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(54) Shunt for electrical connector

(57) A shunt (100) for an electrical connector (200)
comprising a conductive body (102) having two resilient
leg extensions connecting at a hinge, each of the leg
extensions (104) terminating at a tail end (108), is pro-
vided. The tail ends extend outwardly away from one
another, and each of the leg extensions have at least one
contact point (110) on an outer surface thereof for en-

gaging a contact of the electrical connector. The leg ex-
tensions curve such that they converge toward one an-
other at a substantially center portion (112) of the con-
ductive body and diverge from one another at at least
one other portion of the conductive body that is not the
center portion of the conductive body.
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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present application relates to a shunt for
an electrical connector. More specifically, the shunt cre-
ates an electrical path to reduce crosstalk between con-
tacts in an electrical connector, such as a radio frequency
electrical connector.

Background of the Invention

[0002] A radio frequency (RF) connector is an electrical
connector designed to work at radio frequencies in the
multi-megahertz range. Typically, RF connectors are
used in a variety of applications, such as wireless tele-
communications applications, including WiFi, PCS, ra-
dio, computer networks, test instruments and antenna
devices. In one particular application, a plurality of indi-
vidual connectors are ganged together into a single, larg-
er connector housing for electrically and physically con-
necting two or more printed circuit board (PCBs) togeth-
er.
[0003] Conventional RF multi-signal connector hous-
ings are formed of a metal. These metal housings are
advantageous for multi-signal connectors, because they
reduce crosstalk between neighboring coaxial lines in a
connector. Specifically, because the coaxial signal lines
all share a common metal housing, and all make electrical
contact with the housing, the housing itself acts as a con-
ductor thereby detuning resonances between the lines.
However, the use of metal housings increases crosstalk
between connectors at the PCB junction. In particular, at
the PCB gap, the metal housing acts as a waveguide and
channels all of the signal leakage from one connector
across the gap to neighboring connectors.
[0004] Replacing the traditional conductive metal
housing of an RF connector with a plastic, non-conduc-
tive housing decreases this effect at the PCB gap. Spe-
cifically, while the same amount of signal will leak from
the connector at the PCB junction, it will resonate out in
all directions instead of being channeled to the neighbor-
ing connector. Thus, crosstalk between connectors is re-
duced. The use of plastic has further advantages over
the use of metal materials for RF connector housings.
Plastic is typically less expensive, lighter, and more easily
moldable to a desired shape or structure. Thus, the use
of plastic decreases cost and provides for easier manu-
facturing. However, the use of plastic in RF connectors
does produce an undesirable effect. Because plastic is
non-conductive, the lines within the same connector are
no longer electrically connected as they were when a
metal housing as used. This causes signals to resonate
along the lines within a connector, thereby causing cross-
talk between them.
[0005] Accordingly, there is a need for a device which
detunes resonances between neighboring lines in an RF
connector having a plastic housing, thereby reducing

crosstalk.

Summary of the Invention

[0006] Accordingly, an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention provides a shunt for an electrical con-
nector comprising a conductive body which has two re-
silient leg extensions connecting at a hinge, each of the
leg extensions terminating at a tail end, the tail ends ex-
tending outwardly away from one another. Each of the
leg extensions has at least one contact point on an outer
surface thereof for engaging a contact of the electrical
connector. The leg extensions curve such that they con-
verge toward one another at a substantially center portion
of the conductive body and diverge from one another at
at least one portion of the conductive body other than the
center portion. The at least one contact point is located
at this at least one portion.
[0007] The present invention also provides an electri-
cal connector comprising a housing, a plurality of con-
tacts located within the housing, and a shunt received in
the housing between said plurality of contacts. The shunt
includes a conductive body which has two resilient leg
extensions connecting at a hinge, each of the leg exten-
sions terminating at a tail end, and each of the leg exten-
sions having at least one contact point on an outer sur-
face thereof for engaging one of the plurality of contacts.
The leg extensions are each curved such that they con-
verge toward one another at a substantially center portion
of the conductive body and diverge from one another at
at least one portion of the conductive body other than the
center portion. The at least one contact point is located
at the at least one portion of the conductive body. Each
of the contact points engages one of the plurality of con-
tacts.
[0008] The present invention also provides an electri-
cal connector assembly comprising first and second elec-
trical connectors configured to mate with one another.
Each electrical connector includes a housing, a plurality
of contacts located within the housing, and a shunt re-
ceived in the housing between said plurality of contacts.
The shunt includes a conductive body which has two re-
silient leg extensions connecting at a hinge, each of the
leg extensions terminating at a tail end, and each of the
leg extensions having at least one contact point on an
outer surface thereof for engaging one of the plurality of
contacts. The leg extensions are each curved such that
they converge toward one another at a substantially cent-
er portion of the conductive body and diverge from one
another at at least one portion of the conductive body
other than the center portion. The at least one contact
point is located at the at least one portion of the conduc-
tive body. Each of the contact points engages one of the
plurality of contacts.
[0009] The present invention may also provide an elec-
trical connector with the following configuration. The elec-
trical connector may comprise a housing which is sub-
stantially non-conductive.
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[0010] In a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion the electrical connector comprises a housing, where-
in the housing includes a slot between said plurality of
contacts for receiving said shunt.
[0011] In a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion the electrical connector is configured that said plu-
rality of contacts are formed from a conductive material.
It is preferred to provide the said plurality of contacts to
be arranged in a plurality of rows.
[0012] The electrical connector may further be config-
ured that at least two contacts being adjacent to one an-
other within said housing, and said shunt has at least two
contact points for engaging each of said at least two con-
tacts. Moreover, the electrical connector may be config-
ured that said plurality of contacts are enclosed in an
insulating material, said insulating material being further
enclosed in a conductive metal shield.
[0013] According to the present invention an electrical
connector assembly is also provided, comprising first and
second electrical connectors configured to mate with one
another, each electrical connector including, a housing,
a plurality of contacts located within said housing and a
shunt received in said housing between said plurality of
contacts, said shunt including, a conductive body having
two resilient leg extensions connecting at a hinge, each
of said leg extensions terminating at a tail end, and each
of said leg extensions having at least one contact point
on an outer surface thereof for engaging one of said plu-
rality of contacts, said leg extensions each being curved
such that said leg extensions converge toward one an-
other at a substantially center portion of said conductive
body and diverge from one another at at least one portion
of said conductive body other than said center portion of
said conductive body, said at least one contact point be-
ing located at said at least one portion of said conductive
body and wherein each of said contact points engages
one of said plurality of contacts wherein the assembly is
further configured as follows:
[0014] It is preferred that the electrical connector as-
sembly is configured that said leg extensions of said
shunt contact with one another at said substantially cent-
er portion of said conductive body of said shunt.
[0015] Moreover, the assembly may be configured that
each of said leg extensions of said shunt curve such that
said leg extensions contact one another at said tail ends
of said conductive body. The electrical connector assem-
bly may comprise a housing which is substantially non-
conductive. The said housing may include a slot between
said plurality of contacts for receiving said shunt.
[0016] Other objects, advantages and salient features
of the invention will become apparent from the following
detailed description, which, taken in conjunction with the
annexed drawings, discloses a preferred embodiment of
the present invention.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0017] A more complete appreciation of the invention

and many of the attendant advantages thereof will be
readily obtained as the same becomes better understood
by reference to the following detailed description when
considered in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is perspective view of a shunt in accordance
with an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
FIG. 2A is a perspective view of an electrical con-
nector in accordance with an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention, showing an end of the
electrical connector in cross-section and the shunt
illustrated in FIG. 1 coupled therewith;
FIG. 2B is an end view of the electrical connector
illustrated in FIG. 2A;
FIG. 3A is an exploded perspective view of the elec-
trical connector of FIGS. 2A and 2B and a mating
electrical connector, showing the shunt illustrated in
FIG. 1 being inserted into each electrical connector;
and
FIG. 3B is a side elevational view of the mating con-
nectors of FIG. 3A fully assembled.

Detailed Description of the Exemplary Embodiments

[0018] Referring to FIGS. 1, 2A, 2B, 3A, and 3B, a
shunt 100 for an electrical connector according to an ex-
emplary embodiment of the present invention generally
comprises a conductive body 102 having two resilient leg
extensions 104 connecting at a hinge 106. The shunt 100
is positioned within an electrical connector, such as con-
nector 200 (FIGS. 2A and 2B), which may be used to
connect PCBs. The shunt 100 provides an electrical path
through which current can flow, thereby detuning reso-
nances which create crosstalk between contacts within
an electrical connector.
[0019] As depicted in FIG. 1, each of the leg extensions
104 of the shunt 100 may terminate at a tail end 108, and
each tail end 108 may extend outwardly away from the
other. The tail ends 108 are designed to be flush with the
connector housing surface that engages the PCB when
the shunt is fully positioned within the electrical connec-
tor, as seen in FIG. 2A. The design of the leg extensions
104 may be such that each has one or more contact
points 110 on an outer surface thereof for engaging a
contact or contacts of the electrical connector. The
number of contact points 110 may be selected to corre-
spond to the number of contacts in the connector. In a
preferred embodiment, there are four contacts 110.
[0020] The leg extensions 104 may be curved such
that they converge toward one another at a substantially
center portion 112 of the conductive body 102. According
to one embodiment, the leg extensions 104 make contact
with one another at the substantially center portion 112
of the conductive body 102. The leg extensions 104 may
also converge toward one another, and make contact, at
another point on the conductive body 102 adjacent to the
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tail ends 108. The leg extensions 104 preferably diverge
from one another or curve away from one another at two
portions on either side of the center portion 112 of the
conductive body 102, such that contact points 110 on the
outer surface of the conductive body 102 at those two
curved portions can make positive contact with the con-
tacts of the electrical connector. The leg extensions 104
may also diverge from one another or curve away from
one another at other portions of the conductive body 102,
and each leg extension 104 may have a contact point
110 located at each of those other divergent portions. In
one embodiment, the contact points 110 on one leg ex-
tension 104 are opposite the contact points 110 on the
other leg extension 104.
[0021] The shunt 100 may be formed of any conductive
material known to one skilled in the art, including but not
limited to, spring copper alloys and spring steel alloys.
Alternatively, the shunt may be formed of a non-conduc-
tive material that is covered in a conductive material. The
shunt 100 is electrically conductive so as to redirect cur-
rents which cause crosstalk within the electrical connec-
tor. The dimensions of the shunt 100 may be adjusted
according to the size and structure of the electrical con-
nector for which it is to be used, and the present invention
is not limited to any certain size or dimension.
[0022] As shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B, the electrical
connector 200 generally comprises a housing 210, a plu-
rality of contact subassemblies 212, and the shunt 100
of the present invention. The electrical connector may be
a male or female connector, and a straight or right angle
connector.
[0023] The plurality of contact subassemblies 212 may
be formed of one or more conductive contacts. The con-
tacts may be formed of any conventional material, such
as copper, hardened beryllium copper, gold- or nickel-
plating, and the like, for carrying electrical signals. The
contacts 212 are preferably enclosed by an insulator ma-
terial 214, which is then enclosed in a conductive outer
shield 216. The outer shield 216 may be made of any
conductive material known to one skilled in the art, in-
cluding, but not limited to, phosphor bronze and/or se-
lective gold- or nickel-plating, and the like.
[0024] The plurality of contact subassemblies 212
physically and electrically interface with the PCB. As
shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B, the connector 200 may com-
prise four contact subassemblies 212. It is appreciated,
however, that any number of contacts known to one
skilled in the art to be suitable for PCB electrical connec-
tors may be used, including, but not limited to, two, six,
eight or more contacts. The contact subassemblies 212
are located within the housing 210 and are preferably
arranged in a straight or staggered row configuration. As
shown in FIG. 2A, in order to optimize contact with the
shunt 100, the contact subassemblies 212 are arranged
in two rows, having two contact subassemblies 212 per
row. The contact subassemblies 212 may include tails
220 which protrude from a plurality of openings 222 on
the housing 210 and which engage the surface of the

PCB.
[0025] The housing 210 of the electrical connector 200
may be any shape known to one skilled in the art to be
useful for connecting PCBs. According to one embodi-
ment, the housing is substantially non-conductive. For
example, the housing may be substantially formed of
polybutylene terephthalate (PBT), liquid-crystal polymer,
polyamides (e.g., Nylon), or polyetheretherketone
(PEEK), to name a few. As shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B,
the housing 210 may have a plurality of locating projec-
tions 218 which allow the connector 200 to be located on
the PCB (not shown). However, any method known to
one skilled in the art for locating an electrical connector
on an underlying PCB may be utilized. Further, the hous-
ing 210 may have a plurality of openings 222 arranged
in a grid-like pattern on a surface through which the con-
tact tails 220 of the electrical contact subassemblies 212
extend. Preferably, the housing 210 has a slot 226, open-
ing at the PCB and extending through the housing 210
and between the contact subassemblies 212, for receiv-
ing the shunt 100.
[0026] When a signal is carried through the electrical
connector 200, RF fields inevitably leak at areas where
a gap is created, such as at PCB solder areas, conductive
traces, connector interfaces and joints in the conductive
outer shields 216 of contact subassemblies 212. This RF
leakage induces currents to flow along the conductive
outer shields 216 of the contact subassemblies 212.
When that occurs, a signal resonates along the length of
the outer shield 216, thereby creating crosstalk between
neighboring contacts 212.
[0027] To resolve that crosstalk issue, the shunt 100
of the present invention is positioned within the housing
210 in the slot 226 between the contact subassemblies
212. Because the shunt 100 is conductive, it creates a
new path for the current flowing along the outer shield
216 of the contact 212. The shunt 100 makes the current
path shorter as compared to the outer shield 216, thereby
increasing the resonant frequency of the conductive body
(i.e., the shunt 100) to a frequency band that is so high
that it does not interfere with neighboring contact sub-
assemblies 212.
[0028] Because the leg extensions 104 of the shunt
100 are resilient, they resist insertion through the opening
226. Once pushed fully into the housing 210 and slot 226,
the shunt 100 presses against the outer shields 216 of
the plurality of contact subassemblies 212 at the contact
points 110, thereby making positive electrical contact
therebetween. The pressure exerted on the shunt 100
when positioned within the slot 226 of the housing 210
allows the shunt 100 to remain in place without shifting
within the housing 210. The tail ends 108 prevent the
shunt 100 from being over-inserted into the slot 226, or
from pushing through the housing 210, and they ensure
proper positioning in the assembly.
[0029] Referring to FIGS. 3A and 3B, the electrical con-
nector 200 may be connected to a mating electrical con-
nector 200’ that is also configured to be mounted to a
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PCB. The electrical connector 200 carries a signal from
one PCB (e.g., a motherboard), through the mating elec-
trical connector 200’ to a second PCB (e.g., a daughter
board), to which electrical connector 200’ is connected.
An adapter 224 may also be used such that the connector
200 can mate with any type of electrical connector, male
or female. The electrical connector may have a right an-
gle configuration or a straight configuration. As shown in
FIG. 3A, the electrical connector 200 has a right angle
configuration, whereby the plurality of contact subassem-
blies 212 form right angles within the connector housing
210, as known in the art. The electrical connector 200’
may have a straight configuration, whereby its contact
subassemblies generally extend in one direction within
its housing, as is known in the art. Like connector 200,
connector 200’ preferably incorporates the shunt 100 of
the present invention to reduce crosstalk.
[0030] Referring to FIG. 3B, an electrical connector as-
sembly 300 of the connectors 200 and 200’ is illustrated.
The adapter 224 may be attached to the first connector
200, such that it can be mated with the second connector
200’. However, one skilled in the art will recognize that
the assembly 300 may comprise a first connector and a
second connector which are configured to mate without
the need for an adapter 224. The first connector 200 is
connected to a PCB via the tails 220 of the contact sub-
assemblies 212, and the second connector 200’ is sim-
ilarly connected to a different PCB via the tails 220’. A
continuous signal path is formed between the connec-
tors, and by incorporating the shunt 100 into each con-
nector, crosstalk between the contact subassemblies in
each connector is reduced.
[0031] While particular embodiments have been cho-
sen to illustrate the invention, it will be understood by
those skilled in the art that various changes and modifi-
cations can be made therein without departing from the
scope of the invention as defined in the appended claims.

Claims

1. A shunt for an electrical connector, comprising:

a conductive body having two resilient leg ex-
tensions connecting at a hinge, each of said leg
extensions terminating at a tail end, said tail
ends extending outwardly away from one anoth-
er, and each of said leg extensions having at
least one contact point on an outer surface
thereof for engaging a contact of the electrical
connector,
wherein said leg extensions curve such that said
leg extensions converge toward one another at
a substantially center portion of said conductive
body and diverge from one another at at least
one portion of said conductive body other than
said center portion of said conductive body, said
at least one contact point being located at said

at least one portion.

2. The shunt according to claim 1, wherein
said leg extensions contact one another at said sub-
stantially center portion of said conductive body.

3. The shunt according to claim 1, wherein
each of said leg extensions curve such that said leg
extensions contact one another at said tail ends of
said conductive body.

4. The shunt according to claim 1, wherein
said leg extensions diverge from one another at two
portions of said conductive body other than said
center portion.

5. The shunt according to claim 4, wherein
each of said leg extensions has a contact point being
located at each of said two portions.

6. The shunt according to claim 5, wherein
said contact points on one of said leg extensions are
located opposite said contact points on the other of
said leg extensions.

7. An electrical connector, comprising:

a housing;
a plurality of contacts located within said hous-
ing; and
a shunt received in said housing between said
plurality of contacts, said shunt including,
a conductive body having two resilient leg ex-
tensions connecting at a hinge, each of said leg
extensions terminating at a tail end, and each
of said leg extensions having at least one con-
tact point on an outer surface thereof for engag-
ing one of said plurality of contacts, said leg ex-
tensions each being curved such that said leg
extensions converge toward one another at a
substantially center portion of said conductive
body and diverge from one another at at least
one portion of said conductive body other than
said center portion of said conductive body, said
at least one contact point being located at said
at least one portion of said conductive body,
wherein each of said contact points engages
one of said plurality of contacts.

8. The electrical connector according to claim 7, where-
in
said leg extensions of said shunt contact one another
at said substantially center portion of said conductive
body of said shunt.

9. The electrical connector according to claim 7, where-
in
each of said leg extensions of said shunt curve such
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that said leg extensions contact one another at said
tail ends of said conductive body.

10. The electrical connector according to claim 7, where-
in
said leg extensions of said shunt diverge from one
another at two portions of said conductive body other
than said center portion.

11. The electrical connector according to claim 10,
wherein
each of said leg extensions has a contact point being
located at each of said two portions.

12. The electrical connector according to claim 11,
wherein
said contact points on one of said leg extensions are
located opposite said contact points on the other of
said leg extensions.

13. The electrical connector according to claim 7, where-
in
said plurality of contacts are enclosed in an insulating
material, said insulating material being further en-
closed in a conductive metal shield and wherein
said shunt contacts said conductive metal shields.

14. An electrical connector assembly, comprising:

first and second electrical connectors config-
ured to mate with one another, each electrical
connector including,
a housing;
a plurality of contacts located within said hous-
ing; and
a shunt received in said housing between said
plurality of contacts, said shunt including,
a conductive body having two resilient leg ex-
tensions connecting at a hinge, each of said leg
extensions terminating at a tail end, and each
of said leg extensions having at least one con-
tact point on an outer surface thereof for engag-
ing one of said plurality of contacts, said leg ex-
tensions each being curved such that said leg
extensions converge toward one another at a
substantially center portion of said conductive
body and diverge from one another at at least
one portion of said conductive body other than
said center portion of said conductive body, said
at least one contact point being located at said
at least one portion of said conductive body,
wherein each of said contact points engages
one of said plurality of contacts.

15. The electrical connector assembly according to
claim 14, wherein
said leg extensions of said shunt contact with one
another at said substantially center portion of said

conductive body of said shunt.
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