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(54) Systems and methods for updating confidence values with energy information associated 
with an industrial automation system

(57) A system may include a processor that may re-
ceive a first set of energy data associated with a first
asset in an automation system, wherein the first set en-
ergy data comprises a first confidence level associated
with the first set energy data, receive an operational sta-

tus associated with the first asset, wherein the operation-
al status indicates operational characteristics of the first
asset, and updating the first confidence level based on
the operational status and a first energy profile associat-
ed with the first asset.
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Description

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is related to US Patent Appli-
cation No.12/684,469, entitled "Industrial Control Energy
Object, " filed January 8, 2010, which is herein incorpo-
rated by reference. This application is also related to US
Patent Application No.13/275,983, entitled "Industrial
Control Energy Object," filed October 18, 2011, which is
herein incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND

[0002] The present disclosure relates generally to col-
lecting and organizing energy information from assets
being employed in an industrial automation system. More
particularly, embodiments of the present disclosure re-
late to using an organizational model in conjunction with
energy information acquired from assets in the industrial
automation system to determine energy data (i.e., con-
sumption or production) for individual assets and for in-
dividual and scalable parts of the industrial automation
system.
[0003] Industrial automation systems generally in-
clude a variety of energy consuming assets employed in
a production process (e.g., different assembly lines for a
single product) or the like. Some of the assets in the in-
dustrial automation system may be capable of commu-
nicating its corresponding energy data with other control-
lers within the industrial automation system or to a su-
pervisory control system that may be stationed outside
the industrial automation system. In any case, although
the energy information acquired via the communicating
assets may be beneficial in understanding how energy
is being utilized within the industrial automation system,
the acquired energy information is often individualized
such that it primarily provides information related to a
specific device without regard to how the energy infor-
mation is related to scalable parts of the industrial auto-
mation system or the industrial automation system as a
whole. Accordingly, improved systems and methods for
analyzing the energy information related to scalable parts
of the industrial automation system are desirable.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

[0004] In one embodiment, a system may include a
processor that may receive a first set of energy data as-
sociated with a first asset in an automation system such
that the first set energy data may include a first confi-
dence level associated with the first set energy data. The
processor may then receive a second set of energy data
associated with a second asset in an automation system
such that the second set energy data comprises a second
confidence level associated with the second set energy
data. The processor may then receive organization mod-
el data comprises one or more associations between the

first set of energy data, the second set of energy data,
and one or more logical groupings within the automation
system. The processor may then identify a first logical
grouping of the logical groupings in the automation sys-
tem that is associated with the first set of energy data
and the second set of energy data based on the organ-
izational model data, generate a third set of energy data
associated with the first logical grouping by aggregating
the first set of energy data and the second set of energy
data, and generate a third confidence level associated
with the third set of energy data based on the first confi-
dence level and the second confidence level.
[0005] In another embodiment, a system may include
a processor that may receive a first set of energy data
associated with a first asset in an automation system,
wherein the first set energy data comprises a first confi-
dence level associated with the first set energy data, re-
ceive an operational status associated with the first asset,
wherein the operational status indicates operational
characteristics of the first asset, and updating the first
confidence level based on the operational status and a
first energy profile associated with the first asset.

DRAWINGS

[0006] These and other features, aspects, and advan-
tages of the present invention will become better under-
stood when the following detailed description is read with
reference to the accompanying drawings in which like
characters represent like parts throughout the drawings,
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an energy management
system for an industrial automation system, in ac-
cordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is an example of a energy structure that may
be used as an input for the energy management sys-
tem of FIG. 1, in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 3 is an example of an organizational model that
may be used as an input for the energy management
system of FIG. 1, in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 4 is an example of logical energy data that may
be output by the energy management system of FIG.
1, in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a flow chart of a method for categorizing
energy data based on the organizational model that
may be used as an input for the energy management
system of FIG. 1, in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a flow chart of a method for identifying miss-
ing energy profiles for assets in the organizational
model that may be used as an input for the energy
management system of FIG. 1, in accordance with
an embodiment;
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FIG. 7 is a flow chart of a method for retrieving energy
profiles for assets missing energy profile data in the
organizational model that may be used as an input
for the energy management system of FIG. 1, in ac-
cordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of an energy inference
engine that may be employed in the energy man-
agement system of FIG. 1, in accordance with an
embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of an energy state engine
that may be employed in the energy management
system of FIG. 1, in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a flow chart of a method for placing assets
in the industrial automation system into a reduced
power consumption mode based on energy informa-
tion determined by the energy inference engine of
FIG. 8, the energy state engine of FIG. 9, or both, in
accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 11 is a flow chart of a method for coordinating
the use of assets in the industrial automation system
based on peak energy times and energy information
determined by the energy inference engine of FIG.
8, the energy state engine of FIG. 9, or both, in ac-
cordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 12 is a flow chart of a method for coordinating
the use of assets in the industrial automation system
based on a utility demand schedule and energy in-
formation determined by the energy inference en-
gine of FIG. 8, the energy state engine of FIG. 9, or
both, in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 13 is a flow chart of a method for notifying an
operator in the industrial automation system when
energy usage of a component falls outside an ex-
pected range based on energy information deter-
mined by the energy inference engine of FIG. 8, the
energy state engine of FIG. 9, or both, in accordance
with an embodiment;

FIG. 14 is a flow chart of a method for modifying a
scheduled use of assets in the industrial automation
system based on a utility demand schedule and en-
ergy information determined by the energy inference
engine of FIG. 8, the energy state engine of FIG. 9,
or both, in accordance with an embodiment; and

FIG. 15 is a block diagram of a multi-core processor
that may be employed in the energy management
system of FIG. 1, in accordance with an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0007] The present disclosure is generally directed to-

wards leveraging an organizational model of an industrial
automation system with energy data acquired from var-
ious assets or devices in the industrial automation system
to better understand the energy consumption or produc-
tion of the assets and various scalable areas within the
industrial automation system. Generally, energy informa-
tion acquired from any asset in the industrial automation
system may not provide any details with regard to how
its energy information may relate to the industrial auto-
mation system. That is, the energy information typically
does not provide a context in which the energy informa-
tion may be used with regard to the industrial automation
system as a whole. Instead, the energy information is
individualized with regard to a particular asset and may
be used to know the energy being consumed at specific
points in the industrial automation system; however, this
information is not useful in understanding how the energy
may be used more efficiently within the industrial auto-
mation system. By leveraging the organizational model
with the acquired energy information, the presently dis-
closed systems and techniques may provide an industrial
automation system-wide integrated architecture that may
enable different processes, areas, and assets in the in-
dustrial automation system to be use the industrial auto-
mation system-wide energy more efficiently.
[0008] By way of introduction, FIG. 1 depicts a block
diagram of an energy management system 10 for an in-
dustrial automation system. Although the disclosure is
described with reference to an industrial automation sys-
tem, it should be noted that the systems and techniques
described herein may be applied to any type of automa-
tion system. The energy management system 10 may
include an energy data controller 12 that may be used to
perform various techniques described herein. As such,
the energy data controller 12 may include a processor
14, a memory 16, an input/output (I/O) component 18, a
communication component 20, and the like. It should be
noted that the energy data controller 12 may be an au-
tomation controller, a personal computer, a programma-
ble logic controller, an energy controller, a work station,
a cloud-based system, or any computing device.
[0009] The processor 14 may be any type of computer
processor or microprocessor capable of executing com-
puter-executable code. In certain embodiments, the
processor 14 may include multiple cores such that each
core may be used to perform different tasks. Additional
details with regard to an embodiment of the processor
14 with multiple cores will be described in greater detail
below with reference to FIG. 17. The memory 16 may be
any suitable articles of manufacture that can serve as
media to store processor-executable code. These arti-
cles of manufacture may represent computer-readable
media (i.e., any suitable form of memory or storage) that
may store the processor-executable code used by the
processor 14 to perform the presently disclosed tech-
niques. The I/O component 18 may include one or more
ports that may enable the energy data controller 12 to
connect to various types of computer media. The com-
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munication component 20 may be a wireless or wired
communication component that may facilitate communi-
cation between various assets or controllers within the
industrial automation system.
[0010] Referring back to the energy data controller 12,
in certain embodiments, the energy data controller 12
may receive energy data 22, energy structure data 24,
organizational model data 26, and asset profile data 28.
The energy data 22 may include energy information ac-
quired by various assets within the industrial automation
system. For instance, the energy data 22 may include
voltage and power usage information acquired from as-
sets such as motor drives, variable frequency drives, soft
starters, starters, power meters, motors, capacitor
banks, air compressors, refrigerator units, turbines, gen-
erators, energy storage devices, photovoltaic cells, ro-
bots, reactors, and the like. In one embodiment, the en-
ergy data 22 may include energy information acquired
from Common Industrial Protocol (CIP) energy objects
disposed within the industrial automation system. As
such, the energy data 22 acquired by various assets in
the industrial automation system may be communicated
or provided to the energy data controller 12.
[0011] In addition to the energy data 22, the energy
data controller 12 may receive energy structure data 24
such as a one-line diagram, a power schematic, or the
like. That is, the energy structure data 24 may include
detail how power may be distributed to various assets in
the industrial automation system. For example, FIG. 2
depicts an example of energy structure data in the form
of a power distribution schematic 40. Referring to FIG.
2, the power distribution schematic 40 may include a main
power source 42, a number of transformers 44, a number
of motors 46, a number of capacitor banks 48, and a
number of power meters 50. Generally, the power distri-
bution schematic 40 illustrates how power from the main
power source 42 may be distributed to each asset in the
industrial automation system. However, although the
power distribution schematic 40 may provide some de-
tails with regard to how energy may be consumed within
the industrial automation system, the power distribution
schematic 40 provides no context in which the energy is
consumed with respect to how the industrial automation
system is organized. In other words, the power distribu-
tion schematic 40 provides no information as to which
asset is in use with particular process and areas within
the industrial automation system.
[0012] Keeping this in mind, the energy data controller
12 may also receive organizational model data 26 that
may indicate how the industrial automation system is or-
ganized. That is, the organizational model data 26 may
provide a hierarchical structure of the automation system
represented in a functional view with respect to the in-
dustrial automation system. As such, the organizational
model data 26 may provide logical groupings of assets
with respect to different areas (e.g., cells, lines, sites, or
enterprises/ batches, continuous processes, or discrete
manufacturing processes/ infrastructure, manufacturing

support systems, sub-assembly/batch systems, or core
manufacturing systems) of the industrial automation sys-
tem. For instance, in a broad sense, FIG. 3 depicts an
example, of the organizational model data 26 that may
illustrate one embodiment of how the industrial automa-
tion system may be organized. As such, the organiza-
tional model data 26 of FIG. 3 may include a factory 60
that may encompass all of the industrial automation sys-
tem. The factory 10 may be divided into a number of work
areas 62, which may, for example, include different pro-
duction processes that use different types of assets. In
one example, one work area may include a sub-assembly
production process and another work area may include
a core production process.
[0013] The work areas 62 may be subdivided into
smaller units, work cells 64, which may be further subdi-
vided into work units 68. Using the example described
above, the sub-assembly production process work area
may be subdivided into work cells 34 that may denote a
particular team of individuals, a work shift time, or the
like. These work cells 34 may then be further subdivided
into work units 68 that may include individual assets (e.g.,
motors, drives, compressors) that may be used by the
corresponding work cell 64. In certain embodiments, the
factory 60, the work areas 62, the work cells 64, and the
work units 68 may be communicatively coupled to a man-
ufacturing support system 70, which may receive and
monitor various data received from assets, controllers,
and the like in the factory 60, the work areas 62, the work
cells 64, and the work units 68. In addition to listing how
the industrial automation system may be subdivided, the
organizational model 26 may also detail how each work
area 62, work cell 64, and work unit 66 may interact with
each other. That is, each work area 62, for example, may
be related to a particular process of a manufacturing proc-
ess. As such, the organizational model 26 may detail
which processes performed in certain work areas 62 may
depend on other processes being completed in other
work areas 62.
[0014] The organizational model 26 may also include
information related to how each asset in the energy struc-
ture data 24 may relate to each area or subarea of the
industrial automation system. Moreover, the organiza-
tional model 26 may include an energy profile for each
asset used in the industrial automation system. The en-
ergy asset profile may include any energy relevant infor-
mation with regard to the corresponding asset. For in-
stance, the energy asset profile may indicate an amount
of energy consumed by the asset when operating at full
load, an amount of energy consumed during start up,
stop, and idle times, and the like. The energy asset profile
may also include information related to how much time
may be involved in starting an asset, how much time may
be involved in turning an asset off, how much time may
be involved before an asset may be fully functional after
a light curtain has been broken, and the like. The energy
asset profile may be embedded within the asset itself
such that the asset may provide its corresponding energy
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asset profile as part of its corresponding energy data 22.
[0015] In one embodiment, the energy asset profile
may indicate a unit or parameter of measurement (e.g.,
watts, joules) in which the asset may provide energy in-
formation. The organizational model data 26 may thus
include context with regard to how each asset may op-
erate with respect to its energy. Moreover, since the or-
ganizational model data 26 may indicate a unit or param-
eter of measurement (e.g., watts, joules) for each asset
in the industrial automation system, the organizational
model data 26 may be used to standardize the energy
measurements for each asset in the industrial automation
system into a common unit.
[0016] Referring back to FIG. 1, if the organizational
model data 26 does not include the energy asset profile
for a particular asset, the energy data controller 12 may
receive the corresponding asset profile via an asset pro-
file data 28. As such, the asset profile data 28 may be
stored in a database or the like and may include the en-
ergy asset profile for a number of assets that may be
employed by the industrial automation system. In certain
embodiments, the energy data controller 12 may query
the database to find the asset profile data 28 for a par-
ticular asset based on the energy data 22, information
from the energy structure data 26, information from the
organizational model data 26, or the like.
[0017] In any case, once the energy data controller 12
receive some or all of the energy data 22, the energy
structure data 24, the organizational model 26, and the
asset profile data 28, the energy data controller 12 may
catalogue or categorize the energy data 22 with respect
to the organizational model. For example, the energy da-
ta controller 12 may characterize how the energy data
22 may relate to the organizational model 26. FIG. 4 il-
lustrates one example of how the energy data 22 ac-
quired by some of the assets depicted in the power dis-
tribution schematic 40 may relate to the example organ-
izational model 26 depicted in FIG. 3. As such, assuming
that the energy data 22 include energy information relat-
ed to the motors 45 (M1, M2, M3, and M4), energy infor-
mation related to the capacitor banks 48 (1 and 2), the
energy data controller 12 may use the received organi-
zational model 26 to characterize or denote that the en-
ergy data 22 related to motors M1 and M2 correspond
to work area 1, the energy data 22 related to the motor
M3 and the capacitor bank I correspond to work area 2,
and the motor M4 and the capacitor bank 2 correspond
to work area 3.
[0018] In addition to indicating which assets may be
used in various work areas 62, the organizational model
26 may indicate how each work area 62 may be related
to each other. For instance, work area 1 may correspond
to a pre-production process in a manufacturing process
for a type of article of manufacturing. After the article of
manufacturing is pre-processed in work area 1, the arti-
cles may be sent to work area 2 where the articles are
sub-assembled together. The articles may then be sent
to work are 3, which may include the core process for

the manufacturing process.
[0019] By leveraging the energy data 22 with the or-
ganizational data 26, the energy data controller 12 may
determine efficient ways in which assets in each work
are 62 may operate. For example, if the assets in the
work area 3 are operating above its full capacity rating
while the assets in work areas 1 and 2 are each operating
at 50% capacity, the energy data controller 12 may de-
termine that an energy bottleneck may be present in work
area 3. As such, the energy data controller 12 may scale
down the energy consumption of the assets in work areas
1 and 2 such that the assets in work area 3 operate at
its specified capacity. In this manner, the energy data
controller 12 need not operate the assets in work areas
1 and 2 inefficiently and may instead save the energy
consumed in work areas 1 and 2 such that the assets in
work area 3 may not be overloaded.
[0020] Moreover, by leveraging the energy data 22 with
the organizational data 26, the energy data controller 12
may categorize the received energy data 22 as physical
energy data 30 or logical energy data 32 (i.e., structured
energy data). Physical energy data 30 may include en-
ergy data that may be received directly from an asset
and may indicate an amount of energy physically con-
sumed by that particular asset. As such, the physical en-
ergy data 20 may correspond to energy data received
via power meters 50 directly connected to the asset, CIP
energy objects embedded within the asset, or the like.
By categorizing energy as physical energy data 30, the
energy data controller 12 may enable operators to know
how many hours of operation that the asset may have
been used, how much energy may have been consumed
by the asset, and the like. As such, this information may
help maintenance personnel keep track of how each as-
set should be maintained based on its actual usage data
as opposed to random schedule/calendar checks.
[0021] The energy data controller 12 may generate the
logical energy data 32 by aggregating the energy data
22 based on the organizational model 26. That is, the
energy data controller 12 may aggregate the energy data
22 with respect to each area of the organizational model
26. In this manner, the logical energy data 32 may depict
the energy consumed in each phase of the manufacturing
process or in each area of the industrial automation sys-
tem. The logical energy data 32 may then be used to
analyze how energy is being consumed within the indus-
trial automation system and between processes per-
formed within the industrial automation system.
[0022] In certain embodiments, the energy data con-
troller 12 may calculate energy data 22 for assets that
may not provide energy data to the energy data controller
12. For instance, certain assets may not be equipped
with energy detection technology that may be used to
determine an amount of energy being consumed by the
asset. Alternatively, the asset may not include commu-
nication technology that may enable it to communicate
its energy data 22 to the energy data controller 12. In this
case, the energy data controller 12 may use the energy
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data 22 received from known assets in the industrial au-
tomation system and cross reference that energy data
22 with the energy structure data 24 and the organiza-
tional model 26 to generate virtual energy data 34 (i.e.,
structured energy data) for the asset unable to provide
energy information to the energy data controller 12. In
one embodiment, the energy data controller 12 may use
the energy structure data 24 to determine the relative
position of the asset with respect to other assets that may
have sent energy data 22. Further, the energy data con-
troller 12 may use the organizational model data 26 to
determine an energy profile for the respective asset. Us-
ing the relative position of the respective asset, the en-
ergy profile for the respective asset, and the energy data
22 associated with the assets surrounding the respective
asset, the energy data controller 12 may predict energy
(i.e., virtual energy data) being consumed by the respec-
tive asset.
[0023] In one embodiment, the energy data controller
12 may determine the virtual energy data 34 of a first part
of the industrial automation system based on energy data
22 received from assets that may represent the energy
of a second part of the industrial automation system and
energy data 22 that may represent energy of both the
first and second parts of the industrial automation sys-
tem. For example, referring to FIG. 3, the energy data
controller 12 may determine the energy data 22 related
to the work area 1, which may be part of the first part of
the industrial automation system, based on the energy
data 22 received from a power meters 50 that may rep-
resent the energy of the work areas 2 and 3, which may
be part of the second part of the industrial automation
system, and the energy data 22 received from a power
meter 50 that represents the energy of all three work
areas. That is, the energy data controller 12 may aggre-
gate the energy data 22 representing the energy of work
areas 2 and 3 and subtract the resulting aggregation from
the energy data representing the energy of all three work
areas (1,2, and 3) to determine the virtual energy 34 that
represent work area 1.
[0024] Keeping the foregoing in mind, the energy data
controller 12 may use the energy data 22, the energy
structure 24, the organizational model 26, the asset pro-
file data 28, the physical energy data 30, the logical en-
ergy data 32, the virtual energy data 34, and the like to
generate various types of energy reports that may char-
acterize how energy may be consumed in the industrial
automation system. FIGS. 5-7, for example, depict cer-
tain embodiments of different methods that may be em-
ployed by the energy data controller 12 to generate var-
ious types of energy reports related to the industrial au-
tomation system.
[0025] Referring now to FIG. 5, the energy data con-
troller 12 may generate an energy report based on cat-
egories as determined using the organizational model
data 26 using method 70. Although the following descrip-
tion of the method 70 is described as being performed in
a particular order, it should be noted that the method 70

is not restricted to the depicted order and may instead
be performed in some other orders.
[0026] At block 72, the energy data controller 12 may
receive the energy data 12 from assets that may be
present in the industrial automation system. At block 74,
the energy data controller 12 may receive the organiza-
tional model data 26 related to the industrial automation
system. In certain embodiments, the energy data con-
troller 12 may also receive the energy structure data 24
and the asset profile data 28 to supplement the energy
reports that may be generated by the energy data con-
troller 12.
[0027] In any case, at block 76, the energy data con-
troller 12 may categorize the energy data 22 with respect
to the organizational model data 26. As such, the energy
data controller 12 may categorize the energy data 22
based on particular areas in the organizational model 26
where the energy data 22 may be located. In certain em-
bodiments, the energy data controller 12 may also cate-
gorize the energy data 22 as physical energy data 30,
logical energy data 32, or virtual energy data 34 based
on information related to each asset as provided by the
organizational model data 26, as described above.
[0028] At block 78, the energy data controller 12 may
generate energy reports based on how the energy data
22 was categorized in block 76. That is, the energy data
controller 12 may generate energy reports that may dis-
tinguish between physical energy data 30, logical energy
data 32, and virtual energy data 34. Moreover, the energy
reports may aggregate the energy data 22 according to
particular work areas/cells/units in the industrial automa-
tion system, as indicated by the organizational model da-
ta 26. In one embodiment, the generated reports may be
depicted in an energy dashboard or the like, which may
display the energy properties of various work areas, work
cells, and work units in the industrial automation system
in real time.
[0029] By providing energy reports based on catego-
rizations with respect to the organizational model data
26, the energy data controller 12 may better illustrate
how individual work areas/cells/units consume energy
and how the energy consumed by the individual work
areas/cells/units may be related to other work are-
as/cells/units in the industrial automation system. Fur-
ther, the energy reports may assist industrial automation
system personnel allocate resources more efficiently
based on how each area of the industrial automation sys-
tem consumes energy with respect to production.
[0030] In certain embodiments, the organizational
model data 26 may not include energy profiles for each
asset provided in the organizational model data 26 or for
each asset that provided energy data 22. In this case,
the energy data controller 12 may provide a list of assets
that may be missing energy profiles to an operator or
another controller that may be associated with the indus-
trial automation system. For instance, FIG. 6 illustrates
a method 90 that may be used to generate a list of assets
that may not have energy profiles provided within the
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organizational model data 26.
[0031] At block 92 and 94, the energy data controller
12 may receive energy data 22 and the organizational
model data 26, respectively, as described above with re-
spect to blocks 72 and 74 of FIG. 5. At block 96, the
energy data controller 12 may determine whether each
asset providing energy data 22 to the energy data con-
troller 12 has a corresponding asset energy profile in the
organizational model data 26. If the asset providing the
energy data 22 to the energy data controller 12 has a
corresponding asset energy profile in the organizational
model data 26, the energy data controller 12 may proceed
to block 98 and block 100. That is, the energy data con-
troller 12 may categorize the energy data 22 with respect
to the organizational model data 26 as described above
with respect to block 76 of FIG. 5. In the same manner,
the energy data controller 12 may proceed to block 100
after the energy data 22 has been categorized in block
98 as described above with respect to block 78 of FIG. 5.
[0032] Referring back to block 96, if the asset providing
the energy data 22 to the energy data controller 12 does
not have a corresponding asset energy profile in the or-
ganizational model data 26, the energy data controller
12 may proceed to block 102. At block 102, the energy
data controller 12 may generate a list of the missing asset
energy profiles. In one embodiment, the energy data con-
troller 12 may then proceed to blocks 98 and 100 to cat-
egorize the energy data 22 that have corresponding as-
set energy profiles with respect to the organizational
model data 26 and generate an energy report based on
the categorizations. Here, the energy report may include
a disclaimer or note that indicates that all of the energy
data 22 received by the energy data controller 12 may
not have been incorporated into the energy report. Alter-
natively, the energy data controller 12 may generate the
energy report using only known energy data. As such,
the report may include energy data for certain scaled
areas within the organizational model data 26 if not all
the energy data 22 for the assets with the scaled areas
are known.
[0033] In certain embodiments, instead of generating
a list of missing asset energy profiles, the energy data
controller 12 may retrieve the missing asset energy pro-
file from a database, the memory 16, or the like. For ex-
ample, FIG. 7 depicts a method 110 that is similar to the
method 90 depicted in FIG. 6. As such, blocks 112-120
in FIG. 7 correspond to blocks 92-100 in FIG. 6. However,
if, at block 116 of FIG. 7, the asset providing the energy
data 22 to the energy data controller 12 does not have a
corresponding asset energy profile in the organizational
model data 26, the energy data controller 12 may proceed
to block 122 and retrieve the missing asset energy profile.
That is, the energy data controller 12 may receive infor-
mation indicating a type of asset that corresponds to the
received energy data 22. Using this information, the en-
ergy data controller 12 may query a database, memory,
or other digital storage unit to locate the asset energy
profile that corresponds to the missing asset energy pro-

file.
[0034] In one embodiment, the asset energy profile
may be embedded within the corresponding asset and
the energy data controller 12 may query the asset for its
energy asset profile. In another embodiment, the energy
data controller 12 may request or receive an update that
may include the asset energy profile for the asset.
[0035] After retrieving the missing asset energy profile,
the energy data controller 12 may proceed to block 118
and generate energy reports based the energy data 22
received at block 112 with respect to the organizational
model data 26. Here, the energy data controller 12 may
interpret the energy data 22 with respect to the asset
energy profile data 28 retrieved at block 122. As such,
the energy data controller 12 may interpret all of the en-
ergy data 22 in an appropriate context with respect to the
organizational model data 26. Alternatively, if the energy
data controller 12 did not receive the appropriate asset
energy profile, the energy data controller 12 may gener-
ate the energy reports based on aggregations or known
data related to scaled areas in the industrial automation
system.
[0036] In addition to generating energy reports as de-
scribed above, the energy data controller 12 may be used
to control the operations of various assets based on the
energy data 22 with reference to the organizational model
data 26. As such, the energy data controller 12 may pro-
vide closed loop control for energy management of the
industrial automation system. That is, the energy data
controller 12 may monitor the energy consumption and
demand of the industrial automation system and adjust
or control the operations of various assets in the industrial
automation system based on the demand.
[0037] Keeping this mind, FIG. 8 illustrates an aggre-
gation system 130 that uses an energy inference engine
132 to calculate confidence values for physical energy
data 30, logical energy data 32, and virtual energy data
34. As such, the energy data controller 12 may determine
how to control the various assets in the industrial auto-
mation system based on the confidence values associ-
ated with the interpreted energy data. Generally, the in-
ference engine 132 may receive the organizational model
data 26, a metered energy asset data 134, derived en-
ergy asset data 136, unmetered energy asset data 138,
a production or operational schedule 145, or the like. The
metered energy asset data 134 may include energy data
that may be metered by a CIP energy object associated
with an asset or the like. The metered energy asset data
134 may also be acquired from various types of meters
such as power meters, flow meters, and the like. In ad-
dition to the energy data that may be metered or meas-
ured, the metered energy asset data 134 may include a
confidence value related to the determined accuracy
(e.g., +/- 5%) of the metered or measured data.
[0038] The derived energy asset data 136 may also be
provided by a CIP energy object, which may have calcu-
lated or derived the derived energy asset data 136 based
on energy data received from other CIP energy objects
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and the like. As such, the derived energy asset data 136
may include energy data for assets such as drives, over-
load pumps, fans, mixers, work cells, and the like. That
is, the derived energy asset data 136 may include energy
data calculated for assets that do not have the ability to
measure its energy properties. Instead, the derived en-
ergy asset data 136 may be calculated based on the as-
set energy profile for the corresponding asset, as indi-
cated in the organizational model data 26 or the like, the
energy structure data 24, and data that may represent
certain electrical characteristics (e.g.. voltage input, cur-
rent output) related to the corresponding asset that may
be used to derive energy data. For instance, if a drive is
located between a transformer that outputs 500 volts and
a motor that conducts 300 amps of current, the derived
energy asset data 136 may derive the energy data that
corresponds to the drive that may not provide energy
data to the energy inference engine 132.
[0039] In one embodiment, if a drive is located between
a transformer that outputs 500 watts of power and a motor
that consumes 300 watts of power, and the asset energy
profile 28 for the corresponding asset indicates that the
asset consumes between 100 and 300 watts of power
when in service, the derived energy asset data 136 may
denote that the drive consumes 200 watts of power (vir-
tual energy). In any case, the derived energy asset data
136 may be associated with a confidence value that may
be determined based on the confidence values related
to the information used to generate the derived energy
asset data 136.
[0040] The unmetered energy asset data 138 may in-
clude other energy data received from various assets in
the industrial automation system that may not have any
metering capabilities such as motor starters, relays, light-
ing and the like. However, these assets may have fixed
rate energy consumption properties, which may be listed
in its corresponding asset energy profile data 28. As such,
the unmetered energy asset data 138 may include infor-
mation that specifies a type of asset (e.g., product name,
version, serial number) and its usage information. The
usage information may relate to how many hours that the
device has been in service or the like. In this manner, the
aggregator 144 may identify the asset energy profile data
28 that corresponds to the asset providing the unmetered
energy asset data 138 based on the information that
specifies a type of asset. The fixed rate energy data 142
may then be determined from the asset energy profile
data 28 and may be used with the usage information
specified by the unmetered energy asset data 138 to de-
termine the energy consumed by the unmetered asset.
Like the metered energy asset data 134 and the derived
energy asset data 136 described above, the fixed rate
energy data 142 may also be associated with a confi-
dence value that may be denote the expected accuracy
of the fixed rate energy data.
[0041] In one embodiment, an aggregator 144 may de-
termine the fixed rate energy data as described above.
Moreover, the aggregator 144 may receive the organi-

zational model data 26, the metered energy asset data
134, the derived energy asset data 136, the fixed rate
data 142, and a production or operational schedule 145.
The aggregator 144 may then use these inputs to deter-
mine updated confidence values for the metered energy
asset data 134, the derived energy asset data 136, the
fixed rate energy data 142, and the like. Using the re-
ceived confidence values related to the metered energy
asset data 134, the derived energy asset data 136, the
fixed rate energy data 142, along with the organizational
model data 26 and the operational schedule 145, the
aggregator 144 may update the confidence values for
the metered energy asset data 134, the derived energy
asset data 136, the fixed rate energy data 142 by check-
ing a first type of data associated with a first group of
assets with respect to a second type of data associated
with a second group of assets that may be related to the
first group of assets according to the organizational mod-
el data 26.
[0042] For example, referring to FIG. 4, the aggregator
144 may receive a first derived energy asset data 136
from the motor M1. The first derived energy asset data
136 may include a first confidence value associated with
the energy data in the first derived energy asset data
136. The aggregator 144 may then receive a second de-
rived energy asset data 136 from the motor M2. The sec-
ond derived energy asset data 136 may also include a
second confidence value associated with the energy data
in the second derived energy asset data 136. The aggre-
gator 144 may then determine how the first derived en-
ergy asset data 136 and the second derived energy asset
data 136 may be associated with a logical grouping (e.g.,.
work area, line, etc.) as per the organizational model data
26. Here, the aggregator 144 may determine that the first
derived energy asset data 136 and the second derived
energy asset data 136 may both be associated with one
particular logical grouping as per the organizational mod-
el data 26. The aggregator 144 may then determine the
energy data associated with the identified logical group-
ing by aggregating the energy data in the first derived
energy asset data 136 and the second derived energy
asset data 136. In addition, the aggregator 144 may also
determine a confidence value for the aggregated data
(i.e., the energy data associated with the identified logical
grouping) based on the confidence values associated
with the first derived energy asset data 136 and the sec-
ond derived energy asset data 136. As such, the aggre-
gator 144 may determine the confidence value for the
aggregated data may be determined using various sta-
tistical techniques and the like.
[0043] Keeping this example in mind, the aggregator
144 update the confidence value for the aggregated data
using additional energy data (e.g., metered energy data)
that may be associated with the energy of the same log-
ical grouping. For instance, referring to FIG. 4 again, if a
power meter was available measuring the energy related
work area 1, the aggregator may use the metered energy
asset data 134 from the power meter to update the con-
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fidence value for the aggregated data. That is, the ag-
gregator 144 may verify or check the derived asset en-
ergy data 136 and its corresponding confidence value
associated with the logical grouping against the metered
energy asset data 134 and its corresponding confidence
value. As a result, the aggregator 144 may update the
confidence value of the derived asset energy data 136.
[0044] Keeping this example still in mind, the aggre-
gator 144 may determine a confidence value associated
with virtual energy data 34. The is, the aggregator 144
may determine the confidence value associated a logical
grouping according to the organizational model data 26
that the aggregator 144 may not have any energy data
related thereto. For instance, if the aggregator received
metered energy asset data 134 and its corresponding
confidence value for all of the energy associated with
both work areas 1 and 2, the aggregator 144 may used
the derived energy asset data 136 associated with work
area 1 to verify the virtual energy asset data 138 asso-
ciated with work area 2. As such, the aggregator 144 may
receive metered energy asset data 134 from a power
meter or the like that may measure the energy associated
with work areas 1 and 2, which may both be part of a
higher level (i.e., scaled) logical grouping of the industrial
automation system according to the organizational mod-
el data 26. In one embodiment, the aggregator 144 may
have determined the virtual energy asset data 138 asso-
ciated with the work area 2 because the energy data re-
lated to work area 2 may have been unknown to the ag-
gregator 144. However, using the were part of a second
logical grouping together according to the metered en-
ergy asset data 134 and its corresponding confidence
value for all of the energy associated with both work areas
1 and 2 and the derived energy asset data 134 and its
corresponding confidence value for the energy associat-
ed with work area 1, the aggregator 144 may verify the
virtual energy asset data 138 associated with the work
area 2. Moreover, the aggregator 144 may update the
original confidence value associated with the virtual en-
ergy asset data 138 for work area 2 based on the confi-
dence values for the derived energy asset data 136 as-
sociated with work area 1 and the metered energy asset
data 134 associated with work areas 1 and 2.
[0045] In one embodiment, the aggregator 144 may
also update the confidence value associated with the me-
tered energy asset data 134, the derived energy asset
data 136, the fixed rate energy asset data 142, or the like
using operational status information related to the assets
associated with the metered energy asset data 134, the
derived energy asset data 136, the fixed rate energy as-
set data 142, or the like. The operational status informa-
tion may include information detailing the current oper-
ating status of an asset
[0046] (e.g., operating at full load, off) or the historical
operating status of the asset (e.g., scheduled use of the
asset over time). In certain embodiments, the operational
status information may be received via the production or
operational schedule 145.

[0047] Referring again to FIG. 4, the aggregator 144
may receive metered energy asset data 134 related to
motor M1. The aggregator 144 may then use the opera-
tional status history of M1 according to the production or
operational schedule 145 to verify the energy data pro-
vided by the metered energy asset data 134. As a result
of the verification, the aggregator 144 may also update
the confidence value associated with the metered energy
asset data 134 related to motor M1. In one embodiment,
the aggregator 144 may use the operational status in
combination with the corresponding asset profile data
28, which may be provided by the organizational model
data 26 or retrieved as described above.
[0048] In yet another embodiment, the aggregator 144
may verify the virtual energy asset data 138 and its cor-
responding confidence value based on energy data as-
sociated with a logical grouping of known energy data
and the virtual energy asset data 138. For example, re-
ferring again to FIG. 4, the aggregator 144 may receive
derived energy asset data 136 and its corresponding con-
fidence value associated with motor M1 and may deter-
mine virtual energy asset data 138 and its corresponding
confidence value associated with motor M2. The aggre-
gator 144 may also receive metered energy asset data
134 and its corresponding confidence value associated
with the work area 1, as defined according to the organ-
izational model data 22. Using the organizational model
data 22, the aggregator 144 may determine that motor
M1 and motor M2 may both be present in the work area
1. Moreover, using the operational status of motor M1
and motor M2 as received from the production or oper-
ational schedule 145 along with the asset profile data 28
for the motor M1 and the motor M2, the aggregator 144
may verify the accuracy of the virtual energy asset data
138 for the motor M2, and thereby updating the confi-
dence value associated with the virtual energy asset data
138.
[0049] Although the examples described above have
been made with specific references to specific types of
data (i.e., metered, derived, or virtual), it should be noted
that the aggregator 144 may be used to update the con-
fidence value of any type of energy data using the same
processes described above. Moreover, after updating
the confidence values for any type of data, the energy
data controller 12 may make operational decisions with
respect to the industrial automation system or any asset
in the industrial automation system based on the updated
confidence value. For example, the energy data control-
ler 12 may send a command to certain assets to perform
an action when a certain confidence value is above or
below a certain threshold.
[0050] Additioanlly, the aggregator 144 may determine
physical energy data 30, logical energy data 32, or virtual
energy data 34 (e.g.., physical and logical energy con-
sumption 146) for various scalable parts of the industrial
automation system with respect to the organizational
model data 26 based on the energy data that corresponds
to the metered energy asset data 134, the derived energy
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asset data 136, the fixed rate energy data 142. The ag-
gregator 144 may also determine system performance
calculations 148, which may be used to determine how
the industrial automation system may be performing. In
particular, the system performance calculations 148 may
indicate how each work area 62 or the like in the industrial
automation system may be operating in real time. The
system performance calculations 148 may detail how the
assets may perform with respect to their energy data or
the energy data of a group in which they are part of with
respect to the organizational model data 22.
[0051] In addition to organizing the received energy
data, the inference engine 132 may output the metered
data, derived data, fixed rate data, and virtual data (i.e.,
load profiles) as localized reports 150, which may be used
to control the assets in the industrial automation system.
The inference engine 132 may also provide information
related to various areas of the industrial automation sys-
tem or the industrial automation system as a whole to a
scalable reporting component 152, which may use the
provided information to provide larger scale reports and
the like. Further, the inference engine 132 may output all
of its findings (e.g., physical and logical energy consump-
tion 146, system performance calculations 148) to a da-
tabase (e.g., historian 154) such that data related to the
history of the industrial automation system is stored.
[0052] Keeping the foregoing in mind, the organiza-
tional model data 26 and the load profiles determined by
the inference engine 132 may be used by an asset de-
mand control system to control the operations of assets
in the industrial automation system based on demand
data related to the assets being used in the industrial
automation system. For instance, FIG. 9 illustrates an
asset demand control system 160 that may use an energy
state engine 162 to coordinate the use of assets in the
industrial automation system based on the energy de-
mand on the assets. As such, in one embodiment, the
energy data controller 12 may employ the asset demand
control system 160 to control the various assets in the
industrial automation system based on various energy
demand provisions.
[0053] The energy state engine 162 may employ an
operational demand management component 164, a de-
mand control engine 166, and an asset scheduling com-
ponent 168 to control the assets in the industrial auto-
mation system based on the corresponding energy de-
mand on the assets. These components may be used to
coordinate the operations of assets that may be commu-
nicatively coupled to assets 170 in the industrial automa-
tion system. The assets 170 may include any type of
asset that may be employed in the industrial automation
system including various loads, machines, and the like.
Further, the energy state engine 162 may control the
manner in which the assets 170 may operate with respect
to other assets 170 in machine-to-machine relationships,
other assets 170 in the same work cell, other assets 170
in the facility, and the like. That is, the energy state engine
162 may coordinate the operations of the assets 170 to

manage the energy consumption and production along
with the demand of the assets by controlling the assets
on an individual machine basis, a machine-to-machine
basis, a work cell basis, a facility basis, and the like.
[0054] In certain embodiments, the energy state en-
gine 162 may receive inputs such as organizational mod-
el and load profiles 172, system status 174, and policy
engine 176. The organizational model and load profiles
172 may include the organizational model data 26 and
the load profiles as determined by the inference engine
132 described above. The system status 174 may include
information related to the status of the industrial automa-
tion system, which may indicate that the operational ca-
pability of the industrial automation system, whether
parts of the industrial automation are not fully functional
or fully staffed, or the like. The policy engine 176 may
denote an energy policy to govern the operations of the
industrial automation system. For instance, the policy en-
gine 176 may provide specifications that indicate that the
industrial automation system should operate at full ca-
pacity, in an energy savings mode, operating only critical
processes, and the like.
[0055] The energy state engine 162 may use the or-
ganizational model and load profiles 172, the system sta-
tus 174, and the policy engine 176 inputs in addition to
inputs provided to the operational demand management
component 164, the demand control engine 166, and the
asset scheduling component 168 to manage the use of
the assets 170 with respect to the energy consumed by
the assets 170. Referring now to the operational demand
management component 164, the operational demand
management component 164 may analyze operational
and non-operational events 178 and provide information
related to these events to the asset scheduling compo-
nent 168. The operational and non-operational events
178 may include events when assets in the industrial
automation system may be operating and when they may
not be operating. For instance, the operational and non-
operational events 178 may include times during which
corresponding assets are not operating due to scheduled
breaks (e.g., lunch) for personnel operating the assets,
shift changes for the personnel, product line changes,
and the like. In one embodiment, the operational and
non-operational events 178 may be pre-defined accord-
ing to a master schedule or the like. Alternatively, an op-
erator may input new operational and non-operational
events 178 such that the operational demand manage-
ment component 164 may integrate the new operational
and non-operational events 178 into the existing opera-
tional and non-operational events 178.
[0056] In any case, the operational demand manage-
ment component 164 may provide the operational and
non-operational events 178 to the asset scheduling com-
ponent 168 such that the asset scheduling component
168 may incorporate the operational and non-operational
events 178 into a schedule for each asset related to the
operational and non-operational events 178. The asset
scheduling component 168 may include a detailed
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schedule of how each asset in the industrial automation
system will be used. For instance, the asset scheduling
component 168 may include a predefined schedule for
interlocking various assets, shedding the use of various
assets, and the like.
[0057] Moreover, the asset scheduling component 168
may dynamically adjust the schedule of how assets may
be placed in service based on newly received information
or data (e.g., operational and non-operational events
178). For example, the asset scheduling component 168
may dynamically interlock assets or shed assets based
on load profiles (i.e., received from inference engine
132), learned/adaptive energy pattern recognitions of the
assets, predictive energy models for the assets, newly
discovered assets, and the like. As such, the asset sched-
uling component 168 may dynamically adjust the sched-
ule of how assets may be placed in service by modifying
the current use of the assets to meet an energy policy
defined by the policy engine 176 or the like.
[0058] The asset scheduling component 168 may also
incorporate a rule based schedule that indicates when
the highest energy consuming assets may be placed in
service, when non-essential assets may be taken offline,
and the like. Moreover, the asset scheduling component
168 may also include system routines that may define
how processes in the industrial automation system may
be performed. For instance, the system routines may in-
dicate how the work areas 62 relate to each other with
respect to a production process. As such, the scheduling
component 168 may perform system modulations such
that different potions of the production process may be
performed at different times to accommodate various en-
ergy demands, policies, and the like.
[0059] The system routines may also include an ener-
gy exchange protocol that may enable the asset sched-
uling component 168 to exchange energy between as-
sets. That is, the asset scheduling component 168 may
use production processes in the industrial automation
system as a means to store energy or consume less en-
ergy. That is, the asset scheduling component 168 may
shift the production schedule and adjust the scheduled
use of the assets 170 to conserve energy when bottle-
necks in production or energy have been identified. In
this manner, the asset scheduling component 168 may
use work-in-progress (WIP) processes as a battery to
store energy as a battery. As a result, the asset sched-
uling component 168 may enable the industrial automa-
tion system to operate more energy efficiently without
sacrificing production productivity.
[0060] In one embodiment, the asset scheduling com-
ponent 168 may recognize energy patterns based on the
organizational model and the load profiles 172. That is,
the asset scheduling component 168 may analyze the
load profiles for each asset over time and leverage the
load profiles with the organizational model data 26 to
identify patterns of energy use or model the energy of
the industrial automation system within different work ar-
eas 62, work cells 64, and work units 66 of the industrial

automation system. After identifying the energy patterns
of the assets 170, the asset scheduling component 168
may dynamically adjust the schedule of how assets may
be placed in service such that the energy patterns by the
assets 170 may meet energy patterns specified by the
policy engine 176 or the like.
[0061] In addition to or in lieu of specifying energy pat-
terns for the assets 170, the policy engine 176 may spec-
ify the energy demand schedule of the assets 170 of the
industrial automation system. The energy demand
schedule of the assets 170 may include a schedule that
specifies the amount of energy demanded by the assets
170 over time. As such, the energy state engine 162 may
control the use of the assets 170 to meet the energy
demand schedule specified by the policy engine 176.
[0062] To manage and control the operations of the
assets 170 with respect to energy demands, the demand
control engine 166 may provide various types of energy
demand information to the asset scheduling component
168 such that the asset scheduling component 168 may
schedule the use of the assets 170 based on the energy
demand information. Generally, the energy demand in-
formation may provide guidelines in which the assets 170
in the industrial automation system should operate under
various energy demand scenarios. For instance, the de-
mand control engine 166 may include an energy demand
management plan that may detail a schedule of energy
demand for each asset 170 over time.
[0063] The demand control engine 166 may also in-
clude an energy demand response plan that may provide
provisions to shed energy consumptions when energy
demands of the assets 170 exceed some threshold. In
the same manner, the energy demand response plan
may also provide provisions to provide regenerative en-
ergy back to the utility when energy demands of the as-
sets 170 are below some threshold.
[0064] The demand control engine 166 may also in-
clude a dynamic energy price management plan that may
provide guidelines to operate the assets 170 based on
dynamic energy pricing. For example, energy usage in
certain hours of the day, month, or year may have higher
utility costs as opposed to other hours. As such, the dy-
namic energy price management plan may specify how
the assets 170 should be scheduled in accordance with
the dynamic energy prices such that the industrial auto-
mation system efficiently meets its production goals while
minimizing energy costs.
[0065] In determining the demand management plan,
the demand response plan, the dynamic price manage-
ment plan, the demand control engine 166 may use cer-
tain inputs such as energy event 180, system event 182,
energy variables 184, and business rules 186. The en-
ergy event 180 may include information related to an en-
ergy demand such as a large energy demand as indicat-
ed by the utility or the like. That is, the utility may provide
information indicating that the utility may experience a
large energy demand during certain hours of a day (e.g.,
hours when temperatures are expected to be extremely
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high). As such, the demand control engine 166 may de-
termine how to reduce the energy demand of the assets
170 during the hours that the utility may experience the
large energy demand. In one embodiment, the demand
control engine 166 may provide energy demand informa-
tion or asset use determinations to the asset scheduling
component 168, and the asset scheduling component
168 may modify the use of assets 170 based on the en-
ergy demand information or the asset use determina-
tions.
[0066] The system event 182 may include information
related to an event in during the production process in
the industrial automation system that may demand a
higher than expected amount of energy. For instance,
production in the industrial automation system may be
increased to meet various production goals or the like.
In this case, the demand control engine 166 may specify
to the asset scheduling component 168 that the energy
demand of the assets 170 will increase above expected
levels due to the information provided in the system event
182. The asset scheduling component 168 may then, in
turn, modify the scheduled use of the assets 172 to meet
the energy demand details as provided by the demand
control engine 184.
[0067] Another input that may modify the energy de-
mand schedule of the assets 170 may include the energy
variables 184. The energy variables 184 may include in-
formation related to a dynamic price schedule for the use
of energy from the utility, a restriction on the use of a
certain amount of energy from the utility, or the like. Here,
the demand control engine 166 may determine how to
minimize the energy consumption of the assets 170
based on the dynamic price schedule. The asset sched-
uling component 168 may then modify the scheduled use
of the assets 172 to meet the energy demand details as
provided by the demand control engine 184.
[0068] Yet another input that may be used by the de-
mand control engine 166 may include the business rules
186. The business rules 186 may detail how various en-
ergy demand scenarios may be handled by the demand
control engine 166. As such, the business rules 186 may
include any type of energy demand rule as specified by
an operator of the industrial automation system. For ex-
ample, the business rules 186 may include providing an
average overall energy consumption value for the indus-
trial automation system over a specified amount of time.
As such, the demand control engine may determine how
energy demands of the assets 170 relate to the average
overall energy value and may specify to the asset sched-
uling component 168 to increase or decrease the energy
of the assets 170 to meet the average overall energy
value.
[0069] As mentioned above, the demand control en-
gine 166 may communicate with the asset scheduling
component 168 to control the energy of the assets 170.
As such, the asset scheduling component 168, in certain
embodiments, may be communicatively coupled to the
assets 170 such that the energy or the use of the assets

170 may be controlled directly by the asset scheduling
component 168. Generally, however, a program 188 may
control the operations of the assets 170.
[0070] The program 188 may be a program that may
provide a user interface or the like to operate one or more
of the assets 170. In certain embodiments, one program
188 may be associated with each type of asset 170 (e.g.,
drives, motors). In other embodiments, one program 188
may interface with multiple types of assets and thus may
be used to control the multiple types of assets. As such,
an operator of the industrial automation system may pro-
gram or control the operations of the assets 170 using
the program 188.
[0071] In the asset demand control system 160, how-
ever, the program 188 may interface with the energy state
system 162. More specifically, various components with-
in the program 188 may interface with the operational
demand management component 164, the demand con-
trol engine 166, and the asset scheduling component
168.
[0072] Keeping this in mind, the program 188 may in-
clude a program status component 190, program sub-
routines component 192, program configured load profile
component 194, and program demand control (DC) rou-
tines component 196. The program status component
190 may indicate the status of the program such as
whether the program is active, operational, and the like.
In one embodiment, the program status component 190
may indicate the current state of one or more of the assets
170 or the current state of each of the components within
the program 190. As such, the energy state engine 162
may know the current operations of each asset 170 or
the program 188.
[0073] The program sub-routines component 192 may
include computer-executable instructions or subroutines
that may be defined to support when the assets 170 may
schedule breaks (e.g., lunch), end of shifts, a product line
change over, and the like. As such, in one embodiment,
the operational demand management component 164
may interface directly with the program sub-routines
component 190 to incorporate the operational/non-oper-
ational event data 178. The program sub-routines com-
ponent 192 may then implement the changes to the
scheduled control of the assets 170 based on the infor-
mation provided by the operational demand manage-
ment component 164.
[0074] The program configured load profile component
194 may indicate how each load or asset 170 may be
configured. That is, the program configured load profile
component 194 may indicate which of the assets 194
may be deemed critical or non-critical to certain produc-
tion processes being performed in the industrial automa-
tion system. Moreover, the program configured load pro-
file component 194 may also indicate which of the assets
170 include safety interlocks, are associated with certain
user-defined restrictions, and similar types of information
that may be specific to a particular asset 170. As such,
the information contained in the program configured load
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profile component 194 may be provided to the asset
scheduling component 168 such that the asset schedul-
ing component 168 may be aware of the various operat-
ing characteristics of each asset 170. The asset sched-
uling component 168 may then coordinate the operations
of the assets 170 in accordance with the information pro-
vided by the program configured load profile 194.
[0075] The program demand control routines compo-
nent 196 may include computer-executable instructions
to control the operations of the assets 170 based on var-
ious energy demand characteristics. For instance, the
program demand control routines component 196 may
provide procedures in which to operate the assets 170
based on energy demand parameters provided by the
demand control engine 166. The program demand con-
trol routines component 196 may control the energy de-
mands of the assets 170 using a number of techniques.
In one example, the program demand control routines
component 196 may implement a program modulation
which may cause the assets 170 in each work area 62,
work cell 64, or work unit 62 to modulate their energy
according to a specified pattern or such that the overall
energy demand of the industrial automation system is
reduced.
[0076] The program demand control routines compo-
nent 196 may also employ an energy exchange tech-
nique in regulating the energy demand of the assets 170.
The energy exchange technique may involve transferring
stored energy between assets 170, work areas 62, work
cells 64, work units 66, and the like such that the overall
energy demand of the industrial automation system is
reduced, matches a specified pattern, or the like. The
energy exchange technique may also alter the manner
in which a production process may be performed in order
to reduce the overall energy demand of the industrial
automation system for different periods of time. In certain
embodiments, the energy exchange technique may in-
volve determining how each asset 170 may operate more
efficiently based on information stored in the correspond-
ing asset energy profile data 28. As such, the program
demand control routines component 196 may then di-
rectly configure the corresponding asset 170 to operate
more efficiently by ensuring that the asset 170 is operat-
ing as per the information indicated in the corresponding
asset energy profile data 28.
[0077] Other methods in which the program demand
control routines component 196 may control the demand
of the assets 170 may include sending commands to cer-
tain assets 170 to generate energy for the industrial au-
tomation system or release stored energy in various bat-
teries, capacitor banks, and the like. The program de-
mand control routines component 196 may also stagger
loads such that multiple loads or machines may be op-
erating at different times in order to reduce the overall
energy demand of the industrial automation system. The
program demand control routines component 196 may
also send commands to assets 170 that have regenera-
tive loads to redirect the regenerative energy back to the

industrial automation system, the utility (e.g., grid), or the
like.
[0078] Keeping the foregoing in mind, FIGS. 10- 14
depict flow charts of various methods that may be em-
ployed in managing the energy properties of the assets
170 of the industrial automation system based on infor-
mation gathered from the organizational model data 22,
the energy state engine 162, and the like. Referring now
to FIG. 10, FIG. 10 depicts a flow chart of a method 220
for placing assets 170 in the industrial automation system
into a reduced power consumption mode based on en-
ergy information determined by the energy inference en-
gine 132, the energy state engine 162, or via the organ-
izational model data 26. In certain embodiments, the
method 220 may be performed by the energy data con-
troller 12, which may be communicatively coupled to the
assets 170.
[0079] At block 222, the energy data controller 12 may
receive structured energy data related to an industrial
automation system. The structured energy data may de-
pict the energy data 22 with respect to the organizational
model data 26 as described above. As such, the struc-
tured energy data may include the energy data 22 organ-
ized as physical energy data 30, logical energy data 32,
and virtual energy data 34.
[0080] Using the structured energy data related to the
industrial automation system, the energy data controller
12 may, at block 224, determine an amount of energy
currently being consumed by each work area 62, work
cell 64, work unit 62, and the like in the industrial auto-
mation system. The energy data controller 12 may also
determine an amount of energy being consumed by each
asset 170.
[0081] At block 226, the energy data controller 12 may
identify any work area 62, work cell 64, work unit 62, and
the like or any asset 170 that may be idle. That is, the
energy data controller 12 may analyze the current
amounts of energy being consumed according to the
structured energy data to determine which parts or assets
in the industrial automation system are not currently in
service or use.
[0082] At block 228, the energy data controller 12 may
send commands to individual idle assets or assets in
parts of the industrial automation system identified as
being idle to enter into a reduced energy mode of oper-
ation. As such, the idle assets may not waste energy by
unnecessarily keeping the entire asset powered on. In-
stead, the reduced energy mode may enable the idle
assets to keep critical operations running while minimiz-
ing the use of non-critical operations. In one embodiment,
the reduced energy mode may involve placing the asset
170 offline such that it consumes no energy. This case
may be limited, however, to those assets that may be
quickly brought back online without involving a long start-
up or warm-up process.
[0083] In certain embodiments, the energy data con-
troller 12 may, at block 224, determine how each part of
the industrial automation system and each asset 170 in
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the industrial automation system may consume energy
with respect to time. At block 226, the energy data con-
troller 12 may recognize periods of time or patterns of
energy use when parts of the industrial automation sys-
tem or the assets 170 may be idle for some period of
time. Here, the energy data controller 12 may, at block
228, send commands to the asset scheduling component
168 to modify the operations of the assets in the identified
areas of the industrial automation system at similar pe-
riods of time or based on the patterns of energy use. That
is, the asset scheduling component 168 may adjust the
scheduled use of the identified assets such that they en-
ter the reduced energy mode during time periods when
the assets or the parts of the industrial automation system
are expected to be idle.
[0084] FIG. 11 depicts a flow chart of a method 240 for
coordinating the use of the assets 170 in the industrial
automation system based on peak energy times and en-
ergy information determined by the energy inference en-
gine 132, the energy state engine 162, or the organiza-
tional model data 26. Like the method 220 of FIG. 10, in
certain embodiments, the method 240 may be performed
by the energy data controller 12, which may be commu-
nicatively coupled to the assets 170.
[0085] At block 242 and block 244, the energy data
controller 12 may receive the structured energy data and
may determine the energy for each asset 170 and part
of the industrial automation system over time as de-
scribed above with respect to blocks 222 and 224 of FIG.
10. At block 246, the energy data controller 12 may iden-
tify periods of time when the industrial automation system
may have its highest energy demands (i.e., peak demand
times).
[0086] At block 246, the energy data controller 12 may
coordinate the operations of the assets 170 with respect
to the organizational model data 26 such that the peak
energy demand of the industrial automation system may
be reduced. As such, the energy data controller 12 may
use the demand control engine 166 and/or the asset
scheduling component 168 to coordinate the operations
of the assets 170 such that the assets 170 use less en-
ergy as described above. For instance, the energy data
controller 12 may use the assets 170 such that they stag-
ger loads. Alternatively or additionally, the energy data
controller 12 may send commands to assets 170 capable
of generating energy (e.g., generators) to generate en-
ergy for the industrial automation system such that the
net result is that the overall energy use of the industrial
automation system is reduced.
[0087] In any case, by reducing the peak energy de-
mand of parts of the industrial automation system or as-
sets 170 in the industrial automation system, the energy
data controller 12 may enable the industrial automation
system to operate more efficiently. Moreover, by reduc-
ing the peak energy demand of the industrial automation
system, the energy data controller 12 may reduce the
stress that may be placed on the utility providing the en-
ergy or the assets 170 consuming the energy. As a result,

the industrial automation system may be more sustain-
able and the risk of failures occurring within the industrial
automation system due to situations when too much en-
ergy is being consumed may be averted.
[0088] FIG. 12 depicts a flow chart of a method 260 for
coordinating the use of the assets 170 in the industrial
automation system based on a utility demand schedule
and energy information determined by the energy infer-
ence engine 132, the energy state engine 162, or the
organizational model data 26. Like the method 220 of
FIG. 10, in certain embodiments, the method 260 may
be performed by the energy data controller 12, which
may be communicatively coupled to the assets 170.
[0089] At block 262, the energy data controller 12 may
receive the structured energy data for each asset 170
and each part of the industrial automation system as de-
scribed above with respect to block 222 of FIG. 10. At
block 264, the energy data controller 12 may receive util-
ity demand data from a utility, an energy provider, or the
like. The utility energy demand data may include infor-
mation related to time periods that the utility may expe-
rience peak demand, rates for energy consumption at
different time periods, and the like. In one embodiment,
the utility energy demand data may include a request to
reduce energy consumption during certain hours, a re-
quest to provide energy back to the grid during certain
hours, or the like.
[0090] At block 266, the energy data controller 12 may
send commands to modify the operations of the assets
170 based on the utility energy demand data. That is, the
energy data controller 12 may interface with the demand
control engine 166, the asset scheduling component 168,
or the like to reduce energy consumption by parts of the
industrial automation system or the entire industrial au-
tomation system based during peak demand for the util-
ity.
[0091] The energy data controller 12 may also modify
the scheduled use of the assets 170 such that the energy
consumed by parts or the entire industrial automation
system is the most economical based on the pricing or
rate schedule for energy consumption as provided by the
utility energy demand data. For example, the energy data
controller 12 may shift some of the core processes of the
industrial automation system to be performed during off-
peak (i.e., low rate) hours such that the industrial auto-
mation system may reduce its costs with regard to the
energy it consumes.
[0092] In one embodiment, the energy data controller
12 may send commands to the assets 170 (via the de-
mand control engine 166, the asset scheduling compo-
nent 168, or the like) to feed or supply energy back to
the grid as per request indicated in the utility energy de-
mand data. As such, the energy data controller 12 may
instruct the assets 170 capable of generating energy to
generate energy and direct the energy to the utility grid.
Similarly, the energy data controller 12 may instruct the
assets 170 having regenerative energy characteristics
to direct the regenerative energy to the utility grid.
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[0093] FIG. 13 depicts a flow chart of a method 270 for
notifying an operator in the industrial automation system
when energy usage of a component falls outside an ex-
pected range based on energy information determined
by the energy inference engine 132, the energy state
engine 162, or the organizational model data 26. Like the
method 220 of FIG. 10, in certain embodiments, the meth-
od 270 may be performed by the energy data controller
12, which may be communicatively coupled to the assets
170.
[0094] At block 272, the energy data controller 12 may
receive the structured energy data for each asset 170
and each part of the industrial automation system as de-
scribed above with respect to block 222 of FIG. 10. At
block 274, the energy data controller 12 may determine
an expected range of energy values for each part of the
industrial automation system, the entire industrial auto-
mation system, each asset 170, and the like based on
the structured energy data over time. That is, the energy
data controller 12 may monitor and record the energy
pattern of each part of the industrial automation system,
the entire industrial automation system, each asset 170,
and the like over some period of time. The energy data
controller 12 may then determine a range of expected
energy values for various segments of time during the
period of time based on the recorded energy values. In
one embodiment, the range of expected energy values
may include energy data that have been attributed to
valid or normal energy values for the respective part of
the industrial automation system, the entire industrial au-
tomation system, each asset 170, or the like. That is, the
recorded energy values that may be attributed to adverse
or irregular circumstances (e.g., fault) may be removed
from consideration as part of the range of expected en-
ergy values.
[0095] At block 276, the energy data controller 12 may
receive energy data 22 in real time from the assets 170.
As such, the energy data controller 12 may receive en-
ergy figures from power meters 50 coupled to the assets
170, directly from the assets 170 (e.g., CIP energy ob-
jects), or the like. In certain embodiments, the energy
data controller 12 may determine the physical energy
data 32, the logical energy data 34, and the virtual energy
data 36 that correspond to the current state of parts of
the industrial automation system, the entire industrial au-
tomation system, the assets 170, and the like based on
the structured energy data.
[0096] At block 278, the energy data controller 12 may
determine whether the real-time energy data received at
block 276 falls within the range of expected energy val-
ues. As such, the energy data controller 12 may deter-
mine whether various scales (e.g., work area, work cell,
work unit, asset) of the real-time energy falls within the
corresponding scaled range of expected energy values.
If the real-time energy data does not fall within the range
of expected energy values, the energy data controller 12
may proceed to block 280 and send a notification to a
supervisory controller, an operator of the industrial auto-

mation system, or the like. In this way, the operator may
be aware of any problems or potential problems that may
be occurring in the industrial automation system based
on the energy being consumed by the industrial automa-
tion system.
[0097] If, however, at block 278, the real-time energy
data does indeed fall within the range of expected energy
values, the energy data controller 12 may return to block
276 and send continue to receive energy data 22 in real
time. The method 270 may thus run continuously such
that the energy properties of the industrial automation
system are continuously monitored.
[0098] FIG. 14 depicts a flow chart of a method 290 for
modifying a scheduled use of the assets 170 in the in-
dustrial automation system based on a utility demand
schedule and energy information determined by the en-
ergy inference engine 132, the energy state engine 162,
or the organizational model data 26. Like the method 220
of FIG. 10, in certain embodiments, the method 290 may
be performed by the energy data controller 12, which
may be communicatively coupled to the assets 170.
[0099] At block 292, the energy data controller 12 may
receive the structured energy data for each asset 170
and each part of the industrial automation system as de-
scribed above with respect to block 222 of FIG. 10. At
block 294, the energy data controller 12 may receive an
asset schedule that may indicate how the assets 170 are
scheduled for use with respect to the organizational mod-
el data 26.
[0100] The energy data controller 12 may then, at block
296, determine the energy of parts of the industrial au-
tomation drive, the entire industrial automation drive, the
assets 170, or the like based on the structured energy
data and the asset schedule. That is, the energy data
controller 12 may calculate or predict the amount of en-
ergy each asset 170 may consume or produce if each
asset 170 is operated according to the asset schedule
and exhibit energy properties as specified in the struc-
tured energy data.
[0101] At block 298, the energy data controller 12 may
modify the scheduled use of the assets 170 (i.e., the asset
schedule) such that the energy consumption does not
exceed some energy consumption target. The energy
consumption target may specify an amount of energy
that may be consumed by the assets 170 in scalable
terms with respect to the industrial automation system.
For example, the energy consumption target may provide
an energy consumption value for multiple work areas 62
in the industrial automation system, the factory 60, or the
like.
[0102] When modifying the scheduled use of the as-
sets 170, the energy data controller 12 may adjust the
use of the assets 170 as described above. In certain em-
bodiments, the energy data controller 12 may adjust the
asset schedule such that the level of productivity of the
industrial automation system may be maintained while
operating more efficiently with respect to energy being
consumed by the industrial automation system. After
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modifying the asset schedule, the energy data controller
12 may predict whether the energy consumption of the
assets 170 will be below the energy set point. If not, the
energy data controller 12 may iteratively adjust the asset
schedule and predict the energy consumption of the as-
sets 170 based on the adjusted asset schedule until the
energy consumption of the assets 170 is below the en-
ergy target.
[0103] FIG. 15 is a block diagram of a multi-core proc-
essor 300 that may be employed in the energy manage-
ment system 10. As shown in FIG. 15, the processor 14
of the energy data controller 12 may include multiple in-
dependent central processing units (CPUs) or cores. In
one embodiment, the processor 14 may include four
cores as shown in FIG. 15; however, it should be noted
that the processor 14 may include any number of cores.
By using multiple cores in the processor 14, computing
operations for different functions may be performed by
different cores. As a result, the processor 14 may perform
different functions in parallel, thereby performing each
function more quickly.
[0104] In one embodiment, the processor 14 may in-
clude an energy data core 302, an energy control core
304, a security core 306, and a safety core 308. The
energy data core 302 may perform energy data interpre-
tations such as leveraging the energy data 22 with the
organizational model 26, as described above with re-
spect to FIGS. 1-7. As a result, the energy data core 302
may continuously calculate the physical energy data 30,
the logical energy data 32, and the virtual energy data
34 (i.e., structured energy data) in real time.
[0105] The energy control core 304 may, in one em-
bodiment, perform control related functions for the assets
170 based on the structured energy data or the like as
described above with respect to FIGS. 8-14. That is, the
processes and functionalities of the inference engine 132
and the energy state engine 162 may continuously be
performed within the energy control core 304. As a result,
the energy data controller 12 may control the assets 170
in real time using the energy control core 304 based on
real time energy data determined by the energy data core
302. Moreover, since the processes of the energy data
core 302 and the energy control core 304 may be per-
formed in parallel, the energy data controller 12 may re-
spond more quickly and control the operations of the as-
sets 170, the assets 170 within a part of the industrial
automation system, or the assets 170 in the entire indus-
trial automation system based on real time energy data
related to the same.
[0106] In addition to the energy data core 302 and the
energy control core 304, the processor 14 may use the
security core 306 and the safety core 308 to monitor and
control the security and safety operations of the industrial
automation system. For instance, the security core 306
may monitor various security signals received from de-
vices intended to protect the industrial automation sys-
tem from unauthorized use.
[0107] Similarly, the safety core 308 may monitor the

safety devices in the industrial automation system and
send notifications to certain personnel when the safety
of operators in the industrial automation system is being
compromised. For example, the safety core 308 may
monitor data received from light curtains designed to en-
sure that humans do not enter a particular area. If how-
ever, the safety core 308 receives a signal from a light
curtain indicating that the light curtain may have been
broken, the safety core 308 may send commands to the
assets 170 located within the light curtain to power down.
The safety core 308 may also send a notification to an
appropriate party indicating that the light curtain was bro-
ken. In one embodiment, the safety core 308 may use
the structured energy data from the energy data core to
determine the assets 170 that may be located within the
light curtain and may send commands to the devices pro-
viding energy to those assets 170 to power down, thereby
effectively powering down the assets 170 by isolating the
assets 170 from its power source.
[0108] While only certain features of the invention have
been illustrated and described herein, many modifica-
tions and changes will occur to those skilled in the art. It
is, therefore, to be understood that the appended claims
are intended to cover all such modifications and changes
as fall within the true spirit of the invention.
[0109] The following is a list of further preferred em-
bodiments of the invention:

Embodiment 1. A system, comprising:

a processor configured to:

receive a first set of energy data associated
with a first asset in an automation system,
wherein the first set energy data comprises
a first confidence level associated with the
first set energy data;

receive a second set of energy data asso-
ciated with a second asset in an automation
system, wherein the second set energy data
comprises a second confidence level asso-
ciated with the second set energy data;

receive organization model data comprises
one or more associations between the first
set of energy data, the second set of energy
data, and one or more logical groupings
within the automation system;

identify a first logical grouping of the logical
groupings in the automation system that is
associated with the first set of energy data
and the second set of energy data based
on the organizational model data;

generate a third set of energy data associ-
ated with the first logical grouping by aggre-
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gating the first set of energy data and the
second set of energy data; and

generate a third confidence level associat-
ed with the third set of energy data based
on the first confidence level and the second
confidence level.

Embodiment 2. The system of embodiment 1, where-
in the processor is configured to:

receive a fourth set of energy data having a
fourth confidence level from a third asset, where-
in the third asset is associated with the first log-
ical grouping in the automation system; and

update the third confidence level based on fourth
set of energy data and the fourth confidence lev-
el.

Embodiment 3. The system of embodiment 1, where-
in the processor is configured to:

receive a fourth set of energy data having a
fourth confidence level from a third asset, where-
in the third asset is associated with a second
logical grouping in the automation system, and
wherein the first logical grouping is a subset of
the second logical grouping;

determine a fifth set of energy data based on
the third set of energy data and the fourth set of
energy data, wherein the fifth set of energy data
is associated with at least one asset associated
with unknown energy data; and

determine a fifth confidence level associated
with the fifth set of energy data based on the
third confidence level and the fourth confidence
level.

Embodiment 4. The system of embodiment 1, where-
in the logical groupings comprise one or more cells,
one or more lines, one or more sites, one or more
enterprises, or any combination thereof.

Embodiment 5. The system of embodiment 1, where-
in the logical groupings comprise one or more batch-
es, one or more continuous processes, one or more
discrete manufacturing processes, or any combina-
tion thereof.

Embodiment 6. The system of embodiment 1, where-
in the logical groupings comprise infrastructure, one
or more manufacturing support systems, one or
more subassembly/batch systems, one or more core
manufacturing systems, or any combination thereof.

Embodiment 7. The system of embodiment 1, where-
in the organizational model data comprises one or
more energy profiles that correspond to the first as-
set and the second, wherein the energy profiles de-
fine energy consumption characteristics of the first
asset and the second asset or energy production
characteristics of the first asset and the second as-
set.

Embodiment 8. The system of embodiment 1, where-
in the processor is configured to send a command
to the first asset, the second asset, or any combina-
tion thereof when the third confidence level is below
a threshold.

Embodiment 9. The system of embodiment 1, where-
in the processor is configured to send a command
to the first asset, the second asset, or any combina-
tion thereof when the third confidence level is above
a threshold.

Embodiment 10. The system of embodiment 1,
wherein the first set of energy data, the second set
of energy data, or both comprise metered energy
data, derived energy data, or fixed rate energy data.

Embodiment 11. A system, comprising:

a processor configured to:

receive a first set of energy data associated
with a first asset in an automation system,
wherein the first set energy data comprises
a first confidence level associated with the
first set energy data;

receive an operational status associated
with the first asset, wherein the operational
status indicates operational characteristics
of the first asset; and

update the first confidence level based on
the operational status and a first energy pro-
file associated with the first asset.

Embodiment 12. The system of embodiment 11,
wherein the processor is configured to:

receive a second set of energy data having a
second confidence level from a second asset,
wherein the first set of energy data is a subset
of the second set of energy data;

identify a first logical grouping of one or more
logical groupings in the automation system that
is associated with the first set of energy data and
a third set of energy data based on an organi-
zational model data comprising one or more as-
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sociations between the first set of energy data,
the second set of energy data, the third set of
energy data, and the one or more logical group-
ings in the automation system, wherein the third
set of energy data is a subset of the second set
of energy data and is unknown;

identify a second logical grouping of the logical
groupings in the automation system that is as-
sociated with the second set of energy data,
wherein the first logical grouping is a subset of
the second logical grouping; and

determining a third confidence level associated
with the third set of energy data based on an
operation status corresponding to one or more
assets associated with the third set of energy
data and the first energy data.

Embodiment 13. The system of embodiment 11,
wherein the first energy profile is provided by organ-
izational model data.

Embodiment 14. The system of embodiment 13,
wherein the organizational model data comprises or-
ganizational model data comprises a hierarchical
structure of the automation system represented in a
functional view.

Embodiment 15. The system of embodiment 13,
wherein the organizational model data comprises a
logical grouping of assets in the automation system
with respect to one or more functionalities of the au-
tomation system.

Embodiment 16. The system of embodiment 13,
wherein the organizational model data comprises
one work areas, one or more work cells, one or more
work units, or any combination thereof.

Embodiment 17. The system of embodiment 11,
wherein the set of energy data is received from the
first asset

Embodiment 18 The system of embodiment 11,
wherein the first asset comprises one or more power
meters, one or more drives, one or more motors, one
or more capacitor banks, one or more air compres-
sors, one or more refrigerator units, one or more tur-
bines, one or more generators, one or more energy
storage devices, one or more photovoltaic cells, one
or more robots, one or more reactors, or any com-
binations thereof.

Embodiment 19. The system of embodiment 1,
wherein the processor is configured to send a com-
mand to the first asset when the updated confidence
level is below a threshold.

Embodiment 20. A method, comprising:

receiving a first set of energy data associated
with a first asset in an automation system,
wherein the first set energy data comprises a
first confidence level associated with the first set
energy data;

receiving an operational status associated with
the first asset, wherein the operational status
indicates operational characteristics of the first
asset; and

updating the first confidence level based on the
operational status and a first energy profile as-
sociated with the first asset.

Claims

1. A system, comprising:

a processor configured to:

receive a first set of energy data associated
with a first asset in an automation system,
wherein the first set energy data comprises
a first confidence level associated with the
first set energy data;
receive a second set of energy data asso-
ciated with a second asset in an automation
system, wherein the second set energy data
comprises a second confidence level asso-
ciated with the second set energy data;
receive organization model data comprises
one or more associations between the first
set of energy data, the second set of energy
data, and one or more logical groupings
within the automation system;
identify a first logical grouping of the logical
groupings in the automation system that is
associated with the first set of energy data
and the second set of energy data based
on the organizational model data;
generate a third set of energy data associ-
ated with the first logical grouping by aggre-
gating the first set of energy data and the
second set of energy data; and
generate a third confidence level associat-
ed with the third set of energy data based
on the first confidence level and the second
confidence level.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the processor is con-
figured to:

receive a fourth set of energy data having a
fourth confidence level from a third asset, where-
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in the third asset is associated with the first log-
ical grouping in the automation system; and
update the third confidence level based on fourth
set of energy data and the fourth confidence lev-
el.

3. The system of claim 1 or 2, wherein the processor
is configured to:

receive a fourth set of energy data having a
fourth confidence level from a third asset, where-
in the third asset is associated with a second
logical grouping in the automation system, and
wherein the first logical grouping is a subset of
the second logical grouping;
determine a fifth set of energy data based on
the third set of energy data and the fourth set of
energy data, wherein the fifth set of energy data
is associated with at least one asset associated
with unknown energy data; and
determine a fifth confidence level associated
with the fifth set of energy data based on the
third confidence level and the fourth confidence
level.

4. The system of any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the
logical groupings comprise one or more cells, one
or more lines, one or more sites, one or more enter-
prises, or any combination thereof.

5. The system of any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein the
logical groupings comprise one or more batches, one
or more continuous processes, one or more discrete
manufacturing processes, or any combination there-
of.

6. The system of any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein the
logical groupings comprise infrastructure, one or
more manufacturing support systems, one or more
sub-assembly/batch systems, one or more core
manufacturing systems, or any combination thereof.

7. The system of any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein the
organizational model data comprises one or more
energy profiles that correspond to the first asset and
the second, wherein the energy profiles define en-
ergy consumption characteristics of the first asset
and the second asset or energy production charac-
teristics of the first asset and the second asset.

8. The system of any one of claims 1 to 7, wherein the
processor is configured to send a command to the
first asset, the second asset, or any combination
thereof when the third confidence level is below a
threshold.

9. The system of any one of claims 1 to 8, wherein the
processor is configured to send a command to the

first asset, the second asset, or any combination
thereof when the third confidence level is above a
threshold; or
wherein the first set of energy data, the second set
of energy data, or both comprise metered energy
data, derived energy data, or fixed rate energy data.

10. A system, comprising:

a processor configured to:

receive a first set of energy data associated
with a first asset in an automation system,
wherein the first set energy data comprises
a first confidence level associated with the
first set energy data;
receive an operational status associated
with the first asset, wherein the operational
status indicates operational characteristics
of the first asset; and
update the first confidence level based on
the operational status and a first energy pro-
file associated with the first asset.

11. The system of claim 10, wherein the processor is
configured to:

receive a second set of energy data having a
second confidence level from a second asset,
wherein the first set of energy data is a subset
of the second set of energy data;
identify a first logical grouping of one or more
logical groupings in the automation system that
is associated with the first set of energy data and
a third set of energy data based on an organi-
zational model data comprising one or more as-
sociations between the first set of energy data,
the second set of energy data, the third set of
energy data, and the one or more logical group-
ings in the automation system, wherein the third
set of energy data is a subset of the second set
of energy data and is unknown;
identify a second logical grouping of the logical
groupings in the automation system that is as-
sociated with the second set of energy data,
wherein the first logical grouping is a subset of
the second logical grouping; and
determining a third confidence level associated
with the third set of energy data based on an
operation status corresponding to one or more
assets associated with the third set of energy
data and the first energy data.

12. The system of claim 10 or 11, wherein the first energy
profile is provided by organizational model data;
and/or
wherein the organizational model data comprises or-
ganizational model data comprises a hierarchical
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structure of the automation system represented in a
functional view; or wherein the organizational model
data comprises a logical grouping of assets in the
automation system with respect to one or more func-
tionalities of the automation system; or
wherein the organizational model data comprises
one work areas, one or more work cells, one or more
work units, or any combination thereof.

13. The system of any one of claims 10 to 12, wherein
the set of energy data is received from the first asset;
and/or
wherein the first asset comprises one or more power
meters, one or more drives, one or more motors, one
or more capacitor banks, one or more air compres-
sors, one or more refrigerator units, one or more tur-
bines, one or more generators, one or more energy
storage devices, one or more photovoltaic cells, one
or more robots, one or more reactors, or any com-
binations thereof.

14. The system of any one of claims 1 to 13, wherein
the processor is configured to send a command to
the first asset when the updated confidence level is
below a threshold.

15. A method, comprising:

receiving a first set of energy data associated
with a first asset in an automation system,
wherein the first set energy data comprises a
first confidence level associated with the first set
energy data;
receiving an operational status associated with
the first asset, wherein the operational status
indicates operational characteristics of the first
asset; and
updating the first confidence level based on the
operational status and a first energy profile as-
sociated with the first asset.

37 38 



EP 2 779 052 A1

21



EP 2 779 052 A1

22



EP 2 779 052 A1

23



EP 2 779 052 A1

24



EP 2 779 052 A1

25



EP 2 779 052 A1

26



EP 2 779 052 A1

27



EP 2 779 052 A1

28



EP 2 779 052 A1

29



EP 2 779 052 A1

30

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 2 779 052 A1

31

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 2 779 052 A1

32

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• US 12684469 B [0001] • US 13275983 B [0001]


	bibliography
	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report
	cited references

