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(54) ELECTRIC SUPERCHARGER USING WASTE HEAT FROM INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINE 
AND POWER SUPPLY METHOD THEREOF

(57) An object is to improve fuel consumption, driv-
ability and exhaust gas purification by efficiently convert-
ing waste heat of the engine into electrical power and
storing the electrical power in a dedicated electric storage
so that the boost pressure from the electric air compres-
sor can be flexibly outputted. The electric supercharging
device includes a steam cycle device 2 configured to ex-
pand the steam generated by waste heat of an engine 1
to rotate an expander 25, a first generator 5 connected
to the expander 25 and configured to generate an elec-
trical power by torque of the expander 25, a dedicated
battery 8 which stores the electrical power generated by
the first generator 5, and an electric supercharger 9 con-
figured to drive a compressor 11 with a motor 14 driven
by the electrical power of the dedicated battery 9 to gen-
erate compressed air.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] This invention relates to an electric supercharg-
ing device which drives an electric compressor using the
electrical energy generated by utilizing waste heat of an
internal combustion engine (hereinafter, referred to as
"engine"), and a power supplying method thereof.

BACKGROUND

[0002] A turbocharger which drives a compressor by
utilizing exhaust gas of an engine to supercharge intake
air is generally used as a measure for attaining high out-
put of the engine, reducing fuel consumption, and puri-
fying the exhaust gas.
[0003] However, in the turbocharger that drives a tur-
bine with the exhaust gas to drive a compressor directly
coupled to the rotational shaft of the turbine, there is a
problem of so-called turbo lag, taking time to complete
sufficient supercharge by a compressor after a sufficient
amount of exhaust gas of the engine has been dis-
charged.
[0004] As a countermeasure thereof, used is a turbo-
charger accompanied by an electric motor, which drives
a compressor by the electric motor.
[0005] As an example, JP2008-175126A (Patent Doc-
ument 1) is disclosed. According to Patent Document 1,
there is disclosed an electric motor axially coupled to the
rotational shaft of a turbocharger and a technology of
recovering energy by taking in a part or all of the exhaust
gas having driven the turbocharger, converting the en-
ergy into electrical power to be stored, and driving the
electric motor by the stored electrical power.
[0006] As the electric motor is axially coupled to the
rotational shaft of the turbocharger, the rotation response
of the turbine driven by the motor is insufficient due to
the rotational inertia and the rotation load of the turbine.
[0007] Also, it is inefficient to drive the turbine again
by the exhaust gas that has once driven the turbine.
[0008] Further, JP2010-190145A (Patent Document
2) discloses an electric compressor which supplies com-
pressed air to an internal combustion engine by driving
a compressor to rotate by an electric motor to compress
air, a turbine generator which generates electrical power
by driving a generator by a turbine driven by the exhaust
gas from the internal combustion engine, an electric stor-
age means for storing electricity generated in the turbine
generator and supplying the electricity to the electric
compressor, and a technology of arranging an exhaust
gas purifying device on the exhaust gas flow path be-
tween the internal combustion engine and the turbine.
[0009] In this case, using a large amount of electrical
power for the electric compressor reduces the power-
supply voltage of the electric storage means, which neg-
atively affects the operation of other devices and equip-
ments sharing the same power supply with the electric

storage means.
[0010] Also, frequent charge and discharge of the elec-
trical power accelerates the deterioration of the battery
of the electric storage means (in the case of a battery).
[0011] Further, when a large amount of electrical pow-
er is used for the electric compressor and the amount of
electric charge of the electric storage means is de-
creased, the supercharging ability is reduced and the re-
sponse of the engine is delayed, which makes the driver
feel anxious.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0012]

Patent Document 1: JP2008-175126A

Patent Document 2: JP2010-190145A

SUMMARY

Technical Problem

[0013] However, in the technology disclosed in Patent
Document 1, the electric motor is axially coupled to the
rotational shaft of the turbocharger. Thus, the rotational
inertia and the rotational load of the turbine cause the
rotation response of the turbine driven by the motor to
be insufficient. Also, it is inefficient to drive the turbine
again by the exhaust gas that has once driven the turbine.
[0014] Further, Patent Document 2 has disadvantages
such as negative impact on the operation of other devices
and equipments sharing the power supply with the elec-
tric storage means, and reduced supercharging ability
due to consumption of the electric storage means, which
delays the response of the engine and makes the driver
feel anxious.

Solution to Problem

[0015] The present invention has been made in order
to solve the above problems, and is to improve fuel con-
sumption, drivability and exhaust gas purification by ef-
ficiently converting waste heat of the engine into electrical
power and storing the electrical power in a dedicated
electric storage so that the boost pressure from the elec-
tric air compressor can be flexibly outputted.
[0016] In order to solve such problems, the present
invention comprises:

a steam cycle device configured to rotate a steam
turbine with a steam generated by a heat of an ex-
haust gas discharged from an engine;
a first generating device configured to generate an
electrical power by a torque of the steam turbine;
a first electric storage which stores the electrical
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power generated by the first generating device;
a motor configured to be driven by the electrical pow-
er of the first electric storage; and
an electric supercharger configured to drive a com-
pressor with a motor driven by the electrical power
of the first electric storage to generate a compressed
air.

[0017] According to the present invention, it is possible
to generate compressed air in accordance with the op-
eration state of the existing equipments because the
electrical power generated by the waste heat and stored
is used, not the electrical power to be supplied for the
existing electric components which use the engine as
their power supply to operate existing equipments.
[0018] Also, increase in the exhaust pressure of the
engine is suppressed because the electric supercharger
is used and there is no turbine, which makes it possible
to achieve fuel consumption equivalent to that of a nat-
urally-aspirated engine.
[0019] It is possible to reduce the cost because the
electric supercharger is used, which makes the ambient
temperature relatively low, and thus high thermal resist-
ance is not required for the motor inverter.
[0020] Also, preferably in the present invention, the
electric supercharging device may further comprise:

an exhaust gas turbine disposed on an upstream
side of the steam cycle device in an exhaust gas
system and configured to be driven by the exhaust
gas; and
a second generating device connected to the ex-
haust gas turbine,
wherein the electrical power generated by the sec-
ond generating device is configured to be stored in
the first electric storage.

[0021] With the above configuration, the exhaust gas
turbine generating device is provided on the upstream
side of the steam cycle device in the exhaust gas system.
As a result, the temperature of the exhaust gas after driv-
ing the turbine is high enough, which makes it possible
to improve the efficiency in recovering energy by gener-
ating electrical power with the exhaust gas turbine gen-
erating device and generating electrical power with the
steam cycle device to utilize the motion energy and ther-
mal energy of the exhaust gas.
[0022] Also, preferably in the present invention, the first
generating device may include an exhaust gas turbine
configured to be driven by the exhaust gas in addition to
the steam turbine configured to be driven by the steam,
the exhaust gas turbine and the steam turbine being ar-
ranged coaxially and in series.
[0023] The rotational shaft of the exhaust gas turbine
and the rotational shaft of the steam turbine are arranged
in series. Thus, it is possible to decrease the number of
the converters and the generators by increasing the pow-
er generation amount of the generator in accordance with

the increasing driving force of the generator, thereby re-
ducing the installed number of the generators. As a result,
it is possible to reduce the cost as well as to stabilize the
quality by the allowance in the design layout for arrange-
ment.
[0024] Also, preferably in the present invention, cou-
pling between rotational shafts of the steam turbine and
the exhaust gas turbine, or of the steam turbine and the
first generating device may be coupled by a non-contact
coupling.
[0025] Accordingly, coupling between rotational shafts
of the steam turbine and the exhaust gas turbine, or of
the steam turbine and the first generating device is cou-
pled by the non-contact coupling. As a result, it is possible
to seal the steam cycle device so that the steam in the
steam cycle device does not leak out, which makes it
easier to perform maintenance as well as to prevent de-
crease of the steam being a medium.
[0026] Also, preferably in the present invention, a tur-
bocharger may be disposed on the upstream side of the
steam cycle device in the exhaust gas system, and the
compressed air discharged from the turbocharger or the
electric supercharger may be configured to be supplied
to an intake side of the compressor of one of the turbo-
charger or the electric supercharger from other one of
the turbocharger or the electric supercharger, thereby
realizing a two-stage supercharging.
[0027] With the above configuration, the turbocharger
and the electric supercharger are arranged in series in
the air supply system. As a result, it is possible to increase
the supercharging pressure, as well as to suppress in-
crease in the exhaust pressure of the engine even though
the supercharging pressure becomes high, thereby im-
proving the output of the engine and the fuel consump-
tion.
[0028] Also, preferably in the present invention, the su-
percharging device may further comprise an exhaust gas
purifying device disposed between the steam cycle de-
vice and the turbocharger; and
a wastegate valve disposed on an upstream side of the
turbocharger in an exhaust gas system to adjust an
amount of the exhaust gas introduced into the turbo-
charger,
wherein the exhaust gas introduced into the turbocharger
is configured to be introduced into the steam cycle device
via the exhaust gas purifying device, and
wherein the exhaust gas from the wastegate valve is con-
figured to be introduced to the steam cycle device via a
bypass line bypassing the exhaust gas turbocharger.
[0029] With the above configuration, the effect of heat-
ing the catalyst accommodated in the exhaust gas puri-
fying device is maintained by disposing the exhaust gas
purifying device on an upstream side of the steam cycle
device in the exhaust gas system. Also, increase in driv-
ing resistance of the turbine is prevented by introducing
the exhaust gas that has bypassed the wastegate into
the exhaust gas pipe connecting the exhaust gas purify-
ing device and the steam cycle device.

3 4 
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[0030] Also, preferably in the present invention, the su-
percharging device may further comprise a second elec-
tric storage for operating a device whose drive source is
the engine, wherein the electrical power is interchanged
between one of the electric storages and other one of
the electric storages when one of the first electric storage
or the second electric storage has an allowance in a re-
quired amount of electric charge required for operation
by said one of the electric storages and the other one of
the electric storages has an insufficient amount of electric
charge to meet the required amount of electric charge.
[0031] Also, preferably in the present invention, a pow-
er supplying method is for an electric supercharging de-
vice utilizing a waste heat of an internal combustion en-
gine, the electric supercharging device comprising: a
steam cycle device configured to rotate a steam turbine
with a steam generated by a heat of an exhaust gas dis-
charged from an engine; a first generating device con-
nected to the steam turbine and configured to generate
an electrical power by a torque of the steam turbine; a
first electric storage which stores the electrical power
generated by the first generating device; a second elec-
tric storage for device operation for operating a device
whose drive source is the engine; and an electric super-
charger configured to drive a compressor with a motor
driven by the electrical power of the first electric storage
to generate a compressed air. The method comprises
the steps of:

checking a state of electric charge of each of the
electric storages;
determining whether the checked state of electric
charge satisfies a required amount of electric charge
for usage state of each of the electric storages; and
interchanging the electrical power between one of
the electric storages and other one of the electric
storages when one of the electric storages has an
allowance in the required amount of electric charge
and the other one of the electric storages has an
insufficient amount of electric charge.

[0032] With the above configuration, when the amount
of electric charge of each of the electric storage device
for operating the devices and the other electric storage
is checked and determined to be short, the electrical pow-
er is interchanged between each other to secure the per-
formance of the function. Also, when the amount of elec-
tric charge is insufficient, the supercharging effect de-
creases but does not become zero, which makes it pos-
sible to obtain the effect of the amount of minimum re-
quirement without the device being stopped.

Advantageous Effects

[0033] It is possible to generate compressed air in ac-
cordance with the operation state of the vehicle because
the electrical power generated by the waste heat and
stored is used, not the electrical power to be supplied for

the exiting electric components of the vehicle.
[0034] It is possible to reduce the cost because the
electric supercharger is used, which makes the ambient
temperature relatively low, and thus high thermal resist-
ance is not required for the motor inverter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0035]

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram for explaining the con-
figuration according to the first embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram for explaining the con-
figuration according to the second embodiment of
the present invention.
FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram for explaining the con-
figuration according to the third embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram for explaining the con-
figuration according to the fourth embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram for explaining the con-
figuration according to the fifth embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 6 is a conceptual diagram of the power man-
agement system according to the present invention.
FIG. 7 is a flow chart of control of the power man-
agement system according to the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0036] Embodiments of the present invention will now
be described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings. It is intended, however, that unless particularly
specified, dimensions, materials, shapes, relative posi-
tions and the like of components described in the em-
bodiments shall be interpreted as illustrative only and not
limitative of the scope of the present invention.

(First embodiment)

[0037] A schematic diagram of the entire configuration
of an electric supercharging device utilizing the waste
heat of the engine according to the first present invention
is shown, where 1 is the engine.
[0038] The exhaust gas discharged from the engine 1
is introduced into a steam cycle device 2 which converts
heat of the exhaust gas into rotation energy via an ex-
haust gas pipe 1a. The rotation energy of the steam cycle
device 2 drives the first generator 5 via a magnet coupling
7 being a non-contact coupling to generate alternate cur-
rent. The alternate current is converted into direct current
by the first converter 6 provided adjacent to the first gen-
erator 5 (the first generator 5 and the first converter 6
collectively form the first generating device 3), and then
the direct current is stored in the battery 8 being the first
electric storage.
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[0039] 9 is the electric supercharger which drives the
first compressor 11 connected to a motor 14 powered by
the electrical power stored in the battery 8 to turn the
intake air into compressed air, which is introduced into
the engine 1.
[0040] The steam cycle device 2 includes an evapora-
tor 24 which changes a medium R from liquid to steam
by heat of the exhaust gas and an expander 25 being a
steam turbine which expands and converts the steam
having been vaporized in the evaporator 24 into rotation
energy. The steam discharged from the expander 25 is
introduced into an economizer 23. Inside the economizer
23, the medium R, which is to be changed from steam
to liquid in the following condenser 21, is superheated in
advance by heat of the exhaust gas.
[0041] After passing through the economizer 23, the
medium R is cooled by the condenser 21 and changed
from steam to liquid.
[0042] The medium R having been condensed in the
condenser 21 is transmitted to the economizer 23 by the
water supply pump 22 to be preheated by the exhaust
gas as described above. The preheated medium R is
introduced again into the evaporator 24 and changed
from liquid to steam.
[0043] Although an alternative chlorofluorocarbon is
used as the medium R in the present embodiment, the
same effect can be attained with other media that have
equivalent function.
[0044] Also, although the economizer 23 is used in the
present embodiment, it can be omitted when the exhaust
gas has high temperature and the change from liquid to
steam is sufficiently performed by heat of the exhaust
gas in the evaporator 24.
[0045] Moreover, when the exhaust gas has low tem-
perature and the change from liquid to steam is not suf-
ficiently performed by heat of the exhaust gas in the evap-
orator 24, another device may be additionally provided
for superheating.
[0046] The first generating device 3 includes the first
generator 5 being the first alternate current generator
and the first converter 6, which converts the alternate
current generated by the first generator 5 into direct cur-
rent.
[0047] The first generator 5 is configured such that the
rotation of the expander 25 is transmitted to the first gen-
erator 5 via the magnet coupling 7, which is a non-contact
coupling disposed coaxially with the expander 25.
[0048] The magnet coupling 7 is used as a non-contact
rotation transmitting device because seal is required to
prevent the medium R (in this case, in the form of steam)
from leaking out of the expander 25.
[0049] The electric supercharger 9 includes an inverter
12 which converts the electrical power from the dedicated
battery 8 from direct current to alternate current, a motor
14 being driven to rotate by the electrical power converted
into direct current by the inverter 12, and the first com-
pressor 11 coupled coaxially to the motor 14, the com-
pressor 11 being configured to compress the intake air

and discharge the intake air as compressed air to the
engine via the air supply pipe 11a.
[0050] Herein, the dedicated battery 8 is provided be-
cause there is possibility that sharing the other electric
storage (battery) for operating equipments (devices)
which use the engine 1 as the power supply may have
negative impact on the operation of the equipments (de-
vices).
[0051] Also, in the present embodiment, a power man-
agement system 80 is provided as shown in Fig. 6. In the
power management system 80, the electrical power is
interchanged with the other battery 81 being the second
electric storage for actuating (operating) existing equip-
ments (devices) using the engine 1 as the power supply
when both of the batteries have allowance in the amount
of electric storage.
[0052] The power management system 80 includes: a
control ECU 83 for controlling the dedicated battery 8,
the other battery 81, and the interchange between the
batteries while monitoring SOC (the State of Charge) of
each of the batteries 8, 11; and a bidirectional converter
85 for interchanging electrical power (electrical current)
between the batteries 8, 81 based on the electrical power
interchange command of the controller ECU 83.
[0053] The power management system 80 is to inter-
change electrical power from the dedicated battery 8 to
the other battery 81 when the amount of electric charge
is not less than the so-called required amount of electric
charge, that is, the amount of electrical power for driving
the motor 14 by the dedicated battery 8 in order to obtain
necessary compressed air in the first compressor 11, and
the amount of electric charge of the other battery 81 is
less than the required amount of electric charge for ac-
tuating (operating) the above existing equipments (de-
vices).
[0054] On the other hand, the power management sys-
tem 80 is to interchange the electrical power from the
other battery 81 to the dedicated battery 8 when the ded-
icated battery 8 is short of the required amount of electric
charge and the other battery 81 has the amount not less
than the required amount of electric charge for actuating
(operating) the equipments (devices).
[0055] In reference to Fig .7, the control flow will now
be described based on the power management system
80.
[0056] The process starts in step S1, and then SOC of
the dedicated battery 8 is checked by the control ECU
83 in step S2. The result thereof is displayed at the driv-
er’s seat by the control ECU 83 in step S3.
[0057] SOC of the other battery 81 is checked by the
control ECU 83 in step S4. The result thereof is displayed
at the driver’s seat by the control ECU 83 in step S5.
[0058] In step S6, the control ECU 83 determines
whether the amount of electric charge of the dedicated
battery 8 detected in step S2 is not less than the so-called
required amount of electric charge, that is, the amount
of electrical power for driving the motor 14 in order to
obtain necessary compressed air in the first compressor
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11. When the amount is not less than the required amount
of electric charge, YES is selected, proceeding to step
S7. The control ECU 83 determines whether the amount
of electric charge of the other battery 81 detected in step
S4 is not less than the required amount of electric charge
for actuating (operating) the equipments (devices) in S7.
When the amount is not less than the required amount
of electric charge, the process advances to S8 and then
returns.
[0059] In this case, the electrical power is not inter-
changed because both of the dedicated battery 8 and
the other battery 81 have the required amount of electric
charge.
[0060] When NO is selected in step 6, that is, when
the dedicated battery 8 has the amount not greater than
the required amount of electric charge, the process pro-
ceeds to step S9. The control ECU 83 determines wheth-
er the amount of electric charge for actuating (operating)
equipments (devices) of other batteries 81 detected in
step S4 is not less than the required amount of electric
charge in S9. When the amount is not less than the re-
quired amount of electric charge, the process proceeds
to step S10, in which the control ECU 83 transmits an
electrical power interchange command for interchanging
from the other battery 81 to the dedicated battery 8 to
the bidirectional converter 85. The bidirectional converter
85 then executes the command. When the command is
executed in step S10, change occurs in SOC of each of
the dedicated battery 8 and the other battery 81. Thus,
the process returns to step S2 to monitor whether the
dedicated battery 8 has the required amount of electrical
charge, and it is also monitors in step S4 whether the
battery 81 have the amount greater than the required
amount of electric charge. When NO is selected in step
S9, that is, when interchange from the other battery 81
to the dedicated battery 8 is not possible (including the
case there is the required amount of electric charge but
no allowance), the process proceeds to step S8 and no
interchange is performed.
[0061] When NO is selected in step S7, that is, when
the other battery 81 has the amount not greater than the
required amount of electric charge, the process proceeds
to step S11. The control ECU 83 determines whether the
amount of electric charge of the dedicated battery 8 for
driving the motor 14 detected in step S2 is not less than
the required amount of electric charge in step S11. When
the amount is not less than the required amount of electric
charge, the process advances to step S12, in which the
control ECU 83 transmits an electrical power interchange
command for interchange from the dedicated battery 8
to the other battery 81 to the bidirectional converter 85,
which then executes the command. When the command
is executed in step S12, change occurs in SOC of each
of the dedicated battery 8 and the other battery 81. Thus,
the process returns to step S2, in which it is monitored
whether the dedicated battery 8 has the amount not
greater than the required amount of electric charge. Also,
it is constantly monitored whether the other battery 81

has the required amount of electric charge. When NO is
selected in step S11, that is, when interchange from the
other battery 81 to the dedicated battery 8 is not possible
(including the case there is the required amount of electric
charge but no allowance), the process proceeds to step
S8 and no interchange is performed.
[0062] With the above configuration, the electrical
power generated by waste heat of the engine and stored
is used, which makes it possible to generate compressed
air in accordance with the operation state of the vehicle
without using the electrical power to be supplied to ex-
isting electric components for operating devices that use
the engine as the power supply.
[0063] Also, as the electric supercharger is used, the
electric supercharger does not include turbine and thus
increase in the exhaust pressure of the engine is sup-
pressed, which makes it possible to achieve fuel con-
sumption equivalent to that of a naturally-aspirated en-
gine.
[0064] As the electric supercharger is used, it is pos-
sible to reduce the cost because the ambient temperature
is relatively low and thus high thermal resistance is not
required for the motor inverter.
[0065] Further, as the power management system 80
is provided, the electrical power is interchanged between
each other to secure the performance of the function
when the amount of electric charge is checked and de-
termined to have become short in the dedicated electric
storage device for operating the devices and the other
electric storage. Also, when the amount of electric charge
is insufficient, the supercharging effect decreases but it
does not become zero, which makes it possible to obtain
the effect of the amount of minimum requirement without
the device being stopped.

(Second embodiment)

[0066] Compared to the first embodiment, the present
embodiment includes an exhaust gas turbine generator
15 disposed between the steam cycle device 2 and the
engine 1. Accordingly, the same feature is associated
with same reference number to omit the description.
[0067] The exhaust gas discharged from the engine 1
is introduced into the exhaust gas turbine generator 15
being the second generating device via an exhaust gas
pipe 1a. The exhaust gas that has driven the exhaust
gas turbine 16 of the exhaust gas turbine generator 15
is introduced into the steam cycle device 2. The steam
cycle device 2 drives the expander 25 being a steam
turbine to rotate by the steam generated from the liquid
medium by heat of the exhaust gas, driving the first gen-
erator 5 to generate electrical power. The generated elec-
trical current is converted into direct current from alter-
nate current by the first converter 6 and then stored in
the battery 8, which is the dedicated electric storage.
[0068] Herein, the expander 25 and the first generator
5 are coaxially coupled by the magnet coupling 7.
[0069] The electric current of the battery 8 actuates the
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electric supercharger 9, which pressurizes the intake air
to obtain compressed air. The compressed air is intro-
duced into a combustion chamber (not shown) of the en-
gine via the air supply pipe 11a.
[0070] The exhaust gas turbine generator 15 includes
the exhaust gas turbine 16, a second generator 51 co-
axially coupled to the exhaust gas turbine 16, and a sec-
ond converter 61 for converting the electrical current gen-
erated by the second generator 51 from alternate current
to direct current.
[0071] The electrical current generated by the second
generator 51 is stored in the dedicated battery 8.
[0072] With this configuration, the exhaust gas turbine
16 is driven in the exhaust gas turbine generator 15 to
generate electrical power, and the high temperature of
the exhaust gas that has driven the exhaust gas turbine
16 is maintained. Thus, the expander 25 being a steam
turbine is driven to rotate by the steam generated by heat
of the exhaust gas utilizing heat of the exhaust gas in the
steam cycle 2.
[0073] Accordingly, the energy is recovered in two-
stage of the exhaust gas turbine generator 15 and the
steam cycle device 2. As a result, there is high efficiency
in recovering energy, which makes it possible to increase
the amount of power generation.

(Third embodiment)

[0074] Compared to the first embodiment, in the
present embodiment, the rotational shaft of the expander
25 of the steam cycle device 2 and the rotational shaft
of the exhaust gas turbine generator 15 of the second
embodiment are coaxially coupled by the magnet cou-
pling 7.
[0075] The exhaust gas discharged from the engine 1
is introduced into the exhaust gas turbine generator 15
via the exhaust gas pipe 1a. The exhaust gas having
driven the exhaust gas turbine 16 of the exhaust gas
turbine generator 15 is introduced into the steam cycle
device 2. The steam cycle device 2 changes liquid me-
dium into steam, and drives the expander 25 to rotate
with the steam.
[0076] The exhaust gas turbine generator 15 includes
the exhaust gas turbine 16 that is driven to rotate by the
exhaust gas from the engine 1, a third generator 53 dis-
posed on the other end side of the rotation of the exhaust
gas turbine 16, and a third converter 63 for converting
the electric current generated by the third generator 53
from alternate current to direct current.
[0077] Also, the rotational shaft of the expander 25 and
the rotational shaft of the exhaust gas turbine 16 are co-
axially arranged and coupled by the magnet coupling 7,
so that the expander 25 and the exhaust gas turbine 16
are arranged in series.
[0078] Further, the electrical current generated by the
third generator 53 is charged in the dedicated battery 8
being an electric storage. The electric current of the bat-
tery 8 actuates the electric supercharger 9, which pres-

surizes the intake air to obtain compressed air. The com-
pressed air is introduced into a combustion chamber (not
shown) of the engine 1 via the air supply pipe 11a.
[0079] With this configuration, the expander 25 and the
exhaust gas turbine 16 are arranged in series. As a result,
the rotation torque is increased and thus the capacity of
the third generator 53 can be increased, which makes it
possible to improve the power generation efficiency.
[0080] Further, it is possible to decrease the number
of both the third generators 53 and the converters 63. As
a result, it is possible to reduce the cost as well as to
stabilize the quality by the allowance in the design layout
for arrangement.

(Fourth embodiment)

[0081] Compared to the first embodiment, the present
embodiment includes a turbocharger 4 between the
steam cycle device 2 and the engine 1 to realize two-
stage supercharging. Accordingly, the same feature is
associated with the same reference number to omit the
description.
[0082] The exhaust gas discharged from the engine 1
is introduced into the turbocharger 4 via the exhaust gas
pipe 1a to drive the exhaust gas turbine 16.
[0083] The exhaust gas having driven the exhaust gas
turbine 16 is introduced into the steam cycle device 2.
The steam cycle device 2 changes the liquid medium into
steam, and drives the expander 25 to rotate with the
steam, thereby driving the first generator 5 to generate
electrical power. The generated electrical current is con-
verted from alternate current to direct current by the first
converter 6 and stored in the battery 8 being a dedicated
electric storage.
[0084] Also, the expander 25 and the first generator 5
are coaxially coupled by the magnet coupling 7.
[0085] The electric current of the battery 8 actuates the
electric supercharger 9, which pressurizes the intake air
to obtain compressed air. The compressed air is intro-
duced into a combustion chamber (not shown) of the en-
gine via the air supply pipe 11a.
[0086] The turbocharger 4 includes the exhaust gas
turbine 16 driven to rotate by the exhaust gas, a second
compressor 17 attached to the rotational shaft of the ex-
haust gas turbine 16 and configured to pressurized intake
air, and a pressure pipe 17a for introducing the com-
pressed air generated by the second compressor 17 to
the upstream side of the first compressor 11 of the electric
supercharger 9.
[0087] Accordingly, in the present embodiment, com-
pressed air of the first stage is generated in the turbo-
charger 4, and the compressed air is introduced into the
intake side, which is the upstream side of the first com-
pressor 11 of the electric supercharger 9.
[0088] Then, the compressed air is further pressurized
by the first compressor 11 of the electric supercharger
9. The first-stage compressed air is generated in the tur-
bocharger 4, and then the compressed air is introduced
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into the intake side, which is the upstream side of the
compressor 11 of the supercharger 9, thereby realizing
two-stage supercharging.
[0089] On the other hand, the exhaust gas having driv-
en the turbocharger 4 is configured to drive the first gen-
erator 5 by converting heat energy to rotation energy in
the steam cycle device 2, thereby charging the battery 8
which serves as the power supply of the motor 14 for
driving the first compressor 11.
[0090] With the above configuration, the turbocharger
and the electric supercharger are arranged in series in
the air supply system. As a result, it is possible to increase
the supercharging pressure and to suppress increase in
the exhaust pressure of the engine even though the su-
percharging pressure is increased, which makes it pos-
sible to improve the output of the engine and fuel con-
sumption.

(Fifth embodiment)

[0091] Compared to the first embodiment, the present
embodiment includes a turbocharger 4 between the
steam cycle device 2 and the engine 1, which realizes
two-stage supercharging. The present embodiment also
includes a wastegate valve 30 for the turbocharger 4 and
an exhaust gas processing device 35 on the downstream
side of the turbocharger 4.
[0092] Accordingly, the same feature is associated
with the same reference number to omit the description.
[0093] The exhaust gas discharged from the engine 1
is introduced into the wastegate valve positioned on the
upstream side of the turbocharger 4 in the exhaust gas
system via the exhaust gas pipe 1a. The wastegate valve
controls the supercharging pressure of the turbocharger
4.
[0094] The exhaust gas introduced into the wastegate
valve 30 is introduced into the exhaust gas flowing to the
exhaust gas turbine 16 side by supercharging pressure
of the turbocharger 4, and the exhaust gas whose flow
volume has been adjusted is introduced into the steam
cycle device 2 via the bypass pipe 30a.
[0095] The exhaust gas discharged from the exhaust
gas turbine 16 passes through the inside of the exhaust
gas processing device 35 and is introduced into the
steam cycle device 2.
[0096] The steam cycle device 2 changes the liquid
being a medium into steam, drives the expander 25 to
rotate with the steam, and then drives the first generator
5 to generate electrical power. The generated electrical
current is converted from alternate current to direct cur-
rent by the first convertor 6 and then stored in the battery
8, which is a dedicated electric storage.
[0097] Herein, the expander 25 and the first generator
5 are coaxially coupled by the magnet coupling 7.
[0098] The electric current of the battery 8 actuates the
electric supercharger 9, which pressurizes the intake air
to obtain compressed air. The compressed air is intro-
duced into a combustion chamber (not shown) of the en-

gine 1 via the air supply pipe 11 a.
[0099] The turbocharger 4 includes the exhaust gas
turbine 16 driven to rotate by the exhaust gas, a second
compressor 17 attached to the rotational shaft of the ex-
haust gas turbine 16 and configured to pressurize intake
air, and a pressure pipe 17a for introducing the com-
pressed air generated by the second compressor 17 to
the upstream side of the first compressor 11 of the electric
supercharger 9.
[0100] Accordingly, in the present embodiment, com-
pressed air of the first stage is generated in the turbo-
charger 4, and the compressed air is introduced into the
intake side, which is the upstream side of the compressor
11 of the electric supercharger 9, thereby performing two-
stage supercharging.
[0101] Also, as the exhaust gas discharged from the
exhaust gas turbine 16 maintains high temperature, the
exhaust gas is introduced into the exhaust gas process-
ing device 35 to supercharge the catalyst (oxidation cat-
alyst, SCR catalyst and the like) disposed inside the ex-
haust gas processing device 35 so as to promote the
reaction.
[0102] The exhaust gas discharged from the exhaust
gas processing device 35 is merged with the exhaust gas
that has flowed through the bypass pipe 30a and is in-
troduced into the steam cycle device 2.
[0103] The effect of heating the catalyst accommodat-
ed in the exhaust gas processing device is maintained
by arranging the exhaust gas purifying device on the up-
stream side of the steam cycle device in the exhaust gas
system. Also, there is the effect of maintaining high tem-
perature of the exhaust gas temperature introduced into
the steam cycle device by introducing the exhaust gas
that has bypassed the waste gate to the exhaust gas pipe
connecting the exhaust gas purifying device and the
steam cycle device. Further, the thermal energy is recov-
ered in the steam cycle device, which makes it possible
to improve the efficiency in recovering the exhaust gas
energy.

Industrial Applicability

[0104] It is possible to provide a supercharger driving
device which recovers waste heat of the internal com-
bustion engine (hereinafter, referred to as "engine") and
drives an electric compressor.

Claims

1. An electric supercharging device utilizing a waste
heat of an internal combustion engine, comprising:

a steam cycle device configured to rotate a
steam turbine with a steam generated by a heat
of an exhaust gas discharged from an engine;
a first generating device configured to generate
an electrical power by a torque of the steam tur-
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bine;
a first electric storage which stores the electrical
power generated by the first generating device;
a motor configured to be driven by the electrical
power of the first electric storage; and
an electric supercharger configured to drive a
compressor with a motor driven by the electrical
power of the first electric storage to generate a
compressed air.

2. The electric supercharging device utilizing a waste
heat of an internal combustion engine according to
claim 1, further comprising:

an exhaust gas turbine disposed on an upstream
side of the steam cycle device in an exhaust gas
system and configured to be driven by the ex-
haust gas; and
a second generating device connected to the
exhaust gas turbine,
wherein the electrical power generated by the
second generating device is configured to be
stored in the first electric storage.

3. The electric supercharging device utilizing a waste
heat of an internal combustion engine according to
claim 1, wherein
the first generative device includes an exhaust gas
turbine configured to be driven by the exhaust gas
in addition to the steam turbine configured to be driv-
en by the steam, the exhaust gas turbine and the
steam turbine being arranged coaxially and in series.

4. The electric supercharging device utilizing a waste
heat of an internal combustion engine according to
any of claims 1 to 3, wherein
coupling between rotational shafts of the steam tur-
bine and the exhaust gas turbine, or of the steam
turbine and the first generating device is coupled by
a non-contact coupling.

5. The electric supercharging device utilizing a waste
heat of an internal combustion engine according to
claim 1, further comprising
a turbocharger disposed on the upstream side of the
steam cycle device in the exhaust gas system,
wherein the compressed air discharged from the tur-
bocharger or the electric supercharger is configured
to be supplied to an intake side of the compressor
of one of the turbocharger or the electric supercharg-
er from other one of the turbocharger or the electric
supercharger, thereby realizing two-stage super-
charging.

6. The electric supercharging device utilizing a waste
heat of an internal combustion engine according to
claim 3, further comprising:

an exhaust gas purifying device disposed be-
tween the steam cycle device and the turbo-
charger; and
a wastegate valve disposed on an upstream side
of the turbocharger in an exhaust gas system to
adjust an amount of the exhaust gas introduced
into the turbocharger,
wherein the exhaust gas introduced into the tur-
bocharger is configured to be introduced into the
steam cycle device via the exhaust gas purifying
device, and
wherein the exhaust gas from the wastegate
valve is configured to be introduced to the steam
cycle device via a bypass line bypassing the ex-
haust gas turbocharger.

7. The electric supercharging device utilizing a waste
heat of an internal combustion engine according to
any of claims 1 to 6, further comprising
a second electric storage for operating a device
whose drive source is the engine,
wherein the electrical power is interchanged be-
tween one of the electric storages and other one of
the electric storages when one of the first electric
storage or the second electric storage has an allow-
ance in a required amount of electric charge required
for operation by said one of the electric storages and
the other one of the electric storages has an insuffi-
cient amount of electric charge to meet the required
amount of electric charge.

8. A power supplying method for an electric super-
charging device utilizing a waste heat of an internal
combustion engine, the electric supercharging de-
vice comprising: a steam cycle device configured to
rotate a steam turbine with a steam generated by a
heat of an exhaust gas discharged from an engine;
a first generating device connected to the steam tur-
bine and configured to generate an electrical power
by a torque of the steam turbine; a first electric stor-
age which stores the electrical power generated by
the first generating device; a second electric storage
for device operation for operating a device whose
drive source is the engine; and an electric super-
charger configured to drive a compressor with a mo-
tor driven by the electrical power of the first electric
storage to generate a compressed air, and the meth-
od utilizing a waste heat of an internal combustion
engine comprising the steps of:

checking a state of electric charge of each of the
electric storages;
determining whether the checked state of elec-
tric charge satisfies a required amount of electric
charge for usage state of each of the electric
storages; and
interchanging the electrical power between one
of the electric storages and other one of the elec-
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tric storages when one of the electric storages
has an allowance in the required amount of elec-
tric charge and the other one of the electric stor-
ages has an insufficient amount of electric
charge.

Amended claims under Art. 19.1 PCT

1. An electric supercharging device utilizing a waste
heat of an internal combustion engine, comprising:

a steam cycle device configured to rotate a
steam turbine with a steam generated by a heat
of an exhaust gas discharged from an engine;
a first generating device configured to generate
an electrical power by a torque of the steam tur-
bine;
a first electric storage which stores the electrical
power generated by the first generating device;
a motor configured to be driven by the electrical
power of the first electric storage; and
an electric supercharger configured to drive a
compressor with a motor driven by the electrical
power of the first electric storage to generate a
compressed air,
wherein the first electric storage stores only the
electrical power for driving the supercharger.

2. The electric supercharging device utilizing a waste
heat of an internal combustion engine according to
claim 1, further comprising:

an exhaust gas turbine disposed on an upstream
side of the steam cycle device in an exhaust gas
system and configured to be driven by the ex-
haust gas; and
a second generating device connected to the
exhaust gas turbine,
wherein the electrical power generated by the
second generating device is configured to be
stored in the first electric storage.

3. The electric supercharging device utilizing a waste
heat of an internal combustion engine according to
claim 1, wherein
the first generative device includes an exhaust gas
turbine configured to be driven by the exhaust gas
in addition to the steam turbine configured to be driv-
en by the steam, the exhaust gas turbine and the
steam turbine being arranged coaxially and in series.

4. The electric supercharging device utilizing a waste
heat of an internal combustion engine according to
any of claims 1 to 3, wherein
coupling between rotational shafts of the steam tur-
bine and the exhaust gas turbine, or of the steam
turbine and the first generating device is coupled by

a non-contact coupling.

5. The electric supercharging device utilizing a waste
heat of an internal combustion engine according to
claim 1, further comprising
a turbocharger disposed on the upstream side of the
steam cycle device in the exhaust gas system,
wherein the compressed air discharged from the tur-
bocharger or the electric supercharger is configured
to be supplied to an intake side of the compressor
of one of the turbocharger or the electric supercharg-
er from other one of the turbocharger or the electric
supercharger, thereby realizing two-stage super-
charging.

6. The electric supercharging device utilizing a waste
heat of an internal combustion engine according to
claim 3, further comprising:

an exhaust gas purifying device disposed be-
tween the steam cycle device and the turbo-
charger; and
a wastegate valve disposed on an upstream side
of the turbocharger in an exhaust gas system to
adjust an amount of the exhaust gas introduced
into the turbocharger,
wherein the exhaust gas introduced into the tur-
bocharger is configured to be introduced into the
steam cycle device via the exhaust gas purifying
device, and
wherein the exhaust gas from the wastegate
valve is configured to be introduced to the steam
cycle device via a bypass line bypassing the ex-
haust gas turbocharger.

7. The electric supercharging device utilizing a waste
heat of an internal combustion engine according to
any of claims 1 to 6, further comprising
a second electric storage for operating a device other
than the supercharger, the device being driven by
the engine,
wherein the electrical power is interchanged be-
tween one of the electric storages and other one of
the electric storages when one of the first electric
storage or the second electric storage has an allow-
ance in a required amount of electric charge required
for operation by said one of the electric storages and
the other one of the electric storages has an insuffi-
cient amount of electric charge to meet the required
amount of electric charge.

8. A power supplying method for an electric super-
charging device utilizing a waste heat of an internal
combustion engine, the electric supercharging de-
vice comprising: a steam cycle device configured to
rotate a steam turbine with a steam generated by a
heat of an exhaust gas discharged from an engine;
a first generating device connected to the steam tur-
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bine and configured to generate an electrical power
by a torque of the steam turbine; a first electric stor-
age which stores the electrical power generated by
the first generating device; a second electric storage
for device operation for operating a device whose
drive source is the engine; and an electric super-
charger configured to drive a compressor with a mo-
tor driven by the electrical power of the first electric
storage to generate a compressed air, the first elec-
tric storage storing only the electrical power for driv-
ing the supercharger and the second electric storage
storing the electrical power for operating a device
other than the supercharger, the device being driven
by the engine, and the method utilizing a waste heat
of an internal combustion engine comprising the
steps of:

checking a state of electric charge of each of the
electric storages;
determining whether the checked state of elec-
tric charge satisfies a required amount of electric
charge for usage state of each of the electric
storages; and
interchanging the electrical power between one
of the electric storages and other one of the elec-
tric storages when one of the electric storages
has an allowance in the required amount of elec-
tric charge and the other one of the electric stor-
ages has an insufficient amount of electric
charge.
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