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(54) Device, method and computer program product for workflow processing

(57) An information processing device (100; 200;
2400) includes: a reception unit (102; 205; 2402) that
receives a workflow definition specifying processing; a
rule acquisition unit (103; 204; 2408) that acquires, re-
garding the processing, a workflow rule capable of setting
therein a parameter indicating which processing is to be
executed; a setting unit (104, 105; 205, 206; 2405, 2407)
that sets the parameter of the workflow rule based on the
workflow definition; and an execution control unit (102;
205; 2402) that controls execution of the processing in
accordance with the workflow rule in which the parameter
is set.



EP 2 778 893 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] The present application claims priority to and
incorporates by reference the entire contents of Japa-
nese Patent Application No. 2013-054442 filed in Japan
on March 15, 2013.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0002] The present invention relates to an information
processing device, a network system, a processing ex-
ecution method, and a processing execution computer
program product.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0003] Conventionally, there is known a distribution
system that distributes data scanned by an image form-
ing apparatus, such as a scanner and a multifunction
printer (MFP), to a distribution server. In such a distribu-
tion system, data is distributed to distribution destinations
in accordance with a workflow preliminarily set by an ad-
ministrator of the distribution system. That is, when man-
agement rules related to data distribution are different
depending on distribution destinations, a workflow cor-
responding to each management rule is created so as to
distribute the data appropriately. A conventional example
is described in Japanese Patent Application Laid-open
No. 2007-122281.
[0004] However, the conventional technique de-
scribed above has a problem that a burden on an admin-
istrator may be increased. In a distribution server in the
conventional technique controlling execution of work-
flows, when a workflow defined in a distribution server is
related to a system in another device, there may occur
a case where in accordance with the change of a man-
agement rule of such another device, the workflow defi-
nition of the distribution server also needs to be changed.
In the distribution of data to another device, for example,
when the distribution server has a function of specifying
a certain folder of another device to distribute the data
depending on an attribute of the data, and if the folder
structure of the another device is changed, the data can-
not be distributed appropriately unless the workflow def-
inition of the distribution server is also changed. Here,
the rule change both in the distribution server as well as
in another device is a burden on the administrator. When
the administrator of a distribution server is different from
the administrator of another device, the burden further
increases because they need to contact each other to
reflect a change every time the change is made.
[0005] In view of the above aspects, there is a need to
provide an information processing device, a network sys-
tem, a processing execution method, and a processing

execution computer program product that are capable of
decreasing a burden on an administrator.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] It is an object of the present invention to at least
partially solve the problems in the conventional technol-
ogy.
[0007] An information processing device includes: a
reception unit that receives a workflow definition speci-
fying processing; a rule acquisition unit that acquires, re-
garding the processing, a workflow rule capable of setting
therein a parameter indicating which processing is to be
executed; a setting unit that sets the parameter of the
workflow rule based on the workflow definition; and an
execution control unit that controls execution of the
processing in accordance with the workflow rule in which
the parameter is set.
[0008] A processing execution method includes: re-
ceiving a workflow definition specifying processing; ac-
quiring, regarding the processing, a workflow rule capa-
ble of setting therein a parameter indicating which
processing is to be executed; setting the parameter of
the workflow rule based on the workflow definition; and
controlling execution of the processing in accordance
with the workflow rule in which the parameter is set.
[0009] A computer program product includes a non-
transitory computer-usable medium having computer-
readable program codes embodied in the medium. The
program codes when executed cause a computer to ex-
ecute: receiving a workflow definition specifying process-
ing; acquiring, regarding the processing, a workflow rule
capable of setting therein a parameter indicating which
processing is to be executed; setting the parameter of
the workflow rule based on the workflow definition; and
controlling execution of the processing in accordance
with the workflow rule in which the parameter is set.
[0010] The above and other objects, features, advan-
tages and technical and industrial significance of this in-
vention will be better understood by reading the following
detailed description of presently preferred embodiments
of the invention, when considered in connection with the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011]

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a configuration exam-
ple of a distribution system according to a first em-
bodiment;
FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram illustrating a con-
figuration example of an information processing de-
vice according to the first embodiment;
FIG. 3 is a sequence diagram illustrating an example
of a data distribution processing flow according to
the first embodiment;
FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a work-
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flow update processing flow according to the first em-
bodiment;
FIG. 5 is a diagram for explaining an example of a
workflow before rule acquisition and update and an
example of a workflow after rule acquisition and up-
date;
FIG. 6 is a functional block diagram illustrating a con-
figuration example of an information processing de-
vice according to a second embodiment;
FIG. 7 is a sequence diagram illustrating an example
of a data distribution processing flow according to
the second embodiment;
FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a plug-
in execution control processing flow according to the
second embodiment;
FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating a configuration exam-
ple of a distribution system according to a third em-
bodiment;
FIG. 10 is a diagram for explaining an example of a
service providing system according to the third em-
bodiment;
FIG. 11 is a block diagram illustrating a functional
configuration example of a scanning service appli-
cation and an information processing device accord-
ing to the third embodiment;
FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating an example of infor-
mation stored in an enterprise management infor-
mation storage unit;
FIG. 13 is a diagram illustrating an example of infor-
mation stored in a user management information
storage unit;
FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating an example of infor-
mation stored in a device management information
storage unit; and
FIG. 15 is a sequence diagram illustrating an exam-
ple of entire processing according to the third em-
bodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0012] The following will describe embodiments of an
information processing device, a network system, a
processing execution method, and a processing execu-
tion program according to the invention with reference to
the enclosed drawings. The following embodiments do
not limit the invention.

First Embodiment

System Configuration of the First Embodiment

[0013] The configuration of the distribution system of
a first embodiment will be described with reference to
FIG. 1. FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a configuration
example of the distribution system of the first embodi-
ment.
[0014] As illustrated in FIG. 1, the distribution system

1 includes an image forming apparatus 10, a mobile ter-
minal device 20, a client device 30, a cooperation device
40, and an information processing device 100. The image
forming apparatus 10 is an MFP having two or more func-
tions including at least a scanner function among a copy
function, a printer function, the scanner function, and a
facsimile function, or is a laser printer (LP). The image
forming apparatus 10 requests the information process-
ing device 100 to execute a workflow for distributing
scanned image data.
[0015] The mobile terminal device 20 is a cellular
phone, a smartphone, a tablet terminal, or the like that a
user owns. The mobile terminal device 20 requests the
information processing device 100 to execute a workflow
for distributing image data captured using a camera func-
tion. The client device 30 is an information processing
device such as a personal computer (PC). The client de-
vice 30 requests the information processing device 100
to execute a workflow for distributing application data and
web data. That is, a user specifies data to be distributed
and a workflow with the use of devices surrounded by a
broken line in FIG. 1.
[0016] The cooperation device 40 is an information
processing device such as a PC, a server, and a thin
client. The cooperation device 40 contains workflow rules
for data distribution and transmits the workflow rules in
response to requests from the information processing
device 100. The cooperation device 40 may be used as
a document management server in which distributed data
is allocated.
[0017] The information processing device 100 is an in-
formation processing device such as a PC, a server, and
a thin client. The information processing device 100 re-
ceives data to be distributed and requests for the execu-
tion of workflows from, for example, the image forming
apparatus 10, the mobile terminal device 20, and the cli-
ent device 30. The information processing device 100
then acquires a workflow rule from the cooperation de-
vice 40, reflects contents of workflows received from the
devices in the acquired workflow rule, and executes
processing in accordance with the reflected workflow. In
this manner, the information processing device 100
achieves execution of the workflow specified by a user
without creating a workflow rule for each of different work-
flows. The detail of the processing performed by the in-
formation processing device 100 will be described later.

Configuration of Information Processing Device of the 
First Embodiment

[0018] Next, the configuration of the information
processing device of the first embodiment will be de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 2. FIG. 2 is a functional
block diagram illustrating a configuration example of the
information processing device of the first embodiment.
FIG. 2 also illustrates a configuration of the cooperation
device 40.
[0019] As illustrated in FIG. 2, the cooperation device
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40 includes a workflow rule storage unit 41. The workflow
rule storage unit 41 stores therein workflow rules. Such
workflow rules are in a general definition file that is ca-
pable of setting therein information related to distributed
image data and a parameter indicating which processing
is to be executed on the distributed image data, and is
edited, for example, by an administrator of the coopera-
tion device 40 if necessary. The information set in a work-
flow rule is various kinds of setting information such as
a resolution, a file conversion, and creation of a subfolder
at the time of distribution. In the embodiment, workflows
for distributing image data are determined by setting pa-
rameters of workflow rules that can be used generally.
[0020] The information processing device 100 includes
a flow execution plug-in 101a, a flow execution plug-in
101b, a workflow control unit 102, a rule acquisition unit
103, a workflow progress update unit 104, and a rule
information recording unit 105. The rule acquisition unit
103, the workflow progress update unit 104, and the rule
information recording unit 105 serve as a flow execution
plug-in 101c. In addition, the information processing de-
vice 100 includes a workflow progress recording unit 106,
a screen definition information storage unit 107, and a
workflow information storage unit 108. The flow execu-
tion plug-ins are not only the flow execution plug-in 101
a and the flow execution plug-in 101b, and there exist a
plurality of plug-ins for executing workflows.
[0021] The workflow control unit 102 entirely controls
the execution of workflows. To be more specific, the work-
flow control unit 102 controls the processing of workflows
that are set by a user and for which execution is requested
by the user. At this time, the workflow control unit 102
analyzes flow definition information representing defini-
tion information set in a workflow. The workflow control
unit 102 then requests each of flow execution plug-ins to
execute the processing in accordance with the defined
procedure of the workflow.
[0022] The rule acquisition unit 103 acquires a work-
flow rule. To be more specific, receiving an execution
request from the workflow control unit 102, the rule ac-
quisition unit 103 connects with the cooperation device
40 to acquire a workflow rule. The rule acquisition unit
103 then outputs the acquired workflow rule to the work-
flow progress update unit 104.
[0023] The workflow progress update unit 104 analyz-
es each parameter of the acquired workflow rule based
on rule information stored in the rule information record-
ing unit 105, and updates the workflow definition infor-
mation. The workflow progress update unit 104 also up-
dates the state of progress regarding the workflow defi-
nition information.
[0024] The rule information recording unit 105 stores,
regarding the workflow rule acquired by the rule acquisi-
tion unit 103, association between a parameter indicating
which processing is to be executed and workflow defini-
tion information corresponding to the parameter. This is
for making it unnecessary for the cooperation device 40
to rewrite, when some change is made in a data structure

of definition information defining a workflow in the infor-
mation processing device 100 (when the description for
of definition information is changed), the workflow rule in
accordance with the changed contents, for example. That
is, the rule information recording unit 105 of the informa-
tion processing device 100 stores definition information
of workflows depending on processing so that the coop-
eration device 40 can set a parameter of processing to
be executed with a general definition file without consid-
ering design changes, and so on, in the information
processing device 100.
[0025] The workflow progress recording unit 106
records the progress of workflows. That is, the workflow
progress recording unit 106 records, under control of the
workflow control unit 102, the progress of workflows eve-
ry time the flow execution plug-ins are executed.
[0026] The screen definition information storage unit
107 stores therein information of screens displayed on a
device requesting the execution of a workflow. To be
more specific, the screen definition information storage
unit 107 stores therein definition information of screens
displayed on a display unit of the device requesting the
execution of a workflow such as the image forming ap-
paratus 10, the mobile terminal device 20, and the client
device 30. The definition information of screens stored
in the screen definition information storage unit 107 is
transmitted to the device in response to access from it.
In this manner, in each device, a request for the execution
of a workflow can be transmitted to the information
processing device after a user selects the workflow that
he or she intends to execute from a displayed screen and
performs various settings regarding the selected work-
flow (a scan resolution and/or a conversion format of file
conversion, for example). Moreover, each device outputs
a screen indicating that the processing is completed to
the display unit for example.
[0027] The workflow information storage unit 108
stores therein workflow information related to the
processing of one or more workflows preliminarily de-
fined by an administrator or the like. A user accessing
from each device selects a workflow that he or she in-
tends to execute among the workflows defined in the
workflow information storage unit 108. That is, the work-
flow information storage unit 108 stores therein definition
information of workflows that are intended to be selected
by the user, and the screen definition information storage
unit 107 stores therein screens prompting the user to
select a workflow defined in the workflow information
storage unit 108 and screens prompting the user to per-
form various settings in accordance with the workflow.

Data Distribution Processing Sequence of the First Em-
bodiment

[0028] Next, the data distribution processing flow of
the first embodiment will be described with reference to
FIG. 3. FIG. 3 is a sequence diagram illustrating an ex-
ample of a data distribution processing flow of the first
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embodiment. FIG. 3 is an example of a case in which the
image forming apparatus 10 outputs a workflow execu-
tion request.
[0029] As illustrated in FIG. 3, a user performs login
operation on the image forming apparatus 10 (Step
S101). Here, it is supposed that the login operation is
performed to use a distribution application that distributes
data. In the login operation, the user is required to input
user information such as a user name and a password.
The image forming apparatus 10 transmits a request for
the use of the distribution application to the workflow con-
trol unit 102 (Step S102). Here, the image forming appa-
ratus 10 also transmits the user information together with
the request for the use of the distribution application.
[0030] When the workflow control unit 102 has re-
ceived the request for the use of the distribution applica-
tion, it acquires screen definition information for setting
a workflow from the screen definition information storage
unit 107 and makes a response to the image forming
apparatus 10 (Step S103). The image forming apparatus
10 displays a screen for setting a workflow on the display
unit based on the received screen definition information
and receives workflow settings input by the user (Step S
104). The image forming apparatus 10 requests the ex-
ecution of the workflow by the set workflow (Step S105).
[0031] When the workflow control unit 102 has re-
ceived the request for the execution of the workflow from
the image forming apparatus 10, it analyzes flow defini-
tion information of the workflow for which execution has
been requested (Step S106) and requests the flow exe-
cution plug-ins performing respective processing to ex-
ecute the processing in accordance with the defined pro-
cedure of the workflow. In FIG. 3, the workflow control
unit 102 first requests the rule application flow execution
plug-in 101c to execute the processing because the rule
application processing has been defined (Step S107).
[0032] The rule acquisition unit 103 of the rule appli-
cation flow execution plug-in 101 c having received the
request for the execution of the processing connects with
the cooperation device 40 and requests the acquisition
of a workflow rule (Step S 108). The cooperation device
40 transmits, in response to the acquisition request from
the rule acquisition unit 103, a workflow rule to the rule
acquisition unit 103 (Step S109). The rule acquisition unit
103 outputs the received workflow rule to the workflow
progress update unit 104 (Step S110).
[0033] The workflow progress update unit 104 analyz-
es the workflow rule output by the rule acquisition unit
103 based on the rule information stored in the rule in-
formation recording unit 105 (Step S111) and updates
the flow definition information (Step S112). In the update
of the flow definition information, the definition informa-
tion of a flow in accordance with the processing specified
by the parameter described in the acquired workflow rule
is added to the flow definition information before update.
The rule application flow execution plug-in 101c (work-
flow progress update unit 104) outputs the workflow in-
formation after update (updated workflow definition infor-

mation) to the workflow control unit 102 (Step S113).
[0034] When the workflow control unit 102 has re-
ceived the workflow information after update from the
workflow progress update unit 104, it analyzes the pro-
cedure of the workflow described in the workflow infor-
mation after update and the flow progress information
and determines the flow execution plug-in 101 to be
caused to execute processing next (flow execution plug-
in A, here) (Step S 114). The workflow control unit 102
requests the flow execution plug-in A to execute the
processing (Step S 115). Thus, the flow execution plug-
in A executes the processing (Step S116) and outputs
the processing result (including update of the flow
progress information) to the workflow control unit 102
(Step S 117).
[0035] The workflow control unit 102 analyzes the flow
progress information and determines the flow execution
plug-in 101 to be caused to execute the processing next
(flow execution plug-in B, here) (Step S118). The work-
flow control unit 102 requests the flow execution plug-in
B to execute the processing (Step S119). Thus, the flow
execution plug-in B performs the processing (Step S120)
and outputs the processing result (including update of
the flow progress information) to the workflow control unit
102 (Step S121).
[0036] The workflow control unit 102 analyzes the flow
progress information and recognizes that the flow exe-
cution plug-in 101 (flow execution plug-in C. here) is to
be caused to execute the processing next (Step S122).
The workflow control unit 102 requests the flow execution
plug-in C to execute the processing (Step S123). Thus,
the flow execution plug-in C requests the cooperation
device 40 that is a distribution destination of image data
to store the image data (Step S124). Here, the informa-
tion transmitted to the cooperation device 40 is the image
data to be stored and a path of the storage destination.
The cooperation device 40 stores such image data in the
path of the storage destination based on the storage re-
quest (Step S125). The workflow control unit 102 finishes
the processing once the processing of the workflow for
which execution has been requested is completed. The
workflow control unit 102 may notifies the image forming
apparatus 10 of the completion of the workflow.

Workflow Update Processing Flow of the First Embodi-
ment

[0037] The following will describe a flow of workflow
update processing executed by the workflow progress
update unit 104 of the rule application flow execution
plug-in 101c of the first embodiment with reference to
FIG. 4. FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an example of the
workflow update processing flow of the first embodiment.
[0038] As illustrated in FIG. 4, the workflow progress
update unit 104 analyzes the workflow rule acquired from
the cooperation device 40 and searches for a parameter
matching the parameter stored in the rule information
recording unit 105 (Step S201). The workflow progress
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update unit 104 identifies the matching parameter and
thus identifies processing that is intended to be executed
in accordance with the workflow rule (Step S202). Next,
the workflow progress update unit 104 acquires flow def-
inition information corresponding to the processing that
is intended to be executed (Step S203) and updates def-
inition information of the workflow for which execution
has been requested based on the acquired flow definition
information (Step S204).
[0039] The parameter in the workflow rule and the pa-
rameter in the rule information recording unit 105 are
preliminarily set so that they have the same description.
For example, when the optical character reader (OCR)
processing is to be performed, a parameter "OCR" is de-
scribed, for example. For the detail setting of the OCR
processing such as whether the OCR setting is per-
formed with text or without text, a parameter "OCRwith-
TEXT-True" or "OCRwithTEXT=False" is described, for
example. That is, the parameter "OCR" is a parameter
for specifying a flow execution plug-in for which execution
is intended, and the parameter "OCRwithTEXT=True" or
"OCRwithTEXT=False" is setting information of the
processing of the flow execution plug-in for which exe-
cution is intended.
[0040] The workflow rule does not necessarily include
a parameter indicating a flow execution plug-in. For ex-
ample, for the specification of only a distribution destina-
tion, the input of "Distribution = (path of distribution des-
tination)" allows the distribution to the path specified by
the cooperation device 40. In the workflow rule, param-
eters are described in the order of processing to be ex-
ecuted, which makes it possible to form definition infor-
mation of the workflow after update obtained by further
adding a workflow to the workflow for which execution
has been requested. Therefore, the rule information re-
cording unit 105 stores therein, in an associated manner,
a parameter indicating each flow execution plug-in, a pa-
rameter indicating setting information of each flow exe-
cution plug-in, and actual flow definition information to
be described in the workflow definition information.
[0041] The workflow progress update unit 104 analyz-
es the parameters and performs, when the flow execution
plug-in is indicated, update by adding processing of the
flow execution plug-in to the workflow based on the cor-
responding flow definition information. When the setting
information is indicated, the workflow progress update
unit 104 identifies flow definition information regarding
the flow execution plug-in for which update according to
the setting information is to be performed, based on the
workflow definition information, and performs processing
of updating the setting information of the identified flow
definition information.
[0042] FIG. 5 is a diagram for explaining an example
of workflows before rule acquisition and update and after
rule acquisition and update. The workflow before rule ac-
quisition and update is processing of a workflow defined
preliminarily by an administrator or the like, that is, it is
the information stored in the workflow information storage

unit 108. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 5A, the work-
flow before rule acquisition and update is a workflow in-
cluding "distribution destination rule application" and
"folder distribution". Here, the "distribution destination
rule application" indicates a rule application plug-in.
Thus, the workflow after rule acquisition and update is
processing of a workflow processed by the rule applica-
tion plug-in. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 5B, the
workflow after rule acquisition and update is a workflow
including "image correction", "PDF conversion", "ar-
chiver", and "folder distribution".

Effect of the First Embodiment

[0043] In the information processing device 100, with
only the definition of the rule application flow execution
plug-in 101c as one of processing of a workflow, the rule
application flow execution plug-in 101c acquires a work-
flow rule from the cooperation device 40 and updates
definition information of the workflow based on the ac-
quired workflow rule. Therefore, even when the process-
ing to be applied is changed in the cooperation device
40, there is no need to make a change in the information
processing device 100, which can decrease a burden on
an administrator.

Second Embodiment

Configuration of Information Processing Device of the 
Second Embodiment

[0044] The configuration of an information processing
device of a second embodiment will be described with
reference to FIG. 6. FIG. 6 is a functional block diagram
illustrating a configuration example of the information
processing device of the second embodiment. FIG. 6 also
illustrates the configuration of the cooperation device 40,
similarly to the first embodiment.
[0045] As illustrated in FIG. 6, the cooperation device
40 includes the workflow rule storage unit 41. The con-
figuration and the processing of the cooperation device
40 are the same as the cooperation device 40 of the first
embodiment. Thus, the detailed description thereof is
omitted.
[0046] An information processing device 200 includes
a flow execution plug-in 20 1 a, a flow execution plug-in
201b, a workflow control unit 202, a plug-in information
acquisition unit 203, a rule acquisition unit 204, a plug-
in control unit 205, and a rule information recording unit
206. The plug-in information acquisition unit 203, the rule
acquisition unit 204, the plug-in control unit 205, and the
rule information recording unit 206 serve as a flow exe-
cution plug-in 201c. In addition, the information process-
ing device 200 includes a screen definition information
storage unit 207, a workflow information storage unit 208,
and a plug-in information storage unit 209. The flow ex-
ecution plug-ins are not only the flow execution plug-in
201a and the flow execution plug-in 201b, and there exist
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a plurality of plug-ins for executing workflows.
[0047] The workflow control unit 202 entirely controls
the execution of workflows. To be more specific, the work-
flow control unit 202 controls the processing of workflows
that are set by a user and for which execution is requested
by the user. Here, the workflow control unit 202 analyzes
flow definition information indicating definition informa-
tion set in a workflow. The workflow control unit 202 then
requests each of flow execution plug-ins to execute the
processing in accordance with the defined procedure of
the workflow. In the second embodiment, the workflow
control unit 202 requests the flow execution plug-in 101c
to execute the processing, and the flow execution plug-
in 101 c requests each of the flow execution plug-ins to
execute the processing, thereby achieving the execution
of each flow execution plug-in.
[0048] The plug-in information acquisition unit 203 ac-
quires plug-in information. To be more specific, when the
plug-in information acquisition unit 203 has received a
request for the execution of a plug-in from the workflow
control unit 202, it requests the rule acquisition unit 204
to acquire a workflow rule. When the plug-in information
acquisition unit 203 has acquired the workflow rule
through the response from the rule acquisition unit 204,
it acquires plug-in information from the plug-in informa-
tion storage unit 209. Thereafter, the plug-in information
acquisition unit 203 outputs the acquired plug-in informa-
tion and so on, to the plug-in control unit 205. The plug-
in information storage unit 209 stores therein a list of
plug-ins existing in the information processing device
200. The plug-in information storage unit 209 stores
therein association between each plug-in and a name
thereof and so on, used in the description in the workflow
rule. That is, in the embodiment, processing requests are
sequentially output to the associated plug-ins while using
the plug-in information.
[0049] The rule acquisition unit 204 acquires a work-
flow rule. To be more specific, when the rule acquisition
unit 204 has received a request for the acquisition of a
workflow rule from the plug-in information acquisition unit
203, it connects with the cooperation device 40 to acquire
a workflow rule. The rule acquisition unit 204 then outputs
the acquired workflow rule to the plug-in information ac-
quisition unit 203.
[0050] The plug-in control unit 205 analyzes the work-
flow rule and requests each flow execution plug-in to ex-
ecute the processing. To be more specific, when the plug-
in control unit 205 has received plug-in information from
the plug-in information acquisition unit 203, it sequentially
requests, based on the plug-in information, the associ-
ated flow execution plug-ins to execute the processing.
In this manner, when the processing of all of the flow
execution plug-ins is completed, the plug-in control unit
205 outputs notification indicating that the processing is
completed to the workflow control unit 202.
[0051] The rule information recording unit 206 stores,
regarding the workflow rule acquired by the rule acquisi-
tion unit 204, association between a parameter indicating

which processing is to be executed and workflow defini-
tion information corresponding to the parameter. The
processing of the rule information recording unit 206 is
similar to the processing of the rule information recording
unit 105.
[0052] The screen definition information storage unit
207 stores therein information of screens displayed on a
device requesting the execution of a workflow. To be
more specific, the screen definition information storage
unit 207 stores therein definition information of screens
displayed on a display unit of the device requesting the
execution of a workflow such as the image forming ap-
paratus 10, the mobile terminal device 20, and the client
device 30. The definition information of screens stored
in the screen definition information storage unit 207 is
transmitted to the device in response to access from the
device. In this manner, in each device, a request for the
execution of a workflow can be transmitted to the infor-
mation processing device after a user selects the work-
flow that he or she intends to execute from a displayed
screen and performs various settings regarding the se-
lected workflow (a scan resolution and a conversion for-
mat of file conversion, for example). Moreover, each de-
vice outputs a screen indicating that the processing is
completed to the display unit for example.
[0053] The workflow information storage unit 208
stores therein workflow information related to the
processing of one or more workflows preliminarily de-
fined by an administrator or the like. A user accessing
from each device selects a workflow that he or she in-
tends to execute among the workflows defined in the
workflow information storage unit 208. That is, the work-
flow information storage unit 208 stores therein definition
information of workflows that are intended to be selected
by the user, and the screen definition information storage
unit 207 stores therein screens prompting the user to
select a workflow defined in the workflow information
storage unit 208 and screens prompting the user to per-
form various settings in accordance with the workflow.

Data Distribution Processing Sequence of the Second 
Embodiment

[0054] Next, the data distribution processing flow of
the second embodiment will be described with reference
to FIG. 7. FIG. 7 is a sequence diagram illustrating an
example of a data distribution processing flow of the sec-
ond embodiment. FIG. 7 is an example of a case in which
the image forming apparatus 10 outputs a workflow ex-
ecution request.
[0055] As illustrated in FIG. 7, a user performs login
operation on the image forming apparatus 10 (Step
S301). Here, it is supposed that the login operation is
performed to use a distribution application that distributes
data. In the login operation, the user is required to input
user information such as a user name and a password.
The image forming apparatus 10 transmits a request for
the use of the distribution application to the workflow con-
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trol unit 202 (Step S302). Here, the image forming appa-
ratus 10 also transmits the user information together with
the request for the use of the distribution application.
[0056] When the workflow control unit 202 has re-
ceived the request for the use of the distribution applica-
tion, it acquires screen definition information for setting
a workflow from the screen definition information storage
unit 207 and makes a response to the image forming
apparatus 10 (Step S303). The image forming apparatus
10 displays a screen for setting a workflow on the display
unit based on the received screen definition information
and receives workflow settings input by the user (Step
S304). The image forming apparatus 10 requests the ex-
ecution of the workflow along the set workflow (Step
S305). Here, the image forming apparatus 10 also trans-
mits the flow definition information together with the work-
flow execution request.
[0057] When the workflow control unit 202 has re-
ceived the request for the execution of the workflow from
the image forming apparatus 10, it analyzes flow defini-
tion information of the workflow for which execution has
been requested (Step S306) and requests the flow exe-
cution plug-ins performing respective processing to ex-
ecute the processing in accordance with the defined pro-
cedure of the workflow. In FIG. 7, the workflow control
unit 202 requests the rule application flow execution plug-
in 201 c to execute the processing because the rule ap-
plication processing has been defined (Step S307).
[0058] When the plug-in information acquisition unit
203 of the rule application flow execution plug-in 201c
having received a request for the execution of the
processing has received a request for the execution of
the plug-in from the workflow control unit 202, it requests
the rule acquisition unit 204 to acquire a workflow rule
(Step S308). When the rule acquisition unit 204 has re-
ceived the request for the acquisition of a workflow rule,
it connects with the cooperation device 40 to request the
acquisition of the workflow rule. The rule acquisition unit
204 acquires the workflow rule from the cooperation de-
vice 40 and outputs the acquired workflow rule to the
plug-in information acquisition unit 203 (Step S309).
[0059] When the plug-in information acquisition unit
203 has received the workflow rule from the rule acqui-
sition unit 204, it acquires plug-in information from the
plug-in information storage unit 209 and outputs the ac-
quired plug-in information to the plug-in control unit 205
(Step S310). When the plug-in control unit 205 has re-
ceived the plug-in information and so on, from the plug-
in information acquisition unit 203, it analyzes the work-
flow rule based on the plug-in information (Step S312),
determines the flow execution plug-in 101 to be caused
to execute the processing next that is associated with
the plug-in information (flow execution plug-in A, here),
and requests the execution of the plug-in (Step S313).
In this manner, the flow execution plug-in A executes the
processing (Step S314) and outputs the processing re-
sult to the plug-in control unit 205 (Step S315).
[0060] Similarly, the plug-in control unit 205 requests

the flow execution plug-in B to execute the processing
of the plug-in (Step S316). The flow execution plug-in B
executes the processing (Step S317) and outputs the
processing result to the plug-in control unit 205 (Step
S318). Moreover, the plug-in control unit 205 requests
the flow execution plug-in C to execute the processing
of the plug-in (Step S319).
[0061] Thus, the flow execution plug-in C requests the
cooperation device 40 that is a distribution destination of
image data to store the image data (Step S320). Here,
the information transmitted to the cooperation device 40
is the image data to be stored and a path of the storage
destination. The cooperation device 40 stores such im-
age data in the path of the storage destination based on
the storage request (Step S321). After the data storage
request, the flow execution plug-in C outputs the process-
ing result to the plug-in control unit 205 (Step S322). The
plug-in control unit 205 outputs notification indicating that
the processing of all of the flow execution plug-ins is com-
pleted to the workflow control unit 202 as a response with
the execution result (Step S323). The workflow control
unit 202 finishes the processing as all processing in the
flow definition information is completed (Step S324).

Plug-in Execution Control Processing Flow of the Second 
Embodiment

[0062] The following will describe a flow of the plug-in
execution control processing executed by the plug-in
control unit 205 of the rule application flow execution
plug-in 201c of the second embodiment with reference
to FIG. 8. FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an example of
the plug-in execution control processing flow of the sec-
ond embodiment.
[0063] As illustrated in FIG. 8, the plug-in control unit
205 receives plug-in information from the plug-in infor-
mation acquisition unit 203 and analyzes a workflow rule
(Step S401). The plug-in control unit 205 identifies the
corresponding execution processing based on the plug-
in information (Step S402). Subsequently, the plug-in
control unit 205 identifies a flow execution plug-in corre-
sponding to the execution processing (Step S403) and
sequentially performs execution control of the plug-in
(Step S404).

Effect of the Second Embodiment

[0064] The information processing device 200 re-
quests, based on the information associating a plug-in
performing processing with its name used in the descrip-
tion in a workflow rule and so on,, the corresponding plug-
in to execute the processing. As a result, there is no need
to generate a workflow rule corresponding to each work-
flow, which can decrease a burden on an administrator.

Third Embodiment

[0065] While the embodiments of the information
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processing device of the invention have been described,
various kinds of different embodiments can be imple-
mented other than the embodiments described above.
The following will describe embodiments different from
those mentioned above in (1) configuration and (2) pro-
gram.

(1) Configuration

[0066] The processing procedure, the control proce-
dure, the specific names, and the information including
the various kinds of data and the parameters, which have
been described in the above-mentioned description and
drawings, can be modified arbitrarily unless otherwise
specified. Moreover, the illustrated components of each
device are based on the functional concept, and are not
necessarily configured physically as illustrated in the
drawings. That is, the specific form in relation to distribu-
tion or integration of the devices is not limited to the form
illustrated in the drawings, and the entire of the device
or one part thereof can be distributed or integrated func-
tionally or physically in an arbitrary unit, depending on
various loads, a use state, and/or the like.
[0067] FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating a configuration
example of a distribution system according to a third em-
bodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 9, in a distribution system
1a, a service providing system 1000 and an office 2000,
and an online storage 3000 are connected to a network
such as the Internet. Among them, the service providing
system 1000 includes an access control device 1100, a
scanning service providing device 1200a, a printing serv-
ice providing device 1200b, and another service provid-
ing device 1200c. The service providing system 1000
adopts cloud computing, and provides various kinds of
service.
[0068] The access control device 1100 is an informa-
tion processing device such as a PC and a server device
that controls provision of various kinds of service. The
scanning service providing device 1200a is an informa-
tion processing device such as a PC and a server device
that provides service related to scanning of documents.
The printing service providing device 1200b is an infor-
mation processing device such as a PC and a server
device that provides service related to printing of print
data. Another service providing device 1200c is an infor-
mation processing device such as a PC and a server
device that provides service such as portal service that
is different from the service provided by the scanning
service providing device 1200a or the printing service
providing device 1200b. Here, the portal service indicates
service of providing a portal site for providing service de-
pending on enterprises or users. The number of each
device arranged in the service providing system 1000 is
one or more.
[0069] The office 2000 includes a client device 2100,
a mobile terminal device 2200, an image forming appa-
ratus 2300, and an information processing device 2400.
The client device 2100 is an information processing de-

vice such as a PC used by a user. The mobile terminal
device 2200 is a terminal device such as a cellular phone,
a smartphone, and a tablet terminal used by a user. The
image forming apparatus 2300 is an image forming ap-
paratus such as an MFP, a copying machine, a scanner,
a printer, and an LP. The information processing device
2400 is an information processing device such as a PC
and a server device that distribute image data. The con-
nection to a network from the devices in the office 2000
is performed through a firewall. The number of each de-
vice arranged in the office 2000 is one or more. The office
2000 may be a shop or a private residence, for example.
Some of the devices included in the office 2000 may be
arranged on a network outside the office.
[0070] The online storage 3000 is a storage device that
stores therein various kinds of data. The online storage
3000 stores therein various kinds of data through a net-
work such as the Internet. The online storage 3000 may-
be used as a storage device of a distribution destination
to which image data is distributed. The system configu-
ration of the distribution system 1a illustrated in FIG. 9 is
one example and the devices and the functions can be
integrated or distributed, for example.
[0071] FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating an example of
the service providing system 1000 of the third embodi-
ment. In the following, an application program provided
by the service providing system 1000 may be merely re-
ferred to as an "application".
[0072] The service providing system 1000 illustrated
in FIG. 10 is used for achieving provision of various kinds
of service such as scanning service related to distribution
service. A service application 1210 includes a scanning
service application 1211, a printing service application
1212, a service application 1213, a service application
1214, and so on. The various functions of these service
applications can be used in a range open by a platform
application programming interface (API).
[0073] A platform 1220 includes functions common to
a plurality of service applications and basic functions
used by the service applications, for example. A setting
registration unit 1221 registers settings regarding the
platform 1220 and various settings related to the common
functions and the basic functions. A device communica-
tion unit 1222 controls communication with devices. An
authentication processing unit 1223 performs authenti-
cation processing when a user uses service. When the
service providing system 1000 cooperates with a device,
a session control unit 1224 controls their communication
sessions.
A data processing control unit 1225 controls data
processing by each data processing unit 1226 based on
various requests. The data processing unit 1226 includes
an OCR processing unit 1226a, an upload processing
unit 1226b, and a storage cooperation unit 1226c. The
OCR processing unit 1226a reads out characters opti-
cally and outputs character data, or recognizes charac-
ters based on image data read out by a scanner or the
like, and converts them to a document. The upload
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processing unit 1226b uploads data received from de-
vices into a storage as a distribution destination. The stor-
age as a distribution destination is the online storage
3000, for example. The storage cooperation unit 1226c
transmits and receives data controlled by the online stor-
age 3000 on the network.
[0074] A control data 1230 includes an enterprise man-
agement information storage unit 1231, a user manage-
ment information storage unit 1232, a device manage-
ment information storage unit 1233, a data management
information storage unit 1234, and a data storage 1235.
Among them, the enterprise management information
storage unit 1231 stores therein information of enterpris-
es, organizations, belonging groups, and so on, to which
the service providing system 1000 provides service. FIG.
12 is a diagram illustrating an example of information
stored in the enterprise management information storage
unit 1231. As illustrated in FIG. 12, the enterprise man-
agement information storage unit 1231 stores therein in-
formation of an organization code, an enterprise name,
a country, a language, a purchased application, and a
cooperation storage information. The organization code
is information for specifying one or more users or a group
of devices. The enterprise name is information indicating
a name of an enterprise using service. The country is
information indicating a country in which an enterprise is
located. The language is information indicating a lan-
guage corresponding to a country. The purchased appli-
cation is information indicating an application purchased
by an enterprise. The cooperation storage information is
information indicating a storage available to the user us-
ing the service.
[0075] The user management information storage unit
1232 stores therein information of users using the service
provided by the service providing system 1000. FIG. 13
is a diagram illustrating an example of information stored
in the user management information storage unit 1232.
As illustrated in FIG. 13, the user management informa-
tion storage unit 1232 stores therein information of an
organization code, a user name, a password, a role, ad-
dress information, storage A account information, and
storage B account information. The organization code is
information for specifying a group such as an enterprise
and an organization, as described above. The user name
and the password are information for specifying the user
using the service. The user name only needs to be infor-
mation for specifying the user, and thus the identification
information such as a user identification (ID) may be
adopted alternatively. When, for example, a user ID can
specify the user, a password is not necessary. Further-
more, it is possible to adopt information identifying an
electronic medium, such as an integrated circuit (IC)
card, a cellular phone, a tablet terminal, and an electronic
book terminal (a serial ID of a device, a telephone number
of a cellular phone, and profile information of a terminal,
for example), that the user owns. Moreover, the user may
be specified using combined information of a plurality of
kinds of information specifying these electronic media.

The address information is information indicating a mail
address of each user. The storage A account information
is information of an account allocated to each user re-
garding the "storage A". The storage B account informa-
tion is information of an account allocated to each user
regarding the "storage B".
[0076] The device management information storage
unit 1233 stores therein information related to authenti-
cation of devices arranged in each organization (each
enterprise). FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating an example
of information stored in the device management informa-
tion storage unit 1223. As illustrated in FIG. 14, the device
management information storage unit 1223 stores there-
in information of an organization code and device au-
thentication information. The organization code is infor-
mation for specifying a group such as an enterprise and
an organization, as described above. The device authen-
tication information is information for authenticating a de-
vice, and is information, such as an ID and a device
number, indicating that a given application is provided in
a device.
[0077] The data management information storage unit
1234 stores therein information related to data stored in
a data storage. The data storage 1235 stores therein
data processed based on received data such as data
received from devices and other data received from the
outside, for example.
[0078] In the service adopting cloud computing, un-
specified large number of organizations (enterprises) use
various kinds of service. Thus, in the service adopting
cloud computing, a used service, a candidate of a storage
storing therein data, user information, device information,
and so on, are managed in association with an organi-
zation code. The online storages are also available to
unspecified large number of users. Thus, there exists
login information (storage account information) corre-
sponding to each of storages.
[0079] FIG. 11 is a block diagram illustrating a function
configuration example of the scanning service applica-
tion 1211 and the information processing device 2400 of
the third embodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 11, the scan-
ning service application 1211 functions as a processing
request unit 1211 a and a workflow rule information
1211b.
[0080] The processing request unit 1211a requests
processing by functions of units in a range open by the
platform API. The workflow rule information 1211b cor-
responds to information of the workflow rules in the work-
flow rule storage unit 41.
[0081] The information processing device 2400 func-
tions as a flow execution plug-in 2401a, a flow execution
plug-in 2401b, a workflow control unit 2402, a screen
definition information storage unit 2403, a setting infor-
mation container unit 2404, a workflow update unit 2405,
a login request unit 2406, a rule information recording
unit 2407, and a service use request unit 2408.
[0082] The flow execution plug-in 2401a and the flow
execution plug-in 2401b correspond to the flow execution
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plug-in 101a and the flow execution plug-in 101b. The
workflow control unit 2402 corresponds to the workflow
control unit 102. The screen definition information stor-
age unit 2403 corresponds to the screen definition infor-
mation storage unit 107. The setting information contain-
er unit 2404 contains setting information required for us-
ing the service providing system 1000. The workflow up-
date unit 2405 corresponds to the workflow progress up-
date unit 104. The login request unit 2406 requests login
to the service providing system 1000. The rule informa-
tion recording unit 2407 corresponds to the rule informa-
tion recording unit 105. The service use request unit 2408
requests the use of various kinds of service provided by
the service providing system 1000.
[0083] FIG. 15 is a sequence diagram illustrating an
example of the entire processing of the third embodiment.
FIG. 15 is an example of a case in which the image form-
ing apparatus 2300 outputs a request for the execution
of a workflow.
[0084] As illustrated in FIG. 15, a user performs login
operation on the image forming apparatus 2300 (Step
S501). The image forming apparatus 2300 transmits a
request for the use of a distribution application to the
workflow control unit 2402 (Step S502). When the work-
flow control unit 2402 has received the request for the
use of the distribution application, it acquires screen def-
inition information for setting a workflow from the screen
definition information storage unit 2403 and makes a re-
sponse to the image forming apparatus 2300 (Step
S503). The image forming apparatus 2300 displays a
screen for setting a workflow on the display unit based
on the received screen definition information and re-
ceives workflow settings input by the user (Step S504).
The image forming apparatus 2300 requests the execu-
tion of the workflow along the set workflow (S505). Here,
the image forming apparatus 2300 also transmits flow
definition information, user information such as a user
name and a password, an organization code, and device
authentication information, for example, together with the
workflow execution request.
[0085] Receiving the workflow execution request from
the image forming apparatus 2300, the workflow control
unit 2402 analyzes flow definition information of the work-
flow for which execution has been requested (Step S506)
and outputs a plug-in execution request to the login re-
quest unit 2406 (Step S507).
[0086] The login request unit 2406 requests login to
the service providing system 1000 (Step S508). The in-
formation transmitted in the login request is an organiza-
tion code, a user name, a password, device authentica-
tion information, and/or the like. That is, the information
processing device 2400 transmits information necessary
for using the service providing system 1000. The service
providing system 1000 performs authentication process-
ing based on the information transmitted by the login re-
quest unit 2406 (Step S509) and makes a response to
the login request to the login request unit 2406 (Step
S510). Thus, the login request unit 2406 notifies the serv-

ice use request unit 2408 that the login authentication is
completed normally.
[0087] When the login authentication is completed nor-
mally, the service use request unit 2408 requests the
service providing system 1000 to acquire a workflow rule
(Step S511). In response to this, the service providing
system 1000 transmits a workflow rule to the service use
request unit 2408 (Step S512). The service use request
unit 2408 then outputs the workflow rule to the workflow
update unit 2405.
[0088] The workflow update unit 2405 acquires the
workflow rule output by the service use request unit 2408
(Step S513) and updates the flow definition information
(Step S514). In the update of the flow definition informa-
tion, the definition information of a flow in accordance
with the processing specified by the parameter described
in the acquired workflow rule is added to the flow defini-
tion information before update. The workflow update unit
2405 transmits the updated flow definition information to
the service providing system 1000 through the service
use request unit 2408 (Step S515). In this manner, the
processing corresponding to the flow definition informa-
tion is performed in the service providing system 1000
(Step S516), and the processing result is returned to the
workflow control unit 2402 through the service use re-
quest unit 2408 (Step S517).

(2) Computer program

[0089] As one form, a processing execution program
executed in the information processing device 100 is re-
corded, as a file in an installable or executable format, in
a computer readable recording medium such as a com-
pact disc read only memory (CD-ROM), a flexible disk
(FD), a compact disc recordable (CD-R), and a digital
versatile disk (DVD), and then provided. Moreover, the
processing execution program executed in the informa-
tion processing device 100 may be stored in a computer
connected to a network such as the Internet, and then
provided by download thereof through the network. Al-
ternatively, the processing execution program executed
in the information processing device 100 may be provid-
ed or distributed through a network such as the Internet.
Moreover, the processing execution program may be
preliminarily embedded and provided in the ROM, for ex-
ample.
[0090] The processing execution program executed in
the information processing device 100 is of a module
configuration including the units described above (work-
flow control unit 102, rule acquisition unit 103, workflow
progress update unit 104). As actual hardware, a central
processing unit (CPU) (processor) reads out the process-
ing execution program from the recording medium and
executes it, whereby the units described above are load-
ed on a main memory, and the workflow control unit 102,
the rule acquisition unit 103, and the workflow progress
update unit 104 are generated on the main memory.
[0091] The embodiment exerts the effect of decreasing
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a burden on an administrator.
[0092] Although the invention has been described with
respect to specific embodiments for a complete and clear
disclosure, the appended claims are not to be thus limited
but are to be construed as embodying all modifications
and alternative constructions that may occur to one
skilled in the art that fairly fall within the basic teaching
herein set forth.
[0093] The present invention can be implemented in
any convenient form, for example using dedicated hard-
ware, or a mixture of dedicated hardware and software.
The present invention may be implemented as computer
software implemented by one or more network process-
ing apparatus. The network can comprise any conven-
tional terrestrial or wireless communications network,
such as the Internet. The processing apparatus can com-
promise any suitably programmed apparatuses such as
a general purpose computer, personal digital assistant,
mobile telephone (such as a WAP or 3G-compliant
phone) and so on. Since the present invention can be
implemented as software, each and every aspect of the
present invention thus encompasses computer software
implemental on a programmable device. The computer
software can be provided to the programmable device
using any conventional carrier medium. The carrier me-
dium can compromise a transient carrier medium such
as an electrical, optical, microwave, acoustic or radio fre-
quency signal carrying the computer code. An example
of such a transient medium is a TCP/IP signal carrying
computer code over an IP network, such as the Internet.
The carrier medium can also comprise a storage medium
for storing processor readable code such as a floppy disk,
hard disk, CD ROM, magnetic tape device or solid state
memory device.
[0094] The hardware platform includes any desired
kind of hardware resources including, for example, a cen-
tral processing unit (CPU), a random access memory
(RAM), and a hard disk drive (HDD). The CPU may be
implemented by any desired kind of any desired number
of processor. The RAM may be implemented by any de-
sired kind of volatile or non-volatile memory. The HDD
may be implemented by any desired kind of non-volatile
memory capable of storing a large amount of data. The
hardware resources may additionally include an input de-
vice, an output device, or a network device, depending
on the type of the apparatus. Alternatively, the HDD may
be provided outside of the apparatus as long as the HDD
is accessible. In this example, the CPU, such as a cashe
memory of the CPU, and the RAM may function as a
physical memory or a primary memory of the apparatus,
while the HDD may function as a secondary memory of
the apparatus.

Claims

1. An information processing device (100; 200; 2400),
comprising:

a reception unit (102; 205; 2402) that receives
a workflow definition specifying processing;
a rule acquisition unit (103; 204; 2408) that ac-
quires, regarding the processing, a workflow
rule capable of setting therein a parameter indi-
cating which processing is to be executed;
a setting unit (104, 105; 205, 206; 2405, 2407)
that sets the parameter of the workflow rule
based on the workflow definition; and
an execution control unit (102; 205; 2402) that
controls execution of the processing in accord-
ance with the workflow rule in which the param-
eter is set.

2. The information processing device (100; 200; 2400)
according to claim 1, wherein the execution control
unit (102; 205; 2402) sequentially requests plug-ins
(101a, 101b. 101; 201a, 201b, 201c; 2401a, 2401b)
corresponding to the processing to execute process-
ing.

3. The information processing device (100; 200; 2400)
according to claim 1, further comprising:

a corresponding information acquisition unit
(203) that acquires corresponding information
when plug-ins (101a, 101b. 101; 201a, 201b,
201c; 2401a, 2401b) corresponding to the
processing are described in the workflow rule,
wherein
the execution control unit (102; 205; 2402) se-
quentially requests, based on the corresponding
information, the plug-ins (101a, 101b. 101; 201
a, 201b, 201c; 2401a, 2401b) corresponding to
the processing to execute processing.

4. A processing execution method, comprising:

receiving (S105; S305; S505) a workflow defi-
nition specifying processing;
acquiring (S108; S308; S512), regarding the
processing, a workflow rule capable of setting
therein a parameter indicating which processing
is to be executed;
setting (S112; S310; S514) the parameter of the
workflow rule based on the workflow definition;
and
controlling (S115, S119; S313, S316) execution
of the processing in accordance with the work-
flow rule in which the parameter is set.

5. The processing execution method according to claim
4, wherein the controlling (S 115, S119; S313, S316)
includes sequentially requesting plug-ins (101a,
101b. 101; 201a, 201b, 201c; 2401a, 2401b) corre-
sponding to the processing to execute processing.

6. The processing execution method according to claim
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4, further comprising:

acquiring (S310) corresponding information
when plug-ins (101a, 101b. 101; 201a, 201b,
201c; 2401a, 2401b) corresponding to the
processing are described in the workflow rule,
wherein
the controlling (S313, S316) includes sequen-
tially requesting, based on the corresponding in-
formation, the plug-ins (101a, 101b. 101; 201a,
201b, 201c; 2401a, 2401b) corresponding to the
processing to perform processing.

7. A computer program product comprising a non-tran-
sitory computer-usable medium having computer-
readable program codes embodied in the medium,
wherein the program codes when executed cause a
computer to execute:

receiving (S105; S305; S505) a workflow defi-
nition specifying processing;
acquiring (S108; S308; S512), regarding the
processing, a workflow rule capable of setting
therein a parameter indicating which processing
is to be executed;
setting (S112; S310; S514) the parameter of the
workflow rule based on the workflow definition;
and
controlling (S 115, S119; S313, S316) execution
of the processing in accordance with the work-
flow rule in which the parameter is set.

8. The computer program product according to claim
7, wherein the controlling (S115, S119; S313, S316)
includes sequentially requesting plug-ins (101a,
101b. 101; 201a, 201b, 201 c; 2401 a, 2401b) cor-
responding to the processing to execute processing.

9. The computer program product according to claim
7, wherein the program codes when executed cause
the computer to further execute:

acquiring (S310) corresponding information
when plug-ins (101 a, 101b. 101; 201a, 201b,
201c; 2401a, 2401b) corresponding to the
processing are described in the workflow rule,
wherein
the controlling (S313, S316) includes sequen-
tially requesting, based on the corresponding in-
formation, the plug-ins (101a, 101b. 101; 201a,
201b, 201c; 2401a, 2401b) corresponding to the
processing to perform processing.
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