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(54) IMAGE ANALYSIS METHOD AND IMAGE ANALYSIS DEVICE

(57) S1: A fluorescence image of one or more frames
of the observation region or the sample S is acquired.
S2: One or more analytic regions are set for the fluores-
cence image of the observation region of one frame or
each of frames that has been acquired. S3: Data on the
pixel corresponding to each analytic region is extracted.
S4: Time intervals of data pairs for use in correlation cal-
culations are set. S6: A fitting is performed for the result
of the correlation calculation. S7: The analytic result is
saved. S8: The operations in Step S5 to Step S7 are
repeated for each of the time intervals set in Step S4.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an image analysis method and an image analysis apparatus.

Background Art

[0002] A technique for an image analysis called fluorescence cross-correlation spectroscopy (FCCS) has heretofore
been known. The FCCS is shown in, for example, Patent Literature 1. According to the FCCS, excitation light is contin-
uously applied to one or more measurement points in a sample for a given length of time (e.g. for 10 seconds), and
fluctuations of the intensity of fluorescence emitted from the measurement points are detected and correlatively analyzed
to estimate the number of molecules and a diffusion constant.
[0003] A technique for an image analysis called a raster image correlation spectroscopy (RICS) has been also known.
The RICS is shown in, for example, Non Patent Literature 1. According to the RICS, one or more frames of raster scan
images are acquired. The raster scan images may be, for example, fluorescence images. Data regarding each pixel of
the fluorescence images represents information on the intensity of fluorescence generated from a point in a corresponding
sample. The data regarding the pixels vary in the time and position of acquisition.
[0004] Correlation characteristics dependent on the fluctuations of molecules are obtained by a spatial autocorrelation
analysis using the data regarding the pixels. A diffusion constant and the number of molecules can be found from the
correlation characteristics of the molecules. A molecular diffusion time can be found from the diffusion constant.
[0005] Since the diffusion time and the number of molecules can be thus evaluated by the spatial autocorrelation
analysis, an interaction between the molecules can be observed.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0006] Patent Literature 1: Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 2007-093277

Non Patent Literature

[0007] Non Patent Literature 1: "Measuring Fast Dynamics in Solutions and Cells with a Laser Scanning Microscope" ,
Michelle A. Digman, Claire M. Brown, Parijat Sengupta, Paul W. Wiseman, Alan R. Horwitz, and Enrico Gratton, Bio-
physical Journal, Vol.89, P1317-1327, August 2005.

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0008] In analytic processing according to the conventional RICS, the diffusion time of molecules (or the number of
molecules) is handled as the main analytic parameter, but two components can only be analyzed. Setting of a parameter
for a fitting is difficult, and a two-component analysis is also difficult. Therefore, almost no multicomponent analysis is
conducted in effect in a sample comprising more than one molecular species.
[0009] The present invention provides an image analysis method and an image analysis apparatus that enable a
multicomponent analysis.

Solution to Problem

[0010] An image analysis method according to the present invention comprises an image acquiring step of acquiring
an image of at least one frame that comprises pixels, an analytic region setting step of setting at least one analytic region
for the image of at least one frame, a data extracting step of extracting data on the pixel corresponding to each analytic
region, a time interval setting step of setting time intervals for data pairs for use in correlation calculations, a correlation
calculation step of performing a correlation calculation for each of the time intervals by use of the extracted data, and a
fitting step of performing a fitting for each of the correlation calculation results obtained by the correlation calculation step.
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Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0011] According to the present invention, an image analysis method and an image analysis apparatus that enable a
multicomponent analysis are provided.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0012]

FIG. 1 schematically shows an image analysis apparatus according to one embodiment;
FIG. 2 shows functional blocks of a control section shown in FIG. 1;
FIG. 3 is a flowchart of an image analysis according to one embodiment;
FIG. 4 shows a fluorescence image of a two-dimensional image of one frame;
FIG. 5 shows fluorescence images of a three-dimensional image of one frame;
FIG. 6 shows images of observation regions of frames and an extracted image of one analytic region;
FIG. 7 shows images of observation regions of frames and extracted images of two analytic regions;
FIG. 8 schematically shows a correlation calculation for the same analytic region in the image of the same frame;
FIG. 9 schematically shows a correlation calculation for the same analytic region in the images of different frames;
FIG. 10 schematically shows a correlation calculation for different analytic regions in the image of the same frames
FIG. 11 schematically shows a correlation calculation for different analytic regions in the images of different frames;
FIG. 12 is an image in which a calculation result of a spatial cross-correlation value regarding molecules in a sample
is indicated by luminance; and
FIG. 13 shows a fitting result of the calculation result of the spatial cross-correlation value in FIG. 12.

Description of Embodiment

[0013] An embodiment of the present invention will now be described with reference to the drawings.

[Apparatus Configuration]

[0014] FIG. 1 schematically shows an image analysis apparatus according to one embodiment. This image analysis
apparatus has a configuration based on a scanning confocal optical microscope for a fluorescence observation of a
sample.
[0015] As shown in FIG. 1, an image analysis apparatus 100 has a light application section 110 to apply light such as
excitation light to a sample S, a light detection section 130 to detect light such as fluorescence from the sample S, a
control section 160 to perform control necessary for an image analysis, and a sample stage 190, which supports the
sample S.
[0016] The sample S is contained in a sample container such as a microplate or a slide glass, and mounted on the
sample stage 190. The sample stage 190 supports, for example, the sample S movably in a lateral direction (xy-direction)
and in a height direction (z-direction) relative to the light application section 110 and the light detection section 130. For
example, the sample stage 190 includes three stepping motors having their output shafts that intersect at right angles
with one another. The sample S can be moved in the xyz-direction by these stepping motors.
[0017] The image analysis apparatus 100 is, for example, a multiple light irradiation - multiple light detection type.
Thus, the light application section 110 includes an n-channel light source section 111, and the light detection section
130 includes an m-channel light detection section 131. The light source section 111 has n channels, and can radiate
excitation light beams of n kinds of different wavelengths. The light detection section 131 has m channels, and can detect
fluorescence of m kinds of different wavelengths. The light source section 111 does not always need to have more than
one channel, and may only have one channel. The light detection section 131 does not always need to have more than
one channel, and may only have one channel.
[0018] The n-channel light source section 111 of the light application section 110 includes light sources 112a, ····,
112n, collimating lenses 114a, ····, 114n, and dichroic mirrors 116a, ····, 116n. The light sources 112a, ····, 112n emit
excitation light to excite fluorescent dyes included in the sample S to the sample S to emit light (fluorescence). The
wavelengths of the excitation light emitted from the light sources 112a, ····, 112n are different from one another to
correspond to the kinds of fluorescent dyes included in the sample S. The light sources 112a, ····, 112n comprise, for
example, laser light sources of oscillation wavelengths corresponding to the fluorescent dyes in the sample S. The
collimating lenses 114a, ····, 114n collimate the excitation light emitted from the light sources 112a, ····, 112n, respectively.
The dichroic mirrors 116a, ····, 116n reflect, in the direction, the excitation light that has passed through the collimating
lenses 114a, ····, 114n, respectively. The dichroic mirrors 116a, ····, 116n respectively transmit the excitation light entering
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from the upper side in FIG. 1, and reflect the excitation light entering from the right side in FIG. 1. As a result, the excitation
light of different wavelengths respectively emitted from the light sources 112a, ····, 112n are combined into a beam after
passing through the dichroic mirror 116a. The dichroic mirror 116n does not need to transmit the excitation light, and
may therefore be changed to a simple mirror.
[0019] The light application section 110 further includes a dichroic mirror 122, a galvano-mirror 124, an objective lens
126, and an objective lens drive mechanism 128. The dichroic mirror 122 reflects the excitation light from the light source
section 111 to the galvano-mirror 124, and transmits the fluorescence emitted from the sample S. The galvano-mirror
124 reflects the excitation light to the objective lens 126, and changes its reflection direction. The objective lens 126
converges the excitation light and then applies the excitation light to a measurement point in the sample S, and takes
in the light from the measurement point in the sample S. The objective lens used as the objective lens 126 has a high
numerical aperture (NA) to form a micro confocal region (measurement point) . The confocal region to be thereby obtained
has a substantially cylindrical shape that is sized at approximately 0.6 mm in diameter (in an xy-plane) and approximately
2 mm in length (in the z-direction). The galvano-mirror 124 constitutes an xy-scan mechanism to scan the measurement
point in the xy-direction. The xy-scan mechanism may be constituted by using a acoustooptical modulator (AOM), a
polygon mirror, or a hologram scanner instead of the galvano-mirror. The objective lens drive mechanism 128 moves
the objective lens 126 along the optical axis. As a result, the measurement point is moved in the z-direction. That is, the
objective lens drive mechanism 128 constitutes a z-scan mechanism to scan the measurement point in the z-direction.
[0020] The light detection section 130 and the light application section 110 commonly include the objective lens 126,
the galvano-mirror 124, and the dichroic mirror 122. The light detection section 130 further includes a converging lens
132, a pin hole 134, and a collimating lens 136. The converging lens 132 converges the light that has passed through
the dichroic mirror 122. The pin hole 134 is located in the focus of the converging lens 132. That is, the pin hole 134 is
located at a position that is conjugate to the measurement point in the sample S, and selectively allows only the light
from the measurement point to pass therethrough. The collimating lens 136 collimates the light that has passed through
the pin hole 134. The light that has passed through the collimating lens 136 enters the m-channel light detection section
131.
[0021] The m-channel light detection section 131 includes dichroic mirrors 138a, ····, 138m, fluorescence filters 140a,
····, 140m, photodetectors 142a, ····, 142m. The dichroic mirrors 138a, ····, 138m selectively reflect light of wavelengths
located in the vicinity of the wave range of the fluorescence to be detected, respectively. The dichroic mirror 138m does
not need to transmit the light, and may therefore be changed to a simple mirror. The fluorescence filters 140a, ····, 140m
respectively cut off the light of undesired wavelength components out of the light reflected by the dichroic mirrors 138a,
····, 138m, and selectively transmit the fluorescence generated by the excitation light from the light sources 112a, ····,
112n. The fluorescence that has passed through the fluorescence filters 140a, ····, 140m enter the photodetectors 142a,
····, 142m, respectively. The photodetectors 142a, ····, 142m output signals corresponding to the intensities of the light
that has entered. That is, the photodetectors 142a, ····, 142m output fluorescence intensity signals from the measurement
point in the sample S.
[0022] The control section 160 comprises, for example, a personal computer. The control section 160 performs the
acquisition, storage, and display of fluorescence images of observation regions of the sample S, waiting for an input
such as a setting of an analytic region, and analytic processing of images (e.g. calculation of a correlation value, and
estimation of the number of molecules and a diffusion time). The control section 160 also controls the galvano-mirror
124, which is the xy-scan mechanism, the objective lens drive mechanism 128, which is the z-scan mechanism, and
the sample stage 190.
[0023] Functional blocks of the control section shown in FIG. 1 are shown in FIG. 2. As shown in FIG. 2, the control
section 160 includes a scan control section 162, an image formation section 164, a storage section 166, a display section
168, an input section 170, an analytic region setting section 172, a data extraction section 174, an analytic processing
section 178, a time interval setting section 178, and a stage control section 180. The scan control section 162, the image
formation section 164, the storage section 166, and the stage control section 180 cooperate with the light application
section 110 and the light detection section 130 described above to constitute an image acquisition section.
[0024] The scan control section 162 controls the galvano-mirror 124 to raster-scan an application position of the
excitation light in the sample S when a fluorescence image of the sample S is acquired. If necessary, the scan control
section 162 also controls the objective lens drive mechanism 128 to z-scan the application position of the excitation light
in the sample S. The image formation section 164 forms a fluorescence image of the sample S from information on the
application position of the excitation light input from the scan control section 162 and output signals of the photodetectors
142a, ····, 142m. As a result, the fluorescence image is acquired. The fluorescence image formed by the image formation
section 164 is stored in the storage section 166. The display section 168 displays the fluorescence image of the sample
S and an analytic processing result. The input section 170 includes, for example, a mouse and a keyboard, and cooperates
with the display section 168 to constitute a GUI. This GUI is used to set an observation region and an analytic region.
The stage control section 180 controls the sample stage 190 in accordance with input information from the input section
170 to set, for example, an observation region. The analytic region setting section 172 sets an analytic region in accord-
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ance with input information from the input section 170. The data extraction section 174 extracts data on the analytic
region for which correlation calculations are to be performed. The time interval setting section 176 sets time intervals of
pairs of data used in the correlation calculations. The analytic processing section 178 performs the correlation calculations
by using data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region. The processing in the analytic processing section 178
will be described in detail later.
[0025] As shown in FIG. 1, the excitation light emitted from the light sources 112a, ····, 112n is applied to the meas-
urement point in the sample S through the collimating lenses 114a, ····, 114n, the dichroic mirrors 116a, ····, 116n, the
dichroic mirror 122, the galvano-mirror 124, and the objective lens 126. The measurement point to which the excitation
light is applied is raster-scanned with the galvano-mirror 124 in the xy-direction. If necessary, the measurement point is
z-scanned with the objective lens drive mechanism 128 whenever one raster-scan ends. The measurement point is
scanned over the whole observation region. The sample S that has received the excitation light generates fluorescence
from the measurement point. The light (including undesired reflected light in addition to the fluorescence) from the sample
S reaches the pin hole 134 through the objective lens 126, the galvano-mirror 124, the dichroic mirror 122, and the
converging lens 132. Since the pin hole 134 is located at the position that is conjugate to the measurement point, the
light from the measurement point in the sample S only passes through the pin hole 134. The light that has passed through
the pin hole 134, that is, the light from the measurement point in the sample S enters the m-channel light detection
section 131 through the collimating lens 136. The light that has entered the m-channel light detection section 131 is split
(i.e. dispersed) in accordance with the wavelengths by the dichroic mirrors 138a, ····, 138m, and undesired components
are removed by the fluorescence filters 140a, ····, 140m. The fluorescence that has passed through the fluorescence
filters 140a, ····, 140m enters the photodetectors 142a, ····, 142m, respectively. The photodetectors 142a, ····, 142m
respectively output fluorescence intensity signals indicating the intensities of the incident light, that is, the fluorescence
emitted from the measurement point in the sample S. The fluorescence intensity signals are input to the image formation
section 164. The image formation section 164 processes the input fluorescence intensity signals synchronously with
positional information in the xy-direction (and the z-direction) to form a fluorescence image of the observation region in
the sample S. The formed fluorescence image is saved in the storage section 166. The fluorescence image saved in
the storage section 166 is displayed on the display section 168 as it is, or processed by the analytic processing section
178, and an analytic processing result is displayed on the display section 168.

[Analytic Procedure]

[0026] A procedure of an image analysis is described below with reference to FIG. 3. Steps are described by proper
reference to FIG. 4 to FIG. 11.

(Step S1)

[0027] An image or images, for example a fluorescence image or fluorescence images, of a frame or frames of the
observation region of the sample S is acquired. The fluorescence image is acquired through one channel of the light
source section 111, and one channel of the light detection section 131 corresponding thereto. The fluorescence image
of each frame comprises pixels the data of which have been acquired in a time-series manner by the scan of the excitation
light. The measurement point actually has spatial expansions in the xyz-direction, and the pixel has a size corresponding
to the spatial expansions of the measurement point. The data on each pixel of the fluorescence image is, for example,
the intensity of the fluorescence emitted from the corresponding measurement point.
[0028] The observation region is a two-dimensional region or a three-dimensional region, and the fluorescence image
is a two-dimensional image or a three-dimensional image accordingly. When the observation region is the two-dimen-
sional region, the fluorescence image is the two-dimensional image in which pixels having sizes in the xy-direction are
two-dimensionally arranged. When the observation region is the three-dimensional region, the fluorescence image is
the three-dimensional image in which pixels having sizes in the xyz-direction are three-dimensionally arranged. From a
different point of view, the three-dimensional image comprises two-dimensional images of frames having different z-
positions.
[0029] A fluorescence image of a two-dimensional image of one frame is shown in FIG. 4. In FIG. 4, τp is the difference
(pixel time) of acquisition time between a certain pixel and a next pixel adjacent thereto. That is, the pixel time τp is a
time required to acquire data for one pixel. τ1 is the difference (line time) of acquisition time between an initial pixel of a
certain line and an initial pixel of a next line. That is, the line time τ1 means a time required to scan one line.
[0030] A three-dimensional image of one frame is shown in FIG. 5. In FIG. 5, τp is a pixel time, τ1 is a line time, and
τf is the difference (frame time) of acquisition time between an initial pixel of a certain frame and an initial pixel of a next
frame. That is, the frame time τf means a time required to scan one frame.
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(Step S2)

[0031] One or more analytic regions are set for the image, for example, the fluorescence image of the observation
region of one frame or each of frames that has been acquired. The analytic regions are spatially different regions, and
are normally separate from one another and do not overlap. The analytic region is a two-dimensional region for a two-
dimensional observation region, and is normally a three-dimensional region but may be a two-dimensional region for a
three-dimensional observation region. In FIG. 6, when 100 frames are acquired, one analytic region A1 is set for a
fluorescence image of the observation region of each of frames f1 to f100, and the analytic region A1 is located outside
a nucleus of a cell. In FIG. 7, two analytic regions A1 and A2 are set for a fluorescence image of the observation region
of each of frames f1 to f100, and the analytic region A1 is located outside a nucleus of a cell, while the analytic region A2
is located inside the nucleus of the cell.

(Step S3)

[0032] Data on the pixel corresponding to each analytic region is extracted. In FIG. 6, the extracted data, that is,
images of the pixels of the analytic region A1 of the frames f1 to f100 are shown. In FIG. 7, the extracted data, that is,
images of the pixels of the analytic regions A1 and A2 of the frames f1 to f100 are shown.

(Step S4)

[0033] Time intervals (delay times) of data pairs for use in correlation calculations are set. Each time interval corre-
sponds to the different of acquisition time of the data on pixels of the pairs used in a product-sum calculation for each
correlation calculation. For example, one time interval corresponds to two pixels in the same analytic region or different
analytic regions of the same frame, and another time interval corresponds to two pixels in the same analytic region or
different analytic regions of different frames. These time intervals are preferably set so that a sufficient number of product-
sum calculations can be performed.

(Step S5)

[0034] The extracted data on the pixels are used to perform the correlation calculations. The calculation formula used
in the correlation calculations varies by whether the image of the analytic region is the two-dimensional image or the
three-dimensional image. Moreover, the calculation formula varies by whether two pixels of each of data pairs for use
in the product-sum calculations of the correlation calculation belong to the same analytic region or different analytic
regions. In addition, the calculation formula varies by whether two pixels of each of data pairs for use in the product-
sum calculations of the correlation calculation belong to the image of the same frame or the images of different frames.
[0035] The calculation formulas to be applied to the two-dimensional image are as follows.

1. Two pixels of each data pair belong to the image of the same analytic region, and belong to the image of the
same frame. In this case, pairs of data on the pixels in the same analytic region in the image of the same frame are
used to perform a correlation calculation. This correlation calculation is an autocorrelation calculation. FIG. 8 sche-
matically shows the correlation calculation in this case.
[Equation 1] 

where G2ssa is an autocorrelation value in the same analytic region A1 of the same frame fi, Ifi is data, for example,
fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, x, y are spatial
coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ are variations of the spatial coordinates from the measurement point, Mii
is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the
frame fi, and Mi is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi.
2. Two pixels of each data pair belong to the image of the same analytic region, and belong to the images of different
frames. In this case, pairs of data on the pixels in the same analytic region in the image of the same frame are used
to perform a correlation calculation. This correlation calculation is a cross-correlation calculation. FIG. 9 schematically
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shows the correlation calculation in this case.
[Equation 2] 

where G2sdc is a cross-correlation value in the sane analytic region A1 of a frame fi and a frame fj that are different
from each other, Ifi is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A1 of the frame fi, Ifj is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A1 of the frame fj, x, y are spatial coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ are variations of the spatial coordinates
from the measurement point, Mij is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the image
of the same analytic region A1 of the frame fi and frame fj, Mi is the total number of data on the pixels of the image
of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, and Mj is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic
region A1 of the frame fj.
3. Two pixels of each data pair belong to the images of different analytic regions, and belong to the image of the
same frame. In this case, pairs of data on the pixels in different analytic regions in the images of different frames
are used to perform a correlation calculation. This correlation calculation is a cross-correlation calculation. FIG. 10
schematically shows the correlation calculation in this case.
[Equation 3] 

where G2dsc is a cross-correlation value between different analytic regions A1 and A2 of the same frame fi, I1fi is
data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, I2fi
is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A2 of the frame fi,
x, y are spatial coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ are variations of the spatial coordinates from the meas-
urement point, M12ii is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the images of the different
analytic regions A1 and A2 of the frame fi, M1i is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic
region A1 of the frame fi, and M2i is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A2 of
the frame fi.
4. Two pixels of each data pair belong to the images of different analytic regions, and belong to the image of the
same frame. In this case, pairs of data on the pixels in different analytic regions in the images of different frames
are used to perform a correlation calculation. This correlation calculation is a cross-correlation calculation. FIG. 11
schematically shows the correlation calculation in this case.
[Equation 4] 

where G2ddc is a cross-correlation value between the analytic region A1 of the frame fi and the analytic region A2 of
the same fj, I1fi is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1
of the frame fi, I2fj is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A2 of the frame fj, x, y are spatial coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ are variations of the spatial coordinates
from the measurement point, M12ij is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the images
of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi and the analytic region A2 of the frame fj, M1i is the total number of data on
the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, and M2j is the total number of data on the pixels of
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the image of the analytic region A2 of the frame fj.

[0036] The calculation formulas to be applied to the three-dimensional image are as follows.

1. Two pixels of each data pair belong to the image of the same analytic region, and belong to the image of the
same frame. In this case, pairs of data on the pixels in the same analytic region in the image of the same frame are
used to perform a correlation calculation. This correlation calculation is an autocorrelation calculation.
[Equation 5] 

where G3ssa is an autocorrelation value of the same analytic region A1 of the same frame fi, Ifi is data, for example,
fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, x, y, z are spatial
coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ, η are variations of the spatial coordinates from the measurement point,
Mii is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the
frame fi, and Mi is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi.
2. Two pixels of each data pair belong to the image of the same analytic region, and belong to the images of different
frames. In this case, pairs of data on the pixels in the same analytic region in the images of different frames are
used to perform a correlation calculation. This correlation calculation is a cross-correlation calculation.
[Equation 6] 

where G3sdc is a cross-correlation value in the same analytic region A1 of a frame fi and a frame fi that are different
from each other, Ifi is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A1 of the frame fi, Ifj is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A1 of the frame fj, x, y, z are spatial coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ, η are variations of the spatial coordinates
from the measurement point, Mij is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the image
of the same analytic region A1 of the frame fi and frame fj, Mi is the total number of data on the pixels of the image
of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, and Mj is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic
region A1 of the frame fj.
3. Two pixels of each data pair belong to the images of different analytic regions, and belong to the image of the
same frame. In this case, pairs of data on the pixels in different analytic regions in the image of the same frame are
used to perform a correlation calculation. This correlation calculation is a cross-correlation calculation.
[Equation 7] 

where G3dsc is a cross-correlation value between different analytic regions A1 and A2 of the same frame fi, I1fi is
data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, I2fi
is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A2 of the frame fi,
x, y, z are spatial coordinates of a measurement point, ξ ψ, η are variations of the spatial coordinates from the
measurement point, M12ii is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the images of the
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different analytic regions A1 and A2 of the frame fi, M1i is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the
analytic region A1 of the frame fi, and M2i is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A2 of the frame fi.
4. Two pixels of each data pair belong to the images of different analytic regions, and belong to the image of the
same frame. In this case, pairs of data on the pixels in different analytic regions in the images of different frames
are used to perform a correlation calculation. This correlation calculation is a cross-correlation calculation.
[Equation 8] 

where G3ddc is a cross-correlation value between the analytic region A1 of the frame fi and the analytic region A2 of
the same fj, I1fi is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1
of the frame fi, I2fj is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A2 of the frame fj, x, y, z are spatial coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ, η are variations of the spatial coordinates
from the measurement point, M12ij is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the images
of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi and the analytic region A2 of the frame fj, M1i is the total number of data on
the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, and M2j is the total number of data on the pixels of
the image of the analytic region A2 of the frame fj.

[0037] The data on each pixel used in the correlation calculation may be the data on this pixel, or may be the statistics
of data on multiple pixels including the above pixel. The multiple pixels may be, for example, a pixel of interest and a
pixel adjacent thereto. The statistics may be any one of, for example, the average value, maximum value, minimum
value, relative difference, absolute difference, and relative ratio of the data on the pixels. Which statistics to use is
determined by which kind of information to be obtained by the analysis according to the RICS.
[0038] The data used in the correlation calculation may be a pixel time, a line time, a frame time, a pixel position
relation, a pixel size, or the statistics thereof.
[0039] Regarding the correlation calculation, each image is reconstructed on the basis of data on the pixels, and a
correlation calculation may be performed for the reconstructed image. For example, the data on the adjacent pixels may
be added together to reduce the number of data on the pixels to half. Alternatively, the data on one pixel is divided into
multiple data. Normally, the number of data on a pixel does not increase once an image is acquired. However, on the
assumption that the intensity of the acquired data on the pixel is spread around this data on the pixel by the Gaussian
distribution, data on the pixel that are not normally acquired are supplemented. The number of data on the pixel does
not increase in essence, but the image appears better.

(Step S6)

[0040] A fitting is performed for the result of the correlation calculation in Step 5. Thus, at least one of the number of
molecules and a diffusion time is estimated. The calculation formula to be applied to the fitting varies by whether the
image of the analytic region is a two-dimensional image or a three-dimensional image.
[0041] The calculation formula to be applied to the two-dimensional image is as follows.
[Equation 9] 
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where Gs is a spatial correlation value of RICS, S is the influence of a scan in an analysis of the RICS, G is the influence
of a time delay in the analysis of the RICS, D is a diffusion constant, δr is a pixel size, N is the number of molecules, ξ,
ψ are variations of spatial coordinates, W0 is the lateral radius of an excitation laser beam, WZ is the longitudinal radius
of the excitation laser beam, τp is a pixel time, τ1 is a line time, and τf is a frame time.
[0042] The calculation formula to be applied to the three-dimensional image is as follows.
[Equation 10] 

where Gs is a spatial correlation value of RICS, S is the influence of a scan in an analysis of the RICS, G is the influence
of a time delay in the analysis of the RICS, D is a diffusion constant, δr is a pixel size, N is the number of molecules, ξ,
ψ, η are variations of spatial coordinates, W0 is the lateral radius of an excitation laser beam, WZ is the longitudinal
radius of the excitation laser beam, τp is a pixel time, τ1 is a line time, and τf is a frame time.
[0043] The number of molecules and the diffusion constant are found by a residual comparison (fitting) between the
theoretical values in Equation (1) to Equation (8) and the results of the correlation calculations that use measured values.
In the fitting, first, (a) a predetermined diffusion constant D and the number of molecules N are used to calculate Gs
(hereinafter, a theoretical correlation value Gs), which is obtained as a theoretical value. (b) The theoretical correlation
value Gs is then compared with a correlation value Gs, which is obtained as a measured value (hereinafter, a measured
correlation value Gs), and a residual therebetween is calculated. (c) The diffusion constant D and the number of molecules
N in the theoretical correlation value Gs are then changed to calculate a new theoretical correlation value Gs. (d) The
new theoretical correlation value Gs is then compared with the measured correlation value Gs, and a residual therebe-
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tween is calculated. (e) The residual that has been obtained in (b) is then compared with the residual that has been
obtained in (d) to judge whether the residual has increased. Thus, in the fitting, (b) to (e) are repeated while the diffusion
constant D and the number of molecules N in the theoretical correlation value Gs are changed, and a theoretical correlation
value Gs that provides the minimum residual between the measured correlation value Gs and the theoretical correlation
value Gs is finally found. The diffusion constant D and the number of molecules N in the finally obtained theoretical
correlation value Gs are diffusion constant D and the number of molecules N in the measured correlation value Gs. Thus,
the fitting according to Equation (9) or Equation (10) is to estimate the optimum number of molecules or diffusion constant
in the two-dimensional or three-dimensional observation region while varying the diffusion constant D and the number
of molecules N in the theoretical correlation value Gs.
[0044] There is a relation represented by Equation (11) between the diffusion constant and the diffusion time. Therefore,
the diffusion time can be found from the found diffusion constant.
[Equation 11] 

(Step S7)

[0045] The analytic result, for example, the image of the number of molecules or the diffusion constant is saved. If
necessary, the image of the number of molecules or the diffusion constant may be displayed. The analytic result may
be displayed after the end of the analyses for all the time intervals. An example of the analytic result is shown in FIG.
12 and FIG. 13. FIG. 12 shows an example of how a calculation result of a spatial correlation value regarding molecules
in the sample S is displayed as an image. FIG. 13 shows a fitting result of the calculation result of the spatial correlation
value in FIG. 12. In FIG. 12, the magnitude of the spatial cross-correlation value is indicated by luminance.

(Step S8)

[0046] The analysis for one time interval is finished by the operations in Step S5 to Step S7. The operations in Step
S5 to Step S7 are repeated for each of the time intervals set in Step S4. That is, while the time intervals that have not
been applied to the analysis still remain, the time interval applied to the analysis is changed to return to Step S5. In other
words, a correlation calculation is performed for each of the time intervals, and each of the results of the correlation
calculations is fitted.
[0047] The analytic result for a short time interval strongly reflects the change of a molecular species having a low
molecular weight. The analytic result for a long time interval strongly reflects the change of a molecular species having
a high molecular weight. That is, the correlation result for a certain time interval strongly reflects the change of a molecular
species corresponding to this time interval. Therefore, the correlation analysis is performed for each of the time intervals,
so that the change of each of the molecular species can be known. That is, a multicomponent analysis can be performed.

(Step S9)

[0048] If necessary, the ratio of the molecular species in the analytic region is calculated. The equation to be applied
to the calculation is as follows.
[Equation 12] 

where N1 is the number of molecules of the molecular species of an i-component, PNi is the ratio of the number of
molecules Ni in the molecular species of the i-component, Nk is the number of molecules of the molecular species of a
k-component, and m is the number of components in the multicomponent analysis.
[0049] According to the present embodiment, motion, for example, can be evaluated regarding different molecules in
the sample S. That is, the multicomponent analysis is possible. For example, the motions of the molecules moving at
high velocities and the molecules moving at moderate velocities can be evaluated.
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[0050] While the embodiments of the present invention has been described so far with reference to the drawings, the
present invention is not limited to these embodiments, and various modifications and alterations may be made without
departing from the spirit thereof.
[0051] For example, the analysis of the image that is contracted by detecting the fluorescence generated from the
sample S, that is, the fluorescence image has been described in the embodiments. However, the image to be analyzed
is not limited to the fluorescence image. Instead of the fluorescence image, the image to be analyzed may be, for example,
an image constructed by detecting phosphorescence, reflected light, visible light, chemiluminescence, bioluminescence,
or scattered light.
[0052] Although the image acquired by the raster scan has been described in the embodiments, the image is not
limited to the image acquired by the raster scan. The image has only to be an image comprising pixels in which data on
the pixels are acquired in a time-series manner. The image may be an image acquired by some other scanning method.
Moreover, the image may be an image acquired by a two-dimensional image pickup device such as a CCD or a CMOS.
In this case, an image of one frame comprises pixels the data of which have been simultaneously acquired, and acquiring
images of multiple frames is assumed in Step S1.

Reference Signs List

[0053] 100: image analysis apparatus, 110: light application section, 111: light source section, 112a, ····, 112n: light
sources, 114a, ····, 114n: collimating lenses, 116a, ····, 116n: dichroic mirrors, 122: dichroic mirror, 124: galvano-mirror,
126: objective lens, 128: objective lens drive mechanism, 130: light detection section, 131: light detection section, 132:
converging lens, 134: pin hole, 136: collimating lens, 138a, ····, 138m: dichroic mirrors, 140a, ····, 140m: fluorescence
filters, 142a, ····, 142m: photodetectors, 160: control section, 162: scan control section, 164: image formation section,
166: storage section, x, display section, 170: input section, 172: analytic region setting section, 174: data extraction
section, 176: time interval setting section, 178: analytic processing section, 180: stage control section, 190: sample stage.

Claims

1. An image analysis method comprising:

an image acquiring step of acquiring an image of at least one frame that comprises pixels;
an analytic region setting step of setting at least one analytic region for the image of at least one frame;
a data extracting step of extracting data on the pixel corresponding to each analytic region;
a time interval setting step of setting time intervals for data pairs for use in correlation calculations;
a correlation calculation step of performing a correlation calculation for each of the time intervals by use of the
extracted data; and
a fitting step of performing a fitting for each of the correlation calculation results obtained by the correlation
calculation step.

2. The image analysis method according to claim 1, wherein the image acquiring step acquires images of frames, and
the analytic region setting step sets one analytic region for the image of each frame, the analytic region being the
same region in the image of each frame.

3. The image analysis method according to claim 2, wherein the correlation calculation step includes performing the
correlation calculation by use of pairs of data on the pixels in the same analytic region in the image of the same frame.

4. The image analysis method according to claim 2, wherein the correlation calculation step includes performing the
correlation calculation by use of pairs of data on the pixels in the same analytic region in the images of different frames.

5. The image analysis method according to claim 1, wherein the image acquiring step acquires images of frames, and
the analytic region setting step sets analytic regions for the image of each frame, the analytic regions being the
same regions in the image of each frame, respectively.

6. The image analysis method according to claim 5, wherein the correlation calculation step includes performing the
correlation calculation by use of pairs of data on the pixels in different analytic regions in the image of the same frame.

7. The image analysis method according to claim 5, wherein the correlation calculation step includes performing the
correlation calculation by use of pairs of data on the pixels in different analytic regions in the images of different frames.
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8. The image analysis method according to claim 3, wherein the image of the analytic region is a two-dimensional
image, and
the correlation calculation step performs the correlation calculation by use of the following equation: 

where G2ssa is an autocorrelation value in the same analytic region A1 of the same frame fi, Ifi is data, for example,
fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, x, y are spatial
coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ are variations of the spatial coordinates from the measurement point, Mii
is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the
frame fi, and Mi is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi.

9. The image analysis method according to claim 4, wherein the image of the analytic region is a two-dimensional
image, and
the correlation calculation step performs the correlation calculation by use of the following equation: 

where G2sdc is a cross-correlation value in the same analytic region A1 of a frame fi and a frame fj that are different
from each other, Ifi is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A1 of the frame fi, Ifj is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A1 of the frame fj, x, y are spatial coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ are variations of the spatial coordinates
from the measurement point, Mij is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the image
of the same analytic region A1 of the frame fi and frame fj, Mi is the total number of data on the pixels of the image
of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, and Mj is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic
region A1 of the frame fj.

10. The image analysis method according to claim 6, wherein the image of the analytic region is a two-dimensional
image, and
the correlation calculation step performs the correlation calculation by use of the following equation: 

where G2dsc is a cross-correlation value between different analytic regions A1 and A2 of the same frame fi, I1fi is
data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, I2fi
is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A2 of the frame fi,
x, y are spatial coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ are variations of the spatial coordinates from the meas-
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urement point, M12ii is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the images of the different
analytic regions A1 and A2 of the frame fi, M1i is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic
region A1 of the frame fi, and M2i is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A2 of
the frame fi.

11. The image analysis method according to claim 7, wherein the image of the analytic region is a two-dimensional
image, and
the correlation calculation step performs the correlation calculation by use of the following equation: 

where G2ddc is a cross-correlation value between the analytic region A1 of the frame fi and the analytic region A2 of
the same fj, I1fi is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1
of the frame fi, I2fj is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A2 of the frame fj, x, y are spatial coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ are variations of the spatial coordinates
from the measurement point, M12ij is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the images
of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi and the analytic region A2 of the frame fj, M1i is the total number of data on
the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, and M2j is the total number of data on the pixels of
the image of the analytic region A2 of the frame fj.

12. The image analysis method according to any one of claims 8 to 11, wherein the fitting step performs the fitting by
use of the following equation:

where Gs is a spatial correlation value of RICS, S is the influence of a scan in an analysis of the RICS, G is the
influence of a time delay in the analysis of the RICS, D is a diffusion constant, δr is a pixel size, N is the number of
molecules, ξ, ψ are variations of spatial coordinates, W0 is the lateral radius of an excitation laser beam, Wz is the
longitudinal radius of the excitation laser beam, τp is a pixel time, τ1 is a line time, and τf is a frame time.

13. The image analysis method according to claim 3, wherein the image of the analytic region is a three-dimensional
image, and
the correlation calculation step performs the correlation calculation by use of the following equation: 
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where G3ssa is an autocorrelation value of the same analytic region A1 of the same frame fi, Ifi is data, for example,
fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, x, y, z are spatial
coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ, η are variations of the spatial coordinates from the measurement point,
Mii is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the
frame fi, and Mi is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi.

14. The image analysis method according to claim 4,
wherein the image of the analytic region is a three-dimensional image, and
the correlation calculation step performs the correlation calculation by use of the following equation: 

where G3sdc is a cross-correlation value in the same analytic region A1 of a frame fi and a frame fi that are different
from each other, Ifi is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A1 of the frame fi, Ifj is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A1 of the frame fj, x, y, z are spatial coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ, η are variations of the spatial coordinates
from the measurement point, Mij is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the image
of the same analytic region A1 of the frame fi and frame fj, Mi is the total number of data on the pixels of the image
of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, and Mj is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic
region A1 of the frame fj.

15. The image analysis method according to claim 6, wherein the image of the analytic region is a three-dimensional
image, and
the correlation calculation step performs the correlation calculation by use of the following equation: 

where G3dsc is a cross-correlation value between different analytic regions A1 and A2 of the same frame fi, I1fi is
data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, I2fi
is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A2 of the frame fi,
x, y, z are spatial coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ, η are variations of the spatial coordinates from the
measurement point, M12ii is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the images of the
different analytic regions A1 and A2 of the frame fi, M1i is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the
analytic region A1 of the frame fi, and M2i is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
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A2 of the frame fi.

16. The image analysis method according to claim 7, wherein the image of the analytic region is a three-dimensional
image, 

where G3ddc is a cross-correlation value between the analytic region A1 of the frame fi and the analytic region A2 of
the same fj, I1fi is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1
of the frame fi, I2fj is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A2 of the frame fj, x, y, z are spatial coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ, η are variations of the spatial coordinates
from the measurement point, M12ij is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the images
of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi and the analytic region A2 of the frame fj, M1i is the total number of data on
the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, and M2j is the total number of data on the pixels of
the image of the analytic region A2 of the frame fj.

17. The image analysis method according to any one of claims 13 to 16, wherein the fitting step performs the fitting by
use of the following equation:

where Gs is a spatial correlation value of RICS, S is the influence of a scan in an analysis of the RICS, G is the
influence of a time delay in the analysis of the RICS, D is a diffusion constant, δr is a pixel size, N is the number of
molecules, ξ, ψ, η are variations of spatial coordinates, W0 is the lateral radius of an excitation laser beam, Wz is
the longitudinal radius of the excitation laser beam, τp is a pixel time, τ1 is a line time, and τf is a frame time.

18. The image analysis method according to any one of claims 1 to 17, further comprising a step of estimating the
number of molecules of a molecular species of each component in the analytic region by performing the fitting, and
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calculating the ratio of the molecular species by use of the following equation:

where Ni is the number of molecules of the molecular species of an i-component, PNi is the ratio of the number of
molecules Ni in the molecular species of the i-component, Nk is the number of molecules of the molecular species
of a k-component, and m is the number of components in the multicomponent analysis.

19. The image analysis method according to any one of claims 1 to 18, further comprising a step of reconstructing data
on the pixels in the analytic region, wherein the correlation calculation step performs the correlation calculation by
use of the reconstructed data.

20. The image analysis method according to any one of claims 1 to 19, wherein the image of each frame comprises
pixels the data of which are acquired in a time-series manner by light scanning.

21. The image analysis method according to any one of claims 1 to 20, further comprising a step of displaying a correlation
calculation result.

22. An image analysis apparatus comprising:

an image acquiring section to acquire an image of at least one frame that comprises pixels;
an analytic region setting section to set at least one analytic region for the image of at least one frame;
a data extracting section to extract data on the pixel corresponding to each analytic region;
a time interval setting section to set time intervals for data pairs for use in correlation calculations; and
an analytic processing section to perform a correlation calculation for each of the time intervals by use of the
extracted data, and a fitting for each of the correlation calculation results.

23. The image analysis apparatus according to claim 22, wherein the image acquiring section acquires images of frames,
and
the analytic region setting section sets one analytic region for the image of each frame, the analytic region being
the same region in the image of each frame.

24. The image analysis apparatus according to claim 23, wherein the analytic processing section performs the correlation
calculation by use of pairs of data on the pixels in the same analytic region in the image of the same frame.

25. The image analysis apparatus according to claim 23, wherein the analytic processing section performs the correlation
calculation by use of pairs of data on the pixels in the same analytic region in the images of different frames.

26. The image analysis apparatus according to claim 22, wherein the image acquiring section acquires images of frames,
and
the analytic region setting section sets analytic regions for the image of each frame, the analytic regions being the
same regions in the image of each frame, respectively.

27. The image analysis apparatus according to claim 26, wherein the analytic processing section performs the correlation
calculation by use of pairs of data on the pixels in different analytic regions in the image of the same frame.

28. The image analysis apparatus according to claim 26, wherein the analytic processing section performs the correlation
calculation by use of pairs of data on the pixels in different analytic regions in the images of different frames.
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29. The image analysis apparatus according to claim 24, wherein the image of the analytic region is a two-dimensional
image, and
the analytic processing section performs the correlation calculation by use of the following equation: 

where G2ssa is an autocorrelation value in the same analytic region A1 of the same frame fi, Ifi is data, for example,
fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, x, y are spatial
coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ are variations of the spatial coordinates from the measurement point, Mii
is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the
frame fi, and Mi is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi.

30. The image analysis apparatus according to claim 25, wherein the image of the analytic region is a two-dimensional
image, and
the analytic processing section performs the correlation calculation by use of the following equation: 

where G2sdc is a cross-correlation value in the same analytic region A1 of a frame fi and a frame fj that are different
from each other, Ifi is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A1 of the frame fi, Ifj is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A1 of the frame fj, x, y are spatial coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ are variations of the spatial coordinates
from the measurement point, Mij is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the image
of the same analytic region A1 of the frame fi and frame fj, Mi is the total number of data on the pixels of the image
of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, and Mj is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic
region A1 of the frame fj.

31. The image analysis apparatus according to claim 27, wherein the image of the analytic region is a two-dimensional
image, and
the analytic processing section performs the correlation calculation by use of the following equation:

where G2dsc is a cross-correlation value between different analytic regions A1 and A2 of the same frame fi, I1fi is
data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, 12fi
is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A2 of the frame fi,
x, y are spatial coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ are variations of the spatial coordinates from the meas-
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urement point, M12ii is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the images of the different
analytic regions A1 and A2 of the frame fi, M1i is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic
region A1 of the frame fi, and M2i is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A2 of
the frame fi.

32. The image analysis apparatus according to claim 28, wherein the image of the analytic region is a two-dimensional
image, and
the analytic processing section performs the correlation calculation by use of the following equation: 

where G2ddc is a cross-correlation value between the analytic region A1 of the frame fi and the analytic region A2 of
the same fj, I1fi is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1
of the frame fi, I2fj is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A2 of the frame fj, x, y are spatial coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ are variations of the spatial coordinates
from the measurement point, M12ij is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the images
of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi and the analytic region A2 of the frame fj, M1i is the total number of data on
the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, and M2j is the total number of data on the pixels of
the image of the analytic region A2 of the frame fj.

33. The image analysis apparatus according to any one of claims 29 to 32, wherein the analytic processing section
performs the fitting by use of the following equation: 

where Gs is a spatial correlation value of RICS, S is the influence of a scan in an analysis of the RICS, G is the
influence of a time delay in the analysis of the RICS, D is a diffusion constant, δr is a pixel size, N is the number of
molecules, ξ, ψ are variations of spatial coordinates, W0 is the lateral radius of an excitation laser beam, Wz is the
longitudinal radius of the excitation laser beam, τp is a pixel time, τ1 is a line time, and τf is a frame time.

34. The image analysis apparatus according to claim 24, wherein the image of the analytic region is a three-dimensional
image, and
the analytic processing section performs the correlation calculation by use of the following equation: 
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where G3ssa is an autocorrelation value of the same analytic region A1 of the same frame fi, Ifi is data, for example,
fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, x, y, z are spatial
coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ, η are variations of the spatial coordinates from the measurement point,
Mij is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the
frame fi, and Mi is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi.

35. The image analysis apparatus according to claim 25, wherein the image of the analytic region is a three-dimensional
image, and
the analytic processing section performs the correlation calculation by use of the following Equation: 

where G3sdc is a cross-correlation value in the sane analytic region A1 of a frame fi and a frame fi that are different
from each other, Ifi is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A1 of the frame fi, Ifj is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A1 of the frame fj, x, y, z are spatial coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ, η are variations of the spatial coordinates
from the measurement point, Mij is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the image
of the same analytic region A1 of the frame fi and frame fj, M1 is the total number of data on the pixels of the image
of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, and Mj is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic
region A1 of the frame fj.

36. The image analysis apparatus according to claim 27, wherein the image of the analytic region is a three-dimensional
image, and
the analytic processing section performs the correlation calculation by use of the following equation:

where G3dsc is a cross-correlation value between different analytic regions A1 and A2 of the same frame fi, I1fi is
data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, I2fi
is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A2 of the frame fi,
x, y, z are spatial coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ, η are variations of the spatial coordinates from the
measurement point, M12ii is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the images of the
different analytic regions A1 and A2 of the frame fi, M1i is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the
analytic region A1 of the frame fi, and M2i is the total number of data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
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A2 of the frame fi.

37. The image analysis apparatus according to claim 28, wherein the image of the analytic region is a three-dimensional
image, 

where G3ddc is a cross-correlation value between the analytic region A1 of the frame fi and the analytic region A2 of
the same fj, I1fi is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1
of the frame fi, I2fj is data, for example, fluorescence intensity data on the pixels of the image of the analytic region
A2 of the frame fj, x, y, z are spatial coordinates of a measurement point, ξ, ψ, η are variations of the spatial coordinates
from the measurement point, M12ij is the number of product-sum calculations of the data on the pixels of the images
of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi and the analytic region A2 of the frame fj, M1i is the total number of data on
the pixels of the image of the analytic region A1 of the frame fi, and M2j is the total number of data on the pixels of
the image of the analytic region A2 of the frame fj.

38. The image analysis apparatus according to any one of claims 34 to 37, wherein the analytic processing section
performs the fitting by use of the following equation: 

where Gs is a spatial correlation value of RICS, S is the influence of a scan in an analysis of the RICS, G is the
influence of a time delay in the analysis of the RICS, D is a diffusion constant, δr is a pixel size, N is the number of
molecules, ξ, ψ, η are variations of spatial coordinates, W0 is the lateral radius of an excitation laser beam, Wz is
the longitudinal radius of the excitation laser beam, τp is a pixel time, τ1 is a line time, and τf is a frame time.

39. The image analysis apparatus according to any one of claims 22 to 38, the analytic processing section estimates
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the number of molecules of a molecular species of each component in the analytic region by performing the fitting,
and calculates the ratio of the molecular species by use of the following equation: 

where Ni is the number of molecules of the molecular species of an i-component, PNi is the ratio of the number of
molecules Ni in the molecular species of the i-component, Nk is the number of molecules of the molecular species
of a k-component, and m is the number of components in the multicomponent analysis.

40. The image analysis apparatus according to any one of claims 22 to 39, the analytic processing section reconstructs
data on the pixels in the analytic region, and performs the correlation calculation by use of the reconstructed data.

41. The image analysis apparatus according to any one of claims 22 to 40, wherein the image of each frame comprises
pixels the data of which are acquired in a time-series manner by light scanning.

42. The image analysis apparatus according to any one of claims 22 to 41, further comprising a displaying section to
display a correlation calculation result.
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