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(54) EARTHQUAKE PREDICTION DEVICE

(57) An earthquake prediction device comprises a
predicted value calculation unit that calculates, from a
prediction formula, a predicted value (MMIvp) indicating
a predicted intensity of a ground motion on the Modified
Mercalli Intensity scale, using a maximum velocity value

(Vumax), which is the largest among absolute values of
velocity component calculated by a vertical velocity cal-
culation unit, after a sensor starts detecting the ground
motion caused by an earthquake. The prediction formula
is: MMIvp=αvlog10(Vumax)+βv.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to an earthquake
prediction device that predicts an intensity of earthquake
shaking at the time of initial tremor of the ground motion,
using the Modified Mercalli Intensity scale as a ground
motion index indicating the intensity of earthquake shak-
ing.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] Presently, a device is known that measures the
intensity of earthquake shaking in real time (Patent Doc-
ument 1).
This device detects acceleration components of the
ground motion in three directions (vertical, east-west, and
north-south), calculates an acceleration by vector-syn-
thesizing these acceleration components, and calculates
an index value indicating the intensity of earthquake
shaking from this acceleration, to thereby measure the
intensity of earthquake shaking in real time.
[0003] In addition, presently, a device is also known
that predicts the intensity of earthquake shaking at the
time of initial tremor of the ground motion (Patent Docu-
ment 2).
[0004] Among the above-described acceleration com-
ponents of the ground motion in the three directions, the
vertical acceleration component has properties of getting
larger than the other acceleration components.
[0005] Thus, this device predicts the intensity of earth-
quake shaking by detecting the vertical acceleration com-
ponent of the ground motion and calculating the index
value indicating the intensity of earthquake shaking cor-
responding to this acceleration component.
[0006] In the meantime, the inventions set forth in the
above-described Patent Documents 1 and 2 have been
created in Japan, and thus, a seismic intensity scale de-
fined by the Japan Meteorological Agency is adopted as
the ground motion index in the both inventions.
[0007] However, the Modified Mercalli Intensity (MMI)
scale is internationally used as the ground motion index,
and thus, the devices set forth in the above-described
Patent Documents 1 and 2 cannot be used abroad as
they are.
[0008] Therefore, when the respective devices set
forth in the above-described Patent Documents 1 and 2
are used abroad, it is one option to replace, as the ground
motion index, the seismic intensity scale defined by the
Japan Meteorological Agency with the MMI scale. How-
ever, the MMI scale is a ground motion index determined
on the basis of human bodily sensation or investigations
of the damage situation after the earthquake, and thus,
the MMI scale is hardly suited to instrumental measure-
ment, and such replacement is not easy.
[0009] Nevertheless, some proposals for using the
MMI scale in instrumental measurement have been

made.
[0010] For example, Wald et al. have proposed a meth-
od for estimating the index value on the MMI scale from
the acceleration or the velocity of the ground motion
(Non-patent Document 1) and, in Japan too, Nakamura
has proposed a method for actually measuring the inten-
sity of earthquake shaking using the MMI scale as the
ground motion index (Non-patent Document 2).

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS

PATENT DOCUMENTS

[0011]

Patent Document 1: Publication of Japanese Patent
No. 4472769

Patent Document 2: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. 2009-068899

NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS

[0012]

Non-patent Document 1: "Relationships between
Peak Ground Acceleration, Peak Ground Velocity,
and Modified Mercalli Intensity in California" David
J. Wald, Vincent Quitoriano, Thomas H. Heaton, and
Hiroo Kanamori, Earthquake Spectra, Vol. 15, No.
3, Aug. 1999

Non-patent Document 2: "Examination of Rational
Ground Motion Index Value - Relationship between
Ground Motion Indices based on DI Value" Yutaka
Nakamura, 2003, Collection of Earthquake Engi-
neering Papers by Japan Society of Civil Engineers

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0013] However, none of the proposals have yet led to
prediction of the intensity of earthquake shaking, al-
though the MMI scale is used as the ground motion index
in the proposals.
[0014] On the other hand, it is considered that the de-
gree of damage caused by an earthquake to a structure
having a relatively long natural period, such as an earth
structure like an embankment and a wooden building,
correlates highly with velocity of the ground motion.
[0015] Thus, in the railway or the like, in which a lot of
earth structures such as embankments are used, when
performing an early prediction of occurrence of an earth-
quake with the intensity that requires caution, it is desired
that velocity of the ground motion is taken into consider-
ation. However, whether such a prediction is possible is
uncertain.
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[0016] Thus, in an earthquake prediction device ac-
cording to one aspect of the present invention, the MMI
scale is used as the ground motion index, and the inten-
sity of earthquake shaking is predicted early at the time
of initial tremor of the ground motion, taking velocity of
the ground motion into consideration.

MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEMS

[0017] An earthquake prediction device according to a
first aspect of the present invention comprises a vertical
acceleration acquisition unit (10, S10), a vertical velocity
calculation unit (12, S14), and a predicted value calcu-
lation unit (16, S14).
[0018] The vertical acceleration acquisition unit (10,
S10) sequentially acquires vertical acceleration informa-
tion indicating a vertical acceleration component of a
ground motion from a sensor that detects the ground mo-
tion, when the sensor starts detecting the ground motion.
[0019] The vertical velocity calculation unit (12, S14)
sequentially calculates vertical velocity component of the
ground motion from the vertical acceleration information
acquired by the vertical acceleration acquisition unit.
[0020] The predicted value calculation unit (16, S14)
calculates a predicted value (MMIvp) indicating an inten-
sity of earthquake shaking by an index value on the Mod-
ified Mercalli Intensity scale, using a maximum absolute
value among absolute values of the velocity component
sequentially calculated by the vertical velocity calculation
unit as a maximum velocity value (Vumax), using a pre-
diction formula below.
[0021] The prediction formula is: MMIvp=αvlog10(Vu-
max)+βv.
[0022] In the formula, αv and βv are regression coef-
ficients calculated in advance by regression analysis us-
ing a maximum absolute value among absolute values
of vertical velocity component of the ground motion of
each of a plurality of earthquakes that occurred in the
past as an explanatory variable (X) and using an index
value indicating each intensity of earthquake shaking on
the Modified Mercalli Intensity scale as a dependent var-
iable (Y).
[0023] For example, when the regression analysis is
performed using the K-NET as a database in which the
earthquakes that occurred in the past are recorded (see
FIG. 2), Y=3.67log10X+3.72 is obtained. Thus, in the
above prediction formula, αv may be set at 3.67, and βv
may be set at 3.72.
[0024] According to a proposal in Non-patent Docu-
ment 1 by Wald et al., when a maximum absolute value
among absolute values of velocity of the ground motion
is referred to as Vmax, a calculated value (MMIv) indi-
cating an intensity of the earthquake shaking on the Mod-
ified Mercalli Intensity scale can be obtained by using a
calculation formula below.
[0025] The calculation formula:
MMIv=αlog10(Vmax)+β
[0026] In this calculation formula, α is 3.47, and β is

2.35.
When the predicted value (MMIvp) and the calculated
value (MMIv) respectively derived from the prediction for-
mula and the calculation formula are compared with each
other, as shown in FIG. 5B, it has been found that, at the
time of initial tremor of the earthquake, the predicted val-
ue (MMIvp) increases earlier than the calculated value
(MMIv).
[0027] Accordingly, with the earthquake prediction de-
vice of the present invention, the intensity of earthquake
shaking can be predicted early at the time of initial tremor
of the earthquake by using the MMI scale as the ground
motion index.
[0028] Moreover, the earthquake prediction device of
the present invention predicts the intensity of the earth-
quake shaking taking velocity of the ground motion into
consideration.
[0029] Thus, the earthquake prediction device of the
present invention is most suitable as a device for predict-
ing a ground motion in the railway or the like having a lot
of earth structures such as embankments, for example.
[0030] Accordingly, the earthquake prediction device
of the present invention enables reduction of accidents,
such as a rollover of a train due to collapse of embank-
ments or the like, by stopping the train early using an
automatic train stop device at occurrence of an earth-
quake.
[0031] Furthermore, in the earthquake prediction de-
vice of the present invention, prediction of an earthquake
that is easy to understand globally is possible because
the MMI scale is used as the ground motion index.
[0032] Next, in the earthquake prediction device ac-
cording to a second aspect of the present invention, in
addition to the configuration of the earthquake prediction
device according to the first aspect, an adjustment factor
setting unit (22) that adjusts an adjustment factor (γv)
may be provided, and a prediction formula below, in
which the adjustment factor (γv) is added, may be used
as a prediction formula.
[0033] The prediction formula is: MMIvp=αvlog10(Vu-
max)+βv+γv.
[0034] When the intensity of earthquake shaking is pre-
dicted and a warning thereabout is issued using the earth-
quake prediction device of the present invention, follow-
ing two demands from users are expected, for example.
[0035] One demand expected is that a warning be is-
sued in every case when occurrence of an earthquake
causing a destructive shaking that requires caution is pre-
dicted even if there are some cases in which the predic-
tion turns out to be incorrect, regardless of whether an
earthquake causing a destructive shaking that requires
caution is actually occurring. In this case, increase in the
warning success rate is desired.
[0036] The other demand expected is that a warning
not be issued when an earthquake causing a destructive
shaking that requires caution is not occurring even if there
are some cases in which no warning is issued when an
earthquake causing a destructive shaking that requires
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caution is occurring. In this case, decrease in a cry-wolf
false warning rate is desired. Here, a cry-wolf false warn-
ing means a too sensitive warning issued for a minor
shaking.
[0037] Thus, in the earthquake prediction device of the
present invention, the predicted value (MMIvp) to be cal-
culated is adjusted by adding γv in the prediction formula,
and the above two demands can thereby be met.
[0038] For example, when a warning reference value
is set at level 5.5 on the MMI scale and γv is set at -1,
the cry-wolf false warning rate is closer to 0%, and in
contrast, when γv is set at 1, the warning success rate is
closer to 100%, as shown in FIG. 8.
[0039] That is, when γv is set at 1, when occurrence of
an earthquake causing a destructive shaking that re-
quires caution is predicted, a warning is issued without
exception regardless of whether the earthquake causing
a destructive shaking that requires caution is actually oc-
curring.
[0040] On the other hand, when γv is set at -1, there
are some cases in which no warning is issued when an
earthquake causing a destructive shaking that requires
caution is occurring, whereas no case arises in which a
warning is issued when an earthquake causing a destruc-
tive shaking that requires caution is not occurring.
[0041] Consequently, with the earthquake prediction
device of the present invention, a prediction that meets
the users’ demands is enabled in addition to the effects
of the earthquake prediction device according to the first
aspect.
[0042] Next, in the earthquake prediction device ac-
cording to a third aspect of the present invention, a warn-
ing unit (18, S22-S24) may be provided that compares
the predicted value (MMIvp) calculated by the predicted
value calculation unit and the warning reference value
set in advance with each other and issues a warning
when the predicted value (MMIvp) is larger than the warn-
ing reference value.
[0043] In this earthquake prediction device, the warn-
ing is issued only when the predicted value (MMIvp) is
larger than the warning reference value set in advance,
and thus, a useless warning issued when an earthquake
that does not require a warning is occurring can be in-
hibited.
[0044] In the earthquake prediction device according
to a fourth aspect of the present invention, an earthquake
occurrence determination unit (20) that determines oc-
currence of an earthquake by presence/absence of the
ground motion may be provided, and the warning unit
may issue the warning when the earthquake occurrence
determination unit determines that the earthquake is oc-
curring.
[0045] For information, reference numerals in paren-
theses after the above units, etc., are each one example
indicating corresponding relationships with functional
blocks, etc., set forth in embodiments to be described
later, and the present invention is not limited to the func-
tional blocks, etc., indicated by the reference numerals

in the parentheses after the above respective units.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0046]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing, with blocks, var-
ious functions of an earthquake prediction device of
a first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is an exponential graph, with the horizontal
axis denoting a velocity (unit: kine) and with the ver-
tical axis denoting an index value on the MMI scale,
on which a maximum absolute value among absolute
values of vertical velocity component of a ground
motion of each earthquake that occurred in the past
is plotted as an abscissa and an index value indicat-
ing each intensity of earthquake shaking on the MMI
scale is plotted as an ordinate.

FIG. 3 is a table in which earthquakes that occurred
in the past are divided on the basis of whether a
calculated value (MMIv) and a predicted value
(MMIvp) indicating each intensity of earthquake
shaking are each at level 5.5 or larger, and the di-
vided numbers of the earthquakes are indicated.

FIG. 4 is a bar graph in which earthquakes that oc-
curred in the past indicating level 5.5 or larger both
in the calculated value (MMIv) and the predicted val-
ue (MMIvp) are divided on the basis of a difference
between a timing when the predicted value (MMIvp)
reached level 5.5 and a timing when the calculated
value (MMIv) reached level 5.5, and the divided num-
bers of the earthquakes are indicated.

FIG. 5A is a graph showing time history changes of
the predicted value (MMIvp) and the calculated value
(MMIv) from start to end of detection of the ground
motion in the 2011 off the Pacific coast of Tohoku
Earthquake.

FIG. 5B is a graph showing time history changes of
the predicted value (MMIvp) and the calculated value
(MMIv) in the 2011 off the Pacific coast of Tohoku
Earthquake, which graph shows a section between
10 and 40 seconds of the time in FIG. 5A in an en-
larged manner for easy reading of the changes in
the values.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of an earthquake warning proc-
ess executed by the earthquake prediction device of
the first embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing, with blocks, var-
ious functions of an earthquake prediction device of
a second embodiment.
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FIG. 8 is a graph showing a state in which a warning
success rate and a cry-wolf false warning rate
change when an adjustment factor (γv) is adjusted.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing, with blocks, var-
ious functions of an earthquake prediction device of
another embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart of an earthquake warning proc-
ess executed by the earthquake prediction device of
the another embodiment.

EXPLANATION OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

[0047]

1...earthquake prediction device, 3...acceleration
sensor device,
5...external warning device, 10...acceleration acqui-
sition unit,
12...vertical velocity calculation unit, 14...velocity re-
cording unit,
16...predicted value calculation unit, 18...first warn-
ing unit,
20...earthquake occurrence determination unit,
20a...flag storage region, 22...adjustment factor set-
ting unit,
24...general earthquake determination unit,
26...second warning unit, 30...vertical acceleration
sensor,
32...east-west acceleration sensor,
34...north-south acceleration sensor

MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0048] Embodiments of the present invention will be
explained below with reference to the drawings.

(First Embodiment)

1. Earthquake Prediction Device 1

[0049] An earthquake prediction device 1 of a first em-
bodiment will be explained with reference to FIG. 1. It is
to be noted that the first embodiment will be referred to
as the present embodiment in the sections below in which
the first embodiment is explained.
[0050] The earthquake prediction device 1 of the
present embodiment is a computer device including a
CPU, a ROM 1a, a RAM, and so on. The CPU and the
RAM are not illustrated in FIG. 1.
[0051] Connected to the earthquake prediction device
1 are an acceleration sensor device 3 and an external
warning device 5.
[0052] Among these, the acceleration sensor device 3
comprises three acceleration sensors (a vertical accel-
eration sensor 30, an east-west acceleration sensor 32,
and a north-south acceleration sensor 34) that detect a

ground motion as acceleration components in three di-
rections (vertical, east-west, and north-south) orthogonal
to each other.
[0053] In the present embodiment, observation points
are set up in a dispersed manner at areas where occur-
rence of an earthquake is expected, and the earthquake
prediction device 1 and the acceleration sensor device
3 are placed at each of the observation points. When a
seismic wave arrives at the observation points, the re-
spective sensors 30 to 34 each start detecting the cor-
responding acceleration component of the ground mo-
tion at each observation point, and the acceleration sen-
sor device 3 starts outputting analog signals indicating
the respective acceleration components.
[0054] The external warning device 5 is placed in a
place apart from the respective observation points, and
is connected to a plurality of the earthquake prediction
devices 1 placed at the respective observation points, so
as to be able to communicate with them via public lines.
[0055] Upon receipt of a warning signal from any of the
earthquake prediction devices 1, the external warning
device 5 performs a warning action such as output of a
warning sound and display of warning information.
[0056] Further, if the external warning device 5 works
in conjunction with, for example, a train control device,
upon receipt of the warning signal, the external warning
device 5 also can perform a warning action to instruct
the train control device to stop trains.
[0057] As shown in FIG. 1, the earthquake prediction
device 1 comprises an acceleration acquisition unit 10,
a vertical velocity calculation unit 12, a velocity recording
unit 14, a predicted value calculation unit 16, a first warn-
ing unit 18, and an earthquake occurrence determination
unit 20.
[0058] Functions of these respective units 10 to 20 are
fulfilled by the earthquake prediction device 1’s execution
of an earthquake warning process A stored in the ROM
1 a, which will be described later.
[0059] The acceleration acquisition unit 10 sequential-
ly inputs the analog signals indicating the acceleration
components in the three directions (vertical, east-west,
and north-south) outputted when the respective sensors
30 to 34 in the acceleration sensor device 3 detect the
ground motion, and samples these analog signals in each
sampling period set in advance.
[0060] Then, the acceleration acquisition unit 10 se-
quentially outputs digital signal generated by sampling
the analog signal indicating the vertical acceleration com-
ponent of the ground motion to the vertical velocity cal-
culation unit 12 and the earthquake occurrence determi-
nation unit 20.
[0061] Further, the acceleration acquisition unit 10 se-
quentially outputs digital signals generated by sampling
the analog signals indicating the acceleration component
in the east-west direction and the acceleration compo-
nent in the north-south direction to the earthquake oc-
currence determination unit 20.
[0062] In the present embodiment, the sampling period
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is set at 100 Hz, but is not limited to this. (A configuration
may be adopted in which the acceleration acquisition unit
10 is arranged in the acceleration sensor device 3 and
the digital signals are transmitted from the acceleration
sensor device 3 to the earthquake prediction device 1.)
Each time the vertical velocity calculation unit 12 inputs
the digital signal indicating the vertical acceleration com-
ponent of the ground motion from the acceleration ac-
quisition unit 10 in each sampling period, the vertical ve-
locity calculation unit 12 executes a process for integrat-
ing the acceleration component with respect to a sam-
pling time (1/100 seconds) to thereby sequentially calcu-
late a vertical velocity component (unit: kine) of the
ground motion.
[0063] Then, each time the vertical velocity calculation
unit 12 calculates the vertical velocity component of the
ground motion, the velocity recording unit 14 executes a
process for storing information relating to the velocity
component (hereinafter referred to as "vertical velocity
information".
[0064] Each time the vertical velocity calculation unit
12 calculates the vertical velocity component of the
ground motion, the predicted value calculation unit 16
sequentially calculates, on the basis of a prediction for-
mula, which will be described later, a predicted value
(MMIvp) indicating the intensity of earthquake shaking
on the MMI scale, using a maximum velocity value (Vu-
max), which is a maximum absolute value among abso-
lute values of the vertical velocity component in the ver-
tical velocity information recorded in the velocity record-
ing unit 14.
[0065] When the earthquake occurrence determina-
tion unit 20 determines that an earthquake is occurring,
the first warning unit 18 outputs the warning signal to the
external warning device 5 if the predicted value (MMIvp)
calculated by the predicted value calculation unit 16 is
determined to be larger than a warning reference value
(level 5.5 on the MMI scale) set in advance.
[0066] The earthquake occurrence determination unit
20 comprises a flag storage region 20a in which flag in-
formation used in the earthquake warning process A (see
FIG. 6) to be described later is stored. The flag informa-
tion indicates whether a ground motion has been detect-
ed at the observation point, i.e., whether an earthquake
is occurring now.
[0067] Each time the earthquake occurrence determi-
nation unit 20 inputs the digital signals, in each sampling
period, indicating the acceleration components of the
ground motion in the orthogonal three directions from the
acceleration acquisition unit 10, the earthquake occur-
rence determination unit 20 calculates the absolute value
of the acceleration obtained by vector-synthesizing these
acceleration components in the three directions.
[0068] Then, if the absolute value of this acceleration
is larger than an earthquake occurrence reference value
set in advance in order to determine whether an earth-
quake is occurring, the earthquake occurrence determi-
nation unit 20 executes a process for setting the flag in-

formation stored in the flag storage region 20a at "1".
[0069] In contrast, if the absolute value of this accel-
eration is equal to or smaller than the earthquake occur-
rence reference value, the earthquake occurrence deter-
mination unit 20 executes a process for setting the flag
information stored in the flag storage region 20a at "0".
Then, the earthquake occurrence determination unit 20
outputs the flag information stored in the flag storage
region 20a to the first warning unit 18.

2. Regarding Method of Calculating MMIvp

[0070] Next, an explanation will be given of the predic-
tion formula below used in the present embodiment.
[0071] The prediction formula: MMIvp=αvlog10(Vu-
max)+βv
[0072] This prediction formula is used to obtain the pre-
dicted value (MMIvp) indicating the intensity of earth-
quake shaking with an index value on the Modified Mer-
calli Intensity scale.
[0073] Vumax is the maximum absolute value among
the absolute values of the vertical velocity component of
the ground motion stored in the velocity recording unit 14.
[0074] As described above, when the vertical acceler-
ation sensor 30 starts detecting the ground motion, the
acceleration acquisition unit 10 sequentially inputs the
analog signal indicating the vertical acceleration compo-
nent of the ground motion outputted from the vertical ac-
celeration sensor 30.
[0075] Then, the vertical velocity calculation unit 12 se-
quentially calculates the vertical velocity component of
the ground motion, and the calculation results are se-
quentially stored in the velocity recording unit 14.
[0076] Thus, when calculating the predicted value
(MMIvp) using the above prediction formula, the predict-
ed value calculation unit 16 acquires the maximum ve-
locity value (Vumax) from the velocity recording unit 14.
[0077] On the other hand, αv and βv are coefficient
values calculated in advance using waveform data re-
corded by the K-NET, which is a seismic observation
network operated by the National Research Institute for
Earth Science and Disaster Prevention.
[0078] Regarding 2323 waveform data recorded by the
K-NET at 13 earthquakes that occurred in the past, a
maximum absolute value (kine) of a vertical velocity com-
ponent and an index value on the MMI scale for each
recorded waveform are obtained, and they are plotted
on a semilogarithmic graph with the horizontal axis de-
noting the maximum value and with the vertical axis de-
noting the index value. As a result, a relationship as
shown in FIG. 2 is obtained.
[0079] αv and βv are calculated as regression coeffi-
cients by regression analysis using the maximum abso-
lute value of the vertical velocity component in FIG. 2 as
an explanatory variable (X) and using the index value on
the MMI scale in FIG. 2 as a dependent variable (Y).
[0080] When the regression analysis is performed us-
ing the data of the ground motions of the earthquakes
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recorded by the K-NET, the result is Y=3.67log10X+3.72,
and thus, αv in the above prediction formula is set at
3.67, and βv is set at 3.72.
[0081] It is to be noted that, in order to indicate each
intensity of earthquake shaking with the index value on
the MMI scale, a calculation formula proposed in Non-
patent Document 1 by Wald et al. is used for calculation
of the index value (hereinafter referred to as a "calculated
value (MMIv)").
[0082] The calculation formula:
MMIv=αlog10(Vmax)+β
[0083] Here, Vmax is an absolute value of a maximum
velocity of a ground motion.
[0084] Further, α is 3.47, and β is 2.35.
[0085] Time history changes of the predicted value
(MMIvp) and the calculated value (MMIv) with respect to
time have been simulated on the basis of the seismic
waveform data recorded by the K-NET, using the above
prediction formula and the calculation formula, and the
simulation results have been compared with one another.
The comparison results will be explained next.
[0086] As shown in FIG. 3, among the 2323 cases of
the seismic waveform data that have been considered
here, the number of cases in which both the predicted
value (MMIvp) and the calculated value (MMIv) indicate
level 5.5 or larger by the index value on the MMI scale
is 299.
[0087] Among these, the number of cases in which the
predicted value (MMIvp) reached level 5.5 by the index
value on the MMI scale earlier than the calculated value
(MMIv) in the above simulation is 173, and in contrast,
the number of cases in which the calculated value (MMIv)
reached level 5.5 earlier is 126.
[0088] Upon further consideration of the seismic wave-
form data of the above 299 cases, as shown in FIG. 4, it
has been found that the number of the seismic waveform
data in which the predicted value (MMIvp) reached level
5.5 by the index value on the MMI scale earlier than the
calculated value (MMIv) by a range not less than 0 sec-
ond and less than 2 seconds is 92, and the like.
[0089] It has also been found that, on average, the pre-
dicted value (MMIvp) reached level 5.5 on the Modified
Mercalli Intensity scale about 4 seconds earlier than the
calculated value (MMIv).
Here, when a study is made on the seismic waveform
whose predicted value (MMIvp) and calculated value
(MMIv) both reach level 5.5 by the index value on the
MMI scale and whose maximum seismic intensity is level
9.5 by the index value on the MMI scale in the 2011 off
the Pacific coast of Tohoku Earthquake, at an initial stage
of the ground motion, the predicted value (MMIvp)
reached level 5.5 by the index value on the MMI scale
about 8 seconds earlier than the calculated value (MMIv),
as shown in FIG. 5B.
[0090] On the other hand, even in such an earthquake,
after elapse of 100 seconds or longer from occurrence
of the earthquake, the predicted value (MMIvp) and the
calculated value (MMIv) came to indicate values approx-

imately the same as each other, as shown in FIG. 5A.
[0091] That is, the earthquake prediction device 1 of
the present embodiment can predict early, at the time of
initial tremor of the ground motion, whether a destructive
shaking that requires warning will arrive, using the MMI
scale as a ground motion index.

3. Earthquake Warning Process

[0092] Next, an explanation will be given of the earth-
quake warning process A executed by the earthquake
prediction device 1 of the present embodiment with ref-
erence to FIG. 6.
[0093] The earthquake warning process A of the
present embodiment is started when a not-shown power
switch of the earthquake prediction device 1 is turned on,
and is subsequently executed repeatedly until the power
switch is turned off in each sampling period.
[0094] In the earthquake warning process A, an accel-
eration acquisition process of S10 is first executed.
In this S10, the acceleration acquisition unit 10 executes
a process for sequentially inputting, from the acceleration
sensor device 3, the analog signals indicating the accel-
eration components of the ground motion in the three
directions (east-west, north-south, vertical) detected by
the acceleration sensor device 3 and for sampling the
inputted analog signals.
[0095] Then, in this S10, a process is executed in which
the digital signal indicating the sampled vertical acceler-
ation component of the ground motion is outputted to the
vertical velocity calculation unit 12 and the earthquake
occurrence determination unit 20, and the digital signals
indicating the acceleration component in the east-west
direction and the acceleration component in the north-
south direction are outputted to the earthquake occur-
rence determination unit 20.
[0096] Next, a process for calculating velocity and
MMIvp of S12 is executed.
[0097] In this S12, the vertical velocity calculation unit
12 executes a process for calculating the vertical velocity
component of the ground motion from the vertical accel-
eration component of the ground motion indicated by the
digital signal from the acceleration acquisition unit 10.
[0098] Additionally, in this S12, the predicted value cal-
culation unit 16 executes a process for calculating the
predicted value (MMIvp) using the maximum velocity val-
ue (Vumax), which is the maximum absolute value
among the absolute values of the vertical velocity com-
ponent in the vertical velocity information recorded by
the velocity recording unit 14.
[0099] Next, in S14, the earthquake occurrence deter-
mination unit 20 executes a process for calculating an
acceleration of the ground motion at the observation point
from the acceleration components of the ground motion
in the three directions converted into the digital signals
by the acceleration acquisition unit 10.
[0100] Next, a process of S16 is executed.
[0101] In this S16, a process is executed in which
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whether an earthquake is occurring is determined.
[0102] In this S16, the first warning unit 18 executes a
process for, specifically, determining whether the flag
stored in the flag storage region 20a is "1" indicating that
an earthquake is occurring or "0" indicating a normal state
in which no earthquake is occurring.
[0103] In this S16, if the flag is determined to be "0",
i.e., "normal state", (S16: YES), a process of S18 is ex-
ecuted next. In S16, if the flag is determined to be "1",
i.e., "earthquake is occurring" (S16: NO), a process of
S22 is executed next.
[0104] In S18, a process for determining whether the
absolute value of the acceleration of the ground motion
at the observation point is larger than the above-de-
scribed earthquake occurrence reference value is exe-
cuted.
[0105] This S18 is executed by the earthquake occur-
rence determination unit 20.
[0106] In this S18, if the absolute value of the acceler-
ation of the ground motion is larger than the earthquake
occurrence reference value, i.e., if an earthquake is oc-
curring (S18: YES), a process for changing the flag stored
in the flag storage region 20a from "0" to "1" is executed
(S20). Then, the present earthquake warning process A
ends, and the processes of and after S10 are executed
again.
[0107] In contrast, if the absolute value of the acceler-
ation of the ground motion is smaller than the earthquake
occurrence reference value, i.e., if no earthquake is oc-
curring (S18: NO), the present earthquake warning proc-
ess A ends immediately, and the processes of and after
S10 are executed again.
[0108] Next, an explanation will be given of a process
of S22 executed when it is determined in S16 that the
flag is "1", i.e., "earthquake is occurring" (S16: NO).
[0109] In this S22, the first warning unit 18 executes a
process for determining whether the predicted value
(MMIvp) calculated in S12 is equal to or larger than the
warning reference value, which is a standard for warning,
i.e., whether the predicted value (MMIvp) is at level 5.5
or larger on the MMI scale.
[0110] If it is determined in this S22 that the predicted
value (MMIvp) is larger than the warning reference value,
it is found that, as described above, it is 4 seconds on
average before occurrence of the shaking of level 5.5 or
larger on the MMI scale at the observation point where
the earthquake prediction device 1 is placed.
[0111] Thus, if it is determined in S22 that the predicted
value (MMIvp) is at level 5.5 or larger on the MMI scale
(S22: YES), a process of S24 is executed next, where a
process for transmitting the warning signal from the first
warning unit 18 to the external warning device 5 is exe-
cuted. Then, after this S24, a process of S27 is executed.
[0112] In contrast, if it is determined in S22 that the
predicted value (MMIvp) is at level smaller than 5.5 on
the MMI scale (S22: NO), a process of S27 is executed
next.
[0113] In S27, contrary to S18, a process for determin-

ing whether the value of the acceleration of the ground
motion at the observation point is smaller than the earth-
quake occurrence reference value set in advance is ex-
ecuted.
[0114] This S27 is executed by the earthquake occur-
rence determination unit 20. In this S27, similarly to S18,
a process for determining whether the absolute value of
the acceleration of the ground motion at the observation
point is equal to or smaller than the above-described
earthquake occurrence reference value is executed.
[0115] In this S27, if the absolute value of the acceler-
ation of the ground motion is equal to or smaller than the
reference value (S27: YES), a process for changing the
flag stored in the flag storage region 20a from "1" to "0"
is executed (S28). Then, the present earthquake warning
process A ends, and the processes of and after S10 are
executed again.
[0116] In contrast, if the value of the acceleration of
the ground motion is larger than the reference value (S27:
NO), the present earthquake warning process A ends
immediately, and the processes of and after S10 are ex-
ecuted again.

4. Characteristic Effects of Earthquake Prediction Device 
of Present Embodiment

[0117] As described above, when the predicted value
(MMIvp) of the ground motion of the earthquake that oc-
curred in the past and the calculated value (MMIv) are
compared with each other, as shown in FIG. 5B, it has
been found that the predicted value (MMIvp) reached the
warning reference value earlier than the calculated value
(MMIv) at the time of initial tremor of the ground motion.
[0118] Consequently, with the earthquake prediction
device 1 of the present embodiment, it is possible to pre-
dict occurrence of an earthquake that requires warning
early at the time of initial tremor of the ground motion
using the MMI scale as the ground motion index.
[0119] Meanwhile, the earthquake prediction device 1
of the present embodiment predicts the intensity of the
earthquake shaking taking velocity of the ground motion
into consideration.
[0120] Thus, the earthquake prediction device 1 of the
present embodiment is most suitable as a device for pre-
dicting an earthquake in the railway or the like having a
lot of earth structures such as embankments, for exam-
ple.
[0121] That is, if the earthquake prediction device 1 of
the present embodiment is used as the device for pre-
dicting an earthquake in the railway or the like having a
lot of earth structures such as embankments, for exam-
ple, the earthquake prediction device 1 of the present
embodiment enables reduction of accidents, such as a
rollover of a train due to collapse of embankments or the
like, by stopping the train early using an automatic train
stop device at occurrence of an earthquake.
[0122] Besides, actions can be taken, such as stopping
an elevator and informing people of occurrence of an
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earthquake via TV or the like.
[0123] Moreover, in the earthquake prediction device
1 of the present embodiment, occurrence of an earth-
quake that requires warning is predicted early using the
MMI scale, and thus, prediction of an earthquake that is
easy to understand globally is possible.
[0124] Furthermore, in the earthquake prediction de-
vice 1 of the present embodiment, a warning is issued
only when the predicted value (MMIvp) is larger than the
earthquake occurrence reference value set in advance
(S22 → S24), and thus, a useless warning issued when
an earthquake that does not require a warning is occur-
ring can be inhibited.

(Second Embodiment)

[0125] Next, a second embodiment of the present in-
vention will be explained.
[0126] In the present embodiment, only differences
from the first embodiment will be explained. It is to be
noted that the second embodiment is referred to as the
present embodiment in the sections below in which the
second embodiment is explained.

1. Earthquake Prediction Device 1

[0127] As shown in FIG. 7, the earthquake prediction
device 1 of the present embodiment is different from the
earthquake prediction device 1 of the first embodiment
in that an adjustment factor setting unit 22 is provided.
[0128] In addition, the present embodiment is different
from the first embodiment in that an adjustment value γv
is added to the prediction formula for calculation of the
predicted value (MMIvp) to be used by the predicted val-
ue calculation unit 16.
[0129] The prediction formula: MMIvp=αvlog10(Vu-
max)+βv+γv
[0130] In the present embodiment, γv can be adjusted
between -1 and 1. As the adjustment factor setting unit
22, a turn-style adjustment knob is used, for example,
with which a value of γv can be adjusted by a manual
operation, i.e., by varying a turning amount, etc., of the
knob.
[0131] The predicted value calculation unit 16 calcu-
lates the predicted value (MMIvp) using a value set as
the adjustment value γv set by the adjustment factor set-
ting unit 22 and using the prediction formula including
such γv.
[0132] It is to be noted that the predicted value (MMIvp)
is calculated using the above prediction formula including
the above-described γv in S22 too, in the earthquake
warning process A executed by the earthquake predic-
tion device 1 of the present embodiment.

2. Regarding Adjustment Value γv

[0133] Next, a warning success rate and a cry-wolf
false warning rate will be explained with reference to FIG.

8.
The warning success rate and the cry-wolf false warning
rate are calculated using the data of the ground motions
of the earthquakes recorded by the K-NET.
[0134] The warning success rate is a rate of the earth-
quakes whose predicted value (MMIvp) is 5.5 or larger
among all the earthquakes whose calculated value
(MMIv) is 5.5 or larger.
[0135] The cry-wolf false warning rate is a rate of the
earthquakes whose calculated value (MMIv) is smaller
than 5.5 among all the earthquakes whose predicted val-
ue (MMIvp) is 5.5 or larger.
[0136] As shown in FIG. 8, the warning success rate
is higher as γv is closer to 1, and is approximately 100%
when γv is set at 1. In contrast, the warning success rate
is lower as γv is closer to -1, and is approximately 40%
when γv is set at -1.
[0137] On the other hand, the cry-wolf false warning
rate is lower as γv is closer to -1, and is approximately
0% when γv is set at -1. In contrast, the cry-wolf false
warning rate is higher as γv is close to 1, and is approx-
imately 40% when γv is set at 1.

3. Characteristic Effects of Earthquake Prediction Device 
of Present Embodiment

[0138] The earthquake prediction device 1 of the
present embodiment produces effects below in addition
to the effects produced by the earthquake prediction de-
vice 1 of the first embodiment.
[0139] When occurrence of an earthquake is predicted
early and a warning thereabout is issued using the earth-
quake prediction device 1 of the present embodiment,
following two demands from users are expected, for ex-
ample.
[0140] One demand expected is that a warning be is-
sued in every case when occurrence of an earthquake
that requires caution is predicted even if there are some
cases in which the prediction turns out to be incorrect,
regardless of whether the earthquake that requires cau-
tion is actually occurring. In this case, increase in the
warning success rate is desired.
[0141] The other demand expected is that a warning
not be issued when an earthquake that requires caution
is not occurring even if there are some cases in which
no warning is issued when an earthquake that requires
caution is occurring. In this case, decrease in the cry-
wolf false warning rate is desired.
[0142] Thus, in the earthquake prediction device 1 of
the present embodiment, the predicted value (MMIvp) to
be calculated is adjusted by adding γv in the prediction
formula, and the above two demands can thereby be met.
[0143] For example, when the warning reference value
is set at level 5.5 on the MMI scale and γv is set at -1,
the cry-wolf false warning rate is closer to 0%, and in
contrast, when γv is set at 1, the warning success rate is
closer to 100%, as shown in FIG. 8.
[0144] That is, when γv is set at 1, if occurrence of an
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earthquake that requires caution is predicted, a warning
is issued without exception regardless of whether the
earthquake that requires caution is actually occurring.
[0145] On the other hand, when γv is set at -1, there
are some cases in which no warning is issued when an
earthquake that requires caution is occurring, whereas
no case arises in which a warning is issued when an
earthquake that requires caution is not occurring.
[0146] Consequently, the earthquake prediction de-
vice 1 of the present embodiment enables a prediction
that meets the users’ demands.

(Correspondence Relationships)

[0147] The information relating to the vertical acceler-
ation component of the ground motion indicated by the
analog signal outputted from the vertical acceleration
sensor 30 of the above embodiment corresponds to one
example of vertical acceleration information of the
present invention.
[0148] The process executed by the acceleration ac-
quisition unit 10 in the process of S10 in the above em-
bodiment corresponds to one example of a vertical ac-
celeration acquisition unit set forth in the claims.
[0149] The process executed by the vertical velocity
calculation unit 12 in the process of S14 in the above
embodiment corresponds to one example of a vertical
velocity calculation unit set forth in the claims.
[0150] The process executed by the predicted value
calculation unit 16 in the process of S14 in the above
embodiment corresponds to one example of a predicted
value calculation unit set forth in the claims. The proc-
esses in which the first warning unit 18 transmits the
warning signal to the external warning device 5 in the
processes of S22 to S24 in the above embodiment cor-
respond to one example of a process in which a warning
unit issues a warning, which is set forth in the claims.

(Other Embodiments)

[0151] In the above embodiments, the acceleration
sensor device 3 has been explained as being a device
separate from the earthquake prediction device 1. How-
ever, the acceleration sensor device 3 may be incorpo-
rated into the earthquake prediction device 1.
[0152] In the above embodiments, the external warn-
ing device 5 has been explained as a device that can
communicate with the earthquake prediction device 1 via
public lines. However, the external warning device 5 may
be a warning device that is provided to the earthquake
prediction device 1 and emits a warning sound.
[0153] Further, as shown in FIG. 9, the earthquake pre-
diction device 1 may be designed to comprise a general
earthquake determination unit 24 that determines an
earthquake by a conventional determination method and
a second warning unit 26 that issues a warning based
on such a determination.
[0154] In this case, the second warning unit 26 exe-

cutes a process for issuing a warning to the external
warning device 5 when the general earthquake determi-
nation unit 24 determines that an earthquake is occurring.
[0155] Thus, in the earthquake prediction device 1 of
the present embodiment, the external warning device 5
issues a warning when occurrence of an earthquake is
determined by either the first warning unit 18 or the sec-
ond warning unit 26.
[0156] In this case, the adjustment factor setting unit
22 may be or may not be provided.
[0157] When the general earthquake determination
unit 24 and the second warning unit 26 are provided,
processes of S25 and S26 may be executed between
the processes of S24 and S27, as shown in FIG. 10.
[0158] In this case, in S25, it is determined whether an
earthquake is occurring by a conventional method. If it
is determined that an earthquake is occurring (S25:
YES), a process for issuing a second warning, which is
different from the early warning of the above embodi-
ment, is executed in S26.
[0159] The functions 10 to 26 of the respective units
constituting the earthquake prediction device 1 of the
present embodiment can be fulfilled by a computer to
which the acceleration sensor device 3 and the external
warning device 5 are connected by using a program
stored in the ROM 1a. This program may be used by
being loaded to the computer from the ROM 1a or a back-
up RAM, or may be used by being loaded to the computer
via a network.
[0160] Alternatively, this program may be used by be-
ing recorded on a recording medium of any forms read-
able by the computer. Such a recording medium includes,
for example, a portable semiconductor memory (e.g., a
USB memory, a memory card (registered trademark),
etc.).
[0161] The present invention is only required to be con-
sistent with the gist of the invention set forth in the claims,
and is not limited to the above embodiments.

Claims

1. An earthquake prediction device comprising:

a vertical acceleration acquisition unit (10, S10)
that sequentially acquires vertical acceleration
information indicating a vertical acceleration
component of a ground motion from a sensor
that detects the ground motion, when the sensor
starts detecting the ground motion;
a vertical velocity calculation unit (12, S12) that
sequentially calculates vertical velocity compo-
nent of the ground motion from the vertical ac-
celeration information acquired by the vertical
acceleration acquisition unit; and
a predicted value calculation unit (16, S12) that
calculates a predicted value (MMIvp) indicating
an intensity of earthquake shaking by an index
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value on the Modified Mercalli Intensity scale,
using a maximum absolute value among abso-
lute values of the velocity component sequen-
tially calculated by the vertical velocity calcula-
tion unit as a maximum velocity value (Vumax),
using a prediction formula below:

the prediction formula: MMIvp=αvlog10(Vu-
max)+βv
wherein αv and βv are regression coeffi-
cients calculated in advance by regression
analysis.

2. The earthquake prediction device according to claim
1, comprising an adjustment factor setting unit (22)
that adjusts an adjustment factor (γv),
wherein the predicted value calculation unit calcu-
lates the predicted value (MMIvp) using a prediction
formula below, in which the adjustment factor (γv) is
added:

the prediction formula: MMIvp=αvlog10(Vu-
max)+βv+γv.

3. The earthquake prediction device according to any
one of claims 1 and 2, comprising a warning unit (18,
S22-S24) that compares the predicted value
(MMIvp) calculated by the predicted value calcula-
tion unit and a warning reference value set in ad-
vance with each other, and issues a warning when
the predicted value (MMIvp) is larger than the warn-
ing reference value.

4. The earthquake prediction device according to claim
3, comprising an earthquake occurrence determina-
tion unit (20) that determines occurrence of an earth-
quake by presence/absence of the ground motion,
wherein the warning unit issues the warning when
the earthquake occurrence determination unit deter-
mines that the earthquake is occurring.
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