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(54) Optic for a light source

(57) Certain embodiments of the present invention
provide an optic over a light source, such as, but not
limited to, an LED, whereby the optic does not entirely

encapsulate the LED but rather includes an inner surface
such that an air gap exists between the optic and the LED.
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Description

FIELD

[0001] Embodiments of the present invention relate to
an optic for a light source, such as a light emitting diode.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Light emitting diodes ("LEDs") are typically
mounted on a printed circuit board ("PCB") and wired to
the PCB. Often a silicone or acrylic optic is deposited
over the LED to encapsulate the LED such that no space
exists between the optic and the LED. Encapsulation of
the LED by the optic eliminates a surface that could oth-
erwise be used to control the light distribution.

SUMMARY

[0003] Certain embodiments of the present invention
provide an optic over a light source, such as, but not
limited to, an LED, whereby the optic does not entirely
encapsulate the LED but rather includes an inner surface
such that an air gap exists between the optic and the LED.
[0004] The terms "invention," "the invention," "this in-
vention" and "the present invention" used in this patent
are intended to refer broadly to all of the subject matter
of this patent and the patent claims below. Statements
containing these terms should not be understood to limit
the subject matter described herein or to limit the mean-
ing or scope of the patent claims below. Embodiments
of the invention covered by this patent are defined by the
claims below, not this summary. This summary is a high-
level overview of various aspects of the invention and
introduces some of the concepts that are further de-
scribed in the Detailed Description section below. This
summary is not intended to identify key or essential fea-
tures of the claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to
be used in isolation to determine the scope of the claimed
subject matter. The subject matter should be understood
by reference to the entire specification of this patent, all
drawings and each claim.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0005] Illustrative embodiments of the present inven-
tion are described in detail below with reference to the
following drawing figures:

Figure 1 is a top perspective view of an embodiment
of an optic positioned on a PCB.
Figure 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along line
2-2 in Figure 1.
Figure 3 is an isolated cross-sectional view of an
embodiment of an inner optic positioned over an
LED.
Figure 4 is an isolated cross-sectional view of an
embodiment of an outer optic positioned over the

inner optic of Figure 3.
Figure 5 is an isolated cross-sectional view of anoth-
er embodiment of an outer optic positioned over the
inner optic of Figure 3.
Figure 6 is an isolated cross-sectional view of yet
another embodiment of an outer optic positioned
over the inner optic of Figure 3.
Figure 7 is top perspective view of an embodiment
of a PCB.
Figure 8 is a cross-sectional view of another embod-
iment of an optic positioned on the PCB of Figure 7.
Figure 9 is a cross-sectional view of yet another em-
bodiment of an optic as well as a reflective surface
coating positioned on a PCB.
Figure 10 is an isolated cross-sectional view of an-
other embodiment of an optic as well as a reflective
surface coating positioned on a PCB.
Figure 11 is a cross-sectional view of yet another
embodiment of an optic as well as a reflective surface
coating positioned on the PCB of Figure 7.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0006] The subject matter of embodiments of the
present invention is described here with specificity to
meet statutory requirements, but this description is not
necessarily intended to limit the scope of the claims. The
claimed subject matter may be embodied in other ways,
may include different elements or steps, and may be used
in conjunction with other existing or future technologies.
This description should not be interpreted as implying
any particular order or arrangement among or between
various steps or elements except when the order of in-
dividual steps or arrangement of elements is explicitly
described.
[0007] Embodiments of the present invention provide
an optic over a light source, such as, but not limited to,
an LED, whereby the optic does not entirely encapsulate
the LED but rather includes an inner surface such that
an air gap exists between the optic and the LED. Figures
1 and 2 illustrate an embodiment of an optic 10 contem-
plated herein provided on a PCB 12 populated with LEDs
14. The PCB 12 can be of any shape or size and any
number of LEDs 14 may be mounted on the PCB 12 in
any orientation.
[0008] The optic 10 includes an inner optic 16 and an
outer optic 18. In some embodiments, the inner optic 16
is pre-formed and includes an inner surface 20 and an
outer surface 22. The inner surface 20 and outer surface
22 may be formed in any shape and with any surface
enhancements to have the desired optical properties to
effectuate the desired bending of the light emitted by the
LED 14. The inner optic 16 is glued or bonded over the
LED 14, such as with silicone or other optical adhesives.
See Figure 3. This seals the LED 14 within the inner optic
16. When so positioned, an air gap 24 exists between
the LED 14 and the inner surface 20 of the inner optic 16.
[0009] The outer optic 18 is then molded directly over
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the inner optic 16 so as to have an outer surface 26. In
some embodiments, an interlocking feature (such as key
28) may be, but does not have to be, provided on the
inner optic 16 to enhance retention of the outer optic 18
on the inner optic 16. Provision of the outer optic 18 over
the inner optic 16 serves to protect the outer surface of
the inner optic 16 from dirt and debris.
[0010] The outer surface 26 of the outer optic 18 may
be of any shape and with any surface enhancements to
have the desired optical properties to effectuate the de-
sired distribution of the light emitted by the LED 14.
[0011] In some embodiments (see Figure 4), the inner
optic 16 and outer optic 18 are formed of the identical
material (including, but not limited to, silicone) such that
the witness line 30 where the outer optic 18 encounters
the outer surface 22 of the inner optic 16 is undetectable
(although it is shown in Figure 4 for purposes of illustra-
tion).
[0012] However, in other embodiments (see Figure 5),
the materials used to form the inner optic 16 and outer
optic 18 are not identical. By way only of example, the
inner optic 16 could be formed of a silicone material dif-
ferent from the silicone material forming the outer optic
18. In such circumstances, the witness line 30 where the
inner optic 16 and outer optic 18 meet is detectable and
serves further to bend the emitted light. In such embod-
iments, the shape and optical properties of the outer sur-
face 22 of the inner optic 16 impacts the light distribution.
Moreover, in such embodiments, the inner optic 16 can
bend or direct the emitted light at different angles than
the outer optic 18.
[0013] It is possible to mold multiple outer optics 18
over the inner optic 16. For example, Figure 6 illustrates
a first outer optic 50 and a second outer optic 52 provided
over inner optic 16. In some embodiments, the first outer
optic 50 is formed of a material that is different from both
the inner optic 16 and the second outer optic 52 so that
multiple witness lines 30 (having any desired shape) are
formed within the optic 10 for directing the emitted light
as desired.
[0014] In some embodiments, the outer optic 18 is also
molded directly onto the upper surface 34 of the PCB 12
such that the lower surface 32 of the optic 10 contacts
the upper surface 34 of the PCB 12 but includes lenses
36 (the underside of which is defined by the inner surface
20 of the inner optic 16) positioned over the LEDs 14.
See Figure 2. The upper surface 34 of the PCB 12 be-
tween adjacent LEDs 14 is typically populated with elec-
tronic components (e.g., traces, resistors, etc.), repre-
sented schematically as electronic components 38, such
that the upper surface 34 of the PCB 12 is not planar.
The outer optic 18 may be molded directly onto the upper
surface 34 of the PCB 12 and over such electronic com-
ponents 38 so as to seal and protect the electronic com-
ponents 38 on the PCB 12. In this way, the lower surface
32 of the optic 10 (more specifically the outer optic 18)
conforms to the shape of such electronic components 38
on the PCB 12. Because the silicone cure temperature

is lower than the solder paste and electronic equipment
on the PCB 12, the disclosed molding process does no
damage to such electronic components 38.
[0015] In some embodiments, openings or apertures
40 extend either partially or entirely through the PCB 12
(see Figure 7) such that the optic 10 (more specifically
the outer optic 18) partially or entirely fills those openings
or apertures 40 to create a strong mechanical interlock
between the optic 10 and the PCB 12. See Figure 8. Any
number of openings or apertures 40 may be provided on
the PCB 12 in any location. Moreover, the outer optic 18
material (such as certain types of silicone) may have ther-
mally transmissive properties such that the outer optic
18 conducts heat generated on the PCB 12 to an under-
lying substrate (not shown).
[0016] In another embodiment, a surface coating 42 of
a highly reflective material (which in some embodiments
is at least 90-100% reflective and in some embodiments
is at least 98-100% reflective) is over-molded onto the
upper surface 34 of the PCB 12 so as to conform to the
upper surface 34 of the PCB 34. See Figures 9 and 10.
In some embodiments, the highly reflective material is a
silicone material. The surface coating 42 may cover any
portion of the PCB upper surface 34. In some embodi-
ments, the surface coating 42 is provided on the PCB 12
adjacent the LEDs 14, as shown in Figure 10. The surface
coating 42 may have angled sidewalls 44 adjacent the
LEDs 14. An inner optic 16 may be positioned over the
LED 14 (as described above) and then an outer optic 18
molded over the inner optic 16 (as described above) and
optionally over a portion or all of the surface coating 42.
The materials of the inner/outer optics 16, 18 may be the
same or different, as described above. The angled side-
walls 44 of the reflective surface coating 42 help capture
and reflect/redirect light emitted from an LED 14 approx-
imately 90° off nadir back toward the inner optic 16, where
it can be processed further by the inner optic 16 and outer
optic 18. In embodiments where openings or apertures
40 are provided in the PCB 12, the reflective surface coat-
ing 42 (as opposed to the outer optic 18 as shown in
Figure 8) may fill such openings, as shown in Figure 11.
[0017] In other embodiments, an outer optic 18 is not
molded onto an inner optic 16 and the PCB 12. Rather,
the entire optic 10 is pre-molded and then adhered to the
PCB 12, such as with silicone or other adhesives.
[0018] Various types of silicone materials having the
properties described herein are available from Dow Corn-
ing ("Dow"). For example, Dow’s MS-1002 moldable sil-
icone may be useful in certain applications. Moreover,
Dow’s moldable white reflector material may also be suit-
able, such as for use as surface coating 42. However,
other sources for moldable silicone materials are known
by those skilled in the art.
[0019] The foregoing is provided for purposes of illus-
trating, explaining, and describing embodiments of the
present invention. Further modifications and adaptations
to these embodiments will be apparent to those skilled
in the art and may be made without departing from the
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scope or spirit of the invention. Different arrangements
of the components depicted in the drawings or described
above, as well as components and steps not shown or
described are possible. Similarly, some features and sub-
combinations are useful and may be employed without
reference to other features and subcombinations. Em-
bodiments of the invention have been described for illus-
trative and not restrictive purposes, and alternative em-
bodiments will become apparent to readers of this patent.
Accordingly, the present invention is not limited to the
embodiments described above or depicted in the draw-
ings, and various embodiments and modifications can
be made without departing from the scope of the inven-
tion.

Claims

1. A circuit board comprising:

a. an upper surface on which at least one light
emitting diode and at least one electronic com-
ponent is positioned;
b. an optic having a lower surface positioned on
the upper surface of the circuit board, wherein
at least one lens is formed in the lower surface
of the optic, wherein the at least one lens is po-
sitioned over the at least one light emitting diode
such that an air gap exists between the at least
one lens and light emitting diode, and wherein
the lower surface of the optic substantially con-
forms to the shape of the at least one electronic
component.

2. The circuit board of claim 1, wherein the optic com-
prises silicone.

3. The circuit board of claims 1 or 2, wherein the circuit
board further comprises at least one aperture that
extends at least partially through the board and
wherein the lower surface of the optic extends at
least partially within the aperture.

4. The circuit board of claim 3, wherein the at least one
aperture extends entirety through the circuit board.

5. The circuit board of any preceding claim, wherein
the optic comprises an inner optic having optical
properties and an outer optic having optical proper-
ties different than the optical properties of the inner
optic.

6. The circuit board of claim 5, wherein the inner optic
comprises silicone and the outer optic comprises sil-
icone different from the silicone of the inner optic,
and/or wherein the inner optic comprises an inter-
locking feature that the outer optic engages to me-
chanically interlock the inner and outer optic.

7. A method of providing an optic on a circuit board
having an upper surface populated with at least one
light emitting diode, the method comprising:

a. positioning an inner optic having an inner sur-
face and outer surface on the upper surface of
the circuit board and over the at least one light
emitting diode such that an air gap exists be-
tween the inner surface of the inner optic and
the at least one light emitting diode; and
b. molding an outer optic over the outer surface
of the inner optic and onto at least a portion of
the upper surface of the circuit board.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein one or more of the
following applies:

a) the inner optic and the outer optic comprise
material having identical optical properties, or
different optical properties;
b) the inner optic and the outer optic comprise
silicone.

9. The method of claims 7 or 8, wherein the inner optic
comprises an interlocking feature and wherein the
method further comprises molding the outer optic
into the interlocking feature to mechanically interlock
the inner and outer optic.

10. The method of any of claims 7 to 9, wherein the circuit
board comprises an opening and wherein the meth-
od further comprises molding the outer optic at least
partially within the opening.

11. A circuit board comprising:

a. an upper surface on which at least one light
emitting diode is mounted;
b. a reflective surface coating having a lower
surface that conforms to the upper surface of
the circuit board, wherein the reflective surface
coating terminates proximate the at least one
light emitting diode; and
c. an optic comprising at least one lens, wherein
the optic is positioned on the circuit board such
that the at least one lens is positioned over the
at least one light emitting diode such that an air
gap exists between the at least one lens and
light emitting diode,
wherein the reflective surface coating is adapted
to direct light emitted by the at least one light
emitting diode toward the at least one lens.

12. The circuit board of claim 11, wherein one or more
of the following applies:

a) the optic and/or the reflective surface coating
comprises silicone;
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b) the optic covers at least a portion of an upper
surface of the reflective surface coating.

13. The circuit board of claims 11 or 12, wherein the lens
comprises an inner optic having optical properties
and an outer optic having optical properties different
than the optical properties of the inner optic.

14. The circuit board of claim 13, wherein the inner optic
and the outer optic comprise silicone.

15. The circuit board of any of claims 11 to 14, wherein
the circuit board further comprises at least one ap-
erture that extends at least partially through the
board and wherein the reflective surface coating ex-
tends at least partially within the aperture.

7 8 



EP 2 779 807 A1

6



EP 2 779 807 A1

7



EP 2 779 807 A1

8



EP 2 779 807 A1

9



EP 2 779 807 A1

10



EP 2 779 807 A1

11



EP 2 779 807 A1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 2 779 807 A1

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55


	bibliography
	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

