gateway
apparatus, when the notification is received and the con-
gestion does not occur on a side of the second radio
access network.
[0014] According to a fifth characteristic of the present
invention, there is provided a mobile communication
method in a mobile communication system including first
radio access network and second radio access network.
The mobile communication method includes: notifying,
by a radio base station in the first radio access network,
a mobile management node of detection of congestion
when the congestion is detected; acquiring, by the mobile
management node, charging system information regard-
ing a mobile station using a bearer set in the radio base
station and communication service class information in
a flow unit inside the bearer from a policy and charging
rule server apparatus when the notification is received
and congestion does not occur on a side of the second
radio access network; and instructing, by the mobile man-
agement node, a serving gateway apparatus to perform
handover of a specific flow inside the bearer or the mobile
station to the second radio access network based on the
charging system information and the communication
service class information.
[0015] According to a sixth characteristic of the present
invention, there is provided a mobile management node
used in a mobile communication system including first
radio access network and second radio access network.
The mobile management node includes: a reception unit
configured to receive notification indicating detection of
congestion from a radio base station in the first radio
access network; an acquisition unit configured to acquire,
from a policy and charging rule server apparatus, charg-
ing system information regarding a mobile station using
a bearer set in a serving gateway apparatus and com-
munication service class information in a flow unit inside
the bearer when the notification is received and conges-
tion does not occur on a side of the second radio access
network; and a transmission unit configured to instruct
the serving gateway apparatus to perform handover of a

specific flow inside the bearer or the mobile station to the
second radio access network based on the charging sys-
tem information and the communication service class in-
formation.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0016]

Fig. 1 is a diagram illustrating the overall configura-
tion of a mobile communication system according to
a first embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 2 is a functional block diagram illustrating an S-
GW according to the first embodiment of the present
invention.
Fig. 3 is a functional block diagram illustrating a
PCRF according to the first embodiment of the
present invention.
Fig. 4 is a diagram for describing an operation of a
mobile communication system according to the first
embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 5 is a diagram for describing an operation of the
mobile communication system according to the first
embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 6 is a functional block diagram illustrating a
PCRF according to a first modification example of
the present invention.
Fig. 7 is a diagram for describing an operation of a
mobile communication system according to the first
modification example of the present invention.
Fig. 8 is a diagram for describing an operation of the
mobile communication system according to the first
modification example of the present invention.
Fig. 9 is a diagram for describing an operation of a
mobile communication system according to a sec-
ond modification example of the present invention.
Fig. 10 is a diagram for describing an operation of
the mobile communication system according to the
second modification example of the present inven-
tion.

Description of Embodiments

(Mobile Communication System According to First Em-
bodiment of the Invention)

[0017] A mobile communication system according to
a first embodiment of the present invention will be de-
scribed with reference to Figs. 1 to 5.
[0018] As illustrated in Fig. 1, the mobile communica-
tion system according to the present embodiment in-
cludes a Policy and Charging Rules Function or a policy
and charging rule server apparatus (PCRF), an Mobility
management Entity or a mobile management node
(MME), a PDN-Gateway (P-GW), an Serving-Gateway
(S-GW), an Home Subscriber Server or a subscriber in-
formation management server apparatus (HSS), and an
Serving GPRS Support Node or a packet switching ap-

3 4 
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paratus (SGSN).
[0019] The mobile communication system according
to the present embodiment includes a UTRAN/GERAN
including an Radio Network Controller (RNC) and a
NodeB (radio base station) and an E-UTRAN including
eNB#1 to eNB#3.
[0020] Here, the P-GW and the S-GW can be connect-
ed via an S5 interface, the S-GW and the eNB#1 to
eNB#3 can be connected via S1 interfaces, the MME and
the eNB#1 to eNB#3 can be connected via S1-MME in-
terfaces, the MME and the S-GW can be connected via
an S11 interface, and the PCRF and the P-GW can be
connected via a Gx interface.
[0021] When a Proxy Mobile IP (PMIP) is applied in
the S5 interface, the PCRF and the S-GW can be con-
nected via a Gxc interface.
[0022] That is, an Evolved Packet System-Radio Ac-
cess Bearer (EPS-RAB)or a radio access bearer can be
set between the eNB#1 to the eNB#3 and the UEs, an
S1 bearer corresponding to the EPS-RAB can be set
between the eNB#1 to the eNB#3 and the S-GW, and an
S5 bearer corresponding to the EPS-RAB/the S1 bearer
can be set between the S-GW and the P-GW.
[0023] The P-GW can be connected to Packet Data
Networks (PDNs) #1 and #2.
[0024] The P-GW has a Traffic Detection Function
(TDF) capable of performing Deep Packet Inspection
(DPI) in which a communication service class in a flow
unit inside each bearer (S1 bearer/S5 bearer or the like)
can be determined.
[0025] As illustrated in Fig. 2, the S-GW includes a de-
tection unit 11 and a transmission unit 12.
[0026] The detection unit 11 is configured to detect
congestion in the S-GW, specifically, congestion on the
E-UTRAN side and congestion of the UTRAN/GERAN
side.
[0027] For example, the detection unit 11 is configured
to detect the congestion in the S-GW when the number
of call requests processed in the S-GW exceeds an upper
limit of the number of call requests receivable in the S-
GW.
[0028] The transmission unit 12 is configured to notify
the PCRF that the detection unit 11 detects congestion
in the S-GW, when the detection unit 11 detects the con-
gestion.
[0029] As illustrated in Fig. 3, the PCRF includes a re-
ception unit 21, a Policy Decision Function (PDF) 22, and
a transmission unit 23.
[0030] The reception unit 21 is configured to receive
notification indicating that the congestion is detected,
from the S-GW.
[0031] The PDF 22 is configured to determine a control
policy caused due to the congestion in each bearer (or
each flow of each bearer).
[0032] Specifically, when the PDF 22 receives the no-
tification indicating that the congestion is detected in the
S-GW, the PDF 22 is configured to acquire charging sys-
tem information regarding the UEs using the S1 bearer

and the S5 bearer set in the S-GW from the HSS.
[0033] For example, the charging system information
is information indicating a charging system (for example,
a fixed charge, a charge for a premium service, or the
like) applied to the corresponding UE.
[0034] When the PDF 22 receives the notification in-
dicating that the congestion is detected in the S-GW, the
PDF 22 is configured to acquire communication service
class information in the flow unit inside the S1 bearer and
the S5 bearer from the P-GW.
[0035] For example, the communication service class
information is information indicating a class of the com-
munication service (for example, a large amount of video
download service or the like) provided by each flow.
[0036] The PDF 22 is configured to determine a band-
width adjustment method of a specific flow inside the S1
bearer and the S5 bearer based on the charging system
information and the communication service class infor-
mation.
[0037] For example, when the PDF22 receives the no-
tification indicating that the congestion is detected in the
S-GW, the PDF 22 may be configured not to change the
bandwidth of a flow which is used by a user to which the
premium service is applied or the bandwidth of a flow in
which a voice communication service is provided and
may be configured to decrease the bandwidth of a flow
which is used by a user to which a fixed charge is applied
and the bandwidth of a flow in which a large amount of
video download service is provided.
[0038] Based on the bandwidth adjustment method de-
termined by the PDF 22, the transmission unit 23 gives
an instruction to perform bandwidth adjustment on spe-
cific flows inside the S1 bearer and the S5 bearer to the
P-GW and the S-GW.
[0039] Hereinafter, an example of an operation of the
mobile communication system according to the present
embodiment will be described with reference to Figs. 4
and 5.
[0040] First, an operation in which the PMIP is applied
to the S5 interface will be described with reference to Fig.
4.
[0041] As illustrated in Fig. 4, when the S-GW detects
congestion on the E-UTRAN side in step S101, the S-
GW notifies the PCRF of the detection of the congestion
via the Gxc interface in step S102.
[0042] Based on the notification, the PDF in the PCRF
requests the P-GW to transmit the communication serv-
ice class information in the flow unit inside the S1 bearer
and the S5 bearer set in the S-GW via the Gx interface
in step S103A and requests the HSS to transmit the
charging system information regarding the UEs using the
S1 bearer and the S5 bearer in step S103B.
[0043] In step S103A, the TDF in the P-GW determines
a communication service class in the flow unit inside the
above-described S1 bearer and S5 bearer by performing
the DPI, and notifies the PDF in the PCRF of the deter-
mination result as the communication service class in-
formation via the Gx interface.
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[0044] In step S103B, the HSS acquires the charging
system information regarding the UEs using the above-
described S1 bearer and S5 bearer by searching a sub-
scriber information database and notifies the PDF in the
PCRF of the charging system information.
[0045] In step S104, based on the charging system
information and the communication service class infor-
mation, the PDF in the PCRF determines the bandwidth
adjustment method in the specific flows inside the S1
bearer and the S5 bearer and transmits, to the P-GW
and the S-GW, "Bearer Modification" indicating an in-
struction to adjust the bandwidths in the specific flows
inside the above-described S1 bearer and S5 bearer via
the Gx interface and the Gxc interface.
[0046] Here, instead of "Bearer Modification," "Update
Bearer" defined in TS23.401 of 3GPP may be used or
other messages may be used.
[0047] Thereafter, the S-GW and the P-GW adjust (de-
crease) the bandwidths of the specific flows inside the
S1 bearer and the S5 bearer according to "Bearer Mod-
ification."
[0048] Second, an operation in the case in which
GPRS Tunneling Protocol (GTP) is applied to the S5 in-
terface will be described with reference to Fig. 5.
[0049] As illustrated in Fig. 5, when the S-GW detects
congestion on the E-UTRAN side in step S201, the S-
GW notifies the P-GW of the detection of the congestion
via the S5 interface in step S202.
[0050] In step S203, the TDF of the P-GW determines
a communication service class in the flow unit inside the
S1 bearer and the S5 bearer set in the S-GW by perform-
ing the DPI according to the notification and notifies the
PDF in the PCRF of the determination result as the com-
munication service class information via the Gx interface
in addition to the above-described notification.
[0051] In step S204, the PDF in the PCRF acquires
the charging system information regarding the UEs using
the S1 bearer and the S5 bearer from the HSS.
[0052] In step S205, based on the charging system
information and the communication service class infor-
mation, the PDF in the PCRF determines the bandwidth
adjustment method in the specific flows inside the S1
bearer and the S5 bearer and transmits, to the P-GW,
"Bearer Modification" indicating an instruction to adjust
the bandwidths in the specific flows inside the above-
described S1 bearer and S5 bearer via the Gx interface.
[0053] In step S206, the P-GW adjusts (decreases) the
bandwidths of the specific flows inside the S1 bearer and
the S5 bearer according to "Bearer Modification" and
transmits, to the S-GW, "Bearer Modification" indicating
an instruction to adjust the bandwidths in the specific
flows inside the above-described S1 bearer and S5 bear-
er via the S5 interface.
[0054] Thereafter, the S-GW adjusts (decreases) the
bandwidths of the specific flows inside the S1 bearer and
the S5 bearer according to "Bearer Modification."
[0055] In the mobile communication system according
to the present embodiment, when the S-GW detects con-

gestion, the S-GW can notify the PCRF of the detection
of the congestion and the PDF in the PCRF can deter-
mine the bandwidth adjustment method of the specific
flows inside the S1 bearer and the S5 bearer in cooper-
ation with the TDF in the P-GW. Thus, communications
can be allowed to continue as many as possible.

(First Modification Example)

[0056] Hereinafter, a mobile communication system
according to a first modification example of the present
invention will be described focusing on differences from
the mobile communication system according to the
above-described first embodiment with reference to Figs.
6 to 8.
[0057] As illustrated in Fig. 6, an MME according to the
first modification example includes a reception unit 31,
an acquisition unit 32, a determination unit 23, and a
transmission unit 24.
[0058] The reception unit 31 is configured to receive
notification indicating detection of congestion from an
eNB.
[0059] The acquisition unit 32 is configured to acquire,
from the PDF in the PCRF, charging system information
regarding the UE using the S1 bearer set in the eNB and
communication service class information in the flow unit
inside the S1 bearer when notification indicating detec-
tion of congestion in the eNB is received by the reception
unit 31 and congestion does not occur on the
UTRAN/GERAN side.
[0060] The determination unit 33 is configured to de-
termine whether or not handover of a specific flow inside
the S1 bearer is performed based on the charging system
information and the communication service class infor-
mation acquired by the acquisition unit 32.
[0061] The transmission unit 34 is configured to in-
struct the S-GW to perform handover of the specific flow
inside the S1 bearer based on the determination result
by the determination unit 33.
[0062] Hereinafter, an example of an operation of the
mobile communication system according to the first mod-
ification example will be described with reference to Figs.
7 and 8.
[0063] First, an operation in the case in which the PMIP
is applied in an S5 interface will be described with refer-
ence to Fig. 7.
[0064] As illustrated in Fig. 7, when the eNB #1 detects
congestion in the eNB by detecting buffer overflow in step
S301, the eNB #1 notifies the MME of the detection of
the congestion via the S1-MME interface in step S302.
[0065] In step S303, when the MME receives the no-
tification and determines that congestion does not occur
in the UTRAN/GERAN side, the MME transmits, to the
S-GW via the S11 interface, a request signal making a
request for the charging system information regarding
the UE using the S1 bearer set in the eNB and the com-
munication service class information in the flow unit in-
side the S1 bearer.
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[0066] In step S304, the S-GW transmits the request
signal to the PCRF via the Gxc interface.
[0067] The PDF in the PCRF acquires the communi-
cation service class information in the flow unit inside the
S 1 bearer from the TDF in the P-GW via the Gx interface
in step S305A, and acquires the charging system infor-
mation regarding the UE using the S1 bearer from the
HSS in step S305B.
[0068] The PDF in the PCRF notifies the S-GW of the
charging system information and the communication
service class information via the Gxc interface in step
S306, and the S-GW notifies the MME of the charging
system information and the communication service class
information via the S11 interface in step S307.
[0069] As a result, when the MME determines that
handover of the specific flow inside the S1 bearer or the
mobile station UE (all of the flows of the mobile stations
UE) is performed based on the acquired charging system
information and communication service class informa-
tion, the MME instructs the S-GW to perform the hando-
ver of the specific flow inside the S1 bearer or the mobile
stations UE (all of the flows of the mobile stations UE) to
the UTRAN/GERAN.
[0070] According to the instruction, the S-GW switches
the specific flow inside the S1 bearer or the mobile sta-
tions UE (all of the flows of the mobile stations UE) from
the E-UTRAN to the UTRAN/GERAN.
[0071] Second, an operation in the case in which GTP
is applied in the S5 interface will be described with ref-
erence to Fig. 8.
[0072] As illustrated in Fig. 8, when the eNB #1 detects
congestion in the eNB by detecting buffer overflow in step
S401, the eNB #1 notifies the MME of the detection of
the congestion via the S1-MME interface in step S402.
[0073] In step S403, when the MME receives the no-
tification and determines that congestion does not occur
on the UTRAN/GERAN side, the MME transmits, to the
S-GW via the S11 interface, a request signal making a
request for the charging system information regarding
the UE using the S1 bearer set in the eNB and the com-
munication service class information in the flow unit in-
side the S1 bearer.
[0074] In step S404, the S-GW transmits the request
signal to the P-GW via the S5 interface.
[0075] In step S405, the TDF in the P-GW determines
the communication service class in the flow unit inside
the S1 bearer set in the eNB by performing the DPI ac-
cording to the request signal and notifies the PDF in the
PCRF of the determination result in addition to the above-
described request signal as the communication service
class information via the Gx interface.
[0076] In step S406, the PDF in the PCRF acquires
the charging system information regarding the UE using
the S1 bearer from the HSS.
[0077] The PDF in the PCRF notifies the P-GW of the
charging system information and the communication
service class information via the Gx interface in step
S407, the SPGW notifies the S-GW of the charging sys-

tem information and the communication service class in-
formation via the S5 interface in step S408, and the S-
GW notifies the MME of the charging system information
and the communication service class information via the
S11 interface in step S409.
[0078] As a result, when the MME determines that
handover of the specific flow inside the S1 bearer or the
mobile stations UE (all of the flows of the mobile stations
UE) is performed based on the acquired charging system
information and communication service class informa-
tion, the MME instructs the S-GW to perform the hando-
ver of the specific flow inside the S1 bearer or the mobile
stations UE (all of the flows of the mobile stations UE) to
the UTRAN/GERAN.
[0079] According to the instruction, the S-GW switches
the specific flow inside the S1 bearer or the mobile sta-
tions UE (all of the flows of the mobile stations UE) from
the E-UTRAN to the UTRAN/GERAN.
[0080] In the mobile communication system according
to the first modification example, the MME can determine
whether the handover of the specific flow or the mobile
stations UE (all of the flows of the mobile stations UE) to
the UTRAN/GERAN is performed in consideration of the
congestion status of the UTRAN/GERAN when the MME
detects that the congestion occurs in the eNB.

(Second Modification Example)

[0081] Next, a mobile communication system accord-
ing to a second modification example of the present in-
vention will be described focusing on differences from
the mobile communication system according to the
above-described first embodiment with reference to Figs.
9 and 10.
[0082] Hereinafter, an example of an operation of the
mobile communication system according to the second
modification example will be described with reference to
Figs. 9 and 10.
[0083] First, an operation in the case in which the PMIP
is applied in an S5 interface will be described with refer-
ence to Fig. 9.
[0084] As illustrated in Fig. 9, when the S-GW detects
congestion on the E-UTRAN side in step S501, the S-
GW notifies the PDF in the PCRF of the detection of the
congestion via the Gxc interface in step S502.
[0085] When the PDF in the PCRF receives the notifi-
cation and determines that congestion does not occur on
the UTRAN/GERAN side, the PDF acquires the commu-
nication service class information in the flow unit inside
the S1 bearer from the TDF in the P-GW via the Gx in-
terface in step S503A, and acquires the charging system
information regarding the UE using the S1 bearer from
the HSS in step S503B.
[0086] Here, when the PDF in the PCRF determines
that handover of the specific flow inside the S1 bearer or
the mobile stations UE (all of the flows of the mobile sta-
tions UE) is performed based on the acquired charging
system information and the communication service class
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information, the PDF instructs the S-GW to perform the
handover of the specific flow inside the S1 bearer or the
mobile stations UE (all of the flows of the mobile stations
UE) to the UTRAN/GERAN via the Gxc interface in step
S504.
[0087] According to the instruction, the S-GW switches
the specific flow inside the S1 bearer or the mobile sta-
tions UE (all of the flows of the mobile stations UE) from
the E-UTRAN to the UTRAN/GERAN.
[0088] Second, an operation in the case in which GTP
is applied in the S5 interface will be described with ref-
erence to Fig. 10.
[0089] As illustrated in Fig. 10, when the S-GW detects
congestion on the E-UTRAN side in step S601, the S-
GW notifies the P-GW of the detection of the congestion
via the S5 in step S602.
[0090] In step S603, the TDF in the P-GW determines
the communication service class of the flow unit inside
the S1 bearer set in the S-GW by performing the DPI
according to the notification, and notifies the PDF in the
PCRF of the determination result as the communication
service class information via the Gx interface in addition
to the above-described notification.
[0091] When the PDF in the PCRF receives the notifi-
cation and determines that congestion does not occur on
the UTRAN/GERAN side, the PDF acquires the charging
system information regarding the UE using the S1 bearer
from the HSS in step S604.
[0092] When the PDF in the PCRF determines that
handover of the specific flow inside the S1 bearer or the
mobile stations UE (all of the flows of the mobile stations
UE) is performed based on the acquired charging system
information and the communication service class infor-
mation, the PDF transmits, to the P-GW, a handover in-
struction signal instructing to perform the handover of the
specific flow inside the S1 bearer or the mobile stations
UE (all of the flows of the mobile stations UE) to the
UTRAN/GERAN via the Gx interface in step S605.
[0093] In step S606, the P-GW transmits the handover
instruction signal to the S-GW via the S5 interface.
[0094] According to the instruction, the S-GW switches
the specific flow inside the S1 bearer or the mobile sta-
tions UE (all of the flows of the mobile stations UE) from
the E-UTRAN to the UTRAN/GERAN.
[0095] In the mobile communication system according
to the second modification example, the PDF in the PCRF
can determine whether the handover of the specific flow
or the mobile stations UE (all of the flows of the mobile
stations UE) to the UTRAN/GERAN is performed in con-
sideration of the congestion status of the UTRAN/GER-
AN when the PDF detects that the congestion occurs in
the S-GW.
[0096] The characteristics of the present embodiment
described above may be expressed as follows.
[0097] According to a first characteristic of the present
embodiment, a mobile communication method includes:
notifying, by the serving gateway apparatus (S-GW), the
policy and charging rule server apparatus (PCRF), spe-

cifically, the PDF in the PCRF of detection of congestion
when the congestion is detected; acquiring, by the PDF
in the PCRF, the charging system information regarding
the UEs (mobile station) using the S1 bearer and the S5
bearer (bearer) set in the S-GW from the (subscriber in-
formation management server apparatus (HSS) accord-
ing to the notification; acquiring, by the PDF in the PCRF,
the communication service class information in the flow
unit inside the S1 bearer and the S5 bearer from the
packet data network gateway apparatus (P-GW) accord-
ing to the notification; and performing, by the PDF in the
PCRF, bandwidth adjustment in specific flows inside the
S1 bearer and the S5 bearer based on the charging sys-
tem information and the communication service class in-
formation of the flow unit.
[0098] According to a second characteristic of the
present embodiment, the PCRF includes: the reception
unit 21 configured to receive notification indicating de-
tection of congestion from the S-GW; and the PDF (con-
trol unit) 22 configured to perform bandwidth adjustment
in the specific flow inside the S1 bearer and the S5 bearer
according to the notification based on the charging sys-
tem information which is acquired from the HSS and re-
garding the UEs using the S1 bearer and the S5 bearer
set in the S-GW, and the communication service class
information in the flow unit inside the S1 bearer and the
S5 bearer which are acquired from the P-GW.
[0099] According to a third characteristic of the present
embodiment, a mobile communication method includes:
notifying, by the S-GW connected to the E-UTRAN (first
radio access network) and the UTRAN/GERAN (second
radio access network), the PDF in the PCRF of detection
of congestion, when the S-GW detects the congestion
on the E-UTRAN side; acquiring, by the PDF in the PCRF,
the charging system information regarding the UE using
the S1 bearer set in the S-GW from the HSS and acquiring
the communication service class information in the flow
unit inside the S1 bearer from the P-GW, when the noti-
fication is received and the congestion does not occur
on the UTRAN/GERAN side; and instructing, by the PDF
in the PCRF, the S-GW to perform handover of the spe-
cific flow inside the S1 bearer or the mobile station UE
to the UTRAN/GERAN based on the charging system
information and the communication service class infor-
mation of the flow unit.
[0100] According to a fourth characteristic of the
present embodiment, the PCRF includes: the reception
unit 21 configured to receive, from the S-GW connected
to the E-UTRAN and the UTRAN/GERAN, notification
indicating detection of congestion on the E-UTRAN side;
and the PDF 22 configured to instruct the S-GW to per-
form handover of the specific flow inside the S1 bearer
or the mobile station UE to the UTRAN/GERAN based
on the charging system information, which is acquired
from the HSS and regarding the mobile station UE using
the S1 bearer set in the S-GW, and the communication
service class information in the flow unit inside the S1
bearer which is acquired from the P-GW, when the noti-
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fication is received and the congestion does not occur
on a side of the UTRAN/GERAN.
[0101] According to a fifth characteristic of the present
embodiment, a mobile communication method in the mo-
bile communication system including the E-UTRAN and
the UTRAN/GERAN includes: notifying, by the eNB (ra-
dio base station) in the E-UTRAN, the mobile manage-
ment node (MME) of detection of congestion when the
congestion is detected; acquiring, by the MME, the charg-
ing system information regarding the mobile station UE
using the S1 bearer set in the eNB and the communica-
tion service class information in the flow unit inside the
S1 bearer from the PDF in the PCRF when the notification
is received and congestion does not occur on the
UTRAN/GERAN side; and instructing, by the MME, the
S-GW to perform handover of the specific flow inside the
S1 bearer or the UE to the UTRAN/GERAN based on
the charging system information and the communication
service class information of the flow unit.
[0102] According to a sixth characteristic of the present
embodiment, the MME used in the mobile communica-
tion system including the E-UTRAN and the
UTRAN/GERAN includes: the reception unit 31 config-
ured to receive notification indicating detection of con-
gestion from the eNB in the E-UTRAN; the acquisition
unit 32 configured to acquire, from the PDF in the PCRF,
the charging system information regarding the UE using
the S1 bearer set in the eNB and the communication
service class information in the flow unit inside the S1
bearer when the notification is received and congestion
does not occur on the UTRAN/GERAN side; and the
transmission unit 34 configured to instruct the S-GW to
perform handover of the specific flow inside the S1 bearer
or the mobile station UE to the UTRAN/GERAN based
on the charging system information and the communica-
tion service class information.
[0103] The operations of the UE, the eNB, the MME,
the S-GW, the P-GW, the PCRF, the SGSN, the RNC,
the NodeB, and the HSS described above may be per-
formed by hardware, may be performed by a software
module executed by a processor, or may be performed
by a combination of the hardware and the software mod-
ule.
[0104] The software module may be installed in a stor-
age medium of any format such as a Random Access
Memory (RAM), a flash memory, a Read Only Memory
(ROM), an Erasable Programmable ROM (EPROM), an
Electronically Erasable and Programmable ROM (EEP-
ROM), a register, a hard disk, a removable disc, or a CD-
ROM.
[0105] The storage medium is connected to the proc-
essor so that the processor can read and write informa-
tion from and on the storage medium. The storage me-
dium may be integrated into the processor. The storage
medium and the process may be installed in an ASIC.
The ASIC may be installed in the UE, the eNB, the MME,
the S-GW, the P-GW, the PCRF, the SGSN, the RNC,
the NodeB, the HSS, or the like. The storage medium

and the processor may be installed as a discrete com-
ponent in the UE, the eNB, the MME, the S-GW, the P-
GW, the PCRF, the SGSN, the RNC, the NodeB, the
HSS, or the like.
[0106] The present invention has been described in
detail using the above-described embodiments, but it
should be apparent to those skilled in the art that the
present invention is not limited to the embodiments de-
scribed in the present specification. The present inven-
tion can be corrected and modified without departing from
the gist and scope of the present invention determined
in the claims of the present invention. Accordingly, the
disclosure of the present specification is made to de-
scribe examples and does not have any limiting meaning
to the present invention.
[0107] The entire content of Japanese Patent Applica-
tion No. 2011-246553 (filed November 10, 2011) is in-
corporated by reference.

Industrial Applicability

[0108] As described above, when congestion in the S-
GW is detected, the present invention can provide the
mobile communication method, the policy and charging
rule server apparatus, and the mobile management node
capable of continuing communications as many as pos-
sible.
[0109] Specifically, the present invention can provide
the mobile communication method, the policy and charg-
ing rule server apparatus, and the mobile management
node capable of adjusting bandwidths of the specific
flows in consideration of the policy and charging rules.
[0110] The present invention can also provide the mo-
bile communication method, the policy and charging rule
server apparatus, and the mobile management node ca-
pable of selecting a specific flow in consideration of the
policy and charging rules and performing handover of
communication or a mobile station to an available radio
access side.

Reference Signs List

[0111]

UE Mobile station
eNB, NodeB Radio base station
MME Mobile management node
S-GW Serving gateway apparatus
P-GW Packet data network gateway apparatus
PCRF Policy and charging rule server appara-

tus
SGSN Packet switching apparatus
RNC Radio network controller
HSS
11 Detection unit
12, 23, 34 Transmission unit
21, 31 Reception unit
22 PDF
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32 Acquisition unit
33 Determination unit

Claims

1. A mobile communication method comprising:

notifying, by a serving gateway apparatus, a pol-
icy and charging rule server apparatus of detec-
tion of congestion when the congestion is de-
tected;
acquiring, by the policy and charging rule server
apparatus, charging system information regard-
ing a mobile station using a bearer set in the
serving gateway apparatus from a subscriber in-
formation management server apparatus ac-
cording to the notification;
acquiring, by the policy and charging rule server
apparatus, communication service class infor-
mation in a flow unit inside the bearer from a
packet data network gateway apparatus accord-
ing to the notification; and
performing, by the policy and charging rule serv-
er apparatus, bandwidth adjustment in a specific
flow inside the bearer based on the charging
system information and the communication
service class information.

2. A policy and charging rule server apparatus com-
prising:

a reception unit configured to receive notification
indicating detection of congestion from a serving
gateway apparatus; and
a control unit configured to perform bandwidth
adjustment in a specific flow inside a bearer ac-
cording to the notification based on charging
system information which is acquired from a
subscriber information management server ap-
paratus and is information regarding a mobile
station using the bearer set in the serving gate-
way apparatus, and communication service
class information in a flow unit inside the bearer
which is acquired from a packet data network
gateway apparatus.

3. A mobile communication method comprising:

notifying, by a serving gateway apparatus con-
nected to first radio access network and second
radio access network, a policy and charging rule
server apparatus of detection of congestion,
when the congestion is detected on a side of the
first radio access network;
acquiring, by the policy and charging rule server
apparatus, charging system information regard-
ing a mobile station using a bearer set in the

serving gateway apparatus from a subscriber in-
formation management server apparatus and
acquiring communication service class informa-
tion in a flow unit inside the bearer from a packet
data network gateway apparatus, when the no-
tification is received and the congestion does
not occur on a side of the second radio access
network; and
instructing, by the policy and charging rule serv-
er apparatus, the serving gateway apparatus to
perform handover of a specific flow inside the
bearer or the mobile station to the second radio
access network based on the charging system
information and the communication service
class information.

4. A policy and charging rule server apparatus com-
prising:

a reception unit configured to receive, from a
serving gateway apparatus connected to first ra-
dio access network and second radio access
network, notification indicating detection of con-
gestion on a side of the first radio access net-
work; and
a control unit configured to instruct the serving
gateway apparatus to perform handover of a
specific flow or a mobile station to the second
radio access network based on charging system
information, which is acquired from a subscriber
information management server apparatus and
is information regarding the mobile station using
a bearer set in a radio base station, and com-
munication service class information in a flow
unit inside the bearer which is acquired from a
packet data network gateway apparatus, when
the notification is received and the congestion
does not occur on a side of the second radio
access network.

5. A mobile communication method in a mobile com-
munication system including first radio access net-
work and second radio access network, the mobile
communication method comprising:

notifying, by a radio base station in the first radio
access network, a mobile management node of
detection of congestion when the congestion is
detected;
acquiring, by the mobile management node,
charging system information regarding a mobile
station using a bearer set in the radio base sta-
tion and communication service class informa-
tion in a flow unit inside the bearer from a policy
and charging rule server apparatus when the
notification is received and congestion does not
occur on a side of the second radio access net-
work; and
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instructing, by the mobile management node, a
serving gateway apparatus to perform handover
of a specific flow inside the bearer or the mobile
station to the second radio access network
based on the charging system information and
the communication service class information.

6. A mobile management node used in a mobile com-
munication system including first radio access net-
work and second radio access network, the mobile
management node comprising:

a reception unit configured to receive notification
indicating detection of congestion from a radio
base station in the first radio access network;
an acquisition unit configured to acquire, from a
policy and charging rule server apparatus,
charging system information regarding a mobile
station using a bearer set in a serving gateway
apparatus and communication service class in-
formation in a flow unit inside the bearer when
the notification is received and congestion does
not occur on a side of the second radio access
network; and
a transmission unit configured to instruct the
serving gateway apparatus to perform handover
of a specific flow inside the bearer or the mobile
station to the second radio access network
based on the charging system information and
the communication service class information.

17 18 



EP 2 779 753 A1

11



EP 2 779 753 A1

12



EP 2 779 753 A1

13



EP 2 779 753 A1

14



EP 2 779 753 A1

15



EP 2 779 753 A1

16



EP 2 779 753 A1

17



EP 2 779 753 A1

18



EP 2 779 753 A1

19



EP 2 779 753 A1

20

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 2 779 753 A1

21

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 2 779 753 A1

22

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• JP 2011246553 A [0107]


	bibliography
	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report
	cited references

