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Description

BACKGROUND

Technical Field

[0001] The present disclosure generally relates to the
distribution of rechargeable electrical power storage de-
vices (e.g., secondary batteries, super- or ultracapaci-
tors), which may be suitable for use in a variety of fields
or applications, for instance transportation and non-
transportation uses.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] There are a wide variety of uses or applications
for portable electrical power storage devices.
[0003] One such application is in the field of transpor-
tation. Hybrid and all electrical vehicles are becoming
increasing common. Such vehicles may achieve a
number of advantages over traditional internal combus-
tion engine vehicles. For example, hybrid or electrical
vehicles may achieve higher fuel economy and may have
little or even zero tail pipe pollution. In particular, all elec-
tric vehicles may not only have zero tail pipe pollution,
but may be associated with lower overall pollution. For
example, electrical power may be generated from renew-
able sources (e.g., solar, hydro). Also for example, elec-
trical power may be generated at generation plants that
produce no air pollution (e.g., nuclear plants). Also for
example, electrical power may be generated at genera-
tion plants that burn relatively "clean burning" fuels (e.g.,
natural gas), which have higher efficiency than internal
combustion engines, and/or which employ pollution con-
trol or removal systems (e.g., industrial air scrubbers)
which are too large, costly or expensive for use with in-
dividual vehicles.
[0004] Personal transportation vehicles such as com-
bustion engine powered scooters and/or motorbikes are
ubiquitous in many places, for example in the many large
cities of Asia. Such scooters and/or motorbikes tend to
be relatively inexpensive, particular as compared to au-
tomobiles, cars or trucks. Cities with high numbers of
combustion engine scooters and/or motorbikes also tend
to be very densely populated and suffer from high levels
of air pollution. When new, many combustion engine
scooters and/or motorbikes are equipped a relatively low
polluting source of personal transportation. For instance,
such scooters and/or motorbikes may have higher mile-
age ratings than larger vehicles. Some scooters and/or
motorbikes may even be equipped with basic pollution
control equipment (e.g., catalytic converter). Unfortu-
nately, factory specified levels of emission are quickly
exceeded as the scooters and/or motorbikes are used
and either not maintained and/or as the scooters and/or
motorbikes are modified, for example by intentional or
unintentional removal of catalytic converters. Often own-
ers or operators of scooters and/or motorbikes lack the

financial resources or the motivation to maintain their ve-
hicles.
[0005] It is known that air pollution has a negative effect
on human health, being associated causing or exacer-
bating with various diseases (e.g., various reports tie air
pollution to emphysema, asthma, pneumonia, cystic fi-
brosis as well as various cardiovascular diseases). Such
diseases take large numbers of lives and severely reduce
the quality of life of countless others.
[0006] In this regard, document US 2011/156662 A1
discloses a program including a step of selecting an ex-
change electric storage device with the shortest charging
history when a charging request is present, inventory of
exchange electric storage devices with completed charg-
ing is available, the number of inventory days is equal to
or less than A days, and the sufficient number of storage
locations is ensured, a step of selecting an exchange
electric storage device with the longest charging history
when the sufficient number of storage locations is not
ensured, and a step of executing charging control when
the selected exchange electric storage device is connect-
ed to a charger.
[0007] Further, US 2004/130292 A1 discloses a charg-
ing system for simultaneously charging the batteries of
a plurality of battery powered vehicles, said charging in-
cludind one or more DC-DC power converters having
one or more charging ports configured to plug into the
batteries, wherein the DC-DC power converters are each
configured to selectively connect to more than one charg-
ing port to selectively provide for higher port power levels,
and the DC-DC power converters connect to an AC rec-
tifier through a DC bus, wherein the AC rectifier connects
to an AC power source having a limited power rating.
The AC charging system also has a controller that con-
trols the operation of the DC-DC power converters such
that the total power draw on the AC rectifier does not
exceed the power rating. The system is further configured
such that the DC-DC power converters can drain select-
ed batteries to obtain power for charging other batteries,
thus allowing for batteries to be cycled.
[0008] Furthermore, EP 2 305 510 A2 discloses a ve-
hicle charging and selection system for kiosk operated
electrical vehicles, wherein a system controller evaluates
the vehicle battery condition of each electric vehicle con-
nected to one of the charging stations and determines
the most efficient method for charging the largest number
of vehicle batteries based on current condition of the in-
dividual batteries, weather conditions, time of day, status
of the utility electrical grid, etc, and wherein the system
controller also selects one of the connected electric ve-
hicles for customer use by using the battery charging
information and additional information about the desired
trip provided by the customer and other external data
sources monitored by the system controller.
[0009] Another method and apparatus of stored ener-
gy management in battery powered vehicles is known
from US 2011/0084665 A1.
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BRIEF SUMMARY

[0010] Zero tail pipe alternatives to combustion en-
gines would greatly benefit the air quality, and hence
health of large populations.
[0011] While the zero tail pipe emissions benefit of all-
electric vehicles are appreciated, adoption of all-electric
vehicles by large populations has been slow. One of the
reasons appears to be the cost, particularly the cost of
secondary batteries. Another one of the reasons appears
to be the limited driving range available on a single charge
of a battery, and the relatively long time (e.g., multiple
hours) necessary to recharge a secondary battery when
depleted.
[0012] The approaches described herein may address
some of the issues which have limited adoption of zero
tailpipe emission technology, particularly in densely
crowded cities, and in populations with limited financial
resources.
[0013] For example, some of the approaches de-
scribed herein employ collection, charging and distribu-
tion machines, which may be otherwise be termed as
kiosks or vending machines, to collect, charge and dis-
tribute electrical power storage devices (e.g., batteries,
super- or ultracapacitors). Such machines may be dis-
tributed about a city or other region at a variety of loca-
tions, such as convenience stores or existing gas or petrol
filling stations.
[0014] The collection, charging and distribution ma-
chines may maintain a stock of fully charged or almost
fully charged electrical storage devices for use by end
users. The collection, charging and distribution machines
may collect, receive or otherwise accept depleted elec-
trical storage devices, for example as returned by end
users, recharging such for reuse by subsequent end us-
ers.
[0015] Thus, as a battery or other electrical power stor-
age device reaches approaches the end of its stored
charge, an end user may simply replace, exchange or
otherwise swap batteries or other electrical power stor-
age devices. This may address issues related to cost, as
well as limited range and relatively long recharging times.
[0016] As previously noted, secondary batteries and
other electrical power storage devices are relatively ex-
pensive. Thus, it is beneficial to stock the least number
of electrical power storage devices as possible, while still
ensuring that demand for such is satisfied.
[0017] For these reasons, the ability to recharge quick-
ly and have electrical power storage devices available is
important to commercial success of any such endeavor.
A number of approaches are described herein to allow
quick recharging of electrical power storage devices.
Such approaches generally recharge selected ones of a
number of electrical power storage devices using power
from an electrical service, as well as power from other
ones of the electrical power storage devices selected to
sacrifice charge. For example, less fully charged batter-
ies may be used to more quickly charge more fully

charged batteries. Alternatively, more fully charged bat-
teries may be used to more quickly charge less fully
charged batteries.
[0018] These approaches may be beneficial where the
electrical service is limited, for example limited to a par-
ticular rating (e.g., 120 volts, 240 volts, 220 volts, 230
volts, 15 amps). Such may be particularly advantageous
where collection, charging and distribution machines will
be located at existing locations, such as retail or conven-
ience stores. This may allow collection, charging and dis-
tribution machines to be installed without the expense of
an upgraded electrical services, yet still achieve quicker
or faster charging than could otherwise be achieved us-
ing only the existing electrical service. For example, this
may avoid the need to increase electrical service from
120 volts to 240 volts and/or to go from single phase
service to three phase service. These approaches may
also be beneficial when electrical service to specific lo-
cations or the power grid is limited or not operating, for
example due to maintenance, technical problems,
weather, natural disaster and the like. When the electrical
service or power grid is limited or not operating, the ap-
proaches described herein used to charge certain elec-
trical energy storage devices may use a larger number
of a second number of electrical energy storage devices
to charge a first number of electrical energy storage de-
vices compared to the number of the second number of
electrical energy storage devices that are used to charge
the first number of electrical energy storage devices
when the electrical service and/or power grid are avail-
able and operational.
[0019] In view of the above, the present invention pro-
vides a method of operating a distribution, collection and
charging machines for distribution, collection and charg-
ing of portable electrical energy storage devices accord-
ing to claim 1. Further, the invention provides a distribu-
tion, collection and charging machine for distribution, col-
lection and charging of portable electrical energy storage
devices according to claim 6 and a nontransitory com-
puter-readable medium according to claim 8. Further em-
bodiments are described in the dependent claims.
[0020] The invention is defined by the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF 
THE DRAWINGS

[0021] In the drawings, identical reference numbers
identify similar elements or acts. The sizes and relative
positions of elements in the drawings are not necessarily
drawn to scale. For example, the shapes of various ele-
ments and angles are not drawn to scale, and some of
these elements are arbitrarily enlarged and positioned to
improve drawing legibility. Further, the particular shapes
of the elements as drawn, are not intended to convey
any information regarding the actual shape of the partic-
ular elements, and have been solely selected for ease
of recognition in the drawings.
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Figure 1 is a schematic view of a collection, charging
and distribution machine along with a number of
electrical power storage devices according to one
non-limiting illustrated embodiment, along with an
electric scooter or motorbike, and an electrical serv-
ice provided via an electrical grid.
Figure 2 is a block diagram of the collection, charging
and distribution machine of Figure 1, according to
one non-limiting illustrated embodiment.
Figure 3A shows a first number of electrical power
storage devices being charged in part by charge sac-
rificed by a second number of electrical power stor-
age devices, according to one illustrated embodi-
ment of the collection, charging and distribution ma-
chine of Figures 1 and 2.
Figure 3B shows a first number of electrical power
storage devices being charged in part by charge sac-
rificed by a second number of electrical power stor-
age devices, according to one illustrated embodi-
ment of the collection, charging and distribution ma-
chine of Figures 1 and 2.
Figure 4A shows a first single electrical power stor-
age device being charged in part by charge sacri-
ficed by a second single electrical power storage de-
vices, according to one illustrated embodiment of the
collection, charging and distribution machine of Fig-
ures 1 and 2.
Figure 4B shows a first single electrical power stor-
age devices being charged in part by charge sacri-
ficed by a second plurality of electrical power storage
devices, according to one illustrated embodiment of
the collection, charging and distribution machine of
Figures 1 and 2.
Figure 5 is a flow diagram showing a high level meth-
od of operating the collection, charging and distribu-
tion machine of Figures 1 and 2 to collect, charge
and distribute electrical power storage devices, ac-
cording to one non-limiting illustrated embodiment.
Figure 6 is a flow diagram showing a low level meth-
od of operating the collection, charging and distribu-
tion machine of Figures 1 and 2 according to one
non-limiting illustrated embodiment, including iden-
tifying specific portable electrical energy storage de-
vices for either accelerated charging or to sacrifice
charge, useful in the method of Figure 5.
Figure 7 is a flow diagram showing a low level meth-
od of operating the collection, charging and distribu-
tion machine of Figures 1 and 2 according to one
non-limiting illustrated embodiment, including iden-
tifying specific portable electrical energy storage de-
vices to sacrifice charge, useful in the method of Fig-
ure 5.
Figure 8 is a flow diagram showing a low level meth-
od of operating the collection, charging and distribu-
tion machine of Figures 1 and 2 according to an ex-
ample useful for understanding the invention, includ-
ing identifying specific portable electrical energy
storage devices for accelerated charging and charg-

ing the selected devices, useful in the method of Fig-
ure 5.
Figure 9 is a flow diagram showing a low level meth-
od of operating the collection, charging and distribu-
tion machine of Figures 1 and 2 according to an ex-
ample useful for understanding the invention includ-
ing identifying specific portable electrical energy
storage devices for either accelerated charging or to
sacrifice charge, useful in the method of Figure 5.
Figure 10 is a flow diagram showing a low level meth-
od of operating the collection, charging and distribu-
tion machine of Figures 1 and 2 according to one
non-limiting illustrated embodiment, including iden-
tifying specific portable electrical energy storage de-
vices to sacrifice charge, useful in the method of Fig-
ure 5.
Figure 11 is a flow diagram showing a low level meth-
od of operating the collection, charging and distribu-
tion machine of Figures 1 and 2 according to an ex-
ample useful for understanding the invention, includ-
ing identifying specific portable electrical energy
storage devices for accelerated charging and charg-
ing the selected devices, useful in the method of Fig-
ure 5.
Figure 12 is a flow diagram showing a low level meth-
od of operating the collection, charging and distribu-
tion machine of Figures 1 and 2 according to one
non-limiting illustrated embodiment, including de-
tecting insertion of a portable electrical energy stor-
age device, determining a charge state of such, and
in response updating identification of devices for ac-
celerated charging, useful in the method of Figure 5.
Figure 13 is a flow diagram showing a low level meth-
od of operating the collection, charging and distribu-
tion machine of Figures 1 and 2 according to one
non-limiting illustrated embodiment, including updat-
ing portable electrical energy devices identified for
accelerated charging based at least in part on a cur-
rent (i.e., temporal) charge condition, useful in the
method of Figure 5.
Figure 14 is a flow diagram showing a low level meth-
od of operating the collection, charging and distribu-
tion machine of Figures 1 and 2 according to one
non-limiting illustrated embodiment, including updat-
ing portable electrical energy devices identified for
accelerated charging based at least in part on de-
tection of a presence or absence of such devices,
useful in the method of Figure 5.
Figure 15 is a flow diagram showing a low level meth-
od of operating the collection, charging and distribu-
tion machine of Figures 1 and 2 according to another
non-limiting illustrated embodiment, including updat-
ing portable electrical energy devices identified for
accelerated charging based at least in part on a total
number and respective charge state of such devices,
useful in the method of Figure 5.
Figure 16 is a flow diagram showing a low level meth-
od of operating the collection, charging and distribu-
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tion machine of Figures 1 and 2 according to another
non-limiting illustrated embodiment, including updat-
ing portable electrical energy devices identified for
accelerated charging based at least in part on a total
cumulative charge available for sacrifice, useful in
the method of Figure 5.
Figure 17 is a flow diagram showing a low level meth-
od of operating the collection, charging and distribu-
tion machine of Figures 1 and 2 according to one
non-limiting illustrated embodiment, including con-
ductively supplying current to portable electrical
power storage devices selected for accelerated con-
currently from an electrical service and from at least
one portable electrical power storage device select-
ed to sacrifice charge, useful in the method of Figure
5.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0022] In the following description, certain specific de-
tails are set forth in order to provide a thorough under-
standing of various disclosed embodiments. However,
one skilled in the relevant art will recognize that embod-
iments may be practiced without one or more of these
specific details, or with other methods, components, ma-
terials, etc. In other instances, well-known structures as-
sociated with vending apparatus, batteries, super- or ul-
tracapacitors, power converters including but not limited
to transformers, rectifiers, DC/DC power converters,
switch mode power converters, controllers, and commu-
nications systems and structures and networks have not
been shown or described in detail to avoid unnecessarily
obscuring descriptions of the embodiments.
[0023] Unless the context requires otherwise, through-
out the specification and claims which follow, the word
"comprise" and variations thereof, such as, "comprises"
and "comprising" are to be construed in an open, inclu-
sive sense that is as "including, but not limited to."
[0024] Reference throughout this specification to "one
embodiment" or "an embodiment" means that a particular
feature, structure or characteristic described in connec-
tion with the embodiment is included in at least one em-
bodiment. Thus, the appearances of the phrases "in one
embodiment" or "in an embodiment" in various places
throughout this specification are not necessarily all refer-
ring to the same embodiment.
[0025] The use of ordinals such as first, second and
third does not necessarily imply a ranked sense of order,
but rather may only distinguish between multiple instanc-
es of an act or structure.
[0026] Reference to portable electrical power storage
device means any device capable of storing electrical
power and releasing stored electrical power including but
not limited to batteries, super or ultracapacitors. Refer-
ence to batteries means chemical storage cell or cells,
for instance rechargeable or secondary battery cells in-
cluding but not limited to nickel cadmium alloy or lithium
ion battery cells.

[0027] The headings and Abstract of the Disclosure
provided herein are for convenience only and do not in-
terpret the scope or meaning of the embodiments.
[0028] Figure 1 shows an environment 100 including
a collection, charging and distribution machine 102, ac-
cording to one illustrated embodiment.
[0029] The collection, charging and distribution ma-
chine 102 may take the form of a vending machine or
kiosk. The collection, charging and distribution machine
102 has a plurality of receivers, compartments or recep-
tacles 104a, 104b-104n (only three called out in Figure
1, collectively 104) to removably receive portable elec-
trical energy storage devices (e.g., batteries, super- or
ultracapacitors) 106a-106n (collectively 106) for collec-
tion, charging and distribution. As illustrated in Figure 1,
some of the receivers 104 are empty, while other receiv-
ers 104 hold portable electrical energy storage devices
106. While Figure 1 shows a single portable electrical
energy storage device 106 per receiver 104, in some
embodiments each receiver 104 may hold two or even
more portable electrical energy storage devices 106. For
example, each or the receivers 104 may be sufficiently
deep to receive three portable electrical energy storage
devices 106. Thus, for example, the collection, charging
and distribution machine 102 illustrated in Figure 1 may
have a capacity capable of simultaneously holding 40,
80 or 120 portable electrical energy storage devices 106.
[0030] The portable electrical energy storage devices
106 may take a variety of forms, for example batteries
(e.g., array of battery cells) or super- or ultracapacitors
(e.g., array of ultracapacitor cells). For example, the port-
able electrical energy storage devices 106z may take the
form of rechargeable batteries (i.e., secondary cells or
batteries). The portable electrical energy storage devices
106z may, for instance, be sized to physically fit, and
electrically power, personal transportation vehicles, such
as all-electric scooters or motorbikes 108. As previously
noted, combustion engine scooters and motorbikes are
common in many large cities, for example in Asia, Europe
and the Middle East. The ability to conveniently access
charged batteries throughout a city or region may allow
the use of all-electric scooters and motorbikes 108 in
place of combustion engine scooters and motorbikes,
thereby alleviating air pollution, as well as reducing noise.
[0031] The portable electrical energy storage devices
106 (only visible for portable electrical energy storage
device 106z) may include a number of electrical terminals
110a, 110b (two illustrated, collectively 110), accessible
from an exterior of the portable electrical energy storage
device 106z. The electrical terminals 110 allow charge
to be delivered from the portable electrical energy stor-
age device 106z, as well as allow charge to be delivered
to the portable electrical energy storage device 106z for
charging or recharging the same. While illustrated in Fig-
ure 1 as posts, the electrical terminals 110 may take any
other form which is accessible from an exterior of the
portable electrical energy storage device 106z, including
electrical terminals positioned within slots in a battery
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housing. The high power electrical contacts or electrodes
may be the only externally accessible couplings on the
portable electrical storage device 106.
[0032] The portable electrical storage devices 106 may
also contain one or more data storage or transmission
devices or transponders, for example one or more radio
frequency identification ("RFID") tags which may include
non-transitory storage media that stores data such as an
identifier unique to the portable electrical storage devices
106. Such may additionally store physical, chemical or
compositional data relevant to the portable electrical
power storage device 106. The portable electrical stor-
age device 106 physical, chemical, or compositional data
may include the number and type of cell(s) in the device,
the health of the cell(s) in the device, the charge holding
capability of the cell(s) in the device, the number of
charge cycles on the cell(s) in the device, the physical
configuration of the cell(s) in the device, the physical con-
figuration and size of the device, the number, location
and type or style of electrodes on the device 106, the
minimum or maximum temperature of the device 106 and
the like.
[0033] The collection, charging and distribution ma-
chine 102 may include an interrogator or reader that is
able to read the non-transitory data stored in the one or
more data storage or transmission devices or transpond-
ers in the electrical storage devices 106. Such interroga-
tors or readers may, in some instances, generate a pe-
riodic or continuous interrogation signal that, when re-
ceived, by the one or more data storage or transmission
devices or transponders cause the one or more data stor-
age or transmission devices or transponders to broad-
cast a signal containing the data stored therein. In some
instances, the interrogator or reader in the collection,
charging and distribution machine 102 may be a passive
device that is able to detect signals provided by active
data storage or transmission devices or transponders,
for example active RFID tags that obtain transmission
power from an energy storage device built in to the data
storage or transmission devices or transponders or from
the electrical storage device 106 itself. In some instanc-
es, the interrogator or reader in the collection, charging
and distribution machine 102 may optionally write data
to the one or more data storage or transmission devices
or transponders in the electrical storage device 106. Such
data may include incrementing a charge cycle counter,
indicating a maximum usable charge capacity of the de-
vice 106, indicating the final charge level of the device
106, and the like.
[0034] The collection, charging and distribution ma-
chine 102 is positioned at some location 112 at which
the collection, charging and distribution machine 102 is
conveniently and easily accessible by various end users.
The location may take any of a large variety of forms, for
example, a retail environment such as a convenience
store, supermarket, gas or petrol station, service shop.
Alternatively, the collection, charging and distribution
machine 102 may standalone at a location 112 not as-

sociated with an existing retail or other business, for ex-
ample in public parks or other public places. Thus, for
example, collection, charging and distribution machines
102 may be located at each store of a chain of conven-
ience stores throughout a city or region. Such may ad-
vantageously rely on the fact that convenience stores are
often sited or distributed based on convenience to the
target population or demographic. Such may advanta-
geously rely on pre-existing leases on storefronts or other
retail locations to allow an extensive network of collec-
tion, charging and distribution machines 102 to be quickly
developed in a city or region. Quickly achieving a large
network which is geographically well distributed to serve
a target population enhances the ability to depend on
such a system and likely commercial success of such an
effort.
[0035] The location 112 may include an electrical serv-
ice 114 to receive electrical power from a generating sta-
tion (now shown) for example via a grid 116. The elec-
trical service 114 may, for example, include one or more
of an electrical service meter 114a, a circuit panel (e.g.,
circuit breaker panel or fuse box) 114b, wiring 114c, and
electrical outlet 114d. Where the location 112 is an ex-
isting retail or convenience store, the electrical service
114 may be an existing electrical service, so may be
somewhat limited in rating (e.g., 120 volts, 240 volts, 220
volts, 230 volts, 15 amps). Neither the operator of the
retail location 112, nor the owner, distributor or operator
of the collection, charging and distribution machine 102
may wish to bear the costs of upgrading the electrical
service 114. Yet, quick charging is desired in order to
maintain an adequate supply of portable electrical energy
storage devices 106 available for use by end users. The
ability to quickly charge while maintaining existing or oth-
erwise limited rated electrical service is addressed here-
in. In addition, the ability to charge while existing electrical
services are unavailable due to maintenance, technical
problems, weather, natural disaster, and the like is ad-
dressed herein.
[0036] Optionally, the collection, charging and distri-
bution machine 102 may include, or be coupled to a
source of renewable electrical power. For example,
where installed in an outside location the collection,
charging and distribution machine 102 may include an
array of photovoltaic (PV) cells 118 to produce electrical
power from solar insolation. Alternatively, the collection,
charging and distribution machine 102 may be electrically
coupled to a micro-turbine (e.g., wind turbine) or PV array
positioned elsewhere at the location 112, for instance on
a roof top or pole mounted at a top of a pole (not shown).
Alternatively, the collection, charging, and distribution
machine 102 may be electrically configured to receive
electrical power from portable electrical energy storage
devices contained within our outside the collection,
charging, and distribution machine 102, for example,
when electrical service from the grid to the collection,
charging, and distribution machine 102 is unavailable.
[0037] The collection, charging and distribution ma-
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chine 102 may be communicatively coupled to one or
more remotely located computer systems, such as back
end or back office systems (only one shown) 120. The
back end or back office systems 120 may collect data
from and/or control a plurality of collection, charging and
distribution machine 102 distributed about an area, such
as a city. The communications may occur over one or
more communications channels including one or more
networks 122, or non-networked communications chan-
nels. Communications may be over one or more wired
communications channels (e.g., twisted pair wiring, op-
tical fiber), wireless communications channels (e.g., ra-
dio, microwave, satellite, 801.11 compliant). Networked
communications channels may include one or more local
area networks (LANs), wide area networks (WANs), ex-
tranets, intranets, or the Internet including the Worldwide
Web portion of the Internet.
[0038] The collection, charging and distribution ma-
chine 102 may include a user interface 124. The user
interface may include a variety of input/output (I/O) de-
vices to allow an end user to interact with the collection,
charging and distribution machine 102. Various I/O de-
vices are called out and described in reference to Figure
2, which follows.
[0039] Figure 2 shows the collection, charging and dis-
tribution machine 102 of Figure 1, according to one illus-
trated embodiment.
[0040] The collection, charging and distribution ma-
chine 102 includes a control subsystem 202, a charging
subsystem 204, a communications subsystem 206, and
a user interface subsystem 208.
[0041] The control subsystem 202 includes a controller
210, for example a microprocessor, microcontroller, pro-
grammable logic controller (PLC), programmable gate
array (PGA), application specific integrated circuit (ASIC)
or another controller capable of receiving signals from
various sensors, performing logical operations, and
sending signals to various components. Typically, the
controller 210 may take the form of a microprocessor
(e.g., INTEL, AMD, ATOM). The control subsystem 202
may also include one or more non-transitory processor-
or computer-readable storage media, for example read
only memory (ROM) 212, random access memory (RAM)
214, and data store 216 (e.g., solid-state storage media
such as flash memory or EEPROM, spinning storage me-
dia such as hard disk). The non-transitory processor- or
computer-readable storage media 212, 214, 216 may be
in addition to any non-transitory storage medium (e.g.,
registers) which is part of the controller 210. The control
subsystem 202 may include one or more buses 218 (only
one illustrated) coupling various components together,
for example one or more power buses, instruction buses,
data buses, etc.
[0042] As illustrated the ROM 212, or some other one
of the non-transitory processor- or computer-readable
storage media 212, 214, 216, stores instructions and/or
data or values for variables or parameters. The sets of
data may take a variety of forms, for example a lookup

table, a set of records in a database, etc. The instructions
and sets of data or values are executable by the controller
110. Execution of which causes the controller 110 to per-
form specific acts to cause the collection, charging and
distribution machine 102 to collect, charge, and distribute
portable energy storage devices. Specific operation of
the collection, charging and distribution machine 102 is
described below with reference to various flow diagrams
(Figures 3-15).
[0043] The controller 210 may use RAM 214 in a con-
ventional fashion, for volatile storage of instructions, da-
ta, etc. The controller 210 may use data store 216 to log
or retain information, for example telemetric information
related to collection, charging and/or distribution of col-
lection of the portable electric power storage devices 106
and/or operation of the collection, charging and distribu-
tion machine 102 itself. The instructions are executable
by the controller 210 to control operation of the collection,
charging and distribution machine 102 in response to end
user or operator input, and using data or values for the
variables or parameters.
[0044] The control subsystem 202 receives signals
from various sensors and/or other components of the col-
lection, charging and distribution machine 102 which in-
clude information that characterizes or is indicative of
operation, status, or condition of such other components.
Sensors are represented in Figure 2 by the letter S ap-
pearing in a circle along with appropriate subscript letters.
[0045] For example, one or more position sensors
SP1-SPN may detect the presence or absence of portable
electrical power storage device 106 at each of the receiv-
ers 104. The position sensors SP1-SPN may take a variety
of forms. For example, the position sensors SP1-SPN may
take the form of mechanical switches that are closed, or
alternatively opened, in response to contact with a portion
of a respective portable electrical power storage device
106 when the portable electrical power storage device
106 is inserted into the receiver 104. Also for example,
the position sensors SP1-SPN may take the form of optical
switches (i.e., optical source and receiver) that are
closed, or alternatively opened, in response to contact
with a portion of a respective portable electrical power
storage device 106 when the portable electrical power
storage device 106 is inserted into the receiver 104. Also
for example, the position sensors SP1-SPN may take the
form of electrical sensors or switches that are closed, or
alternatively opened, in response to detecting a closed
created by contact with the terminals 110 of a respective
portable electrical power storage device 106 when the
portable electrical power storage device 106 is inserted
into the receiver 104, or an open circuit condition that
results from the lack of a respective portable electrical
power storage device 106 in the receiver 104. These ex-
amples are intended to be non-limiting, and it is noted
that any other structures and devices for detecting the
presence/absence or even the insert of the portable elec-
trical power storage devices 106 into receivers may be
employed.
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[0046] For example, one or more charge sensors
SC1-SCN may detect charge of the portable electrical
power storage devices 106 at each of the receivers 104.
Charge sensors SC1-SCN may detect the amount of
charge stored by the portable electrical power storage
devices 106. Charge sensors SC1-SCN may additionally
detect an amount of charge and/or rate of charging being
supplied to ones of the portable electrical power storage
devices 106 at each of the receivers 104. Such may allow
assessment of current (i.e., temporal) charge condition
or status of each portable electrical power storage device
106, as well as allow feedback control over charging of
same, including control over rate of charging. Charge
sensors SC1-SCN may include any variety of current
and/or voltage sensors.
[0047] For example, one or more charge sensors ST1
(only one shown) may detect or sense a temperature at
the receivers 104 or in the ambient environment.
[0048] For example, one or more electrical service sen-
sors may detect or sense whether the electrical service
is operating at full and less than full capacity.
[0049] The control subsystem 202 provides signals to
various actuators and/or other components responsive
to control signals, which signals include information that
characterizes or is indicative of an operation the compo-
nent is to perform or a state or condition in which the
components should enter. Control signals, actuators or
other components responsive to control signals are rep-
resented in Figure 2 by the letter C appearing in a circle
along with appropriate subscript letters.
[0050] For example, one or more engine control sig-
nals CA1-CAN may affect the operation of one or more
actuators 220 (only one illustrated). For instance, a con-
trol signal CA1 may cause movement of an actuator 220
between a first and a second position or change a mag-
netic field produced by the actuator 220. The actuator
220 may take any of a variety of forms, including but not
limited to a solenoid, an electric motor such as a stepper
motor, or an electromagnet. The actuator 220 may be
coupled to operate a latch, lock or other retainer mech-
anism 222. The latch, lock or other retainer mechanism
222 may selectively secure or retain one or more portable
electrical power storage devices 106 (Figure 1) in the
receiver 104 (Figure 1). For instance, the latch, lock or
other retainer mechanism 222 may physically couple to
a complimentary structure that is part of a housing of the
portable electrical power storage devices 106 (Figure 1).
Alternatively, the latch, lock or other retainer mechanism
222 may magnetically couple to a complimentary struc-
ture that is part of a housing of the portable electrical
power storage devices 106 (Figure 1). Also for instance,
the latch, lock or other mechanism may open a receiver
104 (Figure 1), or may allow a receiver 104 to be opened,
to receive a partially or fully discharged portable electrical
power storage devices 106 for charging. For example,
the actuator may open and/or close a door to the receiver
104 (Figure 1), to selectively provide access to a portable
electrical power storage devices 106 (Figure 1) received

therein. Also for example, the actuator may open and/or
close a latch or lock, allowing an end user to open and/or
close a door to the receiver 104 (Figure 1), to selectively
provide access to a portable electrical power storage de-
vices 106 (Figure 1) received therein.
[0051] The control subsystem 202 may include one or
more ports 224a to provide control signals to one or more
ports 224b of the charging subsystem 206. The ports
224a, 224b may provide bi-directional communications.
The control subsystem 202 may include one or more
ports 226a to provide control signals to one or more ports
226b of the user interface subsystem 208. The ports
226a, 226b may provide bi-directional communications.
[0052] The charging subsystem 204 includes various
electrical and electronic components to charge portable
electrical power storage devices 106 when positioned or
received in the receivers 104. For example, the charging
subsystem 102 may include one or more power buses
or power bus bars, relays, contactors or other switches
(e.g., insulated gate bipolar transistors or IGBTs, metal
oxide semiconductor transistors or MOSFETs), rectifier
bridge(s), current sensors, ground fault circuitry, etc. The
electrical power is supplied via contacts that can take
any of a variety of forms, for instance terminals, leads,
posts, etc. The contacts allow electrical coupling of var-
ious components. Some possible implementations are
illustrated in Figure 2 and/or discussed below. Such is
not intended to be exhaustive, additional components
may be employed while other components may be omit-
ted.
[0053] The illustrated charging subsystem 204 in-
cludes a first power converter 230 that receives electrical
power from the electrical service 114 (Figure 1) via a line
or cord 232. The power will typically be in the form of
single, two or three phase AC electrical power. As such,
the first power converter 230 may need to convert and
otherwise condition the electrical power received via the
electrical services 114 (Figure 1), for example to rectify-
ing an AC waveform to DC, transforming voltage, current,
phase, as well as reducing transients and noise. Thus,
the first power converter 230 may include a transformer
234, rectifier 236, DC/DC power converter 238, and fil-
ter(s) 240.
[0054] The transformer 234 may take the form of any
variety of commercially available transformers with suit-
able ratings for handling the power received via the elec-
trical service 114 (Figure 1). Some embodiments may
employ multiple transformers. The transformer 234 may
advantageously provide galvanic isolation between the
components of the collection, charging and distribution
machine 102 and the grid 116 (Figure 1). The rectifier
236 may take any of variety of forms, for example a full
bridge diode rectifier or a switch mode rectifier. The rec-
tifier 236 may be operated to transform AC electrical pow-
er to DC electrical power. The DC/DC power converter
238 may any of a large variety of forms. For example,
DC/DC power converter 238 may take the form a switch
mode DC/DC power converter, for instance employing
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IGBTs or MOSFETs in a half or full bridge configuration,
and may include one or more inductors. The DC/DC pow-
er converter 238 may have any number of topologies
including a boost converter, buck converter, synchro-
nous buck converter, buck-boost converter or fly-back
converter. The filter(s) may include one or more capac-
itors, resistors, Zener diodes or other elements to sup-
press voltage spikes, remove or reduce transients and/or
noise.
[0055] The first power converter 230 may be a tele-
communications grade power converter that is capable
of providing a high quality, temperature-compensated
D.C. output for safely charging maintenance free electri-
cal power storage devices 116. However, the cost to in-
stall at least one 1 kilowatt telecommunications grade
power converter within each of the receivers 104 in the
charging and distribution machine 102 may be cost pro-
hibitive, running into the tens of thousands of dollars.
Consequently, the number of available first power con-
verters 230 within the charging and distribution machine
102 may be less than the number of receivers 104. In
such instances, the first power converters 230 installed
in the charging and distribution machine 102 are shared
among the receivers 104.
[0056] The illustrated charging subsystem 204 may al-
so receive electrical power from a renewable power
source, for example the PV array 118 (Figure 1). Such
may be converted or condition by the first power convert-
er 230, for example being supplied directly to the DC/DC
power converter 238, bypassing the transformer 236
and/or rectifier 236. Alternatively, the illustrated charging
subsystem 204 may include a dedicated power converter
to convert or otherwise condition such electrical power.
[0057] The illustrated charging subsystem 204 in-
cludes a second power converter 242 that receives elec-
trical power from one or more portable electrical power
storage devices 106 (Figure 1) via one or more lines 244,
for charging other ones of the portable electrical power
storage devices 106. As such, the second power con-
verter may need to convert and/or otherwise condition
the electrical power received from portable electrical
power storage devices 106, for example optionally trans-
forming voltage, current, as well as reducing transients
and noise. Thus, the second power converter may op-
tionally include a DC/DC power converter 246 and/or fil-
ter(s) 248. Various types of DC/DC power converters and
filters are discussed above.
[0058] The illustrated charging subsystem 204 in-
cludes a plurality of switches 250 responsive to the con-
trol signals delivered via ports 124a, 124b from the control
subsystem 202. The switches are operable to selectively
couple a first number or set of portable electrical power
storage devices 106 to be charged from electrical power
supplied by both the electrical service via the first power
converter 230 and from electrical power supplied by a
second number or set of portable electrical power storage
devices 106. The first number or set of portable electrical
power storage devices 106 may include a single portable

electrical power storage device 106, two or even more
portable electrical power storage devices 106. The sec-
ond number or set of portable electrical power storage
devices 106 may include a single portable electrical pow-
er storage device 106, two or even more portable elec-
trical power storage devices 106. The portable electrical
power storage devices 106 are represented in Figure 2
as loads L1,L2-LN.
[0059] The charging of the portable electrical power
storage devices 106 can therefore be accomplished us-
ing the electrical line (i.e., mains) powered first power
converters 230, the power storage device powered sec-
ond power converter 242, or a combination thereof. Ma-
chine executable instructions or logic executed by the
control subsystem 202 can determine the number, type,
and location of the charging sources for each of the des-
tination portable electrical power storage devices 106.
For each destination portable power storage device 106,
the control subsystem 202 can determine whether the
device will be charged using a line powered first power
converter 230, a power storage device powered second
power converter 242, or a combination thereof based on
factors including the availability of the first power con-
verter 230, the number of depleted portable power stor-
age devices 106 and the charge level of each.
[0060] In an example, the control subsystem 202 may
allocate a limited number of first power converters 230
using a row or column arrangement. Under one such
arrangement, the control subsystem 202 may direct the
charging output from one or more first power converters
230 to only a portion of the depleted portable electrical
power storage devices 106 in a given row or column, for
example in a column containing ten depleted portable
electrical power storage devices 106, the control subsys-
tem 202 may direct the first power converters 230 to
charge only 10% to 20% of the devices (i.e., 1 or 2 de-
vices) while inhibiting the charging of the remaining 80%
to 90% of the devices. Under another such arrangement,
receivers 104 at specific row and column addresses with-
in the charging and distribution machine 102 may be se-
quentially coupled to the first power converter 230, the
second power converter 242, or combinations thereof.
Other charging sequences based on alternating rows,
alternating columns, specific receiver addresses, receiv-
er 104 address patterns or combinations thereof are also
possible.
[0061] The communicable coupling of the charging
subsystem 204 to the control subsystem 202 permits the
detection by the control subsystem 202 of any first power
converters 230 that are added to the charging subsystem
204. As additional first power converters 230 are added,
the control subsystem 202 may reconfigure or adapt the
charging logic to accommodate the increased charging
capabilities provided by the added first power converters
230. For example, when the control subsystem 202 de-
tects the addition of one or more new first power convert-
ers 230, the charging limit may be increased from 10%
to 20% of the portable electrical power storage devices
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106 in any given row or column to 30% to 40% of the
devices in any given row or column.
[0062] The communications subsystem 206 may ad-
ditionally include one or more communications modules
or components which facilities communications with the
various components of a back end or back office system
120 (Figure 1). The communications subsystem 206
may, for example, include one or more modems 252 or
one or more Ethernet or other types of communications
cards or components 254. A port 256a of the control sub-
system 202 may communicatively couple the control sub-
system 202 with a port 256b of the communications sub-
system 206. The communications subsystem 206 may
provide wired and/or wireless communications. The com-
munications subsystem 206 may include one or more
ports, wireless receivers, wireless transmitters or wire-
less transceivers to provide wireless signal paths to the
various remote components or systems. The remote
communications subsystem 206 may include one or
more bridges or routers suitable to handle network traffic
including switched packet type communications proto-
cols (TCP/IP), Ethernet or other networking protocols.
[0063] The user interface system 208 includes one or
more user input/output (I/O) components. For example,
user interface system 208 may include a touch screen
display 208a, operable to present information and a
graphical user interface (GUI) to an end user and to re-
ceive indications of user selections. The user interface
system 208 may include a keyboard or keypad 208b,
and/or a cursor controller (e.g., mouse, trackball, track-
pad) (not illustrated) to allow an end user to enter infor-
mation and/or select user selectable icons in a GUI. The
user interface system 208 may include a speaker 208c
to provide aural messages to an end user and/or a mi-
crophone 208d to receive spoken user input such as spo-
ken commands.
[0064] The user interface system 208 may include a
card reader 208e to read information from card type me-
dia 209. The card reader 208e may take a variety of
forms. For instance, the card reader 208e may take the
form of, or include, a magnetic stripe reader for reading
information encoded in a magnetic stripe carried by a
card 209. For instance, the card reader 208e may take
the form of, or include, a machine-readable symbol (e.g.,
barcode, matrix code) card reader for reading information
encoded in a machine-readable symbol carried by a card
209. For instance, the card reader 208e may take the
form of, or include, a smart card reader for reading infor-
mation encoded in a non-transitory medium carried by a
card 209. Such may, for instance include media employ-
ing radio frequency identification (RFID) transponders or
electronic payment chips (e.g., NFC). Thus, the card
reader 208e may be able to read information from a va-
riety of card media 209, for instance credit cards, debit
cards, gift cards, prepaid cards, as well as identification
media such as drivers licenses.
[0065] The user interface system 208 may also read
one or more non-transitory data storage devices associ-

ated with the depleted portable electrical storage device
106 provided by the user. Data related to the portable
electrical storage device 106 supplied by the user may
be communicated from the user interface subsystem 208
to the control subsystem 202 via the one or more ports
226. Where differing portable electrical storage devices
106 are in use, the ability to identify one or more unique
characteristics associated with the device 106 may facil-
itate more rapid or efficient charging of the device by the
charging subsystem 204, or may permit the control sub-
system 202 to identify to the user those receivers 104
containing compatible portable electrical storage devices
106 having a useable charge.
[0066] The user interface system 208 may include a
bill acceptor 208f and validator and/or coin acceptor 208g
to accept and validate cash payments. Such may be high-
ly useful in servicing populations who lack access to cred-
it. Bill acceptor and validator 208f and/or coin acceptor
208g may take any variety of forms, for example those
that are currently commercially available and used in var-
ious vending machines and kiosks.
[0067] Figure 3A shows the collection, charging and
distribution machine 102 of Figures 1 and 2 charging a
first number of electrical power storage devices 302 in
part by charge sacrificed by a second number of electrical
power storage devices 304, according to one illustrated
embodiment.
[0068] In particular, the collection, charging and distri-
bution machine 102 employs current via line 232 from
the electrical service 114 (Figure 1) and current supplied
by a relatively large number of electrical power storage
devices 304 which sacrifice charge to quickly or rapidly
charge a smaller number of electrical power storage de-
vices 302. The electrical power storage devices 304
which sacrifice charge may start out with relatively less
charge than the electrical power storage devices 302
which receive the rapid charging. That way at least some
of the electrical power storage devices 302 will rapidly
attain a fully or almost fully charged state, readying such
for use. Alternatively, the electrical power storage devic-
es 304 which sacrifice charge may start out with relatively
more charge than the electrical power storage devices
302 which receive the rapid charging. That way a larger
number of the electrical power storage devices 302, 304
will have sufficient charge, although likely less than full
charge, to make such ready for use by end users. This
multiple-to-multiple approach may be implemented in
parallel, concurrently across multiple pairs of receiving
and sacrificing groups of electrical power storage devices
302, 304.
[0069] Figure 3B shows the collection, charging and
distribution machine 102 of Figures 1 and 2 charging a
first number of electrical power storage devices 312 in
part by charge sacrificed by a second number of electrical
power storage devices 314, according to one illustrated
embodiment.
[0070] In particular, the collection, charging and distri-
bution machine 102 employs current via line 232 from

17 18 



EP 2 737 601 B1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the electrical service 114 (Figure 1) and current supplied
by a relatively small number of electrical power storage
devices 314 which sacrifice charge to quickly or rapidly
charge a larger number of electrical power storage de-
vices 312. The electrical power storage devices 314
which sacrifice charge may start out with relatively less
charge than the electrical power storage devices 312
which receive the rapid charging. That way at least some
of the electrical power storage devices 312 will rapidly
attain a fully or almost fully charged state, readying such
for use. Alternatively, the electrical power storage devic-
es 314 which sacrifice charge may start out with relatively
more charge than the electrical power storage devices
312 which receive the rapid charging. That way a larger
number of the electrical power storage devices 312, 314
will have sufficient charge, although likely less than full
charge, to make such ready for use by end users. This
multiple-to-multiple approach may be implemented in
parallel, concurrently across multiple pairs of receiving
and sacrificing groups of electrical power storage devices
312, 314.
[0071] Figure 4A shows the collection, charging and
distribution machine 102 of Figures 1 and 2 charging a
first single electrical power storage device 402 in part by
charge sacrificed by a second single electrical power
storage device 404, according to one illustrated embod-
iment.
[0072] In particular, the collection, charging and distri-
bution machine 102 employs current via line 232 from
the electrical service 114 (Figure 1) and current supplied
by a single electrical power storage device 404 which
sacrifice charge to quickly or rapidly charge a single elec-
trical power storage device 402. The electrical power
storage device 404 which sacrifices charge may start out
with relatively less charge than the electrical power stor-
age device 402 which receives or benefits by the rapid
charging. That way the electrical power storage device
402 will rapidly attain a fully or almost fully charged state,
readying such for use. Alternatively, the electrical power
storage device 404 which sacrifices charge may start out
with relatively more charge than the electrical power stor-
age device 402 which receives the rapid charging. This
one-to-one approach may be implemented in parallel,
concurrently across multiple pairs of electrical power
storage devices 402, 404. That way a larger number of
the electrical power storage devices 402, 404 will have
sufficient charge, although likely less than full charge, to
make such ready for use by end users.
[0073] Figure 4B shows the collection, charging and
distribution machine 102 of Figures 1 and 2 charging a
first single electrical power storage device 412 in part by
charge sacrificed by a plurality of electrical power storage
devices 414, according to one illustrated embodiment.
[0074] In particular, the collection, charging and distri-
bution machine 102 employs current via line 232 from
the electrical service 114 (Figure 1) and current supplied
by a plurality of electrical power storage devices 414
which sacrifice charge to quickly or rapidly charge a sin-

gle electrical power storage device 412. The electrical
power storage devices 414 which sacrifice charge may
start out with relatively less charge than the single elec-
trical power storage device 412 which receive the rapid
charging. That way the single electrical power storage
device 412 will rapidly attain a fully or almost fully charged
state, readying such for use. Alternatively, the plurality
of electrical power storage devices 414 which sacrifice
charge may start out with relatively more charge than the
single electrical power storage device 412 which receive
the rapid charging. This multiple-to-one approach may
be implemented in parallel, concurrently across multiple
pairs of receiving and sacrificing electrical power storage
devices 412, 414. That way a larger number of the elec-
trical power storage devices 412, 414 will have sufficient
charge to make such ready for use by end users.
[0075] Figure 5 shows a high level method 500 of op-
erating the collection, charging and distribution machine
of Figures 1 and 2, according to one non-limiting illus-
trated embodiment.
[0076] At 502, the control subsystem 202 of the collec-
tion, charging and distribution machine 102 identifies a
first number of portable electrical energy storage devices
removably located at receivers of the distribution, collec-
tion and charging machine to be charged at accelerated
rate relative to second number of portable electrical en-
ergy storage devices removably located at distribution,
collection and charging machine. The control subsystem
202 may employ various criteria in identifying or selecting
portable electrical energy storage devices for rapid
charging relative to other portable electrical energy stor-
age devices. For example, the control subsystem may
employ relative amounts of stored charge. Some exam-
ples are set out below.
[0077] At 504, the control subsystem 202 of the collec-
tion, charging and distribution machine 102 identifies as
part of the second number at least one portable electrical
energy storage device which is to sacrifice charge. The
control subsystem 202 may employ various criteria in
identifying or selecting portable electrical energy storage
devices for rapid charging relative to other portable elec-
trical energy storage devices. For example, the control
subsystem may employ relative amounts of stored
charge.
[0078] At 506, the charging system 204 of the collec-
tion, charging and distribution machine 102 charges the
first number of portable electrical energy storage devices
with electrical power supplied via electrical service. In
particular, the charging subsystem may electrically cou-
ple, for example via one or more switches (e.g., relays,
contactors), portable electrical energy storage devices
of the first number of set to receive charge from the elec-
trical service. Electrical power may be supplied via one
or more transformers, rectifiers, DC/DC converters
and/or filters.
[0079] At 508, the charging system 204 of the collec-
tion, charging and distribution machine 102 charges the
first number of portable electrical energy storage devices
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via energy supplied from second number of portable elec-
trical energy storage devices, concurrently with the
charging using the electrical power supplied via the elec-
trical service or without charging using the electrical pow-
er supplied via the electrical service. In particular, the
charging subsystem may electrically couple, for example
via one or more switches (e.g., relays, contactors), port-
able electrical energy storage devices of the first number
of set to receive charge from the portable electrical en-
ergy storage devices of the second number or set. Elec-
trical power may be supplied via one or more transform-
ers, rectifiers, DC/DC converters and/or filters.
[0080] As set out in Figure 5, and in the other flow di-
agrams herein, the control subsystem 202 of the collec-
tion, charging and distribution machine 102 may employ
a variety of approaches or charging schemes in order to
ensure that portable electrical power storages devices
such as batteries or ultracapacitor arrays are timely avail-
able with sufficient charge to satisfy expected demand.
For example, in some circumstances it may be beneficial
to quickly charge a relatively small number of portable
electrical power storage devices at the sacrifice of a larg-
er number of portable electrical power storage devices.
Such may allow a number of completely or almost com-
pletely charged portable electrical power storage devices
to be ready for an expected customer. Such may be done,
for example, where there are no or relatively few com-
pletely or almost completely charged portable electrical
power storage devices available at the collection, charg-
ing and distribution machine 102 (e.g., kiosk, vending
machine). In other circumstances, it may be beneficial to
quickly charge a relatively large number of portable elec-
trical power storage devices at the sacrifice of a smaller
number of portable electrical power storage devices.
Such may allow a number of completely or almost com-
pletely discharged portable electrical power storage de-
vices to be partially charged to a satisfactory level and
hence ready for expected customers. Such may be done,
for example, where there are a large number of com-
pletely or almost completely discharged portable electri-
cal power storage devices present at the collection,
charging and distribution machine 102.
[0081] Thus, the identification of which and how many
portable electrical power storage devices will be quickly
charged, as well as the identification of which and how
many portable electrical power storage devices will sac-
rifice charge to achieve such may be based on a variety
of criteria. A non-exhaustive list of criteria may, for ex-
ample, include one or more the total number of portable
electrical power storage devices present at the collection,
charging and distribution machine 102, the various
charge states of the portable electrical power storage
devices, the amount or lack of electrical power available
from external sources such as via the electrical service
or some renewable power source, the actual or expect
rate of charging, the time of day or expected demand or
cost for electrical power supplied by an external source
(e.g., peak versus non-peak periods), and even the tem-

perature of the ambient environment or the temperature
within the receivers of the collection, charging and distri-
bution machine 102.
[0082] Figure 6 shows a low level method 600 of op-
erating the collection, charging and distribution machine
of Figures 1 and 2 according to one non-limiting illustrated
embodiment. The method 600 may be useful in the per-
forming a portion of the method 500 of Figure 5.
[0083] At 602, the control subsystem 202 of the collec-
tion, charging and distribution machine 102 identifies for
accelerated charging at least one portable electrical en-
ergy storage device which is over halfway to being fully
charged.
[0084] At 604, the control subsystem 202 of the collec-
tion, charging and distribution machine 102 identifies as
available to sacrifice charge at least one portable elec-
trical energy storage device which is less than halfway
to being fully charged.
[0085] In this way, a first number of portable electrical
energy storage device which are relatively closer to being
charged than a second number of portable electrical en-
ergy storage device may be selected for being rapidly
charged relative to the other portable electrical energy
storage devices. This may help ensure that at least one
portable electrical energy storage device is available at
the collection, charging and distribution machine 102 for
use by an end user.
[0086] Figure 7 shows a low level method 700 of op-
erating the collection, charging and distribution machine
of Figures 1 and 2 according to one non-limiting illustrated
embodiment. The method 700 may be useful in perform-
ing a portion of the method 500 of Figure 5.
[0087] At 702, the control subsystem 202 of the collec-
tion, charging and distribution machine 102 identifies as
part of the second number of portable electrical energy
storage devices any portable electrical energy storage
device which are below a first threshold of being fully
charged and which are also above a second threshold
of being fully depleted.
[0088] This may allow a first set of portable electrical
energy storage devices to be identified for repaid charg-
ing, a second set of portable electrical energy storage
devices identified for sacrificing charge, and a third set
which is neither rapidly charged nor which sacrifice
charge. For example, some of the most fully charged
portable electrical energy storage devices may be iden-
tified for rapid charging, while some of the least fully
charged are identified neither for rapid charging nor for
sacrificing charge. Rather, portable electrical energy
storage devices with an intermediate level of charge (i.e.,
leaving some significant charge to sacrifice) may be iden-
tified for sacrificing charge. This may prevent the least
fully charged portable electrical energy storage devices
from being driven to no or substantially no charge states.
[0089] Figure 8 show a low level method 800 of oper-
ating the collection, charging and distribution machine of
Figures 1 and 2 according to an example useful for un-
derstanding the invention. The method 800 may be useful
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in performing a portion of the method 500 of Figure 5.
[0090] At 802, the control subsystem 202 of the collec-
tion, charging and distribution machine 102 identifies for
accelerated charging at least one portable electrical en-
ergy storage device which is more fully charged than at
least another portable electrical energy storage device.
[0091] At 804, the charging system subsystem 204 of
the collection, charging and distribution machine 102
charges at least one more fully charged portable electri-
cal energy storage device using energy from at least one
less fully charged portable electrical energy storage de-
vice.
[0092] This may help ensure that at least one portable
electrical energy storage device fully or almost fully
charged is available at the collection, charging and dis-
tribution machine 102 for use by an end user.
[0093] Figure 9 shows a low level method 900 of op-
erating the collection, charging and distribution machine
of Figures 1 and 2 according to an example useful for
understanding the invention. The method 900 may be
useful in performing a portion of the method 500 of Figure
5.
[0094] At 902, the control subsystem 202 of the collec-
tion, charging and distribution machine 102 identifies for
accelerated charging at least one portable electrical en-
ergy storage device which is less than halfway to being
fully charged.
[0095] At 904, the control subsystem 202 of the collec-
tion, charging and distribution machine 102 identifies as
part of second number of portable electrical energy stor-
age devices at least one portable electrical energy stor-
age device which is more than halfway to being fully
charged.
[0096] Thus, the control subsystem 202 of the collec-
tion, charging and distribution machine 102 may attempt
to bring as many portable electrical energy storage de-
vices as possible up to some average or median level of
charge. This may ensure that large demand may be met,
even where the portable electrical energy storage devic-
es supplied are not fully charged.
[0097] Figure 10 shows a low level method 1000 of
operating the collection, charging and distribution ma-
chine of Figures 1 and 2 according to one non-limiting
illustrated embodiment. The method 1000 may be useful
in performing a portion of the method 500 of Figure 5.
[0098] At 1002, the control subsystem 202 of the col-
lection, charging and distribution machine 102 identifies
as part of second number of portable electrical energy
storage devices any portable electrical energy storage
devices which are more than approximately 75 percent
fully charged, or more than approximately 80 percent fully
charged or even more than approximately 85 percent
fully charged.
[0099] This ensures that portable electrical energy
storage devices with a relatively good likelihood of being
satisfactorily charged over some relatively short period
of time, will be ready for distribution to an end user when
needed or requested. The values of 75, 80 and 85 percent

is significant since, at least for secondary chemical bat-
teries, the charge time or rate tends to increase nonlin-
early (e.g., exponential) with amount of stored charge,
and it takes significantly longer to obtain the last percent
(e.g., 25, 20, 15 percent) of charge than the first percent
of charge (e.g., 25, 30, 35 percent). Likewise, the dis-
charge time or rate also appears to be nonlinear. The
nonlinearity of charging and discharging rates may not
be as pronounced for arrays of ultracapacitors as com-
pared to secondary chemical batteries, so other trigger
or threshold charge values may be appropriate. Yet a
charge of 75, 80 or 85 percent of rated or nominal capacity
may be sufficient to satisfy customer demand and obtain
a desired range of travel. Thus, the selection algorithm
executed by the control subsystem 202 may take into
account a nominal charge rate curve of the particular type
of electrical energy storage devices to be charged and/or
a nominal discharge rate curve of the particular type of
electrical energy storage devices which will sacrifice the
charge.
[0100] Figure 11 shows a low level method 1100 of
operating the collection, charging and distribution ma-
chine of Figures 1 and 2 according to an example useful
for understanding the invention. The method 1100 may
be useful in performing a portion of the method 500 of
Figure 5.
[0101] At 1102, the control subsystem 202 of the col-
lection, charging and distribution machine 102 identifies
for accelerated charging at least one portable electrical
energy storage device which is less fully charged than
at least another portable electrical energy storage device.
[0102] At 1104, the charging subsystem 204 of the col-
lection, charging and distribution machine 102 charges
at least one more fully charged portable electrical energy
storage devices using energy from at least one less fully
charged portable electrical energy storage device
[0103] This ensures that a relatively large number of
portable electrical energy storage devices will be ready
to met relatively large demand, even if none or few are
completely charged.
[0104] Figure 12 shows a low level method 1200 of
operating the collection, charging and distribution ma-
chine of Figures 1 and 2 according to one non-limiting
illustrated embodiment. The method 1200 may be useful
in performing a portion of the method 500 of Figure 5.
[0105] At 1202, the collection, charging and distribu-
tion machine 102 removably receives an at least partially
discharged portable electrical energy storage device at
a first of plurality of positions or receivers 104 at first time.
[0106] At 1204, one or more sensors of the collection,
charging and distribution machine 102 detect insertion
of the portable electrical energy storage device at the
first position or receiver 104.
[0107] At 1206, the control subsystem 202 of the col-
lection, charging and distribution machine 102 deter-
mines a charge state of inserted portable electrical en-
ergy storage device. For example, the control subsystem
202 may rely on one or more current sensors.
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[0108] In response to detection of an at least partially
discharged portable electrical energy storage device be-
ing inserted in a receiver, at 1208 the control subsystem
202 of the collection, charging and distribution machine
102 updates the identification of the first number of port-
able electrical energy storage devices identified for ac-
celerated charging. For example, the control subsystem
202 may add one or more specific portable electrical en-
ergy storage devices to the number or set to be rapidly
charged and/or may subtract or remove one or more spe-
cific portable electrical energy storage devices from the
number or set to be rapidly charged.
[0109] For example, the control system may include in
the number, set or list of portable electrical energy stor-
age devices to be rapidly charged: 1) the most fully
charged portable electrical energy storage devices, 2) a
defined number of the most fully charged portable elec-
trical energy storage devices; 3) a defined percentage of
the total number of portable electrical energy storage de-
vices, including those which are most fully charged;
and/or 4) portable electrical energy storage devices
above a defined charge threshold. Alternatively, the con-
trol system may include in the number, set or list of port-
able electrical energy storage devices to be rapidly
charged: 1) the least fully charged portable electrical en-
ergy storage devices, 2) a defined number of the least
fully charged portable electrical energy storage devices;
3) a defined percentage of the total number of portable
electrical energy storage devices, including those which
are least fully charged; and/or 4) portable electrical en-
ergy storage devices below a defined charge threshold.
As a further alternative, the control system may include
in the number, set or list of portable electrical energy
storage devices to be rapidly charged, 1) the one or more
portable electrical energy storage devices with a median
charge relative to one or more other more fully and less
fully charged portable electrical energy storage devices.
Examples of such are discussed below with reference to
Figures 13-16.
[0110] At 1210, the control subsystem 202 may update
the identification of the second number of portable elec-
trical energy storage devices identified for sacrificing
charging. For example, the control subsystem 202 may
add one or more specific portable electrical energy stor-
age devices to the number or set to sacrifice charge
and/or may subtract or remove one or more specific port-
able electrical energy storage devices from the number
or set to sacrifice charge.
[0111] For example, the control system may include in
the number, set or list of portable electrical energy stor-
age devices to sacrifice charge: 1) the most fully charged
portable electrical energy storage devices, 2) a defined
number of the most fully charged portable electrical en-
ergy storage devices; 3) a defined percentage of the total
number of portable electrical energy storage devices, in-
cluding those which are most fully charged; and/or 4)
portable electrical energy storage devices above a de-
fined charge threshold. Alternatively, the control system

may include in the number, set or list of portable electrical
energy storage devices to sacrifice charge: 1) the least
fully charged portable electrical energy storage devices,
2) a defined number of the least fully charged portable
electrical energy storage devices; 3) a defined percent-
age of the total number of portable electrical energy stor-
age devices, including those which are least fully
charged; and/or 4) portable electrical energy storage de-
vices below a defined charge threshold. As a further al-
ternative, the control system may include in the number,
set or list of portable electrical energy storage devices to
sacrifice charge: 1) the one or more portable electrical
energy storage devices with a median charge relative to
one or more other more fully and less fully charged port-
able electrical energy storage devices.
[0112] Figure 13 shows a low level method 1300 of
operating the collection, charging and distribution ma-
chine of Figures 1 and 2 according to one non-limiting
illustrated embodiment. The method 1300 may be useful
in performing a portion of the method 500 of Figure 5.
[0113] At 1302, the control subsystem 202 may update
portable electrical energy storage devices identified for
accelerated charging based at least in part on a current
charge condition of portable electrical energy storage de-
vices currently removably located at the first distribution,
collection and charging machine. For example, portable
electrical energy storage devices storing relatively large
amounts of charge may be rapidly charge to full charge
levels, at the sacrifice of less fully charged portable elec-
trical energy storage devices. Alternatively, portable
electrical energy storage devices storing relatively large
amounts of charge may sacrifice charge to rapidly charge
less fully charged portable electrical energy storage de-
vices to acceptable levels for distribution.
[0114] Figure 14 shows a low level method 1400 of
operating the collection, charging and distribution ma-
chine of Figures 1 and 2 according to one non-limiting
illustrated embodiment. The method 1400 may be useful
in performing a portion of the method 500 of Figure 5.
[0115] At 1402, the control subsystem 202 may update
the first number or set of portable electrical energy stor-
age devices identified for accelerated charging based at
least in part on a presence or absence of the portable
electrical energy storage devices at the first distribution,
collection and charging machine. For example, the con-
trol subsystem may take into account the total number
of portable electrical energy storage devices located or
present at the respective collection, charging and distri-
bution machine.
[0116] Figure 15 shows a low level method 1500 of
operating the collection, charging and distribution ma-
chine of Figures 1 and 2 according to another non-limiting
illustrated embodiment. The method 1500 may be useful
in performing a portion of the method 500 of Figure 5.
[0117] At 1502, the control subsystem 202 may update
portable electrical energy storage devices identified for
accelerated charging based at least in part on a total
number of portable electrical energy storage devices cur-
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rently removably located at the first distribution, collection
and charging machine, a respective charge state of each
of the portable electrical energy storage devices, and a
rate of charging for at least one of the portable electrical
energy storage devices. For example, the control sub-
system may take into account the total number of portable
electrical energy storage devices located or present at
the respective collection, charging and distribution ma-
chine and the relative charge state of each. Thus, the
control subsystem 202 may determine that there are suf-
ficient portable electrical energy storage devices with suf-
ficient charge to sacrifice charge to bring some other port-
able electrical energy storage devices up to or close to
fully charged. Alternatively, the control subsystem 202
may determine that there are not sufficient portable elec-
trical energy storage devices with sufficient charge to
sacrifice charge. Alternatively, the control subsystem 202
may determine that there are sufficient number of port-
able electrical energy storage devices sufficiently
charged that no sacrifice is necessary.
[0118] Figure 16 shows a low level method 1600 of
operating the collection, charging and distribution ma-
chine of Figures 1 and 2 according to another non-limiting
illustrated embodiment. The method 1600 may be useful
in performing a portion of the method 500 of Figure 5.
[0119] At 1602, the control subsystem 202 may update
portable electrical energy storage devices identified for
accelerated charging based at least in part on total cu-
mulative charge available from portable electrical energy
storage devices identified as available to sacrifice
charge. Thus, the control subsystem 202 may take into
account total charge to ensure that at least some portable
electrical energy storage devices are available at or prox-
imate fully charged condition or state. Alternatively the
control subsystem may ensure that a maximum or rela-
tively large number of portable electrical energy storage
devices are available, even if not at or proximate a fully
charged condition or state.
[0120] Figure 17 shows a low level method 1700 of
operating the collection, charging and distribution ma-
chine of Figures 1 and 2 according to one non-limiting
illustrated embodiment. The method 1700 may be useful
in the method 500 of Figure 5.
[0121] At 1702, the charging subsystem 204 of the col-
lection, charging and distribution machine 102 conduc-
tively supplies electrical current to the first number of port-
able electrical energy storage devices via mains of an
electrical service panel supplied via a metered electrical
service from an external electrical grid. The charging sub-
system 204 may close one or more switches to electri-
cally couple the first number of portable electrical energy
storage devices to the electrical service, via a first power
converter 230 (Figure 2).
[0122] Optionally at 1704, the charging subsystem 204
conductively supplies electrical current to the first number
of portable electrical energy storage devices via a renew-
able power source (e.g., photovoltaic array 118 (Figure
1). The charging subsystem 204 may close one or more

switches to electrically couple the first number of portable
electrical energy storage devices to the PV array 118 via
the first power converter 230 (Figure 2) or some dedicat-
ed power converter (not illustrated).
[0123] At 1706, the charging subsystem 204 conduc-
tively supplies electrical current from the second number
of portable electrical energy storage devices. The charg-
ing subsystem 204 may close one or more switches to
electrically couple the first number of portable electrical
energy storage devices to the electrical service, via a
second power converter 242 (Figure 2).
[0124] The various methods described herein may in-
clude additional acts, omit some acts, and/or may per-
form the acts in a different order than set out in the various
flow diagrams.
[0125] The foregoing detailed description has set forth
various embodiments of the devices and/or processes
via the use of block diagrams, schematics, and exam-
ples. Insofar as such block diagrams, schematics, and
examples contain one or more functions and/or opera-
tions, it will be understood by those skilled in the art that
each function and/or operation within such block dia-
grams, flowcharts, or examples can be implemented, in-
dividually and/or collectively, by a wide range of hard-
ware, software, firmware, or virtually any combination
thereof. In one embodiment, the present subject matter
may be implemented via one or more microcontrollers.
However, those skilled in the art will recognize that the
embodiments disclosed herein, in whole or in part, can
be equivalently implemented in standard integrated cir-
cuits (e.g., Application Specific Integrated Circuits or
ASICs), as one or more computer programs executed by
one or more computers (e.g., as one or more programs
running on one or more computer systems), as one or
more programs executed by on one or more controllers
(e.g., microcontrollers) as one or more programs execut-
ed by one or more processors (e.g., microprocessors),
as firmware, or as virtually any combination thereof, and
that designing the circuitry and/or writing the code for the
software and/or firmware would be well within the skill of
one of ordinary skill in the art in light of the teachings of
this disclosure.
[0126] When logic is implemented as software and
stored in memory, logic or information can be stored on
any non-transitory computer-readable medium for use
by or in connection with any processor-related system or
method. In the context of this disclosure, a memory is a
nontransitory computer- or processor-readable storage
medium that is an electronic, magnetic, optical, or other
physical device or means that non-transitorily contains
or stores a computer and/or processor program. Logic
and/or the information can be embodied in any computer-
readable medium for use by or in connection with an in-
struction execution system, apparatus, or device, such
as a computer-based system, processor-containing sys-
tem, or other system that can fetch the instructions from
the instruction execution system, apparatus, or device
and execute the instructions associated with logic and/or
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information.
[0127] In the context of this specification, a "computer-
readable medium" can be any physical element that can
store the program associated with logic and/or informa-
tion for use by or in connection with the instruction exe-
cution system, apparatus, and/or device. The computer-
readable medium can be, for example, but is not limited
to, an electronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, in-
frared, or semiconductor system, apparatus or device.
More specific examples (a non-exhaustive list) of the
computer readable medium would include the following:
a portable computer diskette (magnetic, compact flash
card, secure digital, or the like), a random access memory
(RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable pro-
grammable read-only memory (EPROM, EEPROM, or
Flash memory), a portable compact disc read-only mem-
ory (CDROM), and digital tape.
[0128] The various embodiments described above can
be combined to provide further embodiments.
[0129] While generally discussed in the environment
and context of collection, charging and distribution of
portable electrical energy storage devices for use with
personal transportation vehicle such as all-electric scoot-
ers and/or motorbikes, the teachings herein can be ap-
plied in a wide variety of other environments, including
other vehicular as well as non-vehicular environments.

Claims

1. A method of operating at least one distribution, col-
lection and charging machine (102) for distribution,
collection and charging of portable electrical energy
storage devices (106), wherein the portable electri-
cal energy storage devices (106) are configured to
be removably received in a receiver (104) of the dis-
tribution, collection and charging machine (102) and
sized to physically fit and electrically power a per-
sonal transportation vehicle, the method comprising:

identifying by a control subsystem (202) a first
number of portable electrical energy storage de-
vices (106) currently removably located within a
first distribution, collection and charging ma-
chine (102) to be charged at an accelerated rate
relative to at least a second number of portable
electrical energy storage devices (106) currently
removably located within the first distribution,
collection and charging machine (102);
charging by a charging subsystem (204) the first
number of portable electrical energy storage de-
vices (106) via an electrical service (114), where
the electrical service (114) has an associated
limiting rating; and
charging by the charging subsystem (204) the
first number of portable electrical energy storage
devices (106) via energy supplied from at least
the second number of portable electrical energy

storage devices (106) concurrently with the
charging of the first number of portable electrical
energy storage devices (106) via the electrical
service (114),
characterized in that the identifying a first
number of portable electrical energy storage de-
vices (106) currently removably located within
the first distribution, collection and charging ma-
chine (102) to be charged at an accelerated rate
relative to at least a second number of portable
electrical energy storage devices (106) currently
removably located within the first distribution,
collection and charging machine (102) includes
identifying for accelerated charging at least one
portable electrical energy storage device (106)
which is over halfway to being fully charged.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
identifying as part of the second number of portable
electrical energy storage devices (106) any portable
electrical energy storage device (106) which are be-
low a first threshold of being fully charged and which
are also above a second threshold of being fully de-
pleted.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
identifying as part of the second number of portable
electrical energy storage devices (106) at least one
portable electrical energy storage device (106)
which is more than halfway to being fully charged.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
removably receiving an at least partially discharged
portable electrical energy storage device (106) at a
first position of the first distribution, collection and
charging machine (102) at a first time, and wherein
the identifying the first number of portable electrical
energy storage devices (106) currently removably
located within the first distribution, collection and
charging machine (102) to be charged at an accel-
erated rate is performed in response to the receiving
of the at least partially discharged portable electrical
energy storage device (106) at the first position of
the first distribution, collection and charging machine
(102) at the first time.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
repeatedly updating the portable electrical energy
storage devices (106) identified for charging at an
accelerated rate over time.

6. A distribution, collection and charging machine (102)
for distribution, collection and charging of portable
electrical energy storage devices (106), wherein the
portable electrical energy storage devices (106) are
configured to be removably received in a receiver
(104) of the distribution, collection and charging ma-
chine (102) and sized to physically fit and electrically
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power a personal transportation vehicle, the distri-
bution, collection and charging machine (102) com-
prising:

a number of receivers (104) each sized and di-
mensioned to removably receive respective
portable electrical energy storage devices (106);
a control subsystem (202) including at least one
controller (210) that identifies a first number of
portable electrical energy storage devices (106)
currently removably located within the distribu-
tion, collection and charging machine (102) to
be charged at an accelerated rate relative to at
least a second number of portable electrical en-
ergy storage devices (106) currently removably
located within the distribution, collection and
charging machine (102); and
a charging subsystem (204) responsive to the
at least one controller (210) to charge the first
number of portable electrical energy storage de-
vices (106) via an electrical service (114) and to
concurrently charge the first number of portable
electrical energy storage devices (106) via en-
ergy supplied from at least the second number
of portable electrical energy storage devices
(106),
the distribution, collection and charging machine
(102) being characterized in that the identify-
ing a first number of portable electrical energy
storage devices (106) currently removably lo-
cated within the first distribution, collection and
charging machine (102) to be charged at an ac-
celerated rate relative to at least a second
number of portable electrical energy storage de-
vices (106) currently removably located within
the first distribution, collection and charging ma-
chine (102) includes identifying for accelerated
charging at least one portable electrical energy
storage device (106) which is over halfway to
being fully charged.

7. The distribution, collection and charging machine
(102) of claim 6, further comprising:

a power converter (230);
a number of electrical contacts (110) positioned
in respective ones of the receivers (104) to elec-
trically couple with any of the portable electrical
energy storage devices (106) removably re-
ceived by the receiver (104);
a first plurality of switches (250) operable in re-
sponse to the controller (210) to selectively elec-
trically couple respective ones of the electrical
contacts (110) to the power converter (230); and
a second plurality of switches (250) operable in
response to the controller (210) to selectively
electrically couple respective ones of the elec-
trical contacts (110) to other ones of the electri-

cal contacts (110).

8. A nontransitory computer-readable medium that
stores instructions executable by a processor (210)
to operate a distribution, collection and charging ma-
chine (102) for distribution, collection and charging
of portable electrical energy storage devices (106),
wherein the portable electrical energy storage de-
vices (106) are configured to be removably received
in a receiver (104) of the distribution, collection and
charging machine (102) and sized to physically fit
and electrically power a personal transportation ve-
hicle, by:

identifying by the processor (210) a first number
of portable electrical energy storage devices
(106) currently removably located within a first
distribution, collection and charging machine
(102) to be charged at an accelerated rate rel-
ative to at least a second number of portable
electrical energy storage devices (106) currently
removably located within the first distribution,
collection and charging machine (102);
causing a charging subsystem (204) to charge
the first number of portable electrical energy
storage devices (106) via an electrical service
(114), where the electrical service (114) has an
associated limiting rating; and
causing the charging subsystem (204) to charge
the first number of portable electrical energy
storage devices (106) via energy supplied from
at least the second number of portable electrical
energy storage devices (106) concurrently with
the charging of the first number of portable elec-
trical energy storage devices (106) via the elec-
trical service (114),
characterized in that the identifying a first
number of portable electrical energy storage de-
vices (106) currently removably located within
the first distribution, collection and charging ma-
chine (102) to be charged at an accelerated rate
relative to at least a second number of portable
electrical energy storage devices (106) currently
removably located within the first distribution,
collection and charging machine (102) includes
identifying for accelerated charging at least one
portable electrical energy storage device (106)
which is over halfway to being fully charged.

9. The nontransitory computer-readable medium of
claim 8, further comprising:

repeatedly detecting insertion of any portable
electrical energy storage device (106) at any of
a plurality of the receivers (104) of the first dis-
tribution, collection and charging machine (102);
determining a charge state of the inserted port-
able electrical energy storage device (106); and
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repeatedly updating the portable electrical en-
ergy storage devices (106) identified for charg-
ing at an accelerated rate over time.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Betreiben von zumindest einer Ver-
teil-, Sammel- und Lade-Maschine (102) zur Vertei-
lung, zur Sammlung und zum Laden von tragbaren
elektrischen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen (106),
wobei die tragbaren elektrischen Energie-Speicher-
Vorrichtungen (106) konfiguriert sind, um entfernbar
in einer Aufnehmvorrichtung (104) der Verteil-, Sam-
mel- und Lade-Maschine (102) aufgenommen zu
werden, und dimensioniert sind, um körperlich zu
passen in und elektrisch anzutreiben ein persönli-
ches Transportfahrzeug, wobei das Verfahren auf-
weist:

Identifizieren einer ersten Anzahl von tragbaren
elektrischen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen
(106) mittels eines Steuer-Subsystems (202),
welche sich momentan entfernbar innerhalb ei-
ner ersten Verteil-, Sammel- und Lade-Maschi-
ne (102) befinden, um mit einer beschleunigten
Rate verglichen mit zumindest einer zweiten An-
zahl von tragbaren elektrischen Energie-Spei-
cher-Vorrichtungen (106), welche sich momen-
tan entfernbar innerhalb der ersten Verteil-,
Sammel- und Lade-Maschine (102) befinden,
geladen zu werden,
Laden der ersten Anzahl von tragbaren elektri-
schen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtung (106) über
einen elektrischen Betrieb (114) mittels eines
Lade-Subsystems (204), wobei der elektrische
Betrieb (140) eine zugeordnete Begrenzungs-
bewertung hat, und
Laden der ersten Anzahl von tragbaren elektri-
schen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen (106)
über Energie mittels eines Lade-Subsystems
(204), welche von zumindest der zweiten Anzahl
von tragbaren elektrischen Energie-Speicher-
Vorrichtungen (106) bereitgestellt ist, gleichzei-
tig zu dem Laden der ersten Anzahl von tragba-
ren elektrischen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtun-
gen (106) über den elektrischen Betrieb (114),
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Identifi-
zieren einer ersten Anzahl von tragbaren elek-
trischen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen
(106), welche sich momentan entfernbar inner-
halb der ersten Verteil-, Sammel- und Lade-Ma-
schine (102) befinden, um mit einer beschleu-
nigten Rate verglichen mit zumindest einer
zweiten Anzahl von tragbaren elektrischen En-
ergie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen (106), welche
sich momentan entfernbar innerhalb der ersten
Verteil-, Sammel- und Lade-Maschine (102) be-

finden, geladen zu werden, aufweist: das Iden-
tifizieren für beschleunigtes Laden von zumin-
dest einer tragbaren elektrischen Energie-Spei-
cher-Vorrichtung (106), welche über die Hälfte
zu vollständig geladen seiend ist.

2. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, ferner aufweisend:
Identifizieren als Teil der zweiten Anzahl von trag-
baren elektrischen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen
(106) von einer beliebigen tragbaren elektrischen
Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtung (106), welche unter-
halb eines ersten Grenzwertes von vollständig auf-
geladen seiend ist und welche ebenso oberhalb ei-
nes zweiten Grenzwertes von vollständig entladen
seiend ist.

3. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, ferner aufweisend:
Identifizieren als Teil der zweiten Anzahl von trag-
baren elektrischen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen
(106) von zumindest einer tragbaren elektrischen
Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtung (106), welche zu
mehr als der Hälfte zu vollständig geladen seiend ist.

4. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, ferner aufweisend:
entfernbares Aufnehmen einer zumindest teilweise
entladen tragbaren elektrischen Energie-Speicher-
Vorrichtung (106) an einer ersten Position der ersten
Verteil-, Sammel- und Lade-Maschine (102) zu ei-
nem ersten Zeitpunkt, und wobei das Identifizieren
der ersten Anzahl von tragbaren elektrischen Ener-
gie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen (106), welche sich mo-
mentan entfernbar innerhalb der ersten Verteil-,
Sammel- und Lade-Maschine (102) befinden, um mit
einer beschleunigten Rate geladen zu werden, aus-
geführt wird in Reaktion auf das Aufnehmen der zu-
mindest teilweise entladen tragbaren elektrischen
Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtung (106) an der ersten
Position der ersten Verteil-, Sammel- und Lade-Ma-
schine (102) zu dem ersten Zeitpunkt.

5. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, ferner aufweisend:
wiederholtes Aktualisieren der tragbaren elektri-
schen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen (106), wel-
che zum Laden mit einer beschleunigten Rate im
Laufe der Zeit identifiziert werden.

6. Verteil-, Sammel- und Lade-Maschine (102) zur Ver-
teilung, zur Sammlung und zum Laden von tragba-
ren elektrischen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen
(106), wobei die tragbaren elektrischen Energie-
Speicher-Vorrichtungen (106) konfiguriert sind, um
entfernbar in einer Aufnehmvorrichtung (104) der
Verteil-, Sammel- und Lade-Maschine (102) aufge-
nommen zu werden, und dimensioniert sind, um kör-
perlich zu passen in und um elektrisch anzutreiben
ein persönliches Transportfahrzeug, wobei die Ver-
teil-, Sammel- und Lade-Maschine (102) aufweist:
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eine Anzahl von Aufnehmevorrichtungen (104),
welche jeweils die Größe haben und dimensio-
niert sind, um entfernbar jeweilige tragbare elek-
trische Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen (106)
aufzunehmen,
ein Steuer-Subsystem (202), welches zumin-
dest eine Steuervorrichtung (210) aufweist, wel-
che eine erste Anzahl von tragbaren elektri-
schen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen (106)
identifiziert, welche sich momentan entfernbar
innerhalb der Verteil-, Sammel- und Lade-Ma-
schine (102) befinden, um mit einer beschleu-
nigten Rate verglichen mit zumindest einer
zweiten Anzahl von tragbaren elektrischen En-
ergie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen (106), welche
sich momentan entfernbar innerhalb der Ver-
teil-, Sammel- und Lade-Maschine (102) befin-
den, geladen zu werden, und
ein Lade-Subsystem (204), welches hinsichtlich
der zumindest einen Steuervorrichtung (210) re-
sponsiv ist, um die erste Anzahl von tragbaren
elektrischen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen
(106) über einen elektrischen Betrieb (114) zu
laden und gleichzeitig die erste Anzahl von trag-
baren elektrischen Energie-Speicher-Vorrich-
tungen (106) über Energie, welche von zumin-
dest der zweiten Anzahl von tragbaren elektri-
schen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen (106)
bereitgestellt ist, zu laden, wobei
die Verteil-, Sammel- und Lade-Maschine (102)
dadurch gekennzeichnet ist, dass das Iden-
tifizieren einer ersten Anzahl von tragbaren
elektrischen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen
(106), welche sich momentan entfernbar inner-
halb der ersten Verteil-, Sammel- und Lade-Ma-
schine (102) befinden, um mit einer beschleu-
nigten Rate verglichen mit zumindest einer
zweiten Anzahl von tragbaren elektrischen En-
ergie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen (106), welche
sich momentan entfernbar innerhalb der ersten
Verteil-, Sammel- und Lade-Maschine (102) be-
finden, geladen zu werden, aufweist: das Iden-
tifizieren für beschleunigtes Laden von zumin-
dest einer tragbaren elektrischen Energie-Spei-
cher-Vorrichtung (106), welche über die Hälfte
zu vollständig geladen seiend ist.

7. Verteil-, Sammel- und Lade-Maschine (102) gemäß
Anspruch 6, ferner aufweisend:

einen Stromrichter (230),
eine Anzahl von elektrischen Kontakten (110),
welche in den jeweiligen der Aufnehmvorrich-
tungen (104) positioniert sind, um sich elektrisch
mit irgendeiner von den tragbaren elektrischen
Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen (106) zu ver-
binden, welche entfernbar von der Aufnehmvor-
richtung (104) aufgenommen sind,

eine erste Mehrzahl von Schaltern (250), welche
in Reaktion auf die Steuervorrichtung (210) be-
treibbar sind, um selektiv die jeweiligen von den
elektrischen Kontakten (110) mit dem Strom-
richter (230) elektrisch zu verbinden, und
eine zweite Mehrzahl von Schaltern (205), wel-
che in Reaktion auf die Steuervorrichtung (210)
betreibbar sind, um selektiv die jeweiligen von
den elektrischen Kontakten (110) mit den ande-
ren von den elektrischen Kontakten (110) elek-
trisch zu verbinden.

8. Nicht-flüchtiger computer-lesbarer Datenträger,
welcher Anweisungen speichert, welche durch einen
Prozessor (210) ausführbar sind, um eine Verteil-,
Sammel- und Lade-Maschine (102) zur Verteilung,
zur Sammlung und zum Laden von tragbaren elek-
trischen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen (106) zu
betreiben, wobei die tragbaren elektrischen Energie-
Speicher-Vorrichtungen (106) konfiguriert sind, um
entfernbar in einer Aufnehmvorrichtung (104) der
Verteil-, Sammel- und Lade-Maschine (102) aufge-
nommen zu werden, und dimensioniert sind, um kör-
perlich zu passen in und elektrisch anzutreiben ein
persönliches Transportfahrzeug, durch:

Identifizieren einer ersten Anzahl von tragbaren
elektrischen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen
(106) mittels des Prozessors (210), welche sich
momentan entfernbar innerhalb einer ersten
Verteil-, Sammel- und Lade-Maschine (102) be-
finden, um mit einer beschleunigten Rate ver-
glichen mit zumindest einer zweiten Anzahl von
tragbaren elektrischen Energie-Speicher-Vor-
richtungen (106), welche sich momentan ent-
fernbar innerhalb der ersten Verteil-, Sammel-
und Lade-Maschine (102) befinden, geladen zu
werden,
Bewirken, dass ein Lade-Subsystem (204) die
erste Anzahl von tragbaren elektrischen Ener-
gie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen (106) über einen
elektrischen Betrieb (114) lädt, wobei der elek-
trische Betrieb (114) eine zugeordnete Begren-
zungsbewertung hat, und
Bewirken, dass das Lade-Subsystem (204) die
erste Anzahl von tragbaren elektrischen Ener-
gie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen (106) über Energie
lädt, welche von zumindest der zweiten Anzahl
von tragbaren elektrischen Energie-Speicher-
Vorrichtungen (106) bereitgestellt ist, gleichzei-
tig zu dem Laden der ersten Anzahl von tragba-
ren elektrischen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtun-
gen (106) über den elektrischen Betrieb (114),
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Identifi-
zieren einer ersten Anzahl von tragbaren elek-
trischen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen
(106), welche sich momentan entfernbar inner-
halb der ersten Verteil-, Sammel- und Lade-Ma-
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schine (102) befinden, um mit einer beschleu-
nigten Rate verglichen mit zumindest einer
zweiten Anzahl von tragbaren elektrischen En-
ergie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen (106), welche
sich momentan entfernbar innerhalb der ersten
Verteil-, Sammel- und Lade-Maschine (102) be-
finden, geladen zu werden, aufweist: das Iden-
tifizieren für beschleunigtes Laden von zumin-
dest einer tragbaren elektrischen Energie-Spei-
cher-Vorrichtung (106), welche über die Hälfte
zu vollständig geladen seiend ist.

9. Nicht-flüchtiger computer-lesbarer Datenträger ge-
mäß Anspruch 8, ferner aufweisend:

wiederholtes Detektieren der Einbringung einer
beliebigen tragbaren elektrischen Energie-
Speicher-Vorrichtung (106) an einer Beliebigen
von einer Mehrzahl von den Aufnehmvorrichtun-
gen (104) der ersten Verteil-, Sammel- und La-
de-Maschine (102),
Bestimmen eines Ladezustandes der einge-
brachten tragbaren elektrischen Energie-Spei-
cher-Vorrichtung (106), und
wiederholtes Aktualisieren der tragbaren elek-
trischen Energie-Speicher-Vorrichtungen
(106), welche zum Laden mit einer beschleunig-
ten Rate im Laufe der Zeit identifiziert werden.

Revendications

1. Procédé de fonctionnement d’au moins une machine
de distribution, de collecte et de charge (102) en vue
de la distribution, de la collecte et de la charge de
dispositifs portatifs de stockage d’énergie électrique
(106), dans lequel les dispositifs portatifs de stocka-
ge d’énergie électrique (106) sont configurés de ma-
nière à être reçus de manière amovible dans un ré-
cepteur (104) de la machine de distribution, de col-
lecte et de charge (102) et dimensionnés en vue de
s’adapter physiquement et d’alimenter électrique-
ment un véhicule de transport personnel, le procédé
comprenant les étapes ci-dessous consistant à :

identifier, par le biais d’un sous-système de
commande (202), un premier nombre de dispo-
sitifs portatifs de stockage d’énergie électrique
(106) actuellement placés de manière amovible
dans une première machine de distribution, de
collecte et de charge (102), lesquels doivent être
chargés à un débit accéléré par rapport à au
moins un second nombre de dispositifs portatifs
de stockage d’énergie électrique (106) actuel-
lement placés de manière amovible dans la pre-
mière machine de distribution, de collecte et de
charge (102) ;
charger, par le biais d’un sous-système de char-

ge (204), le premier nombre de dispositifs por-
tatifs de stockage d’énergie électrique (106), par
l’intermédiaire d’un service électrique (114), où
le service électrique (114) présente un régime
nominal de limitation associé ; et
charger, par le biais du sous-système de charge
(204), le premier nombre de dispositifs portatifs
de stockage d’énergie électrique (106), par l’in-
termédiaire de l’énergie fournie à partir d’au
moins le second nombre de dispositifs portatifs
de stockage d’énergie électrique (106) simulta-
nément à la charge du premier nombre de dis-
positifs portatifs de stockage d’énergie électri-
que (106) par l’intermédiaire du service électri-
que (114) ;
caractérisé en ce que l’étape d’identification
d’un premier nombre de dispositifs portatifs de
stockage d’énergie électrique (106) actuelle-
ment placés de manière amovible dans la pre-
mière machine de distribution, de collecte et de
charge (102), lesquels doivent être chargés à
un débit accéléré par rapport à au moins un se-
cond nombre de dispositifs portatifs de stockage
d’énergie électrique (106) actuellement placés
de manière amovible dans la première machine
de distribution, de collecte et de charge (102),
consiste à identifier, en vue d’une charge accé-
lérée, au moins un dispositif portatif de stockage
d’énergie électrique (106) dont la charge se si-
tue à plus de la moitié de sa charge complète.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre l’étape ci-dessous consistant à :
identifier, dans le cadre du second nombre de dis-
positifs portatifs de stockage d’énergie électrique
(106), des quelconques dispositifs portatifs de stoc-
kage d’énergie électrique (106) dont la charge se
situe en dessous d’un premier seuil de charge com-
plète et également au-dessus d’un second seuil de
décharge complète.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre l’étape ci-dessous consistant à :
identifier, dans le cadre du second nombre de dis-
positifs portatifs de stockage d’énergie électrique
(106), au moins un dispositif portatif de stockage
d’énergie électrique (106) dont la charge se situe à
plus de la moitié de sa charge complète.

4. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre l’étape ci-dessous consistant à :
recevoir, de manière amovible, un dispositif portatif
de stockage d’énergie électrique au moins partielle-
ment déchargé (106), à une première position de la
première machine de distribution, de collecte et de
charge (102) à un premier instant, et dans lequel
l’étape d’identification du premier nombre de dispo-
sitifs portatifs de stockage d’énergie électrique (106)
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actuellement placés de manière amovible dans la
première machine de distribution, de collecte et de
charge (102), lesquels doivent être chargés à un dé-
bit accéléré, est mise en oeuvre en réponse à l’étape
de réception du dispositif portatif de stockage d’éner-
gie électrique au moins partiellement déchargé (106)
à la première position de la première machine de
distribution, de collecte et de charge (102) au pre-
mier instant.

5. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre l’étape ci-dessous consistant à :
mettre à jour, de manière répétée, les dispositifs por-
tatifs de stockage d’énergie électrique (106) identi-
fiés en vue d’une charge à un débit accéléré au fil
du temps.

6. Machine de distribution, de collecte et de charge
(102) en vue de la distribution, de la collecte et de
la charge de dispositifs portatifs de stockage d’éner-
gie électrique (106), dans laquelle les dispositifs por-
tatifs de stockage d’énergie électrique (106) sont
configurés de manière à être reçus de manière amo-
vible dans un récepteur (104) de la machine de dis-
tribution, de collecte et de charge (102) et dimen-
sionnés en vue de s’adapter physiquement et d’ali-
menter électriquement un véhicule de transport per-
sonnel, la machine de distribution, de collecte et de
charge (102) comprenant :

un nombre de récepteurs (104), lesquels sont
chacun dimensionnés et calibrés pour recevoir
de manière amovible des dispositifs portatifs de
stockage d’énergie électrique respectifs (106) ;
un sous-système de commande (202) incluant
au moins un contrôleur (210) qui identifie un pre-
mier nombre de dispositifs portatifs de stockage
d’énergie électrique (106) actuellement placés
de manière amovible dans la machine de distri-
bution, de collecte et de charge (102), lesquels
doivent être chargés à un débit accéléré par rap-
port à au moins un second nombre de dispositifs
portatifs de stockage d’énergie électrique (106)
actuellement placés de manière amovible dans
la machine de distribution, de collecte et de char-
ge (102) ; et
un sous-système de charge (204) répondant
audit au moins un contrôleur (210) pour charger
le premier nombre de dispositifs portatifs de
stockage d’énergie électrique (106) par l’inter-
médiaire d’un service électrique (114) et pour
charger simultanément le premier nombre de
dispositifs portatifs de stockage d’énergie élec-
trique (106) par l’intermédiaire de l’énergie four-
nie à partir d’au moins le second nombre de dis-
positifs portatifs de stockage d’énergie électri-
que (106) ;
la machine de distribution, de collecte et de char-

ge (102) étant caractérisée en ce que l’étape
d’identification d’un premier nombre de disposi-
tifs portatifs de stockage d’énergie électrique
(106) actuellement placés de manière amovible
dans la première machine de distribution, de col-
lecte et de charge (102), lesquels doivent être
chargés à un débit accéléré par rapport à au
moins un second nombre de dispositifs portatifs
de stockage d’énergie électrique (106) actuel-
lement placés de manière amovible dans la pre-
mière machine de distribution, de collecte et de
charge (102), consiste à identifier, en vue d’une
charge accélérée, au moins un dispositif portatif
de stockage d’énergie électrique (106) dont la
charge se situe à plus de la moitié de sa charge
complète.

7. Machine de distribution, de collecte et de charge
(102) selon la revendication 6, comprenant en outre :

un convertisseur de puissance (230) ;
un nombre de contacts électriques (110) posi-
tionnés dans des récepteurs respectifs parmi les
récepteurs (104) de manière à se coupler élec-
triquement à l’un quelconque des dispositifs por-
tatifs de stockage d’énergie électrique (106) re-
çus de manière amovible par le récepteur (104) ;
une première pluralité de commutateurs (250)
exploitables, en réponse au contrôleur (210), de
manière à coupler électriquement de façon sé-
lective des contacts électriques respectifs parmi
les contacts électriques (110), au convertisseur
de puissance (230) ; et
une seconde pluralité de commutateurs (250)
exploitables, en réponse au contrôleur (210), de
manière à coupler électriquement de façon sé-
lective des contacts électriques respectifs parmi
les contacts électriques (110) à d’autres con-
tacts parmi les contacts électriques (110).

8. Support non transitoire lisible par ordinateur qui stoc-
ke des instructions exécutables par un processeur
(210) pour faire fonctionner une machine de distri-
bution, de collecte et de charge (102) en vue de la
distribution, de la collecte et de la charge de dispo-
sitifs portatifs de stockage d’énergie électrique
(106), dans lequel les dispositifs portatifs de stocka-
ge d’énergie électrique (106) sont configurés de ma-
nière à être reçus de façon amovible dans un récep-
teur (104) de la machine de distribution, de collecte
et de charge (102) et dimensionnés en vue de
s’adapter physiquement et d’alimenter électrique-
ment un véhicule de transport personnel, en mettant
en oeuvre les étapes ci-dessous consistant à :

identifier, par le biais du processeur (210), un
premier nombre de dispositifs portatifs de stoc-
kage d’énergie électrique (106) actuellement
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placés de manière amovible dans une première
machine de distribution, de collecte et de charge
(102), lesquels doivent être chargés à un débit
accéléré par rapport à au moins un second nom-
bre de dispositifs portatifs de stockage d’énergie
électrique (106) actuellement placés de manière
amovible dans la première machine de distribu-
tion, de collecte et de charge (102) ;
amener un sous-système de charge (204) à
charger le premier nombre de dispositifs porta-
tifs de stockage d’énergie électrique (106) par
l’intermédiaire d’un service électrique (114), où
le service électrique (114) présente un régime
nominal de limitation associé ; et
amener le sous-système de charge (204) à char-
ger le premier nombre de dispositifs portatifs de
stockage d’énergie électrique (106) par l’inter-
médiaire de l’énergie fournie à partir d’au moins
le second nombre de dispositifs portatifs de
stockage d’énergie électrique (106) simultané-
ment à la charge du premier nombre de dispo-
sitifs portatifs de stockage d’énergie électrique
(106) par l’intermédiaire du service électrique
(114) ;
caractérisé en ce que l’étape d’identification
d’un premier nombre de dispositifs portatifs de
stockage d’énergie électrique (106) actuelle-
ment placés de manière amovible dans la pre-
mière machine de distribution, de collecte et de
charge (102), lesquels doivent être chargés à
un débit accéléré par rapport à au moins un se-
cond nombre de dispositifs portatifs de stockage
d’énergie électrique (106) actuellement placés
de manière amovible dans la première machine
de distribution, de collecte et de charge (102),
consiste à identifier, en vue d’une charge accé-
lérée, au moins un dispositif portatif de stockage
d’énergie électrique (106) dont la charge se si-
tue à plus de la moitié de sa charge complète.

9. Support non transitoire lisible par ordinateur selon
la revendication 8, comprenant en outre les étapes
ci-dessous consistant à :

détecter, de manière répétée, l’insertion d’un
quelconque dispositif portatif de stockage
d’énergie électrique (106), au niveau d’un quel-
conque récepteur parmi une pluralité de récep-
teurs (104) de la première machine de distribu-
tion, de collecte et de charge (102) ;
déterminer un état de charge du dispositif por-
tatif de stockage d’énergie électrique inséré
(106) ; et
mettre à jour, de manière répétée, les dispositifs
portatifs de stockage d’énergie électrique (106)
identifiés en vue d’une charge accélérée au fil
du temps.
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