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(54) Active front end power converter with boost mode derating to protect filter inductor

(57) Methods and apparatus are presented for con-
trolling a power converter to protect input filter inductors
from overheating, in which an active front end (AFE) rec-
tifier is operated in a boost mode to provide a boosted

DC voltage at a derated output current value selected
according to the DC bus voltage boost amount corre-
sponding to a maximum load condition for which the filter
inductors will not overheat.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a technical
field of power conversion, and particularly to a method
and apparatus for boost mode derating.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Power conversion systems are used to provide
AC output power to a load, such as motor drives with an
inverter stage driving an AC motor. Active front end (AFE)
converters employ a switching rectifier to convert input
AC power to provide DC power to a bus, with the inverter
switches converting the DC bus to output currents to drive
the load. Such active front end converters are typically
coupled with input filters, such as LCL filter circuits con-
nected to each power phase. Since the front end rectifier
is a switching circuit, the input filter operates to prevent
introduction of unwanted harmonic content into the power
grid or other input source. Filter components, including
the filter inductors, are typically designed according to
the power converter rating, where oversizing input filter
components adds cost to the system and occupies val-
uable enclosure space. However, situations may occur
in which grid voltages sag, or in which an available input
source voltage is lower than the nominal AC input voltage
for which the converter was designed. In certain applica-
tions, moreover, it may be desirable to operate a higher
voltage motor or other load even though the source volt-
age is low, for instance, a 400 V input voltage to drive a
460 V motor. In these situations, the active front end rec-
tifier can be operated in boost mode to essentially in-
crease the gain of the front end converter, thereby boost-
ing the DC bus voltage. At full load conditions, however,
boost mode operation of the active front end rectifier
leads to increased ripple and other harmonics, which can
overheat the filter inductor core. One or more thermal
shutoff switches may be positioned to sense the inductor
temperature increase and cause a safe system shut-
down. However, tripping the drive may not be desired in
certain applications, and thus it is desirable to have a
technique to allow the system to operate in boost mode
without shutdown. In addition, such a thermal switch may
be positioned some distance from the inductor core in
order to sense temperature increases due to multiple
causes, such as to detect whether a system blower fan
is off while a full load is being driven, and thus may be
unable to quickly detect overheating in the filter inductor
core. Adding multiple thermal switches may address this
issue, but this approach adds further cost and complexity
to the system. Accordingly, there is a need for improved
power converter apparatus and operating techniques to
facilitate selective operation with an active front end in
boost mode while mitigating or avoiding thermal stress
to filter inductors.

SUMMARY

[0003] Various aspects of the present disclosure are
now summarized to facilitate a basic understanding of
the disclosure, wherein this summary is not an extensive
overview of the disclosure, and is intended neither to
identify certain elements of the disclosure, nor to delin-
eate the scope thereof. Rather, the primary purpose of
this summary is to present various concepts of the dis-
closure in a simplified form prior to the more detailed
description that is presented hereinafter. The present dis-
closure provides motor drives and other power conver-
sion systems as well as control techniques therefor, in
which the power converter is selectively derated in boost
mode to protect input filter inductors from thermal stress.
[0004] A power converter operating method is provid-
ed, in which a rectifier is operated in a boost mode to
provide a DC bus voltage above the peak line to line AC
input voltage, and a derated output current value is de-
termined according to the input voltage and according to
the amount of DC bus voltage boost, where the derated
output current is less than or equal to the maximum output
current rating of the power converter. In certain imple-
mentations, an active front end power converter drives
a DC load at a derated rectifier output current level, where
the DC load of the rectifier can be an output inverter that
provides a DC current command to the rectifier according
to the derated output current value. In other applications,
the active front end converter operates in boost mode
and provides a DC output current to other forms of DC
load such as a battery charging system, solar array, fuel
cell, etc. according to the derated output current value.
By this approach, thermal stress to the filter inductor com-
ponents can be mitigated or avoided on the front end
converter is operated in boost mode, without the need to
oversize the filter inductors. In certain embodiments, the
derated output current value is obtained from a lookup
table corresponding to the line to line AC input voltage,
and the method may involve selectively interpolating val-
ues of the lookup table to derive the derated output cur-
rent value. Multiple lookup tables may be used, individ-
ually, with a given lookup table being selected according
to an associated input voltage level. In certain implemen-
tations, the DC bus voltage boost amounts and corre-
sponding derated output current values of the lookup ta-
ble or tables correspond to maximum steady state load
operating conditions of the power converter for which an
input filter inductor is designed not to overheat. In certain
embodiments, a derating formula is solved according to
the DC bus voltage boost amount in order to determine
the derated output current value. Non-transitory compu-
ter readable mediums are provided with computer exe-
cutable instructions for implementing the power conver-
sion system operating methods.
[0005] Power conversion systems are provided, in-
cluding an active rectifier that provides a DC bus voltage,
and a controller operates the rectifier in a boost mode to
provide the DC bus voltage above the peak line to line
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AC input voltage. The controller determines a derated
output current value according to the line to line AC input
voltage and according to a DC bus voltage boost amount,
and selectively operates the rectifier according to the de-
rated output current value. In certain embodiments, the
derated output current value and the corresponding DC
bus voltage boost amount correspond to a maximum
steady state load operating condition of the power con-
verter for which one or more filter inductors are designed
not to overheat. The controller in certain embodiments
obtains the derated output current value from a lookup
table according to the DC bus voltage boost amount, and
the controller may selectively interpolate current values
of the lookup table to derive the derated output current
value. In addition, the controller may select a given one
of a plurality of lookup tables corresponding to the line
to line AC input voltage, and may use interpolation of
values of the selected lookup table to obtain the derated
output current value. In various implementations, more-
over, the controller may determine the derated output
current value by solving at least one derating formula
according to the DC bus voltage boost amount.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006] The following description and drawings set forth
certain illustrative implementations of the disclosure in
detail, which are indicative of several exemplary ways in
which the various principles of the disclosure may be
carried out. The illustrated examples, however, are not
exhaustive of the many possible embodiments of the dis-
closure. Other objects, advantages and novel features
of the disclosure will be set forth in the following detailed
description when considered in conjunction with the
drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating an exem-
plary motor drive power converter with boost mode
derating control to protect input filter inductors in ac-
cordance with one or more aspects of the present
disclosure;
Fig. 2 is a flow diagram illustrating an exemplary pow-
er converter operating method for selectively derat-
ing a power converter output current during active
front end rectifier boost mode operation;
Fig. 3 is a graph illustrating an exemplary output cur-
rent derating curve as a function of DC voltage boost;
Fig. 4 illustrates an exemplary lookup table for se-
lectively derating a power converter output current
according to DC voltage boost;
Fig. 5 is a graph illustrating filter inductor current har-
monic content for a power converter with an active
front end in normal operation with no boost;
Fig. 6 is a graph illustrating filter inductor current har-
monic content for a power converter with boost mode
operation of the active front end rectifier with no out-
put current derating; and
Fig. 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating another em-

bodiment of an active front end power converter driv-
ing a DC load with a boosted voltage at a derated
output current level according to the present disclo-
sure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0007] Referring now to the figures, several embodi-
ments or implementations are hereinafter described in
conjunction with the drawings, wherein like reference nu-
merals are used to refer to like elements throughout, and
wherein the various features are not necessarily drawn
to scale. Methods and apparatus are disclosed for oper-
ating a motor drive or other active front end power con-
version systems with an active front end operative in a
boost mode to generate a DC bus with a voltage higher
than a peak line to line AC input voltage level. Although
illustrated and described below in the context of AC motor
drives, the various concepts of the present disclosure
find utility in association with other forms of power con-
version systems having an active front end converter
driving a DC load, wherein the present disclosure is not
limited to the illustrated examples.
[0008] Fig. 1 illustrates an exemplary motor drive pow-
er conversion system 10 receiving single or multiphase
AC input power from an external power source 2. The
illustrated example receives a three phase input, but sin-
gle phase or other multiphase embodiments are possible.
The motor drive 10 includes an input filter circuit 20, in
this case a three phase LCL filter having grid side induc-
tors L1, L2 and L3 connected to the power leads of the
power source 2 as well as series connected converter
side inductors L4, L5 and L6, with filter capacitors C1,
C2 and C3 connected between the corresponding grid
and converter side inductors and a common connection
node, which may but need not be connected to a system
ground. Although illustrated in the context of a three
phase LCL filter circuit 20, other alternate circuit config-
urations can be used, including without limitation LC fil-
ters.
[0009] The motor drive 10 includes an input filter circuit
20, a rectifier 30, a DC bus or DC link circuit 40 and an
output inverter 50, with the rectifier 30 and the inverter
50 being operated by a controller 60. The controller 60
includes a rectifier controller 62 with an associated boost
logic circuit 64, an inverter controller 66 and a derating
control component 70 operative using one or more
lookup tables (LUTs) 72 and/or one or more derating for-
mulas 74 to selectively derating the rectifier output cur-
rent when the rectifier 30 is operated in boost mode as
described further hereinafter. In the illustrated example,
the derating control component 70 provides a derated
output current value 76 to the inverter switching controller
66, which in turn provides a DC current command value
IDC to the rectifier switching controller 62 in order to op-
erate the rectifier 30 at a derated output current level. In
other possible implementations, the derating compo-
nents 70 provides a derated output current value 76 di-
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rectly to the rectifier switching controller 62 (Fig. 7 below).
[0010] The controller 60 and the components thereof
may be implemented as any suitable hardware, proces-
sor-executed software, processor-executed firmware,
logic, and/or combinations thereof wherein the illustrated
controller 60 can be implemented largely in processor-
executed software or firmware providing various control
functions by which the controller 60 receives feedback
and/or input signals and/or values (e.g., setpoint(s)) and
provides rectifier and inverter switching control signals
62a and 66a to operate switching devices S1-S6 of the
rectifier 30 and switches S7-S12 of the inverter 50 to
convert input power for providing AC output power to
drive the load 4. In addition, the controller 60 and the
components 62, 64, 66, 70 and/or 72 thereof can be im-
plemented in a single processor-based device, such as
a microprocessor, microcontroller, FPGA, etc., or one or
more of these can be separately implemented in unitary
or distributed fashion by two or more processor devices.
[0011] The motor drive 10 provides an active front end
(AFE) including a switching rectifier (also referred to as
a converter) 30 receiving three-phase power from the
source 2 through the filter circuit 20. The rectifier 30 in-
cludes rectifier switches S1-S6, which may be insulated
gate bipolar transistors (IGBTs) or other suitable form of
semiconductor-based switching devices operable ac-
cording to a corresponding rectifier switching control sig-
nal 62a to selectively conduct current when actuated. In
addition, as seen in Fig. 1, diodes are connected across
the individual IGBTs S1-S6. In operation, switching of
the rectifier switches S1-S6 is controlled according to
pulse width modulated rectifier switching control signals
62a to provide active rectification of the AC input power
from the source 2 to provide a DC bus voltage Vdc across
a DC bus capacitance C4 in a DC link circuit 40. The
rectifier 30, moreover, can be selectively operated by the
rectifier switching control component 62 of the motor
drive controller 60 for normal operation or boost mode
operation according to boost control logic 64. In boost
operation, the rectifier switching control component 62
provides the signals 62a to cause the rectifier 30 to gen-
erate the DC bus voltage at a level above the peak line
to line AC input voltage received from the input source 2.
[0012] The drive 10 in Fig. 1 further includes an inverter
50 with switches S7-S12 coupled to receive power from
the DC bus 40 and to provide AC output power to a motor
or other load 4. The inverter switches S7-S12 are oper-
ated according to switching control signals 66a from an
inverter switching control component 66 of the drive con-
troller 60, and can be any form of suitable high-speed
switching devices, including without limitation IGBTs.
The inverter controller 66 also provides a DC current
command signal or value IDC to the rectifier switching
controller 62 to cause the rectifier controller 62 to operate
the rectifier switches S1-S6 to provide a DC output cur-
rent to the DC link circuit 40 accordingly. In addition, the
controller 60 receives various input signals or values, in-
cluding setpoint signals or values for desired output op-

eration, such as motor speed, position, torque, etc., as
well as feedback signals or values representing opera-
tional values of various portions of the motor drive 10.
Among these are a DC bus voltage feedback signal or
value 78 representing the DC bus voltage Vdc, and a
signal or value 79 representing the line to line AC input
voltage value.
[0013] Referring also to Figs. 5 and 6, operation of the
active front end rectifier 30 in boost mode may arise under
a variety of circumstances. For instance, a motor drive
10 may be designed for an output current (or horsepower)
rating based on receipt of AC input power at a certain
nominal voltage level or range, such as 480 V AC in one
example. In certain embodiments, the controller 60 em-
ploys the boost control component 64 to selectively
switch the rectifier switching control component 64 from
normal to boost operation, and provides an additional DC
bus voltage boost amount required to operate the inverter
motor (e.g., a DC bus voltage boost amount) 64a (ΔVdc)
to the derating system 70 as well as to the rectifier switch-
ing controller 62. In certain implementations, moreover,
the boost amount 64a may be preprogrammed into the
controller 60, or may be user configurable. For example,
the motor drive 10 may be designed for a certain AC input
voltage value or range (e.g., 480 V, 60 Hz), but may be
installed for use in an environment providing only 380 V
AC input. In such a situation, the controller 60 may be
programmed with a fixed DC voltage boost value 64a for
use by the rectifier switching controller 62 and the derat-
ing system 70.
[0014] As seen in Fig. 5, normal operation of the rec-
tifier 30 (without boosting) with a nominal AC input volt-
age results in certain harmonic content in the filter circuit
20. Fig. 5 shows a graph 300 illustrating the harmonic
content as a percentage of rated peak current for an ex-
emplary motor drive operated with a 400 V AC input pro-
viding a 560 V DC bus without use of boost operation,
and with an output from the inverter 50 providing a 380
V AC output to a load. Under this condition, the regular
DC bus voltage to operate a 400 V motor will be 560 V
DC. In this non-boosting rectifier operational condition,
a certain level of harmonics are seen at 302, approxi-
mately near 4 kHz for a 60 Hz AC input frequency. How-
ever, if the system is to drive a 460 V motor, the DC bus
voltage needs to be increased to 680 V DC. As a result,
the additional DC voltage boost amount is 680 - 560 =
120 V DC. A graph 310 in Fig. 6 shows percent rated
peak current frequency content for the same converter
10 operated again from a 400 V AC input source, with
active front end rectifier boost operation being used to
boost the DC voltage Vdc above the line to line input
voltage peak, in this case to 680 V DC. In this case, more-
over, the output inverter 50 provides a 460 V AC output
with no derating of the rectifier output current. As seen
in Fig. 6, the corresponding peak current harmonic con-
tent 312 is significantly higher than the corresponding
harmonic content 302 in the non-boosting example of
Fig. 5.
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[0015] The inventors have appreciated that increased
harmonic content in boost mode leads to increased op-
erating temperature of the inductor cores of the filter cir-
cuit inductors L4-L6. In particular, the converter side in-
ductors L4-L6 may suffer thermal stress caused by boost
operation of the active front end rectifier 30. In this regard,
motor drives and other active front end power conversion
systems 10 are typically designed around a nominal rat-
ing condition, including rated AC input voltage levels and
corresponding DC bus voltages and currents, as well as
drive output power or current levels. In order to econo-
mize a design with respect to cost, heat and cabinet
space, the input filter inductors L are typically designed
around the nominal rating condition, and thus switching
operation to boost mode may cause excessive thermal
stress to the inductors as the increased harmonics heat
up the core structure. As noted above, thermal shutoff
switches can be used to attempt to detect overheating
of inductor cores, but extensive sensor coverage is both
expensive and adds to the complexity of the motor drive
system 10. Moreover, many situations arise in practice
in which it is desirable to operate a power converter 10
with the rectifier boosting the DC bus voltage beyond the
peak line AC input voltage value. Simply providing ther-
mal shutdown capability may protect the filter inductors
L from thermal stress, but may generate undesirable sys-
tem shutdowns. Another approach to address this issue
is to design the filter inductors L to accommodate the
higher harmonic content associated with boost mode op-
eration, but this requires increasing the size and cost of
the input filter circuit 20 and the components thereof.
[0016] The present disclosure addresses these short-
comings of the prior art by selectively derating the motor
drive output, in particular the maximum output current
from the rectifier 30, based on boost mode operation.
Using this novel technique, the filter inductors L need not
be oversized, and the system can operate intermittently
or even continuously in rectifier boost mode without trig-
gering undesirable shutdowns, while protecting the filter
inductors L from thermal stress. In particular, the control-
ler 60 employs the derating system 70 which provides
the inverter switching controller 66 with a derated output
current value 76 during active front end boost mode op-
eration. The inverter controller 66 in this embodiment pro-
vides a lowered or derated DC current command value
IDC to the rectifier controller 62 in order to operate the
rectifier 30 according to the derated output current value
76 during active front end boost mode. The derating
amount 76 is determined according to the AC input volt-
age present at the source 2 (or the AC input voltage level
at other measure points in the LCL filter circuit 20) based
on one or more feedback signals or values 79, and also
according to the DC bus voltage (feedback signal or value
78) and an amount of additional DC bus voltage boost
64a (ΔVdc) obtained from the boost control component
64. In certain embodiments, the derated output current
value 76 can be represented as a percentage of the nom-
inal output current rating for either the inverter 50 or the

rectifier 30. In practice, moreover, the derated output cur-
rent value 76 is less than or equal to the maximum output
current rating for the power conversion system 10. In the
embodiment of Fig. 7 below, the derated output current
value 76 is provided directly to the rectifier switching con-
troller 62, and may be representative of a percentage of
the nominal DC output current rating for the rectifier 30.
[0017] Referring also to Fig. 2, a method 100 is illus-
trated for operating a power conversion system, which
may be employed in the motor drive 10 of Fig. 1 or the
active front end converter 10 of Fig. 7 below, or in any
other power conversion system. While the method 100
is illustrated and described below in the form of a series
of acts or events, it will be appreciated that the various
methods of the disclosure are not limited by the illustrated
ordering of such acts or events. In this regard, except as
specifically provided hereinafter, some acts or events
may occur in different order and/or concurrently with oth-
er acts or events apart from those illustrated and de-
scribed herein in accordance with the disclosure. It is
further noted that not all illustrated steps may be required
to implement a process or method in accordance with
the present disclosure, and one or more such acts may
be combined. The illustrated method 100 other methods
of the disclosure may be implemented in hardware, proc-
essor-executed software, or combinations thereof, such
as in the exemplary controller 60 described herein, and
may be embodied in the form of computer executable
instructions stored in a tangible, non-transitory computer
readable medium, such as in a memory operatively as-
sociated with the controller 60 in one example.
[0018] The drive 10 or the rectifier 30 thereof may be
operated with a normal 100% output current rating as
shown at 102 in Fig. 2. A determination is made at 104
as to whether the rectifier 30 is operating in boost mode.
If not (NO at 104), the drive 10 continues to be operated
at the normal output current rating at 102. If the rectifier
is in boost mode (YES at 104), the controller 60 deter-
mines a derated output current value (76 in Fig. 1 above)
according to the line to line AC input voltage value (e.g.,
from feedback signal or value 79) and according to the
DC bus voltage boost amount 64a from the boost control
component 64, denoted in the figure as ΔVdc. In certain
embodiments, the voltage boost amount is expressed in
terms of volts DC, although not a strict requirement. For
instance, if the nominal DC voltage (e.g., approximately
the peak line to line AC input voltage value) is 560 V DC,
boost mode operation to provide a DC bus voltage of 680
V DC would represent a 120 V DC bus voltage boost
amount (ΔVdc = 120 V DC). Other suitable representation
schemes can be employed by which a DC bus voltage
boost amount is used which in some way represents the
effect of boost mode operation on the DC bus voltage
Vdc.
[0019] The determination of the derated output current
value 76 can be performed in a variety of ways. In one
possible embodiment, the method 100 of Fig. 2 provides
for use of a lookup table (e.g., lookup table 72 in Fig. 1),
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with the derated output current value 76 being obtained
from a lookup table 72 corresponding to the line to line
AC input voltage value. This can be accomplished, for
instance, as seen at 106 in Fig. 2, by indexing the lookup
table 72 which corresponds to the AC input voltage level
in order to determine the drive output current derating
value 76 associated with the DC voltage boost amount
64a ΔVdc. In another possible embodiment (shown in
dashed line in Fig. 2) a derating formula may be solved
at 107 corresponding to the AC input voltage level to
determine the drive or rectifier output current derating
value 76 according to the DC voltage boost amount ΔVdc
64a. The drive output inverter 50 is then operated at 108
according to the derated output current value 76, and
provides the DC current command value to the rectifier
switching controller 62 to operate the rectifier 30 accord-
ing to the derating value 76. For example, the motor drive
10 and the inverter 50 thereof may receive one or more
setpoint values representing a desired load drive condi-
tion, such as a setpoint torque, speed, position, etc. The
inverter controller 66 in certain embodiments uses the
output current derating value 76 as a maximum limit on
the output current provided to the motor load 4. Thus,
the inverter 50 will provide outputs, including the desired
DC current command value IDC such that the derating
value 76 is not exceeded, thereby ensuring that the filter
inductors L are not thermally stressed. The process 100
then returns to again determine at 104 whether the rec-
tifier continues to be operated in the boost mode as de-
scribed above, and the process continues in this fashion
as described above.
[0020] Referring also to Figs. 3 and 4, Fig. 3 shows a
graph 200 depicting a curve 76 of percent rated current
versus DC voltage boost amount for a 400 V AC line to
line input voltage level, and Fig. 4 illustrates an exemplary
lookup table 72 corresponding to the curve 202 in Fig. 3.
The table in Fig. 4 in this example is chosen from a plu-
rality of such tables 72, with each table 72 being associ-
ated with a particular AC input voltage value. As seen in
Fig. 3, when the DC bus voltage is 114 V above normal,
the drive or rectifier current rating is 100% (e.g., the de-
rated output current value 76 is equal to the maximum
output current rating for the power converter 10 as a
whole or the rectifier 30 thereof). In this case, the curve
76 represents maximum steady state load conditions for
which the filter inductors L will not be thermally stressed,
and thus boosting the DC bus voltage by 114 V will allow
the filter inductors L to avoid overheating. However, as
the DC bus voltage boost amount 64a increases to 160
V and 184 V, the derated output current value 76 drops
to approximately 93% and 85%, respectively. At these
levels, therefor, controlling the inverter 50 , and hence
the rectifier 30, to provide no more than this derated
amount of output current allows the filter inductors L to
continue operation within the proper thermal range. In
certain embodiments, a formula 74 (Fig. 1) can be used
to evaluate the derating curve 76 for any given DC bus
voltage boost amount, for example, a polynomial func-

tion.
[0021] Moreover, the curve 76 in Fig. 3 and a corre-
sponding lookup table 72 in Fig. 4 correspond to a par-
ticular line to line AC input voltage value, where one or
more such parametric functions 74 and/or lookup tables
72 may be provided. Thus, for instance, the derating sys-
tem 70 in Fig. 1 may be configured to select an appro-
priate (e.g., closest) function 74 or lookup table 72 based
on the line to line AC input voltage present in the system
10 (e.g., according to the input voltage feedback signal
or value 79), and to use that function or lookup table to
determine the derated output current value 76 according
to the AC input line voltage value and according to the
DC bus voltage boost amount 64a. Moreover, as seen
in Fig. 4, certain embodiments may employ different
lookup tables 72 for various AC input voltage levels, such
as 380 V, 390 V, 400 V, etc. Likewise, the derating system
70 may employ one of a plurality of derating formulas 74,
each corresponding to a different AC input voltage level,
with the derating system 70 selecting a closest or most
appropriate formula 74 according to the feedback 79. In
one possible embodiment, the derating system 70 of the
controller 60 is configured to dynamically receive the in-
put voltage feedback signal or value 79 and choose the
closest lookup table 72 for use in determining the derated
output current value 76. Similarly, the derating system
70 may select from among a plurality of derating formulas
74 based on the AC input value 79.
[0022] When using a selected lookup table 72, more-
over, the derating system 70 of the controller 60 may
utilize interpolation for the derated output current value
determination. As seen in Fig. 4, for instance, the con-
troller 60 may interpolate between derated output current
values 76 of the lookup table 72 corresponding to DC
bus voltage boost amounts 64a above and below the DC
bus voltage boost amount present in the power system
10 to derive the derated output current value 76 for use
in operating the inverter 50, and hence the rectifier 30.
For example, if the DC bus voltage boost amount 64a in
the example of Fig. 4 was 175 V DC (ΔVdc = 175), the
controller 60 could use any suitable interpolation tech-
nique (e.g., linear or otherwise) with the corresponding
derated output current values (e.g., 91% and 87%) cor-
responding to the DC bus voltage boost amounts (e.g.,
170 V DC and 180 V DC) above and below the actual
voltage boost in order to derive or compute the value 76
through interpolation (e.g., 89% in this example).
[0023] In certain implementations, the values of the
lookup table 72 and the parameters of the derating for-
mulas 74 can be selected such that they correspond to
maximum steady state load operating conditions of the
power converter 10 for which the input filter inductor (e.g.,
L) is designed not to overheat. This correlation can be
obtained by any suitable means, such as by empirical
testing to derive output current derating values 76 for a
number of different DC bus voltage boost value 64a at
which the temperature of the inductor core is at the rated
value (or within an acceptable range thereof), and con-
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structing a corresponding table 72 for each of a number
of AC input voltage values. Likewise, experimental data
can be used to derive formulas 74 (e.g., linear, polyno-
mial, etc.) based on curve fitting or other suitable math-
ematical technique.
[0024] Fig. 7 illustrates another exemplary power con-
version system, in this case an active front end converter
10 with a switching rectifier 30 and corresponding rectifier
switching controller 62 as described above. In this exam-
ple, however, the rectifier 30 provides a DC output to
drive an external DC load 50. In this case, an active front
end output derating component 70 provides the derated
output current value 76 to the rectifier switching controller
62 directly. In operation, the rectifier controller 62 pro-
vides the switching control signals 62a in boost mode to
provide boosted or increased DC output voltage to the
load 50 above the peak line to line AC input voltage value,
and also controls the DC output load current ILOAD pro-
vided to the load 50 so as not to exceed the derated
output current value 76. As seen in Fig. 7, therefore, the
concepts of the present disclosure advantageously facil-
itate AFE boost mode operation with derated rectifier out-
put current limiting in a variety of applications for any
number of types of DC load 50, such as capacitor bank
charging, fuel cells, solar cells, etc., in addition to the
above-described motor drive applications in which the
rectifier 30 provides a boosted DC voltage across a DC
bus circuit 40 for use by an inverter load.
[0025] In accordance with further aspects of the
present disclosure, a non-transitory computer readable
medium is provided, such as a computer memory, a
memory within a power converter control system (e.g.,
controller 100), a CD-ROM, floppy disk, flash drive, da-
tabase, server, computer, etc.), which includes computer
executable instructions for performing the above-de-
scribed methods. The above examples are merely illus-
trative of several possible embodiments of various as-
pects of the present disclosure, wherein equivalent alter-
ations and/or modifications will occur to others skilled in
the art upon reading and understanding this specification
and the annexed drawings. In particular regard to the
various functions performed by the above described
components (assemblies, devices, systems, circuits, and
the like), the terms (including a reference to a "means")
used to describe such components are intended to cor-
respond, unless otherwise indicated, to any component,
such as hardware, processor-executed software, or com-
binations thereof, which performs the specified function
of the described component (i.e., that is functionally
equivalent), even though not structurally equivalent to
the disclosed structure which performs the function in the
illustrated implementations of the disclosure. In addition,
although a particular feature of the disclosure may have
been disclosed with respect to only one of several imple-
mentations, such feature may be combined with one or
more other features of the other implementations as may
be desired and advantageous for any given or particular
application. Also, to the extent that the terms "including",

"includes", "having", "has", "with", or variants thereof are
used in the detailed description and/or in the claims, such
terms are intended to be inclusive in a manner similar to
the term "comprising".

The following is a list of further preferred embodi-
ments of the invention:

[0026]

Embodiment 1. A method for operating a power con-
version system, the method comprising:

operating a rectifier of the power conversion sys-
tem in a boost mode to provide a DC bus voltage
higher than a peak line to line AC input voltage
value;

determining a derated output current value ac-
cording to the line to line AC input voltage value
and according to a DC bus voltage boost
amount, the derated output current value being
less than or equal to a maximum output current
rating for the rectifier; and

operating the rectifier according to the derated
output current value.

Embodiment 2. The method of embodiment 1,
wherein determining the derated output current val-
ue comprises:

obtaining the derated output current value cor-
responding to the DC bus voltage boost amount
from a lookup table corresponding to the line to
line AC input voltage value.

Embodiment 3. The method of embodiment 1,
wherein determining the derated output current val-
ue comprises:

selectively interpolating two derated output cur-
rent values of the lookup table corresponding to
DC bus voltage boost amounts above and below
the DC bus voltage boost amount present in the
power conversion system to derive the derated
output current value.

Embodiment 4. The method of embodiment 2,
wherein determining the derated output current val-
ue comprises:

selecting a given one of a plurality of lookup ta-
bles corresponding to the line to line AC input
voltage value; and

obtaining the derated output current value cor-
responding to the DC bus voltage boost amount

11 12 
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from the given one of the plurality of lookup ta-
bles.

Embodiment 5. The method of embodiment 4,
wherein determining the derated output current val-
ue comprises:

selectively interpolating two derated output cur-
rent values of the given one of the plurality of
lookup tables corresponding to DC bus voltage
boost amounts above and below the DC bus
voltage boost amount present in the power con-
version system to derive the derated output cur-
rent value.

Embodiment 6. The method of embodiment 2,
wherein the DC bus voltage boost amounts and cor-
responding derated output current values of the
lookup table correspond to maximum steady state
load operating conditions of the power conversion
system for which an input filter inductor is designed
not to overheat.

Embodiment 7. The method of embodiment 1,
wherein determining the derated output current val-
ue comprises:

solving at least one derating formula according
to the DC bus voltage boost amount.

Embodiment 8. The method of embodiment 7,
wherein determining the derated output current val-
ue comprises:

selecting a given one of a plurality of derating
formulas corresponding to the line to line AC in-
put voltage value; and

solving the given one of the plurality of the rating
formulas according to the DC bus voltage boost
amount.

Embodiment 9. A non-transitory computer readable
medium with computer executable instructions for
operating a power conversion system, the computer
readable medium comprising computer executable
instructions for:

operating a rectifier of the power conversion sys-
tem in a boost mode to provide a DC bus voltage
higher than a peak line to line AC input voltage
value;

determining a derated output current value ac-
cording to the line to line AC input voltage value
and according to a DC bus voltage boost
amount, the derated output current value being
less than or equal to a maximum output current

rating for the rectifier; and

operating the rectifier according to the derated
output current value.

Embodiment 10. The computer readable medium of
embodiment 9, wherein the computer executable in-
structions for determining the derated output current
value comprise computer executable instructions
for:

obtaining the derated output current value cor-
responding to the DC bus voltage boost amount
from a lookup table corresponding to the line to
line AC input voltage value.

Embodiment 11. The computer readable medium of
embodiment 10, wherein the computer executable
instructions for determining the derated output cur-
rent value comprise computer executable instruc-
tions for:

selectively interpolating two derated output cur-
rent values of the lookup table corresponding to
DC bus voltage boost amounts above and below
the DC bus voltage boost amount present in the
power conversion system to derive the derated
output current value.

Embodiment 12. The computer readable medium of
embodiment 10, comprising at least one lookup table
including a plurality of derated output current values
and corresponding DC bus voltage boost amounts.

Embodiment 13. The computer readable medium of
embodiment 10, wherein the computer executable
instructions for determining the derated output cur-
rent value comprise computer executable instruc-
tions for:

solving at least one derating formula according
to the DC bus voltage boost amount.

Embodiment 14. A power conversion system, com-
prising:

a filter circuit comprising at least one inductor;

an active rectifier comprising a plurality of recti-
fier switching devices coupled to receive AC in-
put power from an external power source
through the filter circuit and to provide a DC bus
voltage at a DC bus; and

a controller providing rectifier control signals to
the rectifier switching devices to selectively op-
erate the rectifier in a boost mode to provide the
DC bus voltage higher than a peak line to line
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AC input voltage value, the controller being op-
erative to determine a derated output current
value according to the line to line AC input volt-
age value and according to a DC bus voltage
boost amount, and to selectively operate the rec-
tifier according to the derated output current val-
ue.

Embodiment 15. The power conversion system of
embodiment 14, wherein the controller is operative
to obtain the derated output current value corre-
sponding to the DC bus voltage boost amount from
a lookup table corresponding to the line to line AC
input voltage value.

Embodiment 16. The power conversion system of
embodiment 15, wherein the controller is operative
to selectively interpolate two derated output current
values of the lookup table corresponding to DC bus
voltage boost amounts above and below the DC bus
voltage boost amount present in the power conver-
sion system to derive the derated output current val-
ue.

Embodiment 17. The power conversion system of
embodiment 15, wherein the controller is operative
to select a given one of a plurality of lookup tables
corresponding to the line to line AC input voltage
value, and to obtain the derated output current value
corresponding to the DC bus voltage boost amount
from the given one of the plurality of lookup tables.

Embodiment 18. The power conversion system of
embodiment 17, wherein the controller is operative
to selectively interpolate two derated output current
values of the given one of the plurality of lookup ta-
bles corresponding to DC bus voltage boost amounts
above and below the DC bus voltage boost amount
present in the power conversion system to derive
the derated output current value.

Embodiment 19. The power conversion system of
embodiment 14, wherein the controller is operative
to determine the derated output current value by
solving at least one derating formula according to
the DC bus voltage boost amount.

Embodiment 20. The power conversion system of
embodiment 14, wherein the derated output current
value and the corresponding DC bus voltage boost
amount correspond to a maximum steady state load
operating condition of the power conversion system
for which the at least one inductor is designed not to
overheat.

COMPONENT LIST

[0027]

Claims

1. A method (100) for operating a power conversion
system (10), the method comprising:

operating a rectifier (30) of the power conversion
system (10) in a boost mode to provide an ad-
ditional boost to generate a DC bus voltage
(Vdc) higher than a peak line to line AC input
voltage value;
determining a derated output current value (76)
according to the line to line AC input voltage val-
ue and according to a DC bus voltage boost
amount (ΔVdc), the derated output current value
(76) being less than or equal to a maximum out-
put current rating for the rectifier (30); and
operating the rectifier (30) according to the de-
rated output current value.

2. The method (100) of claim 1, wherein determining
the derated output current value (76) comprises:

obtaining the derated output current value (76)
corresponding to the DC bus voltage boost
amount (ΔVdc) from a lookup table (72) corre-
sponding to the line to line AC input voltage val-
ue.

3. The method (100) of claim 1, wherein determining
the derated output current value (76) comprises:

selectively interpolating two derated output cur-
rent values of the lookup table (72) correspond-
ing to DC bus voltage boost amounts (ΔVdc)
above and below the DC bus voltage boost
amount present in the power conversion system
(10) to derive the derated output current value
(76).

4. The method (100) of claim 2, wherein the DC bus
voltage boost amounts (ΔVdc) and corresponding
derated output current values (76) of the lookup table

external power source 2

power conversion system 10

filter circuit 20

rectifier 30

DC bus 40

controller 60

lookup table 72

derating value 74

output current value 76
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(72) correspond to maximum steady state load op-
erating conditions of the power conversion system
(10) for which an input filter inductor (L1-L6) is de-
signed not to overheat.

5. The method (100) of claim 1, wherein determining
the derated output current value (76) comprises:

solving at least one derating formula (74) ac-
cording to the DC bus voltage boost amount
(ΔVdc).

6. A non-transitory computer readable medium with
computer executable instructions for operating a
power conversion system (10), the computer read-
able medium comprising computer executable in-
structions for:

operating a rectifier (30) of the power conversion
system (10) in a boost mode to provide a DC
bus voltage (Vdc) higher than a peak line to line
AC input voltage value;
determining a derated output current value (76)
according to the line to line AC input voltage val-
ue and according to a DC bus voltage boost
amount (ΔVdc), the derated output current value
(76) being less than or equal to a maximum out-
put current rating for the rectifier (30); and
operating the rectifier (30) according to the de-
rated output current value.

7. A power conversion system (10), comprising:

a filter circuit (20) comprising at least one induc-
tor (L);
an active rectifier (30) comprising a plurality of
rectifier switching devices (S1-S6) coupled to re-
ceive AC input power from an external power
source (2) through the filter circuit (20) and to
provide a DC bus voltage (Vdc) at a DC bus (40);
a controller (60) providing rectifier control sig-
nals (62a) to the rectifier switching devices (S1-
S6) to selectively operate the rectifier (30) in a
boost mode to provide the DC bus voltage (Vdc)
higher than a peak line to line AC input voltage
value, the controller (60) being operative to de-
termine a derated output current value (76) ac-
cording to the line to line AC input voltage value
and according to a DC bus voltage boost amount
(ΔVdc), and to selectively operate the rectifier
(30) according to the derated output current val-
ue (76).

8. The power conversion system (10) of claim 7, where-
in the controller (60) is operative to obtain the derated
output current value (76) corresponding to the DC
bus voltage boost amount (ΔVdc) from a lookup table
(72) corresponding to the line to line AC input voltage

value.

9. The power conversion system (10) of claim 7, where-
in the controller (60) is operative to determine the
derated output current value (76) by solving at least
one derating formula (74) according to the DC bus
voltage boost amount (ΔVdc).

10. The power conversion system (10) of claim 7, where-
in the derated output current value (76) and the cor-
responding DC bus voltage boost amount (ΔVdc)
correspond to a maximum steady state load operat-
ing condition of the power conversion system (10)
for which the at least one inductor (L) is designed
not to overheat.
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