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(54) A control method of high efficient buck-boost switching regulator

(57) The present disclosure relates to methods and
circuits to achieve a buck-boost switching regulator that
allows changing operation modes without causing large
output ripples during transition of operation modes In-
creased error amplifier output voltage range over which
the converter stays in its present operating mode (buck
or boost or buck-boost), resulting in hysteresis between
error amplifier output voltage and output voltage). The

larger the hysteresis, the smaller will be the likeliness of
having to switch between modes. A first embodiment is
combining masking logic applied to signals driving the
switches of the switching regulator and offset feedback
to outputs of the error amplifier in order to providing hys-
teresis to suppress operation mode bounce and to min-
imize ripples while a second embodiment is monitoring
pulse width of PWM pulses by a pulse width checker.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present document relates to DC-to-DC
converters. In particular, the present document relates
to control methods of buck-boost switching regulators
and related circuits which can regulate output voltage at
higher and lower voltage than the input voltage.

Background

[0002] The classical buck-boost control uses only one
PWM control signal and employs only 1 operation mode.
It suffers poor conversion efficiency due to its high switch
driving loss and high inductor current requirement.
[0003] A recent buck-boost converter employs differ-
ent operation modes, and use more than one PWM con-
trol signal. Patent (U.S.6, 166,527 to Dwelley et al.) de-
scribes 3 mode operations comprising a buck, a buck-
boost and a boost mode. This improves the efficiency,
but it still has efficiency issue in the buck-boost mode. In
this mode, all four switches have to work, and driving loss
of switches is still high, and reduces the efficiency at light
load condition.
[0004] Another recent buck-boost converter (US Pat-
ent Publication 2012/0146594 A1 to Kobayashi) employs
5 operation modes, which have a buck, a half-frequency
buck, a half-frequency buck-boost, a half-frequency-
boost, and a boost mode, and has ability to reduce the
switching frequency in half. This improves the efficiency
when input voltage is close to the output voltage while it
maintains regulation performance.
[0005] These buck-boost converters using different
operation modes might have a mode bounce issue which
occurs at the transition of two operation modes. If the
mode bounce occurs, the converter goes back and forth
between two operation modes and looks unstable as
shown in Fig. 1 prior art. Fig. 1 prior art shows from
top down a signal at LX1 node, a signal at LX2 node and
an inductor current. The switching nodes LX1 and LX2
are located at a first and a second terminal of the inductor
as shown in Fig. 5. As a result, starting with an operation
mode change, the output voltage suffers from significant
ripples and the efficiency is degraded. To avoid the mode
bounce, there needs a large offset voltage on the error
amplifier output as shown in Fig. 3a prior art when the
operation mode changes and it causes a large output
ripple during the transition. Fig. 2 prior art shows from
top down the signal at LX1 node, the signal at LX2 node,
the output voltage, and an inductor current when a mode
change occurs.
[0006] Fig. 5 prior art shows a prior art buck-boost
switching configuration having 4 switches S1-S4. Ac-
cording to the switching state, this can be a buck topol-
ogy having two switches S1-S2 as shown in Fig. 6a prior
art or a boost topology having two switches S3-S4.as
shown in Fig. 6b prior art..

[0007] It is a challenge for the designers of buck-boost
switching regulators to suppress operation mode bounce
and minimize ripples/glitch when an operation mode
change is required.

Summary of the invention

[0008] A principal object of the present disclosure is to
ensure that changing operation modes doesn’t cause
large output ripples during and after transition.
[0009] Another principal object of the present disclo-
sure is to reduce the need to switch operation modes and
improve the efficiency in such conditions.
[0010] A further object of the disclosure is to avoid
miss-triggering of switching between modes (increasing
the robustness of the system).
[0011] A further object of the disclosure is to implement
increased error amplifier output voltage range over which
the converter stays in its present operating mode (buck
or boost or buck-boost), resulting in hysteresis between
error amplifier output voltage and output voltage. The
larger the hysteresis, the smaller will be the likeliness of
having to switch between modes.
[0012] A further object of the disclosure is to minimize
the mode bounce by staying in a current mode as long
as possible. It results in hysteresis where the mode
change occurs.
[0013] A further object of the disclosure is to reduce
switching losses and ripple resulting from mode changes
by reducing mode bounce.
[0014] A further object of the disclosure is to reduce
the output ripple during the mode transition by:

- Reducing the offset by shifting the buck to buck-
boost transition to larger and the boost to buck-boost
transition to smaller error amplifier output voltages,
and

- Reducing the likeliness to switch modes by staying
longer within one mode by shifting the transition point
from boost to buck-boost to smaller and from buck
to buck-boost to larger error amplifier voltages.

[0015] A further object of the disclosure is to make the
converter more tolerant for the switching noise injection
to the error amplifier output.
[0016] In accordance with the objects of this disclosure
a method to suppress operation mode bounce of a buck-
boost switching regulator and have low ripple/glitch when
a mode change is required has been disclosed. The
method disclosed comprises the steps of: providing the
buck-boost switching regulator comprising an error am-
plifier, PWM pulse generators, and logic circuits driving
switches of the buck-boost regulator, and combining
masking logic applied to signals driving the switches of
the switching regulator and offset feedback to outputs of
the error amplifier in order to providing hysteresis to sup-
press operation mode bounce by staying in an actual
mode as long as possible and to minimize ripples when
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a change of an operation mode is required.
[0017] In accordance with the objects of this disclosure
a method to suppress operation mode bounce of a buck-
boost switching regulator and have low ripple/glitch when
a mode change is required has been disclosed. The
method disclosed comprises the steps of: providing the
buck-boost switching regulator comprising an error am-
plifier, PWM pulse generators, offset voltage control, and
logic circuits driving switches of the buck-boost regulator
and reducing the offset voltage by shifting a buck to buck-
boost transition to larger and the boost to buck-boost
transition to smaller error amplifier output voltages,
wherein until a mode transition is performed, an offset
voltage is added to an output of the error amplifier via
the offset voltage control so that undesired PWM pulse
is not generated.
[0018] In accordance with the objects of this disclosure
a method to suppress operation mode bounce of a buck-
boost switching regulator and have low ripple/glitch when
a mode change is required has been disclosed. The
method disclosed comprises the steps of: providing a
buck-boost switching regulator comprising an error am-
plifier, PWM pulse generators, a pulse width checker,
and logic circuits driving switches of the buck-boost reg-
ulator, and combining state control of mode transition by
monitoring pulse width of PWM pulses generated by the
PWM pulse generators by the pulse width checker and
offset feedback to outputs of the error amplifier in order
to providing hysteresis to suppress operation mode
bounce and to minimize ripples when a change of an
operation mode is required, wherein the monitoring re-
sults are provided by the pulse-width checker to the logic
circuits driving the switches.
[0019] In accordance with the objects of this disclosure
a buck-boost switching regulator configured to suppress
operation mode bounce having low ripple/glitch when a
mode change is required has been disclosed. The buck-
boost switching regulator firstly comprises: an error am-
plifier having inputs and an output, wherein a first input
is an output voltage of the regulator, a second input is a
reference voltage, and the output is an input of an offset
voltage block, said offset voltage block enlarging an out-
put voltage range of the error having an input and outputs
wherein the input is an output from a masking logic block
or an output from a logic circuit block and a first output
is a first input to a first PWM pulse generator and a second
output is a first input of a second PWM pulse generator,
the first PWM generator receiving ramp signals as sec-
ond input and providing buck PWM signals to the logic
circuit block, and the second PWM generator receiving
ramp signals as second input and providing boost PWM
signals to a logic circuit block. Furthermore the buck-
boost switching regulator disclosed comprises said logic
circuit block generating signals driving switches of the
switching regulator providing output to a masking logic
block, and said masking logic block configured to support
operation mode transitions by masking PWM pulses and
skipping PWM pulses in order to provide hysteresis in

order to reduce ac number of operation mode transitions.
[0020] In accordance with the objects of this disclosure
a buck-boost switching regulator configured to suppress
operation mode bounce having low ripple/glitch when a
mode change is required has been disclosed. The buck-
boost switching regulator firstly comprises: an error am-
plifier having inputs and an output, wherein a first input
is an output voltage of the regulator, a second input is a
reference voltage, and the output is an input of an offset
voltage block, said offset voltage block enlarging an out-
put voltage range of the error having an input and outputs
wherein the input is an output from a logic circuit block
and a first output is a first input to a first PWM pulse
generator and a second output is a first input of a second
PWM pulse generator, the first PWM generator receiving
ramp signals as second input and providing PWM signals
to a pulse width checker and to the logic circuit block,
and the second PWM generator receiving ramp signals
as second input and providing PWM signals to a pulse
width checker and to the logic circuit block. Furthermore
the buck-boost switching regulator disclosed comprises
said pulse width checker configured to perform state con-
trol by monitoring pulse width of the PWM pulses gener-
ated by said first and second PWM generators, wherein
the output of the pulse width checker is an input of said
logic circuit block and said logic circuit block generating
signals driving switches of the switching regulator pro-
viding output to a masking logic block and providing offset
voltage to the offset voltage block.

Description of the drawings

[0021] The invention is explained below in an exem-
plary manner with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein

Fig. 1 prior art illustrates a plot of an operation mode
bounce between boost and buck-boost.

Fig. 2 prior art shows output ripple during an oper-
ation mode transition.

Fig. 3a prior art shows the behavior of buck, buck-
boost and boost transitions of prior art.

Fig. 3b shows the behavior of buck, buck-boost and
boost transitions of the present disclosure.

Fig. 4a prior art shows noise influence on the op-
eration mode.

Fig. 4b shows noise influence on the operation mode
with a regulator of the present disclosure.

Fig. 5 prior art shows a prior art buck-boost switch-
ing configuration.

Fig. 6a prior art shows a buck switching configura-
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tion.

Fig. 6b prior art shows a boost switching configu-
ration.

Fig. 7 prior art depicts a prior-art control method of
a buck-boost regulator.

Fig. 8 illustrates state transition diagrams for transi-
tions between buck, buck-boost, and boost opera-
tion modes according to one embodiment of the
present disclosure.

Fig. 9 illustrates a block diagram of a buck-boost
regulator of a preferred embodiment of the present
disclosure

Fig. 10 shows a state transition diagram of the
present disclosure.

Fig. 11 depicts a buck-boost comprising a pulse
width checker which outputs are used to decide the
switching state of the regulator.

Fig. 12 shows a flowchart of a method combining
masking logic and offset feedback to provide hyster-
esis to suppress mode bounce of a buck-boost reg-
ulator and have low ripple/glitch when a mode
change is required.

Description of the preferred embodiments

[0022] Methods and circuits to minimize the operation
mode bounce by staying in one operation mode as long
as possible are disclosed. It results in hysteresis when
operation mode change is about to occur.
[0023] An essential feature of the disclosure is in-
creased error amplifier output voltage range over which
the converter stays in its present operating mode (buck
or boost or buck-boost), resulting in hysteresis between
error amplifier output voltage and output voltage). The
larger the hysteresis, the smaller will be the likeliness of
having to switch between modes.
[0024] Figs. 3a prior art and 3b compare the behavior
of buck, buck-boost and boost mode transitions of a buck-
boost regulator of prior art (Fig. 3a prior art) and of an
improved converter (Fig. 3b) of the present disclosure
by illustrating output voltage versus error amplifier output
voltage in transitions from buck to buck-boost and to
boost operation mode.
[0025] The buck-boost converter disclosed minimizes
the mode bounce by staying in an actual mode as long
as possible as shown in Fig. 3b. It results in strong hys-
teretic operation of mode changes. Furthermore the off-
set of the output voltage is reduced by shifting the buck
to buck-boost transition to larger and the boost to buck-
boost transition to smaller error amplifier voltages.
[0026] The offset from buck-boost to boost looks higher

in Fig. 3b. However, it can be small by shifting the buck-
boost to boost transition to smaller error amplifier voltage
as long as the mode bounce is suppressed.
[0027] It should be noted that the likeliness to switch
operation modes by staying longer within one mode by
shifting the transition point from boost to buck-boost to
smaller and from buck to buck-boost to higher error am-
plifier voltages.
[0028] If larger ripples can be tolerated, one may also
shift the transition point from buck-boost to buck to small-
er and the transition point from buck-boost to boost to
larger error amplifier outputs.
[0029] The converter disclosed is more tolerant for the
switching noise injection to the error amplifier output com-
pared to prior art. Fig. 4a prior art shows noise influence
on the operation mode. As shown in Fig. 4 prior art the
noise injection mis-triggers the mode change, and the
mode changes back to the correct one. Fig. 4b shows
noise influence on the operation mode with a regulator
of the present disclosure. If the mode change is mis-trig-
gered the converter disclosed keeps operating in the next
mode and the mode bounce does not occur as shown in
Fig. 4a prior art.
[0030] Fig. 7 prior art depicts a prior-art control meth-
od of a buck-boost regulator. The error amplifier 70 com-
pares the output voltage Vout and the reference voltage
Vref, and offset voltage is added by an offset voltage
control block 71 on the error amplifier output. The PWM
comparators 71 and 72 generate PWM signals for buck
and boost by comparing the error amplifier output and
the ramp signals. The logic circuit block 74 controls the
offset voltage addition and drives signals for the four
switches S1-S4.
[0031] It should be noted that in the present disclosure
the transition points, compared to prior art, are signifi-
cantly different according to which mode to which mode
a transition is performed and it results in hysteresis on
the error amplifier output.
[0032] Fig. 9 illustrates a block diagram of a preferred
embodiment of the present disclosure. .A masking logic
block 90, which masks the boost PWM pulses from the
logic circuit block 74 in the buck mode and the buck PWM
pulses from the logic circuit block 74 in the boost mode
until the mode change to the buck-boost occurs. The
masking logic block 90 is a key feature of the buck-boost
regulator of the present disclosure. The logic circuit block
74 also provides the offset voltage for the offset voltage
block 71 biasing the output of the error amplifier 70. The
PWM1 and PWM2 generators are dedicated to generat-
ing buck or boost pulses, one PWM generator is for buck
and the other PWM generator is for boost.
[0033] The offset voltage control signals could alterna-
tively be provided by the logic circuits 74 of Fig. 9 instead
of the masking logic block 90.
[0034] Fig. 8 illustrates state transition diagrams for
transitions between buck, buck-boost, and boost opera-
tion modes according to one embodiment of the present
disclosure as shown in Fig. 9. In this embodiment the
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boost PWM pulses are masked in the buck mode and
the buck PWM pulses are masked in the boost mode
until the mode change to the buck-boost occurs.
[0035] For example, the mode change is triggered ac-
cording to Fig. 8 as follows:

• Transition from buck to buck-boost mode is per-
formed by::

Masking the boost PWM pulse until the buck
PWM pulse is skipped in the buck mode.

• Transition from buck-boost to buck mode is per-
formed by:

Skipping the boost PWM pulse in the buck-boost
mode

• Transition from buck-boost to boost mode is per-
formed by:

Skipping the buck PWM pulse in the buck-boost
mode

• Transition from boost to buck-boost mode is per-
formed by:

Masking the buck PWM pulse is masked until
the boost PWM pulse is skipped in the boost
mode.

[0036] Another embodiment of the disclosure is an off-
set voltage control as shown in Fig. 10. In summary, the
offset voltage is reduced by shifting the buck to buck-
boost transition to larger and the boost to buck-boost
transition to smaller error amplifier output voltages.
[0037] Until a mode transition is performed, as shown
in Fig. 9, an offset voltage is added to the output of error
amplifier 70 via the offset voltage block 71 so that the
undesired PWM pulse is not generated.
For example,

1. Transition from buck to buck-boost mode: The
mode change occurs when the buck PWM pulse is
skipped in the buck mode. Until that, a negative offset
voltage is added to the error amplifier output for the
boost PWM comparator so that the boost PMW is
not generated. Once the mode transition actually
starts, the offset is removed and the boost PWM
starts to be generated.

2. Transition from boost to buck-boost mode: The
mode change occurs when the boost PWM pulse is
skipped in the boost mode. Until that, a positive offset
voltage is added on the error amplifier output for the
buck PWM comparator so that the buck PMW is not
generated. Once the mode transition starts, the off-
set is removed and the buck PWM starts to be gen-

erated.

[0038] In the buck-boost mode no offset voltage is ap-
plied.
[0039] It should be noted that the transition points are
reached when a buck/boost PWM pulse is naturally
skipped when predefined transition points are reached
by the control loop.
[0040] The state transition diagram of Fig. 10 shows
that, in case the regulator is in buck mode, in order to
delay a transition to buck-boost mode a negative offset
voltage is applied.to the output of the error amplifier 71
to mask boost pulses. In order to delay a transition from
buck-boost mode to buck mode a positive offset voltage
is applied to the output of the error amplifier 71 to mask
buck pulses.
[0041] Furthermore, in case the regulator is in boost
mode, in order to delay a transition to buck-boost mode
a negative offset voltage is applied.to the output of the
error amplifier 71 to mask boost pulses. In order to delay
a transition from buck-boost mode to buck mode a pos-
itive offset voltage is applied to the output of the error
amplifier 71 to mask buck pulses.
[0042] Another embodiment of the disclosure is a state
control by monitoring the pulse width instead of masking
pulses when a transition might be required. The mode
change threshold is given by the PWM pulse width, and
the switching state is controlled by the logic circuits de-
pending on the PWM pulse width, which are outputs of
the pulse width checker 110 as shown in Fig.
[0043] The pulse width checker 110 defines the tran-
sition points. When the PWM pulse width crosses the
transition point, the mode change is triggered. The hys-
teresis can be implemented by having different pulse
widths that trigger the transition. Once the mode change
is triggered, the logic circuits control the offset voltages
to change the operation mode.
[0044] Fig. 12 shows a flowchart of a method to sup-
press operation mode bounce of a buck-boost regulator
and have low ripple/glitch when a mode change is re-
quired. A first step 120 depicts a provision of a buck-
boost switching regulator comprising an error amplifier,
PWM pulse generators, and logic circuits driving switch-
es of the buck-boost regulator. The next step 121 shows
combining masking logic applied to signals driving the
switches of the switching regulator and offset feedback
to outputs of the error amplifier in order to providing hys-
teresis to suppress operation mode bounce and to min-
imize ripples when a change of an operation mode is
required.
[0045] While the invention has been particularly shown
and described with reference to the preferred embodi-
ments thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in
the art that various changes in form and details may be
made without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention.
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Claims

1. A method to suppress operation mode bounce of a
buck-boost switching regulator and have low rip-
ple/glitch when a mode change is required, the meth-
od comprising the steps of:

(1) providing the buck-boost switching regulator
comprising an error amplifier, PWM pulse gen-
erators, and logic circuits driving switches of the
buck-boost regulator; and
(2) combining masking logic applied to signals
driving the switches of the switching regulator
and offset feedback to outputs of the error am-
plifier in order to providing hysteresis to sup-
press operation mode bounce by staying in an
actual mode as long as possible and to minimize
ripples when a change of an operation mode is
required.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein for a transition from
buck mode to buck-boost mode error amplifier output
voltages are shifted to higher values and for a boost
mode to buck-boost mode transition the error ampli-
fier output voltages, are shifted to lower values

3. The method of claim 1, wherein a transition from buck
mode to buck-boost mode is performed by masking
boost PWM pulse until buck PWM pulse are skipped
in the buck mode.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein a transition from
buck-boost mode to buck mode is performed by skip-
ping boost PWM pulses, or wherein a transition from
buck-boost mode to boost mode is performed by
skipping buck PWM pulses.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein a transition from
boost mode to buck-boost mode is performed by
masking buck PWM pulses until boost PWM pulse
are skipped in the buck mode.

6. A method to suppress operation mode bounce of a
buck-boost switching regulator and have low rip-
ple/glitch when a mode change is required, the meth-
od comprising the steps of:

(1) providing the buck-boost switching regulator
comprising an error amplifier, PWM pulse gen-
erators, offset voltage control, and logic circuits
driving switches of the buck-boost regulator; and
(2) reducing the offset voltage by shifting a buck
to buck-boost transition to larger and the boost
to buck-boost transition to smaller error amplifier
output voltages, wherein until a mode transition
is performed, an offset voltage is added to an
output of the error amplifier via the offset voltage
control so that undesired PWM pulse is not gen-

erated.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein a transition from buck
mode to buck-boost mode occurs when the buck
PWM pulse is skipped in the buck mode and until
that, a negative offset voltage is added to the error
amplifier output for a boost PWM comparator so that
boost PMW pulses are not generated and once the
mode transition actually starts, the offset is removed
and boost PWM pulses start to be generated.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein a transition from
boost mode to buck-boost mode occurs when the
boost PWM pulse is skipped in the boost mode and
until that, a positive offset voltage is added to the
error amplifier output for a buck PWM comparator
so that buck PMW pulses are not generated and
once the mode transition actually starts, the offset is
removed and buck PWM pulses start to be generat-
ed.

9. The method of claim 6, where in the buck-boost
mode no offset voltage is applied.

10. A method to suppress operation mode bounce of a
buck-boost regulator and have low ripple/glitch when
a mode change is required, the method comprising
the steps of:

(1) providing a buck-boost switching regulator
comprising an error amplifier, PWM pulse gen-
erators, a pulse width checker, and logic circuits
driving switches of the buck-boost regulator; and
(2) combining state control of mode transition
by monitoring pulse width of PWM pulses gen-
erated by the PWM pulse generators by the
pulse width checker and offset feedback to out-
puts of the error amplifier in order to providing
hysteresis to suppress operation mode bounce
and to minimize ripples when a change of an
operation mode is required, wherein the moni-
toring results are provided by the pulse-width
checker to the logic circuits driving the switches.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the pulse width
checker defines transition points of the change of
the operation modes, wherein when the PWM pulse
width crosses the transition point, the mode change
is triggers and the hysteresis can be implemented
by having different pulse widths where the transition
is triggered and once the mode change is triggered,
the logic circuits control the offset voltages to change
the operation mode.

12. A buck-boost switching regulator configured to sup-
press operation mode bounce having low rip-
ple/glitch when a mode change is required compris-
ing:

9 10 
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- an error amplifier having inputs and an output,
wherein a first input is an output voltage of the
regulator, a second input is a reference voltage,
and the output is an input of an offset voltage
block;
- said offset voltage block enlarging an output
voltage range of the error having an input and
outputs wherein the input is an output from a
masking logic block or an output from a logic
circuit block and a first output is a first input to a
first PWM pulse generator and a second output
is a first input of a second PWM pulse generator;
- the first PWM generator receiving ramp signals
as second input and providing buck PWM sig-
nals to the logic circuit block;
- the second PWM generator receiving ramp sig-
nals as second input and providing boost PWM
signals to a logic circuit block;
- said logic circuit block generating signals driv-
ing switches of the switching regulator providing
output to a masking logic block; and
- said masking logic block configured to support
operation mode transitions by masking PWM
pulses and skipping PWM pulses in order to pro-
vide hysteresis in order to reduce ac number of
operation mode transitions.

13. The buck-boost switching regulator of claim 12,
wherein for a transition from buck mode to buck-
boost mode error amplifier output voltages are shift-
ed to higher values and for a boost mode to buck-
boost mode transition the error amplifier output volt-
ages, are shifted to lower values.

14. The buck-boost switching regulator of claim 12,
wherein a transition from buck mode to buck-boost
mode is performed by masking boost PWM pulse
until buck PWM pulse are skipped in the buck mode.

15. The buck-boost switching regulator of claim 12,
wherein a transition from buck-boost mode to buck
mode is performed by skipping boost PWM pulses
or wherein a transition from buck-boost mode to
boost mode is performed by skipping buck pulses.

16. The buck-boost switching regulator of claim 12,
wherein a transition from boost mode to buck-boost
mode is performed by masking buck PWM pulses
until boost PWM pulse are skipped in the buck mode.

17. A buck-boost switching regulator configured to sup-
press operation mode bounce having low rip-
ple/glitch when a mode change is required compris-
ing:

- an error amplifier having inputs and an output,
wherein a first input is an output voltage of the
regulator, a second input is a reference voltage,

and the output is an input of an offset voltage
block;
- said offset voltage block enlarging an output
voltage range of the error having an input and
outputs wherein the input is an output from a
logic circuit block and a first output is a first input
to a first PWM pulse generator and a second
output is a first input of a second PWM pulse
generator;
- the first PWM generator receiving ramp signals
as second input and providing PWM signals to
a pulse width checker and to the logic circuit
block;
- the second PWM generator receiving ramp sig-
nals as second input and providing PWM signals
to a pulse width checker and to the logic circuit
block;
- said pulse width checker configured to perform
state control by monitoring pulse width of the
PWM pulses generated by said first and second
PWM generators, wherein the output of the
pulse width checker is an input of said logic cir-
cuit block; and
- said logic circuit block generating signals driv-
ing switches of the switching regulator providing
output to a masking logic block and providing
offset voltage to the offset voltage block.

18. The buck-boost switching regulator of claim 17,
wherein said pulse width checker is configured to
define the transition points wherein when the PWM
pulse width crosses the transition point, the mode
change is triggered and wherein the hysteresis is
implemented by having different pulse widths in or-
der to trigger the transition is triggered and once the
mode change is triggered, the logic circuits are con-
figured to control the offset voltages to change the
operation mode.
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