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(54) Method and apparatus for friend discovery

(57) A nearby friend discovery method is provided,
including: generating, by an electronic device, an access
point (AP) list identifying one or more access points
(APs), the AP list being generated based on the strength
of signals received from the access points; transmitting
the AP list from the electronic device to a server; receiv-
ing, by the electronic device from the server, a user list,
the user list including an indication of one or more users
who are located within a signal range of at least one of
the access points identified in the AP list and who have
previously exchanged one or more communications with
a user of the electronic device; and displaying the user
list.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates to electronic de-
vices and more particularly to a method and apparatus
for friend discovery.

BACKGROUND

[0002] As the development of information communica-
tion technology spurs progress to the information-orient-
ed society, the network is becoming one of the most in-
evitable and significant infrastructures. The network de-
notes a plurality nodes or connection points connected
to each other through communication links. A network
may be connected to another network and include sub-
networks. The most typical network topologies include
bus, star, and ring topologies, and a network is classified
into one of Local Area Network (LAN), Metropolitan Area
Network (MAN), and Wide Area Network (WAN) depend-
ing on the spatial distance.
[0003] The terminals connected to the network may
exchange files or images among each other and perform
web search and electronic mailing.
[0004] The network service may be classified into one
of a wired network service and a wireless network serv-
ice. The wired network service is the wire link-based con-
nection service using a personal computer equipped with
Dial-up Modem, Cable modem, or Asymmetric Digital
Subscriber Line/Very High Data Rate Digital Subscriber
Line (ADSL/VDSL) modem; and the wireless network
service is the wireless link-based connection service
based on Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) modem
or Wireless Local Area Network (WLAN) card supporting
connection to the cellular network or WLAN.
[0005] Among the wireless network services, the
WLAN service for connection to the Internet through a
WLAN denotes the communication service in the network
environment from a hub to the respective terminals using
electric wave or ray (light) instead of any wired cable.
The WLAN is advantageous to compensate for the short-
comings of the legacy communication technologies. The
legacy cellular communication network has superiority in
view of mobility and transmission coverage but also in-
feriority in view of data rate as compared to the wired
network. Meanwhile, Bluetooth is very useful for commu-
nication within a short range of a few meters around the
user’s working space but inferior in view of mobility and
coverage. Although the wired network shows superiority
in view of data rate, it cannot guarantee mobility.
[0006] Through the comparison among the various
communication technologies, it is noted that the WLAN
is superior to the wired network in view of mobility, to the
cellular network in view of data rate, and to the Bluetooth
in view of coverage. Thanks to these advantages, the
WLAN service is used widely by Internet users and var-
ious WLAN-based technologies are being developed

rapidly.
[0007] The WLAN service is classified into one of in-
dependent WLAN like private network and public WLAN
like public network. The independent WLAN is charac-
terized in that the Access Point (AP) relays data for com-
munication among the clients but not connects to any
external network, while the public WLAN is characterized
in that the AP works as a role of connection point for
communication with legacy wired network to establish
connection to any external network as well as between
clients. If a wireless client moves to the service area of
a new AP, it disconnects the old connection and connects
to the new AP.
[0008] Typically, an Internet user connects to the In-
ternet using the public WLAN service. In order for the
user to access the Internet using the client terminal, the
WLAN service provider deploys APs at nationwide serv-
ice areas, the APs being connected to the authentication
server for authenticating the user. The user accesses the
AP installed at a WLAN service area and uses Internet
through authentication procedure of the authentication
server.
[0009] Meanwhile, friend search is one of the location-
based services provided by a mobile communication
service provider. The friend search service is the service
providing the information on the location of the mobile
communication terminal of the user registered as friend
using the location information provided in the location
registration procedure executed between base station
transmitters of wireless base stations when the mobile
communication terminal powers on or off, when the mo-
bile communication terminal moves between mobile
switching centers, and any parameter of the mobile com-
munication terminal changes.
[0010] Using the friend search service, the subscriber
is capable of checking the current location of a child, and
elder, or a friend, location of mission mobile communi-
cation terminal, and subscriber’s own location in a
strange area. This service is advantageous in preventing
crime, searching area, and withdrawing lost article.
[0011] However, the friend search service requires
subscription or is billed per search, resulting in cost bur-
den.

SUMMARY

[0012] According to one aspect of the disclosure, a
nearby friend discovery method is provided, comprising:
generating, by an electronic device, an access point (AP)
list identifying one or more access points (APs), the AP
list being generated based on the strength of signals re-
ceived from the access points; transmitting the AP list
from the electronic device to a server; receiving, by the
electronic device from the server, a nearby friend list, the
nearby friend list including an indication of one or more
users who are located within a signal range of at least
one of the access points identified in the AP list and who
have previously exchanged one or more communica-
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tions with a user of the electronic device; and displaying
the nearby friend list.
[0013] According to another aspect of the disclosure,
a nearby friend discovery method is provided, the method
comprising: receiving, from a first terminal, a first indica-
tion of signal strength of a first plurality of access points;
receiving, from a second terminal, a second indication of
signal strength of a second plurality of access points;
detecting whether the first plurality of access points and
the second plurality of access points have at least one
access point in common; detecting, based on a relation-
ship database, whether a relationship exists between a
first user associated with the first terminal and a second
user associated with the second terminal; and transmit-
ting, to the first terminal, an indication that the second
user is located nearby the first user when the first plurality
of access points and the second plurality of access points
have at least one access point in common and a rela-
tionship exists between the first user and the second us-
er.
[0014] According to yet another aspect of the disclo-
sure, a nearby friend discovery system is provided com-
prising: a plurality of mobile terminals, wherein each one
of the plurality of mobile terminals is configured to request
a nearby friend list, receive signals from a plurality of
access points (APs), generate an access point (AP) list
identifying at least some of the access points based on
the strength of each of the signals, and transmit the AP
list to a server; and wherein the server is configured to
analyze the AP lists transmitted by the mobile terminals
and detect whether the users of at least two of the mobile
terminals are friends based on the at least two terminal’s
respective lists and a relationship database, generate a
nearby friend list when the users are friends, and trans-
mits the nearby friend list to the respective mobile termi-
nal of at least one of the users.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an example of
a configuration of a mobile terminal according to an
aspect of the present disclosure;
FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an example of a net-
work architecture for a nearby friend discovery sys-
tem according to an aspect of the present disclosure;
FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an example of user
profile tables of a friend relationship DB of a server
according to an aspect of the present disclosure;
FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example of a mech-
anism for discovering friends by comparing, at the
server, the AP lists of the terminals according to an
aspect of the present disclosure;
FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example of a mech-
anism for configuring the friend relationship at the
server according to an aspect of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example of a mech-
anism for configuring the friend relationship at the
server according to another aspect of the present
disclosure;
FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an example of a mech-
anism for determining proximity of the users based
on the AP informations included the user profiles of
the friend information database of the server accord-
ing to an aspect of the present disclosure;
FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a near-
by friend discovery procedure of a mobile terminal
according to an aspect of the present disclosure;
FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a near-
by friend discovery procedure of a server according
to an aspect of the present disclosure;
FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a
procedure of updating the friend relationship DP with
the received AP lists according to an aspect of the
present disclosure;
FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating an example of the
relationship of the AP table and AP list for use in
nearby friend discovery method according to an as-
pect of the present disclosure;
FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating an example of the
information structure of a phonebook application of
the mobile terminal according to an aspect of the
present disclosure;
FIGs. 13A to 13E are diagrams illustrating an exam-
ple of screen displays of the UI of the phonebook
application of the terminal;
FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating an example of a UI
of the phonebook application for providing the user
profile according to an aspect of the present disclo-
sure;
FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating an example of screen
displays of the nearby friend discovery UI according
to an aspect of the present disclosure;
FIG. 16 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a
procedure for sharing files, folders, maps, playlists,
and applications with the nearby friends according
to an aspect of the present disclosure;
FIG. 17 is a diagram illustrating an example of screen
displays of UI of casting a playlist to nearby friends
in the procedure of FIG. 16;
FIG. 18 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a
procedure of the mobile terminal in response of the
receipt of a sharing message according to an aspect
of the present disclosure; and
FIG. 19 is a diagram illustrating an example of screen
displays of UI of receiving a sharing message at the
nearby mobile terminal in the procedure of FIG. 18.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0016] The examples provided herein are described
with reference to the accompanying drawings in detail.
The same reference numbers are used throughout the
drawings to refer to the same or like parts. Detailed de-
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scription of well-known functions and structures may be
omitted to avoid obscuring the subject matter of the
present disclosure.
[0017] The specification and drawings are to be re-
garded in an illustrative rather than a restrictive sense in
order to help understand the present disclosure. It is ob-
vious to those skilled in the art that various modifications
and changes can be made thereto without departing from
the broader spirit and scope of the disclosure.
[0018] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example of a
mobile terminal according to an aspect of the present
disclosure. Referring to FIG. 1, the mobile terminal 100
according to an aspect of the present disclosure includes
a touchscreen 110, a storage unit 120, a communication
unit 130, an input unit 140, and a control unit 150.
[0019] The touchscreen 110 provides the execution
screens of the applications running on the mobile termi-
nal 100. For example, the touchscreen displays the ex-
ecutions screens of file display function, file search func-
tion, messaging function, electronic mail function, Inter-
net function, multimedia function, photo view function,
and music play function. The touchscreen 110 may be
implemented with one of Liquid Crystal Display (LCD)
and Organic Light Emitting Diodes (OLED). Particularly
in an aspect of the present disclosure, the touchscreen
110 provides the UI for display phonebook and Social
Network Service (SNS) (e.g. Facebook, Twitter, and
KakaoTalk) screen. The touchscreen 110 may work as
an input means for receiving touch gesture-based input.
[0020] The storage unit 120 stores various programs
and data executed and processed in the mobile terminal
100 and implemented with at least one of volatile memory
device, e.g. Dynamic Random Access Memory (DRAM)
and non-volatile memory device, e.g. flash memory. The
storage unit 120 stores the Operating System (OS) of
the mobile terminal 100. Particularly in an aspect of the
present disclosure, the storage unit 120 stores the
phonebook and SNS relationship information. The stor-
age unit 120 also may store the information on the APs.
The mobile terminal 100 stores the information on the
AP by received signal strength on the background. The
AP information includes Service Set Identifier (SSID),
Media Access Control (MAC) address, and received sig-
nal strength of AP. At this time, the phonebook and SNS
relationship are static filed information and the AP infor-
mation is dynamic field information.
[0021] The communication unit 130 includes a cellular
communication module capable of establishing a com-
munication channel with the base station for supporting
communication function of the mobile terminal 100 and
receiving information and file from outside under the con-
trol of the user or according to the preconfigured schedule
information and transmitting the information stored or col-
lected in the mobile terminal 100 to the outside.
[0022] The communication unit 130 may include a
communication module for supporting local area com-
munication function capable of establishing a local area
communication channel with another terminal and trans-

mitting any information, e.g. file and folder. Particularly,
the communication unit 130 is capable of establishing a
channel with the AP for use of Wi-Fi service.
[0023] The input unit 140 generates various input sig-
nals necessary for operating the mobile terminal 100.
The input unit 140 may include a home key, side keys,
menu keys, etc. The input unit 140 may be implemented
with various input means such as keyboard, keypad, and
key buttons. In association with the touchscreen 110, the
input unit 140 may receive a user input through the touch-
screen 110. Particularly in an aspect of the present dis-
closure, the touchscreen 110 may receive commands for
discovering nearby friends and sharing information with
the discovered friends using the proposed UI.
[0024] The control unit 150 controls overall operations
of the components of the mobile terminal 100. The control
unit 150 checks the electric wave strength, i.e. signal
strength, from the APs around. The control unit 150 scans
around to generate an AP list listing the APs.
[0025] The control unit 150 extracts SSID and MAC
address and measures signal strengths from the packets
transmitted by the adjacent APs to generate the AP table.
[0026] The control unit 150 sorts out the APs of which
signal strength is greater than a predetermined threshold
to generate the AP list and sends the server the AP list.
Particularly, the AP list may be transmitted to the server
in the procedure of connecting to the Internet or pushed
automatically according to the configuration of the mobile
terminal 100. For example, if the contact information as
shown in FIG. 12 is set to off, the mobile terminal 100
transmits the AP list to the server at the time when the it
connects to the Internet or telephony session starts and,
otherwise the contact information is set to on, pushes the
AP list to the server at a regular interval.
[0027] FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
network architecture implementing a nearby friend dis-
covery system according to an aspect of the present dis-
closure. Referring to FIG. 2, the nearby friend discovery
system according to an aspect of the present disclosure
includes mobile terminals 100-104, APs 220 to 225, a
network 230, and a server 240.
[0028] The APs 220 to 225 transmit a signal to the mo-
bile terminals 100-104. The mobile terminals 100-104
measure the signal’s strength to determine whether it is
possible to connect to the AP 220 to 225. If the signal
strength is sufficiently high, the mobile terminals 100-104
may establish wireless connection to the APs 220 to 225.
If a mobile terminal requests connection to an AP and is
authenticated by the server 240 successfully, the AP as-
signs an Internet Protocol (IP) address to that terminal
to provide WLAN service for connection to the network
230.
[0029] The APs 220 to 225 provide physical interfaces
in order for the terminals 100-104 to connect to network
230. The APs 220 to 225 may perform Dynamic Host
Configuration Protocol (DHCP) process to allocate dy-
namic IP addresses to the terminals 100-104.
[0030] The terminal 100-104 connects to the network
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230 directly through wireless channels or via APs 220 to
225. Each of the terminals 100-104 includes a WLAN
card for wireless communication with the APs 220 to 225,
memory storing an access program for accessing the
APs 220 to 225, a control unit 150 having a microproc-
essor performing computation for controlling the overall
operations of the terminal, an input unit 140 for receiving
authentication data and command input by the user, a
touchscreen implemented with the LCD or OLED for dis-
playing received data.
[0031] One or more of the terminals 100-104 may in-
clude any suitable type of an electronic device, such as
a Portable Multimedia Player (PMP) digital broadcast
player, Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), music player
(e.g. MP3 player), mobile gaming console, smartphone,
navigator, a portable computer such as laptop computer,
and a non-portable computer, such as a desktop com-
puter.
[0032] The terminals 100-104 measure the signal
strengths of the adjacent APs 220 to 225. The terminals
100-104 may then generate an AP list listing the APs 220
to 225. The AP list may be sorted by signal strength or
signal reception time. Each item of the AP list may include
an SSID, MAC address, and signal strength of a given
AP. For example, if the first terminal 100 has found the
first AP 220, the second AP 221, and the third AP 222,
and their respective signal strengths exhibit the relation-
ship of first AP 220>second AP 221>third AP222, the
first mobile terminal 100 may generate the AP list sorted
by signal strength, i.e. in the order of first AP 220, second
AP 221, and third AP 222. Likewise, the second mobile
terminal 102 may generate the AP list sorted in the order
of the second AP 221, the fourth AP 223, and the fifth
AP 224. The third mobile terminal 104 may also generate
the AP list based on the signal strengths of the APs in
the same manner.
[0033] Each of the mobile terminals 100-104 may gen-
erate an AP list identifying the APs of which received
signal strength is greater than a predetermined level. Ac-
cording to an aspect of the present disclosure, the AP
list may be transmitted to the server when the mobile
terminal is connected to the Internet. Additionally or al-
ternatively, the AP list may be pushed to the server ac-
cording to the contact information of the terminal as
shown in FIG. 12..
[0034] In some implementations, the first mobile ter-
minal 100 may send the server 240 an AP list via the
network 230. The server 240 then stores the AP list in a
friend relationship DB 241 as a part of user information
(Me Profile). The information recorded in the AP list may
be referred to as dynamic field information as it may
change dynamically according to various events. For ex-
ample, when the first mobile terminal 100 connects to
the network 230 via a cellular communication network or
the APs 220 to 225, the server may detect this and refresh
the AP list. Additionally or alternatively, in some imple-
mentations, the first mobile terminal 100 may push the
AP list to the server 240 at a predetermined interval to

refresh the AP list.
[0035] Likewise, the second mobile terminal 102 also
may send the server 240 an AP list including the MAC
addresses and signal strengths of the second AP 221,
the fourth AP 223, and the fifth AP 224 via the network
230. Similarly, the third mobile terminal 104 also may
send an AP list including the MAC address and signal
strength of the sixth AP 225 via the network 230.
[0036] The network 230 may be any suitable type of
communications network. For example, the network 230
may be a homogeneous network of WLAN such as In-
ternet which provides various TCP/IP and higher layer
protocol-based services, e.g. Hypertext Transfer Proto-
col (HTTP), Telnet, File Transfer Protocol (FTP), Domain
Name System (DNS), Simple Mail Transfer Protocol
(SMTP), Simple Network Management Protocol (SNTP),
Network File Service (NFS), and Network Information
Service (NIS). As another example, the network 230 may
be a heterogeneous network of WLAN such as analog
communication network, Code Division Multiple Access
(CDMA) network, Global System for Mobile communica-
tions (GSM) network.
[0037] The server 240 includes a friend relationship
database (DB) 241 which is updated with the AP lists
received from the mobile terminal 100-104 and deter-
mines which terminal is located nearby by comparing the
MAC addresses on the AP lists whether the each me
profile of the user has a same MAC address or not. The
server 240 searches the friend relationship DB 241 for
the nearby terminals and, if the nearby terminals are reg-
istered with the friend list, sends the terminals 100-104
the information that the terminals 100 and 104 are of
friends.
[0038] For example, the server may search the friend
relationship DB 241 for the nearby mobile terminals
100-104 and detect that the user of the mobile terminal
100 is a friend of at least one of the users of terminals
100 and 104. For example, the server may determine
that the user of the terminal 102 is a friend of the user of
the terminal 100 when the user of the terminal 102 is
identified in at least one of the phonebook of the user of
the mobile terminal 100, the SNS address list of the user
of the terminal 100, and the email address list of the user
of the mobile terminal 100. Next, upon determining that
the user of the terminal 102 is a friend of the of the user
of the terminal 100, the server may generate a nearby
friend list including the information on the second mobile
terminal 102 and transmit the generated list to the mobile
terminal 100.
[0039] In some implementations, the friend relation-
ship DB 241 may be a DB including SNS address lists
of the mobile terminals 100-104 and phonebooks stored
in the mobile terminals 100-104, static field information
such as email address information, and dynamic field
information including the AP information, and stores user
profiles of the users of the mobile terminals 100-104. An
example of the structure of the friend relationship DB 241
is described with reference to FIG. 3.
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[0040] As discussed above, the server 240 may send
nearby friend lists to the mobile terminals 100-104. At
this time, if there are no friends of the users of mobile
terminals 100-104 that are located nearby, the server
240 may transmit a null state (e.g., empty) nearby friend
list to the mobile terminals 100-104 to indicate the ab-
sence of any nearby friends.
[0041] FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating user profile tables
of a friend relationship DB of the server according to an
aspect of the present disclosure. Referring to FIG. 3, the
friend relationship DB 241 of the server includes the user
information on the mobile terminals 100- 104 correspond-
ing to each field of the database comprising a static field
information and a dynamic field information of the each
user.
[0042] As illustrated, each of the records includes a
static field information section 242 and a dynamic field
information section 243. The static field information sec-
tion 242 may include user-specific information, and the
dynamic field information section 243 may include MAC
addresses and signal strengths of adjacent APs.
[0043] The static field information section 242 includes
user identity information, such as unique identifiers of the
mobile terminals 100-104, mobile terminal numbers for
use in communication with the corresponding mobile ter-
minals 100-104 (e.g., telephone numbers), addresses,
email addresses, security information, authentication
and authorization information, phone books containing
phone numbers, and SNS information. The static field
information section 242 includes the information that is
not changed unless the user or server operator modifies
the corresponding informations.
[0044] In some implementations, users may connect
to the server 240 via the APs 220 to 225 or wireless com-
munication channel to modify the friend relationship DB.
As described above, it is possible to update the friend
relationship DB 241 automatically based on a change in
the phonebooks, email addresses, and SNS information
of the mobile terminals 100-104 periodically. Also, it is
possible to update the friend relationship DB 241 based
on the phonebooks, email addresses, and SNS informa-
tion of the mobile terminals 100-104 upon connection to
the server 240.
[0045] The dynamic field information section 243 may
include information varying in dependence upon the lo-
cation of the mobile terminals 100-104. As described
above, the dynamic field information section 243 may
include the MAC addresses and signal strengths of the
neighboring APs 220 to 225 and information on the con-
nections to the APs 220 to 225 (not shown).
[0046] The server 240 compares the MAC addresses
and signal strengths of the dynamic field information sec-
tion 243 to determine whether the users of the mobile
terminals 100-104 are nearby each other. If it is deter-
mined that there are users nearby each other based on
the dynamic field information section 243, the server 240
determines whether the nearby users are friends based
on the static field information.

[0047] FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
mechanism for discovering friends by comparing, at the
server, the AP lists of the terminals according to an aspect
of the present disclosure. Referring to FIG. 4, a nearby
friend search request may be received from the mobile
terminals 100-104. The server 240 updates each user
profile stored in the friend relationship DB 241 with the
AP lists comprising MAC addresses and signal strength
received from the mobile terminals 100-104. The server
240 compares the MAC addresses of user profiles and
determines whether there are any user profiles having
identical MAC address. Next, the server determines that
the users having identical MAC address are in friend re-
lationship.
[0048] In the exemplary situation of FIG. 4, the server
compares the MAC addresses included in the user pro-
files of the friend relationship DB 241 updated with the
AP list received from the mobile terminals. The server
checks that the user profile of the first mobile terminal
100 includes the MAC address of the second AP 221 and
the user profile of the second mobile terminal 102 in-
cludes the MAC address of the second AP 221. Accord-
ingly, the server 240 determines that the users of the first
and second mobile terminals 100 and 102 are near each
other.
[0049] In one aspect of the disclosure, when there are
no matching MAC addresses of APs in the AP lists sub-
mitted by the first and third mobile terminals 100 and 104,
the server may determine the first and third terminals are
not near each other. More particularly, the server may
detect that in the user profiles updated with the AP lists
received from the second and third mobile terminals 102
and 104, there is no matching MAC address of AP in the
user profiles of the users of the second and third mobile
terminals 102 and 104 and based on this the server may
determine that the first and third terminals are not near
each other.
[0050] In another aspect of the disclosure, the server
240 checks the user profiles in the friend relationship DB
241 to determine whether any of the users of the mobile
terminals 100-104 are friends with one another. In the
example of FIG. 2, the server 240 retrieves from the friend
relationship DB 241 information associated with the user
of the first mobile terminal 100. In addition, the server
240 retrieves from the friend relationship DB 241 infor-
mation associated with the user of the second mobile
terminal 102. Then, based on at least some of the re-
trieved information, the server 240 determines whether
the users of the first and second mobile terminals are
friends with each other.
[0051] In some instances, the information associated
with a user of the first terminal may be used to identify a
user of the second terminal as a friend of the user of the
first terminal at the server. At the same time, however,
the information associated with the user of the second
terminal registered at the server, the user of the first ter-
minal may fail to be identified as a friend of the user of
the second terminal. In such instances, the server 240
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may transmit an indication(e.g., sync signal(s)) to the first
terminal that the user of the second terminal is nearby
the user of the first terminal. Furthermore, the server 240
may transmit to the user of the second terminal a query
asking the user of the second terminal whether to add
the user of the first terminal as a friend. If the user of the
second terminal answers in the affirmative, the server
240 may modify the information associated with the user
of the second terminal to indicate that the user of the first
terminal has become a friend of the user of the first ter-
minal. Then the server 240 may transmit an indica-
tion(e.g., sync signal(s)) to the second terminal that the
user of the first terminal is nearby the user of the second
terminal.
[0052] As a result of checking the friend relationship
DB 241 of the second mobile terminal 102, since the in-
formation on the first mobile terminal 100 exists in the
friend relationship DB 241 of the second mobile terminal
102, the user of the first mobile terminal 100 is the friend
to the user of the second mobile terminal 102. Accord-
ingly, the server 240 determines that the users of the first
and second mobile terminals 100 and 102 are registered
as friends with each other. At this time, since the server
240 knows the locations of the APs 220 to 225, if the AP
list includes at least three APs 220 to 225, it is possible
to calculate the locations of the mobile terminals 100-104
through the trigonometrical function with the signal
strengths or by tracking the three signal reach ranges.
[0053] If the friend relationship between the users of
the adjacent mobile terminals 100-104 are recognized,
the server 240 generates a nearby friend list based on
the friend relationship and sends the nearby friend list to
the corresponding mobile terminals 100-104.
[0054] FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
mechanism for configuring a friend relationship at the
server according to an aspect of the present disclosure.
Referring to FIG. 5, when at least one user is identified
in the user profile of another user, the server may deter-
mine that the two users are friends.
[0055] For example, the server 240 has the unique in-
formation on the users B and C. At this time, if there is
the user A information in the user B profile, the server
240 determines that the user A is the friend of the user
B. Likewise, if there is user A information in the user C
profile, the server 240 determines that the user A is the
friend of the user C. If it is determined that the users A
and B are friends, the server 240 sends the synch signal
to the users A and B such that the name of user A is
marked with "s" in the mobile terminal of the user B and
the name of user B is marked with "s" in the mobile ter-
minal of the user A to notify that they are recognized as
nearby friends.
[0056] FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
mechanism for configuring the friend relationship at the
server according to another aspect of the present disclo-
sure. Referring to FIG. 6, the server 240 retains the de-
vice state information profile corresponding to the each
user profile information. The device state information pro-

file includes the nearby AP list information and (Nearby
AP list Info) and connected AP information (Current Con-
nected AP).
[0057] Each of the mobile terminals 100-104 may re-
port the nearby AP information periodically as scheduled
or non-periodically when it connects to the AP 200 to 225.
[0058] The server 240 updates the dynamic field infor-
mation of the user profiles with the nearby AP information
and connected AP information (not shown) received from
the mobile terminals 100-104 of the respective subscrib-
ers. For example, the server 240 may compare the near-
by AP list information of the user A profile and the nearby
AP list information of the user C profile to determine the
proximity of the mobile terminals of the two users. Like-
wise, the server 240 may compare the nearby AP list of
the user A profile and the nearby AP list of the user B
profile to determine the proximity of the mobile terminals
of the two users. If the MAC address of the first AP 220
is in the user A profile and the MAC address of the first
AP 220 is in the user B profile, the server 240 determines
that the two users are nearby and, if the user B informa-
tion is in the user A profile, that the users A and B are
friends. In response to determining that users A and B
are near each other, the server may notify the user A’s
mobile terminal of the nearby presence of the user B.
[0059] FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
mechanism of determining proximity of the users based
on the AP informations included the user profiles of the
friend information database of the server according to an
aspect of the present disclosure. Referring to FIG. 7, the
dynamic field information updated with the AP lists of the
two user profiles in the friend relationship DB 241 is de-
picted partially. The server 240 recognizes that the user
profiles of D1 and D2 include the same MAC address
(10:24:54:31:6a:13).
[0060] The received signal strength of the second AP
121 corresponding to the MAC address
10:24:54:31:6a:13 is 86dB at the first mobile terminal 100
and 74dB at the second mobile terminal 102 that are both
greater than the threshold level of 10dB. In this case, the
server 240 determines that the first and second mobile
terminals 100 and 102 of the respective subscribers D1
and D2 are nearby each other.
[0061] FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an example of
a nearby friend discovery procedure of a mobile terminal
according to an aspect of the present disclosure. Refer-
ring to FIG. 8, the mobile terminal receives a nearby friend
discovery request input by the user at operation S801.
The terminal receives AP information from the adjacent
APs 220 to 225 at operation S802. The AP information
may include signal strengths, SSIDs, and MAC address-
es of the respective APs 220 to 225.
[0062] The mobile terminal analyzes the information
transmitted by the adjacent APs 220 to 225 to generate
an AP table at operation S803. The mobile terminal may
sort the AP table in an order of the signal strength. It is
also possible to generate the AP table independently of
the signal strength. The AP table includes the SSIDs,
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MAC addresses, and signal strengths of the APs 220 to
225. For example, the first mobile terminal 100 receives
the signals from the first to third APs 220, 221, and 222;
and sorts the APs in a descending order of signal
strength, i.e. in the order of the first AP 220, the second
AP 221, and the third AP 222.
[0063] At operation S804, the mobile terminal gener-
ates an AP list based on the table AP table. By way of
example, the AP table may be sorted in the order of signal
strengths or signal reception times from the APs 220 to
225. At operation 806, the first mobile terminal transmits
the AP list along with a nearby friend discovery request
to a server. In response, The mobile terminal receives
the nearby friend list transmitted by the server 240 at
operation S806. The mobile terminal then displays the
nearby friend list received from the server 240 on the
screen at operation S807. At this time, the nearby friend
list may be presented in the form of phonebook entries
marked with "s". In the case of receiving the null state
nearby friend list, the mobile terminal may display a mes-
sage notifying of no nearby friend.
[0064] FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating an example of
a nearby friend discovery procedure of a server accord-
ing to an aspect of the present disclosure. Referring to
FIG. 9, the server 240 receives a nearby friend discovery
request and AP list from any of mobile terminals 100-104
at operation 901. The server 240 updates the MAC ad-
dresses and signal strengths fields of the corresponding
user profile in the friend relationship DB at operation
S902. At this time, the AP list may be pushed to the server
240 at a predetermined interval configured according to
the contact information or transmitted when the mobile
terminal connects to the Internet. Since the nearby friend
request is also transmitted at the time of connecting to
the Internet, the AP list may be transmitted to the server
240 along with the nearby friend request. Although, in
this example, the mobile terminal is configured to push
the AP list at the interval configured according to the con-
tact information, the AP list may be transmitted at the
time when the mobile terminal connects to the Internet
too.
[0065] The server 240 retrieves the AP MAC address-
es identified in each of the user profiles of the friend re-
lationship DB 241, in operation S903.
[0066] The server 240 compares the MAC addresses
registered with the user profiles to check the mobile ter-
minals having the same AP MAC address at operation
S904. If there are mobile terminals having the same AP
MAC address, the server 240 references the friend rela-
tionship DB to determine whether the users correspond-
ing to the user profiles having the same AP MAC address
have a friend relationship at operation S905. The friend
relationship may be determined based on the phonebook
information, SNS information, and email address infor-
mation of the static field information. For example, the
server 240 may check the phonebooks, SNS address
books, and email address books of the mobile terminals
to retrieve the friend relationship among users of the cor-

responding mobile terminals. In the case of using the
phonebook, the phone number is the unique information
and, thus, if the phone number of one user is included in
the phone book of another user, the two users may be
considered friends. In the case of using the SNS address
book, the SNS ID may be used as the unique information.
Thus, if the SNS ID of one user is included in the SNS
information that is part of another user’s profile, the two
users may be considered friends. In the case of using
the email address, the email address or email ID may be
used as the unique information. Thus, if a user’s profile’s
email information indicates that the user has exchanged
emails with another user, the two users may be consid-
ered friends.
[0067] The server 240 determines whether the users
of the adjacent mobile terminals are friends based on the
information provided by the friend relationship DB 141.
[0068] If it is determined that the users of two of the
mobile terminals 100-104 that are located nearby one
another are friends at operation S906, the server 240
generates a nearby friend list including the information
on the nearby friends based on the friend relationship
analysis result and sends the nearby friend list to the to
the two of the mobile terminals that are located nearby
one another, at operation S907.
[0069] FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an example of
a procedure for updating the friend relationship DP with
the received AP lists according to an aspect of the present
disclosure. Referring to FIG. 10, the server 240 searches
the friend relationship DB 241 for the information on a
user who has transmitted the AP list at operation S 1001.
[0070] The server 240 determines at operation S1002
whether the user who has transmitted the AP list has the
user profile registered with the friend relationship DB 241
based on the search result of operation S1001.
[0071] If the user who has transmitted the AP list has
the user profile registered with the friend relationship DB
241, the server updates the user profile with the received
AP list at operation S1003. If the subscriber who has
transmitted the AP list has no user profile registered with
the friend relationship DB 241, the server 240 generates
the user profile with the received AP list in the friend re-
lationship DB 241 at operation S1004. If necessary, it is
possible to prompt the user to provide additional infor-
mation that is necessary for generating the user profile.
[0072] FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating an example of
the relationship of the AP table and AP list for use in
nearby friend discovery method according to an aspect
of the present disclosure. FIG. 11 exemplifies the AP
table generated by the first mobile terminal 100. Refer-
ence number 1101 denotes the AP table listing the AP
numbers representing the APs 220 to 225. The APs may
be sorted in the order of their signal strengths or signal
reception times therefrom.
[0073] The control unit 150 writes the SSID of each AP
in the AP table. The SSID is the name of the radio access
network that may be designated by the user in the case
of the private AP or by the service provide in the case of
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the public AP.
[0074] The MAC address is the unique number of the
LAN card of the AP which has been allocated by the LAN
card manufacturer. The server 240 is capable of identi-
fying the APs 200 to 225 based on their MAC addresses.
[0075] The signal strength denotes the strength of the
signal received from each of the APs 220 to 225 and is
expressed in unit of dB. The stronger the received signal
strength is, the higher the reception sensitivity.
[0076] The first mobile terminal 100 generates the AP
list by processing the AP table. The AP list is denoted by
reference number 1102. The AP list includes the APs of
which received signal strengths are equal to or greater
than a predetermined threshold, e.g. 10dB. Each entry
of the AP list consists of the MAC address and signal
strength. The AP list is sent to the server 240 via the
network 230 for use in generating the nearby friend list.
[0077] FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating an example of
the information structure of a phonebook application of
the mobile terminal according to an aspect of the present
disclosure.
[0078] FIGs. 13A to 13E are diagrams illustrating ex-
emplary screen displays of the UI of the phonebook ap-
plication of the terminal. FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating
an exemplary UI of the phonebook application for pro-
viding the user profile according to an aspect of the
present disclosure. Referring to FIGs. 12, 13A to 13E,
and 14, the "Favorite" folder contains the contact/group
used most frequently. FIG. 13A shows an exemplary fa-
vorite list UI of the phonebook application according to
an aspect of the present disclosure.
[0079] Referring to FIG. 13A, the contact/group
"starred" added manually and the most recently used
contact/group are classified into "most connected" reg-
istered automatically by the control unit 150 of the mobile
terminal 100.
[0080] The "Recent" folder of FIG. 12 includes the re-
cently contacted People/Group. FIG. 13B shows the "Re-
cent" folder UI of the phonebook application. Referring
to FIG. 13B, the "Recent" folder presents the names of
the subscribers corresponding to the recently contacted
phone numbers.
[0081] The "People (contact)" folder of FIG. 12 in-
cludes search, nearby, and people items. The "People"
item indicates the information on the user registered with
the phone book and is represented by name. If the "Peo-
ple" folder is opened, the UI having a search box at the
top is displayed as shown in FIG. 13C. The search box
is used to receive the phone number or a name to search
for the target phone number or user. Below the search
box, a nearby friend discovery region is presented. By
making a gesture, e.g. a long tap onto the "Touch and
Hold Together" item arranged below "Nearby", it is pos-
sible to discover the mobile terminal corresponding to
the nearby friend. Below the title "Nearby", the names of
the users registered with the People list of FIG. 12 are
listed. If a touch gesture is made onto a name, it is pos-
sible to display the information on the user corresponding

to the name and, if necessary, it is possible to send a
message, make a voice or video call, or share file, folder,
playlist, map, or application. The "Group" folder of FIG.12
includes search, social group, local group, and instant
group items. The search item makes it possible to search
for the phone numbers or users belonging to the group.
The search may be performed based on a user name or
phone number, for example.
[0082] The social group item of the group folder in-
cludes SNS groups such as Facebook and Twitter groups
making it possible for the subscribers to interwork. The
Social Group establishes the friend relationship among
the subscriber through an invitation/acceptance process.
[0083] The local group of the group folder includes the
users selected based on criteria set by the user among
the subscribers registered with the phonebook that are
linked to the phone numbers.
[0084] The instant group of the group folder is includes
users with whom communications are conducted fre-
quently. If necessary, the user may assign a group name
to the Instant group to change to a local group.
[0085] FIG. 13D shows a group folder UI of the phone-
book application according to an aspect of the present
disclosure. Referring to FIG. 13D, the group folder UI
includes a search box at the top, a social group section
below the search box, and a Facebook group as a rep-
resentative social group below the social group section.
Although not depicted, the Instant group section may also
be displayed.
[0086] The Me profile folder of FIG. 12 includes Basic
Info, Accounts, and Interests items. The "Basic info" item
is provided with an on/off switch in order for the user to
allow other users to access the user profile. When the
switch is set to ON, other users are allowed to access
the user’s information. Otherwise, when the switch is set
to OFF, other users may not be permitted to access the
profile. The phone number, email address, and SNS ID
are input through authentication process for use in es-
tablishing a friend relationship. If the Me profile of FIG.
12 is executed, the UI screen is displayed as shown in
FIG. 13E which includes an Edit item. If the edit item is
selected, the execution screen is displayed as shown in
FIG. 14 which includes the name, phone number, and
email address of the user right below the screen title and
an on/off switch for configuration of whether to share the
information with friends. The basic information section of
the exemplary screens of FIGs. 13E and 14 includes the
basic information on the user such as sex (male/female),
blood type, birthday, and resident, along with the on/off
switch configuring whether to share the information with
other users (e.g. friends).
[0087] The "Accounts" item is provided for managing
accounts such as email account and SNS account, and
the transmission/reception per account may be controls
by means of an on/off switch. For example, if the on/off
switch is turned on, it is possible to transmit/receive mes-
sage through the email and SNS accounts. Otherwise if
the on/off switch is turned off, it is impossible to trans-
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mit/receive message through the email and SNS ac-
counts. Although not depicted in FIG. 13e, it is possible
to turn on/off the accounts on the screen of FIG. 13E.
[0088] The "interests" item is provided for sharing in-
formation about the users hobbies or interests. Referring
to FIG. 14, the user may register a hobby and information
thereon and share it with others. The hobby may be reg-
istered in the form of Education and work or Arts and
entertainment along with the brief information thereon,
e.g. picture. It is also possible to add multiple hobbies.
[0089] The "Contact information" section of FIG. 14 is
provided with an on/off switch. The on/off switch may
permit the user to specify at least one of: whether to allow
for email, website, and address access, whether to allow
for message transmission/reception, and whether to
push the AP list at a regular interval.
[0090] The AP list built for use in nearby friend discov-
ery according to an aspect of the present disclosure may
be pushed to the server 240 at a predetermined interval
or transmitted to the server 240 when the terminal con-
nects to the Internet according to the configuration. For
example, if the switch provided for the Contact informa-
tion is turned on, the AP list is pushed at an interval au-
tomatically and, otherwise the switch is turned off, trans-
mitted at the time when connecting to the Internet or in
the progress of call processing.
[0091] FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating exemplary
screen displays of the nearby friend discovery UI accord-
ing to an aspect of the present disclosure. Referring to
FIG. 15, a hand-shape icon is presented along a text of
"Touch and Hold Together" on which the user may make
a touch input gesture to request for performing the nearby
friend discovery. In response to this request, the mobile
terminal scans around to discover adjacent APs 220 to
225 and generates an AP table sorted in the order of
signal strength or signal reception time.
[0092] The control unit 150 generates an AP list with
the MAC addresses and signal strengths selected from
the AP table and sends the AP list to the server 240 via
the network 230. The AP list is transmitted when the mo-
bile terminal connects to the Internet or periodically in a
push mode. The server 240 determines whether there is
the subscribers having the same AP MAC address and
references the friend relationship DB 241 to determine
whether the subscribers having the same AP MAC ad-
dress are friends and sends the nearby friend list gener-
ated based on the determination result to the mobile ter-
minal such that the user of the mobile terminal recognizes
the presence of the nearby friend. At this time, check
boxes are provided along with the entries, i.e. friend
names. Using the check boxes, it is possible to sends a
group SMS or individual SMS to the nearby friends se-
lectively. This makes it possible to share files, folders,
playlists, map, and application. The exemplary screen
display 1502 shows that Aigun Ali, Alex Todorova, and
Alexandra Mihaylova are discovered as nearby friends.
[0093] FIG. 16 is a flowchart illustrating an example of
a procedure of sharing files, folders, maps, playlists, and

applications with the nearby friends according to an as-
pect of the present disclosure. FIG. 16 is directed to an
exemplary procedure executed in the first mobile terminal
100. The control unit 150 controls the mobile terminal
100 to enter the application execution mode at operation
S1610. For example, a UI for casting a playlist to a nearby
friend is displayed as shown in FIG. 17, and a music play
application may be executed with the execution screen
as denoted by reference number 1701 of FIG. 17. The
user selects any of file, folder, map, playlist, and/or ap-
plication at operation S1602. Referring to FIG. 17, the
user may select the playlist entitled Nov 23 Playlist to
play music. At this time, the playlist may be composed
with the local files stored in the mobile terminal and the
cloud.
[0094] The user of the first mobile terminal 100 discov-
ers the nearby mobile terminals 102 and 104 and selects
the nearby friends to share the file, folder, map, playlist,
and/or application with, at operation S1603. The user of
the first mobile terminal 100 executes sharing the file,
folder, application, playlist, and/or application with the
selected nearby friends at operation S1604. For exam-
ple, if an invitation button is clicked, it starts to share the
file, folder, map, playlist, and/or application.
[0095] The file sharing may be performed through a
wireless channel. The control unit 150 inquires whether
to perform sharing through a cellular communication
channel or a short range wireless communication chan-
nel such as Wi-Fi.
[0096] The user selects one of the Wi-Fi and the cel-
lular communication networks, at operation 1605. If the
user of the mobile terminal 100 selects the Wi-Fi network,
the control unit 150 checks the Wi-Fi connection state at
operation S1606. The control unit 150 determines wheth-
er the mobile terminal is in the state of being connected
to the Wi-Fi network at operation S1607. If the mobile
terminal is in the state of being connected to the Wi-Fi
network, the control unit 150 controls to share the file,
folder, or playlist through Wi-Fi channel established via
the AP at operation S1608. The control unit 150 sends
a message notifying of sharing at least one of the file,
folder, and playlist to the nearby friends selected for file
sharing at operation 1609.
[0097] If the mobile terminal has not been connected
to the Wi-Fi network at operation S1608, the control unit
150 controls to display a Wi-Fi configuration screen at
operation S1610. The control unit 150 determines wheth-
er a Wi-Fi connection is established in response to the
user request at operation S1611 and, if a Wi-Fi connec-
tion is established successfully, the procedure goes to
operation S1608. If it fails to establish Wi-Fi connection
at operation S1611, the control unit 160 performs the
corresponding process at operation S1612. The corre-
sponding process may be of terminating Wi-Fi connec-
tion attempt or returning the procedure to the operation
S1605.
[0098] Meanwhile, the control unit 150 inquires wheth-
er to use the cellular communication network or wireless
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local area network such as Wi-Fi at operation S1605 and
checks, if the cellular communication network is selected,
the cellular communication network connection state at
operation S1613. The control unit 150 determines wheth-
er the mobile terminal is in the state of being connected
to the cellular communication network at operation
S1614. If the mobile terminal is in the state of being con-
nected to the cellular communication network, the control
unit 150 performs sharing of the file, folder, map, playlist,
and/or application through the cellular communication
network at operation S 1615.
[0099] If the mobile terminal has not been connected
to the cellular communication network at operation
S1614, the control unit 150 displays a cellular communi-
cation network connection configuration screen at oper-
ation S1616. The control unit 150 determines whether
the mobile terminal 100 has established a cellular com-
munication channel successfully at operation S1617. If
the mobile terminal has established a cellular communi-
cation channel successfully, the procedure goes to op-
eration S1615. Otherwise if the mobile terminal has failed
establishing a cellular communication channel, the con-
trol unit 150 performs a corresponding process at oper-
ation S1612. The corresponding process may be of ter-
minating cellular communication network connection at-
tempt or returning the procedure to the operation S 1605.
[0100] FIG. 18 is a flowchart illustrating an example of
a sharing procedure of the mobile terminal in response
to the receipt of a sharing message according to an as-
pect of the present disclosure. The example of FIG. 18
is directed to the operation of the mobile terminal of the
nearby friend, particularly the second mobile terminal
102. The second mobile terminal 102 receives a sharing
message from the first mobile terminal 100 at operation
S1801. The second mobile terminal 102 displays a mes-
sage inquiring whether to accept sharing. The nearby
mobile terminal displays a sharing message reception
notification UI at operation S1802 as shown in FIG. 19
in which the reference number 1901 denotes an exem-
plary notification message prompting the user to deter-
mine whether to join or ignore the invitation to the music
casting of the first mobile terminal 100.
[0101] The second mobile terminal 102 determines
whether the user accepts or rejects sharing of file, folder,
map, playlist, and/or application at operation S1803.
[0102] If it is determined that the user accepts sharing
the file, folder, map, playlist, and/or application at oper-
ation S1803, the second mobile terminal 102 executes
an application appropriate for the file, folder, map, play-
list, and/or application at operation S1804. The second
mobile terminal 102 shares the file, folder, map, playlist,
and application by means of the executed application at
operation S1805. The second mobile terminal 1805 dis-
plays the users of the instant group as the group of nearby
friends sharing the files at operation S1805.
[0103] Referring to FIG. 19, the playlist displayed on
the exemplary screen 1902 of the second mobile terminal
102 of one of the nearby friends is identical with the play-

list displayed on the exemplary screen 1701 of the first
mobile terminal 100. Meanwhile, the instant group of us-
ers sharing the playlist is presented at the bottom of the
playlist on the exemplary screen 1902.
[0104] The nearby friend discovery method and sys-
tem of the present disclosure is capable of discovering
nearby registered terminals and sending data to the dis-
covered terminal, resulting in improvement of terminal
usability.
[0105] Also, the nearby friend discovery method and
system of the present disclosure is capable of discover-
ing nearby friends based on the signal strength of an AP
without actual connection thereto, thereby notifying the
user of the nearby presence cost-effectively.
[0106] Also, the nearby friend discovery method and
system of the present disclosure is capable of checking
a nearby friend and sending data to the discovered friend
using an intuitive User Interface (UI).
[0107] Also, the nearby friend discovery method and
system of the present disclosure is advantageous in us-
ing the legacy local area communication mechanism
without any modification by allowing a server to compute
the proximity and relationship of the mobile terminal.
[0108] Although the access point-based nearby friend
discovery methods according to aspects of the disclosure
have been described using specific terms, the specifica-
tion and drawings are to be regarded in an illustrative
rather than a restrictive sense in order to help understand
the present disclosure. It is obvious to those skilled in the
art that various modifications and changes can be made
thereto without departing from the broader spirit and
scope of the disclosure.
[0109] FIGS. 1-19 are provided as an example only.
At least some of the operations discussed with respect
to those figures may be performed in a different order,
performed concurrently, or altogether omitted. Although
the above examples are provided with respect to portable
terminals, it will be understood that the techniques dis-
closed herein can be implemented on non-portable de-
vices, such as desktop computers.
[0110] The above-described aspects of the present
disclosure can be implemented in hardware, firmware or
via the execution of software or computer code that can
be stored in a recording medium such as a CD ROM, a
Digital Versatile Disc (DVD), a magnetic tape, a RAM, a
floppy disk, a hard disk, or a magneto-optical disk or com-
puter code downloaded over a network originally stored
on a remote recording medium or a non-transitory ma-
chine readable medium and to be stored on a local re-
cording medium, so that the methods described herein
can be rendered via such software that is stored on the
recording medium using a general purpose computer, or
a special processor or in programmable or dedicated
hardware, such as an ASIC or FPGA. As would be un-
derstood in the art, the computer, the processor, micro-
processor controller or the programmable hardware in-
clude memory components, e.g., RAM, ROM, Flash, etc.
that may store or receive software or computer code that
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when accessed and executed by the computer, proces-
sor or hardware implement the processing methods de-
scribed herein. In addition, it would be recognized that
when a general purpose computer accesses code for
implementing the processing shown herein, the execu-
tion of the code transforms the general purpose computer
into a special purpose computer for executing the
processing shown herein. Any of the functions and steps
provided in the Figures may be implemented in hardware,
software or a combination of both and may be performed
in whole or in part within the programmed instructions of
a computer. No claim element herein is to be construed
under the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph,
unless the element is expressly recited using the phrase
"means for".

Claims

1. A nearby friend discovery method comprising:

generating, by an electronic device, an access
point (AP) list identifying one or more access
points (APs), the AP list being generated based
on the strength of signals received from the ac-
cess points;
transmitting the AP list from the electronic device
to a server;
receiving, by the electronic device from the serv-
er, a user list, the user list including an indication
of one or more users who are located within a
signal range of at least one of the access points
identified in the AP list and who have previously
exchanged one or more communications with a
user of the electronic device; and
displaying the user list.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the generating of
the AP list comprises including in the AP list only
identifiers of access points having a signal strength
that is greater than a threshold.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein:

the user list is generated based on a relationship
database (DB) including a plurality of user pro-
files;
each user profile comprises static field informa-
tion and dynamic field information;
the static field information comprises at least one
of Social Network Service (SNS) address book,
phonebook, and email address book; and
the dynamic field information comprises the AP
list.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein:

the relationship DB includes a profile for the user

of the electronic device; and
the static field information in the profile for the
user of the electronic device is generated based
on at least one of a phonebook, a social net-
working service (SNS) address book, and an
email address book that is stored in the elec-
tronic device.

5. The method of claim 3, wherein the one or more us-
ers in the user list include users who are identified
in the at least one of the phonebook, the SNS ad-
dress book, and the email address book that is stored
in the electronic device.

6. The method of claim 3, further comprising modifying,
by the electronic device, the relationship DB.

7. A nearby friend discovery method, the method com-
prising:

receiving, from a first terminal, a first indication
of signal strength of a first plurality of access
points;
receiving, from a second terminal, a second in-
dication of signal strength of a second plurality
of access points;
detecting whether the first plurality of access
points and the second plurality of access points
have at least one access point in common;
detecting, based on a relationship database,
whether a relationship exists between a first user
associated with the first terminal and a second
user associated with the second terminal; and
transmitting, to the first terminal, an indication
that the second user is located nearby the first
user when the first plurality of access points and
the second plurality of access points have at
least one access point in common and a rela-
tionship exists between the first user and the
second user.

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising transmit-
ting, to the first terminal, an indication that no friends
of the first user are located nearby the first user when
the first plurality of access points and the second
plurality of access points have no access points in
common or when no relationship exists between the
first user and the second user.

9. The method of claim 7, further comprising receiving
from the first terminal a request to find one or more
nearby friends.

10. The method of claim 7, further comprising:

detecting whether the first user registered with
the relationship database;
updating a profile of the first user in the relation-
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ship database based on the first indication of the
signal strength of the first plurality of access
points, when the first user is registered with the
relationship database; and
generating a user profile for the user in the re-
lationship database based on the first indication
of the signal strength of the first plurality of ac-
cess points, when the first user is not registered
with the relationship database.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the profile of the
first user is further generated based on at least one
of a phonebook, a social networking service (SNS)
address book, and an email address book of the first
user.

12. A nearby friend discovery system comprising:

a plurality of mobile terminals, wherein each one
of the plurality of mobile terminals is configured
to request a user list, receive signals from a plu-
rality of access points (APs), generate an access
point (AP) list identifying at least some of the
access points based on the strength of each of
the signals, and transmit the AP list to a server;
and
wherein the server is configured to analyze the
AP lists transmitted by the mobile terminals and
detect whether users of at least two of the mobile
terminals are friends based on the at least two
terminal’s respective lists and a relationship da-
tabase, generate a user list when the users of
the at least two terminals are friends, and trans-
mits the user list to of at least one of the users
of the at least two terminals.

13. The nearby friend discovery system of claim 12,
wherein each of the mobile terminals is configured
to display user lists received from the server.

14. The nearby friend discovery system of claim 12,
wherein each of the mobile terminals is further con-
figured to generate an AP table comprising at least
one of Service Set Identifiers (SSIDs), Media Access
Control (MAC) addresses, and include, in the AP list,
identifiers for those access points whose signal
strengths satisfy a predetermined threshold.
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