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(54) Computing system with relationship model mechanism and method of operation thereof

(57) A computing system includes: a contact identi-
fication module configured to identify a contact-profile for
representing a contact; a recording module, coupled to
the contact identification module, configured to identify
an interaction with the contact; a clustering module, cou-
pled to the recording module, configured to generate a
category cluster from processing the interaction; and a
relationship modeling module, coupled to the clustering
module, configured to generate a connection model in-
cluding the category cluster for characterizing the inter-
action with the contact for displaying on a device.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. Pro-
visional Patent Application serial number 61/790,275
filed March 15, 2013.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] An embodiment of the present invention relates
generally to a computing system, and more particularly
to a system for modeling relationships.

BACKGROUND

[0003] Modern consumer and industrial electronics,
such as computing systems, televisions, tablets, cellular
phones, portable digital assistants, projectors, and com-
bination devices, are providing increasing levels of func-
tionality to support modern life. In addition to the explo-
sion of functionality and proliferation of these devices into
the everyday life, there is also an explosion of data and
information being created, transported, consumed, and
stored.
[0004] Personalization is one mechanism to bring the
right information to the right user despite the explosion
of data. Personalization is most effective when the user
shares information about oneself such that a provider
can provide meaningful and contextual information to that
user. However, sharing one’s information often brings up
privacy concerns in regards to different types or relation-
ships. Research and development for handling privacy
for various different relationships can take a myriad of
different directions.
[0005] Thus, a need still remains for a computing sys-
tem with social model mechanism balancing the user’s
concern for privacy while providing enough information
to receive an acceptable benefit for sharing personal in-
formation. In view of the ever-increasing commercial
competitive pressures, along with growing consumer ex-
pectations and the diminishing opportunities for mean-
ingful product differentiation in the marketplace, it is in-
creasingly critical that answers be found to these prob-
lems. Additionally, the need to reduce costs, improve ef-
ficiencies and performance, and meet competitive pres-
sures adds an even greater urgency to the critical neces-
sity for finding answers to these problems.
[0006] Solutions to these problems have been long
sought but prior developments have not taught or sug-
gested any solutions and, thus, solutions to these prob-
lems have long eluded those skilled in the art.

SUMMARY

[0007] An embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a computing system, including: a contact identifi-
cation module configured to identify a contact-profile for

representing a contact; a recording module, coupled to
the contact identification module, configured to identify
an interaction with the contact; a clustering module, cou-
pled to the recording module, configured to generate a
category cluster from processing the interaction; and a
relationship modeling module, coupled to the clustering
module, configured to generate a connection model in-
cluding the category cluster for characterizing the inter-
action with the contact for displaying on a device.
[0008] The relationship modeling module may be con-
figured to generate the connection model including a cat-
egorical familiarity level associated with the category
cluster.
[0009] The computing system may further comprise a
context module, coupled to the contact identification
module, configured to determine an environmental con-
text for the interaction; and the clustering module is con-
figured to generate the category cluster based on the
environmental context.
[0010] The computing system may further comprise a
context module, coupled to the contact identification
module, configured to determine a relational context for
the interaction; and the clustering module may be con-
figured to generate the category cluster based on the
relational context.
[0011] The relationship modeling module may be con-
figured to generate the connection model based on a
category-association value for evaluating the category
cluster according to a category set.
[0012] The computing system may further comprise a
candidate identification module, coupled to the relation-
ship modeling module, configured to identify a candidate
content; and a candidate analysis module, coupled to the
candidate identification module, configured to generate
a privacy policy based on the connection model for com-
municating the candidate content.
[0013] The candidate analysis module may be config-
ured to generate the privacy policy based on determining
a sharing target or a sharing threshold for communicating
the candidate content.
[0014] The computing system may further comprise a
setting adjustment module, coupled to the candidate
analysis module, configured to receive an adjustment
feedback for altering the privacy policy; and the relation-
ship modeling module may be configured to update the
connection model based on the adjustment feedback.
[0015] The computing system may further comprise a
distribution module, coupled to the candidate analysis
module, configured to communicate the candidate con-
tent based on the privacy policy; and the recording mod-
ule may be configured to identify the interaction to include
the candidate content.
[0016] An embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a method of operation of a computing system in-
cluding: identifying a contact-profile for representing a
contact; identifying an interaction with the contact; gen-
erating a category cluster from processing the interac-
tion; and generating a connection model including the
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category cluster with a control unit for characterizing the
interaction with the contact for displaying on a device.
[0017] An embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a non-transitory computer readable medium includ-
ing: a contact identification module configured to identify
a contact-profile for representing a contact; a recording
module, coupled to the contact identification module,
configured to identify an interaction with the contact; a
clustering module, coupled to the recording module, con-
figured to generate a category cluster from processing
the interaction; and a relationship modeling module, cou-
pled to the clustering module, configured to generate a
connection model including the category cluster for char-
acterizing the interaction with the contact for displaying
on a device.
[0018] Certain embodiments of the invention have oth-
er steps or elements in addition to or in place of those
mentioned above. The steps or elements will become
apparent to those skilled in the art from a reading of the
following detailed description when taken with reference
to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0019]

FIG. 1 is a computing system with relationship model
mechanism in an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 2 is an example display of the first device.
FIG. 3 is a functional block diagram of the computing
system.
FIG. 4 is a control flow of the computing system.
FIG. 5 is a flow chart of a method of operation of a
computing system in a further embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0020] An embodiment of the present invention ex-
presses and generates sharing options based on a con-
tact with which a user shares an interaction, representing
a relationship with the contact. A connection model can
be generated to represent the relationship, with a cate-
gory cluster therein to represent a nature or an aspect of
the relationship. A categorical familiarity level can be de-
termined to represent a familiarity or comfort level for the
user with respect to the category cluster.
[0021] When the user wishes to share candidate con-
tent, the candidate content can be analyzed based on
the connection model. Based on the analysis, a privacy
policy can be generated to identify appropriate recipients
for the candidate content.
[0022] The category cluster and the connection model
provide an accurate representation of relationships. Fur-
ther, the category cluster provides representation of var-
ious aspects within a relationship by using groupings and
concepts instead of singular keyword or set categories.

Moreover the categorical familiarity level corresponding
to the category cluster provides an accurate representa-
tion of complex nature in various relationships. The pri-
vacy policy expresses the desired privacy level of the
user for the candidate content.
[0023] Moreover, the connection model can be a multi-
dimensional social model, which can evolve and extend
based on the user’s dynamic behavior. The present in-
vention can update the connection model based on the
user’s dynamic behavior. The connection model can be
used to express and generate ad-hoc and arbitrary in-
stances of the privacy policy for controlling sharing of
information and facilitate the user in managing privacy.
A set of recipients that satisfy the policy can be identified
and allowed to share the candidate content.
[0024] The following embodiments are described in
sufficient detail to enable those skilled in the art to make
and use the invention. It is to be understood that other
embodiments would be evident based on the present dis-
closure, and that system, process, or mechanical chang-
es may be made without departing from the scope of the
present invention.
[0025] In the following description, numerous specific
details are given to provide a thorough understanding of
the invention. However, it will be apparent that the inven-
tion may be practiced without these specific details. In
order to avoid obscuring the present invention, some
well-known circuits, system configurations, and process
steps are not disclosed in detail.
[0026] The drawings showing embodiments of the sys-
tem are semi-diagrammatic, and not to scale and, par-
ticularly, some of the dimensions are for the clarity of
presentation and are shown exaggerated in the drawing
figures. Similarly, although the views in the drawings for
ease of description generally show similar orientations,
this depiction in the figures is arbitrary for the most part.
Generally, the invention can be operated in any orienta-
tion.
[0027] One skilled in the art would appreciate that the
format with which navigation information is expressed is
not critical to some embodiments of the invention. For
example, in some embodiments, navigation information
is presented in the format of (X, Y); where X and Y are
two coordinates that define the geographic location, i.e.,
a position of a user.
[0028] In an alternative embodiment, navigation infor-
mation is presented by longitude and latitude related in-
formation. In a further embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the navigation information also includes a velocity
element including a speed component and a heading
component.
[0029] The term "relevant information" referred to here-
in can include the navigation information described as
well as information relating to points of interest to the
user, such as local business, hours of businesses, types
of businesses, advertised specials, traffic information,
maps, local events, and location based community or
personal information.
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[0030] The term "module" referred to herein can in-
clude software, hardware, or a combination thereof in the
present invention in accordance with the context in which
the term is used. For example, the software can be ma-
chine code, firmware, embedded code, and application
software. The software can also include a function, a call
to a function, a code block, or a combination thereof. Also
for example, the hardware can be circuitry, processor,
computer, integrated circuit, integrated circuit cores, a
pressure sensor, an inertial sensor, a microelectrome-
chanical system (MEMS), passive devices, physical non-
transitory memory medium having instructions for per-
forming the software function, or a combination thereof.
[0031] Referring now to FIG. 1, therein is shown a com-
puting system 100 with relationship model mechanism
in an embodiment of the present invention. The comput-
ing system 100 includes a first device 102, such as a
client or a server, connected to a second device 106,
such as a client or server. The first device 102 can com-
municate with the second device 106 with a communi-
cation path 104, such as a wireless or wired network.
[0032] Users of the first device 102, the second device
106, or a combination thereof can communicate with
each other or access or create information including text,
images, symbols, location information, and audio, as ex-
amples. The users can be individuals or enterprise com-
panies. The information can be created directly from a
user or operations performed on these information to cre-
ate more or different information.
[0033] The first device 102 can be of any of a variety
of devices, such as a smartphone, a cellular phone, per-
sonal digital assistant, a tablet computer, a notebook
computer, or other multi-functional display or entertain-
ment device. The first device 102 can couple, either di-
rectly or indirectly, to the communication path 104 for
exchanging information with the second device 106 or
can be a stand-alone device.
[0034] For illustrative purposes, the computing system
100 is described with the first device 102 as a portable
multi-functional device, although it is understood that the
first device 102 can be different types of devices. For
example, the first device 102 can also be a device for
presenting images or a multi-media presentation. A multi-
media presentation can be a presentation including
sound, a sequence of streaming images or a video feed,
text or a combination thereof.
[0035] The second device 106 can be any of a variety
of centralized or decentralized computing devices, or vid-
eo transmission devices. For example, the second device
106 can be a multimedia computer, a laptop computer,
a desktop computer, a video game console, grid-com-
puting resources, a virtualized computer resource, cloud
computing resource, routers, switches, peer-to-peer dis-
tributed computing devices, a media playback device, a
recording device, such as a camera or video camera, or
a combination thereof. In another example, the second
device 106 can be a server at a service provider or a
computing device at a transmission facility.

[0036] The second device 106 can be centralized in a
single room, distributed across different rooms, distrib-
uted across different geographical locations, embedded
within a telecommunications network. The second device
106 can couple with the communication path 104 to com-
municate with the first device 102.
[0037] For illustrative purposes, the computing system
100 is described with the second device 106 as a com-
puting device, although it is understood that the second
device 106 can be different types of devices. Also for
illustrative purposes, the computing system 100 is shown
with the second device 106 and the first device 102 as
end points of the communication path 104, although it is
understood that the computing system 100 can have a
different partition between the first device 102, the sec-
ond device 106, and the communication path 104. For
example, the first device 102, the second device 106, or
a combination thereof can also function as part of the
communication path 104.
[0038] For further illustrative purposes, the computing
system 100 is described with the first device 102 as a
consumer device or a portable device, and with the sec-
ond device 106 as a stationary or an enterprise device.
However, it is understood that the first device 102 and
the second device 106 can be any variety of devices. For
example, the first device 102 can be a stationary device
or an enterprise system, such as a television or a server.
Also for example, the second device 106 can be a con-
sumer device or a portable device, such as a smart phone
or a wearable device.
[0039] The communication path 104 can span and rep-
resent a variety of network types and network topologies.
For example, the communication path 104 can include
wireless communication, wired communication, optical,
ultrasonic, or the combination thereof. Satellite commu-
nication, cellular communication, Bluetooth, Infrared Da-
ta Association standard (IrDA), wireless fidelity (WiFi),
and worldwide interoperability for microwave access
(WiMAX) are examples of wireless communication that
can be included in the communication path 104. Ethernet,
digital subscriber line (DSL), fiber to the home (FTTH),
and plain old telephone service (POTS) are examples of
wired communication that can be included in the com-
munication path 104. Further, the communication path
104 can traverse a number of network topologies and
distances. For example, the communication path 104 can
include direct connection, personal area network (PAN),
local area network (LAN), metropolitan area network
(MAN), wide area network (WAN), or a combination
thereof.
[0040] Referring now to FIG. 2, therein is shown an
example display of the first device 102. The display can
show a contact 202. The contact 202 is a person, a group,
an entity, a location, or a combination thereof having rap-
port or connection with a user (not shown) of the first
device 102.
[0041] For example, the contact 202 can include a fam-
ily member, a colleague, a social acquaintance, a pro-
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fessional acquaintance, or a combination thereof. Also
for example, the contact 202 can include a communica-
tion correspondent, such as through email or phone calls,
a connection through an in-person meeting or introduc-
tion, or a combination thereof.
[0042] The contact 202 can be represented by a con-
tact-profile 204. The contact-profile 204 is identification
information representing the contact 202. The contact-
profile 204 can include a description of the person, a
group, an entity, a location, or a combination thereof. The
contact-profile 204 can include a name, a location, such
as an address or a set of coordinates representing a cur-
rent location, a communication information, such as a
phone number or an email address, dates or times, such
as a birthday or meeting date, or a combination thereof
associated with the person, the group, the entity, the lo-
cation, or a combination thereof.
[0043] The contact-profile 204 can include a detail de-
scription 206, a connection type 208, or a combination
thereof. The detail description 206 is information related
to the nature of the rapport or connection between the
user and the contact 202. For example, the detail de-
scription 206 can include a note or a set of keywords 210
provided by the user in free form. Also for example, the
detail description 206 can include one or more of the
keywords 210 frequently associated with the contact 202,
such as found in scheduling information or in communi-
cations with the person, the group, the entity, the location,
or a combination thereof.
[0044] The connection type 208 is a categorical de-
scription regarding the nature of the rapport or connection
between the user and the contact 202. For example, the
connection type 208 can include a specific label or title,
such as personal, professional, family, coworker, parent,
manager, client, or a combination thereof. Also for ex-
ample, the connection type 208 can be based on seman-
tic context or roles in the context of the relationship, phys-
ical presence of the user and the contact 202, virtual pres-
ence of the user and the contact 202, or a combination
thereof.
[0045] The computing system 100 can include an in-
teraction 212 with the contact 202, a device, or a combi-
nation thereof. The interaction 212 is a record of an ac-
tivity or a representation thereof involving more than one
party. For example, the interaction 212 can include a
communication 214, an in-person interface 216, or a
combination thereof.
[0046] The communication 214 can be an exchange
of information, such as through speaking and listening,
sending and receiving data, presenting and viewing, or
a combination thereof. For example, the communication
214 can be represented by the phone call content or his-
tory, message history, emails, document access history,
upload or download log, or a combination thereof.
[0047] The in-person interface 216 can be the activity
involving direct communications and reactions between
persons. For example, the in-person interface 216 can
be represented by location history, such as multiple par-

ties being present at the same location at the same time,
calendar information, such as meeting schedules or ap-
pointment details, a record for direct exchange of contact
information, common membership, attendance record,
or a combination thereof.
[0048] The interaction 212 can further include a context
for the interaction 212, such as an environmental context
218, a relational context 220, or a combination thereof.
The environmental context 218 is a description of the
general situation surrounding the interaction 212 for de-
scribing significance or purpose of the interaction 212.
[0049] For example, the environmental context 218
can include time, location, event, purpose, or a combi-
nation thereof for the interaction 212. Also for example,
the environmental context 218 can include abstract con-
cepts or categorizations, such as entertainment, profes-
sional, educational, amount of importance or signifi-
cance, first interaction or meeting, final or symbolic event,
or a combination thereof.
[0050] The relational context 220 is a description of the
specific situation or role applicable to the persons in-
volved in the interaction 212for describing significance
or purpose of the interaction 212. The relational context
220 can be relevant when the contact 202 has multiple
types of relationship with the user. The relational context
220 can highlight the relationship relevant to the interac-
tion 212.
[0051] For example, the relational context 220 can de-
scribe the communication 214 to or from a colleague
speaking as a friend rather than a coworker as being
personal in nature and reflecting a social relationship
rather than work context. Also for example, the relational
context 220 can describe the in-person interface 216 for
a business purpose between family members as prima-
rily being business related over social purposes, and cat-
egorize the contacting party as a business contact for
the purpose of such instance of the in-person interface
216.
[0052] The computing system 100 can display a priva-
cy policy 222 for a candidate content 224. The candidate
content 224 is data intended for sharing. The candidate
content 224 can be data that has not been made exter-
nally available. The candidate content 224 can become
the interaction 212 after the information is shared with
the contact 202, a service provider, another device, or a
combination thereof. For example, the candidate content
224 can include an email, a file, an image, a contact in-
formation, user supplied information, or a combination
thereof that has not been shared or only have been
shared with a limit group other than the currently intended
target.
[0053] The candidate content 224 can be information
local to the first device 102, the second device 106, a
specific instance of the contact 202, or a combination
thereof or stored on a remote device. The candidate con-
tent 224 can be information that has not been sent, post-
ed, uploaded, stored remotely, or a combination thereof
with regard to any device, service, or person other than
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that of the user, or with regard to a specific device, serv-
ice, or person other than that of the user.
[0054] The privacy policy 222 is a communication to
the user regarding access to the candidate content 224
based on sharing the candidate content 224. The privacy
policy 222 can include a warning, a setting, a message,
a control option, or a combination thereof intended for
the user regarding access to the candidate content 224.
[0055] The privacy policy 222 can be regarding access
by any device, service, or person other than that of the
user, such as by viewing, downloading, storing, search-
ing, altering, or a combination of processes thereof for
the candidate content 224. The privacy policy 222 can
be based on a possibility of the user sharing, such as by
displaying, recreating sounds, performing instructions,
sending or transmitting, storing, altering a setting, post-
ing, accepting a link or an invitation, or a combination
thereof, with any device, service, or person other than
that of the user.
[0056] For example, the privacy policy 222 can be a
warning or a policy setting for sending or storing protected
information on a public server or website. Also for exam-
ple, the privacy policy 222 can be a proposed grouping
of recipients or requisite level of familiarity with the user
for allowing access to the candidate content 224.
[0057] The privacy policy 222 can be based on a con-
nection model 226. The connection model 226 is a rep-
resentation of the nature of the rapport or connection
between the user and the contact 202. The connection
model 226 can be associated with the connection type
208 or include information further detailed than the con-
nection type 208, or both. The privacy policy 222can de-
scribe and represent different aspects or areas within the
relationship using multiple dimensions, each dimension
representing a unique aspect of the relationship. The
connection model 226 can also be a processing-related
description for sharing the candidate content 224.
[0058] The connection model 226 can be a computing
model for the nature of the rapport or connection. The
computing system 100 can generate the connection
model 226 using processes based on patterns, associ-
ations, clustering, predictions, grouping, or a combina-
tion thereof for instances of the interaction 212. Details
regarding the generation of the connection model 226
will be discussed below.
[0059] The connection model 226 can include a cate-
gory cluster 228 having a categorical familiarity level 230.
The category cluster 228 is a grouping of items commonly
associated according to a criteria or a method. The cat-
egory cluster 228 can include items commonly associat-
ed to each other, to a logical concept, to a category, to
a specific data, or a combination thereof. The category
cluster 228 can be a grouping of the keywords 210, in-
stances of the interaction 212, or a combination thereof.
[0060] The category cluster 228 can represent an area,
a category, a subject, an aspect, or a combination thereof
regarding the contact 202, the user, the relationship be-
tween the contact 202 and the user, or a combination

thereof. For example, the category cluster 228 can be a
title, a sub-categorization, a value, or a combination
thereof representing a portion or aspect of the relation-
ship between the user and the contact 202. Also for ex-
ample, the category cluster 228 can be a set of keywords,
concepts, categories, or a combination thereof used in
associated with a specific instance of a relationship, a
specific subject, a commonly shared interest, or a com-
bination thereof.
[0061] The category cluster 228 can have multiple in-
stances overlapping each other. The category cluster
228 can have multiple instances where one is a subcate-
gory within another. The category cluster 228 can further
represent a specific rule or a process, an exception to
the relationship or any predetermined patterns or proc-
esses, or a combination thereof.
[0062] The categorical familiarity level 230 is a repre-
sentation of comfort level, trust, appropriateness, famil-
iarity, or a combination thereof associated with the cat-
egory cluster 228 for the relationship between the user
and the contact 202. The categorical familiarity level
230can represent emotional closeness, physical close-
ness, similarity level, or a combination thereof between
the user and the contact 202 in the relationship, specific
to an aspect of the relationship, or a combination thereof.
[0063] The categorical familiarity level 230 can be a
quantification of a strength, an importance, interest,
closeness, or a combination thereof for the user, the con-
tact 202, or a combination thereof regarding the category
cluster 228.
[0064] The computing system 100 can interact with the
user to receive an adjustment feedback 232 based on
the privacy policy 222. The adjustment feedback 232 is
information provided by the user regarding data intended
for sharing. The adjustment feedback 232 can be based
on the privacy policy 222.
[0065] For example, the adjustment feedback 232 can
be an approval or an acknowledgment of the privacy pol-
icy 222, or can be a correction or an adjustment to the
privacy policy 222. As a more specific example, the ad-
justment feedback 232 can be changes to grouping, to
targets for sharing, to requirements, or a combination
thereof to the privacy policy 222 for accessing the can-
didate content 224 after sharing the candidate content
224.
[0066] The computing system 100 can generate the
connection model 226associated with the contact 202
based on the interaction 212 between the user and the
contact 202, other users, service provider, devices, or a
combination thereof. The computing system 100 can use
the connection model 226 to generate the privacy policy
222 before the user shares the candidate content 224.
[0067] The privacy policy 222 can further include a
sharing target 234, a sharing threshold 236, or a combi-
nation thereof. The sharing target 234 is the intended or
allowed recipients for the shared information. The shar-
ing target can be one or more instance of the contact
202, such as individuals or websites, a group based on
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the category cluster 228, or a combination thereof.
[0068] The sharing threshold 236 can be a measurable
limitation required for providing the information. For ex-
ample, the sharing threshold 236 can be a minimum level
for the categorical familiarity level 230, required presence
or absence of a specific instance of the category cluster
228 or the connection type 208, a geographical require-
ment for the detail description 206, or a combination
thereof.
[0069] The computing system 100 can receive the ad-
justment feedback 232 regarding the privacy policy 222.
The computing system can generate a privacy setting
238 based on the connection model 226, the privacy pol-
icy 222, the adjustment feedback 232, or a combination
thereof.
[0070] The privacy setting 238 is a set of contacts, in-
structions, values, or a combination thereof for imple-
menting the sharing process. The privacy setting 238 can
include a method of sharing, such as email or uploading,
a destination, such as a website address or a phone
number, detailed individual contact information corre-
sponding to a group, or a combination thereof. The pri-
vacy setting 238 can also include a method of sharing,
a destination, a detailed set of contact information, or a
combination thereof excluded from implementing the
sharing process.
[0071] The privacy setting 238 can include limitations
or requirements, such as membership or password, for
accessing the shared content. The computing system
100 can share the candidate content 224according to the
privacy setting 238. Details regarding the above process
for the computing system 100 will be discussed below.
[0072] Referring now to FIG. 3, therein is shown an
exemplary block diagram of the computing system 100.
The computing system 100 can include the first device
102, the communication path 104, and the second device
106. The first device 102 can send information in a first
device transmission 308 over the communication path
104 to the second device 106. The second device 106
can send information in a second device transmission
310 over the communication path 104 to the first device
102.
[0073] For illustrative purposes, the computing system
100 is shown with the first device 102 as a client device,
although it is understood that the computing system 100
can have the first device 102 as a different type of device.
For example, the first device 102 can be a server having
a display interface.
[0074] Also for illustrative purposes, the computing
system 100 is shown with the second device 106 as a
server, although it is understood that the computing sys-
tem 100 can have the second device 106 as a different
type of device. For example, the second device 106 can
be a client device.
[0075] For brevity of description in this embodiment of
the present invention, the first device 102 will be de-
scribed as a client device and the second device 106 will
be described as a server device. The embodiment of the

present invention is not limited to this selection for the
type of devices. The selection is an example of an em-
bodiment of the present invention.
[0076] The first device 102 can include a first control
unit 312, a first storage unit 314, a first communication
unit 316, and a first user interface 318, and a location
unit 320. The first control unit 312 can include a first con-
trol interface 322. The first control unit 312 can execute
a first software 326 to provide the intelligence of the com-
puting system 100.
[0077] The first control unit 312 can be implemented
in a number of different manners. For example, the first
control unit 312 can be a processor, an application spe-
cific integrated circuit (ASIC) an embedded processor, a
microprocessor, a hardware control logic, a hardware fi-
nite state machine (FSM), a digital signal processor
(DSP), or a combination thereof. The first control inter-
face 322 can be used for communication between the
first control unit 312 and other functional units in the first
device 102. The first control interface 322 can also be
used for communication that is external to the first device
102.
[0078] The first control interface 322 can receive infor-
mation from the other functional units or from external
sources, or can transmit information to the other func-
tional units or to external destinations. The external
sources and the external destinations refer to sources
and destinations external to the first device 102.
[0079] The first control interface 322 can be imple-
mented in different ways and can include different imple-
mentations depending on which functional units or exter-
nal units are being interfaced with the first control inter-
face 322. For example, the first control interface 322 can
be implemented with a pressure sensor, an inertial sen-
sor, a microelectromechanical system (MEMS), optical
circuitry, waveguides, wireless circuitry, wireline circuitry,
or a combination thereof.
[0080] The first storage unit 314 can store the first soft-
ware 326. The first storage unit 314 can also store the
relevant information, such as data representing incoming
images, data representing previously presented image,
sound files, or a combination thereof.
[0081] The first storage unit 314 can be a volatile mem-
ory, a nonvolatile memory, an internal memory, an ex-
ternal memory, or a combination thereof. For example,
the first storage unit 314 can be a nonvolatile storage
such as non-volatile random access memory (NVRAM),
Flash memory, disk storage, or a volatile storage such
as static random access memory (SRAM).
[0082] The first storage unit 314 can include a first stor-
age interface 324. The first storage interface 324 can be
used for communication between the first storage unit
314 and other functional units in the first device 102. The
first storage interface 324 can also be used for commu-
nication that is external to the first device 102.
[0083] The first storage interface 324 can receive in-
formation from the other functional units or from external
sources, or can transmit information to the other func-
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tional units or to external destinations. The external
sources and the external destinations refer to sources
and destinations external to the first device 102.
[0084] The first storage interface 324 can include dif-
ferent implementations depending on which functional
units or external units are being interfaced with the first
storage unit 314. The first storage interface 324 can be
implemented with technologies and techniques similar
to the implementation of the first control interface 322.
[0085] The first communication unit 316 can enable
external communication to and from the first device 102.
For example, the first communication unit 316 can permit
the first device 102 to communicate with the second de-
vice 106 of FIG. 1, an attachment, such as a peripheral
device or a desktop computer, and the communication
path 104.
[0086] The first communication unit 316 can also func-
tion as a communication hub allowing the first device 102
to function as part of the communication path 104 and
not limited to be an end point or terminal unit to the com-
munication path 104. The first communication unit 316
can include active and passive components, such as mi-
croelectronics or an antenna, for interaction with the com-
munication path 104.
[0087] The first communication unit 316 can include a
first communication interface 328. The first communica-
tion interface 328 can be used for communication be-
tween the first communication unit 316 and other func-
tional units in the first device 102. The first communication
interface 328 can receive information from the other func-
tional units or can transmit information to the other func-
tional units.
[0088] The first communication interface 328 can in-
clude different implementations depending on which
functional units are being interfaced with the first com-
munication unit 316. The first communication interface
328 can be implemented with technologies and tech-
niques similar to the implementation of the first control
interface 322.
[0089] The first user interface 318 allows a user (not
shown) to interface and interact with the first device 102.
The first user interface 318 can include an input device
and an output device. Examples of the input device of
the first user interface 318 can include a keypad, a touch-
pad, soft-keys, a keyboard, a microphone, an infrared
sensor for receiving remote signals, or any combination
thereof to provide data and communication inputs.
[0090] The first user interface 318 can include a first
display interface 330. The first display interface 330 can
include an output device, such as the display interface
202 of FIG. 2. The first display interface 330 can include
a display, a projector, a video screen, a speaker, or any
combination thereof.
[0091] The first control unit 312 can operate the first
user interface 318 to display information generated by
the computing system 100. The first control unit 312 can
also execute the first software 326 for the other functions
of the computing system 100, including receiving location

information from the location unit 320. The first control
unit 312 can further execute the first software 326 for
interaction with the communication path 104 via the first
communication unit 316.
[0092] The location unit 320 can generate location in-
formation, current heading, current acceleration, and cur-
rent speed of the first device 102, as examples. The lo-
cation unit 320 can be implemented in many ways. For
example, the location unit 320 can function as at least a
part of the global positioning system, an inertial comput-
ing system, a cellular-tower location system, a pressure
location system, or any combination thereof. Also, for
example, the location unit 620 can utilize components
such as an accelerometer or GPS receiver.
[0093] The location unit 320 can include a location in-
terface 332. The location interface 332 can be used for
communication between the location unit 320 and other
functional units in the first device 102. The location inter-
face 632 can also be used for communication external
to the first device 102.
[0094] The location interface 332 can receive informa-
tion from the other functional units or from external sourc-
es, or can transmit information to the other functional
units or to external destinations. The external sources
and the external destinations refer to sources and desti-
nations external to the first device 102.
[0095] The location interface 332 can include different
implementations depending on which functional units or
external units are being interfaced with the location unit
320. The location interface 332 can be implemented with
technologies and techniques similar to the implementa-
tion of the first control unit 312.
[0096] The second device 106 can be optimized for
implementing an embodiment of the present invention in
a multiple device embodiment with the first device 102.
The second device 106 can provide the additional or high-
er performance processing power compared to the first
device 102. The second device 106 can include a second
control unit 334, a second communication unit 336, a
second user interface 338, and a second storage unit
346.
[0097] The second user interface 338 allows a user
(not shown) to interface and interact with the second de-
vice 106. The second user interface 338 can include an
input device and an output device. Examples of the input
device of the second user interface 338 can include a
keypad, a touchpad, soft-keys, a keyboard, a micro-
phone, or any combination thereof to provide data and
communication inputs. Examples of the output device of
the second user interface 338 can include a second dis-
play interface 340. The second display interface 340 can
include a display, a projector, a video screen, a speaker,
or any combination thereof.
[0098] The second control unit 334 can execute a sec-
ond software 342 to provide the intelligence of the second
device 106 of the computing system 100. The second
software 342 can operate in conjunction with the first soft-
ware 326. The second control unit 334 can provide ad-
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ditional performance compared to the first control unit
312.
[0099] The second control unit 334 can operate the
second user interface 338 to display information. The
second control unit 334 can also execute the second soft-
ware 342 for the other functions of the computing system
100, including operating the second communication unit
336 to communicate with the first device 102 over the
communication path 104.
[0100] The second control unit 334 can be implement-
ed in a number of different manners. For example, the
second control unit 334 can be a processor, an embed-
ded processor, a microprocessor, hardware control logic,
a hardware finite state machine (FSM), a digital signal
processor (DSP), or a combination thereof.
[0101] The second control unit 334 can include a sec-
ond control interface 344. The second control interface
344 can be used for communication between the second
control unit 334 and other functional units in the second
device 106. The second control interface 344 can also
be used for communication that is external to the second
device 106.
[0102] The second control interface 344 can receive
information from the other functional units or from exter-
nal sources, or can transmit information to the other func-
tional units or to external destinations. The external
sources and the external destinations refer to sources
and destinations external to the second device 106.
[0103] The second control interface 344 can be imple-
mented in different ways and can include different imple-
mentations depending on which functional units or exter-
nal units are being interfaced with the second control
interface 344. For example, the second control interface
344 can be implemented with a pressure sensor, an in-
ertial sensor, a microelectromechanical system (MEMS),
optical circuitry, waveguides, wireless circuitry, wireline
circuitry, or a combination thereof.
[0104] A second storage unit 346 can store the second
software 342. The second storage unit 346 can also store
the information such as data representing incoming im-
ages, data representing previously presented image,
sound files, or a combination thereof.. The second stor-
age unit 346 can be sized to provide the additional stor-
age capacity to supplement the first storage unit 314.
[0105] For illustrative purposes, the second storage
unit 346 is shown as a single element, although it is un-
derstood that the second storage unit 346 can be a dis-
tribution of storage elements. Also for illustrative purpos-
es, the computing system 100 is shown with the second
storage unit 346 as a single hierarchy storage system,
although it is understood that the computing system 100
can have the second storage unit 346 in a different con-
figuration. For example, the second storage unit 346 can
be formed with different storage technologies forming a
memory hierarchal system including different levels of
caching, main memory, rotating media, or off-line stor-
age.
[0106] The second storage unit 346 can be a volatile

memory, a nonvolatile memory, an internal memory, an
external memory, or a combination thereof. For example,
the second storage unit 346 can be a nonvolatile storage
such as non-volatile random access memory (NVRAM),
Flash memory, disk storage, or a volatile storage such
as static random access memory (SRAM).
[0107] The second storage unit 346 can include a sec-
ond storage interface 348. The second storage interface
348 can be used for communication between the second
storage unit 346 and other functional units in the second
device 106. The second storage interface 348 can also
be used for communication that is external to the second
device 106.
[0108] The second storage interface 348 can receive
information from the other functional units or from exter-
nal sources, or can transmit information to the other func-
tional units or to external destinations. The external
sources and the external destinations refer to sources
and destinations external to the second device 106.
[0109] The second storage interface 348 can include
different implementations depending on which functional
units or external units are being interfaced with the sec-
ond storage unit 346. The second storage interface 348
can be implemented with technologies and techniques
similar to the implementation of the second control inter-
face 344.
[0110] The second communication unit 336 can enable
external communication to and from the second device
106. For example, the second communication unit 336
can permit the second device 106 to communicate with
the first device 102 over the communication path 104.
[0111] The second communication unit 336 can also
function as a communication hub allowing the second
device 106 to function as part of the communication path
104 and not limited to be an end point or terminal unit to
the communication path 104. The second communica-
tion unit 336 can include active and passive components,
such as microelectronics or an antenna, for interaction
with the communication path 104.
[0112] The second communication unit 336 can in-
clude a second communication interface 350. The sec-
ond communication interface 350 can be used for com-
munication between the second communication unit 336
and other functional units in the second device 106. The
second communication interface 350 can receive infor-
mation from the other functional units or can transmit
information to the other functional units.
[0113] The second communication interface 350 can
include different implementations depending on which
functional units are being interfaced with the second com-
munication unit 336. The second communication inter-
face 350 can be implemented with technologies and tech-
niques similar to the implementation of the second control
interface 344.
[0114] The first communication unit 316 can couple
with the communication path 104 to send information to
the second device 106 in the first device transmission
308. The second device 106 can receive information in
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the second communication unit 336 from the first device
transmission 308 of the communication path 104.
[0115] The second communication unit 336 can couple
with the communication path 104 to send information to
the first device 102 in the second device transmission
310. The first device 102 can receive information in the
first communication unit 316 from the second device
transmission 310 of the communication path 104. The
computing system 100 can be executed by the first con-
trol unit 312, the second control unit 334, or a combination
thereof. For illustrative purposes, the second device 106
is shown with the partition having the second user inter-
face 338, the second storage unit 346, the second control
unit 334, and the second communication unit 336, al-
though it is understood that the second device 106 can
have a different partition. For example, the second soft-
ware 342 can be partitioned differently such that some
or all of its function can be in the second control unit 334
and the second communication unit 336. Also, the sec-
ond device 106 can include other functional units not
shown in FIG. 3 for clarity.
[0116] The functional units in the first device 102 can
work individually and independently of the other function-
al units. The first device 102 can work individually and
independently from the second device 106 and the com-
munication path 104.
[0117] The functional units in the second device 106
can work individually and independently of the other func-
tional units. The second device 106 can work individually
and independently from the first device 102 and the com-
munication path 104.
[0118] For illustrative purposes, the computing system
100 is described by operation of the first device 102 and
the second device 106. It is understood that the first de-
vice 102 and the second device 106 can operate any of
the modules and functions of the computing system 100.
[0119] Referring now to FIG. 4, therein is shown a con-
trol flow of the computing system 100. The computing
system 100 can include a contact identification module
402, a recording module 404, a clustering module 406,
a relationship modeling module 408, a privacy manage-
ment module 410, and a distribution module 412.
[0120] The contact identification module 402 can be
coupled to the recording module 404 using wired or wire-
less connections, by having an output of one module as
an input of the other module, by having operations of one
module influence operation of the other module, or a com-
bination thereof. Similarly, the recording module 404 can
be coupled to the clustering module 406, the distribution
module 412, or a combination thereof. Moreover, the
clustering module 406 can be similarly coupled to the
relationship modeling module 408, which can be coupled
to the privacy management module 410, and the privacy
management module 410 can be further coupled to the
distribution module 412.
[0121] The contact identification module 402 is config-
ured to identify the contact-profile 204 of FIG. 2 for rep-
resenting the contact 202 of FIG. 2. The contact identifi-

cation module 402 can identify the contact-profile 204
using a variety of methods.
[0122] For example, the contact identification module
402 can use the first communication unit 316 of FIG. 3,
the second communication unit 336 of FIG. 3, or a com-
bination thereof to search the user’s social network con-
nections. The contact identification module 402 can iden-
tify the contact-profile 204 by storing contact or identifi-
cation information, such as email number or web ad-
dress, profile information, name, or a combination there-
of, by identifying a stored location of such information, or
a combination thereof as the contact-profile 204.
[0123] Also for example, the contact identification
module 402 can search an address or phone list stored
in the first storage unit 314 of FIG. 3, the second storage
unit 346 of FIG. 3, or a combination thereof. The contact
identification module 402 can set the identification and
associated correspondence information as the contact-
profile 204.
[0124] For further example, the contact identification
module 402 can use the first control interface 322 of FIG.
3, the second control interface 344 of FIG. 3, or a com-
bination thereof to search previously used contact infor-
mation, such as phone numbers or email address. The
contact identification module 402 can set the previously-
used correspondence information as the contact-profile
204.
[0125] Also for further example, the contact identifica-
tion module 402 can use the first user interface 318, the
second user interface 338, or a combination thereof to
receive input from the user. The contact identification
module 402 can identify the contact 202 and the contact-
profile 204 using the input directly from the user.
[0126] As a more specific example, the contact identi-
fication module 402 can receive the information corre-
sponding to the user adding an instance of the contact
202 on a social website, an address book, into a specific
device, or a combination thereof. The contact identifica-
tion module 402 can use the information, such as tags
or free-form text associated with the contact 202, to iden-
tify the contact-profile 204.
[0127] The contact identification module 402 can in-
clude a correspondence mechanism in the contact-pro-
file 204. The contact identification module 402 can in-
clude one or more available, previously-used, user-au-
thorized, or a combination thereof for methods or medium
associated with the specific instance of the contact 202
as the correspondence mechanism. For example, the
contact identification module 402 can include social net-
work messaging, email, uploads to publishing or posting
site, or a combination thereof as the correspondence
mechanism associated with the specific instance of the
contact 202 in the associated instance of the contact-
profile 204.
[0128] After identifying the contact-profile 204, the con-
trol flow can pass from the contact identification module
402 to the recording module 404. The control flow can
pass by having the contact-profile 204as an output from
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the contact identification module 402 to an input of the
recording module 404, storing the contact-profile 204at
a location known and accessible to the recording module
404, by notifying the recording module 404, such as by
using a flag, an interrupt, a status signal, or a combination
thereof, or a combination of processes thereof.
[0129] The recording module 404 is configured to iden-
tify the interaction 212 with the contact 202. The recording
module 404 can identify the interaction 212 by processing
the data transmitted, received, accessed, stored, or a
combination thereof with the first communication unit
316, the second communication unit 336, or a combina-
tion thereof. The recording module 404 can further iden-
tify the interaction 212 by analyzing location-based infor-
mation associated with the user, the contact 202, or a
combination thereof.
[0130] The recording module 404 can include a per-
sonal interaction module 414, a communication history
module 416, a context module 418, or a combination
thereof for identifying the interaction 212. The personal
interaction module 414 is configured to process for the
in-person interface 216 of FIG. 2 for identifying the inter-
action 212. The personal interaction module 414 can
process for the in-person interface 216 by determining
the in-person interface 216 based on location information
of the user.
[0131] For example, the personal interaction module
414 can determine the in-person interface 216 with the
contact 202 when the navigational information of the user
and the contact 202is within a threshold distance prede-
termined by the computing system 100, within an en-
closed area, such as a boundary perimeter or a room, or
a combination thereof. The navigational information of
the user can be determined by the location unit 320 of
FIG. 3. The navigational information of the contact 202
can be received using the first communication unit 316,
the second communication unit 336, or a combination
thereof.
[0132] Also for example, the personal interaction mod-
ule 414 can determine the in-person interface 216 with
the contact 202 based on the user’s calendar, the calen-
dar of the contact 202, an attendance record or signup,
or a combination thereof. As a more specific example,
the personal interaction module 414 can determine the
in-person interface 216 based on meetings, appoint-
ments, or a combination thereof scheduled between the
user and the contact 202. The personal interaction mod-
ule 414 can use a scheduled calendar event, exchange
or confirmation thereof, a follow-up message related
thereof, or a combination thereof to determine the in-
person interface 216.
[0133] The communication history module 416 is con-
figured to process the communication 214 of FIG. 2 for
identifying the interaction 212. The communication his-
tory module 416 can process for the communication 214
to identify the interaction 212 with the contact 202.
[0134] For example, the communication history mod-
ule 416 can search stored instances of communicated

content using the first storage interface 324 of FIG. 3,
the second storage interface 348 of FIG. 3, or a combi-
nation thereof. As a more specific example, the commu-
nication history module 416 can search sent or received
instances of emails, text-based messages, images, links,
connections, invitations, or a combination thereof. As a
further specific example, the communication history
module 416 can search a call-log, the user’s calendar,
mail log, or a combination thereof.
[0135] The communication history module 416 can
process the communication 214 for identifying the inter-
action 212 by determining the communicated content
from, to, copied for, or a combination thereof involving
the contact 202. The communication history module 416
can identify the communicated content having the infor-
mation contained in the contact-profile 204 therein as the
interaction 212 involving the contact 202.
[0136] The context module 418 is configured to deter-
mine contextual information regarding the interaction
212. The context module 418 can determine the environ-
mental context 218 of FIG. 2, the relational context 220
of FIG. 2, or a combination thereof for the interaction 212.
[0137] The context module 418 can determine the en-
vironmental context 218 by processing environmental
data. For example, the context module 418 can deter-
mine the environmental context 218 based on time, lo-
cation of the user, identity of the contact 202 close
enough for the in-person interface 216, or a combination
thereof associated with the interaction 212. Also for ex-
ample, the context module 418 can determine the envi-
ronmental context 218 based on the information being
accessed or recently accessed by the user, such as
search string or title of the slide being projected in view
of the user, in association with the interaction 212.
[0138] For further example, the context module 418
can use the user’s calendar or schedule, the communi-
cation 214 before, during, or after the interaction 212, or
a combination thereof to determine the environmental
context 218. As a more specific example, the environ-
mental data can include a title for the reminder or meet-
ing, specific instances of the keywords 210 of FIG. 2 in
one or a series of communications leading up to deter-
mining of the time and place of the in-person interface
216, follow-up instances of the communication 214 after
the in-person interface 216, or a combination thereof.
[0139] The context module 418 can use the environ-
mental data to determine a purpose, a goal, a meaning,
a significance, a category, or a combination thereof as-
sociated with the interaction 212. The context module
418 can use an environmental list of the environmental
data associated with various values representing the pur-
pose, the goal, the meaning, the significance, the cate-
gory, or a combination thereof predetermined by the com-
puting system 100. The context module 418 can deter-
mine the environmental context 218 as one or more val-
ues corresponding to the environmental data.
[0140] The context module 418 can determine the re-
lational context 220 using a similar method. For example,
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the context module 418 can determine the relational con-
text 220 based on the environmental data, such as con-
tent and nature of the communication 214 based on the
keywords 210, time and location of the in-person inter-
face 216, the connection type 208 as described by the
contact 202 or the user, the connection type 208 as de-
termined by the computing system 100, or a combination
thereof.
[0141] The context module 418 can further determine
the relational context 220 using a relational listing of the
environmental data associated with various values rep-
resenting the purpose, the goal, the meaning, the signif-
icance, the category, or a combination thereof predeter-
mined by the computing system 100 and different from
the environmental list. The context module 418 can set
the purpose, the goal, the meaning, the significance, the
category, or a combination thereof associated with the
environmental data in the relational list as the relational
context 220.
[0142] The context module 418 can also use other
methods involving machine learning, conceptual recog-
nition, pattern recognition, abstraction using the key-
words 210, or a combination thereof. The context module
418 can store the environmental context 218, the rela-
tional context 220, or a combination thereof for the inter-
action 212 in the first storage unit 314, the second storage
unit 346, or a combination thereof.
[0143] After identifying the interaction 212, the control
flow can pass from the recording module 404 to the clus-
tering module 406. The control flow can pass similarly
as described above between the contact identification
module 402 and the recording module 404, but using the
interaction 212 instead of the contact-profile 204 or in
addition to the contact-profile 204.
[0144] The clustering module 406 is configured to gen-
erate the category cluster 228 corresponding to the con-
tact 202. The clustering module 406 can generate the
category cluster 228 of FIG. 2 based on the interaction
212 or portions therein, such as the environmental con-
text 218 or the relational context 220, the contact-profile
204, or a combination thereof.
[0145] The clustering module 406 can include a cluster
mechanism 420. The cluster mechanism 420 is a method
or a set of instructions for processing data for determining
the category cluster 228. The cluster mechanism 420
can include a sequence for the method or the set of in-
structions. The cluster mechanism 420 can further in-
clude an input restriction for the data processed in deter-
mining the category cluster 228. For example, the cluster
mechanism 420 can include a list of the keywords 210,
a specific set of routines for an instance of the connection
type 208 of FIG. 2, or a combination thereof. Also for
example, the cluster mechanism 420 can include repre-
senting each cluster with a mean vector, modeling clus-
ters using statistical distribution or distance connectivity,
or a combination thereof.
[0146] The clustering module 406 can use the cluster
mechanism 420 to analyze the interaction 212, the con-

tact-profile 204, or a combination thereof. For example,
the clustering module 406 can process the keywords 210
in the contact-profile 204, the communication 214 or the
in-person interface 216, or a combination thereof accord-
ing to the cluster mechanism 420 to generate the cate-
gory cluster 228. Also for example, the clustering module
406 can process the images, schedule information, the
environmental context 218, the relational context 220, or
a combination thereof according to the cluster mecha-
nism 420 to generate the category cluster 228.
[0147] The clustering module 406 can generate multi-
ple instances of the category cluster 228. The clustering
module 406 can generate the multiple instances of the
category cluster 228 to overlap, and can further include
where one instance is included or functions as a sub-
category within an encompassing instance of the cate-
gory cluster 228. The interaction 212 or an instance of
the keywords 210 can be included in multiple instances
of the category cluster 228. The clustering module 406
can generate the category cluster 228 for a type or an
aspect of the nature of relationship between the user and
the contact 202.
[0148] For example, the contact 202 can be the user’s
manager at work, maintaining a typical professional
working relationship where sharing of non-work-related
information is minimal. However, the contact 202 and the
user can be very close when it comes to a shared interest,
such as a sport or a hobby. The clustering module 406
can generate an instance of the category cluster 228 cor-
responding to the professional relationship and a sepa-
rate instance of the category cluster 228 corresponding
to the shared interest. The cluster corresponding to the
professional relationship can overlap the cluster corre-
sponding to the shared interest, or encompass and in-
clude the cluster corresponding to the shared interest as
a sub-cluster.
[0149] After generating the category cluster 228, the
control flow can pass from the clustering module 406 to
the relationship modeling module 408. The control flow
can pass similarly as described above between the con-
tact identification module 402 and the recording module
404, but using the category cluster 228 instead of the
contact 202, or in addition to the contact-profile 204, the
interaction 212, or a combination thereof.
[0150] The relationship modeling module 408 is con-
figured to generate the connection model 226 of FIG. 2.
The relationship modeling module 408 can generate the
connection model 226 for representing a relationship, a
closeness, a familiarity, or a combination thereof be-
tween the user and the contact 202. The relationship
modeling module 408 can generate the connection mod-
el 226 for representing detailed aspects of the relation-
ship, the closeness, the familiarity, or a combination
thereof. The relationship modeling module 408 can fur-
ther generate the connection model 226 for characteriz-
ing various instances of the interaction 212 with the con-
tact 202.
[0151] The relationship modeling module 408 can gen-
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erate the connection model 226 by determining a pattern,
an association, or a combination thereof for the instances
of the interaction 212 with the contact 202.The relation-
ship modeling module 408 can generate the connection
model 226 based on the category cluster 228.
[0152] The relationship modeling module 408 can gen-
erate the connection model 226 by determining a title or
a description for each instance of the category cluster
228. For example, the clustering module 406 can use
one or more instances of the keywords 210 based on
associated analytical value, such as frequency of usage,
mean-value, location within the cluster, or a combination
thereof, the connection type 208, the environmental con-
text 218 or the relational context 220 most frequently as-
sociated with the cluster, or a combination thereof as the
title or the description of a specific instance of the cate-
gory cluster 228.
[0153] The relationship modeling module 408 can gen-
erate the connection model 226 as a grouping of all in-
stances of the category cluster 228 corresponding to a
specific instance of the contact-profile 204. The relation-
ship modeling module 408 can generate the connection
model 226 as a representation of the relationship be-
tween the user and the contact 202 corresponding to the
contact-profile 204. The relationship modeling module
408 can generate the connection model 226 with the in-
stances of the category cluster 228 therein each repre-
senting a nature or aspect of the relationship or charac-
terize a set of the interaction 212.
[0154] The relationship modeling module 408 can fur-
ther generate the connection model 226based on seman-
tic context or roles in the context of the relationship, phys-
ical presence of the user and the contact 202, virtual pres-
ence of the user and the contact 202, or a combination
thereof. The relationship modeling module 408 can use
specific instances of the keywords 210 to determine the
semantic context. Further, the relationship modeling
module 408can use location information, the category
cluster 228, the contact-profile 204, the interaction 212,
or a combination to determine the physical or virtual pres-
ence.
[0155] The relationship modeling module 408 can fur-
ther generate the connection model 226 including the
categorical familiarity level 230 of FIG. 2 associated with
the category cluster 228. The relationship modeling mod-
ule 408 can calculate the categorical familiarity level 230
based on the keywords 210, the contact-profile 204, the
interaction 212, or a combination thereof.
[0156] For example, the relationship modeling module
408 can calculate the categorical familiarity level 230
based on frequency of usage of the keywords 210 or a
quantitative measure representing an importance there-
of. Also for example, the relationship modeling module
408 can calculate the categorical familiarity level 230
based on a quantitative measure representing a typical
or average familiarity level of the connection type 208,
which can be compared to the usage of the keywords,
the environmental context 218, or the relational context

220.
[0157] For further example, the relationship modeling
module 408 can calculate the categorical familiarity level
230 based on an amount or frequency of the interaction
212, either independently or along with the connection
type 208 and the keywords 210. Also for further example,
the relationship modeling module 408 can calculate the
categorical familiarity level 230 based on an attribute of
the category cluster 228, such as a size, a density, a
mean value, or a combination thereof.
[0158] The relationship modeling module 408 can cal-
culate the categorical familiarity level 230 to include ex-
ceptions, aspects that are sensitive or should be avoided,
or a combination thereof. For example, the relationship
modeling module 408 can calculate the categorical fa-
miliarity level 230 to include a flag for avoiding mention
of a surprise party or a negative value when the interac-
tion 212 includes hostile instances of the keywords 210.
[0159] The computing system 100 can process rela-
tionships to multiple instances of the contact 202 using
the title or the description. For example, all social contacts
that are tagged with the keywords 210 involved in a re-
lationship can be determined as belonging to such rela-
tionship. Also for example, the categorical familiarity level
230 can be normalized across multiple instances of the
contacts, across multiple users or instances of the con-
nection model 226, or a combination thereof. The cate-
gorical familiarity level 230 can be relative to other in-
stances of the category cluster 228 or within the connec-
tion model 226.
[0160] The relationship modeling module 408 can fur-
ther generate the connection model 226 based on the
contact-profile 204. The relationship modeling module
408 can generate the connection model 226 having the
connection type 208, an instance of the keywords 210 in
the detail description 206, or a combination thereof as
an overarching category for the category cluster 228 in
the connection model 226.
[0161] The relationship modeling module 408 can use
the connection type 208, the detail description 206, or a
combination thereof as a baseline value or a center point
for the category cluster 228. The relationship modeling
module 408 can further assign an initial value for the cat-
egorical familiarity level 230 based on the connection
type 208, the detail description 206, or a combination
thereof.
[0162] The relationship modeling module 408 can fur-
ther generate the connection model 226 based on a cat-
egory set 422, a category-association value 424, or a
combination thereof. The category set 422 is a group of
categories for organizing the connection model 226. The
relationship modeling module 408 can use the category
set 422similarly as the connection type 208 as a different
baseline value or a different center point for the category
cluster 228.
[0163] The category-association value 424 is a repre-
sentation of affinity or degree of association between the
category cluster 228 and one or more instances of cat-
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egories in the category set 422. The relationship mode-
ling module 408 can calculate the category-association
value 424 similar to calculating the categorical familiarity
level 230 for evaluating the category cluster 228 accord-
ing to the category set 422. For example, the category-
association value 424 can be based on the distance, the
degree of association, overlap in defining instances of
the keywords 210, or a combination thereof between one
or more categories in the category set 422 and the cat-
egory cluster 228.
[0164] It has been discovered that the category cluster
228 and the connection model 226 provide an accurate
representation of relationships using multi-dimensional
social model for the computing system 100. The category
cluster 228 and the connection model 226 based on the
contact-profile 204 and the interaction 212 can use
groupings or patterns in words or contexts surrounding
the relationships to describe the relationship instead of
using limited set of predefined choices or categories.
[0165] Further, it has been discovered that the cate-
gory cluster 228 provides representation of various as-
pects within a relationship by using groupings and con-
cepts instead of singular keyword or set categories. It
has also been discovered that the categorical familiarity
level 230 corresponding to the category cluster 228 pro-
vides an accurate representation of complex nature in
various relationships. The categorical familiarity level
230 corresponding to the category cluster 228 can pro-
vide a measureable representation of familiarity and
comfort-level associated with each aspect of the relation-
ship, rather than for an overall description of the relation-
ship.
[0166] The relationship modeling module 408 can use
the first control unit 312, the second control unit 334, or
a combination thereof to generate the connection model
226. The relationship modeling module 408 can store the
connection model 226 in the first storage unit 314, the
second storage unit 346, or a combination thereof.
[0167] After generating the connection model 226, the
control flow can pass from the relationship modeling
module 408 to the privacy management module 410. The
control flow can pass similarly as described above be-
tween the contact identification module 402 and the re-
cording module 404.
[0168] The privacy management module 410 is con-
figured to control the sharing of information. The privacy
management module 410 can control the sharing of the
candidate content 224 of FIG. 2. The privacy manage-
ment module 410 can further control the sharing by gen-
erating the privacy policy 222 of FIG. 2. The privacy man-
agement module 410 can include a candidate identifica-
tion module 426, a candidate analysis module 428, a
setting adjustment module 430, or a combination thereof
for controlling the sharing of the information.
[0169] The candidate identification module 426 is con-
figured to identify the candidate content 224. The candi-
date identification module 426 can use the first user in-
terface 318, the second user interface 338, or a combi-

nation thereof to identify the candidate content 224.
[0170] For example, the candidate identification mod-
ule 426 can identify the candidate content 224 as the
image captured or downloaded by the user. Also for ex-
ample, the candidate identification module 426 can iden-
tify the candidate content 224 as a message or a file
provided or selected by the user for sharing, such as
through messaging application or at a publishing website.
[0171] The candidate identification module 426 can
identify the candidate content 224 as the user composes,
downloads, stores, or a combination thereof for sharing
the content. The candidate identification module 426 can
also identify the candidate content 224 when the user
selects sharing and before the content is transferred or
communicated for sharing. For example, the candidate
identification module 426 can identify the candidate con-
tent 224 when the user selects send or upload operation
and before executing corresponding send or upload in-
structions.
[0172] The candidate analysis module 428 is config-
ured to generate controls for managing privacy and ac-
cess for the candidate content 224. The candidate anal-
ysis module 428 can generate the privacy policy 222 for
sharing or communicating the candidate content 224.
[0173] The candidate analysis module 428 can gener-
ate the privacy policy 222 based on the candidate content
224, the connection model 226, or a combination thereof.
The candidate analysis module 428 can generate the
privacy policy 222 by determining the sharing target 234
of FIG. 2, the sharing threshold 236 of FIG. 2, or a com-
bination thereof or a combination thereof based on the
candidate content 224.
[0174] The candidate analysis module 428 can deter-
mine the sharing target 234 by determining a candidate
subject. The candidate analysis module 428 can gener-
ate the privacy policy 222 based on the connection model
226 to determine the sharing target 234 as a set of re-
cipients allowed to share the candidate content 224. The
privacy policy 222 can specify the sharing target 234.
[0175] The candidate analysis module 428 can deter-
mine the candidate subject of the candidate content 224
based on the subject line of the message, the keywords
210, title of files, description for the files, or a combination
thereof. The candidate analysis module 428 can further
determine the candidate subject by comparing the can-
didate content 224 to the category cluster 228 in the con-
nection model 226.
[0176] For example, the candidate analysis module
428 can compare the keywords 210 in the candidate con-
tent 224 to one or more instances of the category cluster
228, within one instance of the connection model 226 or
across multiple instances of the connection model 226,
or a combination thereof. The comparison can be based
on matching the keywords 210, calculating distances,
statistical analysis, or a combination thereof based on
the candidate content 224 and the category cluster 228.
The comparison can be similar or related to the clustering
process described above.
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[0177] Also for example, the candidate analysis mod-
ule 428 can determine the environmental context 218,
the relational context 220, or a combination thereof cor-
responding to the candidate content 224. The candidate
analysis module 428 can compare the various contexts
corresponding to the category cluster 228.
[0178] The candidate subject can be the title or iden-
tification of one or more instances of the category cluster
228 matching or associated with the candidate content
224. The candidate analysis module 428 can determine
the sharing target 234 as correspondence information in
the contact-profile 204 of the contact 202 having the cat-
egory cluster 228 in the connection model 226 matching
the candidate subject of the candidate content 224.
[0179] The candidate analysis module 428 can also
determine the sharing target 234 by comparing the can-
didate content 224 with the category cluster 228 directly
and without determining the candidate subject. The can-
didate analysis module 428 can determine the sharing
target 234 as correspondence information in the contact-
profile 204 of the contact 202 having the category cluster
228 matching or associated with the candidate content
224. The candidate analysis module 428 can compare
as described above, such as by matching the keywords
210 or calculating distances. The candidate analysis
module 428 can determine the sharing target 234 as cor-
respondence information in the contact-profile 204 of the
contact 202 having the category cluster 228 in the con-
nection model 226 associated with the candidate content
224.
[0180] The candidate analysis module 428 can simi-
larly determine, specify, or a combination thereof for the
sharing threshold 236 based on a degree of association,
such as a quantity of shared instances of the keywords
210 or a distance between, for the category cluster 228
and the candidate content 224. The candidate analysis
module 428 can further determine the sharing threshold
236 based on identifying specific instances of the key-
words 210 indicating various levels of proprietary rating.
[0181] For example, the candidate analysis module
428 can determine the sharing threshold 236 to have a
high value when "please do not share" or "confidential"
is included in the candidate content 224. Also for exam-
ple, the candidate analysis module 428 can determine
the sharing threshold 236 to be based on number of spec-
ified keywords contained in the message, similarity of the
file to a previously shared file, image recognition, or a
combination thereof.
[0182] The candidate analysis module 428 can use the
sharing threshold 236 to further determine the sharing
target 234. The candidate analysis module 428 can de-
termine the sharing target 234 to exclude the contact 202
having the categorical familiarity level 230 of the category
cluster 228 corresponding to the candidate content 224
less than the sharing threshold 236.
[0183] For example, the user can include a picture of
a tennis court, a picture of the user playing tennis, a mes-
sage regarding tennis, or a combination thereof in an

email or for uploading to a social sharing site. The can-
didate analysis module 428 can determine the sharing
target 234 as only the social sharing sites where the work
supervisor is not connected to the user. The candidate
analysis module 428 can determine the sharing target
234 to include the work supervisor if the supervisor and
the user share a common interest in tennis, where the
previous interaction indicate sufficient familiarity level as
indicated by the categorical familiarity level 230 relative
to the nature of the candidate content 224 as indicated
by the sharing threshold 236.
[0184] It has been discovered that a combination of
the sharing target 234, the sharing threshold 236, the
connection model 226 including the category cluster 228
and the categorical familiarity level 230 provides detailed
control over subject-specific and contextual sharing of
information over multiple dimensions of relationships.
The sharing target 234, the sharing threshold 236, and
the connection model 226can be used to specify various
subjects, topics, or contexts applicable to the user’s re-
lationship. The sharing threshold 236 and the categorical
familiarity level 230 can limit the access to only the con-
tact 202 having sufficient familiarity or closeness of the
relationship with respect to the specific subject, topic, or
context indicated by the candidate content 224.
[0185] It has also been discovered that the privacy pol-
icy 222 having the sharing target 234 and the sharing
threshold 236 predicts, expresses, and generates the de-
sired privacy level of the user for the candidate content
224. The sharing target 234 and the sharing threshold
236 of the privacy policy 222 can be based on previous
instances of the interaction 212. The computing system
100 can use the previous interactions along with ana-
lyzed result of the candidate content 224 to predicts, ex-
presses, and generates the intended recipients for the
candidate content 224.
[0186] The candidate analysis module 428 can use the
first control unit 312, the second control unit 334, or a
combination thereof to generate the privacy policy 222.
The candidate analysis module 428 can communicate
the privacy policy 222 to the user, such as by displaying
or recreating sounds, through the first user interface 318,
the second user interface 338, or a combination thereof.
[0187] The setting adjustment module 430 is config-
ured to finalize the privacy policy 222. The setting adjust-
ment module 430 can finalize the privacy policy 222 by
receiving a confirmation or an approval from the user.
The setting adjustment module 430 can further finalize
the privacy policy 222 by receiving the adjustment feed-
back 232 of FIG. 2 from the user.
[0188] The setting adjustment module 430 can use the
first user interface 318, the second user interface 338,
or a combination thereof to interact with the user. The
setting adjustment module 430 can further include an
adjustment interface, such as a screen, a mode, a func-
tion, a set of selections, or a combination thereof for al-
lowing the user to alter the privacy policy 222, including
the sharing target 234 and the sharing threshold 236.
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[0189] After generating the privacy policy 222, the con-
trol flow can pass from the privacy management module
410 to the distribution module 412. The control flow can
pass similarly as described above between the contact
identification module 402 and the recording module 404.
[0190] The privacy management module 410 can fur-
ther pass the adjustment feedback 232 to the relationship
modeling module 408. The relationship modeling module
408 can update the connection model 226, including the
category cluster 228, the categorical familiarity level 230,
or a combination thereof based on the adjustment feed-
back 232.
[0191] It has been discovered that the privacy policy
222, the adjustment feedback 232, and the connection
model 226 provide a learning and evolving representa-
tion of the user’s relationships. The privacy policy 222
and the adjustment feedback 232 can represent user’s
willingness or comfort-level for certain contacts, subject
matter, context, or a combination thereof, or represent
changes or updates to the user’s relationship or a specific
aspect thereof. The connection model 226 can store and
maintain such willingness, comfort-level, or updates and
apply them to subsequent communications.
[0192] The distribution module 412 is configured to
share or communicate the candidate content 224 based
on the privacy policy 222. The distribution module 412
can generate the privacy setting 238 of FIG. 2 based on
the privacy policy 222.
[0193] For example, the distribution module 412 can
generate the privacy setting 238 by determining the cor-
respondence identification in the contact-profile 204 for
the contact 202 corresponding to the finalized instance
of the privacy policy 222. As a more specific example,
the distribution module 412 can generate a list of email
addresses, phone numbers, website addresses, or a
combination thereof belonging to the contact 202 match-
ing the sharing target 234, having the category cluster
228, the categorical familiarity level 230, or a combination
thereof in the connection model 226 satisfying the privacy
policy 222, or a combination thereof.
[0194] Also for example, the distribution module 412
can generate the privacy setting 238 to include require-
ments for accessing the candidate content 224 according
to the privacy policy 222. As a more specific example,
the privacy setting 238 can include a setting or a level
specific to the social website. As a further specific exam-
ple, the privacy setting 238 can include a password lim-
itation, a valid duration for accessing the content, a re-
striction on subsequent functions, such as downloading
or altering, or a combination thereof.
[0195] The distribution module 412 can use the first
control interface 322, the second control interface 344,
or a combination thereof to generate the privacy setting
238. The distribution module 412 can use the first com-
munication unit 316, the second communication unit 336,
or a combination thereof to share the candidate content
224 according to the privacy setting 238.
[0196] The distribution module 412 can communicate

the candidate content 224 based on the privacy setting
238. The distribution module 412 can communicate the
candidate content 224, requirements or limitations of the
privacy setting 238, or a combination thereof by sending
the candidate content 224 to the sharing target 234 iden-
tified by the correspondence information portion of the
privacy setting 238.
[0197] Once the candidate content 224 is sent, the dis-
tribution module 412 can store the candidate content 224,
corresponding instance of the privacy policy 222, corre-
sponding instance of the adjustment feedback 232, cor-
responding instance of the privacy setting 238, or a com-
bination thereof as a new instance of the interaction 212
in the first storage unit 314, the second storage unit 346,
or a combination thereof. The recording module 404 can
subsequently identify the interaction 212 to include the
candidate content 224 when the candidate content 224is
communicated to the sharing target 234.
[0198] It has been discovered that the connection mod-
el 226 having the category cluster 228 and the privacy
setting 238 based on the privacy policy 222 can enable
the user to present partial self-image and protect desired
levels of privacy for different aspects of the user’s rela-
tionship. For example, the user can avoid accidentally
sharing a job interview experience with a current work
supervisor, such as through a publishing service provider
or a social networking site.
[0199] It has also been discovered that the privacy pol-
icy 222 and the adjustment feedback 232 can give user
greater control and lessen the burden on the user for
controlling the privacy. The computing system 100 can
predict, express, or generate the intended targets and
mean for sharing the information with the privacy policy
222. The user can have a starting point with the prediction
and provide only the adjustment, which can lessen the
burden of correctly identifying the recipients. Further the
user can use subjects and abstract topics to control the
recipients rather than individually identifying the recipi-
ents.
[0200] For illustrative purposes, the various modules
have been described as being specific to the first device
102 or the second device 106. However, it is understood
that the modules can be distributed differently. For ex-
ample, the various modules can be implemented in a
different device, or the functionalities of the modules can
be distributed across multiple devices. Also as an exam-
ple, the various modules can be stored in a non-transitory
memory medium.
[0201] For a more specific example, the functions of
the candidate identification module 426 and the candi-
date analysis module 428 can be merged and be specific
to the first device 102 or the second device 106, such as
by being implemented or stored in the first device 102 or
the second device 106. Also for a more specific example,
the function for determining the candidate subject or the
keywords 210 of the candidate analysis module 428 can
be specific to the first device 102 and the comparison to
the connection model 226 for the candidate analysis

29 30 



EP 2 779 057 A1

17

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

module 428can be specific to the second device 106. As
a further specific example, one or more modules show
in FIG. 4 can be stored in the non-transitory memory me-
dium for distribution to a different system, a different de-
vice, a different user, or a combination thereof.
[0202] The modules described in this application can
be stored in the non-transitory computer readable medi-
um. The first storage unit 314, the second storage unit
546 of FIG. 5, or a combination thereof can represent the
non-transitory computer readable medium. The first stor-
age unit 314, the second storage unit 346, or a combi-
nation thereof or a portion thereof can be removable from
the first device 102 or the second device 106. Examples
of the non-transitory computer readable medium can be
a non-volatile memory card or stick, an external hard disk
drive, a tape cassette, or an optical disk.
[0203] Referring now to FIG.5, therein is shown a flow
chart of a method 500 of operation of a computing system
100 in a further embodiment of the present invention.
The method 500 includes: identifying a contact-profile for
representing a contact in a block 502; identifying an in-
teraction with the contact in a block 504; generating a
category cluster from processing the interaction in a block
506; and generating a connection model including the
category cluster with a control unit for characterizing the
interaction with the contact for displaying on a device in
a block 508.
[0204] It has been discovered that the category cluster
228 of FIG. 2 and the connection model 226 of FIG. 2
provide an accurate representation of relationships for
the computing system 100. Further, it has been discov-
ered that the category cluster 228 provides representa-
tion of various aspects within a relationship by using
groupings and concepts instead of one keyword or set
categories.
[0205] It has also been discovered that the categorical
familiarity level 230 of FIG. 2 corresponding to the cate-
gory cluster 228 provides an accurate representation of
complex nature in various relationships. It has been dis-
covered that a combination of the sharing target 234 of
FIG. 2, the sharing threshold 236 of FIG. 2, the connec-
tion model 226 including the category cluster 228 and
the categorical familiarity level 230 provides detailed con-
trol over subject-specific and contextual sharing of infor-
mation over multiple dimensions of relationships. It has
been discovered that the privacy policy 222 of FIG. 2,
the adjustment feedback 232 of FIG. 2, and the connec-
tion model 226 provide a learning and evolving represen-
tation of the user’s relationships.
[0206] The physical transformation from the connec-
tion model 226 and the privacy policy 222 results in the
movement in the physical world, such as determining the
privacy setting 238 for sharing the candidate content 224
and the contact 202 accessing the candidate content 224
as intended by the user. Movement in the physical world
results in sharing and accessing of the candidate content
224 can be fed back into the computing system 100 and
captured as the interaction 212, which can be used to

further update the connection model 226 and the subse-
quent instance of the privacy policy 222.
[0207] The resulting method, process, apparatus, de-
vice, product, and/or system is straightforward, cost-ef-
fective, uncomplicated, highly versatile, accurate, sensi-
tive, and effective, and can be implemented by adapting
known components for ready, efficient, and economical
manufacturing, application, and utilization. Another im-
portant aspect of the present invention is that it valuably
supports and services the historical trend of reducing
costs, simplifying systems, and increasing performance.
[0208] These and other valuable aspects of the present
invention consequently further the state of the technology
to at least the next level.
[0209] While the invention has been described in con-
junction with a specific best mode, it is to be understood
that many alternatives, modifications, and variations will
be apparent to those skilled in the art in light of the fore-
going description. Accordingly, it is intended to embrace
all such alternatives, modifications, and variations that
fall within the scope of the included claims. All matters
set forth herein or shown in the accompanying drawings
are to be interpreted in an illustrative and non-limiting
sense.

Claims

1. A computing system comprising:

a contact identification module configured to
identify a contact-profile for representing a con-
tact;
a recording module, coupled to the contact iden-
tification module, configured to identify an inter-
action with the contact;
a clustering module, coupled to the recording
module, configured to generate a category clus-
ter from processing the interaction; and
a relationship modeling module, coupled to the
clustering module, configured to generate a con-
nection model including the category cluster for
characterizing the interaction with the contact
for displaying on a device.

2. The system as claimed in claim 1 wherein the rela-
tionship modeling module is configured to generate
the connection model including a categorical famili-
arity level associated with the category cluster.

3. The system as claimed in claim 1 further comprising:

a context module, coupled to the contact iden-
tification module, configured to determine an en-
vironmental context for the interaction; and

wherein:
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the clustering module is configured to generate
the category cluster based on the environmental
context.

4. The system as claimed in claim 1 further comprising:

a context module, coupled to the contact iden-
tification module, configured to determine a re-
lational context for the interaction; and

wherein:

the clustering module is configured to generate
the category cluster based on the relational con-
text.

5. The system as claimed in claim 1 wherein the rela-
tionship modeling module is configured to generate
the connection model based on a category-associ-
ation value for evaluating the category cluster ac-
cording to a category set.

6. The system as claimed in claim 1 further comprising:

a candidate identification module, coupled to the
relationship modeling module, configured to
identify a candidate content; and
a candidate analysis module, coupled to the
candidate identification module, configured to
generate a privacy policy based on the connec-
tion model for communicating the candidate
content.

7. The system as claimed in claim 6wherein the candi-
date analysis module is configured to generate the
privacy policy based on determining a sharing target
or a sharing threshold for communicating the candi-
date content.

8. The system as claimed in claim 6 further comprising:

a setting adjustment module, coupled to the can-
didate analysis module, configured to receive
an adjustment feedback for altering the privacy
policy; and

wherein:

the relationship modeling module is configured
to update the connection model based on the
adjustment feedback.

9. The system as claimed in claim 6 further comprising:

a distribution module, coupled to the candidate
analysis module, configured to communicate
the candidate content based on the privacy pol-
icy; and

wherein:

the recording module is configured to identify
the interaction to include the candidate content.

10. A method of operation of a computing system com-
prising:

identifying a contact-profile for representing a
contact;
identifying an interaction with the contact;
generating a category cluster from processing
the interaction; and
generating a connection model including the
category cluster with a control unit for charac-
terizing the interaction with the contact for dis-
playing on a device.

11. The method as claimed in claim 10 wherein gener-
ating the connection model includes generating the
connection model including a categorical familiarity
level associated with the category cluster.

12. The method as claimed in claim 10 further compris-
ing:

determining an environmental context for the in-
teraction; and

wherein:

generating the category cluster includes gener-
ating the category cluster based on the environ-
mental context.

13. The method as claimed in claim 10 further compris-
ing:

determining an relational context for the interac-
tion; and

wherein:

generating the category cluster includes gener-
ating the category cluster based on the relational
context.

14. The method as claimed in claim 10 wherein gener-
ating the connection model includes generating the
connection model based on a category-association
value for evaluating the category cluster according
to a category set.

15. A non-transitory computer readable medium includ-
ing instructions comprising:

identifying a contact-profile for representing a
contact;
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identifying an interaction with the contact;
generating a category cluster from processing
the interaction; and
generating a connection model including the
category cluster for characterizing the interac-
tion with the contact for displaying on a device.
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