
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

77
8 

61
2

A
2

TEPZZ 7786_ A T
(11) EP 2 778 612 A2

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
17.09.2014 Bulletin 2014/38

(21) Application number: 14157584.5

(22) Date of filing: 04.03.2014

(51) Int Cl.:
G01C 21/20 (2006.01) A63B 24/00 (2006.01)

A63B 43/00 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME

(30) Priority: 12.03.2013 US 201313797361

(71) Applicant: Adidas AG
91074 Herzogenaurach (DE)

(72) Inventor: Coza, Aurel
Portland, OR 97219 (US)

(74) Representative: Wegner, Hans
Bardehle Pagenberg Partnerschaft mbB 
Patentanwälte, Rechtsanwälte 
Prinzregentenplatz 7
81675 München (DE)

(54) Methods of Determining Performance Information for Individuals and Sports Objects

(57) Methods for determining performance informa-
tion for an object located within an area include obtaining
magnetic field information for the area, measuring first
magnetic field data when the object is located at a first
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magnetic field information for the area and the first mag-
netic field data.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] Embodiments of the present invention generally
relate to methods of determining performance informa-
tion for an object based on magnetic field information.
More particularly, embodiments of the present invention
relate to methods of determining performance informa-
tion for an object, such as the position or speed of the
object, by mapping magnetic field information of an area
and comparing magnetic field measurements taken as
the object moves about the area to the mapped magnetic
field information.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Technologies such as satellite navigation sys-
tems are useful for navigation and tracking movement of
an object in an outdoor environment. However, these
systems do not function well in areas without a clear path-
way between the satellite and receiver, such as indoor,
urban, subterranean and underwater environments,
where satellite navigation system signals are often una-
vailable. Thus, it would be advantageous to have a po-
sitioning system that works in both outdoor and indoor
environments that can be used in place of or in combi-
nation with a satellite navigation system.
[0003] Embodiments of the present invention deter-
mine performance information for an object based on lo-
cal magnetic field data. The earth’s magnetic field across
a wide area is generally the same, with little variation.
Thus, in most instances, a standard compass will gen-
erally point to the earth’s magnetic pole. However, on a
local level, the earth’s magnetic field, although generally
stable, may be nonuniform. Both the intensity and direc-
tion of the earth’s magnetic field can vary locally. Of par-
ticular relevance, within a man-made structure such as
a building, variations in the magnetic field can be influ-
enced, for instance, by the building materials. For exam-
ple, the magnetic field measured near a large steel sup-
port beam may be different than the magnetic field meas-
ured in the center of a large room. Accordingly, the in-
tensity and direction of the magnetic field can vary when
measured at various locations throughout a building.
[0004] By measuring and recording local magnetic
field data, a magnetic field "map" of an area can be cre-
ated that includes magnetic field information for the entire
area. Measurements taken at a point later in time can be
compared with the magnetic field map information to de-
termine a location of an object within the mapped area.
This can be useful for numerous activities, for example,
navigating through a building or tracking the movement
of an object within an enclosed structure. More specifi-
cally, certain athletic activities are commonly performed
inside gyms, training facilities, arenas or stadiums that
are partially or completely enclosed. For example, sports
such as basketball, football and soccer are often played

indoors. It is becoming increasingly important to track
performance metrics of athletes during both training and
competition. Satellite navigation system-based technol-
ogy, although potentially useful in outdoor environments
to track the position, movement and performance of play-
ers or sports equipment (e.g., a ball), often encounters
accuracy problems in indoor environments. Thus, it
would be advantageous to have a positioning system that
is capable of tracking the position, movement and per-
formance of players or sports equipment in indoor envi-
ronments based on local magnetic field data.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] The methods and systems disclosed herein re-
late to detecting, determining and tracking the position
of one or more objects within an area based on local
magnetic field data. The methods and systems are gen-
erally described herein with respect to indoor environ-
ments that are partially or completely enclosed, but are
equally suitable for other environments, for example, out-
door, urban, subterranean and underwater environ-
ments. The methods and systems are also generally de-
scribed herein with respect to athletic activities, but can
be employed for many other uses, such as, but not limited
to, indoor and outdoor navigation and product tracking.
Although the methods and systems disclosed herein are
generally described using magnetic field data, other
types of data to determine and track the position of indi-
viduals and objects within an area are also contemplated.
Examples of other types of data include, but are not lim-
ited to, thermal (IR) and/or visible spectrum data, optical
data, image data and/or electromagnetic data.
[0006] Embodiments of the present invention relate to
a method for determining performance information for an
object located within an area, the method including ob-
taining magnetic field information for the area, measuring
first magnetic field data when the object is located at a
first position within the area, wherein the first magnetic
field data includes magnetic field intensity data and/or
magnetic field direction data, and determining perform-
ance information for the object within the area based on
the magnetic field information for the area and the first
magnetic field data.
[0007] Embodiments of the present invention also re-
late to a method for determining performance information
for an object located within an athletic field area, the
method including obtaining magnetic field map data for
the athletic field area, measuring magnetic field data
when the object is located within the athletic field area,
filtering the measured magnetic field data, and determin-
ing performance information for the object within the ath-
letic field area based on the magnetic field map data and
the filtered measured magnetic field data.
[0008] Embodiments of the present invention further
relate to a method for determining a position of an object
within an area at a given time, the method including ob-
taining magnetic field information for the area, measuring
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first magnetic field data when the object is located at a
first position within the area, comparing the first magnetic
field data with the magnetic field information for the area,
determining a set of possible locations of the first position
of the object within the area based on the comparison of
the first magnetic field data with the magnetic field infor-
mation for the area, measuring second magnetic field
data when the object is located at a second position within
the area, comparing the second magnetic field data with
the magnetic field information for the area, applying con-
straints to the second magnetic field data to determine a
possible location of the second position of the object
based on the constraints and the comparison of the first
magnetic field data and the second magnetic field data
with the magnetic field information for the area, and re-
peating the steps of measuring magnetic field data and
applying constraints to determine the position of the ob-
ject within the area at a given time.
[0009] Embodiments of the present invention also re-
late to a method for determining performance information
for an object located within an area, the method including
measuring first magnetic field data when the object is
located at a first position within the area at a first time,
determining a location of the first position of the object
at the first time based on the first magnetic field data,
measuring second magnetic field data when the object
is located at a second position within the area at a second
time, determining a location of the second position of the
object at the second time based on the second magnetic
field data, and determining performance information for
the object based on the location of the first position of
the object at the first time and the location of the second
position of the object at the second time.
[0010] Embodiments of the present invention further
relate to a method for tracking a first object and a second
object as they move about an area during a period of
time, the method including obtaining magnetic field data
for the first object as it moves about the area during the
period of time, obtaining magnetic field data for the sec-
ond object as it moves about the area during the period
of time, and tracking positions of the first object and the
second object at given times as they move about the area
during the period of time based on the obtained magnetic
field data for the first object and the obtaining magnetic
field data for the second object.
[0011] Embodiments of the present invention also re-
late to a method for mapping a magnetic field of an athletic
field area, the method including measuring magnetic field
data at a plurality of locations within the athletic field area
during a mapping session and generating a map of the
magnetic field of the athletic field area based on the
measured magnetic field data.
[0012] Embodiments of the present invention further
relate to a method for determining performance informa-
tion for an object located within an area, the method in-
cluding obtaining magnetic field information for the area,
performing a statistical analysis of the variability of the
magnetic field information for the area, measuring a sta-

tistical variable of magnetic field data as the object moves
within the area, and determining performance informa-
tion for the object based on the measurement of the sta-
tistical variable of magnetic field data.
[0013] Embodiments of the present invention also re-
late to a group monitoring device for monitoring a plurality
of individuals engaged in an athletic activity, the device
including a display configured to display, during an ath-
letic activity, a representation depicting locations on a
playing field of a plurality of individuals engaged in the
athletic activity, and a location of a movable sports object
(e.g., a ball), wherein the representation is based on lo-
cation information generated by individual monitors cou-
pled to individuals of the plurality of individuals, and lo-
cation information generated by an object monitor cou-
pled to the sports object.
[0014] Embodiments of the present invention further
relate to a method for monitoring a plurality of individuals
engaged in an athletic activity, the method including dis-
playing, during the athletic activity, a representation de-
picting locations on a playing field of a plurality of indi-
viduals engaged in the athletic activity, and a location of
a movable sports object, wherein the representation is
based on location information generated by individual
monitors coupled to individuals of the plurality of individ-
uals, and location information generated by an object
monitor coupled to the sports object.
[0015] Embodiments of the present invention also re-
late to a method for defining a playing field, the method
including displaying, using an administrative device, an
instruction to locate a sensor at a first location, receiving
first data from the sensor, defining the first data as the
position of the first location, displaying, using the admin-
istrative device, an instruction to locate the sensor at a
second location, receiving second data from the sensor,
and defining the second data as the position of the sec-
ond location, wherein the position of the first location and
the position of the second location together define the
playing field.
[0016] Additional embodiments, features, and advan-
tages of the present invention, as well as the structure
and operation of the various embodiments of the present
invention, are described in detail below with reference to
the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS/FIGURES

[0017] The accompanying drawings, which are incor-
porated herein and form a part of the specification, illus-
trate the present invention by way of example, and not
by way of limitation, and, together with the description,
further serve to explain the principles of the invention and
to enable a person skilled in the pertinent art to make
and use the invention.

FIG. 1 is an illustration of an individual using an ath-
letic activity monitoring system, according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention.
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FIG. 2 is an illustration of an individual using an ath-
letic activity monitoring system, according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 3 is an illustration of various different pieces of
athletic equipment, according to embodiments of the
present invention.
FIG. 4 is a block diagram of components of a sensor
module, according to an embodiment of the present
invention.
FIG. 5 is a block diagram of components of a sensor
module, according to an embodiment of the present
invention.
FIG. 6A is an illustration of a sensor module config-
ured for monitoring an individual’s body, according
to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 6B is an illustration of a sport ball including a
sensor module for monitoring a sport ball, according
to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 7 is an illustration of various components of an
athletic activity monitoring system communicating,
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 8A is an illustration of various components of
an athletic activity monitoring system communicat-
ing, according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention.
FIG. 8B is an illustration of two sensor modules com-
municating, according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 9 is an illustration of a group monitoring system,
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 10 is an illustration of an exemplary coordinate
system, according to an embodiment of the present
invention.
FIG. 11 is an illustration of an exemplary coordinate
system, according to an embodiment of the present
invention.
FIG. 12 is an illustration of an individual in a calibra-
tion state, according to an embodiment of the present
invention.
FIG. 13 is an illustration of an individual in motion,
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 14 is an illustration of a ball and a charging base,
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 15 is an illustration of a ball in a calibration state,
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 16 is an illustration of a ball in motion, according
to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 17 is an illustration of a monitoring system, ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 18A is an illustration of an individual monitor
and associated components, according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 18B is an illustration of an object monitor, ac-

cording to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 19 is an illustration of a group monitoring device,
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 20 is an illustration of a group monitoring device,
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 21 is an illustration of an analysis device, ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 22 is a diagram of a portion of a monitoring
system, according to an embodiment of the present
invention.
FIG. 23 is an illustration of a display of a group mon-
itoring device, according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 24 is an illustration of a display of a group mon-
itoring device, according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 25 is an illustration of a display of a group mon-
itoring device, according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 26 is an illustration of a display of a group mon-
itoring device, according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 27 is an illustration of a display of a group mon-
itoring device, according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 28 is an illustration of a display of a group mon-
itoring device, according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 29 is an illustration of a display of a group mon-
itoring device, according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 30 is an illustration of a display of a group mon-
itoring device, according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 31 is an illustration of a display of a group mon-
itoring device, according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 32 is a flow chart illustrating a method for de-
termining performance information for an object lo-
cated within an area, according to an embodiment
of the present invention.
FIG. 33 is a flow chart illustrating a method for de-
termining performance information for an object lo-
cated within an area, according to an embodiment
of the present invention.
FIG. 34 is a flow chart illustrating a method for de-
termining a position of an object within an area, ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 35 is a flow chart illustrating a method for de-
termining performance information for an object lo-
cated within an area, according to an embodiment
of the present invention.
FIG. 36 is a flow chart illustrating a method for track-
ing a first and second object as they move about an
area, according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention.
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FIG. 37 is a flow chart illustrating a method for map-
ping a magnetic field of an athletic field area, accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 38 is a flow chart illustrating a method for de-
termining performance information for an object lo-
cated within an area, according to an embodiment
of the present invention.
FIG. 39 is an illustration of a magnetic field intensity
map, according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention.
FIG. 40 is a graphical representation of magnetic
field intensity measurements over a unit distance,
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 41 is a graphical representation of average
magnetic field intensity distribution for a unit distance
within an area, according to an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 42 is a graphical representation of magnetic
field intensity distribution over a distance, according
to an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0018] The present invention will now be described in
detail with reference to embodiments thereof as illustrat-
ed in the accompanying drawings. References to "one
embodiment", "an embodiment", "an example embodi-
ment", "some embodiments", etc., indicate that the em-
bodiment described may include a particular feature,
structure, or characteristic, but every embodiment may
not necessarily include the particular feature, structure,
or characteristic. Moreover, such phrases are not nec-
essarily referring to the same embodiment. Further, when
a particular feature, structure, or characteristic is de-
scribed in connection with an embodiment, it is submitted
that it is within the knowledge of one skilled in the art to
affect such feature, structure, or characteristic in connec-
tion with other embodiments whether or not explicitly de-
scribed.
[0019] The term "invention" or "present invention" as
used herein is a non-limiting term and is not intended to
refer to any single embodiment of the particular invention
but encompasses all possible embodiments as de-
scribed in the application.
[0020] Various aspects of the present invention, or any
parts or functions thereof, may be implemented using
hardware, software, firmware, tangible computer reada-
ble or computer usable storage media having instructions
stored thereon, or a combination thereof, and may be
implemented in one or more computer systems or other
processing systems.
[0021] The present invention generally relates to meth-
ods of determining performance information for an object
based on measuring the local magnetic field. More par-
ticularly, embodiments of the present invention relate to
methods of determining performance information for an
object, such as the position or speed of the object, within

an area by mapping magnetic field information of the area
and comparing magnetic field data measurements taken
as the object moves about the area to the mapped data.
[0022] For example, if the individual is participating in
an activity that involves the use of a sport ball, such as
playing in a soccer (i.e., football) match, it may be desir-
able, for example, to be able to determine the speed at
which the soccer ball (i.e., football) was kicked by the
individual, to be able to determine the location of the soc-
cer ball on the playing field in relation to a boundary line
or goal, or to be able to determine the relative amount of
time the soccer ball spent in various areas of the playing
field during a match.
[0023] As a further example, it may be desirable to be
able to determine the location of an individual playing a
sport, for example basketball, at a specific time or over
the course of a game. It may also be desirable to deter-
mine the speed at which the individual moves about the
court and the path the individual takes as they move
about the court during a game.
[0024] In an embodiment, the positions and movement
and of the bodies of a plurality of individuals engaged in
an athletic activity (e.g., teammates or opponents in a
team sport) and/or the movement of a plurality of pieces
of athletic equipment used by the individuals during the
athletic activity may be monitored. In some embodi-
ments, real-time monitoring and/or feedback may be pro-
vided, while in other embodiments post-activity feedback
may be provided.
[0025] By using an athletic activity monitoring system
including one or more portable sensors, embodiments of
the present invention described below may advanta-
geously enable an individual (or their coach, teammate,
or a spectator) to obtain this or other information about
the position of the individual’s body or the position of a
piece of the individual’s athletic equipment during the
course of the athletic activity. Data obtained by sensors
may be processed in a variety of ways to yield useful
information about the position and movement of an object
of interest during the activity. In some embodiments, sen-
sor data may be processed to determine changes in the
spatial orientation (i.e., changes in position, relative to a
specific location on the earth, the playing field or other
point of reference) of the individual’s body or a piece of
the individual’s athletic equipment. In other embodi-
ments, sensor data may be processed by reference to
stored reference data for a particular area, such as the
playing field.
[0026] In one embodiment, information about the po-
sition and movement of the individual’s body or the po-
sition and movement of a piece of the individual’s athletic
equipment may be used, for example, to provide coach-
ing to the individual about how their position or movement
could be improved, or as a check on the accuracy of a
referee, umpire, or other athletic competition judge’s
judgment related to the position or movement of the in-
dividual’s body or athletic equipment.
[0027] Suitable monitoring systems and components
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may include, for example, the systems and components
disclosed in commonly owned U.S. Patent Application
No. 13/446,937, titled "ATHLETIC ACTIVITY MONITOR-
ING METHODS AND SYSTEMS," U.S. Patent Applica-
tion No. 13/446,982, titled "SPORT BALL ATHLETIC AC-
TIVITY MONITORING METHODS AND SYSTEMS,"
and U.S. Patent Application No. 13/446,986, titled
"WEARABLE ATHLETIC ACTIVITY MONITORING
METHODS AND SYSTEMS," whose disclosures are in-
corporated herein by reference in their entireties.
[0028] FIG. 1 is an illustration of an individual 100 using
an athletic activity monitoring system 10 according to an
embodiment of the present invention. The individual 100
may desire to obtain information about the position and
movement of the individual’s 100 body or the position
and movement of a piece of the individual’s 100 athletic
equipment during the course of the athletic activity using
athletic activity monitoring systems 10 according to the
present invention.
[0029] Athletic activity monitoring systems 10 accord-
ing to embodiments of the present invention may be suit-
able for use by individuals 100 for team or individual ath-
letic activities and for competitive and informal training
sessions. For example, athletic activity monitoring sys-
tems 10 according to embodiments of the present inven-
tion may be suitable for use by individuals 100 engaged
in athletic activities such as baseball, basketball, bowling,
boxing, cricket, cycling, football (i.e., American football),
golf, hockey, lacrosse, rowing, rugby, running, skate-
boarding, skiing, soccer (i.e., football), surfing, swim-
ming, table tennis, tennis, or volleyball, or during training
sessions related thereto.
[0030] Athletic activity monitoring systems 10 accord-
ing to embodiments of the present invention may include
a sensor module 102. The sensor module 102 may in-
clude one or more sensors, and may be physically cou-
pled to an object 104 during an athletic activity conducted
by an individual 100. As explained in further detail below,
the sensor module 102 may be used to monitor changes
in the spatial orientation of the individual’s 100 body 106
or a piece of the individual’s athletic equipment 108 in
some embodiments, while the sensor module 102 may
be used in combination with predetermined correlation
data stored in a data structure to determine a correlation
between body 106 or equipment 108 movement data and
an activity metric in other embodiments.
[0031] In one embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 1, the
monitored object 104 may be the individual’s 100 body
106, and the sensor module 102 may be physically cou-
pled to the individual’s 100 body 106. In the illustrated
embodiment, the sensor module 102 is configured to be
physically coupled to the portion of the individual’s 100
body 106 known as the chest. In other embodiments, the
sensor module 102 may be configured to be physically
coupled to other portions of the individual’s 100 body 106
such as, for example, the individual’s head, neck, shoul-
der, back, arm, wrist, hand, finger, waist, hip, leg, ankle,
foot, or toe.

[0032] In some embodiments, the sensor module 102
may be configured to be physically coupled to the portion
of the individual’s 100 body 106 with one or more layers
of clothing, an article of footwear, or athletic protective
equipment existing between the sensor module 102 and
the individual’s 100 body 106. Regardless of whether in-
tervening articles are present, the sensor module 102
may be physically coupled to the portion of the individu-
al’s 100 body 106 by a variety of releasable or non-re-
leasable coupling means such as, for example, straps,
adhesives, pockets, clips, or by being integrated into an
article of clothing (e.g., shirt, pants, sock, glove, or hat),
footwear, or athletic protective equipment worn by the
individual 100.
[0033] In one embodiment, the sensor module 102
may be configured to be placed in a sensor module 102
retention element of a garment that is configured to retain
the sensor module 102. In some exemplary embodi-
ments, the retention element may be sized and shaped
to correspond to the size and shape of the sensor module
102, to be capable of nesting sensor module 102 therein
and holding the sensor module 102 in place so as to
minimize the effect of movement of a wearer of the gar-
ment on the sensor module 102. Additional elements may
be used to help minimize this effect, such as, for example,
bands and spacer elements. The sensor module 102 re-
tention element may be coupled to textile a layer of a
garment by, for example, being integral therewith, being
adhered, stitched, welded, tied, clipped, snapped, or
mounted thereto, or any combination of these and other
techniques. In some exemplary embodiments, sensor
module 102 retention element is formed integrally with a
textile layer of the garment.
[0034] In some embodiments, the sensor module 102
retention element may be positioned to correspond to
the upper back of a wearer of the sensor module 102.
The sensor module 102 retention element to correspond
to a high position on the wearer, such as the upper back,
may help minimize interference and maximize range and
signal strength of the sensor module 102 within the sen-
sor module 102 retention element when the sensor mod-
ule 102 sends or receives data. Additionally, positioning
the sensor module 102 retention element to correspond
to the upper back minimizes interference with athlete
movements by the sensor module 102. In some exem-
plary embodiments, sensor module 102 retention ele-
ment is positioned to correspond to other than the upper
back of a wearer.
[0035] In another embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 2,
the object 104 may be a piece of athletic equipment 108
used by the individual 100 during the athletic activity, and
the sensor module 102 may be physically coupled to the
piece of athletic equipment 108. In the illustrated embod-
iment, the sensor module 102 is physically coupled to a
piece of athletic equipment 108 that is a soccer ball. In
other embodiments, the sensor module 102 may be con-
figured to be physically coupled to other pieces of athletic
equipment 108 such as, for example, any type of sport
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ball, any type of sport "stick" (e.g., a baseball bat, hockey
stick, golf club, table tennis paddle, or tennis racquet), a
sport glove, a bicycle, an oar, a shoe, a boot, a ski, a hat
or cap, a skateboard, a surfboard, or a pair of glasses or
goggles.
[0036] The sensor module 102 may be physically cou-
pled to the piece of athletic equipment 108 by a variety
of coupling means depending on the nature of the piece
of athletic equipment 108 and the athletic activity. For
example, the sensor module 102 may be physically cou-
pled to a sport ball by being attached to the exterior of
the ball, by being attached to an interior surface of a hol-
low ball, by being suspended by a suspension system in
the interior of a hollow ball, or by being integrated into
the outer layer or other layer of a multi-layer ball. Also,
the sensor module 102 may be physically coupled to a
non-hollow sport ball (e.g., a baseball, bowling ball, or
golf ball) by, for example, being attached to the exterior
of the ball, being integrated between layers of a multi-
layer ball, by being embedded in a solid portion of the
ball. As further examples, the sensor module 102 may
be releasably or non-releasably physically coupled to a
sport "stick" by being wrapped around a portion of the
sport stick, by being clipped to a portion of the sport stick,
by being attached to an exterior surface of the sport stick,
by being attached to an interior surface of a hollow or
non-hollow sport stick, by being suspended by a suspen-
sion system in the interior of a hollow sport stick, or by
being integrated into the wall or other layer of a multi-
layer or composite sport stick. The sensor module 102
may be physically coupled to the piece of athletic equip-
ment 108 by a variety of coupling means such as, for
example, straps, adhesives, or by being integrated into
the piece of athletic equipment 108.
[0037] In other embodiments, the sensor module 102
may be integrated within an existing piece of athletic ac-
tivity monitoring equipment such as, for example, a heart
rate monitoring device, a pedometer, and accelerometer-
based monitoring device, or other portable fitness mon-
itoring device such as, for example, devices sold by adi-
das AG of Herzogenaurach, Germany under the MI-
COACH, PACER, ZONE, or SPEED CELL brand names.
[0038] FIG. 3 is an illustration of examples of various
different pieces of athletic equipment 108 that could be
used according to embodiments of the monitoring system
10 of the present invention. As illustrated, the monitoring
system 10 of the present invention may be used with a
variety of different pieces of athletic equipment 108, such
as, for example, a basketball, a football, a baseball bat,
a baseball, a bowling ball, a hockey stick, a hockey puck,
a skateboard, a surfboard, a bicycle, a pair of skis, ski
poles, a tennis racquet, a tennis ball, an article of foot-
wear, a boxing glove, a golf club, or a golf ball.
[0039] FIG. 4 is a block diagram of components of a
sensor module 102 according to an embodiment of the
present invention. In the illustrated embodiment, the sen-
sor module 102 includes a processor 110, a power source
112, a memory 114, an acceleration sensor 116, a mag-

netic field sensor 118, and a transceiver 122 operatively
connected to one another to carry out the functionality of
the sensor module 102. In other embodiments, one or
more of these sensor module 102 components may be
omitted, or one or more additional components may be
added. For example, in some embodiments that rely pri-
marily or exclusively on magnetic field data to determine
performance information for an object 104, such as the
position or speed of the object 104, the sensor module
102 may include a magnetic field sensor 118 but omit an
acceleration sensor 116.
[0040] The processor 110 may be adapted to imple-
ment application programs stored in the memory 114 of
the sensor module 102. The processor 110 may also be
capable of implementing analog or digital signal process-
ing algorithms such as raw data reduction and filtering.
For example, processor 110 may be configured to re-
ceive raw data from sensors and process such data at
the sensor module 102. The processor 110 is operatively
connected to the power source 112, the memory 114,
the acceleration sensor 116, the magnetic field sensor
118, and the transceiver 122.
[0041] The power source 112 may be adapted to pro-
vide power to the sensor module 102. In one embodi-
ment, the power source 112 may be a battery. The power
source may be built into the sensor module 102 or re-
movable from the sensor module 102, and may be re-
chargeable or non-rechargeable. In an embodiment, the
power source 112 may be recharged by being plugged
into a cable attached to a charging source, such as a
universal serial bus ("USB") cable attached to a personal
computer. In another embodiment, the power source 112
may be recharged by inductive charging, wherein an
electromagnetic field is used to transfer energy from an
inductive charger to the power source 112 when the two
are brought in close proximity, but need not be plugged
into one another via a cable. In some embodiment, a
docking station may be used to facilitate charging.
[0042] The memory 114 may be adapted to store ap-
plication program instructions and to store athletic activity
data. In an embodiment, the memory 114 may store ap-
plication programs used to implement aspects of the
functionality of the athletic activity monitoring system 10
described herein. In one embodiment, the memory 114
may store raw data, recorded data, and/or calculated da-
ta. In some embodiments, as explained in further detail
below, the memory 114 may act as a data storage buffer.
The memory 114 may include both read only memory
and random access memory, and may further include
memory cards or other removable storage devices.
[0043] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the memory 114 may store raw data, recorded data,
and/or calculated data permanently, while in other em-
bodiments the memory 114 may only store all or some
data temporarily, such as in a buffer. In one embodiment
of the present invention, the memory 114, and/or a buffer
related thereto, may store data in memory locations of
predetermined size such that only a certain quantity of
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data may be saved for a particular application of the
present invention.
[0044] The acceleration sensor 116 may be adapted
to measure the acceleration of the sensor module 102.
Accordingly, when the sensor module 102 is physically
coupled to an object 104 (such as an individual’s 100
body 106 or a piece of athletic equipment 108), the ac-
celeration sensor 116 may be capable of measuring the
acceleration of the object 104, including the acceleration
due to the earth’s gravitational field. In one embodiment,
the acceleration sensor 116 may include a tri-axial ac-
celerometer that is capable of measuring acceleration in
three orthogonal directions. In other embodiments one,
two, three, or more separate accelerometers may be
used.
[0045] The magnetic field sensor 118 may be adapted
to measure the intensity and/or direction of magnetic
fields in the vicinity of the sensor module 102. Accord-
ingly, when the sensor module 102 is physically coupled
to an object 104 (such as an individual’s 100 body 106
or a piece of athletic equipment 108), the magnetic field
sensor 118 may be capable of measuring the intensity
and/or direction of magnetic fields in the vicinity of the
object 104, including the earth’s magnetic field. In one
embodiment, the magnetic field sensor 118 may be a
vector magnetometer. In other embodiments, the mag-
netic field sensor 118 may be a tri-axial magnetometer
that is capable of measuring the magnitude and direction
of a resultant magnetic vector for the total local magnetic
field in three dimensions. In other embodiments one, two,
three, or more separate magnetometers may be used.
[0046] In one embodiment of the present invention, the
acceleration sensor 116 and the magnetic field sensor
118 may be contained within a single accelerometer-
magnetometer module bearing model number
LSM303DLHC made by STMicroelectronics of Geneva,
Switzerland. In other embodiments, the sensor module
102 may include only one of the acceleration sensor 116
and the magnetic field sensor 118, and may omit the
other if desired. For example, in some embodiments that
rely primarily or exclusively on magnetic field data to de-
termine performance information for an object 104, such
as the position or speed of the object 104, the sensor
module 102 may include a magnetic field sensor 118 but
omit an acceleration sensor 116.
[0047] The transceiver 122 depicted in FIG. 4 may en-
able the sensor module 102 to wirelessly communicate
with other components of the athletic activity monitoring
system 10, such as those described in further detail be-
low. In one embodiment, the sensor module 102 and the
other local components of the athletic activity monitoring
system 10 may communicate over a personal area net-
work or local area network using, for example, one or
more of the following protocols: ANT, ANT+ by Dynast-
ream Innovations, Bluetooth, Bluetooth Low Energy
Technology, BlueRobin, or suitable wireless personal or
local area network protocols. Other known communica-
tion protocols suitable for an athletic activity monitoring

system 10 may also be used.
[0048] In one embodiment, the transceiver 122 is a
low-power transceiver. In some embodiments, the trans-
ceiver 122 may be a two-way communication transceiver
122, while in other embodiments the transceiver 122 may
be a one-way transmitter or a one-way receiver. Wireless
communication between the sensor module 102 and oth-
er components of the athletic activity monitoring system
10 is described in further detail below. In other embodi-
ments, the sensor module 102 may be in wired commu-
nication with other components of the athletic activity
monitoring system 10 that does not rely on transceiver
122.
[0049] In some embodiments of the present invention,
a sensor module 102 having components such as those
depicted in FIG. 4 may be physically coupled to an object
104 during an athletic activity conducted by an individual
100 to monitor changes in the spatial orientation of the
individual’s 100 body 106 or a piece of the individual’s
athletic equipment 108, to determine a correlation be-
tween body 106 or equipment 108 movement data and
an activity metric, or to compare measured data to pre-
viously measured and recorded data. In these embodi-
ments, the acceleration sensor 116 and the magnetic
field sensor 118 may be responsible for collecting the
data necessary to carry out the various monitoring cal-
culations.
[0050] In some other embodiments, however, it may
be desirable to have additional sensors included within
the sensor module 102, or to have additional sensors in
communication with the sensor module 102. In further
embodiments, the sensor module 102 may be integrated
within an existing piece of athletic activity monitoring
equipment possibly having additional or different sensors
such as, for example, a heart rate monitoring device, a
pedometer, and accelerometer-based monitoring de-
vice, or other portable fitness monitoring device such as,
for example, devices sold by adidas AG of Herzogenau-
rach, Germany under the MICOACH, PACER, ZONE, or
SPEED CELL brand names.
[0051] In addition to the acceleration sensor 116 and
the magnetic field sensor 118, other sensors that may
be part of the sensor module 102 or separate from but
in communication with the sensor module 102 may in-
clude sensors capable of measuring a variety of athletic
performance parameters. The term "performance pa-
rameters" may include physical parameters and/or phys-
iological parameters associated with the individual’s 100
athletic activity. Physical parameters measured may in-
clude, but are not limited to, time, distance, speed, loca-
tion, pace, pedal count, wheel rotation count, rotation
generally, stride count, stride length, airtime, stride rate,
altitude, strain, impact force, jump force, force generally,
and jump height. Physiological parameters measured
may include, but are not limited to, heart rate, respiration
rate, blood oxygen level, blood lactate level, blood flow,
hydration level, calories burned, or body temperature.
[0052] Actual sensors that may be capable of meas-
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uring these parameters may include, but are not limited
to, a pedometer, a pulsimeter, a thermometer, an altim-
eter, a pressure sensor, a strain gage, a bicycle power
meter, a bicycle crank or wheel position sensor, a mag-
netic sensor, an angular momentum sensor (e.g., a gy-
roscope), a resistance sensor, or a force sensor.
[0053] FIG. 5 is a block diagram of components of a
sensor module 102 according to another embodiment of
the present invention that may incorporate some of the
additional sensors mentioned above, as well as other
additional components. In the illustrated embodiment,
the sensor module 102 includes a processor 110, a power
source 112, a memory 114, an acceleration sensor 116,
a magnetic field sensor 118, a user interface 120, and a
transceiver 122, an angular momentum sensor 124, a
heart rate sensor 126, a temperature sensor 128, a po-
sition receiver 130, a data port 132, and a timer 134 op-
eratively connected to one another to carry out the func-
tionality of the sensor module 102. In other embodiments,
one or more of these sensor module 102 components
may be omitted, or one or more additional components
may be added.
[0054] The processor 110, the power source 112, the
memory 114, the acceleration sensor 116, the magnetic
field sensor 118, and the transceiver 122 of the embod-
iment of FIG. 5 may have structures and functions similar
to those described above with respect to analogous com-
ponents in FIG. 4.
[0055] The user interface 120 of the sensor module
102 may be used by the individual 100 to interact with
the sensor module 102. In an embodiment, the user in-
terface 120 may include one or more input buttons,
switches, or keys, including virtual buttons, switches, or
keys of a graphical user interface touch screen surface.
The function of each of these buttons, switches, or keys
may be determined based on an operating mode of the
sensor module 102. In one embodiment, the user inter-
face 120 may include a touch pad, scroll pad and/or touch
screen. In another embodiment, the user interface 120
may include capacitance switches. In a further embodi-
ment, the user interface 120 may include voice-activated
controls.
[0056] In some embodiments, however, the sensor
module 102 may not include a user interface 120. In these
embodiments, the sensor module 102 may be capable
of communicating with other components of the athletic
activity monitoring system 10 which may themselves in-
clude user interfaces.
[0057] The angular momentum sensor 124, which may
be, for example, a gyroscope, may be adapted to meas-
ure the angular momentum or orientation of the sensor
module 102. Accordingly, when the sensor module 102
is physically coupled to an object 104 (such as an indi-
vidual’s 100 body 106 or athletic equipment 108), the
angular momentum sensor 124 may be capable of meas-
uring the angular momentum or orientation of the object
104. In one embodiment, the angular momentum sensor
124 may be a tri-axial gyroscope that is capable of meas-

uring angular rotation about three orthogonal axis. In oth-
er embodiments one, two, three, or more separate gyro-
scopes may be used. In an embodiment, the angular mo-
mentum sensor 124 may be used to calibrate measure-
ments made by one or more of the acceleration sensor
116 and the magnetic field sensor 118.
[0058] The heart rate sensor 125 may be adapted to
measure an individual’s heart rate. The heart rate sensor
125 may be placed in contact with the individual’s 100
skin, such as the skin of the individual’s chest, and se-
cured with a strap. The heart rate sensor 125 may be
capable of reading the electrical activity the individual’s
100 heart.
[0059] The temperature sensor 128 may be, for exam-
ple, a thermometer, a thermistor, or a thermocouple that
measures changes in the temperature. In some embod-
iments, the temperature sensor 128 may primarily be
used for calibration other sensors of the athletic activity
monitoring system 10, such as , for example, the accel-
eration sensor 116 and the magnetic field sensor 118.
[0060] In one embodiment, the position receiver 130
may be an electronic satellite position receiver that is
capable of determining its location (i.e., longitude, lati-
tude, and altitude) using time signals transmitted along
a line-of-sight by radio from satellite position system sat-
ellites. Known satellite position systems include the GPS
system, the Galileo system, the BeiDou system, and the
GLONASS system. In another embodiment, the position
receiver 130 may be an antennae that is capable of com-
municating with local or remote base stations or radio
transmission transceivers such that the location of the
sensor module 102 may be determined using radio signal
triangulation or other similar principles. In some embod-
iments, position receiver 130 data may allow the sensor
module 102 to detect information that may be used to
measure and/or calculate position waypoints, time, loca-
tion, distance traveled, speed, pace, or altitude.
[0061] The data port 132 may facilitate information
transfer to and from the sensor module 102 and may be,
for example, a USB port. In some exemplary embodi-
ments, data port 132 can additionally or alternatively fa-
cilitate power transfer to power source 112, in order to
charge power source 112.
[0062] The timer 134 may be a clock that is capable of
tracking absolute time and/or determining elapsed time.
In some embodiments, the timer 134 may be used to
timestamp certain data records, such that the time that
certain data was measured or recorded may be deter-
mined and various timestamps of various pieces of data
may be correlated with one another.
[0063] In some embodiments of the present invention,
a sensor module 102 having components such as those
depicted in FIG. 5 may be physically coupled to an object
104 during an athletic activity conducted by an individual
100 to monitor changes in the spatial orientation of the
individual’s 100 body 106 or a piece of the individual’s
athletic equipment 108, to determine a correlation be-
tween body 106 or equipment 108 movement data and
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an activity metric, or to compare measured data to pre-
viously measured and recorded data. In these embodi-
ments, the acceleration sensor 116, the magnetic field
sensor 118, and/or other included sensors may be re-
sponsible for collecting the data necessary to carry out
the various monitoring calculations. In some other em-
bodiments, however, it may be desirable to have addi-
tional sensors included within the sensor module 102, to
have additional sensors in communication with the sen-
sor module 102, or to have fewer sensors with the sensor
module 102.
[0064] FIG. 6A is an illustration of a sensor module 102
configured for monitoring an individual’s 100 body 106
according to an embodiment of the present invention.
The illustrated sensor module 102 may be similar to the
sensor module 102 illustrated in FIG. 1 as being config-
ured to be physically coupled to the portion of the indi-
vidual’s 100 body 106 known as the chest. In some em-
bodiments of the present invention, the sensor module
102 of FIG. 6A may be physically coupled to an individ-
ual’s 100 body 106 during an athletic activity to monitor
changes in the spatial orientation of the individual’s 100
body 106, to determine a correlation between body 106
movement data and an activity metric, or to compare
measured data to previously measured and recorded da-
ta.
[0065] As illustrated in FIG. 6A, in one embodiment,
the sensor module 102 may include a housing 136. The
housing 136 may contain and protect the various elec-
tronic components of the exemplary sensor modules 102
described above with reference to FIG. 4 or FIG. 5.
Though the housing 136 is illustrated as a circular disc-
shaped housing in FIG. 6A, the housing may take on any
suitable size and shape that is able to accommodate the
necessary components of the sensor module 102 and to
physically couple to the desired part of the individual’s
100 body 106. In one embodiment, the housing may be
made of plastic, such as, for example, TPU, or other suit-
ably durable material.
[0066] In some embodiments, the sensor module 102
may also include a button and/or a display. The button
may serve as the user interface of the sensor module
102. The button may be capable of turning the sensor
module 102 on and off, toggling through various display
options, or serving a variety of other functions. Alterna-
tively, multiple buttons or no buttons may be provided.
In one embodiment, the display may be a relatively simple
LED display that is capable of conveying the status or
battery life of the sensor module 102 to an individual 100.
In another embodiment, the display may be a more ad-
vanced display that is capable of displaying performance
parameter information, feedback, or other information to
the individual 100, such as a seven-segment LCD dis-
play. Alternatively, no button or display may be provided,
as illustrated in FIG. 6A.
[0067] FIG. 6B is an illustration of a sport ball compris-
ing a sensor module 102 for monitoring the sport ball
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

The illustrated sensor module 102 may be similar to the
sensor module 102 illustrated in FIG. 2 as being config-
ured to be physically coupled to a piece of athletic equip-
ment 108 that is a soccer ball. In some embodiments of
the present invention, the sensor module 102 of FIG. 6B
that is incorporated in the soccer ball may be used during
an athletic activity to monitor changes in the spatial ori-
entation of the soccer ball, to determine a correlation be-
tween ball movement data and an activity metric, or to
compare measured data to previously measured and re-
corded data, as a result of, for example the individual 100
kicking the soccer ball.
[0068] As illustrated in FIG. 6B, the ball may include
an outer layer 142 enclosing a hollow void of the ball.
The outer layer 142 may be stitched, bonded, and/or
glued together from panels of leather or plastic and laced
to allow access to an internal air bladder, if necessary.
In other embodiments, the ball may be a non-hollow sport
ball (e.g., a baseball, bowling ball, or golf ball) including
a single, solid layer or multiple different layers. In some
embodiments, the sensor module 102 may be attached
to or incorporated into the ball prior to sale to an individual,
while in other embodiments the individual may later insert
the sensor module 102 after purchasing the ball. In some
embodiments, the ball may include a button and a display
that may be similar to those described above with respect
to the body-mounted sensor module 102, if present. Al-
ternatively, no button or display may be provided, as il-
lustrated in FIG. 6B.
[0069] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the sensor module 102 may communicate with other
components of the athletic activity monitoring system 10
via wired or wireless technologies. Communication be-
tween the sensor module 102 and other components of
the athletic activity monitoring system 10 may be desir-
able for a variety of reasons. For example, to the extent
that the sensor module 102 records and stores athletic
activity information, it may be useful to transmit this in-
formation to another electronic device for additional data
processing, data visualization, sharing with others, com-
parison to previously recorded athletic activity informa-
tion, or a variety of other purposes. As a further example,
to the extent that the sensor module 102 has insufficient
processing power, wide area network transmission ca-
pabilities, sensor capabilities, or other capabilities, these
capabilities can be provided by other components of the
athletic activity monitoring system 10. With this in mind,
possible communications means are described briefly
below.
[0070] Wired communication between the sensor
module 102 and a personal computer 204 may be
achieved, for example, by placing the sensor module 102
in a docking unit that is attached to the personal computer
204 using a communications wire plugged into a com-
munications port of the personal computer 204. In anoth-
er embodiment, wired communication between the sen-
sor module 102 and the personal computer 204 may be
achieved, for example, by connecting a cable between
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the sensor module 102 and the computer 204. The data
port 132 of the sensor module 102 and a communications
port of the computer 204 may include USB ports. The
cable connecting the sensor module 102 and the com-
puter 204 may be a USB cable with suitable USB plugs
including, but not limited to, USB-A or USB-B regular,
mini, or micro plugs, or other suitable cable such as, for
example, a FireWire, Ethernet or Thunderbolt cable. As
previously explained above, in some embodiments, such
cables could be used to facilitate power transfer to a pow-
er source 112 of the sensor module 102, in order to
charge the power source 112. Alternatively, the power
source 112 may be recharged by inductive charging, or
by using a docking station.
[0071] Wired connection to a personal computer 204
may be useful, for example, to upload athletic activity
information from the sensor module 102 to the personal
computer 204, or to download application software up-
dates or settings from the personal computer 204 to the
sensor module 102.
[0072] Wireless communication between the sensor
module 102 and the personal computer 204 may be
achieved, for example, by way of a wireless wide area
network (such as, for example, the Internet), a wireless
local area network, or a wireless personal area network.
As is well known to those skilled in the art, there are a
number of known standard and proprietary protocols that
are suitable for implementing wireless area networks
(e.g., TCP/IP, IEEE 802.16, Bluetooth, Bluetooth low en-
ergy, ANT, ANT+ by Dynastream Innovations, or BlueR-
obin). Accordingly, embodiments of the present invention
are not limited to using any particular protocol to com-
municate between the sensor module 102 and the vari-
ous elements of the athletic activity monitoring system
10 of the present invention.
[0073] In one embodiment, the sensor module 102
may communicate with a wireless wide area network
communications system such as that employed by mo-
bile telephones. For example, a wireless wide area net-
work communication system may include a plurality of
geographically distributed communication towers and
base station systems. Communication towers may in-
clude one or more antennae supporting long-range two-
way radio frequency communication wireless devices,
such as sensor module 102. The radio frequency com-
munication between antennae and the sensor module
102 may utilize radio frequency signals conforming to
any known or future developed wireless protocol, for ex-
ample, CDMA, GSM, EDGE, 3G, 4G, IEEE 802.x (e.g.,
IEEE 802.16 (WiMAX)), etc. The information transmitted
over-the-air by the base station systems and the cellular
communication towers to the sensor module 102 may be
further transmitted to or received from one or more ad-
ditional circuit-switched or packet-switched communica-
tion networks, including, for example, the Internet.
[0074] As shown in FIG. 7, communication may also
occur between the sensor module 102, a personal com-
puter 204, and/or a remote server 202 via a network 200.

In an embodiment, the network 200 is the Internet. The
Internet is a worldwide collection of servers, routers,
switches and transmission lines that employ the Internet
Protocol (TCP/IP) to communicate data. The network 200
may also be employed for communication between any
two or more of the sensor module 102, the personal com-
puter 204, the server 202, and a docking unit. In an em-
bodiment of the present invention, information is directly
communicated between the sensor module 102 and the
server 202 via the network 200, thus bypassing the per-
sonal computer 204.
[0075] A variety of information may be communicated
between any of the sensor module 102, the personal
computer 204, the network 200, the server 202, or other
electronic components such as, for example, another
sensor module 102, a mobile phone, a tablet computer,
or other portable electronic devices. Such information
may include, for example, performance parameter data,
device settings (including sensor module 102 settings),
software, and firmware.
[0076] Communication among the various elements of
the present invention may occur after the athletic activity
has been completed or in real-time during the athletic
activity. In addition, the interaction between, for example,
the sensor module 102 and the personal computer 204,
and the interaction between the personal computer 204
and the server 202 may occur at different times.
[0077] In some embodiments of the present invention,
an individual 100 using the athletic activity monitoring
system 10 may participate in the activity with the sensor
module 102 physically coupled to the individual’s body
106 or to a piece of athletic equipment 108, but with no
other portable electronic devices making up part of the
athletic activity monitoring system 10 in the individual’s
immediate vicinity. In such an embodiment, the sensor
module 102 would monitor the athletic activity using its
sensors. The sensor module 102 may also perform cal-
culations necessary to monitor changes in the spatial ori-
entation of the individual’s 100 body 106 or a piece of
the individual’s athletic equipment 108, perform calcula-
tions necessary to determine a correlation between body
106 or equipment 108 movement data and an activity
metric, or to compare measured data to previously meas-
ured and recorded data.
[0078] Alternatively, in this scenario, other compo-
nents of the athletic activity monitoring system 10 that
are remotely located from the individual 100 during the
activity could be relied upon to perform calculations nec-
essary to monitor changes in the spatial orientation of
the individual’s 100 body 106 or a piece of the individual’s
athletic equipment 108, or perform calculations neces-
sary to determine a correlation between body 106 or
equipment 108 movement data and an activity metric.
This could occur, for example after wireless transmission
of athletic performance information directly from the sen-
sor module 102 to a personal computer 204 or a server
202 during or after the activity, or after a wired transmis-
sion of athletic performance information directly from the
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sensor module 102 to a personal computer 204 after the
activity.
[0079] However, in other embodiments of the present
invention, as illustrated in FIG. 8A, the sensor module
102 may communicate with a portable electronic device
206 of the athletic activity monitoring system 10 that is
also carried by the individual 100 during the athletic ac-
tivity. In some embodiments, the portable electronic de-
vice 206 may be a watch, a mobile phone, a tablet com-
puter, or other portable electronic device.
[0080] The portable electronic device 206 may serve
a variety of purposes including, for example, providing
additional data processing, providing additional data
storage, providing data visualization, providing additional
sensor capabilities, relaying information to a network
200, or providing for the playback of music.
[0081] In one embodiment of the present invention, the
portable electronic device 206 may be a dedicated port-
able electronic device 206. The term "dedicated portable
electronic device" indicates that the portable electronic
device 206 is not capable of serving another purpose
outside of the athletic activity monitoring system 10 of
the present invention. For example, a mobile phone, a
personal digital assistant, or a digital music file player
(e.g., an MP3 player) may not be considered to be "ded-
icated portable electronic monitoring devices" as the term
is used herein. In this manner, the dedicated portable
electronic monitoring device 206 may in some embodi-
ments provide a simpler and/or more efficient device.
[0082] The portable electronic device 206 illustrated in
FIG. 8A is not a dedicated portable electronic monitoring
device; the portable electronic device 206 illustrated in
FIG. 8A is a mobile phone. In alternate embodiments, it
may be possible for the sensor module 102 itself to be
embodied by a mobile phone. Including a portable elec-
tronic device 206 in the athletic activity monitoring system
10, such as a mobile phone, may be desirable as mobile
phones are commonly carried by individuals, even when
engaging in athletic activities, and they are capable of
providing significant additional computing and commu-
nication power at no additional cost to the individual 100.
[0083] In view of the above discussion, it is apparent
that various processing steps or other calculations recit-
ed herein may be capable of being performed by various
embodiments of the athletic activity monitoring system
10 disclosed herein, and are not necessarily limited to
being performed by the sensor module 102, depending
on the configuration of a particular embodiment of the
present invention. For example, any of the processing
steps or other calculations recited herein may be per-
formed, in various embodiments, by the sensor module
102, by a server computer 202, by a personal computer
204, by a portable electronic device 206, and/or any other
network component, or by more than one component.
[0084] Embodiments of the present invention may in-
volve the use of so-called "cloud computing." Cloud com-
puting may include the delivery of computing as a service
rather than a product, whereby shared resources, soft-

ware, and information are provided to computers and oth-
er devices as a utility over a network (typically the Inter-
net). Cloud computing may entrust services (typically
centralized) with a user’s data, software and computation
on a published application programming interface over
a network. End users may access cloud-based applica-
tions through a web browser or a light weight desktop or
mobile app while the business software and data are
stored on servers at a remote location. Cloud application
providers often strive to give the same or better service
and performance than if the software programs were in-
stalled locally on end-user computers.
[0085] FIG. 8B illustrates a first sensor module 102 in
wireless communication with a second sensor module
102. In an embodiment, such communication may be de-
sirable so that different individuals 100, including individ-
uals 100 on the same athletic team, can compare their
performance in athletic activities or otherwise exchange
data without having to first transmit data through a remote
computer such as a personal computer 204 or a server
202.
[0086] FIG. 9 is an illustration of a group monitoring
system according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention. In an exemplary embodiment, group monitoring
system 250, depicted in, for example,
[0087] FIG. 9, includes portable electronic devices
206, a base station 260, and at least one group monitor-
ing device 270. Portable electronic device 206 may be
coupled to an individual 100. Portable electronic device
206 may include or be in communication with a sensor
module 102 or individual sensors associated with an in-
dividual 100 or their athletic equipment 108, including,
but not limited to, an acceleration sensor 116, a magnetic
field sensor 118, a pedometer, a heart rate monitor, a
position sensor, an impact sensor, a camera, a gyro-
scope, a microphone, a temperature sensor, and a wind
sensor.
[0088] In an exemplary embodiment, the portable elec-
tronic device 206 and/or the sensor module 102 may in-
clude a sensor garment, a heart rate monitor, and a po-
sition sensor. The position sensor may include, for ex-
ample, a position sensor for use with a satellite-based
positioning system, a position sensor for use with a bea-
con system (e.g., position determination using triangula-
tion and/or time differences of signals received by anten-
nas at known positions about a field or activity area), or
a position sensor for use with any other suitable position-
determining system. In some exemplary embodiments,
group monitoring device 270 may be used by a coach.
[0089] Sensor modules 102 may be mounted to indi-
viduals 100 in preparation for participation by individuals
100 in a session of athletic activity. Sensor modules 102
mounted to a particular individual 100 may be coupled,
either via wires or wirelessly, to a portable electronic de-
vice 206, also mounted on the particular individual 100.
The sensor modules 102 may sense characteristics
about individuals 100 during participation by individuals
100 in the session of athletic activity, and transmit data
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indicative of the characteristics to the portable electronic
device 206. The portable electronic device 206 in turn
transmits the data to base station 260 during the session
of athletic activity.
[0090] In some exemplary embodiments, this trans-
mission occurs in real time. "Real time" as used herein
may include delays inherent to transmission technology,
delays designed to optimize resources, and other inher-
ent or desirable delays that would be apparent to one of
skill in the art. In some exemplary embodiments, this
transmission is delayed from real time, or may occur after
completion of the activity. Base station 260 may receive
the data and may determine metrics from the data, where
the metrics may be representations of the characteristics
measured by sensor modules 102, or may be represen-
tations of further characteristics derived from the data
through the use of algorithms and other data manipula-
tion techniques. Base station 260 in turn may transmit
the metrics during the session of athletic activity to group
monitoring device 270, which may receive the metrics
and display a representation of the metrics.
[0091] Group monitoring device 270 may receive met-
rics associated with a plurality of individuals 100, and
may display the received metrics in association with the
individuals 100 with which they are associated. In this
way, a coach viewing group monitoring device 270 during
the session of athletic activity receives detailed informa-
tion about multiple individuals 100, and can act on that
information as it is determined necessary or expedient,
thereby efficiently monitoring and managing individuals
100 during the session of athletic activity.
[0092] Suitable group monitoring systems and compo-
nents may include, for example, the systems and com-
ponents disclosed in commonly owned U.S. Patent Ap-
plication No. 13/077,494, titled "Group Performance
Monitoring System and Method," U.S. Patent Application
No. 13/077,510, titled "Group Performance Monitoring
System and Method," and U.S. Patent Application No.
13/543,428, titled "Group Performance Monitoring Sys-
tem and Method," whose disclosures are incorporated
herein by reference in their entireties.
[0093] An overview of exemplary embodiments of
components of the athletic activity monitoring system 10
of the present invention, including exemplary sensor
modules 102, has been provided above. A description of
various exemplary methods of using the athletic activity
monitoring system 10 of the present invention to monitor
changes in the spatial orientation of the individual’s 100
body 106 or a piece of the individual’s athletic equipment
108, to determine a correlation between body 106 or
equipment 108 movement data and an activity metric, or
to compare measured data to previously measured and
recorded data is now provided below.
[0094] An individual 100 engaged in an athletic activity
(or another interested person such as a coach, team-
mate, or spectator) may desire to obtain information
about the position and movement of the individual’s 100
body 106 or the position and movement of a piece of the

individual’s athletic equipment 108 during the course of
the athletic activity.
[0095] For example, if the individual 100 is participating
in an activity that involves the use of a sport ball, such
as playing in a soccer match, it may be desirable, for
example, to be able to determine the various launch an-
gles at which the soccer ball (i.e., football) was kicked by
the individual 100, to be able to determine the rate of
rotation of the soccer ball after it was kicked by the indi-
vidual 100, to be able to determine various positions of
the soccer ball on the field, or to be able to determine the
peak speeds that the soccer ball was traveling at after
being kicked by the individual 100.
[0096] As a further example, if the individual 100 is
participating in an activity that involves various move-
ments the individual’s 100 chest, such practicing basket-
ball skills, it may be desirable, for example, to be able to
identify instances when the individual 100 cut to the left
or cut to the right when trying to dribble around a defend-
er, to be able to determine the position of and amount of
time spent by the individual 100 at certain locations on
the court, to be able to determine the height that the in-
dividual 100 jumped or the force that the individual 100
jumped with when taking jump shots, attempting dunks,
or attempting to block shots, or to be able to determine
the individual’s 100 reaction time when working on bas-
ketball-related reaction time drills.
[0097] By using the athletic activity monitoring system
10 including the sensor module 102 described above,
embodiments of the present invention may advanta-
geously enable the individual 100 (or their coach, team-
mate, or a spectator) to obtain this or other information
about the position and movement of the individual’s 100
body 106 or the position and movement of a piece of the
individual’s 100 athletic equipment 108 during or after
the course of the athletic activity.
[0098] While various embodiments of the present in-
vention are described in the context of the sports of soc-
cer (i.e., football) and basketball, the present invention
is not so limited and may be applied in a variety of different
sports or athletic activities including, for example, base-
ball, bowling, boxing, cricket, cycling, football (i.e., Amer-
ican football), golf, hockey, lacrosse, rowing, rugby, run-
ning, skateboarding, skiing, surfing, swimming, table ten-
nis, tennis, or volleyball, or during training sessions re-
lated thereto. In addition, activity metrics described as
being capable of being determined in soccer may be ca-
pable of being determined in basketball, or vice versa,
when appropriate.
[0099] Data obtained by the sensor module 102 may
be processed in a variety of ways to yield useful informa-
tion about the motion of an object 104 of interest during
the activity. In some embodiments, sensor module 102
data may be processed to monitor changes in the spatial
orientation of the individual’s 100 body 106 or a piece of
the individual’s 100 athletic equipment 108. In other em-
bodiment, sensor module 102 data may be processed to
by reference to a predetermined correlation between
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movement data and an activity metric stored in a data
structure. In other embodiments, measured data may be
compared with previously measured and recorded data.
[0100] Regardless of whether the athletic activity mon-
itoring system 10 and the sensor module 102 are being
used to monitor the individual’s 100 body 106 or a piece
of the individual’s 100 athletic equipment 108, in embod-
iments of the present invention where there is a desire
to monitor changes in the spatial orientation or movement
of the individual’s 100 body 106 or the piece of the indi-
vidual’s 100 athletic equipment 108, a common analytical
framework may be used to carry out the monitoring. In
such an embodiment, the individual 100 may use the
sensor module 102 in the athletic activity monitoring sys-
tem 10 to determine a change in spatial orientation or
movement of the object 104.The sensor module 102 may
detect movement of the object 104. In one embodiment,
movement of the object 104 is detected based on accel-
eration data captured by the acceleration sensor 116 of
the sensor module 102. In another embodiment, move-
ment of the object 104 is detected based on magnetic
field data captured by the magnetic field sensor 118 of
the sensor module 102. In yet another embodiment,
movement of the object 104 is detected based on both
acceleration data and magnetic field data. In some em-
bodiments, movement of the object 104 may detected
based on satellite positioning system data.
[0101] In one embodiment, the magnetic field sensor
118 may be adapted to measure the intensity and/or di-
rection of magnetic fields in the vicinity of the sensor mod-
ule 102. In another embodiment, the magnetic field sen-
sor 118 may be adapted to measure the intensity and/or
direction of the earth’s magnetic field in the vicinity of the
sensor module 102. In some embodiments, the magnetic
field sensor 118 may be capable of measuring the mag-
nitude and/or direction of a resultant magnetic vector for
the total local magnetic field and/or for the local earth’s
magnetic field.
[0102] If the monitored object 104 is a soccer ball, the
detected movement may consist of the soccer ball rolling
on the ground as a result of being dribbled by the indi-
vidual 100. If the monitored object 104 is the chest of an
individual 100 playing basketball, the detected move-
ment may consist of the individual’s chest moving forward
as the individual dribbles a basketball down the court.
[0103] In some embodiments, the sensor module 102
may then determine that the movement of the object 104
indicates the occurrence of a movement to track. In one
embodiment, the determination that the movement of the
object 104 indicates the occurrence of a movement to
track occurs when a threshold data value is met for a
predetermined period of time. For example, the sensor
module 102 may determine that a movement of the object
104 has resulted in a threshold acceleration and/or mag-
netic field change occurring for a predetermined period
of time.
[0104] In some embodiments, the determination of the
occurrence of a movement to track is an indication that

the movement to track had already begun prior to the
determination. In this case, it is still possible to capture
all of the relevant data relating to the movement as the
sensor module 102 may temporarily record a stream of
data in a buffer in the event that data that had recently
been recorded may need to be examined or more per-
manently recorded in response to a determination that
an occurrence of a movement to track is found. In other
embodiments, the determination of the occurrence of a
movement to track is an indication that the movement to
track is about to begin in the near future. In some em-
bodiments, the sensor module 102 is adapted to store
data permanently or temporarily, and may further be
adapted to store data for predefined periods of time in
certain circumstances, such as when populating a data
buffer.
[0105] If the monitored object 104 is a soccer ball, the
movement of the soccer ball as a result of the individual
100 swiftly kicking the ball in an attempt to make a goal
may result in a determination that the motion of the ball
in response to the kick - which could include motion of
the ball before, during, and/or after the determination was
made - should be tracked. If the monitored object 104 is
the chest of an individual 100 playing basketball, the ro-
tation of the individual’s 100 chest through one-hundred
and eighty degrees of rotation when making an offensive
movement may result in a determination that the rotation
of the individual’s chest - which could include motion of
the individual’s 100 chest before, during, and/or after the
determination was made - should be tracked.
[0106] In response to the determination of the occur-
rence of a movement to track, an initial spatial orientation
of the object 104, which may include the object’s position,
may be determined. In some embodiments, the determi-
nation of an initial spatial orientation of the object 104
may be made by reference to a coordinate axis system.
[0107] A coordinate axis system is a useful analytical
tool for monitoring changes in the spatial orientation of
an object 104. FIG. 10 illustrates an exemplary three-
dimensional Cartesian coordinate axis system 300 hav-
ing three axes - an X axis, a Y axis, and a Z axis. Two
vectors, "G" and "B," are superimposed on the coordinate
axis system 300 illustrated in FIG. 10. The G-vector 302
pointing in the -Y direction represents a gravity vector.
The B-vector 304 represents a resultant magnetic field
vector.
[0108] FIG. 11 illustrates another exemplary three-di-
mensional Cartesian coordinate axis system 350. This
system 350 defines six degrees of freedom for a rigid
body, such as the object 104. Six degrees of freedom
refers to motion of a rigid body in three-dimensional
space, namely the ability to move forward/backward,
up/down, left/right (translation in three perpendicular ax-
es) combined with rotation about three perpendicular ax-
es (pitch, yaw, roll), as illustrated in FIG. 11.
[0109] In one embodiment, the determination of the
initial spatial orientation of the object 104 may be made
with respect to a gravity vector 302, such as that illus-
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trated in FIG. 10. In another embodiment, the determi-
nation of the initial spatial orientation of the object 104
may be made with respect to an earth magnetic field vec-
tor 304, such as that illustrated in FIG. 10. In other em-
bodiments, the determination of the initial spatial orien-
tation of the object 104 may be made with respect to
characterizations of the way that the object translated
and rotated in three-dimensional space with six degrees
of freedom, as explained with reference to FIG. 11.
[0110] After the determination of the initial orientation
of the object 104 at a first time has been made, a change
in the spatial orientation of the object 104 may be deter-
mined. In an embodiment, the determination of the
change in the spatial orientation of the object 104 may
be made similarly to the determination of the initial ori-
entation of the object 104, except that additional infor-
mation about changes in the orientation of the gravity
vector 302 and/or the magnetic field vector 304 as the
object moves may be additionally factored in.
[0111] An activity metric can be determined based on
the change in the spatial orientation of the object 104
determined. The nature of the activity metric may change
based on the athletic activity that the individual 100 is
participating in, as well as particular object 104 that is
being monitored. In one embodiment, the activity metric
may relate to, for example, a launch angle, a rate of ro-
tation, a speed, a location, a jump height, a jump force,
a jump distance, a kick force, a kick distance, a charac-
terization of a specific type of athletic movement, or a
reaction time measurement. In other embodiments, the
activity metric may be, for example, the rate of rotation,
the plane of rotation, the jump force, force profile (force
acting upon the body of the athlete or the ground or the
object), stroke information in tennis, swing profile in golf,
baseball, hockey stick, kick profile of a leg, angle position
of a bike pedal, power output of a cyclist, fatigue (tremors
starting to occur in repeated motion, i.e., running, lifting
swimming, rowing etc.), posture, throwing or arm swing
technique, and shooting technique.
[0112] An output can be provided that conveys the ac-
tivity metric to the individual 100, a coach, a teammate,
a spectator, or any other interested person. In one em-
bodiment, the output may be an audible, visual, and/or
haptic output.
[0113] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the sensor module 102 may be capable of compensating
for inherent deficiencies that may be present for various
types of sensor contained within or in communication with
the sensor module 102. Most real world sensors have
limitations. For example, accelerometers, magnetome-
ters, gyroscopes, and satellite positioning system receiv-
ers may have accuracy issues, particularly when used
at speeds or under other conditions that differ from their
initial calibration conditions.
[0114] In some systems, if sensor data, such as accel-
eration sensor 116 or magnetic field sensor 118 data, is
temporarily lost or otherwise unavailable, the data from
the unavailable sensor is not used in subsequent

processing or calculations. In other systems, lost data
may be estimated by "straight line" methods where, for
example, it is assumed that the data stays constant or
changes at a constant rate. However, in some embodi-
ments of the present invention sensor data, such as one
of acceleration sensor 116 or magnetic field sensor 118
data may be used to compensate for and/or estimate the
changes in the other of acceleration sensor 116 or mag-
netic field sensor 118 data based on known, derived, or
estimate correlations between the two types of data, or
data extrapolation.
[0115] By combining the data produced by, for exam-
ple, acceleration sensor 116 and a magnetic field sensor
118, systems and methods according to embodiments
of the present invention are able to more accurately de-
termine absolute data values or activity metrics even
when data from one of the acceleration sensor 116 or
the magnetic field sensor 118 is lost for any reason. Using
the data that is not missing, the system can continue to
provide data values or activity metrics to fill in the "holes"
until the missing data is regained or otherwise again sam-
pled.
[0116] In other embodiments of the present invention,
angular momentum sensor 124 data, such as gyroscope
data, may be used in combination with one or more of
acceleration sensor 116 or magnetic field sensor 118 da-
ta for data calibration and/or extrapolation.
[0117] In some embodiments of the present invention,
calibration and/or generation of correction factor data for
an acceleration sensor 116 or magnetic field sensor 118-
based sensor modules 102 may be performed under a
variety of different use conditions, e.g., calibration data
or correction factors may be generated for use at different
movement speeds, for use with an individual’s 100 body
106, with a piece of athletic equipment 108, for use in
different sports, for use under different wind conditions,
for use under different court or field conditions, etc. More-
over, this variety of correction factors and/or calibration
data may be collected, in the background, over time, as
the individual 100 continues using the system. In this
manner, a "lookup table" or other "universe" or library of
calibration data or correction factors may be built up and
stored in the monitoring system (optionally in the portable
portion of the system), such that an appropriate correc-
tion factor could be generated and applied for a full range
of individual 100 or athletic equipment 108 speeds and/or
other use conditions.
[0118] A microprocessor provided with the system (op-
tionally in the portable portion of the system, in the per-
sonal computer, etc.) may be programmed to interpolate
between and/or extrapolate from known calibration or
correction factors to arrive at the most appropriate cali-
bration or correction factor for use at any speed or other
use condition(s). Also, in this manner, different calibration
or correction factors may be applied at different times
during a single athletic performance, e.g., based on the
speed or other use conditions determined at a given time
during the performance, to further help improve the over-
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all accuracy of the speed and distance monitor. By having
a variety of correction or calibration factors available un-
der different performance conditions, the sensor module
102 will tend to become more accurate, particularly over
time and with increased use, because of the increased
number of calibration and correction factors generated
with increased use.
[0119] In one embodiment of the present invention, the
sensor module 102 may be affected by perturbations in
local magnetic fields, such as the earth’s magnetic field.
The local magnetic field may be more variable at certain
distances near the surface of the earth than at other dis-
tances further away from the earth. For example, the local
magnetic field may be more variable or perturbed within
approximately three feet of the surface of the earth than
at more than approximately three feet away from the sur-
face of the earth. Accordingly, in some embodiments,
magnetic field sensor 118 data obtained from an object
104 when the object 104 is more than approximately
three feet away from the surface of the earth may be
used to extrapolate or otherwise estimate proper or likely
magnetic field sensor 118 data from when the object 104
was within approximately three feet of the surface of the
earth, if the magnetic field sensor 118 data from when
the object 104 was within approximately three feet of the
surface of the earth is otherwise deemed to be unreliable
due to the relatively high variability in local magnetic
fields, such as the earth’s magnetic field, near the surface
of the earth.
[0120] In some embodiments, sensor module 102 of
monitoring system 10 can be mounted to an individual
100. In some embodiments, multiple sensor modules 102
can be mounted to individual 100 (e.g., one sensor mod-
ule having axes at one or more oblique angles to another
sensor module). In some embodiments, sensor modules
102 may be mounted to individual 100 at different loca-
tions (e.g., on the trunk of individual 100, on one or more
appendages of individual 100). For example, individual
100 may be an athlete performing an athletic activity.
Monitoring system 10 including sensor module 102
mounted to individual 100 is referred to as monitoring
system 30. Sensor module 102 can be mounted to indi-
vidual 100 using any suitable technique. For example,
sensor module 102 may be worn by individual 100 by
being coupled to an exterior or interior of individual 100,
by being mounted to individual 100 using a harness sys-
tem worn by individual 100, by being carried in a pocket
of a garment worn by individual 100, by being affixed to
the skin of individual 100 (e.g., using adhesive), by being
carried by an article of equipment carried or worn by in-
dividual 100 (e.g., a helmet, a mouth guard, a jock strap,
a protective pad, an article of footwear), or by being in-
serted within the body of individual 100 (e.g., surgically,
orally). Exemplary techniques that can be employed to
mount sensor module 102 to individual 100 are described
in commonly owned U.S. Patent Application No.
13/077,520, filed March 31, 2011, whose disclosure is
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

[0121] In some embodiments, sensor module 102 can
be activated (i.e., enter an active state) in response to
sensing an activation motion or movement of individual
100 (the terms "motion" and "movement" are used inter-
changeably herein). In some embodiments, the activa-
tion motion may be, for example, jumping above a pre-
determined height, jumping a predetermined number of
times in within a predetermined period, walking a prede-
termined number of steps. In some embodiments, the
activation motion may be, for example, a sequence of
motions (e.g., motion in response to three jumps per-
formed in quick succession, or within a predetermined
time period such as, for example, 3 seconds). Upon ac-
tivation, sensor module 102 begins to store (e.g., in mem-
ory 114) and/or transfer sensed data to a remote device,
as described herein. In some embodiments, in an active
state, sensor module 102 may continuously sense data
(e.g., acceleration data (data representative of acceler-
ation) is determined by acceleration sensor 116 of sensor
module 102, and magnetic field data (data representative
of a magnetic field) is determined by magnetic field sen-
sor 118 of sensor module 102). In some embodiments,
data is sensed by sensor module 102 periodically (e.g.,
every 50 milliseconds (ms), every 10 ms, every 1 ms).
[0122] In some embodiments, sensor module 102 can
be deactivated (e.g., enter a low-power standby state,
detecting acceleration at a low frequency relative to the
active state) in response to sensing no motion of sensor
module 102 for a predetermined period of time (e.g., 30
minutes). In some embodiments, sensor module 102 can
be deactivated in response to sensing a deactivation mo-
tion individual 100. In some embodiments, the deactiva-
tion motion may be, for example, any of the motions de-
scribed above as an activation motion. In some embod-
iments, a deactivation motion may be the same as an
activation motion. In some embodiments, a deactivation
motion may be different from an activation motion.
[0123] In some embodiments, data sensed by sensor
module 102 may be time-correlated (e.g., stored in as-
sociation with time data representing the time at which
the data was sensed). The time at which data is sensed
can be provided via timer 134. In operation, sensor mod-
ule 102 of monitoring system 30 senses and processes
signals as described herein to output representations of
activity metrics of individual 100. In some embodiments,
representations of activity metrics can be output to, for
example, a display device (e.g., a display of personal
computer 204, portable electronic device 206, or sensor
module 102). Sensor module 102 can be powered by
any suitable technique, including those described herein.
[0124] In some embodiments, monitoring system 30
including sensor module 102 mounted to individual 100
can be used to determine a variety of activity metrics
about individual 100, including characteristics relating to
motion of individual 100. For example, monitoring system
30 can be used to identify a motion characteristic of in-
dividual 100 (e.g., position of individual 100 or a portion
thereof, orientation of individual 100 or a portion thereof,
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orientation and/or magnitude of speed of individual 100
or a portion thereof, orientation and/or magnitude of ac-
celeration of individual 100 or a portion thereof, orienta-
tion and/or magnitude of forces applied to individual 100
or a portion thereof, duration of movement of individual
100 or a portion thereof, posture of individual 100 or a
portion thereof, and/or rotation of individual 100 or a por-
tion thereof); to identify a motion made by individual 100;
to determine a jump characteristic of individual 100 (e.g.,
maximum jump height, jump force); or to determine re-
action time of individual 100 (e.g., time to perform an
instructed motion after being instructed, or time to reach
a target, for example, to reach maximum speed, to reach
a fully erect position from a crouch, to dive from an upright
position). In some embodiments, monitoring system 30
can be used to define a motion. For example, monitoring
system 30 can be used to define a motion made by indi-
vidual 100 in terms of data sensed by sensor module 102
during performance of the motion. Monitoring system 30
can perform operations as described herein to determine
such activity metrics using any suitable components. For
example, sensing operations, as described, may be car-
ried out by a sensor of sensor module 102 of monitoring
system 30 (e.g., acceleration sensor 116 or magnetic
field sensor 118, as appropriate). Also for example, op-
erations involving processing of data (e.g., identifying,
determining, calculating, storing) may be carried out by
processor 110 of sensor module 102, or by a processor
of any other device of or in communication with monitor-
ing system 30 (e.g., server 202, personal computer 204,
or portable electronic device 206).
[0125] In some embodiments, calibration data is
sensed by sensor module 102 when individual 100 (or
at least sensor module 102) is in a calibration state. In
some embodiments, sensor module 102 is in a calibration
state when sensor module 102 is stationary (e.g., with
respect to an external coordinate system (i.e., a coordi-
nate system independent of sensor module 102), such
as, for example, coordinate system 600 (depicted in FIG.
12), for a period of time (e.g., 10 ms or longer)). In some
embodiments, sensor module 102 can be considered
stationary when sensor module 102 senses resultant ac-
celeration of about 1G (i.e., resultant acceleration within
a threshold tolerance of 1G, for example, within 5% of
1G). In some embodiments sensor module 102 can be
considered stationary at times while individual is perform-
ing a movement. For example, sensor module 102 can
be stationary for a period of time within a period of time
in which a basketball player jumps (e.g., a period of time
connecting spanning the transition from downward mo-
tion of individual 100 while bending to initiation the jump,
to upward motion of individual 100 to begin launch of the
jump, sensor module 102 can be considered stationary,
where resultant acceleration sensed by sensor module
102 is about 1G). Also for example, sensor module 102
can be stationary due to its location on individual 100,
though individual 100 is performing a motion (e.g., a sen-
sor module 102 connected to the foot of individual 100

may be considered stationary each time the foot is plant-
ed during a running movement of individual 100, where
resultant acceleration sensed by sensor module 102 is
about 1G).
[0126] Sensor module 102 is depicted in the calibration
state in FIG. 12. Sensor module 102 may be in the cali-
bration state at any point relative to an athletic activity
(e.g., before, during, or after an athletic activity). In some
embodiments, sensor module 102 is determined to be in
a calibration state, and calibration data can be sensed,
each time sensor module 102 is stationary. In some em-
bodiments, sensor module 102 is determined to be in a
calibration state, and calibration data can be sensed,
each time sensor module 102 is stationary for more than
a threshold duration (e.g., 1 second) where calibration
data has not been sensed for a threshold duration (e.g.,
1 minute, 10 minutes, 30 minutes).
[0127] In some embodiments, in the calibration state
acceleration sensor 116 of sensor module 102 senses
acceleration data. In some embodiments magnetic field
sensor 118 of sensor module 102 senses magnetic field
data (e.g., data relating to the magnetic field of the earth).
In some embodiments, calibration data includes both ac-
celeration data and magnetic field data. In some embod-
iments, calibration data includes one of acceleration data
and magnetic field data.
[0128] In some embodiments, in the calibration state,
the acceleration data sensed by acceleration sensor 116
of sensor module 102 is acceleration due to gravity, which
can be used by monitoring system 30 to determine one
or both of orientation of acceleration due to gravity with
respect to sensor module 102 and magnitude of accel-
eration due to gravity at sensor module 102 (together,
gravity vector 302).
[0129] In some embodiments, in the calibration state,
magnetic field sensor 118 of sensor module 102 senses
one or both of orientation of a magnetic field with respect
to sensor module 102 and magnitude of the magnetic
field at sensor module 102 (together, magnetic field vec-
tor 304).
[0130] In some embodiments sensor module 102
senses calibration data that is to be relied upon for one
or more subsequent calculations. In some embodiments
the calibration data sensed when sensor module 102 is
in the calibration state can be used to establish external
coordinate system 600. In some embodiments external
coordinate system 600 can be established by reference
to the orientation of gravity vector 302 (e.g., to establish
the direction of "down," since gravity is known to cause
downward acceleration). In some embodiments external
coordinate system 600 can be established by reference
to the orientation of magnetic field vector 304 (e.g., to
establish a constant reference direction, since the mag-
netic field will typically be appreciably constant over the
area of a typical play area for an athletic activity). In some
embodiments external coordinate system 600 can be es-
tablished by reference to the orientation of gravity vector
302 and the orientation of magnetic field vector 304.
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[0131] During motion, individual 100 (and sensor mod-
ule 102) may move in any or all of six degrees of freedom-
three linear degrees: (1) up/down (e.g., along the Y axis
in external coordinate system 600), (2) left/right (e.g.,
along the X axis in external coordinate system 600), and
(3) backward/forward (e.g., along the Z axis in external
coordinate system 600); and three rotational degrees:
(1) yaw (e.g., in the angular α direction in external coor-
dinate system 600), (2) roll (e.g., in the angular β direction
in external coordinate system 600), and (3) pitch (e.g.,
in the angular γ direction in external coordinate system
600).
[0132] Individual 100 or other person may desire to
know activity metrics of individual 100, for example, to
learn the effects of actions of individual 100. Monitoring
system 30 may determine such activity metrics (e.g.,
identification of forces acting on or applied by individual
100, identification of a motion made by individual 100,
determination of a jump characteristic of individual 100,
and determination of a reaction time of individual 100).
Sensor module 102 may output data representative of
such activity metrics (e.g., to a display device of personal
computer 204 or portable electronic device 206). Such
data may be outputted from sensor module 102 in raw
form (e.g., unprocessed signals from acceleration sensor
116 and/or magnetic field sensor 118) or in representa-
tive form (e.g., data that results from processing signals
from acceleration sensor 116 and/or magnetic field sen-
sor 118). In some embodiments monitoring system 30
outputs a representation of one or more activity metrics
in a manner perceivable by individual 100 and/or other
person.
[0133] Data representative of such activity metrics can
be processed and/or output in any suitable manner, such
as, for example, those described herein.
[0134] In some embodiments movement data profiles
(i.e., one or more of sensed acceleration data and mag-
netic field data that define a movement) for one or more
movements may be stored within or otherwise accessible
by monitoring system 30 such that monitoring system 30
can compare sensed acceleration data and magnetic
field data with the movement data profiles.
[0135] In some embodiments, monitoring system 30
may compare sensed acceleration data and magnetic
field data of individual 100 with one or more movement
data profiles. In some embodiments, monitoring system
30 may perform such comparison continuously.
[0136] In some embodiments, upon determining a suf-
ficient degree of correspondence between the sensed
acceleration data and magnetic field data and a move-
ment data profile or portion thereof, monitoring system
30 identifies the motion corresponding to that movement
data profile as the movement performed by individual
100. In some embodiments, a sufficient degree of corre-
spondence is determined where the difference between
the sensed acceleration data and magnetic field data and
the movement data profile is less than a predetermined
threshold (the threshold may be different for different

movement data profiles).
[0137] In some embodiments, movement data profiles
can include expressions of acceleration data and mag-
netic field data, and variables derived therefrom (e.g.,
force, acceleration magnitude, acceleration orientation,
magnetic field magnitude, magnetic field orientation),
and can be expressed and/or stored as data structures
within monitoring system 30, for example, as an algo-
rithm, as a graphical curve, or as a lookup table.
[0138] In some embodiments, representations of ac-
tivity metrics can be presented as functions of one an-
other, or of other variables. For example, jump height
can be presented as a function of trunk orientation, or of
launch angle of a ball. Also for example, activity metrics
can be presented as a function of location (e.g., location
on a playing field, proximity to a player, proximity to a
goal), as a function of an event (e.g., scoring of a field
goal, committing a foul), as a function of an environmental
condition (e.g., ambient temperature, precipitation), or
as a function of a physiological condition of an individual
(e.g., heart rate, body temperature). Information relating
to such variables (e.g., location information, event infor-
mation, environmental condition information, and physi-
ological condition information) may be provided to mon-
itoring system 30 from appropriate sensors incorporated
therein, or from elements outside of monitoring system
30 that are in communication with monitoring system 30.
[0139] In some embodiments, for example, as shown
in FIG. 12, an external coordinate system (e.g., external
coordinate system 600) is determined at a first time,
where sensor module 102 is in a calibration state at the
first time. In some embodiments the orientation of an in-
ternal coordinate system fixed with reference to sensor
module 102 (e.g., internal coordinate system 650) is de-
termined relative to external coordinate system. For ease
of description, internal coordinate system 650 is de-
scribed herein to align with external coordinate system
600 at the first time, but it should be understood that
internal coordinate system 650 need not align with ex-
ternal coordinate system 600 (e.g., internal coordinate
system 650 may be established by an angular offset from
external coordinate system 600), and that internal coor-
dinate system 600 need not be characterized by tradi-
tional coordinate components, but may be characterized
simply by some reference establishing the relative orien-
tation of sensor module 102 with respect to the external
coordinate system (e.g., external coordinate system
600). Components of internal coordinate system 650 are
designated in the figures as X’ (e.g., left/right), Y’ (e.g.,
up/down), Z’ (e.g., backward/forward), α’ (e.g., yaw), β’
(e.g., roll), and γ (e.g., pitch), and changes in the coordi-
nate components are designated as ΔX, ΔY, ΔZ, Δα, Δβ,
and Δγ, respectively (see, e.g., FIG. 13).
[0140] For example, as depicted in FIG. 12, in some
embodiments acceleration sensor 116 is used to deter-
mine the orientation of gravity vector 302 with respect to
sensor module 102 (i.e., with respect to internal coordi-
nate system 650) at the first time, and in some embodi-
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ments magnetic field sensor 118 is used to determine
the orientation of magnetic field vector 304 with respect
to sensor module 102 at the first time. In some embodi-
ments, the orientation of internal coordinate system 650
with respect to external coordinate system 600 can be
determined based on one or both of gravity vector 302
and magnetic field vector 304. In this way an initial ori-
entation of individual 100 can be determined based on
the initial orientation of sensor module 102 (including in-
ternal coordinate system 650) within external coordinate
system 600.
[0141] In some embodiments, monitoring device 30
determines and/or outputs one or more sensed motion
characteristics of individual 100, including, for example,
position of individual 100 or a portion thereof, orientation
of individual 100 or a portion thereof, orientation and/or
magnitude of speed of individual 100 or a portion thereof,
orientation and/or magnitude of acceleration of individual
100 or a portion thereof, orientation and/or magnitude of
forces applied to individual 100 or a portion thereof, du-
ration of movement of individual 100 or a portion thereof,
posture of individual 100 or a portion thereof, rotation of
individual 100 or a portion thereof, and/or a degree of
correspondence to a movement data profile, or changes
therein.
[0142] In some embodiments, for example (see FIG.
13), rotation (e.g., three-dimensional rotation) of individ-
ual 100 (including, for example, rotation of individual 100
as a whole or of one or more monitored portions of indi-
vidual 100, recognizing that portions of individual 100
may move relative to each other) can be determined be-
tween the first time and a second time, where individual
is in motion at the second time. In some embodiments,
such rotation can be output by monitoring system 30
and/or used by monitoring system 30 for further opera-
tions.
[0143] For example, in some embodiments the change
in orientation of individual 100 between the first time and
the second time is determined based on magnetic field
data sensed by magnetic field sensor 118 from the first
time to the second time. For example, the change in ori-
entation of individual 100 between the first time and the
second time may be expressed by the angular difference
of axes X’, Y’, and Z’ between the first time and the second
time with respect to external coordinate system 600 (de-
picted as Δα, Δβ, and Δγ).
[0144] In some embodiments, for example (see FIG.
13), the change in position of individual 100 between the
first time and the second time is determined based on
acceleration data sensed by acceleration sensor 116
from the first time to the second time. In some embodi-
ments, such change in position can be output by moni-
toring system 30 and/or used by monitoring system 30
for further operations.
[0145] For example, the change in position of individual
100 between the first time and the second time may be
expressed by the linear difference in position of sensor
module 102 along of axes X, Y, and Z between the first

time and the second time with respect to external coor-
dinate system 600 (depicted as ΔX, ΔY, and ΔZ).
[0146] As described, individual’s 100 motion between
two points in time can be characterized by change in
position and change in orientation of sensor module 102
between the two points in time. In some embodiments,
a more complete representation of individual’s 100 mo-
tion can be characterized by monitoring change in posi-
tion and change in orientation of sensor module 102 be-
tween multiple sequential points in time. In other words,
the technique described above for characterizing individ-
ual’s 100 motion between two points can be repeated
from the second time to a third time. Change in position
and change in orientation can be measured absolutely
(e.g., with continuing reference to the position and orien-
tation of sensor module at the first time (which may be a
calibration state), or relatively (e.g., with reference to the
immediately preceding position and orientation, or any
other sensed position and orientation). As will be appre-
ciated, the greater the rate of sampling of position and
orientation, the more complete the representation of in-
dividual’s 100 motion will be. In some embodiments,
where change in position and change in orientation is
measured relatively, sensor module 102 may not be cal-
ibrated with respect to an external coordinate system.
[0147] In some embodiments, as noted above, sensor
module 102 of monitoring system 10 can be mounted in
an object 104, which can be a piece of athletic equipment
108 such as, for example, ball 500. In some embodi-
ments, multiple sensor modules 102 can be mounted in
ball 500 (e.g., one sensor module having axes at one or
more oblique angles to another sensor module). Ball 500
may be any ball, such as, for example, a ball typically
used in an athletic activity, such as, for example, a soccer
ball, a basketball, a baseball, an American football, a
rugby ball, a tennis ball, a table tennis ball, a bowling ball,
a golf ball, a billiards ball, a croquet ball, a marble, a
tetherball, or a beach ball. Monitoring system 10 including
sensor module 102 mounted to ball 500 is referred to as
monitoring system 20. Sensor module 102 can be mount-
ed to ball 500 using any suitable technique. For example,
sensor module 102 may be affixed to an exterior or inte-
rior surface of ball 500, may be mounted within ball 500
using a harness system (e.g., suspended away from an
inner wall of ball 500, for example at the center of ball
500), or may be embedded in a material of ball 500. Ex-
emplary techniques that can be employed to mount sen-
sor module 102 to ball 500 are disclosed in commonly
owned U.S. Patent No. 7,740,551, filed November 18,
2009, whose disclosure is incorporated herein by refer-
ence thereto in its entirety.
[0148] In some embodiments, sensor module 102 can
be activated (i.e., enter an active state) in response to
sensing an activation motion of ball 500. In some em-
bodiments, the activation motion may be, for example,
motion in response to a kick of ball 500 (e.g., an accel-
eration impulse sensed above a threshold, or a drop in
sensed acceleration to near zero). In some embodi-
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ments, the activation motion may be, for example, a kick
of throw resulting in travel by ball 500 of at least a thresh-
old distance or height (e.g., 2 meters) (e.g., an acceler-
ation sensed to correspond to such motion). In some em-
bodiments, the activation motion may be, for example, a
sequence of motions (e.g., motion in response to a kick
of ball 500 followed by travel by ball 500 of at least a
threshold distance or height). Upon activation, sensor
module 102 begins to store (e.g., in memory 114) and/or
transfer sensed data to a remote device, as described
herein. In some embodiments, in an active state, sensor
module 102 may continuously sense data (e.g., acceler-
ation data (data representative of acceleration) is deter-
mined by acceleration sensor 116 of sensor module 102
and magnetic field data (data representative of a mag-
netic field) is determined by magnetic field sensor 118 of
sensor module 102). In some embodiments, data is
sensed by sensor module 102 periodically (e.g., every
50 milliseconds (ms), every 10 ms, every 1 ms).
[0149] In some embodiments, sensor module 102 can
be deactivated (e.g., enter a low-power standby state,
detecting acceleration at a low frequency relative to the
active state) in response to sensing no motion of sensor
module 102 for a predetermined period of time (e.g., 30
minutes). In some embodiments, sensor module 102 can
be deactivated in response to sensing a deactivation mo-
tion of ball 500. In some embodiments, the deactivation
motion may be, for example, any of the motions described
above as an activation motion. In some embodiments, a
deactivation motion may be the same as an activation
motion. In some embodiments, a deactivation motion
may be different from an activation motion.
[0150] In some embodiments, data sensed by sensor
module 102 may be time-correlated (e.g., stored in as-
sociation with time data representing the time at which
the data was sensed). The time at which data is sensed
can be provided via timer 134. In operation, sensor mod-
ule 102 of monitoring system 20 senses and processes
signals as described herein to output representations of
activity metrics of ball 500. In some embodiments, rep-
resentations of activity metrics can be output to, for ex-
ample, a display device (e.g., a display of personal com-
puter 204, portable electronic device 206, or sensor mod-
ule 102).
[0151] Sensor module 102 can be powered by any suit-
able technique, including those described herein. For ex-
ample, sensor module 102 can be powered by charging
via a charging base 502 (see, e.g., FIG. 14). For example,
power source 112 of sensor module 102 may be powered
by inductive charging, in which case an inductive coil may
be mounted in ball 500 and coupled to power source 112
of sensor module 102. In some embodiments the induc-
tive coil may receive power from an inductive charging
device (e.g., charging base 502) when ball 500 is placed
so that the inductive coil is sufficiently close to an induc-
tive coil charging device. In some embodiments, ball 500
has exterior markings (e.g., marking 504) to indicate the
location of the inductive coil, to facilitate optimum orien-

tation of ball 500 (i.e., the orientation having the inductive
coil closest to the inductive coil charging device). In some
embodiments, sensor module 102 is coupled to a visual
indicator, such as, for example, an externally-visible light
emitting diode (LED) that gives an indication (e.g., LED
emits light, light emitted by LED changes color, speed of
LED blinking changes) of the strength of charge being
received through the inductive coil, to facilitate optimum
orientation of ball 500.
[0152] In some embodiments, monitoring system 20
including sensor module 102 mounted in ball 500 can be
used to determine a variety of activity metrics about ball
500 (and/or an individual 100 interacting with ball 500),
including characteristics relating to motion of ball 500.
For example, monitoring system 20 can be used to de-
termine location of ball 500, trajectory of ball 500, launch
angle of ball 500, rotation rate of ball 500, orientation of
rotation plane of ball 500, orientation of rotation axis of
ball 500, travel speed of ball 500, launch speed of ball
500, force of a kick or other impact on ball 500, distance
of travel of ball 500, and maximum acceleration of ball
500. Monitoring system 20 can perform operations as
described herein to determine such activity metrics using
any suitable components. For example, sensing opera-
tions, as described, may be carried out by a sensor of
sensor module 102 of monitoring system 20 (e.g., accel-
eration sensor 116 or magnetic field sensor 118, as ap-
propriate). Also for example, operations involving
processing of data (e.g., identifying, determining, calcu-
lating, storing) may be carried out by processor 110 of
sensor module 102, or by a processor of any other device
of or in communication with monitoring system 20 (e.g.,
server 202, personal computer 204, or portable electronic
device 206).
[0153] In some embodiments, calibration data is
sensed by sensor module 102 when ball 500 is in a cal-
ibration state. In some embodiments, ball 500 is in a cal-
ibration state when ball 500 is stationary (e.g., with re-
spect to an external coordinate system (i.e., a coordinate
system independent of sensor module 102), such as, for
example, coordinate system 600 (depicted in FIG. 15),
for a period of time (e.g., 10 ms or longer)). In some em-
bodiments, ball 500 can be considered stationary when
sensor module 102 of ball 500 senses resultant acceler-
ation of about 1G (i.e., resultant acceleration within a
threshold tolerance of 1G, for example, within 5% of 1G).
In some embodiments ball 500 can be considered sta-
tionary at times while being handled by an individual. For
example, ball 500 can be stationary for a period of time
within a period of time in which a basketball player takes
a jump shot with ball 500 (e.g., before release of ball 500
from the hands of the individual, ball 500 can be consid-
ered stationary, where resultant acceleration sensed by
sensor module 102 is about 1G). Also for example, ball
500 can be stationary for a period of time within a period
of time in which a baseball player performs a throw of
ball 500 (e.g., a period of time spanning the transition
from rearward motion to forward motion of the individual’s
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throwing motion, where resultant acceleration sensed by
sensor module 102 is about 1G).
[0154] Ball 500 (including sensor module 102) is de-
picted in the calibration state at time too in FIG. 16. Ball
500 may be in the calibration state at any point relative
to an athletic activity (e.g., before, during, or after an ath-
letic activity). In some embodiments, ball 500 is deter-
mined to be in a calibration state, and calibration data
can be sensed, each time ball 500 is stationary for more
than a threshold duration (e.g., 1 second). In some em-
bodiments, ball 500 is determined to be in a calibration
state, and calibration data can be sensed, each time ball
500 is stationary.
[0155] In some embodiments, in the calibration state
acceleration sensor 116 of sensor module 102 senses
acceleration data. In some embodiments magnetic field
sensor 118 of sensor module 102 senses magnetic field
data (e.g., data relating to the magnetic field of the earth).
In some embodiments, calibration data includes both ac-
celeration data and magnetic field data. In some embod-
iments, calibration data includes one of acceleration data
and magnetic field data.
[0156] In some embodiments, in the calibration state,
the acceleration data sensed by acceleration sensor 116
of sensor module 102 is acceleration due to gravity, which
can be used by monitoring system 20 to determine one
or both of orientation of acceleration due to gravity with
respect to sensor module 102 and magnitude of accel-
eration due to gravity at sensor module 102 (together,
gravity vector 302).
[0157] In some embodiments, in the calibration state,
magnetic field sensor 118 of sensor module 102 senses
one or both of orientation of a magnetic field with respect
to sensor module 102 and magnitude of the magnetic
field at sensor module 102 (together, magnetic field vec-
tor 304).
[0158] In some embodiments sensor module 102
senses calibration data that is to be relied upon for one
or more subsequent calculations. In some embodiments
the calibration data sensed when sensor module 102 is
in the calibration state can be used to establish external
coordinate system 600. In some embodiments external
coordinate system 600 can be established by reference
to the orientation of gravity vector 302 (e.g., to establish
the direction of "down," since gravity is known to cause
downward acceleration). In some embodiments external
coordinate system 600 can be established by reference
to the orientation of magnetic field vector 304 (e.g., to
establish a constant reference direction, since the mag-
netic field will typically be appreciably constant over the
area of a typical play area for an athletic activity). In some
embodiments external coordinate system 600 can be es-
tablished by reference to the orientation of gravity vector
302 and the orientation of magnetic field vector 304.
[0159] During motion of ball 500 (e.g., after ball 500 is
kicked or hit) ball 500 may move in any or all of six degrees
of freedom-three linear degrees: (1) up/down (e.g., along
the Y axis in external coordinate system 600), (2) left/right

(e.g., along the X axis in external coordinate system 600),
and (3) backward/forward (e.g., along the Z axis in ex-
ternal coordinate system 600); and three rotational de-
grees: (1) yaw (e.g., in the angular α direction in external
coordinate system 600), (2) roll (e.g., in the angular β
direction in external coordinate system 600), and (3) pitch
(e.g., in the angular γ direction in external coordinate sys-
tem 600).
[0160] Individual 100 or other person may desire to
know activity metrics of ball 500, for example, to learn
the effects that actions of individual 100 have on ball 500
(e.g., a kick or throw of ball 500 by individual 100). Mon-
itoring system 20 may determine such activity metrics
(e.g., location of ball 500, trajectory of ball 500, launch
angle of ball 500, rotation rate of ball 500, orientation of
rotation plane of ball 500, orientation of rotation axis of
ball 500, travel speed of ball 500, launch speed of ball
500, force of a kick or other impact on ball 500, distance
of travel of ball 500, and maximum acceleration of ball
500). Sensor module 102 may output data representative
of such activity metrics (e.g., to a display device of per-
sonal computer 204 or portable electronic device 206).
Such data may be outputted from sensor module 102 in
raw form (e.g., unprocessed signals from acceleration
sensor 116 and/or magnetic field sensor 118) or in rep-
resentative form (e.g., data that results from processing
signals from acceleration sensor 116 and/or magnetic
field sensor 118). In some embodiments monitoring sys-
tem 20 outputs a representation of one or more activity
metrics in a manner perceivable by individual 100 and/or
other person.
[0161] Data representative of such activity metrics can
be processed and/or output in any suitable manner, such
as, for example, those described herein.
[0162] As noted herein, in some embodiments moni-
toring system 20 can determine and/or output a repre-
sentation of instantaneous trajectory 606 of ball 500 over
a period of time or at a particular point in time (the instan-
taneous trajectory being a representation of the direction
of motion of ball 500 in motion). In some embodiments
monitoring system 20 can determine and/or output a rep-
resentation of the location of ball 500. In some embodi-
ments monitoring system 20 can determine and/or output
a representation of launch angle 604 of ball 500. In some
embodiments launch angle 604 can be determined to
correspond to instantaneous trajectory 606 of ball 500 at
a point in time sufficiently close to initiation of motion of
ball 500 (e.g., shortly after ball 500 has been kicked or
hit). In some embodiments initiation of motion of ball 500
is determined based on a sensed impulse acceleration
exceeding a threshold. In some embodiments, launch
angle 604 can be determined to correspond to instanta-
neous trajectory 606 of ball 500 less than 150 ms (e.g.,
100 ms to 150 ms) after initiation of motion of ball 500.
In some embodiments, launch angle 604 can be deter-
mined to correspond to instantaneous trajectory 606 of
ball 500 at the earliest time after initiation of motion of
ball 500 at which acceleration magnitude can be sensed.
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In some embodiments, this time may immediately follow
a period of less reliable data output by acceleration sen-
sor 116 (where such data output is less reliable than data
output by acceleration sensor 116 at other times). Such
less reliable data output may be the result of, for example,
a disturbance (e.g., railing) in sensed acceleration data
(e.g., due to sudden change in acceleration, for example,
upon an impact) or gain saturation of the acceleration
sensor signal (e.g., a period during which the accelera-
tion sensor outputs its maximum acceleration signal, be-
cause acceleration is higher than the maximum acceler-
ation it can sense), which may result from, for example,
the high initial acceleration of ball 500 in reaction to an
impact (e.g., a kick, a throw, a shot). In some embodi-
ments, such less reliable acceleration data output may
be experienced for a time (e.g., 100-150 ms) after impact
of a kick (e.g., about 10 ms for the duration of kick impact,
and about 90 ms to 140 ms after impact).
[0163] Launch angle 604 can correspond to instanta-
neous trajectory 606 as the angle of the vertical compo-
nent of the direction of travel of ball 500 in free flight
sufficiently close to initiation of motion of ball 500. In some
embodiments, free flight is determined based on accel-
eration data. Immediately upon entering free flight (e.g.,
upon ball 500 being thrown or kicked), acceleration data
sensed by acceleration sensor 116 shows resultant ac-
celeration of less than iG (i.e., less than the acceleration
due to gravity). For example, resultant acceleration may
drop from 1G (e.g., in a stationary or non-free flight state)
to 0.5G (e.g., in free flight). The time at which this drop
takes place can be determined as the initiation of free
flight. Continued free flight can be determined while re-
sultant acceleration remains below 1G. In some embod-
iments, the magnitude of acceleration due to gravity can
be predefined, or can be determined based on acceler-
ation data sensed while ball 500 is stationary (e.g., in a
calibration state).
[0164] The closer to initiation of motion that the angle
of the vertical component of the direction of travel of ball
500 in free flight is determined, the more representative
of launch angle it may be. Beyond initiation of motion,
the angle of the vertical component of the direction of
travel of ball 500 in free flight may change (e.g., de-
crease). In some embodiments, this change can be com-
pensated for using a formula based on the instantaneous
trajectory, speed (see below), and time (after initiation of
motion), to increase the accuracy of the launch angle
determination. In some embodiments, the path of ball
500 during a period of gain saturation (i.e., while the ac-
celeration sensor is railed) can be determined based on
magnetic field data sensed during that time. In some em-
bodiments the launch angle at the moment of impact can
be determined based on this path.
[0165] In some embodiments, instantaneous trajecto-
ry 606 (and/or launch angle 604) of ball 500 can be de-
termined based on one or more of acceleration data and
magnetic field data (e.g., sensed by acceleration sensor
116 and/or magnetic field sensor 118) at a first, earlier

time, and one or more of acceleration data and magnetic
field data (e.g., sensed by acceleration sensor 116 and
magnetic field sensor 118) at a second, later time. In
some embodiments, at the first time ball 500 is stationary
(e.g., in a calibration state), and at the second time ball
500 is in motion (e.g., motion of ball 500 is initiated be-
tween the first time and the second time).
[0166] In some embodiments, for example, as shown
in FIG. 15, an external coordinate system (e.g., external
coordinate system 600) is determined at a first time,
where ball 500 is in a calibration state at the first time. In
some embodiments the orientation of an internal coordi-
nate system fixed with reference to sensor module 102
(e.g., internal coordinate system 650) is determined rel-
ative to external coordinate system 600. For ease of de-
scription, internal coordinate system 650 is described
herein to align with external coordinate system 600 at
the first time, but it should be understood that internal
coordinate system 650 need not align with external co-
ordinate system 600 (e.g., internal coordinate system
650 may be established by an angular offset from exter-
nal coordinate system 600), and that internal coordinate
system 600 need not be characterized by traditional co-
ordinate components, but may be characterized simply
by some reference establishing the relative orientation
of sensor module 102 with respect to the external coor-
dinate system (e.g., external coordinate system 600).
Components of internal coordinate system 650 are des-
ignated in the figures as X’ (e.g., left/right), Y’ (e.g.,
up/down), Z’ (e.g., backward/forward), α’ (e.g., yaw), β’
(e.g., roll), and γ (e.g., pitch), and changes in the coordi-
nate components are designated as ΔX, ΔY, ΔZ, Δα, Δβ,
and Δγ, respectively (see, e.g., FIG. 16).
[0167] For example, as depicted in, FIG. 15, in some
embodiments acceleration sensor 116 is used to deter-
mine the orientation of gravity vector 302 with respect to
sensor module 102 (i.e., with respect to internal coordi-
nate system 650) at the first time, and in some embodi-
ments magnetic field sensor 118 is used to determine
the orientation of magnetic field vector 304 with respect
to sensor module 102 at the first time. In some embodi-
ments, the orientation of internal coordinate system 650
with respect to external coordinate system 600 can be
determined based on one or both of gravity vector 302
and magnetic field vector 304. In this way an initial ori-
entation of ball 500 can be determined based on the initial
orientation of sensor module 102 (including internal co-
ordinate system 650) within external coordinate system
600.
[0168] In some embodiments, for example, see FIG.
16, rotation (e.g., three-dimensional rotation) of ball 500
is sensed and measured between the first time and a
second time, where ball 500 is in motion at the second
time (e.g., shortly after motion is initiated, such as, for
example, 100 ms after motion is detected). In some em-
bodiments, such rotation can be output by monitoring
system 20 and/or used by monitoring system 20 for fur-
ther operations.
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[0169] For example, in some embodiments the change
in orientation of ball 500 between the first time and the
second time is determined based on magnetic field data
sensed by magnetic field sensor 118 from the first time
to the second time. For example, the change in orienta-
tion of ball 500 between the first time and the second
time may be expressed by the angular difference of axes
X’, Y’, and Z’ between the first time and the second time
with respect to external coordinate system 600 (depicted
as Δα, Δβ, and Δγ).
[0170] Also for example, in some embodiments the
change in position of ball 500 between the first time and
the second time can be determined based on accelera-
tion data sensed by acceleration sensor 116 and/or mag-
netic field data sensed by magnetic field sensor 118 from
the first time to the second time. In some embodiments,
such change in position can be output by monitoring sys-
tem 20 and/or used by monitoring system 20 for further
operations.
[0171] For example, the change in position of ball 500
between the first time and the second time may be ex-
pressed by the linear difference in position of sensor mod-
ule 102 along of axes X, Y, and Z between the first time
and the second time with respect to external coordinate
system 600 (depicted as ΔX, ΔY, and ΔZ).
[0172] In some embodiments, at the second time ac-
celeration sensor 116 of sensor module 102 senses one
or both of orientation of acceleration (i.e., the acceleration
direction) of sensor module 102 (and thus ball 500) with
respect to sensor 102 and magnitude of acceleration of
sensor module 102 (together, a resultant acceleration
vector 602). In some embodiments, the acceleration
sensed by sensor module 102 is substantially entirely
due to the effects of drag (i.e., deceleration due to a drag
force) on ball 500. (In some embodiments acceleration
sensor 116 is an inertial system, and thus does not sense
acceleration due to gravity when in free flight.)
[0173] In some embodiments, a plurality of individuals
100 may be monitored. For example, a plurality of indi-
viduals 100 may be monitored via a plurality of sensor
modules 102 by a plurality of monitoring systems 30, or
a plurality of individuals 100 may be monitored via a plu-
rality of sensor modules 102 by the same monitoring sys-
tem 30. Such individuals 100 may be monitored in any
manner desired, for example, simultaneously, at different
times, while participating in different athletic activities,
while participating in the same athletic activity. Activity
metrics derived from each of the plurality of individuals
and activity metrics can be similarly compared, com-
bined, and/or represented as described above. Such
comparison, combination, and/or representations can be
made based on each individual considered separately,
on a subset of individuals grouped together (e.g., a team,
midfielders of a team), or on all monitored individuals. In
a game setting, such comparison, combination, and/or
representations can be correlated to game events, such
as a goal, a ball traveling out-of-bounds, a penalty kick,
or a jump ball, which can be output in relation to contem-

poraneous activity metrics of individual(s) 100 as de-
scribed.
[0174] Such comparing, combining, and/or represent-
ing data derived from monitoring individual(s) 100 and/or
monitored objects can provide benefits to, for example,
the individuals participating in an athletic activity, coach-
es, spectators, physicians, and game officials. Such per-
sons may interact or work together during a session of
athletic activity for a variety of reasons.
[0175] For example, it may be desired that a coach
monitors the performance of the monitored individual(s)
100 and makes recommendations or otherwise influenc-
es their performance in order to maximize fitness level
of individual(s) 100. Alternatively or additionally, it may
be desired that the coach monitors and influences indi-
vidual(s) 100 to help maximize the effectiveness of indi-
vidual(s) 100 in the athletic activity. Further, it may be
desired that the coach monitors and influences individu-
al(s) 100 to help maximize the probability of success in
the athletic activity (where success may be, for example,
defeating an opposing team in a game, such as, for ex-
ample, soccer, or achieving/maintaining a desired level
of fitness for one or more individual(s) 100 participating
in the athletic activity). A session of athletic activity may
include, for example, a training session (e.g., a field ses-
sion, a gym session, a track session) or a competitive
session (e.g., a soccer match or a basketball game).
[0176] In some exemplary embodiments, the coach
may monitor one or more individual(s) 100 and/or mon-
itored objects and may provide feedback to individual(s)
100 in order to track and maintain or improve the health,
safety, and/or performance of individual(s) 100.
[0177] The coach must consider these and other goals,
monitor the activity of individual(s) 100 and/or monitored
objects, and make decisions to influence the perform-
ance of individual(s) 100 both individually and as a group.
In doing so, the coach depends on information about in-
dividual(s) 100 and their performance while participating
in a session of athletic activity. A monitoring system (e.g.,
monitoring system 30) that provides data about individ-
ual(s) 100
[0178] (and/or monitored objects interacted with by the
individuals) can provide the coach with easy-to-under-
stand information about individuals participating in the
athletic activity, beyond that which can be directly ob-
served, thereby facilitating quick and effective decision-
making by the coach to maximize the probability of
achieving success in the athletic activity.
[0179] As noted above, a variety of information may
be communicated between any of the elements of mon-
itoring system 30, including, for example, sensor module
102, personal computer 204, portable electronic device
206, network 200, and server 202. Such information may
include, for example, activity metrics, device settings (in-
cluding sensor module 102 settings), software, and
firmware.
[0180] Communication among the various elements of
the present invention may occur after the athletic activity
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has been completed or in real-time during the athletic
activity. In addition, the interaction between, for example,
sensor module 102 and personal computer 204 and the
interaction between, for example, the personal computer
204 and the server 202 may occur at different times.
[0181] In the case of a plurality of monitored individuals
100 and/or monitored objects, in some embodiments
sensor devices (e.g., sensor module(s) 102) associated
with each monitored individual 100 and/or object may
each transmit data to a different associated remote de-
vice (e.g., personal computer 204 and/or portable elec-
tronic device 206). In some embodiments, multiple sen-
sor devices (e.g., sensor module(s) 102) associated with
monitored individual(s) 100 and/or objects may transmit
data to the same associated remote device. In some em-
bodiments, multiple sensor devices (e.g., sensor mod-
ule(s) 102) associated with monitored individual(s) 100
and/or objects may transmit data to an intermediate de-
vice (e.g., a computer acting as a "base station" to receive
data locally and transmit such data to one or more exter-
nal devices, with or without processing such data, for
example, as described herein) for re-transmission to re-
mote devices (e.g., via network 200 and/or server 202).
Such data transmission as described can occur in sub-
stantially real time (e.g., during an athletic activity, for
real-time analysis), or can occur after completion of the
athletic activity (e.g., for post-game analysis). Data trans-
mitted can be in any form ranging from raw data sensed
by sensors (e.g., acceleration sensor 116 and magnetic
field sensor 118 of sensor module 102) or data resulting
from any processing operation (e.g., such identifying, de-
termining, calculating, or storing as described herein).
Any processing of the data as described herein can take
place at any device that receives data transmission as
described.
[0182] Individuals participating in an athletic activity
and trainers (e.g., a coach, physician, or other authorized
individual) may work together during a session of athletic
activity for a variety of reasons. For example, it may be
desired that the trainer monitors the performance of the
individuals and makes recommendations or otherwise
influences their performance in order to maximize the
individuals’ fitness level. Alternatively or additionally, it
may be desired that the trainer monitors and influences
the individuals to help maximize the effectiveness of the
individuals in the athletic activity. Further, it may be de-
sired that the trainer monitors and influences the individ-
uals to help maximize the probability of success in the
athletic activity (where success may be, for example, de-
feating an opposing team in a game, such as, for exam-
ple, soccer, or achieving/maintaining a desired level of
fitness for one or more individuals participating in the
athletic activity). A session of athletic activity may include,
for example, a training session (e.g., a field session, a
gym session, a track session) or a competitive session
(e.g., a soccer match or a basketball game)
[0183] In some exemplary embodiments, the trainer
may monitor and influence the individuals in order to track

and maintain the individuals’ health and safety. In such
an embodiment, it may be beneficial for the trainer to be
provided with information relating to health and safety,
for example, injuries, illnesses, and dangerous condi-
tions.
[0184] The trainer must consider these and other
goals, monitor the individuals, and make decisions to in-
fluence the performance of the individuals both individ-
ually and as a group. In doing so, the trainer depends on
information about the individuals and their performance
while participating in a session of athletic activity. The
trainer may benefit from receipt of information in addition
to that which is directly observable by the trainer. A group
monitoring system according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention can provide the trainer with
easy-to-understand information about individuals partic-
ipating in the athletic activity, beyond that which can be
directly observed, thereby facilitating quick and effective
decision-making by the trainer to maximize the probabil-
ity of achieving success in the athletic activity. Detailed
player profiles with performance metrics over time can
be generated and maintained. By using information pro-
vided by the group monitoring system, trainers can view
trends over time, which can help identify, for example,
unfit athletes, athletes who are over-training, and athletes
having relatively high risk for injury. Special training pro-
grams can be planned to address these conditions ena-
bling peak performance (e.g., at game time).
[0185] Conventionally, a trainer would plan a session
of athletic activity hoping to deliver a certain workload
(e.g., represented by target values for one or more met-
rics) to a team or to particular individuals or subsets there-
of, but would not have a reliable way to measure if the
intended workload was actually delivered. With a group
monitoring system according to embodiments of the
present invention, a trainer now can determine whether
the intended workload was actually delivered (e.g., by
direct measurement of one or more metrics indicating or
providing the basis for a determination of total workload).
This enables the trainer to more precisely plan and adapt
sessions of athletic activity by basing such planning and
adapting on measured values representing individual or
team performance. Such a group monitoring system may
provide feedback that the trainer can act on to revise
training as needed. In an exemplary embodiment, the
group monitoring system can provide alerts to the trainer
to flag critical or important conditions that the trainer
would not otherwise be able to observe directly, such as,
for example, fatigue of an individual or heart rate of an
individual being above a threshold value.
[0186] In an exemplary embodiment, group monitoring
system 700, depicted in, for example, FIG. 17, includes
individual monitors 712 (see FIG. 18A), an object monitor
750, a base station 705, and at least one group monitor-
ing device 760 (see FIG. 19). Individual monitor 712 may
be coupled to an individual 710, as shown in FIG. 18A.
Object monitor 750 may be coupled to a sports object
740, as shown in FIG. 18B. Individual 710 may be, for
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example, a participant in an athletic activity (e.g., a player;
a referee; or a support person such as a ball boy, golf
caddy, or line man). Sports object 740 may be, for ex-
ample a sports object, for example, any type of sport ball,
any type of sport "stick" (e.g., a baseball bat, hockey stick,
golf club, table tennis paddle, or tennis racquet), a sport
glove (e.g., a boxing glove), a bicycle, an oar, a shoe, a
boot, a ski, a hat, a helmet, a band, a skateboard, a surf-
board, or a pair of glasses or goggles) used by an indi-
vidual (e.g., individual 710) during an athletic activity. In
certain embodiments, one or more individuals 710 and/or
one or more sports objects 740 can be monitored. Indi-
vidual monitor 712 and/or object monitor 750 may include
or be in communication with a variety of sensors 702,
including, but not limited to, an accelerometer, a pedom-
eter, a heart rate monitor, a position sensor, an impact
sensor, a camera, a magnetometer, a gyroscope, a mi-
crophone, a temperature sensor, a pressure sensor, a
respiration sensor, a posture sensor, a lactate sensor,
and a wind sensor. Group monitoring system 700 can
include any or all of these or other sensors, eliminating
the need for separate systems to monitor different char-
acteristics. Further, by integrating and processing data
streams from multiple different sensors, group monitor-
ing system 700 can determine and provide metrics based
on data representing different monitored characteristics.
This eliminates the need to manually combine data
streams to determine metrics based on multiple data
streams (e.g., to determine high level training insights).
[0187] In an exemplary embodiment, individual moni-
tor 712 may include a sensor garment 704, a heart rate
monitor 706, a position sensor 708, an acceleration sen-
sor 710 or any other sensor (e.g., a magnetometer). In
an exemplary embodiment, object monitor 750 may in-
clude a position sensor 708, an acceleration sensor 710
and a magnetometer. Position sensor 708 may include,
for example, a position sensor for use with a satellite-
based positioning system (e.g., GPS (global positioning
system)), a position sensor for use with a beacon system
(e.g., position determination using triangulation and/or
time differences of signals received by antennas at
known positions about a field or activity area), or a posi-
tion sensor for use with any other suitable position-de-
termining system. In certain embodiments, position sen-
sor 708 can be the same device as the magnetometer.
[0188] In some exemplary embodiments, group mon-
itoring device 760 may be used by a trainer 720, as shown
in FIG. 19. In an exemplary embodiment, group monitor-
ing system 700 and/or components thereof (e.g., individ-
ual monitor 712, object monitor 750) may include or be
used with elements of another monitoring system, such
as, for example, those disclosed in U.S. Patent Applica-
tion No. 12/467,944, filed May 18, 2009; U.S. Patent Ap-
plication No. 12/467,948, filed May 18, 2009; U.S. Patent
Application No. 13/077,494, filed March 31, 2011; U.S.
Patent Application No. 13/077,520, filed March 31, 2011;
U.S Patent Application No. 13/077,510, filed March 31,
2011; U.S. Patent Application No. 13/446,937, filed April

13, 2012; U.S. Patent Application No. 13/446,982, filed
April 13, 2012; and U.S. Patent Application No.
13/446,986, filed April 13, 2012, whose disclosures are
incorporated herein by reference in their entireties.
[0189] Generally, sensors 702 are mounted to individ-
uals 710 in preparation for participation by individuals
710 in a session of athletic activity. Sensors 702 mounted
to a particular individual 710 are coupled, either via wires
or wirelessly, to individual monitor 712, also mounted on
the particular individual 710. Sensors 702 in communi-
cation with an individual 710’s individual monitor 712 may
sense characteristics about individual 710 during partic-
ipation by individual 710 in the session of athletic activity,
and may transmit data indicative of the characteristics to
individual monitor 712. Individual monitor 712 in turn may
transmit the data to base station 705 during or after the
session of athletic activity.
[0190] Sensors 702 in communication with an object
740’s object monitor 750 may sense characteristics
about object 740, for example while object 740 is used
(e.g., by individual 710) during the session of athletic ac-
tivity, and may transmit data indicative of the character-
istics to object monitor 750. Object monitor 750 in turn
may transmit the data to base station 705 during or after
the session of athletic activity.
[0191] In some embodiments, a first individual monitor
712 may transmit data indicative of characteristics about
its monitored individual 710 to a second monitor (e.g., an
individual monitor 712 monitoring a different individual
710, or an object monitor 750 monitoring a sports object
740). In some embodiments, a first object monitor 750
may transmit data indicative of characteristics about its
monitored object 740 to a second monitor (e.g., an indi-
vidual monitor 712 monitoring an individual 710, or a sec-
ond object monitor 750 monitoring a different sports ob-
ject 740). Such communication among monitors 712, 750
may be wireless according to any suitable protocol. For
example, such communication may be based on RFID
(radio frequency identification) signals, magnetic signals,
WLAN (wireless local area network) signals, ISM (indus-
trial, scientific, and medical) band signals, Bluetooth ®
(or Bluetooth ® Low Energy (BTLE)) signals, or cellular
signals.
[0192] Such communication among monitors 712, 750
may facilitate determinations and calculations based on
data from more than one source. For example, if two
monitored individuals 710 kick a sports object 740 (e.g.,
a ball), object monitor 750 of sports object 740 can re-
ceive data from each of the individual monitors 712 of
the individuals 710. Such data can be compared with
data from the object monitor 750 of sports object 740 and
can be used to determine (e.g., at sports object 740, base
station 705, or an accessing device) which of the two
individuals kicked sports object 740 first. Also for exam-
ple, if a monitored individual 710 kicks a sports object
740 (e.g., a ball), individual monitor 712 of individual 710
can receive data from object monitor 750 of sports object
740 indicating the force with or speed at which the sports
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object 740 was kicked, or the resulting speed, direction
of motion, or predicted landing location of the sports ob-
ject 740 due to the kick. Such data may be sensed by a
pressure sensor of the sports object 740, and transmitted
wirelessly to the individual monitor 712 of the monitored
individual 710. Such data can be compared with data
from the individual monitor 712 and can be used to de-
termine characteristics of the kick of individual 710. In
some embodiments, based on such data, group moni-
toring system 700 may provide a recommendation as to
how individual 710 may improve his or her kick (e.g., to
achieve greater distance, speed, height).
[0193] In some exemplary embodiments, some or all
of transmissions of data among system components of
group monitoring system 700 may occur in real time. "Re-
al time" as used herein may include delays inherent to
transmission technology, delays designed to optimize re-
sources, and other inherent or desirable delays that
would be apparent to one of skill in the art. In some ex-
emplary embodiments, some or all of these transmis-
sions may be delayed from real time, or may occur after
completion of the activity. Base station 705 receives the
data and determines metrics from the data, where the
metrics may be representations of the characteristics
measured by sensors 702, or may be representations of
further characteristics derived from the data through the
use of algorithms and other data manipulation tech-
niques. Metrics may be based on data from individual
monitors 712 only, from object monitors 750 only, or from
both individual monitors 712 and object monitors 750.
Base station 705 in turn transmits the metrics during the
session of athletic activity to group monitoring device
760, which receives the metrics and displays a represen-
tation of the metrics.
[0194] Group monitoring device 760 may receive met-
rics associated with a plurality of individuals 710 and/or
one or more objects 740, and may display the received
metrics in association with the individual 710 and/or ob-
ject 740 with which they are associated. In this way, train-
er 720 viewing group monitoring device 760 during the
session of athletic activity receives detailed information
about multiple individuals 710 and/or object(s) 740, and
can act on that information as it is determined necessary
or expedient, thereby efficiently monitoring and manag-
ing individuals 710 during the session of athletic activity.
[0195] Display of the metrics can represent real-time
summaries of individuals 710 or groups thereof, and can
facilitate comparison of one or more individuals 710 or
groups thereof with one or more other individuals 710 or
groups thereof, or comparison of one or more individuals
710 or groups thereof from a first time with one or more
individuals 710 or groups thereof from a second time.
[0196] In some exemplary embodiments, individual
monitors 712 and/or object monitors 750 calculate met-
rics based on the data (e.g., data generated by sensors
702), and transfer these metrics to base station 705 along
with or instead of the data. In some exemplary embodi-
ments, base station 705 transmits the data to group mon-

itoring device 760, along with or instead of the metrics.
In some exemplary embodiments, group monitoring de-
vice 760 calculates metrics based on the data.
[0197] Elements of individual monitor 712 (or object
monitor 750) may interconnect with one another using a
variety of techniques, such as, for example, wires, printed
circuit boards, conductive yarn, conductive fabric, printed
conductive layers on fabric, a printed (wire) harness,
wireless communications technology, serial ports, serial
peripheral interfaces, other connection techniques, or a
combination thereof. Each monitor 712, 750 is portable
with respect to base station 705. In some embodiments,
each individual monitor 712 can be carried by an individ-
ual 710 participating in an athletic activity. Each monitor
712, 750 may itself include sensors 702, and/or may be
in communication with sensors 702 carried by individual
710 and/or sports object 740 and located remotely from
monitor 712, 750. Each monitor 712, 750 can be paired
with base station 705 and associated with an individual
710 and/or sports object 740. Each monitor 712, 750 may
include a unique identifier. The unique identifier may be
represented by, for example, a number imprinted on a
viewable surface of individual monitor 712 and/or object
monitor 750 (or an article associated therewith, such as,
for example, a garment or sports object), or data com-
municated or displayed when a button associated with
individual monitor 712 and/or object monitor 750 is
pressed or when a request signal is received from base
station 705.
[0198] In an exemplary embodiment, individual moni-
tor 712 is a pod-like device and includes a position mod-
ule for determining data indicative of the location of indi-
vidual monitor 712 (and thus the location of individual
710 carrying individual monitor 712), a heart rate monitor
module for determining data indicative of the heart rate
of individual 710, a three-axis acceleration sensor mod-
ule for determining data indicative of the acceleration of
individual 710, a gyroscope module for determining data
indicative of the orientation of individual 710 with respect
to, for example, a playing field and/or base station 305,
and a magnetometer module for measuring local mag-
netic field data and calibrating body motion data deter-
mined by the gyroscope module and acceleration sensor
module. Such a pod-like device can be carried by indi-
vidual 710, for example, in a shirt, shoe, or other apparel
or equipment worn by individual 710. In some embodi-
ments, individual monitor 712 may be a near-field com-
munication (NFC) device (e.g., a radio-frequency identi-
fication (RFID) tag) or any active or passive communica-
tion device.
[0199] Similarly, in an exemplary embodiment object
monitor 750 is a device that includes a position module
for determining data indicative of the location of object
monitor 750 (and thus the location of sports object 740
carrying object monitor 750), a heart rate monitor module
for determining data indicative of the heart rate of an in-
dividual (e.g., individual 710) interacting with sports ob-
ject 740 (e.g., gripping or otherwise holding sports object
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740 such that a heart rate sensor of object monitor 750
can sense a pulse of the individual), a three-axis accel-
eration sensor module for determining data indicative of
the acceleration of sports object 740, a gyroscope mod-
ule for determining data indicative of the orientation of
sports object 740 with respect to, for example, a playing
field and/or base station 705, and a magnetometer mod-
ule for measuring local magnetic field data and calibrating
motion data determined by the gyroscope module and
acceleration sensor module. In some embodiments, ob-
ject monitor 750 is a pod-like device, which may be con-
figured for attachment to a sports object 740 (e.g., cou-
pled to a racquet or bat upon an external surface thereof).
In some embodiments, object monitor 750 is a chip inte-
grated within a sports object 740 (e.g., coupled to a ball
beneath the exterior surface thereof). In some embodi-
ments, object monitor 750 may be a near-field commu-
nication (NFC) device (e.g., a radio-frequency identifica-
tion (RFID) tag) or any active or passive communication
device.
[0200] Additionally, the acceleration sensor module
can be used in conjunction with the magnetometer mod-
ule and gyroscope module in order to calibrate motion
and position determinations. For example, information
indicative of impact, change in motion, gravity, and
change in direction can be obtained using the accelera-
tion sensor module. Angular movement can be obtained
using the gyroscope module, and the absolute "North"
orientation or local magnetic field data, such as magnetic
field intensity and/or direction, can be obtained using the
magnetometer module. These sensor readings can be
used to determine, for example, the posture of an indi-
vidual 710, gravity, position and orientation of individual
710 and/or object 740 in space, and heading of individual
710 and/or object 740.
[0201] Base station 705 may be a self-contained port-
able system, containing all hardware required or desired
to perform the functions of base station 705 described
herein. In some exemplary embodiments, base station
705 weighs no more than 25 kilograms. In some exem-
plary embodiments, base station 705 is sized so as to fit
easily into the trunk of a car or the overhead storage area
of a passenger aircraft. In some exemplary embodi-
ments, base station 705 includes a pair of wheels at one
end, and a handle at the other end, to facilitate mobility
of base station 705. In some exemplary embodiments,
base station 705 is waterproof, and can withstand im-
pacts associated with regular use and transport. In some
exemplary embodiments, base station 705 is contained
within a hard shell-style case. In some exemplary em-
bodiments, base station 705 is contained within a soft
duffel bag-style case.
[0202] In some exemplary embodiments base station
705 is configured to be portable. In some exemplary em-
bodiments, base station 705 is configured to be posi-
tioned at an activity site. In some exemplary embodi-
ments base station 705 is configured to be movable be-
tween activity sites such that it can be positioned at var-

ious activity sites. In some exemplary embodiments base
station 705 is configured to be portable with respect to
at least one of individual monitors 712, object monitors
750, and group monitoring device 760. In some exem-
plary embodiments base station 705 is configured to be
portable with respect to each of individual monitors 712,
object monitors 750, and group monitoring device 760.
[0203] In some exemplary embodiments, base station
705 itself includes sensors, such as, for example, a GPS
sensor (or other position sensor), a gyroscope, a mag-
netometer, a temperature sensor, a humidity sensor,
and/or a wind sensor. Such sensors can provide valuable
data that can be used in algorithms to determine metrics
associated with individuals 710 and/or sports objects
740, as will be described below.
[0204] In some exemplary embodiments, base station
705 includes a reference sensor (e.g., a GPS reference
sensor), which may be physically included within base
station 705 or independent of and located remote from
base station 705 at a known position with respect thereto.
The reference sensor can be connected to base station
705 via wires or wirelessly. The reference sensor can be
used to detect a deviation signal and use it to calculate
a correction signal for received position signals (e.g.,
GPS data). This correction signal can be sent to monitors
712, 750 (e.g., via base station 705). This correction sig-
nal can be used to correct position determinations of
monitors 712, 750, thereby increasing their accuracy. De-
termining such a correction signal and then sending it to
monitors 712, 750 achieves efficient use of processing
capacity, because monitors 712, 750 are not burdened
with determining a correction signal themselves, but sim-
ply receive and use a correction signal determined at
base station 705 or the reference sensor.
[0205] Base station 705 may transmit and receive data
from monitors 712, 750 via an antenna configured for
one or more of RF communication, WLAN communica-
tion, ISM communication, cellular (e.g., GSM broad band
2.5G or 3G) communication, other suitable communica-
tion, or a combination thereof. Communication between
base station 705 and monitors 712, 750 may be bi-direc-
tional or unidirectional. The antenna may be a high-gain
antenna, and in some exemplary embodiments base sta-
tion 705 includes multiple (e.g., 2) such antennas. In
some exemplary embodiments, base station 705 in-
cludes an antenna configured to send and/or receive a
positioning signal such as that of a satellite-based posi-
tioning system (e.g., GPS). Base station 705 can then
determine metrics from the received data. Base station
705 can include a data reception module, a data process-
ing module, a central synchronization (sync) module, a
logic module, a web server module, and a base station
database.
[0206] As described above, base station 705 receives
data from monitors 712, 750. The data reception module
of base station 705 may be in communication with each
active monitor 712, 750. In some exemplary embodi-
ments the data reception module receives data from

51 52 



EP 2 778 612 A2

28

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

monitors 712, 750 via the antenna in communication with
monitors 712, 750 through the RF link described above.
The data reception module writes the received data to a
data file, which may be, for example, a comma-separated
values file or a tab delimited file. The file may be, for
example, a single file used to write the data to, or a rolling
file (file roll) based on, for example, time, number of en-
tries, or size. The data file may be updated using any
suitable interval and parameters. For example, 30 mon-
itors 712, 750 may be active and updating 5 data points
at 2 Hz, in order to update the data file in near real time.
[0207] The data reception module may perform a data
integrity check on the received data. In some exemplary
embodiments the data reception module decrypts the re-
ceived data. In some exemplary embodiments the data
reception module is agnostic to the received data, and
does not decrypt the received data. In some exemplary
embodiments the data reception module buffers content
as needed.
[0208] The data reception module may include a data
read module that reads the data from the data file and
transmits it to data processing module. The data read
module may run at any suitable interval, such as, for ex-
ample, 500 ms (milliseconds), to read the change in the
data written to the data file.
[0209] Prior to monitors 712, 750 being used during a
session of athletic activity, each monitor 712, 750 may
be connected to base station 705 (e.g., by docking in
docking port, or wirelessly) and may be assigned an en-
cryption key by the data processing module. Monitors
712, 750 can use this encryption key to securely transmit
data to the data reception module. The data processing
module receives data from the data reception module,
as described above, and de-crypts the data, if encrypted,
by using the unique encryption key assigned to a partic-
ular monitor 712, 750. The data processing module trans-
mits the decrypted data to the base station database, for
storage.
[0210] The base station database is preferably config-
ured for short term storage of data generated during ses-
sions of athletic activity, while long term storage is ac-
complished by a web server system. The base station
database may include sufficient storage space for at least
all data expected to be generated in 1 session of the
athletic activity. In some exemplary embodiments, the
base station database includes sufficient storage space
for at least all data expected to be generated in 3 sessions
of the athletic activity (e.g., greater than approximately 2
gigabytes). In some exemplary embodiments, the base
station database is configured for long term storage, and
includes sufficient storage space, for example, for at least
all data expected to be generated in 10 years of use mon-
itoring athletic activities (e.g., greater than approximately
600 gigabytes).
[0211] In some exemplary embodiments, group mon-
itoring device 760 includes a display 762 and an input
764, as shown, for example, in FIG. 20. In a preferred
embodiment, group monitoring device 760 is a tablet

computing-style device (such as a tablet personal com-
puter or an iPad®, marketed by Apple Inc.®). Group mon-
itoring device 760 may be, however, any other suitable
device, such as, for example, a laptop computer, a smart-
phone, a personal computer, a mobile phone, an e-read-
er, a PDA (personal digital assistant), a smartphone, a
wristwatch device, a display integrated into a garment
(e.g., into a sleeve or arm band), or other similar device
capable of receiving and displaying information and re-
ceiving input. In some embodiments, group monitoring
system 700 includes a plurality of group monitoring de-
vices 760, which may be carried by individuals 710 (e.g.,
during participation in a monitored athletic activity). For
simplicity and clarity of explanation, group monitoring de-
vice 760 is herein described primarily as used by trainer
720. Group monitoring device may be used similarly,
however, by any person, including individuals 710.
[0212] In some exemplary embodiments, during a ses-
sion of athletic activity, trainer 720 may use group mon-
itoring device 760 to receive real time information about
individuals 710 and/or sports objects 740. This informa-
tion may enable trainer 720 to more easily accomplish a
variety of goals. In the case that the athletic activity is a
fitness exercise, trainer 720 can leverage real time data
received about the fatigue of particular individuals 710
or groups of individuals 710 in order to, for example, in-
form data-driven real time decisions that optimize the per-
formance of individuals 710 and reduce the potential for
injury. For example, trainer 720 may modify a current
session of athletic activity (e.g., shorten, extend, pause,
end, or change the schedule of activity for the session)
based on the information received from group monitoring
device 760. Trainer 720 may modify the session for par-
ticular individuals 710, or for groups of individuals 710.
In the case that a present session of athletic activity has
been scheduled using a plan module of monitoring device
760 (as described further herein), the planned schedule
can be changed in real time to correspond to decisions
of trainer 720. Similarly, in the case that the athletic ac-
tivity is a competition (e.g., a soccer game), trainer 720
can leverage real time data received about the perform-
ance of particular individuals 710 and/or sports objects
740 or groups of individuals 710 and/or sports objects
740 in order to, for example, inform data-driven real time
decisions that optimize the chance for success in the
competition. In an exemplary embodiment, group moni-
toring device 760 can be used to monitor a single indi-
vidual 710 and/or sports object 740 alone, as well as a
group of individuals 710 and/or sports objects 740.
[0213] In some exemplary embodiments, group mon-
itoring device 760 may be used by broadcasters of an
athletic activity in order to, for example, determine and
relay to their audience information about individuals 710
participating in the athletic activity and/or sports objects
740 being used for the athletic activity.
[0214] Display 762 functions to display representa-
tions of individual monitors 712, individuals 710, object
monitors 750, and/or sports objects 740 (including, for
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example, identification information, attributes, metrics,
and alerts) during participation in a session of athletic
activity by individuals 710 and/or sports objects 740. The
representations can take many forms, including, for ex-
ample, charts, dashboards, graphs, maps, colors, sym-
bols, text, images, and icons.
[0215] Various representations capable of being dis-
played by display 762 are described in detail herein. For
simplicity and clarity of explanation, many of the repre-
sentations are described with reference to individuals
710, and may not refer to sports objects 740. Information
relating to one or more sports objects 740 may be dis-
played in any of these representations, or in formats sim-
ilar to any of these representations, similarly as described
for individuals 710. Information (including metrics) relat-
ing to such sports objects 740 may be displayed sepa-
rately from information relating to individuals 710, or may
be displayed together with information relating to individ-
uals 710. Displayed information relating to sports objects
740 may be of the same or a different type (e.g., a different
metric) than that displayed for individuals 710, whether
displayed separately or together.
[0216] Input 764 is an interface that allows a user, such
as trainer 720, to manipulate the representations dis-
played by display 762. In a preferred embodiment input
764 is a touch-screen input. Input 764 may be, however,
any other suitable input, such as, for example, a key-
board, a voice-recognition audio input, or push-button
inputs. Input 764 may further include a combination of
various types of inputs. Input 764 may be manipulated
by trainer 720 to cause display 762 to show desired rep-
resentations. The representations can update in real time
during the athletic activity through the communication of
group monitoring device 760 with base station 705, which
is in turn in communication with individual monitors 712
worn by individuals 710 participating in the athletic activ-
ity and/or object monitors 750 carried by sports objects
740 used for the athletic activity, as described above.
[0217] A remote device (analysis device 770) is depict-
ed in FIG. 21 and includes a display 772 and an input
774. In an exemplary embodiment, analysis device 770
is a tablet computing-style device (such as a tablet per-
sonal computer or an iPad®, marketed by Apple Inc.®).
Analysis device 770 may be, however, any other suitable
device, such as, for example, a laptop computer, a smart-
phone, or a personal computer. Analysis device 770 can
access data in web server database and display the in-
formation to a user of analysis device 770 (e.g., trainer
720). In some embodiments, the information may be dis-
played using dedicated or general-purpose software
(e.g., a dedicated software interface, a web browser).
Although analysis device 770 and group monitoring de-
vice 760 are described separately herein, in some exem-
plary embodiments, group monitoring device 760 and
analysis device 770 are the same device.
[0218] In some exemplary embodiments, analysis de-
vice 770 can be located at a remote location with respect
to base station 705 or the relevant athletic activity, and

can be used to access and display data and metrics in
real time. In such an embodiment, base station 705 can
transfer the data and metrics to a web server in real time,
so that the data and metrics can be accessed for display
by analysis device 770, as described above. Such an
embodiment may be useful for a user to monitor an on-
going session of athletic activity from a remote location
(e.g., a trainer 720 that could not be present at a match,
or a team owner that desires to monitor a training session
without physically attending the session).
[0219] In some embodiments, individual monitor 712
and/or object monitor 750 each includes a position mod-
ule for determining data indicative of the location of indi-
vidual monitor 712 and/or object monitor 750 (and thus
the location of individual 710 carrying individual monitor
712 and/or sports object 740 carrying object monitor
750). In some embodiments, display 762 of group mon-
itoring device 760 depicts the location of individuals 710
and/or sports objects 740, based on the data indicative
of the location of individual monitor 712 and/or object
monitor 750.
[0220] In some embodiments, such depiction of the lo-
cation of individuals 710 and/or sports objects 740 may
be in the form of a graphical representation such as, for
example, a map (e.g., a map of the playing field on which
individuals 710 and/or objects 740 are located, showing
the locations of individuals 710 and/or objects 740 in re-
lation to features of the playing field such as, for example,
boundary lines and goals). For example, individuals 710
and a sports object 740 on a playing field can be shown,
where individuals 710 are represented by their identifying
numbers. Depiction of individuals 710 and/or sports ob-
ject 740 with respect to features of the playing field can
be helpful to a viewer of display 762 (e.g., a referee or
official charged with overseeing the athletic activity) to
monitor the activity (e.g., to determine whether an indi-
vidual 710 traveled outside a boundary line, or whether
a ball entered a goal zone).
[0221] In some embodiments, display 762 of group
monitoring device 760 depicts the present locations of
individuals 710 and/or sports objects 740. In some em-
bodiments, display 762 of group monitoring device 760
depicts past locations of individuals 710 and/or sports
objects 740 (e.g., replays display of the locations). In
some embodiments display 762 of group monitoring de-
vice 760 depicts the past locations during the athletic
activity. In some embodiments display 762 of group mon-
itoring device 760 depicts the past locations after the ath-
letic activity.
[0222] In some exemplary embodiments, display 762
of group monitoring device 760 depicts locations of indi-
viduals 710 and/or sports objects 740 simultaneously
with orientations of individuals 710 and/or sports objects
740.
[0223] In some exemplary embodiments, display 762
of group monitoring device 760 displays recommenda-
tions based on metrics. For example, display 762 may
display a recommendation based on location information
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of one or more individuals 710 (e.g., based on location
information showing a concentration of individuals 710
in one area, display 762 may display a recommendation
that individuals 710 spread out over the playing field).
Such recommendations can be tailored as desired (e.g.,
to a particular situation, type of game, to play against a
particular opposing team or player, to a particular situa-
tion).
[0224] In some exemplary embodiments, display 762
of group monitoring device 760 can display one or more
alerts based on location information of one or more indi-
viduals 710 and/or sports objects 740. An alert may be
triggered based on a determination that location(s) of one
or more individuals 710 and/or sports object 740 meet
an alert condition. For example, an alert may be triggered
in response to a location of an individual being greater
than a threshold distance from a target position, where
the target position may be defined relative to, for exam-
ple, a playing field or feature thereof, another individual
710, or a sports object 740. Also for example, an alert
may be triggered based on a determination that there are
no individuals 710 within a threshold distance of a goal
(e.g., the goal area is unguarded). Also for example, an
alert may be triggered based on a determination an in-
dividual 710 has crossed a boundary line (e.g., stepped
out-of-bounds). Also for example, an alert may be trig-
gered based on a determination that sports object 740
is within a goal area (e.g., a goal has been scored). Also
for example, an alert may be triggered based on the char-
acter of movement of an individual 710’s location (e.g.,
rapid alternating between faster and slower movement
of an individual 710 may trigger an alert indicating that
individual 710 is limping, and may be injured; minimal
movement combined with orientation data showing indi-
vidual 710 is prone or supine may trigger an alert indi-
cating that individual 710 has fallen, and may be injured).
Display 762 may display representations of such alerts
as described herein. In some embodiments, a represen-
tation of an individual 710 to whom an active alert applies
may be displayed in a different color when the alert ap-
plies than when the alert doesn’t apply. In some embod-
iments, such an alert may itself include specific coaching
advice based on the alert. For example, an alert indicating
that an individual 710 is greater than a threshold distance
from a target position may be accompanied by a recom-
mendation for the individual 710 to move closer to the
target position. Also for example, an alert indicating that
there are no individuals 710 within a threshold distance
of a particular area (i.e., there is a "gap" in field coverage)
may be accompanied by a recommendation for one or
more individuals 710 to move closer to the particular area
(e.g., to eliminate or reduce the size of the gap).
[0225] Also for example, an alert may be triggered
based on locations of multiple individuals 710 and/or
sports objects 740. For example, an alert may be trig-
gered where a first individual 710 is within a threshold
distance from a sports object 740 (e.g., the first individual
may be handling the ball), and wherein a second individ-

ual 710 is greater than a threshold distance from any
opposing individual 710. The alert may provide notifica-
tion (e.g., to trainer 720, first individual 710) that the sec-
ond individual 710 is unguarded, which may be useful
(e.g., to trainer 720, first individual 710) to prompt con-
sideration of whether first individual 710 should pass the
ball to second individual 710. In some embodiments,
such an alert may itself include a recommendation for a
strategic play, or for a modification to a current strategy
(e.g., a calculated "best play," or a new target location
for one or more individuals 710, given the known metrics,
including location information). For example, the alert
may provide a recommendation that the ball be passed
from the first individual 710 to the second individual 710.
Such alerts can be defined and tailored to any desired
game situation, in order to facilitate analysis and speed
decision-making during an athletic activity.
[0226] In some embodiments, display 762 of group
monitoring device 760 depicts the path of one or more
individuals 710 or sports objects 740. The path may be
a curve tracing past locations of the one or more individ-
uals 710 or sports objects 740 on a map of the playing
field. The displayed path may be static (i.e., displaying
the curve for a period of time with a defined beginning
and end) or dynamic (e.g., displaying the curve for a pe-
riod of time where either or both of the beginning and end
is dependent on, for example, the current time). In de-
picting the path of one or more individuals 710 or sports
objects 740, display 762 may show the position of the
one or more individuals 710 or sports objects 740 as a
function of time.
[0227] As shown, for example, in FIG. 22, group mon-
itoring system 700 can include a combination of the com-
ponents described above. Sensors 702 attached to mul-
tiple individual monitors 712 and object monitors 750 can
provide data to base station 705. In certain embodiments,
other information can be provided to base station 705,
for example, video or images from camera system 780.
Data generated by camera monitoring system 780 can
be received by base station 705 and analyzed to deter-
mine positions of individuals 710 and/or other objects/ar-
eas of interest (e.g., sports objects 740). Base station
705 can provide all of this information to group monitoring
device 760 to be displayed on display 762.
[0228] In some exemplary embodiments, as depicted
in, for example, FIGS. 23-27, display 762 includes a heat
map 415, which may provide a visual indication of time
spent by one or more individual 710 in areas of the playing
field. Such visual indication may include colored areas
of a representation of the playing field that correspond
to areas where individual 710 has spent more time, color-
ed differently than colored areas of the representation of
the playing field that correspond to areas where individual
710 has spent less time. In some embodiments (see,
e.g., FIG. 23), heat map 415 may represent a single in-
dividual 710. In some embodiments (see, e.g., FIGS.
24-27), heat map 415 may represent multiple individuals
710, where visual indications of time spent by different
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individuals 710 are represented by different colors, or
where individuals 710 on one team are represented by
the same color while individuals 710 from an opposing
team are represented by a different color. In some em-
bodiments, heat map 415 may represent one or more
sports objects 740 similarly as described with respect to
individuals 710. In some embodiments, where individual
710 is wearing a garment having an illuminable area, the
illuminable area may illuminate in a color corresponding
to the color used to represent individual 710 on display
762 (e.g., on heat map 415).
[0229] Alternatively or additionally, heat map 415 may
provide a visual indication of, for example, areas of the
playing field where player 710 performed a certain type
of activity (e.g., running, jumping), areas of the playing
field where player 710 had a metric value above or below
a threshold value, or areas of the playing field where play-
er 710 had possession of or contact with a sports object
(e.g., a ball). In some embodiments, heat map 415 may
provide a visual indication of, for example, optimum po-
sitioning of one or more players 710 the playing field.
[0230] In some embodiments, display 762 of group
monitoring device 760 depicts the location of an individ-
ual 710 or sports object 740 with respect to some other
feature (which may be, for example, another individual
710 or sports object 740, or a point on the playing field).
Such depiction can take the form of a distance measure-
ment between (i.e., magnitude of separation of) the indi-
vidual 710 or sports object 740 and the other feature,
which may be represented, for example, as a history of
the separation (e.g., a graph showing time v. separation)
or as an integral map (e.g., a histogram) of the separation
over a set period.
[0231] The various depictions of locations of individu-
als 710 and/or sports objects 740 can help a viewer (e.g.,
trainer 720, individual 710) to analyze plays made during
a session of athletic activity. For example, the depictions
may be useful in facilitating tactical training or strategy
development, by facilitating design and monitoring of pre-
planned plays, or the analysis of successful or failed plays
to seek areas for improvement. Also for example, the
depictions may be useful to determine the extent of sep-
aration between two individuals 710 with the same role
on a team (e.g., two fullbacks), to optimize their coverage
of the playing field (e.g., to ensure that the two fullbacks
maintained at least a threshold separation during a game
in order to ensure that areas of the field were not left
undefended). Also for example, the depictions may be
useful to analyze the effect of positioning of individuals
710 on game events, including the outcome of the game
(e.g., the distance and frequency with which a fullback
strayed from the corner of the penalty box, or the dis-
tances between the two fullbacks and the goalkeeper
can be analyzed at key points, like when a goal against
has been scored, to help identify and improve sub-opti-
mal positioning and to help prevent future goals against
from being scored). Also for example, the depictions may
be useful to determine possession or change thereof

(e.g., a successful pass) of a sports object 740 (e.g., ball)
by an individual 710 (e.g., by identifying separation be-
tween the individual 710 and sports object 740 below a
threshold distance for a threshold period of time).
[0232] In some embodiments, image data generated
by a camera monitoring system can be overlaid or iden-
tified with data and metrics described herein. In such an
embodiment the image data may be displayed synchro-
nously with the data and metrics by or in conjunction with
a display device (e.g., group monitoring device 760 or
analysis device 770). This can help correlate data and
metrics with actual images of individuals 710 and/or
sports objects 740.
[0233] In some embodiments, as described above,
one or more metrics may be based on a determination
of position of individual 710 and/or sports object 740 with
respect to a playing field or feature thereof. For example,
in some embodiments, location signals (e.g., signals gen-
erated by position modules) are correlated with positions
on playing field 430 using previously mapped magnetic
field data, where the magnetic field data of the playing
field are known by group monitoring system 700. Also
for example, in some embodiments location signals are
correlated with positions on playing field using relative
location data (e.g., data representing a relative location
with respect to a reference, which may be, for example,
base station 705 or some other stationary beacon con-
nected thereto), where the relative position of the playing
field is known by group monitoring system 700. In some
embodiments, the position of the playing field becomes
known to group monitoring system by being defined by
a user.
[0234] In some embodiments, a portable system com-
ponent (e.g., an individual monitor 712, an object monitor
750, or group monitoring device 760) can be used to de-
fine the playing field (which may be, for example, a soccer
field, a racing track, or other area). For example, in a field
definition mode, display 762 of group monitoring device
760 or other administrative device may display an instruc-
tion to locate a position sensor at a first location on a
playing field. For example, as shown in FIG. 28, display
762 may instruct a user to locate a position sensor, which
could be a magnetic field sensor, at a mid-line location
of a soccer field. Display 762 may display a graphical
representation of the playing field 430, with an instruction
marker 432 showing the user the location at which to
position the sensor. The user may position the group
monitoring device 760 at the location on the playing field
corresponding to the displayed location, and may option-
ally provide input through input 764 of group monitoring
device 760 to indicate that the group monitoring device
760 is positioned at the instructed location. Alternatively
or additionally, in some embodiments, the user of group
monitoring device 760 may direct an associated other
portable device (e.g., an individual monitor 712 or object
monitor 750 carried by another person) communicatively
connected to the group monitoring device to the location
on the playing field corresponding to the displayed loca-
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tion, and may optionally provide input through input 764
of group monitoring device 760 to indicate that the asso-
ciated other portable device is positioned at the instructed
location. Group monitoring device 760 may then receive
position data identifying the location of the position sen-
sor, and may define this position data as corresponding
to the instructed location. As noted, such position data
may be determined based on a comparison of previously
mapped magnetic field data with measured magnetic
field data or data representing relative location with re-
spect to a reference.
[0235] Display 762 of group monitoring device 760 may
then display an instruction to locate the position sensor,
which could be a magnetic field sensor, at additional lo-
cations on the playing field 430, which can be defined
similarly as described for the first. For example, as shown
in FIG. 29, display 762 may depict a confirmation marker
434 showing that the first point has been defined, and
may show an instruction marker 432 showing the user a
second location to be defined
[0236] (e.g., a first corner of a soccer field). Display
762 of group monitoring device 760 may continue to show
additional instructions to define additional locations on
the playing field 430 (see, e.g., FIG. 30, showing four
confirmation markers 434 indicating four defined posi-
tions, and one instruction marker 432 indicating a final
position to be defined). The positions of the various de-
fined locations may together define the playing field.
[0237] Group monitoring system 700 may be applied
as described to define any playing field or other area,
whether regular or irregular in shape. For example, group
monitoring system 700 can be used to define a soccer
field, tennis court, running track, football field, basketball
court, baseball field, golf course, ski slope, or mountain
bike track. The number of positions needed to fully define
a playing field 430 may vary and may depend on the
geometry of the playing field to be defined. For example,
a typical soccer field (or other symmetrical rectangular-
shaped field) can be considered fully defined with a min-
imum of three positions defined (e.g., three corners
where the fourth corner can be determined based on the
location of the defined three corners). The minimum po-
sitions needed to fully define a playing field 430 may in-
crease with increasing geometric complexity of the field
shape as well as the extent and geometric complexity of
field features to be defined. In some cases, defining some
field features may be optional, or may be determined by
group monitoring system based on known relationships
with defined positions.
[0238] For example, defining a baseball field or golf
course may involve defining a greater number of posi-
tions than does defining a soccer field or tennis court.
For example, when defining a baseball field, it may be
desired to define its field of play (which is often irregular
and can vary from field to field), its foul lines, its base
positions, its warning track, and its boundary between
infield and outfield. When defining a soccer field or tennis
court, simply defining three corners of the field or court

may be sufficient for group monitoring system to deter-
mine remaining field features. Group monitoring system
700 may instruct definition of the minimum positions
needed, or of more than the minimum positions needed
(including optional positions). Defining more than the
minimum number of positions needed may increase the
accuracy of the field definition. Further, group monitoring
system 700 may instruct definition of the same position
once, or more than once. Defining the same position
more than once may increase the accuracy of the defi-
nition of that position, thereby increasing the accuracy of
the field definition.
[0239] Once defined or otherwise obtained, a playing
field may be saved in a storage medium of any system
component (e.g., group monitoring device 760, base sta-
tion 305, web server system). Attributes of the defined
field may be saved in association therewith. For example,
a field save screen is depicted on display 762 of group
monitoring device 760 in FIG. 31. The field save screen
includes fields for a user to input a field name, the field
dimensions, the field location, the field playing surface,
and any desired notes about the field. In some embodi-
ments, certain field attributes may be determined by
group monitoring system 700 (e.g., via a system compo-
nent such as, for example, group monitoring device 760).
For example, once a field is defined, group monitoring
system 700 may calculate its dimensions or location
(e.g., using magnetic field data).
[0240] As described above, group monitoring system
700 is portable, so it can be transported between and
used at different areas during different sessions of ath-
letic activity. The ability of group monitoring system 700
to define a new playing field and monitor activity thereon
facilitates this portability. For example, the same group
monitoring system 700 can be used to monitor training
sessions at a team’s training facility, at the team’s home
playing field, and at the playing fields of opposing teams
visited by the team on the road. Each different field can
be defined as described above. This facilitates use of
group monitoring system 700 across different playing
fields, and gives trainers 720 the ability to keep a con-
sistent, repeatable set of measurements even when ses-
sions of athletic activity occur at different locations (e.g.,
over the course of a season). Many conventional moni-
toring technologies require fixed installations, which pre-
vents trainers from collecting data or requires them to
use different technologies during a session of athletic
activity away from their installation (e.g., when they are
traveling).
[0241] In some embodiments, once group monitoring
system 700 receives signals from individual monitors 712
or object monitors 750 monitoring individuals 710 or
sports objects 740 in motion on the defined playing field,
group monitoring system 700 may determine the type of
playing surface of the defined field, based on the char-
acter of motion signals received from the individual mon-
itors 712 or object monitors 750. For example, an object
monitor 750 monitoring a sports object 740 traveling to-
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ward the ground at a given speed may sense different
impact characteristics for the sports object 740 upon its
striking the ground depending on the type of field, and
may determine the type of field based on these charac-
teristics. For example, a duration of impact may be short-
er and bounce height may be higher for a hard-surfaced
playing field (e.g., clay, hardwood, or asphalt) than for a
soft-surfaced playing field (e.g., grass, sand). Also for
example, an individual monitor 712 monitoring an indi-
vidual 710 running on the ground may sense different
impact characteristics for the footfalls of the individual
710 depending on the type of field, and may determine
the type of field based on these characteristics.
[0242] In some embodiments, instead of or in addition
to defining a field based on a plurality of positions, a play-
ing field can be defined by lines that correspond to a path
moved by a portable system component along bounda-
ries of the playing field. The definition of such lines can
be effected similarly as described above with respect to
the definition of positions relative to the playing field. A
line-based definition technique may be beneficial, for ex-
ample, in defining fields having complex or non-standard
shapes.
[0243] Saved fields may be stored and re-used, and
may be shared or sold (e.g., via a website or social net-
working service, as described elsewhere herein). In
some embodiments, group monitoring system 700 can
download data representing a pre-defined field (e.g., via
a system component, such as, for example, group mon-
itoring device 760). Data defining such pre-defined fields
may be available for download from, for example, a da-
tabase, or directly from another user or website. Such
pre-defined fields may have been defined previously by,
for example, a user of the same or a different group mon-
itoring system 700, or of any other suitable system (e.g.,
a position-recording or surveying system). In some em-
bodiments, group monitoring system 700 can provide an
interface to search for data representing a particular pre-
defined field (e.g., via group monitoring device 760), or
may suggest download of data representing particular
pre-defined fields based on the position of one or more
system components. For example, if base station 705 is
determined to have coordinates proximate to those of
Playing Field A, where data representing Playing Field
A is pre-defined and available for download by group
monitoring system 700, group monitoring system 700
may suggest such download (e.g., via an interface of, for
example, group monitoring device 760), thereby elimi-
nating the need to re-define Playing Field A before hold-
ing a session of athletic activity thereon.
[0244] For example, group monitoring system 700 may
monitor data streams representing heart rate, power,
speed, distance, acceleration, and position on a playing
field. By combining these data streams and basing cal-
culations on more than just a single data stream, group
monitoring system can determine and output represen-
tations of new insights such as, for example, intensity
and efficiency of an individual 710 or group thereof. Dis-

play 762 of group monitoring device 760 can display such
representations in real time, thus enabling trainers to act
on these insights during a training session to ensure that
they are meeting their training goals.
[0245] Also for example, speed is typically used as a
measure of intensity. Speed is an important part of many
athletic activities. By monitoring an individual’s speed a
trainer can see if the individual is training at a target level
(e.g., a level considered to correspond to success in a
game). When a trainer plans a speed training session he
or she can customize a live dashboard (e.g., displayed
on display 762) to view speed-related data including peak
speed, average speed, and number of high intensity
sprints. The ability to manage speed training carefully
can help prevent overtraining and can reduce the risk of
injury.
[0246] Also for example, distance covered has long
been a reference for training volume. The distance an
individual covers (e.g., runs) during a session of athletic
activity (e.g., a game or scrimmage) can vary. A real time
measure of distance covered can allow a trainer to set
individual or team targets for distance and ensure that
all individuals have reached the target. At the end of a
session of athletic activity the trainer can refer to the live
dashboard to check distance covered. Individuals that
fell short of the target may be instructed to continue to run.
[0247] Also for example, acceleration (including decel-
eration) can be a significant measure of performance.
Acceleration can be important in sports where rapid
change of direction is required. Understanding the rate
and frequency of acceleration can influence a determi-
nation of overall training load.
[0248] Also for example, knowledge of position on the
field may allow a trainer to see where the monitored in-
dividuals are or have been on the field. This can promote
insights into tactical movements of the players. As de-
scribed above, such positioning can be shown on a map,
for instance a heat map, where positions are determined
using a comparison of previously mapped magnetic field
data with measured magnetic field data.
[0249] The principles, components and systems de-
scribed above can be used to determine performance
information for an object located within an area, for ex-
ample, the position of a player or sport ball located within
an area designated to host athletic activities. In certain
embodiments, local magnetic field data can be measured
and compared with previously measured and recorded
magnetic field information for the area to determine the
position of the object within the area.
[0250] For instance, FIG. 32 illustrates a method for
determining performance information for an object locat-
ed within an area, according to an embodiment. In certain
embodiments, the area can be an indoor area, for exam-
ple, an area designated to host athletic activities. In step
910, magnetic field information for the area can be ob-
tained. In certain embodiments, the magnetic field infor-
mation for the area can include the intensity and/or di-
rection of the magnetic field.
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[0251] In certain embodiments, magnetic field informa-
tion can be collected to create a magnetic field data map.
Magnetic field data can be measured at a plurality of lo-
cations within the area. In certain embodiments, the mag-
netic field information for the area can be recorded during
a mapping session. The mapping session can be per-
formed manually, for example, by a person walking within
the area and taking magnetic field data measurements
with a hand-held device at certain locations within the
area. The mapping session can also be performed auto-
matically, for example, by a robot designed to move within
the area and record magnetic field data at predetermined
time and/or distance intervals. In certain embodiments,
magnetic field map data can be acquired by moving sen-
sor module 102, which can include magnetic field sensor
118, through discrete positions within the area. For ex-
ample, sensor module 102 can be passed through posi-
tions along a playing field in a grid-like pattern and mag-
netic field data can be recorded, for example, every one
meter. Any other distance or measurement increment,
for example, every half meter or every 10 cm, can also
be used. Known points, for example, boundary lines and
goals, can be noted as the magnetic field information is
recorded. In certain embodiments, the magnetic field in-
formation can be stored, for example, in the memory of
a computing device or in a database. The magnetic field
information can be accessed at a later time to be com-
pared with measured magnetic field data of an object
within the area.
[0252] In certain embodiments, mapping of the mag-
netic field information can be enhanced by recording the
mapping session with a video camera. For example, by
using an overhead camera and intermittently flashing a
strobe light located at sensor module 102, the video data
can be compared to the magnetic field data recorded by
sensor module 102 to define a virtual view of the area.
[0253] With continued reference to FIG. 32, at step
912, magnetic field data can be measured at a position
of an object within the area. As described above, the
object can be, for example, an individual 100 or piece of
athletic equipment 108 (e.g., a ball), and the magnetic
field data can be measured and recorded by, for example,
sensor module 102, which can include magnetic field
sensor 118 (e.g. a magnetometer). In certain embodi-
ments, sensor module 102 can be coupled to the object.
Magnetic field intensity data and/or magnetic field direc-
tion data can be measured and recorded by sensor mod-
ule 102.
[0254] At step 914, performance information for the ob-
ject can be determined based on the magnetic field in-
formation for the area and the measured magnetic field
data. For example, a position of the object within the area
can be determined by comparing measured magnetic
field data to the magnetic field information for the area
and determining a matching location.
[0255] In certain embodiments, as shown, for example,
in step 924 of FIG. 33, measured magnetic field data can
be filtered to improve the accuracy of determining the

performance information for the object. FIG. 33 illustrates
a method for determining performance information for an
object located within an athletic field area by obtaining
magnetic field map data for an athletic field area (step
920) and measuring magnetic field data for an object
located within the athletic field areas (step 922). The
measured magnetic field data can be filtered (step 924)
to determine performance information for the object
based on the magnetic field map data and the filtered
measured magnetic field data (step 926).
[0256] With reference to FIG. 34, in certain embodi-
ments, performance information for the object, such as
the position of the object, can be determined through an
iterative process. After obtaining magnetic field informa-
tion for the area (step 930), first magnetic field data for
the object can be measured at a first position (step 931).
This first magnetic field data can be compared to the
magnetic field information recorded for the area during
the mapping session (step 932). This comparison may
result in determining several possible locations of the ob-
ject within the area (step 933). Thus, a second measure-
ment of magnetic field data for the object can be taken
at a second position (step 934), and this data can also
be compared with the magnetic field information for the
area (step 935).
[0257] As shown in step 936 of FIG. 34, the measured
magnetic field data can then be filtered by applying con-
straints (e.g., by using a computer algorithm) to reduce
the data being considered in order to determine the po-
sition of the object. The filter can include constraints such
as physical space constraints, for example, field dimen-
sions. The filter can also include human movement con-
straints, for example, motion dynamics extremes. Similar
constraints can be applied for motion dynamics extremes
of a piece of athletic equipment (e.g., a ball). These con-
straints can be applied in order to eliminate unlikely po-
sitions of the object. For instance, if two sets of magnetic
field data are taken a fraction of a second apart, it would
be illogical to include a second position point that is 50
meters away, when a human could not possibly cover
that distance in the given time. Further iterations of mag-
netic field data measurements and filtering can be per-
formed as necessary to further reduce the possible po-
sitions of the object within the area until the position of
the object is determined with near certainty. Throughout
the iterative process, probability values can be assigned
to each of the potential locations of the object based on
a degree to which each potential location matches the
constraints at each iterative step. Locations with a low
probability of matching can be eliminated at each itera-
tion, reducing the number of potential locations of the
object.
[0258] Once the position of the object is determined
using the steps above, it becomes easier to predict and
determine the position of the object because movement
of the object must fall within physical space and object
movement constraints. The number of possible locations
of the object is, therefore, smaller than when first deter-
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mining the position of the object within the area. In certain
embodiments, in order to further improve the accuracy
of determining the position of the object, additional sen-
sor data can be utilized in conjunction with the magnetic
field data measurements. For example, data from an ac-
celerometer, gyroscope, infrared (IR) device, imaging
device (e.g., a camera) or any other suitable sensor can
be utilized to help approximate the direction in which the
object is moving. The possible position of the object is
thus narrowed by a directional constraint, therefore fur-
ther increasing the accuracy of determining the position
of the object within the area.
[0259] Similar to the method above, FIG. 35 illustrates
a method of determining performance information for an
object at certain times. At steps 940 and 942, first mag-
netic field data can be measured at a first time to deter-
mine a first position of the object at the first time. At steps
944 and 946, second magnetic field data can be meas-
ured at a second time to determine a second position of
the object at the second time. Once the first and second
positions are determined, in step 948 performance data
(e.g., distance traveled and speed) can be determined.
[0260] As shown in FIG. 36, the methods described
above can be used in the team sports context. At step
950, magnetic field data for a first object, for example a
player, can be obtained (e.g., using sensor module 102)
as the player moves within a field of play. At step 952,
magnetic field data for a second object, for example a
teammate, competitor or a sport ball, can be obtained as
the second object moves within the area. In certain em-
bodiments, multiple objects can be monitored as they
move about the area. At step 954, the positions of both
the first and second objects can be tracked within the
area based on the measured magnetic field data. In cer-
tain embodiments, the first and second objects can be
tracked in substantially real-time as they move about the
area. In other embodiments, the first and second objects
can be tracked at a later time after they finish moving
about the area, for example, after an elapsed time period
for a team sport event. The position information can be
analyzed and displayed using the systems and methods
described above. For example, a "heat map" showing
the amount of time a player spent at certain locations on
the field can be displayed on a monitoring device.
[0261] FIG. 37 illustrates a method for mapping a mag-
netic field of an athletic field area. Athletic field areas can
be located both outdoors and indoors. Examples of ath-
letic field areas can include, but are not limited to, football
fields, soccer fields, baseball fields, track and field areas,
basketball courts, tennis courts, swimming pools and
roads (such as for running or cycling events). Non-tradi-
tional athletic field areas, for example, the inside of a
building, including staircases, such as for an indoor run-
ning event, are also contemplated within the broad scope
of athletic field areas. At step 960, magnetic field infor-
mation can be gathered by measuring magnetic field data
at a plurality of locations within the athletic field during a
mapping session. In certain embodiments, the measure-

ment locations can be equally spaced apart from each
other, such as in a grid pattern. In certain embodiments,
measurement locations within the area can be associat-
ed with playing field structures, such as boundaries and
goals. In certain embodiments, a mapping session can
be recorded using a video camera to generate video data
for the athletic field that can be correlated to the magnetic
field data. At step 962, a map of the measured magnetic
field data for the athletic field area can be generated (e.g.,
by a computing device) based on the measured magnetic
field data. As described above, the magnetic field map
can be subsequently compared to measured magnetic
field data for an object located within the area in order to
determine the position of the object within the area. In
certain embodiments, the measured magnetic field data
can be recorded and used to update the magnetic field
map.
[0262] As shown, for example, in FIG. 38, in certain
embodiments, performance information, such as speed
and distance traveled, can be determined for an object
located within an area. Similar to the methods above,
magnetic field information for the area can be obtained,
for example, in a mapping session (step 970). In certain
situations (e.g., a small basketball gymnasium), magnet-
ic field information may be sufficiently similar such that
the area need not be mapped, but rather associated with
a similar area that has previously been mapped. Statis-
tical analysis of the variability of the magnetic field infor-
mation for the area can then be performed (step 972).
For example, variations in magnetic field intensity and/or
direction over a given distance between adjacent points
can be determined. In certain embodiments, a statistical
distribution of the variability of magnetic field intensities
and/or direction can be determined for the area. The var-
iability of the magnetic field data can then be measured
as an object moves within the area (step 974) in order to
determine performance information for the object based
on the variability of the magnetic field data (step 976).
[0263] FIGS. 39-42 illustrate examples of data and
graphical representations that can be created and used
for the methods explained above. FIG. 39 illustrates an
example of a magnetic field intensity map. In certain em-
bodiments, each pixel can correspond to a discrete mag-
netic field intensity measurement taken at specific coor-
dinates within the area being mapped (e.g., a basketball
court). The variations in magnetic field intensity can be
displayed, for example, by color or shading. For example,
white areas can indicate minimum magnetic field inten-
sity and black areas can indicate maximum magnetic field
intensity, with various shades of gray indicating magnetic
field intensities between the minimum and maximum
magnetic field intensities.
[0264] The solid lines in FIG. 39 can indicate sample
unit distance movements (e.g., 1 meter) within the area.
While moving along one of these unit distances, a sensor
can record the fluctuations in the magnetic field intensity,
which can be characterized by local maxima (peaks), as
illustrated by the graphical representation in FIG. 40. Mul-
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tiple samples can be recorded in order to determine an
average distribution of magnetic field intensity (and/or
fluctuations in magnetic field intensity) for the area, as
illustrated by the graphical representation in FIG. 41. A
comparison to the average distribution can then be used
to determine the movement of an object over an unknown
distance within the area. As the object moves within the
area, a sensor can record the magnetic field intensity
(and/or fluctuations in magnetic field intensity) and de-
termine a distribution, as illustrated, for example, by the
graphical representation in FIG. 42. For the example
shown in FIG. 42, the count values for the occurrences
of various magnetic field intensity measurements that
make up the distribution are approximately half of the
count values for the average distribution shown in FIG.
41. Therefore, it can be determined that the object moved
approximately half of the unit distance (i.e., 0.5 meters).
When combined with timing information, the speed at
which the object moves within the area can also be de-
termined.
[0265] The foregoing description of the specific em-
bodiments of the present invention described with refer-
ence to the figures will so fully reveal the general nature
of the invention that others can, by applying knowledge
within the skill of the art, readily modify and/or adapt for
various applications such specific embodiments, without
undue experimentation, without departing from the gen-
eral concept of the present invention.
[0266] While various embodiments of the present in-
vention have been described above, they have been pre-
sented by way of example only, and not limitation. It
should be apparent that adaptations and modifications
are intended to be within the meaning and range of equiv-
alents of the disclosed embodiments, based on the
teaching and guidance presented herein. It therefore will
be apparent to one skilled in the art that various changes
in form and detail can be made to the embodiments dis-
closed herein without departing from the spirit and scope
of the present invention. The elements of the embodi-
ments presented above are not necessarily mutually ex-
clusive, but may be interchanged to meet various needs
as would be appreciated by one of skill in the art.
[0267] It is to be understood that the phraseology or
terminology used herein is for the purpose of description
and not of limitation. The breadth and scope of the
present invention should not be limited by any of the
above-described exemplary embodiments, but should be
defined only in accordance with the following claims and
their equivalents.
[0268] In the following, further examples are described
to facilitate the understanding of the invention:

1. A method for determining performance informa-
tion for an object located within an area, the method
comprising: obtaining magnetic field information for
the area; measuring first magnetic field data when
the object is located at a first position within the area,
wherein the first magnetic field data comprises one

of magnetic field intensity data and magnetic field
direction data; and determining performance infor-
mation for the object within the area based on the
magnetic field information for the area and the first
magnetic field data.

2. The method of example 1, wherein the magnetic
field data comprises magnetic field intensity data and
magnetic field direction data.

3. The method of example 1, wherein the magnetic
field information for the area comprises magnetic
field map data.

4. The method of example 1, wherein obtaining mag-
netic field information for the area comprises deter-
mining magnetic field map data for the area.

5. The method of example 1, wherein obtaining mag-
netic field information for the area comprises access-
ing previously determined magnetic field map data
for the area.

6. The method of example 1, wherein the first mag-
netic field data is measured using a magnetometer
coupled to the object.

7. The method of example 1, wherein the object com-
prises a person.

8. The method of example 1, wherein the object com-
prises a piece of athletic equipment.

9. The method of example 8, wherein the piece of
athletic equipment comprises a ball.

10. The method of example 1, wherein the perform-
ance information determined for the object compris-
es a location of the first position of the object in the
area.

11. The method of example 1, wherein the perform-
ance information determined for the object compris-
es a speed that the object was traveling when it was
moving in the area.

12. The method of example 1, wherein the area com-
prises an indoor area.

13. The method of example 1, wherein the area com-
prises an area designed to host athletic activities.

14. The method of example 1, further comprising
measuring second magnetic field data when the ob-
ject is located at a second position within the area,
wherein determining the performance information for
the object within the area is further based on the
second magnetic field data.
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15. A method for determining performance informa-
tion for an object located within an athletic field area,
the method comprising: obtaining magnetic field
map data for the athletic field area; measuring mag-
netic field data when the object is located within the
athletic field area; filtering the measured magnetic
field data; and determining performance information
for the object within the athletic field area based on
the magnetic field map data and the filtered meas-
ured magnetic field data.

16. The method of example 15, wherein the magnetic
field map data comprises data about a location of a
field feature of the athletic field.

17. The method of example 15, wherein filtering the
measured magnetic field data comprises factoring
in physical space constraints of the athletic field.

18. The method of example 15, wherein filtering the
measured magnetic field data comprises factoring
in motion dynamics constraints of the object.

19. The method of example 18, wherein the object
comprises a human and the motion dynamics con-
straints are based on human motion dynamics.

20. The method of example 18, wherein the object
comprises a ball and the motion dynamics con-
straints are based on ball motion dynamics.

21. The method of example 15, wherein the meas-
ured magnetic field data comprises magnetic field
intensity data and magnetic field direction data.

22. A method for determining a position of an object
within an area at a given time, the method compris-
ing: obtaining magnetic field information for the area;
measuring first magnetic field data when the object
is located at a first position within the area; comparing
the first magnetic field data with the magnetic field
information for the area; determining a set of possible
locations of the first position of the object within the
area based on the comparison of the first magnetic
field data with the magnetic field information for the
area; measuring second magnetic field data when
the object is located at a second position within the
area; comparing the second magnetic field data with
the magnetic field information for the area; applying
constraints to the second magnetic field data to de-
termine a possible location of the second position of
the object based on the constraints and the compar-
ison of the first magnetic field data and the second
magnetic field data with the magnetic field informa-
tion for the area; and repeating the steps of meas-
uring magnetic field data and applying constraints to
determine the position of the object within the area
at a given time.

23. The method of example 22, wherein the magnetic
field information for the area comprises magnetic
field map data for the area.

24. The method of example 22, wherein applying
constraints to the second magnetic field data to de-
termine a possible location of the second position of
the object comprises factoring in physical space con-
straints of the area.

25. The method of example 22, wherein applying
constraints to the second magnetic field data to de-
termine a possible location of the second position of
the object comprises factoring in motion dynamics
constraints of the object.

26. The method of example 22, wherein the first mag-
netic field data and the second magnetic field data
both comprise one of magnetic field intensity data
and magnetic field direction data.

27. A method for determining performance informa-
tion for an object located within an area, the method
comprising: measuring first magnetic field data when
the object is located at a first position within the area
at a first time; determining a location of the first po-
sition of the object at the first time based on the first
magnetic field data; measuring second magnetic
field data when the object is located at a second po-
sition within the area at a second time; determining
a location of the second position of the object at the
second time based on the second magnetic field da-
ta; and determining performance information for the
object based on the location of the first position of
the object at the first time and the location of the
second position of the object at the second time.

28. The method of example 27, wherein the location
of the first position of the object at the first time is
determined by reference to magnetic field map data
for the area, and wherein the location of the second
position of the object at the second time is also de-
termined by reference to the magnetic field map data
for the area.

29. The method of example 27, wherein the perform-
ance information determined comprises the speed
of the object as it travels between the first position
and the second position.

30. The method of example 27, wherein the perform-
ance information comprises the distance travelled
by the object as it travels between the first position
and the second position.

31. A method for tracking a first object and a second
object that have moved about an area during a period
of time, the method comprising:
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obtaining magnetic field data for the first object
that has moved about the area during the period
of time; obtaining magnetic field data for the sec-
ond object that has moved about the area during
the period of time;
and tracking positions of the first object and the
second object at given times as they moved
about the area during the period of time based
on the obtained magnetic field data for the first
object and the obtaining magnetic field data for
the second object.

32. The method of example 31, wherein the first ob-
ject and the second object are tracked in substan-
tially real time as they are moving about the area.

33. The method of example 31, wherein the first ob-
ject and the second object are tracked at a later time
after they have finished moving about the area.

34. The method of example 31, wherein the area
comprises a team sport athletic field.

35. The method of example 31, wherein the period
of time comprises elapsed time for a team sport
event.

36. The method of example 31, wherein the first ob-
ject and the second object are human teammates
on an athletic team.

37. The method of example 31, further comprising
displaying a heat map that is indicative how much
time the first object and the second object spent at
various positions in the area.

38. A method for mapping a magnetic field of an ath-
letic field area, the method comprising: measuring
magnetic field data at a plurality of locations within
the athletic field area during a mapping session; and
generating a map of the magnetic field of the athletic
field area based on the measured magnetic field da-
ta.

39. The method of example 38, wherein the plurality
of locations are equally spaced apart from one an-
other.

40. The method of example 38, wherein at least one
of the plurality of locations within the area is associ-
ated with a field feature of the athletic field area.

41. The method of example 40, wherein the field fea-
ture comprises a boundary of the field of play.

42. The method of example 40, wherein the field fea-
ture comprises a goal.

43. The method of example 38, further comprising:
recording the mapping session using a video camera
to generate video data for the athletic field area; and
correlating the magnetic field data and the video da-
ta.

44. The method of example 38, further comprising:
collecting additional magnetic field data when an ob-
ject moves about the athletic field area; and using
the additional magnetic field data to update the map
of the magnetic field of the athletic field area.

45. A method for determining performance informa-
tion for an object located within an area, the method
comprising: obtaining magnetic field information for
the area; performing a statistical analysis of the var-
iability of the magnetic field information for the area;
measuring a statistical variable of magnetic field data
as the object moves within the area; and determining
performance information for the object based on the
measurement of the statistical variable of magnetic
field data.

46. The method of example 45, wherein performing
the statistical analysis of the variability of the mag-
netic field information for the area comprises deter-
mining a change in magnetic field intensity between
points within the area, and wherein measuring the
statistical variable of the magnetic field data as the
object moves within the area comprises determining
a number of changes in magnetic field intensity as
the object moves within the area.

47. The method of example 45, wherein performing
the statistical analysis of the variability of the mag-
netic field information for the area comprises deter-
mining a change in magnetic field direction between
points within the area, and wherein measuring the
statistical variable of the magnetic field data as the
object moves within the area comprises determining
a number of changes in magnetic field direction as
the object moves within the area.

48. The method of example 45, wherein performing
the statistical analysis of the variability of the mag-
netic field information for the area comprises creating
a magnetic field data map.

49. The method of example 45, wherein performing
the statistical analysis of the variability of the mag-
netic field information for the area comprises deter-
mining a distribution probability of magnetic field data
within the area.

50. The method of example 45, wherein determining
performance information for the object comprises
determining a speed of the object as it moved within
the area.
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51. The method of example 45, wherein determining
performance information for the object comprises
determining a distance travelled by the object as it
moved within the area.

Claims

1. A method for determining performance information
for an object located within an area, the method com-
prising:

obtaining magnetic field information for the area;
measuring first magnetic field data when the ob-
ject is located at a first position within the area,
wherein the first magnetic field data comprises
one of magnetic field intensity data and magnet-
ic field direction data; and
determining performance information for the ob-
ject within the area based on the magnetic field
information for the area and the first magnetic
field data.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the magnetic field
data comprises magnetic field intensity data and
magnetic field direction data.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the magnetic field
information for the area comprises magnetic field
map data.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein obtaining magnetic
field information for the area comprises determining
magnetic field map data for the area.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein obtaining magnetic
field information for the area comprises accessing
previously determined magnetic field map data for
the area.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the first magnetic
field data is measured using a magnetometer cou-
pled to the object.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the object comprises
a person.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the object comprises
a piece of athletic equipment.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the piece of athletic
equipment comprises a ball.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the performance in-
formation determined for the object comprises a lo-
cation of the first position of the object in the area.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the performance in-

formation determined for the object comprises a
speed that the object was traveling when it was mov-
ing in the area.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the area comprises
an indoor area.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the area comprises
an area designed to host athletic activities.

14. The method of claim 1, further comprising measuring
second magnetic field data when the object is locat-
ed at a second position within the area, wherein de-
termining the performance information for the object
within the area is further based on the second mag-
netic field data.

15. A sensor module comprising a processor and a
memory, wherein the memory stores application pro-
grams used to implement one of the methods of
claims 1 to 14 when executed on the processor.
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