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(54) Reverse seam ripper dissector

(57) A surgical instrument includes an elongate body
defining a longitudinal axis, an actuation rod extending
through the elongate body and a tool assembly coupled
to the elongate body. The tool assembly includes a cou-
pling member coupling the tool assembly to the elongate
body and a tool portion pivotally associated with the cou-

pling member. The tool portion includes a projection
member including a blunt end portion and a cutting mem-
ber extending distally outward from the projection mem-
ber. The tool portion is operatively coupled to the actua-
tion rod. Translation of the actuation rod causes pivotal
movement of the tool assembly.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims the benefit of and priority
to U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/779,218,
filed March 13, 2013, the entire disclosure of which is
incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND

Technical Field

[0002] The present disclosure relates to a surgical in-
strument, and more particularly, to a surgical instrument
for dissecting and cutting tissue.

Background of Related Art

[0003] Various surgical procedures are performed in a
minimally invasive manner. This includes forming a small
opening through a body wall of the patient, e.g., in the
abdomen, and inserting only the elongated and small di-
ametered instruments to access the internal body cavi-
ties and organs. In general, prior to the introduction of
the surgical instruments into the patient’s body, insuffla-
tion gases are used to enlarge the area surrounding the
target surgical site to create a larger, more accessible
work area.
[0004] Minimally invasive surgery can reduce both
trauma to the patient and recovery time for procedures
involving small openings. Surgery of this type requires a
great deal of skill in manipulating the long narrow endo-
scopic instruments to a remote site under endoscopic
visualization. In addition, due to the relatively small inte-
rior dimensions, various surgical instruments need to be
switched to perform the required procedure. For exam-
ples, dissecting and cutting tissue typically requires a tis-
sue dissector and a surgical knife, respectively, which
requires the surgeon to switch instruments during the
procedure, which in turn extends the duration of the sur-
gical procedure.
[0005] Therefore, there is a need in the art for an im-
proved surgical instrument for dissecting and cutting tis-
sue. More particularly, there is a need for a single surgical
instrument that performs the functions of dissecting and
cutting tissue.

SUMMARY

[0006] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present disclosure, there is provided a surgical instru-
ment including an elongate body defining a longitudinal
axis, an actuation rod extending through the elongate
body and a tool assembly coupled to the elongate body.
The tool assembly includes a coupling member coupling
the tool assembly to the elongate body and a tool portion
pivotally associated with the coupling member. The tool

portion includes a projection member including a sub-
stantially blunt end portion and a cutting member extend-
ing distally outward from the projection member. In par-
ticular, the tool portion is operatively coupled to the ac-
tuation rod. Translation of the actuation rod causes piv-
otal movement of the tool portion.
[0007] In an embodiment, the cutting member may in-
clude a portion in a substantially orthogonal relation with
the projection member. In addition, the tool portion may
define a gap between the projection member and the
cutting member. The gap may be configured and dimen-
sioned to receive tissue therein.
[0008] In an embodiment, the surgical instrument may
further include a sheath slidably disposed in the coupling
member of the tool assembly. In particular, the sheath is
movable between a retracted position in which the sheath
is disposed entirely in the coupling member and an ex-
tended position in which the sheath covers the tool por-
tion. Alternatively, the surgical instrument may include a
sheath detachably coupled to the coupling member. The
sheath may be configured and dimensioned to enclose
and seal the tool portion. In particular, the sheath may
be made of a biocompatible fabric including perforations.
[0009] In addition, the surgical instrument may further
include an articulation neck assembly including a plurality
of articulation links pivotally coupled to each other and a
pair of articulation cables interconnecting the plurality of
articulation links. The articulation neck assembly may in-
terconnect the elongate body and the tool assembly. The
articulation neck assembly may further include a rotata-
ble hub defining a helical groove on an outer wall thereof.
Proximal ends of the pair of articulation cables may be
configured and adapted to slidably engage the helical
groove, whereby rotation of the rotatable hub translates
the pair of articulation cables in opposite directions.
[0010] In an embodiment, the surgical instrument may
further include a linkage member pivotally interconnect-
ing the tool portion and the actuation rod. The tool portion
may include a torsion spring configured to provide bias
toward a neutral position in which the projection member
is substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis. A portion
of the coupling member of the tool assembly may define
a cutout portion configured and dimensioned to receive
at least a portion of the tool assembly when the tool por-
tion pivots.
[0011] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present disclosure, there is provided a surgical instru-
ment including a handle assembly including an actuation
knob and a slider, an elongate body defining a longitudi-
nal axis and extending distally from the handle assembly,
a tool assembly coupled to the elongate body, a sheath
slidably disposed in the tool assembly, an actuation rod
extending through the elongate body, and a translation
rod operatively interconnecting the sheath with the slider.
In particular, the tool assembly includes a coupling mem-
ber and a tool portion pivotally associated with the cou-
pling member. The tool portion includes a projection
member including a blunt end portion and a cutting mem-
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ber connected to the projection member. The sheath is
movable between a retracted position in which the sheath
is concentrically disposed within the coupling member
and an extended position in which the sheath encloses
the tool portion. The actuation rod operatively connects
the actuation knob with the tool portion. In particular,
translation of the actuation rod pivots the tool portion and
translation of the translation rod moves the sheath be-
tween the retracted and extended positions.
[0012] In an embodiment, the cutting member may de-
fine an acute angle with respect to the longitudinal axis.
The cutting member may be connected to the projection
member in an orthogonal relation. The elongate body
may define an outer wall and an inner wall. The transla-
tion rod may be slidably interposed between the outer
wall and the inner wall. The tool assembly may be rotat-
able about the longitudinal axis.
[0013] In an embodiment, the actuation rod may be
coupled to a biasing member, whereby the tool portion
is biased toward a neutral position in which the projection
member is substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis.
In addition, the translation rod may be coupled to a bias-
ing member, whereby the sheath is biased toward the
retracted position.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014] Various embodiments of the present disclosure
are described hereinbelow with reference to the draw-
ings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a side view of a surgical instrument in ac-
cordance with an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure;
FIG. 2 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of the
surgical instrument of FIG. 1;
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along section
line 3-3 in FIG. 2;
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the area of detail
indicated in FIG. 2;
FIG. 5 is a partial perspective view of a tool assembly
of the surgical instrument of FIG. 1 illustrating a
sheath in an extended position;
FIG. 6 is a partial cross-sectional view of a handle
assembly of the surgical instrument of FIG. 1 illus-
trating rotation of an articulation knob;
FIG. 7 is a partial cross-sectional view of an articu-
lation neck assembly of the surgical instrument of
FIG. 1 when the articulation knob is rotated;
FIG. 8 is a partial perspective view of the surgical
instrument of FIG. 1 illustrating an actuation knob in
a neutral position;
FIG. 9 is a partial perspective view of the surgical
instrument of FIG. 8 illustrating actuation of the ac-
tuation knob;
FIG. 10 is a partial cross-sectional view of the sur-
gical instrument of FIG. 9 illustrating actuation of the
actuation knob;

FIG. 11 is an exploded perspective view of a tool
portion of a tool assembly of the surgical instrument
of FIG. 1 with parts separated;
FIG. 12 is a partial cross-sectional view of the sur-
gical instrument of FIG. 1 when the tool assembly is
in a neutral position;
FIG. 13 is a partial cross-sectional view of the sur-
gical instrument of FIG. 1 illustrating pivotal move-
ment of the tool portion of the tool assembly;
FIG. 14 is a partial cross-sectional view of a surgical
instrument in accordance with an embodiment of the
present disclosure;
FIG. 15 is a partial perspective view of a surgical
instrument in accordance with an embodiment of the
present disclosure;
FIG. 16 is a partial perspective view of a surgical
instrument in accordance with an embodiment of the
present disclosure illustrating a tool portion of a tool
assembly in a neutral position; and
FIG. 17 is a partial perspective view of the surgical
instrument of FIG. 16 illustrating pivotal movement
of the tool portion of the tool assembly.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0015] Certain exemplary embodiments will now be
described to provide an overall understanding of the prin-
ciples of the structure, function, manufacture, and use of
the devices and methods disclosed herein. One or more
examples of these embodiments are illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings. Those skilled in the art will under-
stand that the devices and methods specifically de-
scribed herein and illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings are non-limiting exemplary embodiments and that
the scope of the present disclosure is defined solely by
the claims. The features illustrated or described in con-
nection with one exemplary embodiment may be com-
bined with the features of other embodiments. Such mod-
ifications and variations are intended to be included with-
in the scope of the present disclosure.
[0016] As used herein, the term "distal," as is conven-
tional, will refer to that portion of the instrument, appara-
tus, device or component thereof which is farther from
the user while, the term "proximal," will refer to that portion
of the instrument, apparatus, device or component there-
of which is closer to the user.
[0017] With reference to FIG. 1, there is illustrated a
surgical instrument 100 for dissecting and cutting tissue
and adhesion in accordance with an embodiment of the
present disclosure. Surgical instrument 100 includes a
handle assembly 10, an elongate body 30 extending dis-
tally from handle assembly 10, an articulation neck as-
sembly 40 secured to a distal portion of elongate body
30 and a tool assembly 60 operatively coupled to handle
assembly 10 and extending distally from articulation neck
assembly 40. Tool assembly 60 includes a coupling
member 65 and a tool portion 70 including a substantially
blunt dissector 62 configured and adapted to dissect tis-
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sue and a cutting member 66 configured to cut tissue or
adhesion, as will be described in detail below.
[0018] With reference now to FIGS. 2 and 3, handle
assembly 10 includes a slider 16, an articulation knob 18
and an actuation knob 20. Slider 16 is operatively coupled
with a sheath 72 configured and dimensioned to cover
tool portion 70 of tool assembly 60 when tool portion 70
is not in use (FIG. 5), as will be discussed in detail below.
Articulation knob 18 may be rotated to provide articulation
of articulation neck assembly 40 to enable, for example,
a side-to-side, movement of tool assembly 60 (FIG. 7).
Actuation knob 20 may be moved distally to pivot tool
assembly 60 (FIG. 13), as will be described in detail be-
low. Additionally, actuation knob 20 may be rotated about
a longitudinal axis "X-X" (FIG. 1) of the surgical instru-
ment 100 to selectively position tool assembly 60 to any
rotational orientation about longitudinal axis "X-X.".
[0019] With reference now to FIGS. 2-5, slider 16 is
operatively coupled with a sheath 72 movable between
a retracted position in which the entire sheath 72 is con-
centrically positioned in coupling member 65 adjacent
articulation neck assembly 40 (FIG. 2) and an extended
position in which sheath 72 covers tool portion 70 entirely
when tool portion 70 is not in use (FIG. 5). In this manner,
inadvertent contact of tool portion 70 with tissue during,
for example, insertion and removal of surgical instrument
100, into and from the patient may be avoided. Slider 16
is slidably disposed in a slot 32 (FIGS. 4 and 8) defined
in elongate body 30. In particular, slider 16 is operatively
attached to translation rod 17 that is coupled to sheath
72. Translation rod 17 extends through elongate body 30
and at least partially into coupling member 65 of tool as-
sembly 60.
[0020] With particular reference to FIGS. 2 and 4, elon-
gate body 30 defines an annular space 199 (FIG. 4) be-
tween inner and outer walls 30a, 30b. Translation rod 17
is slidably placed in annular space 199 between outer
wall 30a and inner wall 30b of elongate body 30, whereby
translation of slider 16 in the direction of arrow "D" (FIG.
4) by the surgeon causes concomitant translation of
translation rod 17 in space 199, which in turn places
sheath 72 in the extended position. In particular, trans-
lation rod 17 conforms to the contour or curvature of an-
nular space 199 of elongate body 30 to reduce the thick-
ness of elongate body 30 and to facilitate sliding move-
ment of translation rod 17 between outer and inner walls
30a, 30b of elongate body 30. Alternatively, translation
rod 17 may be a tubular member slidably disposed be-
tween inner and outer walls 30a, 30b of elongate body
30. Such configuration may provide a more secure con-
nection with and control of sheath 72.
[0021] Additionally, slider 16 is operatively coupled
with a biasing member 21 such as an elastic band an-
chored to a proximal portion of elongate body 30. Under
such configuration, sheath 72 is biased toward the re-
tracted position, whereby the surgeon can slide slider 16
in the direction of arrow "D" to cover tool portion 70 when
needed. When slider 16 is moved to the distal-most po-

sition (as shown in phantom in FIG. 4), sheath 72 is po-
sitioned in the extended position (FIG. 5).
[0022] With particular reference to FIG. 5, sheath 72
is a cylindrically shaped member slidably supported in
coupling member 65 of tool assembly 60. Sheath 72 sl-
idably and concentrically engages inner wall 65b (FIG.
3) of coupling member 65. Sheath 72 defines a channel
configured and dimensioned to receive tool portion 70
including a blunt dissector 62 and a cutting member 66
therethrough. While sheath 72 is movable between the
fully retracted and fully extended positions, it is also en-
visioned that sheath 72 may partially cover tool portion
70, such that the surgeon may utilize blunt dissector 62
while cutting member 66 is covered by sheath 72. It is
contemplated that a locking mechanism (not shown) may
be added to slider 16 to lock sheath 72 at a desired lon-
gitudinal position with respect to tool portion 70.
[0023] With reference back to FIGS. 2 and 3, handle
assembly 10 further includes articulation knob 18 to en-
able, for example, a side-to-side, movement of tool as-
sembly 60 at articulation neck assembly 40. Articulation
knob 18 is rotatably secured to a distal end of elongate
body 30. In particular, articulation knob 18 is rotatably
coupled with a rotatable hub 22 rotatably disposed within
elongate body 30 for concomitant rotation therewith. Ro-
tatable hub 22 defines a helical groove 25 on an outer
surface of thereof. Rotatable hub 22 further includes a
pair of arms 27a, 27b (FIG. 3) each having a respective
finger 29a, 29b. Each finger 29a, 29b is configured and
adapted to slidably engage helical groove 25 of rotatable
hub 22. A distal end of each arm 27a, 27b is coupled with
respective articulation cable 44a, 44b (FIG. 3). When ar-
ticulation neck assembly 40 is in a neutral position, as
shown in FIG. 3, articulation neck assembly 40 is aligned
with a longitudinal axis "X-X" (FIG. 1) of surgical instru-
ment 100, and fingers 29a, 29b are aligned at a longitu-
dinal position. However, upon rotation of articulation knob
18 about longitudinal axis "X-X," in either direction "CW,"
"CCW" (FIG. 6), fingers 29a, 29b travel in opposite lon-
gitudinal directions along helical groove 25 of rotatable
hub 22. In this manner, one of arms 27a, 27b pulls the
respective articulation cable 44a, 44b proximally and the
other arm 27a, 27b is pulled by the other articulation cable
44a, 44b distally. The simultaneous translation of artic-
ulation cables 44a, 44b in opposite directions "P," "D"
(FIG. 7) enables articulation of articulation neck assem-
bly 40, which in turn provides a side-to-side movement
of tool assembly 60, as will be described in detail here-
inbelow. While articulations cables 44a, 44b are two sep-
arate cables 44a, 44b, independently attached to distal-
most link 42d, it is also envisioned that articulation cables
44a, 44b can be a single cable connected through distal-
most link 42d. It is also envisioned that articulation knob
18 enables rotational movement of tool assembly 60.
[0024] With reference back to FIG. 3, handle assembly
10 includes actuation knob 20 operatively connected to
an actuation rod 24. Actuation rod 24 extends through
the entire length of elongate body 30 and is operatively
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coupled to tool assembly 60. Actuation rod 24 is config-
ured and dimensioned to extend through articulation
knob 18 and rotatable hub 22. In particular, actuation rod
24 may be relatively flexible to accommodate articulation
of articulation neck assembly 40. Flexibility may be
achieved in any number of ways. For example, actuation
rod 24 may be comprised of a flexible material, may in-
clude segments and/or may have material removed from
it, such as grooves, to increase flexibility.
[0025] With continued reference to FIG. 3, actuation
rod 24 extends through elongate body 30 and at least
partially into tool assembly 60. Elongate body 30 includes
an anchor wall 81 extending radially inward and defining
a bore configured and dimensioned to receive actuation
rod 24 therethrough. Actuation rod 24 further includes a
stopper 19 fixedly attached to actuation rod 24 and trans-
lates with actuation rod 24 as a unitary construct. Stopper
19 is configured and adapted to secure a biasing member
82 thereto. Under such configuration, biasing member
82 is positioned between stopper 19 and anchor wall 81
of elongate body 30. The bore defined in anchor wall 81
is dimensioned to only receive actuation rod 24 there-
through. In this manner, when actuation knob 20 is moved
in the direction of arrow "D" (FIG. 8), actuation rod 24 is
translated distally (FIG. 9), and thereby compressing bi-
asing member 82 (FIG. 10) between stopper 19 and an-
chor wall 81. Translating actuation rod 24 pivots tool por-
tion 70 of tool assembly 60 about pivot 69 (FIG. 2), as
will be discussed in detail hereinbelow. Under such con-
figuration, tool assembly 60 is biased toward a neutral
position (FIGS. 1 and 2), whereby release of actuation
knob 20 allows biasing member 82 to expand and urges
stopper 19 proximally, which moves actuation rod 24
proximally and positions tool portion 70 of tool assembly
60 in the neutral position. It is also contemplated that a
locking mechanism (not shown) may be added to handle
assembly 10 to lock tool portion 70 in a desired rotated
position. Reference may be made to U.S. Patent No.
8,336,754, filed on February 4, 2011, and U.S. Patent
Application Publication No. 2013/0012983, filed on July
9, 2012, the entire contents of each of which are incor-
porated herein by reference, for a detailed discussion of
the construction and operation of a locking mechanism.
[0026] With reference now to FIGS. 1 and 8-10, when
actuation knob 20 is in a neutral position (FIG. 8), blunt
dissector 62 of tool assembly 60 is substantially parallel
to the longitudinal axis "X-X." However, when actuation
knob 20 is moved distally (FIG. 9) tool portion 70 pivots
against the bias of biasing member 82 (FIG. 13). Release
of actuation knob 20 urges tool portion 70 back in the
neutral position in which blunt dissector 62 is substan-
tially parallel to the longitudinal axis "X-X."
[0027] With reference back to FIGS. 2 and 3, elongate
body 30 defines a working channel 35 dimensioned and
configured to accommodate rotatable hub 22, actuation
rod 24, and articulation cable 44a, 44b, as described
hereinabove. While elongate body 30, as shown, is sub-
stantially straight, it is also contemplated that elongate

body 30 may be relatively flexible to facilitate insertion
into a patient’s body. A distal portion of elongate body 30
is coupled with articulation neck assembly 40. Articula-
tion neck assembly 40 includes a plurality of articulation
links 42. Each articulation link 42 is pivotally associated
with at least one adjacent articulation link 42. In addition,
each articulation link 42 has a semi-spherical shape,
which defines a gap 43 between adjacent articulation
links 42. Such gap 43 enables pivotal movement of each
link 42. In addition, each link 42 defines a bore on each
opposing side of link 42 with respect to pivot axis 45 (FIG.
3). Each bore is configured and dimensioned to receive
respective articulation cable 44a, 44b, therethrough. In
particular, distal-most link 42d is securely connected to
articulation cables 44a, 44b. In this manner, translation
of articulation cables 44a, 44b in opposite directions en-
ables articulation movement of neck assembly 40, there-
by enabling, for example, a side-to-side, movement of
tool assembly 60 (FIG. 7).
[0028] With reference now to FIGS. 1 and 11, tool as-
sembly 60 is operatively coupled to handle assembly 10
and extends distally from articulation neck assembly 40.
Tool assembly 60 includes a tool portion 70 and coupling
member 65. Tool portion 70 includes a blunt dissector
62 having a projection member 75 and a blunt end portion
67 at a distal end thereof. Blunt end portion 67 is config-
ured and adapted to dissect tissue, and projection mem-
ber 75 is longitudinally tapered to facilitate dissection of
tissue, as well as insertion into the body cavity. Blunt
dissector 62 may be substantially blunt in that it may have
an end with squared-off edges, at least one slightly round-
ed edge or a slightly rounded tip. Cutting member 66
extends distally outward from projection member 75. In
particular, cutting member 66 may define a substantially
L-shaped member. Alternatively, cutting member 66 may
define a curved or straight shape. Cutting member 66
and blunt dissector 62 may be formed monolithically or
integrally. Cutting member 66 may be positioned above,
below, or to either side of blunt dissector 62. Cutting
member 66 includes a knife blade 68 configured and
adapted to cut tissue and adhesion. Knife blade 68 ex-
tends from a portion of cutting member 66 adjacent blunt
dissector 62 to a portion of cutting member 66 substan-
tially parallel to blunt dissector 62. In order to facilitate
cutting of tissue and adhesion, knife blade 68 may define
an acute angle with respect to blunt dissector 62. Alter-
natively, knife blade 68 may define an arcuate portion
(not shown) to facilitate cutting of tissue.
[0029] With particular reference to FIGS. 11-13, tool
portion 70 defines a pivot bore 72 configured and dimen-
sioned to receive pivot pin 74 to pivotally secure tool por-
tion 70 to coupling member 65. In addition, tool portion
70 further defines an actuation linkage bore 76 config-
ured and dimensioned to receive a linkage pin 78. Tool
portion 70 is coupled to actuation rod 24 through a pair
of pivotally connected linkage members 79a, 79b. Link-
age members 79a, 79b are pivotally connected by link-
age pins 78.
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[0030] With particular reference to FIGS. 12 and 13,
tool portion 70 is pivotally connected to coupling member
65 and operatively coupled to actuation rod 24 through
linkage members 79a, 79b. Under such configuration, as
actuation knob 20 is moved distally, actuation rod 24 is
translated distally in the direction of arrow "D." Actuation
rod 24 pushes pivotally connected linkage members 79a,
79b distally, which results in pivotal movement of tool
assembly 60 in the direction of "R" about pivot point 69.
[0031] Actuation knob 20 can be moved for pivotal
movement of tool portion 70 in the direction of arrow "R."
However, it is also envisioned that actuation rod 24 may
be modified such that when an actuation knob is moved
distally, tool portion 70 rotates in the direction of arrow
"R," but when the actuation knob is moved proximally,
tool portion 70 rotates in the direction opposite of arrow
"R."
[0032] In use, the surgeon creates an incision for ex-
ample, in the abdomen, of a patient. A portal, known to
those skilled in the art, may optionally be inserted into
the incision to prevent the incision from closing. Refer-
ence may be made to U.S. Patent Application Publication
Nos. 2012/0245427, filed on February 10, 2012, and
2012/0283520, filed on April 5, 2012, the entire contents
of each of which are incorporated herein by reference,
for a detailed discussion of the construction and opera-
tion of a portal. Surgical instrument 100 with sheath 72
in the extended position is inserted into the body cavity
of the patient. After surgical instrument 100 is positioned
in the body cavity, the surgeon may then manipulate han-
dle assembly 100 to orient tool assembly 60 toward the
target site. Through articulation of neck assembly 40 and
rotation of tool assembly 60, tool assembly 60 can be
properly positioned adjacent the target site.
[0033] After surgical instrument 100 has been properly
positioned adjacent the surgical site, the surgeon may
partially retract sheath 72 to expose blunt dissector 62
to the surgical site. The surgeon can use blunt end portion
67 to dissect the desire tissue. Thereafter, the surgeon
may retract sheath 72 entirely (if needed) such that the
entire tool portion 70 is exposed to the surgical site. The
surgeon can then use cutting member 66 to cut tissue
and/or adhesion. Upon completion of dissection and/or
cutting of tissue, the surgeon can place sheath 72 in the
extended position to cover tool portion 70. Thereafter,
the surgeon may remove surgical instrument 100 from
the surgical site.
[0034] With reference now to FIG. 14, there is shown
a tool assembly 560 in accordance with another embod-
iment of the present disclosure. In contrast to tool as-
sembly 60, tool assembly 560 utilizes a torsion spring
580. However, other parts of tool assembly 560 are sub-
stantially identical to tool assembly 60 and will not be
discussed herein. Torsion spring 580 is securely an-
chored to supports 591 provided on an inner wall of cou-
pling member 565 of tool assembly 560. Tool assembly
560 is biased toward a neutral position in which a blunt
dissector 562 is substantially parallel to a longitudinal

axis "Y-Y" defined by an elongate body 530. Alternatively,
tool assembly 560 is biased toward a neutral position in
which a knife blade 568 is substantially orthogonal to the
longitudinal axis "Y-Y." However, supports 591 may be
positioned such that blunt dissector 562 defines a more
desirable angle with respect to the longitudinal axis "Y-
Y" in the neutral position. Torsion spring 580 enables tool
assembly 560 to rotatably adjust the angle of blunt dis-
sector 562 with respect to the longitudinal axis "Y-Y"
based on the thickness and/or contour of tissue or adhe-
sion. Tool assembly 560 may rotate in the direction of
either "U" or "D" based on the thickness or contour of
tissue or adhesion. The rotatably adjustable character-
istic of tool assembly 560 further reduces trauma to the
cutting surface of tissue or adhesion. Moreover, such
configuration may simplify the configuration of the surgi-
cal instrument by eliminating various parts of the surgical
instrument such as, for example, actuation knob 20 and
linkage members 79a, 79b, and thereby lowering the
manufacturing costs.
[0035] With reference now to FIG. 15, it is further con-
templated that a tool assembly 760 may include a remov-
able sheath 772 that is made of, for example, biocom-
patible fabric. Tool assembly 760 is sterilized and pack-
aged with sheath 772 covering the entire tool portion 770.
Sheath 772 includes a perforated portion or break 773
for easy tearing or detachment by the surgeon. In partic-
ular, sheath 772 includes a plurality of strings 799 at-
tached to various points on a distal portion of sheath 772
such that when the surgeon pulls strings 799 remotely,
sheath 772 tears along break 773 and detaches from
coupling member 765, and thereby exposing tool portion
770. The removal of sheath 772 can be done once tool
assembly 760 has been placed near the desired surgical
site. Sheath 772 can be attached to coupling member
765 by, for example, a biocompatible adhesive.
[0036] With reference to FIGS. 16 and 17, it is further
contemplated that a tool assembly 960 in accordance
with another embodiment of the present disclosure, in-
cludes a tool portion 970 and a coupling member 965.
Tool portion 970 is substantially identical to tool portions
70, 570. However, coupling member 965 defines a cutout
portion 999 such that tool portion 970 pivotally associated
with coupling member 965 has a greater degree of rota-
tional freedom with respect to coupling member 965. By
providing a greater degree of rotational freedom, the sur-
geon can better manipulate tool portion 970, which may
reduce trauma to the patient and shorten the duration of
surgical procedure.
[0037] Although the illustrative embodiments of the
present disclosure have been described herein with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings, the above de-
scription, disclosure, and figures should not be construed
as limiting, but merely as exemplifications of particular
embodiments. Persons skilled in the art will understand
that the devices and methods specifically described here-
in and illustrated in the accompanying drawings are non-
limiting exemplary embodiments. For example, one
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skilled in the art may contemplate utilizing surgical instru-
ment 100 in an open surgery. It is to be understood, there-
fore, that the disclosure is not limited to those precise
embodiments, and that various other changes and mod-
ifications may be effected therein by one skilled in the art
without departing from the scope or spirit of the disclo-
sure.
[0038] The invention may be described by reference
to the following numbered paragraphs:-

1. A surgical instrument comprising:

an elongate body defining a longitudinal axis;
an actuation rod extending through the elongate
body; and
a tool assembly coupled to the elongate body,
the tool assembly including:

a coupling member coupled to the elongate
body,
a tool portion pivotally associated with the
coupling member, the tool portion including
a projection member including a substan-
tially blunt end portion and a cutting member
extending distally outward from the projec-
tion member, the tool portion operatively
coupled to the actuation rod, wherein trans-
lation of the actuation rod causes pivotal
movement of the tool portion.

2. The surgical instrument according to paragraph
1, wherein the cutting member includes a portion in
an orthogonal relation with the projection member.

3. The surgical instrument according to paragraph
1, wherein the tool portion defines a gap between
the projection member and the cutting member, the
gap being configured and dimensioned to receive
tissue therein.

4. The surgical instrument according to paragraph
1, further comprising a sheath slidably disposed in
the coupling member, wherein the sheath is movable
between a retracted position in which the sheath is
disposed entirely in the coupling member and an ex-
tended position in which the sheath covers the tool
portion.

5. The surgical instrument according to paragraph
1, further comprising an articulation neck assembly
including a plurality of articulation links pivotally cou-
pled to each other and a pair of articulation cables
interconnecting the plurality of articulation links, the
articulation neck assembly interconnecting the elon-
gate body and the tool assembly.

6. The surgical instrument according to paragraph
5, wherein the articulation neck assembly further in-

cludes a rotatable hub defining a helical groove on
an outer wall thereof, wherein proximal ends of the
pair of articulation cables are configured and adapt-
ed to slidably engage the helical groove, whereby
rotation of the rotatable hub translates the pair of
articulation cables in opposite directions.

7. The surgical instrument according to paragraph
1, further comprising a linkage member pivotally in-
terconnecting the tool portion and the actuation rod.

8. The surgical instrument according to paragraph
1, wherein the tool assembly includes a torsion
spring configured to provide bias toward a neutral
position in which the projection member is parallel
to the longitudinal axis.

9. The surgical instrument according to paragraph
1, further comprising a sheath detachably coupled
to the coupling member, the sheath configured and
dimensioned to enclose and seal the tool portion.

10. The surgical instrument according to paragraph
1, wherein the sheath is made of a biocompatible
fabric including perforations.

11. The surgical instrument according to paragraph
1, wherein a portion of the coupling member defines
a cutout portion configured and dimensioned to re-
ceive at least a portion of the tool assembly when
the tool portion pivots.

12. A surgical instrument comprising:

a handle assembly including an actuation knob
and a slider;
an elongate body defining a longitudinal axis and
extending distally from the handle assembly;
a tool assembly coupled to the elongate body,
the tool assembly including:

a coupling member, and
a tool portion pivotally associated with the
coupling member, the tool portion including
a projection member including a blunt end
portion and a cutting member connected to
the projection member;

a sheath slidably disposed in the coupling mem-
ber, the sheath is movable between a retracted
position in which the sheath is concentrically dis-
posed within the coupling member and an ex-
tended position in which the sheath encloses
the tool portion;
an actuation rod extending through the elongate
body, the actuation rod operatively interconnect-
ing the actuation knob with the tool portion; and
a translation rod operatively interconnecting the
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sheath with the slider, wherein translation of the
actuation rod pivots the tool portion and trans-
lation of the translation rod moves the sheath
between the retracted and extended positions.

13. The surgical instrument according to paragraph
12, wherein the cutting member defines an acute
angle with respect to the longitudinal axis.

14. The surgical instrument according to paragraph
12, wherein the cutting member is connected to the
projection member in an orthogonal relation.

15. The surgical instrument according to paragraph
12, wherein the elongate body defines an outer wall
and an inner wall, the translation rod being slidably
interposed between the outer wall and the inner wall.

16. The surgical instrument according to paragraph
12, further comprising an articulation neck assembly
including a plurality of articulation links pivotally cou-
pled to each other and a pair of articulation cables
interconnecting the plurality of articulation links.

17. The surgical instrument according to paragraph
16, wherein the articulation neck assembly further
includes a rotatable hub defining a helical groove on
an outer wall thereof, wherein proximal ends of the
pair of articulation cables are configured and adapt-
ed to slidably engage the helical groove, whereby
rotation of the rotatable hub translates the pair of
articulation cables in opposite directions.

18. The surgical instrument according to paragraph
12, wherein the tool assembly is rotatable about the
longitudinal axis.

19. The surgical instrument according to paragraph
12, wherein the actuation rod is coupled to a biasing
member, whereby the tool portion is biased toward
a neutral position in which the projection member is
parallel to the longitudinal axis.

20. The surgical instrument according to paragraph
12, wherein the translation rod is coupled to a biasing
member, whereby the sheath is biased toward the
retracted position.

Claims

1. A surgical instrument comprising:

an elongate body defining a longitudinal axis;
an actuation rod extending through the elongate
body; and
a tool assembly coupled to the elongate body,
the tool assembly including:

a coupling member coupled to the elongate
body,
a tool portion pivotally associated with the
coupling member, the tool portion including
a projection member including a substan-
tially blunt end portion and a cutting member
extending distally outward from the projec-
tion member, the tool portion operatively
coupled to the actuation rod, wherein trans-
lation of the actuation rod causes pivotal
movement of the tool portion.

2. The surgical instrument according to claim 1, where-
in the cutting member includes a portion in an or-
thogonal relation with the projection member.

3. The surgical instrument according to claim 1 or claim
2, wherein the tool portion defines a gap between
the projection member and the cutting member, the
gap being configured and dimensioned to receive
tissue therein.

4. The surgical instrument according to any preceding
claim, further comprising a sheath slidably disposed
in the coupling member, wherein the sheath is mov-
able between a retracted position in which the sheath
is disposed entirely in the coupling member and an
extended position in which the sheath covers the tool
portion.

5. The surgical instrument according to any preceding
claim, further comprising an articulation neck assem-
bly including a plurality of articulation links pivotally
coupled to each other and a pair of articulation cables
interconnecting the plurality of articulation links, the
articulation neck assembly interconnecting the elon-
gate body and the tool assembly, preferably wherein
the articulation neck assembly further includes a ro-
tatable hub defining a helical groove on an outer wall
thereof, wherein proximal ends of the pair of articu-
lation cables are configured and adapted to slidably
engage the helical groove, whereby rotation of the
rotatable hub translates the pair of articulation cables
in opposite directions.

6. The surgical instrument according to any preceding
claim, further comprising a linkage member pivotally
interconnecting the tool portion and the actuation
rod, and/or wherein the tool assembly includes a tor-
sion spring configured to provide bias toward a neu-
tral position in which the projection member is par-
allel to the longitudinal axis.

7. The surgical instrument according to any preceding
claim, further comprising a sheath detachably cou-
pled to the coupling member, the sheath configured
and dimensioned to enclose and seal the tool por-
tion, preferably wherein the sheath is made of a bio-
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compatible fabric including perforations.

8. The surgical instrument according to any preceding
claim, wherein a portion of the coupling member de-
fines a cutout portion configured and dimensioned
to receive at least a portion of the tool assembly when
the tool portion pivots.

9. A surgical instrument comprising:

a handle assembly including an actuation knob
and a slider;
an elongate body defining a longitudinal axis and
extending distally from the handle assembly;
a tool assembly coupled to the elongate body,
the tool assembly including:

a coupling member, and
a tool portion pivotally associated with the
coupling member, the tool portion including
a projection member including a blunt end
portion and a cutting member connected to
the projection member;

a sheath slidably disposed in the coupling mem-
ber, the sheath is movable between a retracted
position in which the sheath is concentrically dis-
posed within the coupling member and an ex-
tended position in which the sheath encloses
the tool portion;
an actuation rod extending through the elongate
body, the actuation rod operatively interconnect-
ing the actuation knob with the tool portion; and
a translation rod operatively interconnecting the
sheath with the slider, wherein translation of the
actuation rod pivots the tool portion and trans-
lation of the translation rod moves the sheath
between the retracted and extended positions.

10. The surgical instrument according to claim 9, where-
in the cutting member defines an acute angle with
respect to the longitudinal axis, and/or wherein the
cutting member is connected to the projection mem-
ber in an orthogonal relation.

11. The surgical instrument according to claim 9 or claim
10, wherein the elongate body defines an outer wall
and an inner wall, the translation rod being slidably
interposed between the outer wall and the inner wall.

12. The surgical instrument according to any of claims
9 to 11, further comprising an articulation neck as-
sembly including a plurality of articulation links piv-
otally coupled to each other and a pair of articulation
cables interconnecting the plurality of articulation
links, preferably wherein the articulation neck as-
sembly further includes a rotatable hub defining a
helical groove on an outer wall thereof, wherein prox-

imal ends of the pair of articulation cables are con-
figured and adapted to slidably engage the helical
groove, whereby rotation of the rotatable hub trans-
lates the pair of articulation cables in opposite direc-
tions.

13. The surgical instrument according to any of claims
9 to 12, wherein the tool assembly is rotatable about
the longitudinal axis.

14. The surgical instrument according to any of claims
9 to 13, wherein the actuation rod is coupled to a
biasing member, whereby the tool portion is biased
toward a neutral position in which the projection
member is parallel to the longitudinal axis.

15. The surgical instrument according to any of claims
9 to 14, wherein the translation rod is coupled to a
biasing member, whereby the sheath is biased to-
ward the retracted position.
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