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(57) A high-strength steel pipe excellent in deforma-
bility and low-temperature toughness being a steel pipe
obtained by a base steel plate formed into a pipe shape
being welded, in which the base steel plate contains, in
mass%, C: 0.010 to 0.080%, Si: 0.01 to 0.50%, Mn: 1.2
to 2.8%, S: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, Ti: 0.003 to 0.030%, B:
0.0003 to 0.005%, N: 0.0010 to 0.008%, O: 0.0001 to
0.0080%, one or more of Cr, Cu, and Ni, P: limited to
0.050% or less, Al: limited to 0.020% or less, Mo: limited
to 0.03% or less, a Ceq obtained by (Expression 1) below
of 0.30 to 0.53 and a Pcm obtained by (Expression 2)
below of 0.10 to 0.20, and a balance being composed of
iron and inevitable impurities, and a metal structure of
the base steel plate contains 27 to 90% in area ratio of
polygonal ferrite and a hard phase composed of one or
both of bainite and martensite as its balance.
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Description

[Technical Field]

[0001] The present invention relates to a high-strength steel pipe and a high-strength steel plate that are excellent in
deformability and low-temperature toughness and are particularly suitable for a line pipe for transporting crude oil and
natural gas, and a manufacturing method of the steel plate.
[0002] This application is based upon and claims the benefit of priority of the prior Japanese Patent Application No.
2011-287752 and the prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2011-287699, filed on December 28, 2011, the entire
contents of which are incorporated herein by reference.

[Background Art]

[0003] In recent years, as a long-distance transportation means of crude oil and natural gas, a line pipe becomes
important increasingly. Under such circumstances, for the purpose of improving the efficiency of transportation of crude
oil and natural gas, an increase in internal pressure of a steel pipe for line pipe has been examined. With this, high
strengthening of a steel pipe for line pipe has been required. Further, a steel pipe for high-strength line pipe is also
required to have heat affected zone (HAZ) toughness, base material toughness (arrestability resistance), deformability,
and so on. Therefore, there have been proposed steel sheets and steel pipes, which are mainly composed of bainite
and martensite and have fine ferrite formed therein (for example, Patent Documents 1 to 3). However, these are high-
strength steel sheets and steel pipes with X100 (a tensile strength of 760 MPa or more) of the American Petroleum
Institute (API) specification.
[0004] Further, there has been also required to improve performance of high-strength steel pipes with X70 of the API
specification (a tensile strength of 570 MPa or more) and with X80 of the API specification (a tensile strength of 625
MPa or more), which are used practically as a material of a truck pipeline. With respect to this, there has been proposed
a method in which a HAZ of a steel pipe having a base material with fine ferrite formed in bainite is heat-treated to
increase deformability and low-temperature toughness (for example, Patent Document 4). Further, there has been
proposed a method in which in a base structure of a steel sheet having a component that does not easily cause ferrite
transformation and improves low-temperature toughness in a HAZ, 20 to 90% of polygonal ferrite is formed to increase
low-temperature toughness of the steel sheet to be a base material (for example, Patent Document 5).
[0005] There has been proposed a method of further forming ferrite and improving properties such as base material
toughness and deformability based on the steel plate and the steel pipe that achieve both strength and toughness and
are mainly composed of bainite and martensite. However, recently, there has been required an increase in thickness of
steel pipes for high-strength line pipe with X70 or higher of the API specification, (which will be referred to as X70,
hereinafter), and further with X80 or higher of the API specification, (which will be referred to as X80, hereinafter), so
that transportation efficiency can be improved and development in deep waters can be conducted. Thus, demands for
low-temperature toughness and deformability of thick steel pipes for high-strength line pipe are growing increasingly.
[0006] Further, drilling regions for crude oil and natural gas are predicted to extend up to extremely cold districts, such
as the Arctic Circle, in the future, so that it is predicted that steel pipes for high-strength thick line pipe are required to
have a low-temperature toughness guarantee at -40°C or lower and further, at -60°C or lower. Particularly, when a steel
pipe is manufactured, a thick steel plate is formed into a pipe shape by a UO, JCO, or bend roll step, and then edge
portions are butted each other, and a seam portion is welded through arc welding, but when the plate thickness increases,
the heat input by the welding becomes high heat input and a grain size in a heat affected zone (Heat Affected Zone to
be referred to as HAZ) increases, and therefore a decrease in low-temperature toughness becomes a critical problem.
[0007] For tackling the above, as a technique of improving the low-temperature toughness of the HAZ of the steel pipe
for high-strength thick line pipe, there has been proposed a method in which the amount of C is extremely decreased
to have a fundamental structure of bainite (for example, Patent Documents 6 and 7). Further, there has been proposed
a method in which structure of a HAZ is made fine by using intragranular transformation (for example, Patent Documents
8 to 10). Further, there has been proposed a method in which martensite-austenite constituents (Martensite-Austenite
constituent ("M-A," hereinafter)), which are harmful for toughness, are controlled by optimizing alloy elements based on
a bainite structure having a specified crystal orientation relationship (for example, Patent Document 11), and there has
been proposed a method of making a HAZ fine by using intragranular bainite based on bainite also in a thick steel plate
with increased hardenability (for example, Patent Documents 12 and 13).
[0008] The above methods are extremely effective for improving the low-temperature toughness in the HAZ. However,
recently, demands for a further increase in thickness and low-temperature toughness of steel pipes for high-strength
line pipe are growing increasingly, and therefore HAZ toughness under the condition of an extra thickness such as a
thickness of 20 mm or more and an extremely low temperature such as -60°C or lower has been required.
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[Prior Art Document]

[Patent Document]

[0009]

Patent Document 1: Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2003-293078
Patent Document 2: Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2003-306749
Patent Document 3: Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2005-146407
Patent Document 4: Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2004-131799
Patent Document 5: Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2009-270197
Patent Document 6: Patent Publication No. 3602471
Patent Document 7: Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2000-345239
Patent Document 8: Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. Hei 08-325635
Patent Document 9: Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2001-355039
Patent Document 10: Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2003-138340
Patent Document 11: Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2007-239049
Patent Document 12: Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2008-163456
Patent Document 13: Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No. 2009-149917

[Summary of the Invention]

[Problems to Be Solved by the Invention]

[0010] For improvement of deformability, in a steel plate to be a base material and a steel pipe, it is effective to make
a structure compositely composed of soft ferrite and hard bainite and martensite. Further, for improvement of base
material toughness, it is effective to make a fine metal structure composed of ferrite + bainite with fine ferrite formed therein.
[0011] Meanwhile, for improvement of HAZ toughness, it is effective that a carbon equivalent Ceq and a cracking
parameter Pcm are controlled, B, Mo, and so on are further added to thereby increase hardenability, formation of coarse
ferrite to form from grain boundaries is suppressed, and a fine metal structure mainly composed of intragranular trans-
formed structures formed by using oxides of Ti is made. Thus, in view of easiness of formation of ferrite, a chemical
component composition suitable for the HAZ toughness and a chemical component composition suitable for the base
material toughness are opposite to each other.
[0012] As a method of solving this, there has been proposed a method of forming ferrite by low-temperature rolling a
steel having B and Mo compositely added thereto and having high hardenability in a hot rolling step. However, the
addition of Mo increases the alloy cost and the low-temperature rolling increases the load on a production facility, so
that the productivity also decreases. Thus, for securing both the low-temperature toughness and the deformability, high
alloy cost and high production cost are required, resulting in that it is extremely difficult to inexpensively mass-produce
a high-quality high-strength steel plate and steel pipe that satisfy these.
[0013] Further, for improvement of transportation efficiency of a line pipe for crude oil, natural gas, and the like, as
described above, high strengthening and an increase in thickness of a steel pipe for high-strength line pipe are effective.
However, when the pipe thickness of the steel pipe is increased as above in order to achieve an increase in internal
pressure of the steel pipe, it becomes difficult to guarantee the HAZ toughness at low temperature. When particularly,
a thick material having a thickness of 20 mm or more is arc-welded, the heat input becomes high heat input, a grain size
of a HAZ increases, and the amount of M-A also increases, so that it is extremely difficult to guarantee the toughness
at extremely low temperatures of -40°C and further -60°C. Then, the above-described conventional methods are not
good enough to secure the HAZ toughness under the condition of an extra thickness such as a thickness of 20 mm or
more and an extremely low temperature such as -60°C or lower.
[0014] The present invention is made in consideration of such circumstances, and the carbon equivalent Ceq and the
cracking parameter Pcm are controlled, and B is further added to increase hardenability for the purpose of suppressing
the formation of ferrite in a HAZ. Further, in the present invention, in a high-strength steel plate to be a base material,
polygonal ferrite to improve deformability and low-temperature toughness is formed by controlling conditions of cooling
to be performed after hot rolling without requiring low-temperature rolling. The present invention has an object to provide
a high-strength steel plate excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness, a high-strength steel pipe using
this high-strength steel plate as a base material, and a manufacturing method of the steel plate while reducing alloy cost
and manufacture cost of the high-strength steel plate in particular.
[0015] Incidentally, in the present invention, ferrite that is not extended in the rolling direction and has an aspect ratio
of 4 or less is referred to as polygonal ferrite. Here, the aspect ratio is a value of the length of a ferrite grain divided by
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the width.

[Means for Solving the Problems]

[0016] Conventionally, B and Mo both have been added, and a Ceq being an index of hardenability and a cracking
parameter Pcm being an index of weldability have been controlled to be in optimal ranges for improvement of HAZ
toughness. Then, for improvement of base material toughness and deformability, low-temperature rolling in a hot rolling
step has been required, resulting that it has been difficult to inexpensively mass-produce a steel plate for high-strength
line pipe and a steel pipe that are excellent in low-temperature toughness and deformability and are thick in particular.
[0017] In the present invention, an additive amount of Mo is limited and a chemical composition with high hardenability
is made, to thereby suppress coarse grain boundary ferrite in a HAZ. Further, by optimizing the conditions of cooling to
be performed after the hot rolling on the steel plate having such a chemical composition, a composite structure of soft
fine polygonal ferrite and hard bainite and martensite can be made in the steel plate to be a base material even though
the load on the hot rolling step is decreased.
[0018] The gist of the present invention is as follows.

[1]

[0019] A high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness being a steel pipe obtained
by a base steel plate formed into a pipe shape being welded, in which the base steel plate contains, in mass%, C: 0.010
to 0.080%, Si: 0.01 to 0.50%, Mn: 1.2 to 2.8%, S: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, Ti: 0.003 to 0.030%, B: 0.0003 to 0.005%, N:
0.0010 to 0.008%, O: 0.0001 to 0.0080%, one or more of Cr, Cu, and Ni, P: limited to 0.050% or less, Al: limited to
0.020% or less, Mo: limited to 0.03% or less, a Ceq obtained by (Expression 1) below of 0.30 to 0.53 and a Pcm obtained
by (Expression 2) below of 0.10 to 0.20, and a balance being composed of iron and inevitable impurities, and a metal
structure of the base steel plate contains 27 to 90% in area ratio of polygonal ferrite and a hard phase composed of one
or both of bainite and martensite as its balance. 

[0020] In (Expression 1) and (Expression 2) above, C, Si, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, and B denote the contents of the
respective elements [mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%.

[2]

[0021] The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to [1], in which
the base steel plate further contains one or two or more of, in mass%, W: 0.01 to 0.50%, V: 0.010 to 0.100%, Nb: 0.001
to 0.200%, Zr: 0.0001 to 0.0500%, Ta: 0.0001 to 0.0500%, Mg: 0.0001 to 0.0100%, Ca: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, REM: 0.0001
to 0.0050%, Y: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, Hf: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, and Re: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, the Ceq is obtained by (Expression
1’) below in place of (Expression 1) above, and the Pcm is obtained by (Expression 2’) below in place of (Expression 2). 

[0022] In (Expression 1’) and (Expression 2’) above, C, Si, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, V, and B denote the contents of the
respective elements [mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%. V is calculated
as 0 when the content is 0% and the content is less than 0.010 mass%.
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[3]

[0023] The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to [1], in which
of the base steel plate, in mass%, the content of C is 0.010 to 0.060% and the content of Al is 0.008% or less, a γ/α
transformation start temperature in a heat affected zone that is obtained by (Expression 3) below is 500 to 600°C, and
intragranular transformed structures are contained in a prior γ grain in the heat affected zone. 

[4]

[0024] The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to [3], in which
a martensite-austenite constituent in the heat affected zone is 2.5% or less in area fraction.

[5]

[0025] The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to [3], in which
a high-angle grain size of a metal structure in the heat affected zone is 80 mm or less.

[6]

[0026] The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to [3], in which
a plate thickness of the base steel plate is 20 to 40 mm.

[7]

[0027] The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to [3], in which
a tensile strength of the base steel plate is 500 to 800 MPa when the circumference direction of the steel pipe is set to
the tensile direction.

[8]

[0028] The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to [3], in which
the base steel plate further contains one or two or more of, in mass%, W: 0.01 to 0.50%, V: 0.010 to 0.100%, Nb: 0.001
to 0.200%, Zr: 0.0001 to 0.0500%, Ta: 0.0001 to 0.0500%, Mg: 0.0001 to 0.0100%, Ca: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, REM: 0.0001
to 0.0050%, Y: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, Hf: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, and Re: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, the Ceq is obtained by (Expression
1’) below in place of (Expression 1) above, and the Pcm is obtained by (Expression 2’) below in place of (Expression 2). 

[0029] In (Expression 1’) and (Expression 2’) above, C, Si, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, V, and B denote the contents of the
respective elements [mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%. V is calculated
as 0 when the content is 0% and the content is less than 0.010 mass%.

[9]

[0030] The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to [8], in which



EP 2 799 567 A1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

a martensite-austenite constituent in the heat affected zone is 2.5% or less in area fraction.

[10]

[0031] The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to [8], in which
a high-angle grain size of a metal structure in the heat affected zone is 80 mm or less.

[11]

[0032] The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to [8], in which
a plate thickness of the base steel plate is 20 to 40 mm.

[12]

[0033] The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to [8], in which
a tensile strength of the base steel plate is 500 to 800 MPa when the circumference direction of the steel pipe is set to
the tensile direction.

[13]

[0034] A high-strength steel plate excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness includes: in mass%, C:
0.010 to 0.080%; Si: 0.01 to 0.50%; Mn: 1.2 to 2.8%; S: 0.0001 to 0.0050%; Ti: 0.003 to 0.030%; B: 0.0003 to 0.005%;
N: 0.0010 to 0.008%; O: 0.0001 to 0.0080%; one or more of Cr, Cu, and Ni; P: limited to 0.050% or less; Al: limited to
0.020% or less; Mo: limited to 0.03% or less; a Ceq obtained by (Expression 1) below of 0.30 to 0.53; and a Pcm obtained
by (Expression 2) below of 0.10 to 0.20; and a balance being composed of iron and inevitable impurities, in which a
metal structure contains 27 to 90% in area ratio of polygonal ferrite and a hard phase composed of one or both of bainite
and martensite as its balance. 

[0035] In (Expression 1) and (Expression 2) above, C, Si, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, and B denote the contents of the
respective elements [mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%.

[14]

[0036] The high-strength steel plate excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to [13] further
includes: one or two or more of, in mass%, W: 0.01 to 0.50%; V: 0.010 to 0.100%; Nb: 0.001 to 0.200%; Zr: 0.0001 to
0.0500%; Ta: 0.0001 to 0.0500%; Mg: 0.0001 to 0.0100%; Ca: 0.0001 to 0.0050%; REM: 0.0001 to 0.0050%; Y: 0.0001
to 0.0050%; Hf: 0.0001 to 0.0050%; and Re: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, in which the Ceq is obtained by (Expression 1’) below
in place of (Expression 1) above, and the Pcm is obtained by (Expression 2’) below in place of (Expression 2).
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[0037] In (Expression 1’) and (Expression 2’) above, C, Si, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, V, and B denote the contents of the
respective elements [mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%. V is calculated
as 0 when the content is 0% and the content is less than 0.010 mass%.

[15]

[0038] The high-strength steel plate excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to [13], in
which in mass%, the content of C is 0.010 to 0.060% and the content of Al is 0.008% or less, and a γ/α transformation
start temperature in a heat affected zone that is obtained by (Expression 3) below is 500 to 600°C. 

[16]

[0039] The high-strength steel plate excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to [15] further
includes: one or two or more of, in mass%, W: 0.01 to 0.50%; V: 0.010 to 0.100%; Nb: 0.001 to 0.200%; Zr: 0.0001 to
0.0500%; Ta: 0.0001 to 0.0500%; Mg: 0.0001 to 0.0100%; Ca: 0.0001 to 0.0050%; REM: 0.0001 to 0.0050%; Y: 0.0001
to 0.0050%; Hf: 0.0001 to 0.0050%; and Re: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, in which the Ceq is obtained by (Expression 1’) below
in place of (Expression 1) above, and the Pcm is obtained by (Expression 2’) below in place of (Expression 2). 

[0040] In (Expression 1’) and (Expression 2’) above, C, Si, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, V, and B denote the contents of the
respective elements [mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%. V is calculated
as 0 when the content is 0% and the content is less than 0.010 mass%.

[17]

[0041] A manufacturing method of a high-strength steel plate excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness
includes: on a steel slab containing, in mass%, C: 0.010 to 0.080%, Si: 0.01 to 0.50%, Mn: 1.2 to 2.8%, S: 0.0001 to
0.0050%, Ti: 0.003 to 0.030%, B: 0.0003 to 0.005%, N: 0.0010 to 0.008%, O: 0.0001 to 0.0080%, one or more of Cr,
Cu, and Ni, P: limited to 0.050% or less, Al: limited to 0.020% or less, Mo: limited to 0.03% or less, a Ceq obtained by
(Expression 1) below of 0.30 to 0.53 and a Pcm obtained by (Expression 2) below of 0.10 to 0.20, and a balance being
composed of iron and inevitable impurities, performing heating to 950°C or higher; performing a hot rolling step at Ar3
or higher; performing cooling at an average cooling rate of less than 10°C/s; and then performing accelerated cooling
at a cooling rate of 10°C/s or more down to a temperature of Bs or lower obtained by (Expression 4) below from a
temperature of Ar3 - 100°C to Ar3 - 10°C. 
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[0042] In (Expression 1), (Expression 2), and (Expression 5) above, C, Si, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, and B denote the
contents of the respective elements [mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%.

[18]

[0043] The manufacturing method of the high-strength steel plate excellent in deformability and low-temperature tough-
ness according to [17], in which in the hot rolling step, non-recrystallized γ region rolling at a rolling start temperature
set to Ar3 to Ar3 + 100°C and at a reduction ratio set to 1.5 or more is performed.

[19]

[0044] The manufacturing method of the high-strength steel plate excellent in deformability and low-temperature tough-
ness according to [15], in which the steel slab further contains one or two or more of, in mass%, W: 0.01 to 0.50%, V:
0.010 to 0.100%, Nb: 0.001 to 0.200%, Zr: 0.0001 to 0.0500%, Ta: 0.0001 to 0.0500%, Mg: 0.0001 to 0.0100%, Ca:
0.0001 to 0.0050%, REM: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, Y: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, Hf: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, and Re: 0.0001 to 0.0050%,
the Ceq is obtained by (Expression 1’) below in place of (Expression 1) above, and the Pcm is obtained by (Expression
2’) below in place of (Expression 2). 

[0045] In (Expression 1’) and (Expression 2’) above, C, Si, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, V, and B denote the contents of the
respective elements [mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%. V is calculated
as 0 when the content is 0% and the content is less than 0.010 mass%.

[20]

[0046] The manufacturing method of the high-strength steel plate excellent in deformability and low-temperature tough-
ness according to [19], in which in the hot rolling step, non-recrystallized γ region rolling at a rolling start temperature
set to Ar3 to Ar3 + 100°C and at a reduction ratio set to 1.5 or more is performed.

[Effect of the Invention]

[0047] According to the present invention, it becomes possible to suppress formation of coarse grain boundary ferrite
in a HAZ and to form polygonal ferrite in a steel plate being a base material without requiring low-temperature rolling in
a hot rolling step. Thereby, it is possible to provide a high-strength steel plate having improved strength and HAZ
toughness and having extremely excellent deformability and low-temperature toughness as a base material portion, and
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a high-strength steel pipe using this as a base material.

[Brief Description of the Drawings]

[0048]

[FIG. 1] FIG. 1 is a view showing the relationship between a hot working temperature and an area ratio of polygonal
ferrite;
[FIG. 2] FIG. 2 is a view showing the relationship between an accelerated cooling start temperature and an area
ratio of polygonal ferrite;
[FIG. 3] FIG. 3 is a view showing the relationship between an area ratio of polygonal ferrite and deformability and
strength;
[FIG. 4] FIG. 4 is a view showing the relationship between an area ratio of polygonal ferrite and low-temperature
toughness of a base material;
[FIG. 5] FIG. 5 is a view showing the relationship between a Ceq and a γ/α transformation start temperature;
[FIG. 6] FIG. 6 is a view showing the relationship between a γ/α transformation start temperature and a high-angle
grain size;
[FIG. 7] FIG. 7 is a view showing the relationship between a high-angle grain size and Charpy absorbed energy at
-60°C;
[FIG. 8] FIG. 8 is an optical micrograph of a base structure in a high-strength steel pipe of the present invention;
[FIG. 9] FIG. 9 is a schematic view of the base structure in the high-strength steel pipe of the present invention;
[FIG. 10] FIG. 10 is schematic view of a HAZ structure in the high-strength steel pipe of the present invention;
[FIG. 11] FIG. 11 is a photograph showing a metal structure of a HAZ when a γ/α transformation start temperature
is higher than 600°C;
[FIG. 12] FIG. 12 is a photograph showing the metal structure of the HAZ when the γ/α transformation start temperature
is 500 to 600°C;
[FIG. 13] FIG. 13 is a photograph showing the metal structure of the HAZ when an area fraction of M-A is 2.2%; and
[FIG. 14] FIG. 14 is a photograph showing the metal structure of the HAZ when the area fraction of M-A is 3.0%.

[Mode for Carrying out the Invention]

[0049] Hereinafter, there will be explained an embodiment of the present invention. First, the findings of the present
inventors leading to the completion of the present invention will be explained.
[0050] Generally, making crystal grains fine is effective for improvement of low-temperature toughness and particularly
for securing of toughness at extremely low temperatures of -40°C, and further -60°C. In a metal structure of a HAZ, in
particular, for the making crystal grains fine, suppression of coarse grain boundary ferrite is extremely effective. However,
it has found out that a chemical component composition with high hardenability having an effect of suppressing grain
boundary ferrite in a HAZ makes it difficult to form fine polygonal ferrite that improves deformability and low-temperature
toughness of a base material.
[0051] Thus, the present inventors have turned their attention to a manufacturing method of a high-strength steel plate
that forms no ferrite by a thermal history of a HAZ determined according to the heat input at welding and the plate
thickness of a steel pipe but is capable of forming polygonal ferrite in a hot rolling step. However, as described above,
a chemical component composition with high hardenability that contains Mo and B to be originally added for manufacturing
a high-strength steel plate mainly composed of bainite and martensite structure makes it difficult to form polygonal ferrite
in a base structure of a high-strength steel plate.
[0052] Mo has been known to be an element to greatly improve hardenability by composite addition with B. That is, it
is indicated that a Mo-B compositely-added steel has an effect of further delaying ferrite transformation as compared to
a B added steel not containing Mo that has the same Ceq. The present inventors first examined the relationship between
conditions of rolling in a temperature region where a metal structure is composed of austenite and no recrystallization
occurs, namely in a non-recrystallized γ region and ferrite formation with respect to the Mo-B compositely-added steel
and the B added steel with hardenability increased by elements other than Mo.
[0053] First, as the B added steel with hardenability increased by elements other than Mo, a steel containing, in mass%,
C: 0.010 to 0.080%, Si: 0.01 to 0.50%, Mn: 1.2 to 2.8%, S: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, Ti: 0.003 to 0.030%, B: 0.0003 to 0.005%,
N: 0.0010 to 0.008%, and O: 0.0001 to 0.0080%, and containing one or more of Cr, Cu, and Ni, and containing P: limited
to 0.050% or less, Al: limited to 0.020% or less, and Mo: limited to 0.03% or less, and having a Ceq being an index of
hardenability of 0.30 to 0.53 and a cracking parameter Pcm being an index of weldability of 0.10 to 0.20, and containing
a balance being composed of iron and inevitable impurities was melted and cast to manufacture a steel slab. Further,
for comparison, the Mo-B compositely-added steel was melted and cast to manufacture a steel slab.
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[0054] Next, each test piece having a height of 12 mm and having a diameter of 8 mm was cut out of the obtained
steel slabs and was subjected to a work/heat treatment simulating hot rolling. As the work/heat treatment, the test piece
was subjected to working once at a reduction ratio of 1.5, subjected to cooling at 0.2°C/s corresponding to air cooling,
and further subjected to accelerated cooling at 15°C/s corresponding to water cooling. Incidentally, the temperature at
which the working is applied (working temperature) was set to a temperature of Ar3 or higher in order to avoid formation
of worked and extended ferrite (worked ferrite) and low-temperature rolling to decrease productivity. The transformation
temperature Ar3 at cooling was obtained from a thermal expansion curve.
[0055] After the work/heat treatment, an area ratio of polygonal ferrite of the test pieces was measured. Incidentally,
ferrite that is not extended in the rolling direction and has an aspect ratio of 1 to 4 was set as polygonal ferrite.
[0056] The present inventors set the temperature at which the accelerated cooling at 15°C/s corresponding to water
cooling is started (accelerated cooling start temperature) to Ar3 - 70°C and examined the condition enabling formation
of polygonal ferrite while changing the above-described working temperature. Results are shown in FIG. 1. Incidentally,
FIG. 1 is that the area ratio of polygonal ferrite is plotted with respect to the difference between the working temperature
and Ar3, and "e" indicates the result of the Mo-B compositely-added steel and "s" indicates the result of the B added
steel with hardenability increased by elements other than Mo. As shown in FIG. 1, it is learned that in the Mo-B compositely-
added steel, as long as the rolling start temperature of the above-described work/heat treatment is set to Ar3 + 60°C or
lower and low-temperature rolling (strain-introducing rolling) at a reduction ratio of 1.5 or more is performed, 27% or
more in area ratio of polygonal ferrite can be obtained. That is, in the case of the Mo-B compositely-added steel, the
working temperature is strictly controlled and rolling needs to be performed at low temperature. On the other hand, in
the B added steel with hardenability increased by elements other than Mo, it is learned that 27% or more in area ratio
of polygonal ferrite is formed regardless of the working temperature.
[0057] Further, they examined the relationship between the accelerated cooling start temperature after hot rolling and
the area ratio of polygonal ferrite, the relationship between the area ratio of polygonal ferrite and the deformability, and
the relationship between the area ratio of polygonal ferrite and the low-temperature toughness. As for the hot rolling, a
reheating temperature was set to 1050°C, the number of passes was set to 20 to 33, rolling was finished at Ar3 or higher,
air cooling was performed, and then water cooling was performed as the accelerated cooling. Incidentally, the reduction
ratio in the non-recrystallized γ region was set to 1.5 or more, the air cooling was performed, and then the water cooling
(accelerated cooling) was started from various temperatures.
[0058] The area ratio of polygonal ferrite of each steel plate obtained by the above-described hot rolling was measured
by using an optical microscope, and the steel plate was subjected to a tensile test and a drop weight tear test (Drop
Weight Tear Test to be referred to as DWTT) to evaluate a tensile property and low-temperature toughness.
[0059] The tensile property was evaluated by using a test piece of the API specification, a tensile strength, a yield
strength, and a ratio of yield strength (YS) and tensile strength (TS) (YS/TS to be referred to as a yield ratio) were found,
and thereby the area ratio of polygonal ferrite capable of achieving both strength and deformability was examined.
[0060] Further, the DWTT was performed at -60°C, a shear area (Shear Area to be referred to as SA) of a fracture
was found, and the low-temperature toughness was evaluated.
[0061] The relationship between the accelerated cooling start temperature and the area ratio of polygonal ferrite is
shown in FIG. 2. In FIG. 2, "s" indicates the result of the B added steel and "e" indicates the result of the Mo-B
compositely-added steel. It is learned from FIG. 2 that as long as the accelerated cooling start temperature after hot
rolling is set to Ar3 - 100°C to Ar3 - 10°C in the B added steel with hardenability increased by elements other than Mo,
the area ratio of polygonal ferrite in the steel plate becomes 27 to 90%. That is, as long as air cooling is performed down
to a temperature in the range of Ar3 - 100°C to Ar3 - 10°C from the temperature of Ar3 or higher after the hot rolling is
finished, 27 to 90% in area ratio of polygonal ferrite can be formed.
[0062] Further, with respect to the B added steel with hardenability increased by elements other than Mo, the relationship
between the area ratio of polygonal ferrite and the tensile strength and the relationship between the area ratio of polygonal
ferrite and the yield ratio are shown in FIG. 3. "s" indicates the relationship between the area ratio of polygonal ferrite
and the yield ratio and "e" indicates the relationship between the area ratio of polygonal ferrite and the tensile strength.
It is learned from FIG. 3 that as long as the area ratio of polygonal ferrite becomes 27% or more, the yield ratio becomes
80% or less and as long as the area ratio of polygonal ferrite becomes 50% or more, extremely good deformability,
which is the yield ratio of 70% or less, can be obtained.
[0063] Further, it is learned from FIG. 3 that for securing the tensile strength of 570 MPa or more corresponding to
X70, it is necessary to make the area ratio of polygonal ferrite become 90% or less. Further, for securing the tensile
strength of 625 MPa or more corresponding to X80, the area ratio of polygonal ferrite is preferably made to become
75% or less. Further, for more stably securing the tensile strength of 625 MPa or more corresponding to X80, the area
ratio of polygonal ferrite is more preferably made to become 70% or less, and the further preferable value is 60% or less.
[0064] That is, it is learned from FIG. 3 that the area ratio of polygonal ferrite becomes 27 to 90%, and thereby the
balance between the deformability and the strength improves.
[0065] Further, the relationship between the area ratio of polygonal ferrite and the shear area SA at -60°C is shown
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in FIG. 4. It is learned from FIG. 4 that for obtaining 85% or more of the shear area, the area ratio of polygonal ferrite
only needs to be 20%.
[0066] As above, the present inventors have found out that in order to form sufficient polygonal ferrite in the B added
steel so that the low-temperature toughness and the deformability in the HAZ and the base material can be improved,
as a third element to be added with B, using alloying elements other than Mo is important. The present inventors have
performed further detailed examination and have obtained the following findings to complete the present invention.
[0067] In order to form polygonal ferrite in the B added steel to increase the base material toughness and the deform-
ability, the effect of the third element to be added with B to improve the hardenability is important. Then, in order to
secure the HAZ toughness, a chemical component composition with increased hardenability needs to be made. However,
when the composite addition of B and Mo is applied in order to increase the hardenability, rolling conditions need to be
controlled strictly to cause a problem that production cost increases and alloying cost increases. Thus, it is necessary
to make a chemical component composition in which hardenability improving elements other than Mo are selected as
the third element to be added with B.
[0068] Further, in order to improve the hardenability, the Ceq being an index of hardenability is made to fall within the
0.30-to-0.53 range, and further as an element to improve the hardenability, elements such as Mn, Cr, Ni and Cu are
selected in addition to C.
[0069] Further, there is no need to perform what is called strain-introducing rolling in order to form polygonal ferrite
after hot rolling. Here, the strain-introducing rolling means hot rolling to be performed under the condition that a rolling
start temperature is Ar3 + 60°C or lower and a reduction ratio is 1.5 or more. In the present invention, polygonal ferrite
that improves the deformability and the low-temperature toughness can be formed only by controlling the conditions of
cooling to be performed after hot rolling without performing this strain-introducing rolling. The accelerated cooling start
temperature after hot rolling is set to Ar3 - 100°C to Ar3 - 10°C, thereby making it possible to make the area ratio of
polygonal ferrite of the steel plate become 27 to 90%. Incidentally, the cooling down to the accelerated cooling start
temperature may be performed by air cooling, or may also be performed by slow cooling at an average cooling rate of
less than 10°C/s.
[0070] Further, after the hot rolling, the slow cooling is performed down to the above-described accelerated cooling
start temperature to form polygonal ferrite in this manner, and then the accelerated cooling is performed at an average
cooling rate of 10°C/s or more for strength improvement by bainite transformation and martensite transformation. Further,
for securing the strength, the accelerated cooling needs to be stopped at a bainite forming temperature Bs or lower.
[0071] Further, for improvement of the HAZ toughness at a low temperature, particularly for securing the HAZ toughness
at extremely low temperatures of -40°C and further -60°C, a decrease in M-A being a hard second phase and making
crystal grains fine are required. However, in a thick material having a thickness of 20 mm or more, the heat input at
welding becomes high heat input, a grain size of a HAZ increases, and M-B being a hard second phase harmful for the
toughness also increases. Therefore, it is extremely difficult to guarantee the HAZ toughness at extremely low temper-
atures of -40°C and further -60°C. Thus, the present inventors have next turned their attention to a method of suppressing
the formation of M-A at welding and further preventing the formation of coarse grain boundary ferrite. Further, the present
inventors have turned their attention to a method in which intragranular transformation starting from oxides is promoted
and further the hardenability is increased, and thereby intragranular transformed structures to be formed at the time of
welding are made fine, a high-angle grain size of a metal structure composed of bainite and the intragranular transformed
structure is decreased, and the low-temperature toughness in the HAZ is improved. Incidentally, the intragranular trans-
formed structure in this embodiment means intragranular ferrite or intragranular bainite formed in a petal shape (in a
radial pattern) starting from a finely dispersed inclusion.
[0072] Thus, the present inventors have next examined the conditions of components affecting the temperature at
which the intragranular transformed structure is formed in the HAZ.
[0073] First, a steel containing, in mass%, C: 0.010 to 0.060%, Si: 0.01 to 0.50%, Mn: 1.2 to 2.8%, S: 0.0001 to
0.0050%, Ti: 0.003 to 0.030%, B: 0.0003 to 0.005%, N: 0.0010 to 0.008%, and O: 0.0001 to 0.0080%, and containing
one or more of Cr, Cu, and Ni, and containing P: limited to 0.050% or less, Al: limited to 0.008% or less, and M: limited
to 0.03% or less, and having a Ceq being an index of hardenability of 0.30 to 0.53 and a cracking parameter Pcm being
an index of weldability of 0.10 to 0.20, and having a balance being composed of iron and inevitable impurities was melted
and cast to manufacture a steel slab.
[0074] Next, a test piece having a length of 10 mm and having a diameter of 3 mm was cut out of the obtained steel
slab and was subjected to a heat treatment simulating a HAZ of a weld zone to measure a γ/α transformation start
temperature of bainite and intragranular transformed structure by thermal expansion measurement. The relationship
between the Ceq and the γ/α transformation start temperature at that time is shown in FIG. 5.
[0075] Further, a 12 mm square test piece having a length 120 mm was cut out of the steel slab and was subjected
to the above-described heat treatment simulating the HAZ of the weld zone to then measure a high-angle grain size of
the metal structure composed of bainite and intragranular transformed structure by an EBSP (Electron Back Scatter
Diffraction Pattern) method. Incidentally, an interface having an angular difference of 15° or more between crystal grains
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was defined as a high-angle grain boundary and the maximum grain size of grain sizes of crystal grains surrounded by
the high-angle grain boundary was defined as a high-angle grain size effective for the HAZ toughness (an effective
crystal grain size). Results are shown in FIG. 6. Incidentally, the grain size means a radius of a circle having the same
area as that of a crystal grain.
[0076] Further, a 12 mm square test piece having a length of 120 mm was cut out of the steel slab and was subjected
to the above-described heat treatment simulating the HAZ of the weld zone and then was subjected to a Charpy impact
test to measure absorbed energy at -60°C. Results are shown in FIG. 7.
[0077] As shown in FIG. 5, it is learned that with an increase in the Ceq, the γ/α transformation start temperature
decreases. That is, by increasing the hardenability, the γ/α transformation start temperature of the intragranular trans-
formed structure can be decreased.
[0078] As shown in FIG. 6, it is learned that with a decrease in the γ/α transformation start temperature, the high-angle
grain size of the metal structure composed of bainite and intragranular transformed structure decreases, but when the
γ/α transformation start temperature decreases to lower than 500°C, the high-angle grain size increases. This is con-
ceivably because the decrease in grain size of the intragranular transformed structure to be formed greatly contributes
to an effect of making crystal grains fine obtained by the decrease in the γ/α transformation start temperature, but when
the γ/α transformation start temperature becomes too low, no intragranular transformed structures are obtained and a
structure mainly composed of bainite and martensite is formed, resulting in that crystal grains become coarse. The effect
of making structure fine obtained by the decrease in the γ/α transformation start temperature conceivably results from
the fact that as transformation is caused at a lower temperature, the degree of undercooling increases, the frequency
of formation of nuclei for intragranular transformation increases, and intragranular transformation is promoted.
[0079] FIG. 7 is a view showing the relationship between the high-angle grain size of the metal structure composed
of bainite and intragranular transformed structure and the Charpy absorbed energy at -60°C. As shown in FIG. 7, it is
learned that when the high-angle grain size decreases, the Charpy absorbed energy at -60°C increases, and when the
high-angle grain size is 80 mm or less, the absorbed energy at -60°C becomes 50 J or more. That is, it is learned that
by making the metal structure composed of bainite and intragranular transformed structure fine, excellent toughness
can be obtained even at an extremely low temperature of -60°C.
[0080] As above, the present inventors have found out a method in which formation of M-A at welding is suppressed,
the hardenability of steel is increased to prevent formation of coarse grain boundary ferrite, intragranular transformation
starting from an inclusion is caused, and further the intragranular transformation is promoted by the control of the γ/α
transformation start temperature, to thereby decrease the high-angle grain size of the metal structure composed of
bainite and intragranular transformed structure to improve the low-temperature toughness in the HAZ.
[0081] For suppressing the formation of M-A at welding, decreasing C and limiting Mo are effective. M-A is formed as
a result that the HAZ exposed to high temperature by welding is transformed into an austenite phase, and in a process
where the transformation progresses during cooling thereafter, concentration of C to a non-transformed austenite phase
progresses, and the austenite phase is stabilized. Therefore, by decreasing the amount of C, the concentration of C to
the non-transformed austenite phase is suppressed, resulting in that the formation of M-A is suppressed. Further, by
decreasing the amount of C and also limiting the amount of Mo contributing to the formation of M-A as above, the
formation of M-A can be further suppressed.
[0082] Further, for promoting the intragranular transformation, decreasing the amount of Al and adding an appropriate
amount of Ti are effective. When oxides of Ti are finely dispersed, they effectively act as formation nuclei for the intra-
granular transformation. However, when Al is added in large amounts, formation of oxides of Ti to act as formation nuclei
for the intragranular transformation is inhibited, so that in the present invention, an appropriate amount of Ti is added
and the amount of Al is decreased.
[0083] Further, for suppressing the formation of coarse grain boundary ferrite that deteriorates the low-temperature
toughness in the HAZ, increasing the hardenability by adding an appropriate amount of B is extremely effective.
[0084] Further, it is learned that for further decreasing the high-angle grain size of the structure composed of bainite
and intragranular transformed structure, decreasing the γ/α transformation start temperature is extremely important.
Thus, the γ/α transformation start temperature is decreased by using elements other than Mo to increase M-A.
[0085] Further, by the addition of one or two or more of Mn, Cr, Cu, and Ni, the hardenability is increased to decrease
the γ/α transformation start temperature. Then, by fine intragranular transformed structures transformed at low temper-
ature, the metal structure in the HAZ is composed of fine grains made of bainite and the intragranular transformed
structures, thereby making it possible to increase the low-temperature toughness in the HAZ.
[0086] That is, as compared to the steels using the intragranular transformed structure that have been reported so
far, by decreasing C and limiting Mo, the formation of M-A is further decreased. Then, by the addition of Mn and one or
two or more of Cr, Cu, and Ni, the hardenability is increased, the γ/α transformation start temperature of the intragranular
transformed structure is decreased, and the effective crystal grain size with respect to the HAZ toughness is further
decreased.
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(Chemical composition)

[0087] Next, there will be explained a chemical composition of a high-strength steel pipe and a high-strength steel
plate in the present invention. Incidentally, regarding the chemical composition, % means mass%.

(C: 0.01 to 0.080%)

[0088] C is an element to improve the strength of steel. In order to form a hard phase made of one or both of bainite
and martensite in the metal structure, 0.01% or more of C needs to be contained. Further, in the present invention, in
order to achieve both high strength and high toughness, the content of C is set to 0.080% or less. Further, in order to
suppress the formation of M-A in the metal structure of the HAZ in particular to achieve both high strength and high
toughness, the content of C is set to 0.060% or less. Incidentally, in view of the balance between the strength and the
toughness, the content of C is preferably set to 0.02 to 0.070%, and more preferably set to 0.02 to 0.050% when the
HAZ toughness is further considered.

(Si: 0.01 to 0.50%)

[0089] Si is an element useful for deoxidation and strength improvement. In order to sufficiently perform deoxidation,
0.01% or more of Si needs to be contained in the steel. On the other hand, when greater than 0.50% of Si is contained
in the steel, there is caused a risk that the toughness of the HAZ deteriorates, so that the upper limit of the content of
Si is set to 0.50%. Incidentally, in view of the balance between the strength and the toughness and making deoxidation
more efficient, the content of Si is preferably set to 0.05 to 0.3% and more preferably set to 0.1 to 0.25%.

(Mn: 1.2 to 2.8% or less)

[0090] Mn is an inexpensive element, and is an important element for increasing the Ceq being an index of hardenability,
decreasing the γ/α transformation start temperature of bainite and the intragranular transformed structure, and decreasing
the high-angle grain size to increase the HAZ toughness. Further, even though being added with B, Mn makes it possible
to form polygonal ferrite in the base material without performing low-temperature rolling and to improve the base material
toughness. For securing the strength and the toughness, 1.2% or more of Mn needs to be contained in the steel.
[0091] On the other hand, when Mn is added excessively, the γ/α transformation start temperature decreases exces-
sively, no intragranular transformed structures can be obtained, the grain size increases, and the HAZ toughness is
impaired, so that the upper limit is set to 2.8%. Further, in view of productivity when melting the steel, the upper limit of
Mn is preferably set to 2.5%, and more preferably set to 2.2%.

(S: 0.0001 to 0.0050%)

[0092] S is an impurity, and when greater than 0.0050% of S is contained in the steel, coarse sulfides are formed and
the toughness decreases, so that the content of S is set to 0.0050 or less. Incidentally, for further suppressing the
decrease in toughness, the content of S is preferably set to 0.003% or less, and more preferably set to 0.0025% or less.
Further, when oxides of Ti are finely dispersed in the steel plate, MnS precipitates, intragranular transformation is caused,
and the toughness of the base steel plate and the HAZ improves. In order to obtain this effect, 0.0001% or more of S
needs to be contained in the steel. Thus, the content of S is set to 0.0001 to 0.0050%.

(Ti: 0.003 to 0.030%)

[0093] Ti is an important element for forming nitrides of Ti to contribute to the decrease in crystal grain size of the base
steel plate and the HAZ. Therefore, 0.003% or more of Ti needs to be contained in the steel. For further decreasing the
crystal grain size of the HAZ, the content of Ti is preferably 0.005% or more, and more preferably 0.008% or more.
[0094] On the other hand, when Ti is contained in the steel excessively, coarse inclusions are formed to impair the
toughness, so that the upper limit of Ti is set to 0.030%. Further, for more finely dispersing oxides of Ti, the content of
Ti is preferably 0.028% or less, and more preferably 0.025% or less.
[0095] When oxides of Ti are finely dispersed, they effectively act as formation nuclei for the intragranular transfor-
mation. Incidentally, when the content of oxygen is large when adding Ti, coarse oxides of Ti are formed, so that at the
time of steelmaking, deoxidation is preferably performed by Si and Mn to decrease the content of oxygen in the steel.
In this case, oxides of Al are more likely to be formed than oxides of Ti, so that it is not preferred that an excessive
amount of Al should be added to the steel for deoxidation.
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(B: 0.0003 to 0.005%)

[0096] B significantly increases the hardenability, and is an important element to suppress the formation of coarse
grain boundary ferrite in the HAZ. For obtaining this effect, 0.0003% or more of B needs to be contained in the steel.
Further, for more securely increasing the hardenability, the content of B is preferably 0.0005% or more.
[0097] On the other hand, when B is added to the steel excessively, coarse BN is formed and the toughness of the
HAZ in particular decreases, so that the upper limit of the content of B is set to 0.005%.

(N: 0.0010 to 0.008%)

[0098] N forms TiN and suppresses coarsening of γ grains when the slab is reheated and suppresses coarsening of
γ grains in the HAZ to improve the low-temperature toughness of the base material and the HAZ. The minimum amount
necessary for this is 0.0010%.
[0099] On the other hand, when N is contained excessively, BN is formed to impair the hardenability improving effect
of B, resulting in that coarse grain boundary ferrite is formed to impair the HAZ toughness, or coarse BN is formed to
impair the HAZ toughness. Therefore, the upper limit of N is set to 0.008%. Incidentally, for stably obtaining the effect
by the addition of N, the content of N is preferably set to 0.0020 to 0.007.

(O: 0.0001 to 0.0080%)

[0100] O is an impurity, and the upper limit of the content of O needs to be set to 0.0080% for avoiding the decrease
in toughness caused by the formation of inclusions.
[0101] On the other hand, for forming oxides of Ti to contribute to the intragranular transformation, the content of O
remaining in the steel at the time of casting is set to 0.0001% or more.
[0102] Incidentally, when the balance between the securing of toughness and the formation of oxides of Ti is considered,
the content of O is preferably set to 0.0010 to 0.0050%.

(P: 0.050% or less)

[0103] P is an impurity, and when greater than 0.050% of P is contained in the steel, the toughness of the base steel
plate decreases significantly. Thus, the content of P is limited to 0.050% or less. For improving the toughness of the
HAZ, the content of P is preferably limited to 0.020% or less. Incidentally, the lower limit value of the content of P is not
set in particular, but setting the lower limit value to less than 0.0001% is disadvantageous economically, so that this
value is preferably set to the lower limit value.

(Al: 0.020% or less)

[0104] Al is a deoxidizer, but for increasing the toughness of the steel plate and the HAZ by suppressing the formation
of inclusions, the upper limit of Al needs to be set to 0.020%. The content of Al is limited as above, thereby making it
possible to finely disperse oxides of Ti that contribute to the intragranular transformation. Particularly, for sufficiently
forming oxides of Ti that contribute to the intragranular transformation, the upper limit of Al is set to 0.008%. For finely
dispersing oxides of Ti, the upper limit of Al is preferably 0.005%, and for more stably obtaining oxides of Ti, the upper
limit of Al is more preferably 0.003%. Incidentally, the lower limit value of the content of Al is not set in particular, but
may be greater than 0%.

(Mo: 0.03% or less)

[0105] Mo increases the hardenability significantly by composite addition with B in particular, and is an element effective
for achieving high strength of the base steel plate and improving the HAZ toughness, but the addition of Mo makes the
formation of polygonal ferrite in the base steel plate difficult, to thereby cause a risk that the low-temperature toughness
and the deformability of the base material cannot be secured sufficiently. Therefore, for the improvement of the base
material toughness and the deformability, the amount of Mo is limited to 0.03% or less. Further, Mo is an expensive
element, and it is preferred that Mo should not be added in view of the alloying cost.

(Cr, Cu, and Ni)

[0106] Further, the high-strength steel pipe and the high-strength steel plate of the present invention contain one or
more of Cr, Cu, and Ni in addition to the above-described elements. Cr forms polygonal ferrite in the base steel plate
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without performing low-temperature rolling even though being added with B, and is an element capable of improving the
base material toughness. Further, Cr is an inexpensive element and is an important element for increasing the Ceq
being an index of hardenability, decreasing the γ/α transformation start temperature, and decreasing the high-angle
grain size to increase the HAZ toughness. Further, Cu and Ni are effective elements that increase the strength without
impairing the toughness, and increase the Ceq being an index of hardenability and improve the HAZ toughness. Further,
Cu and Ni form polygonal ferrite in the base material without performing low-temperature rolling even though being
added with B, and improve the base material toughness. Further, Cu and Ni are elements that decrease the γ/α trans-
formation start temperature to decrease the high-angle grain size. Incidentally, Cu and Ni are preferably compositely
contained for suppressing occurrence of surface flaws.
[0107] As will be described later, the contents of Cr, Cu, and Ni are limited so as to make the Ceq to be obtained by
(Expression 1) (or (Expression 1’)) become 0.30 to 0.53 and are limited so as to make the Pcm to be obtained by
(Expression 2) (or (Expression 2’)) become 0.10 to 0.20. Further, for suppressing the formation of M-A in the metal
structure of the HAZ in particular to achieve both high strength and high toughness, the contents of Cr, Cu, and Ni are
limited so as to make the γ/α transformation start temperature to be obtained by (Expression 3) become 500 to 600°C.
[0108] Further, to the high-strength steel pipe and the high-strength steel plate of the present invention, one or two or
more of W, V, Nb, Zr, and Ta may also be added as an element to improve the strength and the toughness, in addition
to the above-described elements. Further, these elements can be regarded as impurities because they do not cause
adverse effects particularly when their contents are each less than the preferable lower limit.

(W, V, Nb, Zr, Ta, Mg, Ca, REM, Y, Hf, and Re)

[0109] Further, in the present invention, one or two or more of W, V, Nb, Zr, Ta, Mg, Ca, REM, Y, Hf, and Re may also
be contained as an element to improve the strength and the toughness, in addition to the above-described elements.
Further, these elements can be regarded as impurities because they do not cause adverse effects particularly when
their contents are each less than the preferable lower limit.
[0110] W, V, Nb, Zr, and Ta each form carbides and nitrides and are elements to improve the strength of the steel by
precipitation strengthening, and one or two or more of them may also be contained. For effectively increasing the strength,
the lower limit of the amount of W is preferably set to 0.01%, the lower limit of the amount of V is preferably set to 0.010%,
the lower limit of the amount of Nb is preferably set to 0.001%, and the lower limits of the amount of Zr and the amount
of Ta are both preferably set to 0.0001%.
[0111] On the other hand, when W is added excessively, the strength sometimes increases excessively due to the
improvement of the hardenability to impair the toughness, so that the upper limit of the amount of W is preferably set to
0.50%. Further, when V, Nb, Zr, and Ta are added excessively, carbides and nitrides sometimes become coarse to
impair the toughness, so that the upper limit of the amount of V is preferably set to 0.100%, the upper limit of the amount
of Nb is preferably set to 0.200%, and the upper limits of the amount of Zr and the amount of Ta are both preferably set
to 0.0500%.
[0112] Mg, Ca, REM, Y, Hf, and Re each are an element to control the form of inclusions to achieve the improvement
of toughness, and one or two or more of them may also be contained.
[0113] Mg is an element exhibiting an effect for making oxides fine and suppressing the form of sulfides. Particularly,
fine oxides of Mg act as formation nuclei for the intragranular transformation, and have an effect of suppressing the
increase in grain size as pinning particles. For obtaining these effects, 0.0001% or more of Mg is preferably contained.
On the other hand, greater than 0.0100% of Mg is contained, coarse oxides are sometimes formed to decrease the
toughness of the HAZ, so that the upper limit of the amount of Mg is preferably set to 0.0100%.
[0114] Ca and REM are elements useful for controlling the form of sulfides and are elements that form sulfides to
suppress the formation of MnS extended in the rolling direction and improve properties of the steel material in the plate
thickness direction, particularly lamellar tear resistance. For obtaining these effects, the lower limits of the amount of Ca
and the amount of REM are both preferably set to 0.0001% or more. On the other hand, when the amount of Ca and
the amount of REM exceed 0.0050%, oxides increase, fine oxides containing Ti decrease, and occurrence of intragranular
transformation is sometimes inhibited, so that the amount of Ca and the amount of REM are each preferably set to
0.0050% or less.
[0115] Y, Hf, and Re are also elements exhibiting effects similar to those of Ca and REM, and when they are added
excessively, occurrence of intragranular transformation is sometimes inhibited. Therefore, the preferable ranges of the
amount of Y, the amount of Hf, and the amount of Re are each 0.0001 to 0.0050%.
[0116] Further, the balance other than the above-described elements is practically composed of Fe, and elements
that do not impair the functions and effects of the present invention such as inevitable impurities can be added in minute
amounts.
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(Carbon equivalent Ceq)

[0117] In the present invention, for securing the low-temperature toughness of the steel plate and the HAZ, the carbon
equivalent Ceq of (Expression 1) below that is calculated from the respective contents [mass%] of C, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr,
Mo, and V being the elements contributing to the hardenability improvement, is set to 0.30 to 0.53. The carbon equivalent
Ceq has been known to be correlated with the maximum hardness of the weld zone and is a value to be an index of
hardenability and weldability. 

[0118] Here, C, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo in (Expression 1) above denote the contents of the respective elements
[mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%.
[0119] Incidentally, in the present invention, when V is further contained, the Ceq is obtained by (Expression 1’) below
in place of (Expression 1) above. 

[0120] Here, C, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, and V in (Expression 1’) above denote the contents of the respective elements
[mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%. V is calculated as 0 when the
content is less than 0.010 mass%.

(Cracking parameter Pcm)

[0121] Further, for securing the low-temperature toughness of the steel plate and the HAZ, the cracking parameter
Pcm of (Expression 2) below that is calculated from the contents [mass%] of C, Si, Mn, Cu, Cr, Ni, Mo, V, and B is set
to 0.10 to 0.20. The cracking parameter Pcm has been known as a coefficient enabling a guess of low-temperature
cracking sensitivity at welding, and is a value to be an index of hardenability and weldability. 

[0122] Here, C, Si, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, and B in (Expression 2) above denote the contents of the respective elements
[mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%.
[0123] Incidentally, in the present invention, when V is further contained, the Pcm is obtained by (Expression 2’) below
in place of (Expression 2) above. 

[0124] Here, C, Si, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, V, and B in (Expression 2’) above denote the contents of the respective elements
[mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%. V is calculated as 0 when the
content is less than 0.010 mass%.
[0125] Further, for obtaining good HAZ toughness at an extremely low temperature of -60°C in particular, it is necessary
to make a microstructure in which the high-angle grain size of the metal structure composed of bainite and intragranular
transformed structure is 80 mm or less. For achieving it, in addition to the limitation of the Ceq and the Pcm, the γ/α
transformation start temperature in the HAZ obtained by (Expression 3) below is further set to 500 to 600°C. 
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(Metal structure)

[0126] The metal structure of the base steel plate of the high-strength steel pipe of the present invention and the metal
structure of the high-strength steel plate of the present invention are each mainly composed of polygonal ferrite and
contain a hard phase as its balance. Here, FIG. 8 is a photograph showing the metal structure of the base steel plate.
FIG. 9 is a schematic view for explaining the metal structure of the base steel plate. The polygonal ferrite is ferrite to be
formed at a relatively high temperature during air cooling after hot rolling. The polygonal ferrite has an aspect ratio of 1
to 4, and is distinguished from ferrite rolled to be extended (worked ferrite) and acicular ferrite (acicular ferrite) and
Widmanstatten ferrite that are formed at a relatively low temperature during accelerated cooling after hot rolling. Here,
the aspect ratio is a value of the length of a ferrite grain divided by the width.
[0127] Further, the polygonal ferrite is observed as a white, round, and massive structure not containing precipitates
such as coarse cementite and martensite-austenite constituents (to be referred to as M-A) in a grain with an optical
microscope.
[0128] Further, the above-described hard phase is a structure composed of one or both of bainite and martensite.
Incidentally, in the structure to be observed with an optical microscope, as the balance other than polygonal ferrite,
bainite, and martensite, retained austenite and M-A are sometimes contained. The fraction of M-A in the base material
is desirably 8.0% or less.
[0129] As shown in FIG. 9, in the metal structure of the base steel plate, in contrast to white, round, and massive
polygonal ferrite 1, a hard phase 2 such as bainite appears in a lath shape or a plate shape, for example, and M-A 3
appears outside the polygonal ferrite 1.
[0130] The area ratio of polygonal ferrite in the steel plate is made to become 27% or more. As described above, in
the steel plate having the chemical composition with increased hardenability, polygonal ferrite is formed and the balance
is composed of the hard phase of bainite and martensite, and thereby the balance between the strength and the de-
formability is improved. When the area fraction of polygonal ferrite is 27% or more, the yield ratio being an index of
deformability (YS/TS) becomes 80% or less, and when the area ratio of polygonal ferrite is 50% or more, the yield ratio
becomes 70% or less, resulting in that good deformability can be obtained.
[0131] On the other hand, for securing the strength, it is necessary to make the area ratio of polygonal ferrite become
90% or less. As shown in FIG. 3, the area ratio of polygonal ferrite is made to become 90% or less, thereby making it
possible to secure the tensile strength corresponding to X70 or higher. Further, for increasing the strength to secure the
tensile strength corresponding to X80 or higher, the area ratio of polygonal ferrite is preferably made to become 80%
or less. Further, for more stably securing the tensile strength corresponding to X80, the area ratio of polygonal ferrite is
more preferably made to become 70% or less, and the further preferable value of the area ratio is 60% or less.
[0132] Further, the area ratio of polygonal ferrite is made to become 27 to 90%, thereby improving the balance between
the strength and the toughness of the steel plate. The area ratio of polygonal ferrite is made to become 20% or more,
and thereby, as shown in FIG. 4, the low-temperature toughness of the steel plate improves significantly to make it
possible to make the shear area at the DWTT at -60°C become 85% or more.
[0133] Further, in the metal structure of the steel plate, the balance other than polygonal ferrite is the hard phase
composed of one or both of bainite and martensite. The area ratio of the hard phase becomes 10 to 73% because the
area ratio of polygonal ferrite is 27 to 90%.
[0134] The bainite is defined as a structure in which carbides, retained austenite, and M-A are positioned between
lath-shaped, plate-shaped, or massive bainitic ferrites or in bainitic ferrite. The martensite is a structure composed of
lath-shaped or plate-shaped ferrite in which carbon is solid-dissolved in a supersaturated manner, where no carbides
precipitate. The retained austenite is that austenite formed at high temperature is not γ/α transformed to be retained at
room temperature.
[0135] Incidentally, the plate thickness of the high-strength steel plate of the present invention is not limited, but it is
particularly effective when the plate thickness is 20 to 40 mm. Similarly, the plate thickness of the base steel plate of
the high-strength steel pipe of the present invention is not limited, but it is particularly effective when the plate thickness
is 20 to 40 mm.

(Metal structure of the HAZ)

[0136] Further, for obtaining good HAZ toughness at an extremely low temperature of -60°C in particular in the high-
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strength steel pipe of the present invention, it is important that the metal structure in a prior γ grain in the HAZ contains
the intragranular transformed structure.
[0137] FIG. 10(a) and FIG. 10(b) are schematic views for explaining the structure of the HAZ in the high-strength steel
pipe of the present invention and are views for explaining the intragranular transformed structure. FIG. 10(a) shows the
state where no intragranular transformed structures 12 are contained in a prior γ grain and FIG. 10(b) shows the state
where the intragranular transformed structures 12 are contained in a prior γ grain. As will be described later, the high-
strength steel pipe of the present invention is manufactured in a manner that for example, the high-strength steel plate
(base material) is formed into a pipe shape, butt portions are welded, and the pipe is expanded. On this occasion, a
range from a weld metal to a predetermined distance becomes the HAZ.
[0138] In FIG. 10(a) and FIG. 10(b), each symbol 11 denotes a prior γ (austenite) grain boundary, and a region
surrounded by this prior γ grain boundary 11 corresponds to the inside of the prior γ grain. The prior γ grain boundary is
an austenite grain boundary formed when the base structure exposed to high temperature by welding is transformed
into austenite. The inside of the prior γ grain is γ/α transformed during a cooling process after the welding to be a structure
containing the intragranular transformed structures 12.
[0139] FIG. 10(a) and FIG. 10(b) each show the metal structure of two prior γ grains G1 and G2 being in contact with
each other in the HAZ. The metal structure shown in FIG. 10(a) and FIG. 10(b) can be observed in a manner that the
HAZ is etched with nital or the like to be magnified 100 times to 500 times or so by using an optical microscope or a
scanning electron microscope.
[0140] In the high-strength steel pipe of the present invention, particularly Al is set to 0.005% or less, thereby making
it possible to finely disperse oxides of Ti in the steel and to form the intragranular transformed structure in the prior γ
grain in the HAZ starting from the oxide of Ti (an inclusion).
[0141] Here, as shown in FIG. 10(a), in the state where the intragranular transformed structures 12 are not contained
in the prior γ grain, bainite grains and martensite grains 14 to be formed in the prior γ grain are not divided and the crystal
grain sizes in the prior γ grain do not decrease.
[0142] In contrast to this, as shown in FIG. 10(b), in the prior γ grain in the HAZ, a state where oxides of Ti 12 are
finely dispersed is made because the amount of Al is decreased and an appropriate amount of Ti is added. (Incidentally,
the oxides of Ti 12 are extremely fine).
[0143] Here, the metal structure of the base material heated up to a γ region by welding is transformed into austenite,
and in a process of the austenite being cooled, ferrite or bainitic ferrite using the oxide of Ti 12 finely dispersed in the
steel as a nucleus is formed in a radial pattern (a petal shape). The ferrite formed in a petal shape is called intragranular
ferrite, and the bainite in a petal shape is called intragranular bainite. In the present invention, the intragranular ferrite
and the intragranular bainite are referred to as an intragranular transformed structure 13 collectively. The intragranular
transformed structures 13 have crystal orientations different from those of the bainite grains and martensite grains to
be obtained normally denoted by the symbol 14, to thus divide these bainite grains and martensite grains 14, resulting
in that the crystal grain sizes in the prior γ grain decrease.
[0144] As shown in FIG. 10(b), in the high-strength steel pipe of the present invention, the intragranular transformed
structures 13 divide coarse bainite structures and martensite structure (the bainite grains and martensite grains 14) in
the prior γ grain, to thereby make the HAZ structure fine overall. Incidentally, in FIG. 10(b), only in the prior γ grain G1
on one side, the state where the bainite grains and martensite grains 14 are divided by the intragranular transformed
structures 13 is shown, but in the prior γ grain G2 on the other side as well, the state where the intragranular transformed
structures 13 are formed to divide the bainite grains and martensite grains 14 is made similarly.
[0145] That is, in the high-strength steel pipe of the present invention in which Al is limited to 0.008% or less, an
appropriate amount of Ti is added, and thereby oxides of Ti are finely dispersed, many intragranular transformed structures
are formed in the prior γ grains of the HAZ to divide coarse bainite (or martensite) to be formed in the prior γ grains, and
thereby the entire HAZ structure is made fine and the HAZ toughness improves.
[0146] As above, many intragranular transformed structures are desirably formed so that the high-angle grain size of
the metal structure in the HAZ may become 80 mm or less. For further increasing the HAZ toughness at extremely low
temperature, the high-angle grain size of the metal structure in the HAZ is preferably made to become 70 mm or less,
and further preferably made to become 60 mm or less. Incidentally, as described above, the high-angle grain size is the
grain size of a crystal grain regarding an interface having an angular difference of 15° or more as a grain boundary and
is measured by an EBSP (Electron Back Scatter Diffraction Pattern) method. In the metal structure of the HAZ, the
interface having an angular difference (the grain boundary) is defined as a high-angle grain boundary, and the maximum
grain size of grain sizes of crystal grains surrounded by the high-strength grain boundary is defined as a high-angle
grain size effective for the HAZ toughness (an effective crystal grain size).
[0147] In the present invention, the γ/α transformation start temperature in the HAZ obtained by (Expression 3) above
is set to 500 to 600°C, and thereby the formation of intragranular transformed structures is promoted and the high-angle
grain size of the metal structure in the HAZ becomes 80 mm or less. Here, FIG. 11 is a photograph showing the metal
structure of the HAZ when the γ/α transformation start temperature is higher than 600°C. Further, FIG. 12 is a photograph
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showing the metal structure of the HAZ when the γ/α transformation start temperature is 500 to 600°C. In each place
indicated by the arrow in the drawings, the oxide of Ti to be a formation nucleus for the intragranular transformed structure
exists. It is conceivable that the metal structures in FIG. 11 and FIG. 12 are substantially the same in the mount of Al,
the amount of Ti, and the amount of oxygen in spite of the γ/α transformation start temperatures being different, so that
they are the same also in the dispersion state of oxides of Ti. However, as shown in FIG. 11, when the γ/α transformation
start temperature is higher than 600°C, the number of intragranular transformed structures to be formed is decreased
and the high-angle grain size exceeds 80 mm. Incidentally, when the γ/α transformation start temperature decreases to
lower than 500°C, the high-angle grain size exceeds 80 mm similarly. In contrast to this, as shown in FIG. 12, when the
γ/α transformation start temperature is 500 to 600°C, the intragranular transformation is promoted to form many intra-
granular transformed structures, so that the high-angle grain size becomes 80 mm or less.
[0148] Further, in the high-strength steel pipe of the present invention, M-A is a structure harmful for the HAZ toughness.
Therefore, M-A in the HAZ is made to become 2.5% or less in area fraction. Incidentally, for stably obtaining good HAZ
toughness, M-A is preferably made to become 2.2 % or less in area fraction, and for obtaining better HAZ toughness,
M-A is preferably made to become 1.7% or less, and more preferably made to become 1.3% or less.
[0149] Here, FIG. 13 is a photograph showing the metal structure of the HAZ when the area fraction of M-A is 2.2%.
Further, FIG. 14 is a photograph showing the metal structure of the HAZ when the area fraction of M-A is 3.0%. In FIG.
13 and FIG. 14, M-A appears as a white part. As shown in FIG. 13, when the area fraction of M-A is 2.2%, vTrs (a fracture
appearance transition temperature) becomes -65°C and the low-temperature toughness at -60°C or lower is guaranteed.
In contrast to this, as shown in FIG. 14, when the area fraction of M-A is 3.0%, vTrs (the fracture appearance transition
temperature) becomes -55°C and the low-temperature toughness at -60°C or lower is no longer guaranteed.
[0150] Incidentally, in FIG. 13 and FIG. 14, the measurement of the fraction of M-An is performed based on area
fractions obtained when the metal structure of the HAZ is observed at 500 magnifications by using an optical microscope.
[0151] Incidentally, when the tensile strength of the base steel plate is 500 to 800 MPa under the condition that the
circumference direction of the high-strength steel pipe in the present invention is set to the tensile direction, the effect
of the present invention can be more enjoyed.

(Manufacturing method)

[0152] Next, there will be explained manufacturing methods of the high-strength steel plate and the high-strength steel
pipe of the present invention. First, a steel slab composed of the above-described chemical composition is heated to
950°C or higher, is subjected to hot rolling at Ar3 or higher, and then is slowly cooled to be subjected to accelerated
cooling down to a temperature of Bs or lower obtained by (Expression 4) below from a temperature of Ar3 - 100°C to
Ar3 - 10°C at an average cooling rate of 10°C/s or more. 

[0153] Here, C, Mn, Ni, Cr, and Mo in (Expression 4) above denote the contents of the respective elements [mass%].
Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the contents are 0%.
[0154] The above-described chemical composition containing B is made, and thereby the hardenability is increased
to suppress the ferrite formation in the HAZ, but polygonal ferrite to improve the deformability and the low-temperature
toughness can be formed in the high-strength steel plate to be the base material. According to the present invention in
particular, by selecting hardenability improving elements other than Mo as a third element to be added with B, rolling at
low temperature that applies a load to a rolling step is not required, and only by setting the start temperature of the
accelerated cooling to be performed after the hot rolling to Ar3 - 100°C to Ar3 - 10°C, the area ratio of polygonal ferrite
in the steel plate becomes 27 to 90%.
[0155] In the manufacturing method, a steel made of the above-described chemical composition is first melted in a
steelmaking step and then is cast to form a steel slab. In the steelmaking step, a steel has Si and Mn added thereto to
be subjected to weak deoxidation, and then has Ti added thereto to be melted so as to have the above-described
chemical composition, and then is cast to form the steel slab. The melting and the casting of the steel may be performed
by ordinary methods, but continuous casting is preferable in view of productivity. Then, the steel slab is reheated for hot
rolling.
[0156] A reheating temperature at hot rolling is set to 950°C or higher. This is because hot rolling is performed at a
temperature at which the structure of the steel turns to an austenite single-phase, namely in an austenite region to
decrease crystal grain sizes of the base steel plate.
[0157] The upper limit of the heating temperature is not prescribed particularly, but for suppressing an increase in the
effective crystal grain size, the heating temperature is preferably set to 1250°C or lower. Incidentally, for increasing the
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area ratio of polygonal ferrite, the upper limit of the heating temperature is preferably set to 1100°C or lower, and further
preferably set to 1050°C or lower.
[0158] Next, the heated steel slab is subjected to hot rolling through a plurality of passes while controlling temperature
and a reduction ratio, and after completion, is air cooled and is subjected to accelerated cooling. For decreasing the
crystal grain size of the base steel plate, the reduction ratio of hot rolling in a recrystallization region of higher than 900°C
is preferably set to 2.0 or more. The reduction ratio in the recrystallization region means a ratio of the plate thickness of
the steel slab and the plate thickness at 900°C. Further, the hot rolling needs to be finished at the temperature of Ar3 or
higher at which the structure of the base material turns to an austenite single-phase. When the hot rolling is performed
at lower than the temperature of Ar3, the productivity decreases. Further, worked ferrite having an aspect ratio of greater
than 4 is formed, a fracture form called separation is formed, and absorbed energy at a Charpy impact test decreases.
[0159] Incidentally, in the present invention, it is also possible that at the end of the hot rolling step, a rolling start
temperature is set to Ar3 to Ar3 + 100°C and non-recrystallized γ region rolling to be performed in a non-recrystallizedγ
region at 900°C or lower is performed. In this case, when the productivity is considered, the rolling start temperature is
preferably set to Ar3 + 60 to Ar3 + 100°C. For decreasing the effective crystal grain size of the base steel plate, the
reduction ratio of the hot rolling in the non-recrystallized γ region is preferably set to 2.5 or more, and for further decreasing
the effective crystal grain size, the reduction ratio is preferably set to 3.0 or more. Incidentally, in the present invention,
the reduction ratio of the non-recrystallized γ region rolling is a ratio of the plate thickness at 900°C divided by the plate
thickness obtained after the hot rolling is finished.
[0160] Incidentally, the upper limits of the reduction ratios in the non-recrystallized γ region and the recrystallization
region are not prescribed, but when the plate thickness of the steel slab before the hot rolling and the plate thickness of
the steel plate after the hot rolling are considered, the upper limits are normally 12.0 or less.
[0161] In the present invention, as a third element to be added with B, selecting hardenability improving elements
other than Mo is extremely important. This is because in the Mo-B compositely-added steel whose hardenability effect
is greatly improved by composite addition of B and Mo, ferrite transformation is significantly delayed.
[0162] Then, as long as the elements other than Mo are selected to increase the hardenability in this manner, the
formation of grain boundary ferrite in the HAZ is suppressed and the formation of polygonal ferrite in the base material
is facilitated. At that time, the alloying elements other than Mo are used to bring the Ceq being an index of hardenability
to the 0.30-to-0.53 range. For achieving this, in addition to C, elements such as Mn, Cr, Ni, and Cu may also be selected.
[0163] For forming polygonal ferrite in the base material, the rolling start temperature of the hot rolling is set to a low
temperature of Ar3 + 60°C or lower, and no strain-introducing rolling (low-temperature rolling) at a reduction ratio of 1.5
or more is required. However, the accelerated cooling after the hot rolling needs to start in the range of Ar3 - 100°C to
Ar3 - 10°C. Thereby, the area ratio of polygonal ferrite of the steel plate to be the base material becomes 27 to 90%.
Incidentally, the accelerated cooling start temperature is preferably set to be in the range of Ar3 - 70°C to Ar3 - 20°C.
[0164] Incidentally, before the above-described non-recrystallized γ region rolling, recrystallization rolling may also be
performed. The recrystallization rolling is rolling in the recrystallization region at higher than 900°C and non-recrystallized
region rolling is rolling in a non-recrystallized region at 900°C or lower. The recrystallization rolling may also be started
immediately after the steel slab is extracted from a heating furnace, so that its start temperature is not particularly
prescribed. Further, rolling with a plurality of passes may also be performed while controlling temperature and a reduction
ratio.
[0165] Further, for decreasing the effective crystal grain size of the steel plate, the reduction ratios in the recrystallization
rolling and the non-recrystallized γ region rolling are preferably set to 1.5 or more.
[0166] Further, after the hot rolling is finished, slow cooling is performed and then accelerated cooling is performed.
For forming 27 to 90% in area ratio of polygonal ferrite, the slow cooling needs to be performed down to a temperature
of lower than Ar3 after the non-recrystallized γ region rolling is finished. Thus, it is necessary to start the above-described
accelerated cooling at a temperature in the range of Ar3 - 100°C to Ar3 - 10°C.
[0167] Further, for suppressing the formations of pearlite, coarse cementite, and coarse M-A to secure the tensile
strength and the toughness, the average cooling rate of the above-described accelerated cooling needs to be set to
10°C/s or more. As above, the slow cooling is performed down to the accelerated cooling start temperature to form
polygonal ferrite, and then the accelerated cooling is performed, thereby making it possible to cause bainite transformation
and martensite transformation and to improve the strength and the toughness. Incidentally, the average cooling rate of
the accelerated cooling is preferably set to 20°C/s or more.
[0168] Incidentally, a certain air cooling period normally exists until the accelerated cooling is started after the hot
rolling. The cooling (slow cooling) down to the accelerated cooling start temperature after the hot rolling may also be
performed during this air cooling period. This cooling is defined as slow cooling at an average cooling rate of less than
10°C/s. As above, the cooling until the accelerated cooling is started is defined as the slow cooling (at an average cooling
rate of less than 10°C/s), thereby making it possible to form polygonal ferrite effectively.
[0169] Here, each cooling rate is defined as an average rate at the plate thickness center of the steel slab and each
temperature is defined as an average temperature of the steel slab.
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[0170] Further, regarding the above-described accelerated cooling, for securing the strength by suppressing the for-
mations of pearlite, coarse cementite, and coarse M-A and forming the hard phase composed of one or both of bainite
and martensite, a stop temperature of the accelerated cooling needs to be set to Bs or lower, which is obtained by
(Expression 4) below. Incidentally, Bs is a bainite transformation start temperature and has been known to be decreased
by the addition of the alloying elements as shown in (Expression 4) below. As long as the accelerated cooling is performed
down to a temperature of Bs or lower, bainite can be formed. 

[0171] Further, the lower limit of the stop temperature of the accelerated cooling is not prescribed, and the accelerated
cooling may also be performed down to room temperature. However, when the productivity and hydrogen defects are
considered, the stop temperature is preferably 150°C or higher.
[0172] Further, the high-strength steel pipe of the present invention can be manufactured in a manner that the high-
strength steel plate manufactured by the above-described method is used as a base material to be formed into a pipe
shape by a UO, JCO, or bend roll step, butt portions are arc-welded internally and externally, and then the pipe is expanded.
[0173] Regarding the above-described arc welding, submerged-arc welding is preferably employed in view of the
toughness of a weld metal and the productivity. When the high-strength steel plate having a thickness of 20 to 40 mm
is used as a base material to manufacture a welded steel pipe particularly, the heat input of the submerged-arc welding
to be performed internally and externally is preferably set to 3.0 to 10.0 kJ/mm. As long as the heat input is in this range,
in the steel pipe of the present invention having the above-described chemical composition, the high-angle grain size
of the HAZ, which is the effective crystal grain size, becomes 80 mm or less and excellent low-temperature toughness
can be obtained.
[0174] Further, when the submerged-arc welding is performed internally and externally for each pass, the heat input
of the internal welding and the heat input of the external welding do not have to be the same in condition, and the heat
inputs may also be somewhat different.
[0175] After the arc welding, the pipe may also be expanded for improving the circularity of the steel pipe. When the
circularity of the steel pipe is increased by pipe expansion, the steel pipe needs to be deformed to a plastic region, so
that an expansion ratio is preferably set to 0.7% or more. Incidentally, the expansion ratio is that the value of the difference
between the outer circumferential length of the steel pipe after expansion and the outer circumferential length of the
steel pipe before expansion divided by the outer circumferential length of the steel pipe before expansion is expressed
on a percentage basis. When the expansion ratio is set to greater than 2%, there is a risk that the base material and the
weld zone both decrease in toughness due to plastic deformation. Thus, the expansion ratio is preferably set to 0.7 to 2.0%.
[0176] Further, on the weld zone and the HAZ of the obtained steel pipe, a heat treatment may also be performed.
When the weld zone and the HAZ are heated to a temperature of 300 to 600°C in particular, coarse M-A formed along
a prior austenite grain boundary is decomposed into bainite and fine cementite, so that the toughness improves. Inci-
dentally, when the heating temperature is lower than 300°C, the decomposition of coarse M-A becomes sometimes
insufficient to make it impossible to obtain an effect of improving the toughness sufficiently, so that the lower limit is
preferably set to 300°C or higher. On the other hand, when the weld zone is heated to higher than 600°C, precipitates
are sometimes formed to deteriorate the toughness of the weld metal, so that the upper limit is preferably set to 600°C
or lower. When M-A formed in the HAZ is decomposed into bainite and cementite, a resultant having the same shape
as that of M-A and containing fine white precipitates therein is made and can be distinguished from M-A by observation
with a SEM.
[0177] Regarding the heat treatment, the weld zone and the HAZ may be heated by a burner externally, or may also
be subjected to high-frequency heating. The pipe may be cooled immediately after its outer surface reaches the heat
treatment temperature, but is preferably held for 1 to 600s for promoting the decomposition of M-A. However, when the
cost of facilities and the productivity are considered, the time for holding is preferably set to 300s or shorter.
[0178] The high-strength steel plate according to the present invention explained above has a steel component with
high hardenability in which B is added, an additive amount of Mo is limited, and further the carbon equivalent Ceq and
the cracking parameter Pcm fall within the above-described ranges. Further, the metal structure is a composite structure
composed of soft and fine polygonal ferrite and the hard phase composed of one or both of bainite and martensite.
Therefore, the metal structure makes it possible to suppress the formation of coarse grain boundary ferrite and improve
the low-temperature toughness in the HAZ and also to improve the low-temperature toughness of the base material.
Further, the metal structure is a composite structure of polygonal ferrite and bainite and/or martensite, so that the yield
ratio can be suppressed and excellent deformability can be obtained.
[0179] Further, the high-strength steel pipe according to the present invention uses the above-described high-strength
steel plate as the base material, so that the base material toughness, the HAZ toughness, and the deformability at
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extremely low temperature all can be improved. Regarding the chemical composition of the high-strength steel plate to
be the base material, C is decreased and further Mo is limited, and thereby the formation of M-A harmful for the low-
temperature toughness is decreased. Further, by decreasing Al and adding an appropriate amount of Ti, the intragranular
transformation is promoted, and by adding an appropriate amount of B, the hardenability is increased and the formation
of coarse ferrite from grain boundaries is suppressed. Further, by the addition of one or two or more of Cr, Cu, and Ni,
the hardenability is increased, and by the fine intragranular transformed structures transformed at low temperature, the
metal structure in the HAZ is composed of fine grains made of bainite and the intragranular transformed structure.
[0180] Further, even though the high-strength steel pipe according to the present invention has particularly a thickness
of 20 mm or more and further has a thickness of 30 mm or more, excellent low-temperature toughness of the HAZ at
extremely low temperatures of -40°C and further -60°C can be secured. Therefore, the high-strength steel pipe according
to the present invention can be applied as a steel pipe for line pipe, particularly as a steel pipe for thick high-strength
line pipe.
[0181] Further, according to the manufacturing method of the high-strength steel plate according to the present in-
vention, controlling the conditions of the cooling to be performed after hot rolling makes it possible to form polygonal
ferrite without requiring low-temperature rolling in the hot rolling step. Thereby, it becomes possible to manufacture the
high-strength steel plate having improved strength and HAZ toughness and having extremely excellent deformability
and low-temperature toughness as a base material portion.
[0182] Further, according to the manufacturing method of the high-strength steel plate according to the present in-
vention, it is possible to make the chemical composition that is capable of sufficiently securing the hardenability even
though the additive amount of expensive Mo is limited, and to form polygonal ferrite without performing low-temperature
rolling that has been performed conventionally. Therefore, it becomes possible to suppress the alloying cost and the
production cost.
[0183] Further, according to the manufacturing method of the high-strength steel pipe according to the present inven-
tion, the steel plate having the chemical composition sufficiently contributing to the hardenability is used, so that when
the steel plate is welded to manufacture the steel pipe, the formation of coarse grain boundary ferrite to the HAZ can
be suppressed and excellent low-temperature toughness can be secured.

Example

[0184] Hereinafter, the effect of the present invention will be explained by Examples, but the present invention is not
limited to the conditions used for Examples below.

(Example 1)

[0185] Steels having chemical compositions shown in Table 1 were melted to form steel slabs each having a thickness
of 240 to 300 mm by continuous casting in accordance with an ordinary method. Each steel slab plate thickness at that
time is shown Table 2.
[0186] Next, these steel slabs were each heated up to a reheating temperature shown in Table 2 and then were
subjected to hot rolling under conditions shown in Table 2 and were cooled to manufacture steel plates each having a
final plate thickness shown in Table 2. Incidentally, rolling conditions of non-recrystallized γ region rolling being a final
step of the hot rolling of this example are shown in Table 2.
[0187] Further, in this example, the steel plates obtained after the hot rolling were each slowly cooled down to a start
temperature of accelerated cooling shown in Table 2 (at an average cooling rate of less than 10°C/s), and then were
cooled by water cooling under conditions of the accelerated cooling shown in Table 2. Further, Ar3 of each steel type
was obtained in a manner that each test piece having a height of 12 mm and having a diameter of 8 mm was cut out of
the manufactured steel slabs and was subjected to a work/heat treatment simulating hot rolling to then be subjected to
thermal expansion measurement.
[0188] Incidentally, regarding the chemical compositions and the manufacturing conditions shown in Table 1 and Table
2, an underline is added to each numerical value deviating from the ranges of the present invention. Further, each
numerical value of the start temperature of the non-recrystallized γ region rolling and each numerical value of the start
temperature of the accelerated cooling mean the difference from Ar3.
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[0189] Microstructures of plate thickness center portions of the steel plates manufactured as above were observed
with an optical microscope to measure their area ratios of polygonal ferrite and their area ratios of a hard phase composed
of bainite and martensite as their balance.
[0190] Further, from each of the steel plates, a press-notched test piece having a notch provided therein in parallel to
the plate thickness direction was fabricated with the plate width direction set as the longitudinal direction based on API,
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5L3, ASTM, and E436, and was subjected to a drop weight tear test (DWTT). The DWTT was performed at -60°C, and
each shear area (SA) was obtained and each low-temperature toughness was evaluated. Further, each tensile property
was evaluated in a manner that a test piece of the API specification was used to be subjected to a tensile test to obtain
a tensile strength. Further, based on the result obtained by the tensile test, each yield ratio (yield strength/tensile strength)
was calculated to evaluate deformability.
[0191] Incidentally, the tensile property was evaluated to be good in the case of X70 or higher (the tensile strength of
570 MPa or more), the deformability was evaluated to be good in the case of the yield ratio of 80% or less, and the low-
temperature toughness was evaluated to be good in the case of SA of 85% or more.
[0192] Results are shown in Table 3.

[0193] Manufacture No. 1, 3 to 7, 9 to 13, 15, and 16 shown in Table 3 are present invention examples, where polygonal
ferrite having an aspect ratio of 1 to 4 is 27 to 90% in area ratio. These are steel plates excellent in deformability and
low-temperature toughness, in which tensile strengths of X70 or higher and further X80 or higher are satisfied, the area
ratio of polygonal ferrite is 27% or more, the yield ratio is 80% or less, and SA at the DWTT is 85% or more. Further,
they are steel plates excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness, in which the area ratio of polygonal ferrite
is 50% or more and the yield ratio is 70% or less.
[0194] These steel plates were each formed into a pipe by a UO step, butt portions of each of the pipes were submerged-
arc welded internally and externally, the pipes were each expanded, and steel pipes were manufactured. Of these steel
pipes, each metal structure was the same as that of each of the steel plates, each tensile strength was the same as that
of each of the steel plates or was higher than that of each of the steel plates by 5 to 20 MPa, and each low-temperature
toughness was the same as that of each of the steel plates. Each yield ratio of the steel pipes became higher than that
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of each of the steel plates by 6 to 17% due to work hardening when the pipe was formed, but was able to be suppressed
to 72 to 85%, which was lower than 93% being the maximum yield ratio prescribed in X70 to X80 of the API specification,
and regarding the deformability as well, good results were able to be obtained.
[0195] On the other hand, Manufacture No. 2 shown in Table 3 is an example, in which the accelerated cooling start
temperature is low, the area ratio of polygonal ferrite increases excessively, and the strength decreases to less than X70.
[0196] Manufacture No. 8 and 14 each are an example, in which the accelerated cooling start temperature is high,
the area ratio of polygonal ferrite decreases, the yield ratio increases, and the shear area decreases.
[0197] Further, Manufacture No. 17 to 19 shown in Table 3 each are a comparative example, in which the chemical
composition is outside the range of the present invention. Manufacture 17 is an example, in which the amount of B is
small, polygonal ferrite increases, and the tensile strength decreases. Manufacture No. 18 and 19 each are an example,
in which the amount of Mo is large, polygonal ferrite decreases, and the deformability and the low-temperature toughness
decrease.

(Example 2)

[0198] The concentration of oxygen in adding Ti was adjusted to be in the 0.001-to-0.003% range, and steels having
chemical compositions shown in Table 4 and Table 5 were each melted in a steelmaking step and then were cast to
form steel slabs. The melting and the casting of the steel may be performed by ordinary methods, or may also be
performed by continuous casting in view of the productivity. In this example, melting and casting of the steel were
performed by continuous casting.
[0199] Next, the obtained steel slabs were each reheated to 950°C or higher for hot rolling to then be hot rolled at
700°C or higher, and then were water-cooled at an average cooling rate of 10°C/s or more to manufacture steel plates.
Incidentally, in the hot rolling of this example, the reduction ratio of rolling in a recrystallization region was set to be in
the 0-to-3 range and the reduction ratio of rolling in a non-recrystallized region was set to be in the 2-to-9 range.
[0200] Incidentally, regarding the chemical compositions shown in Table 4 and Table 5, an underline is added to each
numeral value deviating from the ranges of the present invention.
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and was subjected to a HAZ simulated thermal cycle treatment simulating a HAZ that was submerged-arc welded while
changing the plate thickness in the 20-to-40 mm range and changing the welding heat input in the 3.0-to-10.0 kJ/mm
range. Heating may be performed by dielectric heating, induction heating, or high-frequency heating, and cooling may
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be performed by water, He gas, nitrogen gas, or the like. In this example, the heating of the HAZ simulated thermal cycle
treatment was performed by heating at 1400°C, and the cooling was performed by He gas or nitrogen gas.
[0202] Incidentally, on Manufacture No. 6, 10, 11, 12, 18, and 19 shown in Table 6, tempering with heat treatment
temperatures shown in Table 6 set as the maximum was performed after the HAZ simulated thermal cycle treatment.
[0203] From each of the steel pieces having been subjected to the HAZ simulated thermal cycle treatment, a test piece
for microstructure observation was taken and was etched and then had its structure observed by using an optical
microscope or a SEM to measure an area fraction of M-A in a HAZ. Here, an intragranular transformed structure was
defined as ferrite or bainite formed in a petal shape starting from an inclusion.
[0204] Further, by an EBSP method, an interface having an angular difference of 15° was defined as a high-angle
grain boundary and a high-angle grain size was measured. Further, from each of the steel pieces having been subjected
to the HAZ simulated thermal cycle treatment, a V-notch Charpy impact test piece was taken and was subjected to a
Charpy impact test at -60°C. Charpy absorbed energy was measured based on JIS Z 2242.
[0205] Results of the above are shown in Table 6.
[0206] Incidentally, in Table 6, the tensile strength of the base steel plate is a tensile strength obtained when the width
direction of the steel plate is set to the tensile direction and the tensile strength of the base steel pipe is a tensile strength
obtained when the circumference direction of the steel pipe is set to the tensile direction. Further, the yield ratio of the
steel pipe is a yield ratio (a ratio of yield strength and tensile strength) obtained when the longitudinal direction (the
rolling direction) of the steel pipe is set to the tensile direction. In each of Manufacture No. 1 to 24 shown in Table 6, the
strength was X70 or higher (the tensile strength was 570 MPa or more). Further, also in each of Manufacture No. 1 to
24 shown in Table 6, the yield ratio was 72 to 85%, which was lower than 93%.
[0207] Further, regarding the evaluation of the low-temperature toughness in the HAZ, the low-temperature toughness
in the HAZ was evaluated to be good in the case of the Charpy absorbed energy (vE-60) of 50 J or more.
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[0208] Manufacture No. 1 to 19 shown in Table 6 are present invention examples, in which the metal structure of the
HAZ is a microstructure composed of bainite and intragranular transformed structure having a high-angle grain size of
80 mm or less in which M-A and coarse grain boundary ferrite are suppressed and intragranular transformed structures
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are confirmed. Regarding the Charpy absorbed energy of them, the value of 50 J or more is exhibited even at an extremely
low temperature of -60°C in all the cases.
[0209] On the other hand, in Manufacture No. 20 to 24 shown in Table 6, the chemical composition of the base steel
plate or the γ/α transformation start temperature is outside the range of the present invention, and these are comparative
examples.
[0210] Manufacture No. 20 is an example, in which the amount of B is small and the hardenability decreases, and as
a result, grain boundary ferrite is formed, the high-angle grain size increases, and the HAZ toughness decreases.
[0211] Manufacture No. 21 is an example, in which the amount of Al is large and no formation of intragranular trans-
formed structures by oxides of Ti is obtained, and as a result, the high-angle grain size increases and the HAZ toughness
decreases.
[0212] Further, Manufacture No. 22 shown in Table 6 is an example, in which the chemical composition is in the range
of Patent Document 7, grain boundary ferrite is suppressed, and intragranular transformed structures are obtained, but
the additive amount of Mo is excessive and thus the area fraction of M-A being a hard phase exceeds 2.5% and the
absorbed energy decreases.
[0213] In Manufacture No. 23 and 24, the chemical composition used in Patent Document 8 is applied, grain boundary
ferrite is suppressed, and the area fraction of M-A is low, and Manufacture No. 23 is an example, in which the γ/α
transformation start temperature is high and thus formed intragranular transformed structures are few as compared to
the present invention, the high-angle grain size increases, and the HAZ toughness decreases. Manufacture No. 24 is
an example, in which the γ/α transformation start temperature is low, and thus no intragranular transformed structures
are obtained and the HAZ toughness decreases.

Claims

1. A high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness being a steel pipe obtained by
a base steel plate formed into a pipe shape being welded, wherein
the base steel plate contains, in mass%,

C: 0.010 to 0.080%,
Si: 0.01 to 0.50%,
Mn: 1.2 to 2.8%,
S: 0.0001 to 0.0050%,
Ti: 0.003 to 0.030%,
B: 0.0003 to 0.005%,
N: 0.0010 to 0.008%,
O: 0.0001 to 0.0080%,
one or more of Cr, Cu, and Ni,
P: limited to 0.050% or less,
Al: limited to 0.020% or less,
Mo: limited to 0.03% or less,

a Ceq obtained by (Expression 1) below of 0.30 to 0.53 and a Pcm obtained by (Expression 2) below of 0.10 to
0.20, and
a balance being composed of iron and inevitable impurities, and
a metal structure of the base steel plate contains 27 to 90% in area ratio of polygonal ferrite and a hard phase
composed of one or both of bainite and martensite as its balance. 
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In (Expression 1) and (Expression 2) above, C, Si, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, and B denote the contents of the respective
elements [mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%.

2. The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness, according to claim 1, wherein
the base steel plate further contains one or two or more of, in mass%,

W: 0.01 to 0.50%,
V: 0.010 to 0.100%,
Nb: 0.001 to 0.200%,
Zr: 0.0001 to 0.0500%,
Ta: 0.0001 to 0.0500%,
Mg: 0.0001 to 0.0100%,
Ca: 0.0001 to 0.0050%,
REM: 0.0001 to 0.0050%,
Y: 0.0001 to 0.0050%,
Hf: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, and
Re: 0.0001 to 0.0050%,

the Ceq is obtained by (Expression 1’) below in place of (Expression 1) above, and
the Pcm is obtained by (Expression 2’) below in place of (Expression 2). 

In (Expression 1’) and (Expression 2’) above, C, Si, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, V, and B denote the contents of the respective
elements [mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%. V is calculated as
0 when the content is 0% and the content is less than 0.010 mass%.

3. The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to claim 1, wherein
of the base steel plate, in mass%, the content of C is 0.010 to 0.060% and the content of Al is 0.008% or less,
a γ/α transformation start temperature in a heat affected zone that is obtained by (Expression 3) below is 500 to
600°C, and
intragranular transformed structures are contained in a prior γ grain in the heat affected zone. 

4. The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to claim 3, wherein
a martensite-austenite constituent in the heat affected zone is 2.5% or less in area fraction.

5. The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to claim 3, wherein
a high-angle grain size of a metal structure in the heat affected zone is 80 mm or less.

6. The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to claim 3, wherein
a plate thickness of the base steel plate is 20 to 40 mm.

7. The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to claim 3, wherein
a tensile strength of the base steel plate is 500 to 800 MPa when the circumference direction of the steel pipe is set
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to the tensile direction.

8. The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to claim 3, wherein
the base steel plate further contains one or two or more of, in mass%,

W: 0.01 to 0.50%,
V: 0.010 to 0.100%,
Nb: 0.001 to 0.200%,
Zr: 0.0001 to 0.0500%,
Ta: 0.0001 to 0.0500%,
Mg: 0.0001 to 0.0100%,
Ca: 0.0001 to 0.0050%,
REM: 0.0001 to 0.0050%,
Y: 0.0001 to 0.0050%,
Hf: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, and
Re: 0.0001 to 0.0050%,

the Ceq is obtained by (Expression 1’) below in place of (Expression 1) above, and
the Pcm is obtained by (Expression 2’) below in place of (Expression 2). 

In (Expression 1’) and (Expression 2’) above, C, Si, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, V, and B denote the contents of the respective
elements [mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%. V is calculated as
0 when the content is 0% and the content is less than 0.010 mass%.

9. The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to claim 8, wherein
a martensite-austenite constituent in the heat affected zone is 2.5% or less in area fraction.

10. The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to claim 8, wherein
a high-angle grain size of a metal structure in the heat affected zone is 80 mm or less.

11. The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to claim 8, wherein
a plate thickness of the base steel plate is 20 to 40 mm.

12. The high-strength steel pipe excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to claim 8, wherein
a tensile strength of the base steel plate is 500 to 800 MPa when the circumference direction of the steel pipe is set
to the tensile direction.

13. A high-strength steel plate excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness, comprising:

in mass%,
C: 0.010 to 0.080%;
Si: 0.01 to 0.50;
Mn: 1.2 to 2.8%;
S: 0.0001 to 0.0050%;
Ti: 0.003 to 0.030%;
B: 0.0003 to 0.005%;
N: 0.0010 to 0.008%;
O: 0.0001 to 0.0080%;
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one or more of Cr, Cu, and Ni;
P: limited to 0.050% or less;
Al: limited to 0.020% or less;
Mo: limited to 0.03% or less;

a Ceq obtained by (Expression 1) below of 0.30 to 0.53; and a Pcm obtained by (Expression 2) below of 0.10 to
0.20; and
a balance being composed of iron and inevitable impurities; wherein
a metal structure contains 27 to 90% in area ratio of polygonal ferrite and a hard phase composed of one or both
of bainite and martensite as its balance. 

In (Expression 1) and (Expression 2) above, C, Si, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, and B denote the contents of the respective
elements [mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%.

14. The high-strength steel plate excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness, according to claim 13, further
comprising:

one or two or more of, in mass%,
W: 0.01 to 0.50%;
V: 0.010 to 0.100%;
Nb: 0.001 to 0.200%;
Zr: 0.0001 to 0.0500%;
Ta: 0.0001 to 0.0500%;
Mg: 0.0001 to 0.0100%;
Ca: 0.0001 to 0.0050%;
REM: 0.0001 to 0.0050%;
Y: 0.0001 to 0.0050%;
Hf: 0.0001 to 0.0050%; and
Re: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, wherein

the Ceq is obtained by (Expression 1’) below in place of (Expression 1) above, and
the Pcm is obtained by (Expression 2’) below in place of (Expression 2). 

In (Expression 1’) and (Expression 2’) above, C, Si, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, V, and B denote the contents of the respective
elements [mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%. V is calculated as
0 when the content is 0% and the content is less than 0.010 mass%.

15. The high-strength steel plate excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to claim 13, wherein
in mass%, the content of C is 0.010 to 0.060% and the content of Al is 0.008% or less, and a γ/α transformation
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start temperature in a heat affected zone that is obtained by (Expression 3) below is 500 to 600°C. 

16. The high-strength steel plate excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness according to claim 15, further
comprising:

one or two or more of, in mass%,
W: 0.01 to 0.50%;
V: 0.010 to 0.100%;
Nb: 0.001 to 0.200%;
Zr: 0.0001 to 0.0500%;
Ta: 0.0001 to 0.0500%;
Mg: 0.0001 to 0.0100%;
Ca: 0.0001 to 0.0050%;
REM: 0.0001 to 0.0050%;
Y: 0.0001 to 0.0050%;
Hf: 0.0001 to 0.0050%; and
Re: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, wherein

the Ceq is obtained by (Expression 1’) below in place of (Expression 1) above, and
the Pcm is obtained by (Expression 2’) below in place of (Expression 2). 

In (Expression 1’) and (Expression 2’) above, C, Si, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, V, and B denote the contents of the respective
elements [mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%. V is calculated as
0 when the content is 0% and the content is less than 0.010 mass%.

17. A manufacturing method of a high-strength steel plate excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness,
comprising:

on a steel slab containing, in mass%,
C: 0.010 to 0.080%,
Si: 0.01 to 0.50%,
Mn: 1.2 to 2.8%,
S: 0.0001 to 0.0050%,
Ti: 0.003 to 0.030%,
B: 0.0003 to 0.005%,
N: 0.0010 to 0.008%,
O: 0.0001 to 0.0080%,
one or more of Cr, Cu, and Ni,
P: limited to 0.050% or less,
Al: limited to 0.020% or less,
Mo: limited to 0.03% or less,

a Ceq obtained by (Expression 1) below of 0.30 to 0.53 and a Pcm obtained by (Expression 2) below of 0.10 to
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0.20, and
a balance being composed of iron and inevitable impurities,
performing heating to 950°C or higher; performing a hot rolling step at Ar3 or higher; performing cooling at an average
cooling rate of less than 10°C/s; and then performing accelerated cooling at a cooling rate of 10°C/s or more down
to a temperature of Bs or lower obtained by (Expression 4) below from a temperature of Ar3 - 100°C to Ar3 - 10°C. 

In (Expression 1), (Expression 2), and (Expression 4) above, C, Si, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, and B denote the contents
of the respective elements [mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%.

18. The manufacturing method of the high-strength steel plate excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness
according to claim 15, wherein
in the hot rolling step, non-recrystallized γ region rolling at a rolling start temperature set to Ar3 to Ar3 + 100°C and
at a reduction ratio set to 1.5 or more is performed.

19. The manufacturing method of the high-strength steel plate excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness
according to claim 15, wherein
the steel slab further contains one or two or more of, in mass%,

W: 0.01 to 0.50%,
V: 0.010 to 0.100%,
Nb: 0.001 to 0.200%,
Zr: 0.0001 to 0.0500%,
Ta: 0.0001 to 0.0500%,
Mg: 0.0001 to 0.0100%,
Ca: 0.0001 to 0.0050%,
REM: 0.0001 to 0.0050%,
Y: 0.0001 to 0.0050%,
Hf: 0.0001 to 0.0050%, and
Re: 0.0001 to 0.0050%,

the Ceq is obtained by (Expression 1’) below in place of (Expression 1) above, and
the Pcm is obtained by (Expression 2’) below in place of (Expression 2). 

In (Expression 1’) and (Expression 2’) above, C, Si, Mn, Ni, Cu, Cr, Mo, V, and B denote the contents of the respective
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elements [mass%]. Ni, Cu, Cr, and Mo are calculated as 0 when the respective contents are 0%. V is calculated as
0 when the content is 0% and the content is less than 0.010 mass%.

20. The manufacturing method of the high-strength steel plate excellent in deformability and low-temperature toughness
according to claim 19, wherein
in the hot rolling step, non-recrystallized γ region rolling at a rolling start temperature set to Ar3 to Ar3 + 100°C and
at a reduction ratio set to 1.5 or more is performed.
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