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(54) Test script generation system

(57) A test script generation system may generate
end-to-end test scripts to test a software application. A
workflow generator may generate recommendations of
suggested modules corresponding to domain-specific
reference application maps to include in a workflow. A

visual representation of the workflow may be generated
and provide an indication of suggested modules that
have not been included in the workflow. A script generator
may generate the end-to-end test scripts based on the
workflow.



EP 2 778 929 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] Test scripting is a major, effort-intensive stage
in software testing. This stage is predominantly a manual,
error-prone process often resulting in high rework and
maintenance efforts in addition to scripting. In some in-
stances, the time it takes to create test scripts may equal
or exceed the time it takes to test the software being
tested. Furthermore, in many situations, the tester does
not have expertise in the particular domain in which the
software is used, which further exasperates the ineffi-
ciencies and error-prone nature of the test scripting
stage.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0002] The embodiments are described in detail in the
following description with reference to examples shown
in the following figures.

Figure 1 illustrates an example of a data flow diagram
for a test script generation system.

Figure 2 illustrates the test script generation system
according to an example.

Figures 3-9 illustrate examples of screen shots to
generate an end-to-end test script.

Figure 10 illustrates an example of a method for
building a reference application map.

Figure 11 illustrates an example of a method for cre-
ating and storing test scripts.

Figure 12 illustrates an example of a sample test
script template.

Figure 13 illustrates an example of a method for gen-
erating an end-to-end test script based on a work-
flow.

Figure 14 illustrates an example of a computer sys-
tem that may be used for the methods and systems
described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0003] For simplicity and illustrative purposes, the prin-
ciples of the embodiments are described by referring
mainly to examples thereof. In the following description,
numerous specific details are set forth in order to provide
a thorough understanding of the embodiments. It is ap-
parent that the embodiments may be practiced without
limitation to all the specific details. Also, the embodiments
may be used together in various combinations.

[0004] According to an embodiment, a test script gen-
eration system auto-generates workflows and end-to-
end test scripts. The system supports software design
and testing and effectively automates the test scripting
process in software testing. The system may use refer-
ence application maps which may describe processes in
applications under test and how the processes link to one
another. Furthermore, the system can generate sugges-
tions for test script generation for relevant processes and
corresponding test scripts that may need to be included
in an end-to-end test script to test an application under
test (AUT). Thus, software testers that may not have in
depth knowledge of the field or domain of the AUT are
less prone to missing the testing of important processes
performed by the AUT. Also, the system can generate
end-to-end workflow diagrams indicating processes test-
ed for the AUT and where each process lies in the overall
workflow of the AUT.
[0005] Figure 1 illustrates a data flow diagram including
a test script generation system 100 according to an em-
bodiment. The test script generation system 100 can re-
ceive test script modules 110 from a test script repository
102 and receive reference application maps 111 (also
referred to as maps 111) from a reference application
map repository 103. Test script modules 110 are test
scripts that can be combined to form end-to-end test
scripts. From the inputs, the test script generation system
100 may generate workflows 104 and test scripts 105
which may be end-to-end test scripts across the AUT.
[0006] The test script repository 102 stores test script
modules 110 for testing software. The test scripts 110
may be manual test script that include instructions for
testing software or may include automated test scripts
that are executed to test the software. The manual test
scripts are used to explain the manual steps to be per-
formed by a software tester to test the software and may
be provided for example in a text document or spread-
sheet. The automated test scripts may be used to provide
inputs to compatible test automation frameworks built up-
on existing test automation tools to automatically execute
steps to test the software. The test script repository 102
may include a database or another type of data storage
system.
[0007] The reference application maps 111 document
how business processes or any type of processes for an
application are mapped together. A map may include
modules that describe business processes or other types
of processes that are coded to create an application. A
module may include a description in XML or another for-
mat and the description describes a process coded in an
application. A maps may also include a description of
how the modules are connected based on a sequence
of execution of the modules. For example, if modules
represent business processes 1-3 that are to be executed
in that order, a map for an application includes the mod-
ules for the business processes 1-3 and a description
indicating that the modules are mapped together in this
order to represent an order of execution of the business
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processes 1-3.
[0008] The workflows 104 generated by the test script
generation system 100 may include modules for appli-
cations to be tested by a test script. The workflows 104
may be generated based on suggestions provided by the
test script generation system 100 according to the maps
111. The test script generation system 100 can generate
diagrams of a workflow for example on a graphical user
interface that allows users to add or remove modules
from a workflow and present suggestions for modules to
include in the workflow for example based on a reference
application map for the application and modules already
included in the workflow. The workflow also includes links
to represent how the modules are connected in the work-
flow and the order of execution of testing each module.
Modules may have dependencies, which may include
receiving predetermined inputs. These dependencies
may be captured by the links and documented in and
tested by the test scripts for each module. The test scripts
105 may each include end-to-end scripts that test for ex-
ample all the modules in a corresponding workflow.
[0009] Figure 2 shows a block diagram of the test script
generation system 100. The test script generation system
100 may include the script generator 101, workflow gen-
erator 202, map management module 203, script man-
agement module 204 and user interface 205. The test
script generation system 100 may include hardware
and/or machine readable instructions executed on the
hardware.
[0010] The script generator 101 generates the end-to-
end test scripts 105 for example based on modules in
workflows 104. The workflow generator 202 generates
the workflows 104 for example based on user selection
of modules to include in the workflows and suggestions
determined by the workflow generator 202 from corre-
sponding maps. User interface 205 may include a graph-
ical user interface that can present options for user se-
lections of modules and may receive user selections of
modules to generate a workflow.
[0011] The map management module 203 can create
the reference application maps 111. For example, the
map management module 203 allows a user to create
maps for different domains and to include modules for
applicable processes in the maps. A domain may include
a particular field or area in which an application is used.
A domain may identify a particular industry or be more
specific, such as a particular area within the industry. For
example, a domain may be created for the telecommu-
nication industry or domains may be created for broad-
band, wireless, satellite, etc., for these areas within the
industry. The map management module 203 also allows
users to add, delete and modify maps as needed.
[0012] The script management module 204 can assign
a test script to each module and these assignments may
be used to create end-to-end test scripts. For example,
data repository 211 may store test scripts 110, which may
be for the modules 113. The script management module
204 may create and maintain an index that identifies a

test script for each module, which may be used by the
script generator 101 to identify and combine the test
scripts for each module in a workflow to create an end-
to-end test script. For example, the index includes an
association of module ID and test script for each module.
A lookup may be performed on the index with the module
ID to retrieve the corresponding test script from the data
repository 211. The script management module 204 also
may receive test scripts and store the test scripts, such
as the test scripts 110, in the data repository 211.
[0013] The data repository 211 may include a database
or another type of storage system. The data repository
211 may include a single repository comprising the re-
positories 102 and 103 shown in figure 1 or the data re-
pository 211 may comprise multiple repositories such as
shown in figure 1. The data repository 211 may store any
data used by the test script generation system 100, such
as end-to-end test scripts 105, test scripts 110 which may
be for individual modules, modules 113, workflows 104
and reference application maps 111.
[0014] The test script generation system 100 may gen-
erate a workflow based on suggested modules. Figures
3-9 illustrate examples of screen shots that may be gen-
erated by the test script generation system 100 to create
a workflow and generate an end-to-end test script from
the workflow. The screen shots shown in figures 3-9 and
other screen shots described below may be presented
in the user interface 205 or may be presented in a user
interface of another application. The workflow generator
202 of the system 100 may perform the functions asso-
ciated with the screen shots to create a workflow, and
the script generator 101 may generate the test script.
[0015] Figure 3 shows that a domain from a domain
drop down menu may be selected. The selection is re-
ceived and stored. The domains shown in the drop down
menu in this example are for different telecommunica-
tions domains, such as broadband, cable, fixed and wire-
less. In this example, the domain is selected for fixed.
Fixed may refer to various types of fixed-line products
including a fixed telephone line or a landline.
[0016] Each domain may have one or more maps as-
sociated with it. The domain names and their associated
maps may be stored in the data repository 211 and pre-
sented for selection. Figure 4 shows maps associated
with the fixed domain which may be presented via a list
menu in response to selection of the fixed domain. Each
map may be associated with a particular application or
a particular process (or set of processes), such as cus-
tomer interface management, selling, order handling,
problem handling, retention and loyalty, billing and col-
lection management, etc., which are all telecom process-
es followed for fixed-line products. The map examples
shown in figure 4 are generally related to creating and
managing customer contracts for telecommunication
services in the fixed domain. A user may select a dis-
played map and the selection is received and stored.
[0017] Figure 5 shows that the modules for the select-
ed map are displayed in the suggested components list
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box. For example, the selling map is selected and the
modules for the selling map are displayed in the suggest-
ed components list box. The user can select one of the
suggested modules and add it to the added components
list box to include the modules in a workflow. Figure 6
shows that the manage prospect-prospect creation mod-
ule is added to the workflow by including it in the added
components list box. Also, in response to adding the pros-
pect-prospect creation module, the system 100 deter-
mines that the next expected module in the map is man-
age prospect-quote creation, which is displayed by itself
in the suggested components list box. The user may then
select this module for the workflow. Figure 7 shows that
the process of adding modules is continued until desired
by the user. Then, the user may click the save flow button
to save the workflow to the data repository 211. This
saved flow may then be used as quick reference in the
future by re-loading it using the load saved flow button.
This may prevent the user from having to re-create the
workflow from scratch.
[0018] The user may prompt generation of the end-to-
end script for the workflow by clicking the generate script
button. The system 100 for example copies all the test
scripts for the modules in the workflow from the data re-
pository 211 in sequence to a single script to generate
the end-to-end script.
[0019] Figure 8 shows the module for manage pros-
pect-create prospect, and shows the manual test script
for that module, which in this example includes: goto con-
tact section, select option to create contact, fill it in, save
and check the contact type, etc. Examples of manual test
scripts are shown for the manage prospect-quote crea-
tion and negotiate sales-service configuration-data.
[0020] The user may also select the view flow button
to view the modules in the workflow in a graphical rep-
resentation and to show each module’s position in the
overall process. Figure 9 shows some of the modules
from the workflow in the graphical representation. The
system 100 determines from the selected map which of
the suggested modules in the process has not been in-
cluded in the workflow and includes those modules with
an indication that they were suggested but not included
in the current workflow. In this example, two such mod-
ules are shown: negotiate sales-contracts and SLAs -Us-
er Disagrees and Negotiate Sales-Quote(s) Approval.
For example, the workflow generator 202 determines
from associations between the modules in the map that
the output of the module negotiates sales-service con-
figuration can be potentially connected to two modules
on two different paths. One path, which is currently in-
cluded in the workflow, represents if the user agrees to
the negotiated service configuration, and the second path
is if the user does not agree then continue negotiation.
The second path is not currently included in the workflow
but represents an alternative path which could be tested
by the software tester. The second path for example is
a branch from the main path. Thus, the module is shown
for the second path so the user can select it for the work-

flow. Similarly, the path including the module for negoti-
ate sales-quote(s) approval is currently not in the work-
flow but is shown with an indication that the user can
recognize as an alternative path that was suggested to
be included in the workflow based on the map but is not
currently in the workflow.
[0021] The system 100 may be used to build the ref-
erence application maps 111, which may be used to
make suggestions for workflows in various domains as
described above. Figure 10 describes a method 1000 to
build a reference application map. The map management
module 203 in the system 100 may facilitate building and
modifying maps but the method 1000 may be performed
by other systems. Also, user inputs for creating a map
may be provided via the user interface 205.
[0022] At 1001, the map management module 203 de-
termines a domain for a new map to be created. A set of
domains may be stored in the data repository. A drop
down menu may be provided via the user interface 205
that lists the stored domains, and the map management
module 203 receives a user selection of a domain made
via the drop down menu. A user may also create a new
domain if the map is for a new domain.
[0023] At 1002, the map management module 203 de-
termines modules for the map. For example, a user de-
termines all the processes that are performed by an ap-
plication or by an overall process. The processes may
be business processes or any functions or actions that
are performed by the application or for the overall proc-
ess. These processes may be the modules and a user
may input the modules into the system 100.
[0024] At 1003, the map management module 203 de-
termines the associations between the modules that in-
dicate the order of execution of the modules. The order
of executions may include more than one path such as
shown in the example in figure 9.
[0025] At 1004, the map management module 203
stores the map with its modules and associations. For
example, table 1 below shows user input comprising a
list of all possible modules which may be used in a sample
map. Table 1 may be populated by a user via the user
interface 205. Assume all the possible modules for the
map include components 1-5 shown in column A of Table
1.

[0026] Assume the map is being created for an appli-

TABLE 1

Column A Column B Column C

Component 1

Component 2

Component 3

Component 4

Component 5

5 6 
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cation that implements business rules that follow the fol-
lowing procedures:
[0027] From Component 1 a user can traverse to either
Component 2 or Component 3;
[0028] From Component 2 a user can traverse to Com-
ponent 3;
[0029] From Component 3 a user can traverse either
back to Component 2 or to Component 4;
[0030] From Component 4 a user can traverse only to
Component 5; and Component 5 is logically the last ex-
pected component in the flow.
[0031] The associations between the components are
entered into Table 1 as shown below. For example, the
user inputs all components traversable from Component
2 in its corresponding row:

[0032] The user then proceeds to enter all associations
in a similar fashion such as follows:

[0033] When the user enters the module IDs in col-
umns B and C to represent the associations with the mod-
ule in column A, the IDs are entered exactly as they are
shown in column A. Then, the map management module
203 stores the map with its modules and associations as
determined by the associations in the rows. A map ID
may be entered to store the map under the entered name.
Also, the user may modify the modules and/or associa-
tions in the map by opening the map and making revisions
as needed.
[0034] The system 100 may be used to generate test
scripts 110 for modules and end-to-end test scripts 105
for workflows. Figure 11 describes a method 1100 to cre-
ate and store test scripts 110 for modules. The script
management module 204 in the system 100 may facili-
tate creating, storing and modifying test scripts but the

TABLE 1

Column A Column B Column C

Component 1 Component 2 Component 3

Component 2 Component 3

Component 3

Component 4

Component 5

TABLE 1

Column A Column B Column C

Component 1 Component 2 Component 3

Component 2 Component 3

Component 3 Component 2 Component 4

Component 4 Component 5

Component 5

method 1100 may be performed by other systems. Also,
user inputs for creating test scripts may be provided via
the user interface 205.
[0035] At 1101, a template may be provided for enter-
ing test script information. For example, through the user
interface 205, the user selects a menu to create test
scripts and a template may be displayed.
[0036] At 1102, the system 100 receives a module and
the corresponding test script. Figure 12 shows an exam-
ple of a template that allows a user to enter the module
ID and steps for manual test scripts. The module ID
should match a module ID in a map so the test script can
be retrieved for the module to create an end-to-end test
script for a workflow. In this example, the template allows
a user to create multiple test scripts through the template.
A user may also upload an automated test script for a
module instead of entering a manual test script.
[0037] At 1103, the test script is stored in the data re-
pository 211. Multiple test scripts may be stored at one
time through the template. The script management mod-
ule 204 may create and maintain an index that identifies
a test script for each module, which may be used by the
script generator 101 to identify and combine the test
scripts for each module in a workflow to create an end-
to-end test script. The user may revise test scripts as
needed, such as through the template.
[0038] Figure 13 illustrates a method 1300 for gener-
ating an end-to-end test script based on a workflow ac-
cording to an example. The method 1300 may be per-
formed by the script generator 101 by way of example.
The method 1300 may be performed in other systems.
[0039] At 1301, a plurality of test scripts is stored in the
data repository 211. At 1302, a first input is received from
a user identifying a domain. At 1303, a map is retrieved
for example from the data repository 211 for the domain.
At 1304, suggested modules corresponding to the map
are determined and presented to the user. At 1305, a
selection from the user of a suggested module is received
and placed in a workflow.
[0040] At 1306, a determination is made as to whether
one of the suggested modules is not selected. If the user
has not selected one of the suggested modules, the non-
selected module is displayed on a visual representation
of the workflow, such as shown in figure 9, and an indi-
cation that the module is a non-selected module that is
relevant to the workflow is provided in the display at 1307.
At 1308, 1304-1306 are repeated until all the desired
modules have been selected for the workflow. At 1309,
a workflow is generated with all the selected modules,
and at 1310 an end-to-end test script is generated based
on the workflow for example by retrieving test scripts for
the modules in the workflow and combining the retrieved
test scripts.
[0041] Figure 14 shows a computer system 1400 that
may be used with the embodiments and examples de-
scribed herein. The computer system 1400 includes com-
ponents that may be in a server or another computer
system. The computer system 1400 may execute, by one
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or more processors or other hardware processing cir-
cuits, the methods, functions and other processes de-
scribed herein. These methods, functions and other proc-
esses may be embodied as machine readable instruc-
tions stored on computer readable medium, which may
be non-transitory, such as hardware storage devices
(e.g., RAM (random access memory), ROM (read only
memory), EPROM (erasable, programmable ROM),
EEPROM (electrically erasable, programmable ROM),
hard drives, and flash memory).
[0042] The computer system 1400 includes at least
one processor 1402 that may implement or execute ma-
chine readable instructions performing some or all of the
methods, functions and other processes described here-
in. Commands and data from the processor 1402 are
communicated over a communication bus 1404. The
computer system 1400 also includes a main memory
1406, such as a random access memory (RAM), where
the machine readable instructions and data for the proc-
essor 1402 may reside during runtime, and a secondary
data storage 1408, which may be non-volatile and stores
machine readable instructions and data. For example,
machine readable instructions for the test script genera-
tion system 100 reside in the memory 1406 during runt-
ime. The memory 1406 and secondary data storage 1408
are examples of computer readable mediums.
[0043] The computer system 1400 may include an I/O
device 1410, such as a keyboard, a mouse, a display,
etc. For example, the I/O device 1410 includes a display
to display drill down views and other information de-
scribed herein. The computer system 1400 may include
a network interface 1412 for connecting to a network.
Other known electronic components may be added or
substituted in the computer system 1400. Also, the script
generator 101 may be implemented in a distributed com-
puting environment, such as a cloud system.
[0044] While the embodiments have been described
with reference to examples, various modifications to the
described embodiments may be made without departing
from the scope of the claimed embodiments.

Claims

1. A test script generation system comprising:

a data repository to store a plurality of domain-
specific reference application maps, wherein
each map includes a plurality of modules, and
a plurality of test scripts for the modules;
a map management module to receive a first
input from a user identifying a domain, and re-
trieve one of the plurality of domain-specific ref-
erence application maps from the data reposi-
tory for the domain;
a workflow generator executable by a processor
to
generate recommendations of suggested mod-

ules corresponding to the retrieved map to in-
clude in a workflow,
receive a selection from the user of a suggested
module to include in the workflow,
determine whether the user has not selected
one of the suggested modules,
if the user has not selected one of the suggested
modules, display the non-selected module on a
visual representation of the workflow and dis-
play an indication that the module is a non-se-
lected module that is relevant to the workflow,
and
determine a workflow from the selected module
and any other modules selected by the user for
the workflow; and
a script generator to generate an end-to-end test
script based on the workflow.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the script generator
is to identify modules from the workflow, retrieve one
of the test scripts from the data repository for each
module, and combine the retrieved test scripts to
generate the end-to-end test script.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the workflow gener-
ator is to generate an index of modules and a test
script for each module, and perform a lookup on the
index using a module ID to identify the test script for
the module and to retrieve the identified test script
from the data repository.

4. The system of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the workflow generator is to generating the
visual representation of the workflow in a user inter-
face, and the visualization includes modules select-
ed for the workflow and the module that is not se-
lected, and the visualization includes a plurality of
paths in the workflow and the non-selected module
is shown on one of the plurality of paths.

5. The system of any one of the preceding claims, com-
prising a script management module to determine a
template for generating test scripts, receive user in-
put via the template, wherein the user input includes
a module ID and a test script corresponding to the
module ID and store the test script and module ID in
the data repository.

6. The system of claim 5,
wherein the test script comprises a manual test
script, and steps for the manual test script are re-
ceived as user input via the template; or
wherein the test script is an automated test script
that is executable by the processor, and the auto-
mated test script is uploaded to the test script gen-
eration system.

7. The system of any one of the preceding claims,
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wherein each of the domain-specific reference ap-
plication maps includes modules and associations
between the modules describing an order of execu-
tion of the modules;
wherein the order of execution may comprise a plu-
rality of paths including at least one branch from a
main path in the order of execution.

8. The system of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein each domain is industry specific and the
map for each domain describes a process performed
for the industry within the corresponding domain.

9. A method for creating a test script, comprising:

storing a plurality of domain-specific reference
application maps in a data repository, each map
comprising a plurality of modules;
storing a plurality of test scripts for the modules
in the data repository;
receiving a first input from a user identifying a
domain;
retrieving one of the plurality of domain-specific
reference application maps from the data repos-
itory for the domain;
generating recommendations of suggested
modules corresponding to the retrieved map
from the data repository to include in a workflow;
receiving a selection from the user of a suggest-
ed module to include in the workflow;
determining whether the user has not selected
one of the suggested modules;
if the user has not selected one of the suggested
modules, displaying the non-selected module
on a visual representation of the workflow and
an indication that the module is a non-selected
module that is relevant to the workflow;
determining a workflow from the selected mod-
ule and any other modules selected by the user
for the workflow; and
generating an end-to-end test script based on
the workflow.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein generating an end-
to-end test script based on the workflow comprises:

identifying modules from the workflow;
retrieving one of the test scripts from the data
repository for each module; and
combining the retrieved test scripts to generate
the end-to-end test script.

11. The method of claim 10, comprising:

generating an index of modules and test script
for each module; and
the retrieving of the test script from the data re-
pository for each module comprises performing

a lookup on the index using a module ID to iden-
tify the test script for the module and retrieving
the identified test script from the data repository.

12. The method of any one of claims 9 to 11, wherein
the displaying of the non-selected module compris-
es:

generating the visual representation of the work-
flow in a user interface, wherein the visualization
includes modules selected for the workflow and
the module that is not selected and is relevant
to the modules in the workflow;
wherein the visualization may include a plurality
of paths in the workflow and wherein the non-
selected module may be shown on one of the
plurality of paths.

13. The method of any one of claims 9 to 112, wherein
each of the domain-specific reference application
maps includes modules and associations between
the modules describing an order of execution of the
modules;
wherein the order of execution may comprise a plu-
rality of paths including at least one branch from a
main path in the order of execution.

14. The method of any one of claims 9 to 13, wherein
each domain is industry specific and the map for
each domain describes a process performed for the
industry within the corresponding domain.

15. A non-transitory computer readable medium includ-
ing machine readable instructions executable by a
processor to perform a method according to any one
of claims 9 to 14.
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