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(54) Synthetic jet driven cooling device with increased volumetric flow

(57) A synthetic jet driven cooling device 50 includes
at least one synthetic jet actuator 10 to generate and
project a series of fluid vortices. A manifold 54 coupled
to the synthetic jet actuator(s) 10 receives the fluid vor-
tices and generates a primary air stream. An air amplifier
(58) connected to the manifold (54) by a connecting pipe
56 receives the primary air stream. The air amplifier 54
includes an air intake 64 oriented perpendicular to the
connecting pipe 56 and an air outlet 66 positioned oppo-

site the air intake 64, with a venturi section 62 positioned
between the air intake 64 and air outlet 66 that has a
diameter smaller than the air intake diameter. A low pres-
sure region in a center of the venturi section 62 entrains
a surrounding air in through the air intake 64 to generate
a secondary air stream that combines with the primary
air stream to generate a combined air flow that flows
through the venturi 62 and exits the air outlet 66.
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Description

[0001] Various embodiments of the invention relate
generally to synthetic jet devices and, more particularly,
to an apparatus for increasing the volumetric flow rate
and heat transfer rate of synthetic jet devices.
[0002] Synthetic jet actuators are a widely-used tech-
nology that generates a synthetic jet of fluid to influence
the flow of that fluid over a surface to disperse heat away
therefrom. A typical synthetic jet actuator comprises a
housing defining an internal chamber. An orifice is
present in a wall of the housing. The actuator further in-
cludes a mechanism in or about the housing for period-
ically changing the volume within the internal chamber
so that a series of fluid vortices are generated and pro-
jected in an external environment out from the orifice of
the housing. Examples of volume changing mechanisms
may include, for example, a piston positioned in the jet
housing to move fluid in and out of the orifice during re-
ciprocation of the piston or a flexible diaphragm as a wall
of the housing. The flexible diaphragm is typically actu-
ated by a piezoelectric actuator or other appropriate
means.
[0003] Typically, a control system is used to create
time-harmonic motion of the volume changing mecha-
nism. As the mechanism decreases the chamber volume,
fluid is ejected from the chamber through the orifice. As
the fluid passes through the orifice, sharp edges of the
orifice separate the flow to create vortex sheets that roll
up into vortices. These vortices move away from the edg-
es of the orifice under their own self-induced velocity. As
the mechanism increases the chamber volume, ambient
fluid is drawn into the chamber from large distances from
the orifice. Since the vortices have already moved away
from the edges of the orifice, they are not affected by the
ambient fluid entering into the chamber. As the vortices
travel away from the orifice, they synthesize a jet of fluid,
i.e., a "synthetic jet."
[0004] One drawback of typical synthetic jet devices is
that they generate very low flow rates, so as to only pro-
vide for a corresponding low heat transfer rate. This low
heat transfer rate can be problematic for systems and
devices that require high rates of heat dissipation. Par-
ticularly in electronics packages, the rise in heat dissipa-
tion levels associated with increasingly powerful
processing system has resulted in the need for improved
cooling rates that typical synthetic jet devices may not
be able to meet. In the microelectronics industry, for ex-
ample, advances in technology have brought about an
increase in transistor density and faster electronic chips,
such that the heat flux that must be dissipated to maintain
reasonable chip temperatures has also risen. While in-
creasing the size and/or number of synthetic jet devices
to meet these increased cooling requirements is possi-
ble, it is recognized that there are often severe volume
constraints imposed on any cooling systems implement-
ed to cool such electronic packages.
[0005] Accordingly, there is a need for a system for

cooling heat-producing devices in an efficient manner.
There is a further need for such a system to have minimal
space requirements and provide an increase in the cool-
ing flow rate.
[0006] Various embodiments of the invention thus ad-
dress the aforementioned drawbacks by providing a syn-
thetic jet driven cooling device that provides an increased
cooling flow rate. The synthetic jet driven cooling device
incorporates a package through which a fluid stream is
routed and is subjected to coanda and venturi effects to
increase a flow rate of the fluid stream so as to provide
increased cooling capability.
[0007] In accordance with one aspect of the invention,
a synthetic jet driven cooling device includes at least one
synthetic jet actuator configured to generate and project
a series of fluid vortices through an orifice thereof and a
manifold coupled to the at least one synthetic jet actuator
so as to receive the series of fluid vortices from the orifice
of the at least synthetic jet actuator, the series of fluid
vortices from the at least one synthetic jet actuator gen-
erating a primary air stream. The synthetic jet driven cool-
ing device also includes an air amplifier connected to the
manifold by way of a connecting pipe so as to receive
the primary air stream, with the air amplifier further com-
prising an air intake positioned at a first end of the air
amplifier and having a first diameter, with the air intake
being oriented perpendicular to an outlet of the connect-
ing pipe, an air outlet positioned at a second end of the
air amplifier opposite from the first end, and a venturi
section positioned between the air intake and the air out-
let and having a second diameter that is less than the
first diameter. A low pressure region in a center of the
venturi section entrains a surrounding air in through the
air intake to generate a secondary air stream, the sec-
ondary air stream combining with the primary air stream
to provide a combined air flow that flows through the ven-
turi and exits the air outlet.
[0008] In accordance with another aspect of the inven-
tion, a hybrid coanda-venturi cooling device includes at
least one synthetic jet actuator configured to generate
and project a series of fluid vortices out from an orifice
thereof, a manifold coupled to the at least one synthetic
jet actuator so as to receive the series of fluid vortices
therefrom and generate a primary air stream, and an air
amplifier connected to the manifold so as to receive the
primary air stream, the air amplifier comprising a venturi
section having a reduced cross-sectional area as com-
pared to an air intake of the air amplifier. A coanda effect
acting on the primary air stream as it enters the air am-
plifier and a venturi effect caused by the venturi section
of the air amplifier causes a fluid surrounding the air in-
take to be entrained into the air intake to generate a sec-
ondary air stream, the secondary air stream combining
with the primary air stream to provide a combined air flow
that exits an air outlet of the air amplifier.
[0009] In accordance with yet another aspect of the
invention, a method of manufacturing a synthetic jet cool-
ing device includes providing one or more synthetic jet
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actuators each configured to generate and project a se-
ries of fluid vortices out from an orifice thereof, coupling
a manifold to the one or more synthetic jet actuators so
as to receive the series of fluid vortices from the orifices
of the synthetic jet actuators and generate a primary air
stream therefrom, and connecting an air amplifier to the
manifold by way of a connecting pipe so as to receive
the primary air stream from the manifold, with the air am-
plifier comprising a venturi section having a reduced
cross-sectional area as compared to an air intake of the
air amplifier. Connection of the air amplifier to the syn-
thetic jet stack generates an air flow output from the air
amplifier having a higher velocity and volumetric flow rate
than the primary air stream generated from the one or
more synthetic jet actuators.
[0010] Various advantages and features will be more
readily understood from the following detailed description
of preferred embodiments of the invention that is provid-
ed in connection with the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 is a cross-section of a synthetic jet actuator
with a control system.

FIG. 2 is a cross-section of the synthetic jet actuator
of FIG. 1 depicting the jet as the control system caus-
es the plates to travel inward, toward the orifice.

FIG. 3 is a cross-section of the synthetic jet actuator
of FIG. 1 depicting the jet as the control system caus-
es the plates to travel outward, away from the orifice.

FIGS. 4 and 5 are block schematic diagrams of a
synthetic jet driven cooling device according to an
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 6 is a block schematic diagram illustrating fluid
flows generated by the synthetic jet driven cooling
device of FIGS. 4 and 5.

FIG. 7 is a block schematic diagram of a synthetic
jet driven cooling device according to an embodi-
ment of the invention.

[0011] Referring to FIGS. 1-3, a synthetic jet actuator
or device 10, and the operation thereof, that may be used
with embodiments of the invention is shown for purposes
of describing the general operation of a synthetic jet ac-
tuator. The synthetic jet actuator 10 includes a housing
12 defining and enclosing an internal chamber 14. The
housing 12 and chamber 14 can take virtually any geo-
metric configuration, such as a disc , an oval, a square,
a rectangle, an ellipse, and the like, depending on the
application, but for purposes of discussion and under-
standing, the housing 12 is shown in cross-section in
FIG. 1 to have a continuous outer bounding surface or
wall 16 and a pair of plates 18, 20 (i.e., top and bottom
plates) arranged parallel to one another on either side of

the wall 16 so as to define the chamber 14, with one or
both of the plates being flexible to an extent to permit
displacement thereof inwardly and outwardly relative to
the chamber 14. The wall 16 has one or more orifices 22
of any geometric shape that place the internal chamber
14 in fluid communication with a surrounding external
environment having ambient fluid (e.g., air), with the or-
ifice(s) 22 being positioned in order to direct fluid emitting
therefrom at a desired location and at an object (not
shown) positioned proximate to or around the synthetic
jet actuator 10.
[0012] Attached to at least one of the plates 18, 20, or
to both of the plates as shown in FIGS. 1-3, are one or
more actuator elements, micromechanical devices, or pi-
ezomotive devices 24, 26 configured to cause displace-
ment of the plates. In an exemplary embodiment, actu-
ator elements 24, 26 comprise piezoelectric elements
(e.g., piezoelectric disks, monomorph or bimorph) that
are configured to periodically receive an electric charge
from a controller/power source 28, and undergo mechan-
ical stress and/or strain responsive to the charge. The
stress/strain of piezoelectric elements 24, 26 causes de-
flection of plates 18, 20 such that, for example, a time-
harmonic motion or vibration of the plates is achieved. It
is recognized that the piezoelectric elements 24, 26 cou-
pled to the plates 18, 20, respectively, can be selectively
controlled to cause vibration of one or both of the plates
so as to control the volume and velocity of a synthetic jet
stream 30 expelled from the synthetic jet actuator 10.
[0013] In embodiments of the invention, actuators 24,
26 may include devices other than piezoelectric motive
devices such as shape-memory alloys, magnetic mate-
rials, electrostatic materials, hydraulic materials, and ul-
trasonic materials. Thus, in such embodiments, control-
ler/power source 28 is configured to activate actuators
24, 26 in corresponding fashion. That is, for an electro-
static material, controller/power source 28 may be con-
figured to provide a rapidly alternating electrostatic volt-
age to actuators 24, 26 in order to activate and flex plates
18, 20 to which actuators 24, 26 are attached. Such ad-
ditional materials may themselves be configured in mon-
omorph and bimorph arrangements.
[0014] The operation of the synthetic jet actuator 10 is
described with reference to FIGS. 2 and 3. FIG. 2 depicts
the synthetic jet actuator 10 as the plates 18, 20 are con-
trolled by controller/power source 28 to move inward into
the chamber 14, as depicted by arrow 31. The chamber
14 has its volume decreased and fluid is ejected through
the orifice 22. As the fluid exits the chamber 14 through
the orifice 22, the flow separates at edges of the orifice
22 and creates vortex sheets 32 which roll into vortices
34 and begin to move away from the orifice edges 30 in
the direction indicated by arrow 36. FIG. 3 depicts the
synthetic jet actuator 10 as the plates 18, 20 are control-
led to move outward with respect to the chamber 14, as
depicted by arrow 38. The chamber 14 has its volume
increased and ambient fluid 39 rushes into the chamber
14 as depicted by the set of arrows 40. The plates 18,
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20 are controlled by the control system 28 so that when
the plates 18, 20 move away from the chamber 14, the
vortices 34 are already removed from the orifice edges
and thus are not affected by the ambient fluid 39 being
drawn into the chamber 14. Meanwhile, a jet of ambient
fluid 39 is synthesized by the vortices 34 creating strong
entrainment of ambient fluid drawn from large distances
away from the orifice 22.
[0015] Referring now to FIGS. 4 and 5, a hybrid coan-
da-venturi synthetic jet driven cooling device 50 is shown
according to an embodiment of the invention. The cooling
device 50 includes a plurality of synthetic jet actua-
tors/devices 10 such as are shown in FIGS. 1-3, although
it is recognized that the structure of the synthetic jet ac-
tuators included in the cooling device can vary from that
of the synthetic jet actuator 10 shown in FIGS. 1-3. The
synthetic jet actuators 10 are arranged to form a synthetic
jet stack 52, with the number of synthetic jet actuators
10 included in the stack 52 being determined based on
a necessary flow volume output required to drive the cool-
ing device. As shown in FIG. 5, the orifice 22 of each of
the synthetic jet actuators 10 in the stack 52 are aligned
such that the jets of fluid emanating from each synthetic
jet actuator 10 flows in the same direction.
[0016] Referring again to FIG. 4, a manifold 54 is cou-
pled to the stack of synthetic jet actuators 10 and is po-
sitioned to cover the plurality of orifices 22 of the synthetic
jet actuators 10, such that the jets of fluid emanating from
the synthetic jet actuators 10 are gathered by the mani-
fold 54. The jets of fluid gathered by the manifold 54 are
directed to an connecting pipe 56 (or similar component)
that connects the manifold 54 to an air amplifier 58 of the
cooling device 50, with the connecting pipe 56 being po-
sitioned relative to the air amplifier 58 such that the jets
of fluid from the synthetic jet actuators 10 that are routed
through the connecting pipe 56 are caused to exit an
outlet 63 of the connecting pipe 56 at a throat 60 of a
venturi section 62 of the air amplifier 58.
[0017] As shown in FIG. 4, the air amplifier 58 also
includes an additional air intake 64 that is separate from
the connecting pipe 56, with the air intake 64 being ori-
ented perpendicular to the connecting pipe 56. An air
outlet 66 is positioned opposite from air intake 64, on the
other side of the venturi section 62, and can be positioned
so as to be adjacent to a heat source 68 to be cooled,
such that an amplified air flow having increased velocity
and volume exiting the air outlet 66 is directed at the heat
source 68. According to one embodiment, the heat
source 68 could be in the form of a microelectronics circuit
package and accordingly, the cooling device 50 could be
configured as a micro-venturi device designed to fit within
tight volume constraints imposed by the microelectronics
circuit package.
[0018] Operation of the hybrid coanda-venturi synthet-
ic jet driven cooling device 50 - and the airflows generated
thereby is generally illustrated in FIG. 6. In operation of
the cooling device 50, jets of fluid (i.e., air) generated by
the synthetic jet actuators 10, indicated as 70, are gath-

ered by the manifold 54 and compressed to flow through
the connecting pipe 56. The air is throttled through the
connecting pipe 56 at high velocity and exits into the air
amplifier 58 at the throat of the venturi section 62 as a
primary air stream, indicated as 72. Due to the coanda
effect, this primary air stream 72 that exits the connecting
pipe 56 follows a path which is close to the surface 74 of
the venturi section 62 - i.e., the primary air stream 72
adheres to the coanda profile - and is directed through
the venturi 62 and toward the air outlet 66 of the air am-
plifier 58. The adhering of the primary air stream 72 close
to the surface of the venturi creates a low pressure region
in the center of the venturi, indicated as 74 which entrains
the surrounding fluid/air entering the air amplifier through
air intake to create a secondary air stream, generally in-
dicated as 76, that flows in the direction of the primary
air stream 72 - thereby creating a high volume flow of air
into the primary air stream 72. The combination of the
coanda and venturi effects serves to increase the volu-
metric flow rate from the synthetic jet device, with the
combined flow of the primary air stream 72 and the sur-
rounding air (i.e., secondary air stream 74) exiting the air
outlet as a high volume, high velocity combined air flow,
indicated as 78.
[0019] Referring now to FIG. 7, a synthetic jet cooling
device 80 is shown according to another embodiment of
the invention. The synthetic jet cooling device 80 is similar
in structure and operation to that of the synthetic jet cool-
ing device 50 shown in FIGS. 4 and 6, except that the
stacked arrangement 52 of a plurality of individual syn-
thetic jet actuators 10 in synthetic jet cooling device 50
is replaced by a single synthetic jet actuator 10 in syn-
thetic jet cooling device 80. That is, it is recognized that
an embodiment of the invention may be directed to a
synthetic jet cooling device that incorporates only a single
synthetic jet actuator rather than a plurality of synthetic
jet actuators. In such an embodiment, the synthetic jet
cooling device 80 may still take advantage of the coanda
and venturi effects to increase the volumetric flow rate
from the synthetic jet cooling device.
[0020] Beneficially, embodiments of the invention thus
provide a synthetic jet cooling device 50, 80 that is de-
signed to take advantage of the coanda and venturi ef-
fects to increase the volumetric flow rate from the syn-
thetic jet cooling device, with a resulting flowrate being
as much as 15 - 20 times (for example) that of a flowrate
generated by a similarly sized cooling device that is not
designed to make use of the coanda and venturi effects
(i.e., that relies just on the fluid jets generated by the
synthetic jet actuators). Accordingly, the heat transfer
rate that can be achieved by the synthetic jet cooling
device 50, 80 is enhanced significantly. As a result, for
the same heat transfer rate the size of the synthetic jet
cooling device 50, 80 could be reduced - such that the
cooling device could be implemented in an application
having severe volume constraints imposed on the cooling
system, such as might be encountered in cooling micro-
electronics circuit packages. Alternatively, for the same
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size of the cooling device 50, 80, the heat transfer rate
could be increased dramatically.
[0021] Therefore, according to one embodiment of the
invention, a synthetic jet driven cooling device includes
at least one synthetic jet actuator configured to generate
and project a series of fluid vortices through an orifice
thereof and a manifold coupled to the at least one syn-
thetic jet actuator so as to receive the series of fluid vor-
tices from the orifice of the at least synthetic jet actuator,
the series of fluid vortices from the at least one synthetic
jet actuator generating a primary air stream. The synthet-
ic jet driven cooling device also includes an air amplifier
connected to the manifold by way of a connecting pipe
so as to receive the primary air stream, with the air am-
plifier further comprising an air intake positioned at a first
end of the air amplifier and having a first diameter, with
the air intake being oriented perpendicular to an outlet
of the connecting pipe, an air outlet positioned at a sec-
ond end of the air amplifier opposite from the first end,
and a venturi section positioned between the air intake
and the air outlet and having a second diameter that is
less than the first diameter. A low pressure region in a
center of the venturi section entrains a surrounding air in
through the air intake to generate a secondary air stream,
the secondary air stream combining with the primary air
stream to provide a combined air flow that flows through
the venturi and exits the air outlet.
[0022] According to another embodiment of the inven-
tion, a hybrid coanda-venturi cooling device includes at
least one synthetic jet actuator configured to generate
and project a series of fluid vortices out from an orifice
thereof, a manifold coupled to the at least one synthetic
jet actuator so as to receive the series of fluid vortices
therefrom and generate a primary air stream, and an air
amplifier connected to the manifold so as to receive the
primary air stream, the air amplifier comprising a venturi
section having a reduced cross-sectional area as com-
pared to an air intake of the air amplifier. A coanda effect
acting on the primary air stream as it enters the air am-
plifier and a venturi effect caused by the venturi section
of the air amplifier causes a fluid surrounding the air in-
take to be entrained into the air intake to generate a sec-
ondary air stream, the secondary air stream combining
with the primary air stream to provide a combined air flow
that exits an air outlet of the air amplifier.
[0023] According to yet another embodiment of the in-
vention, a method of manufacturing a synthetic jet cooling
device includes providing one or more synthetic jet ac-
tuators each configured to generate and project a series
of fluid vortices out from an orifice thereof, coupling a
manifold to the one or more synthetic jet actuators so as
to receive the series of fluid vortices from the orifices of
the synthetic jet actuators and generate a primary air
stream therefrom, and connecting an air amplifier to the
manifold by way of a connecting pipe so as to receive
the primary air stream from the manifold, with the air am-
plifier comprising a venturi section having a reduced
cross-sectional area as compared to an air intake of the

air amplifier. Connection of the air amplifier to the syn-
thetic jet stack generates an air flow output from the air
amplifier having a higher velocity and volumetric flow rate
than the primary air stream generated from the one or
more synthetic jet actuators.
[0024] While the invention has been described in detail
in connection with only a limited number of embodiments,
it should be readily understood that the invention is not
limited to such disclosed embodiments. Rather, the in-
vention can be modified to incorporate any number of
variations, alterations, substitutions or equivalent ar-
rangements not heretofore described, but which are com-
mensurate with the spirit and scope of the invention. Ad-
ditionally, while various embodiments of the invention
have been described, it is to be understood that aspects
of the invention may include only some of the described
embodiments. Accordingly, the invention is not to be
seen as limited by the foregoing description, but is only
limited by the scope of the appended claims.
[0025] Various aspects and embodiments of the
present invention are defined by the following numbered
clauses:

1. A synthetic jet driven cooling device comprising:

at least one synthetic jet actuator configured to
generate and project a series of fluid vortices,
each of the at least one synthetic jet actuators
comprising an orifice through which the series
of fluid vortices are projected;

a manifold coupled to the at least one synthetic
jet actuator so as to receive the series of fluid
vortices from the orifice of the at least synthetic
jet actuator, the series of fluid vortices from the
at least one synthetic jet actuator generating a
primary air stream;

an air amplifier connected to the manifold by way
of a connecting pipe so as to receive the primary
air stream, the air amplifier comprising:

an air intake positioned at a first end of the
air amplifier and having a first diameter, with
the air intake being oriented perpendicular
to an outlet of the connecting pipe;

an air outlet positioned at a second end of
the air amplifier opposite from the first end;
and

a venturi section positioned between the air
intake and the air outlet and having a sec-
ond diameter that is less than the first diam-
eter;

wherein a low pressure region in a center of the
venturi section entrains a surrounding air in
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through the air intake to generate a secondary
air stream, the secondary air stream combining
with the primary air stream to provide a com-
bined air flow that flows through the venturi and
exits the air outlet.

2. The cooling device of clause 1 wherein the outlet
of the connecting pipe is coupled to the air amplifier
at a throat of the venturi section that tapers the air
amplifier down from the first diameter of the air intake
to the second diameter of the venturi section.

3. The cooling device of any preceding clause where-
in, upon exiting the connecting pipe, the primary air
stream is caused to flow in proximity to a surface of
the venturi section of the air amplifier due to the coan-
da effect.

4. The cooling device of any preceding clause where-
in the venturi section of the air amplifier causes a
velocity of the primary air stream to increase as it
passes therethrough due to the venturi effect, there-
by also forming the low pressure region in the center
of the venturi section.

5. The cooling device of any preceding clause where-
in the combined air flow that exits the air outlet of the
air amplifier has a higher velocity and volumetric flow
rate than the primary air stream generated from the
series of fluid vortices from the at least one synthetic
jet actuator.

6. The cooling device of any preceding clause where-
in the volumetric flow rate of the combined air stream
is 15 to 20 times greater than that of the primary air
stream.

7. The cooling device of any preceding clause where-
in the air outlet of the air amplifier is positioned ad-
jacent a heat source, such that the combined air flow
provides cooling to the heat source.

8. The cooling device of any preceding clause where-
in the air amplifier comprises a micro-venturi device
configured to fit within volume constraints imposed
by a microelectronics circuit package that is being
cooled.

9. The cooling device of any preceding clause where-
in the at least one synthetic jet actuator comprises
a plurality of synthetic jet actuators arranged in a
stacked configuration, with the orifice of each of the
plurality of synthetic jet actuators being aligned with
other orifices such that the series of fluid vortices
projected from each synthetic jet actuator is directed
into the manifold.

10. The cooling device of any preceding clause

wherein each of the at least one synthetic jet actua-
tors comprises:

a first plate;

a second plate spaced apart from the first plate
and arranged parallelly thereto;

a wall structure coupled to and positioned be-
tween the first and second plates to form a cham-
ber and including the orifice therein; and

an actuator element coupled to at least one of
the first and second plates to selectively cause
deflection thereof, thereby changing a volume
within the chamber so that the series of fluid vor-
tices are generated and projected out from the
orifice of the wall structure.

11. A hybrid coanda-venturi cooling device compris-
ing:

at least one synthetic jet actuator, each of the
at least one synthetic jet actuators configured to
generate and project a series of fluid vortices
out from an orifice thereof;

a manifold coupled to the at least one synthetic
jet actuator so as to receive the series of fluid
vortices therefrom, the series of fluid vortices
from the at least one synthetic jet actuator gen-
erating a primary air stream;

an air amplifier connected to the manifold so as
to receive the primary air stream, the air amplifier
comprising a venturi section having a reduced
cross-sectional area as compared to an air in-
take of the air amplifier;

wherein a coanda effect acting on the primary
air stream as it enters the air amplifier and a
venturi effect caused by the venturi section of
the air amplifier causes a fluid surrounding the
air intake to be entrained into the air intake to
generate a secondary air stream, the secondary
air stream combining with the primary air stream
to provide a combined air flow that exits an air
outlet of the air amplifier.

12. The cooling device of any preceding clause
wherein the primary air stream enters the air ampli-
fier in a direction generally perpendicular to the air
intake of the air amplifier and at a throat of the venturi
section.

13. The cooling device of any preceding clause
wherein the throat of the venturi section tapers the
air amplifier down from a first diameter at the air in-
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take to a second diameter of the venturi section that
is less than the first diameter.

14. The cooling device of any preceding clause
wherein the coanda effect acting on the primary air
stream as it enters the air amplifier causes the pri-
mary air stream to flow in proximity to a surface of
the venturi section of the air amplifier.

15. The cooling device of any preceding clause
wherein the venturi section of the air amplifier causes
a velocity of the primary air stream to increase as it
passes therethrough due to the venturi effect, there-
by also forming a low pressure region in a center of
the venturi section that causes the fluid surrounding
the air intake to be entrained into the air intake.

16. The cooling device of any preceding clause
wherein the combined air flow that exits the air outlet
of the air amplifier has a higher velocity and volu-
metric flow rate than the primary air stream gener-
ated from the series of fluid vortices from the at least
one synthetic jet actuator.

17. The cooling device of any preceding clause
wherein the at least one synthetic jet actuator com-
prises a plurality of synthetic jet actuators arranged
in a stacked configuration, with the orifice of each of
the plurality of synthetic jet actuators being aligned
with other orifices such that the series of fluid vortices
projected from each synthetic jet actuator is directed
into the manifold.

18. A method of manufacturing a synthetic jet cooling
device comprising:

providing one or more synthetic jet actuators
each configured to generate and project a series
of fluid vortices out from an orifice thereof;

coupling a manifold to the one or more synthetic
jet actuators so as to receive the series of fluid
vortices from the orifices of the synthetic jet ac-
tuators, the series of fluid vortices from the one
or more synthetic jet actuators generating a pri-
mary air stream;

connecting an air amplifier to the manifold by
way of a connecting pipe so as to receive the
primary air stream from the manifold, the air am-
plifier comprising a venturi section having a re-
duced cross-sectional area as compared to an
air intake of the air amplifier;

wherein connection of the air amplifier to the
synthetic jet stack generates an air flow output
from the air amplifier having a higher velocity
and volumetric flow rate than the primary air

stream generated from the one or more synthet-
ic jet actuators.

19. The method of any preceding clause wherein a
coanda effect acting on the primary air stream as it
enters the air amplifier and a venturi effect caused
by the venturi section of the air amplifier causes a
fluid surrounding the air intake to be entrained into
the air intake to generate a secondary air stream,
the secondary air stream combining with the primary
air stream to provide the air flow output that exits an
air outlet of the air amplifier.

20. The cooling system of any preceding clause
wherein connecting the air amplifier to the manifold
comprises connecting an outlet of the connecting
pipe to the air amplifier at a throat of the venturi sec-
tion, with the outlet of the connecting pipe being ori-
ented perpendicular to the air intake of the air am-
plifier, such that the primary air stream is subject to
the coanda effect and venturi effect.

21. The cooling system of any preceding clause
wherein the one or more synthetic jet actuators com-
prises a plurality of synthetic jet actuators, and
wherein the method further comprises arranging the
plurality of synthetic jet actuators into a synthetic jet
stack and such that the orifices of the plurality of
synthetic jet actuators are aligned.

Claims

1. A synthetic jet driven cooling device (50) comprising:

a plurality of synthetic jet actuators (10) ar-
ranged in a stacked configuration, each of the
plurality of synthetic jet actuators configured to
generate and project a series of fluid vortices
out from an orifice thereof;
a manifold (54) coupled to the plurality of syn-
thetic jet actuators (10) so as to receive the se-
ries of fluid vortices from the orifices of the syn-
thetic jet actuators, the series of fluid vortices
from the plurality of synthetic jet actuators (10)
generating a primary air stream;
an air amplifier (58) connected to the manifold
(54) by way of a connecting pipe (56) so as to
receive the primary air stream, the air amplifier
(58) comprising:

an air intake (64) positioned at a first end of
the air amplifier (58) and having a first di-
ameter, with the air intake (64) being orient-
ed perpendicular to an outlet of the connect-
ing pipe (56);
an air outlet (66) positioned at a second end
of the air amplifier opposite from the first
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end; and
a venturi section (62) positioned between
the air intake (64) and the air outlet (66) and
having a second diameter that is less than
the first diameter;

wherein a low pressure region in a center of the
venturi section (62) entrains a surrounding air in
through the air intake to generate a secondary
air stream, the secondary air stream combining
with the primary air stream to provide a com-
bined air flow that flows through the venturi (62)
and exits the air outlet (66).

2. The cooling device (50) of claim 1 wherein the outlet
of the connecting pipe (56) is coupled to the air am-
plifier (58) at a throat of the venturi section (62) that
tapers the air amplifier down from the first diameter
of the air intake to the second diameter of the venturi
section (62).

3. The cooling device (50) of any preceding claim
wherein, upon exiting the connecting pipe (56), the
primary air stream is caused to flow in proximity to
a surface of the venturi section (62) of the air amplifier
(58) due to the coanda effect.

4. The cooling device (50) of any preceding claim
wherein the venturi section (62) of the air amplifier
(58) causes a velocity of the primary air stream to
increase as it passes therethrough due to the venturi
effect, thereby also forming the low pressure region
in the center of the venturi section (62).

5. The cooling device (50) of any preceding claim
wherein the combined air flow that exits the air outlet
(66) of the air amplifier (58) has a higher velocity and
volumetric flow rate than the primary air stream gen-
erated from the series of fluid vortices from the plu-
rality of synthetic jet actuators (10).

6. The cooling device (50) of claim 5 wherein the vol-
umetric flow rate of the combined air stream is 15 to
20 times greater than that of the primary air stream.

7. The cooling device (50) of any preceding claim
wherein the air outlet (66) of the air amplifier (58) is
positioned adjacent a heat source (68), such that the
combined air flow provides cooling to the heat source
(68).

8. The cooling device (50) of claim 7 wherein the heat
source (68) comprises a microelectronics circuit
package.

9. The cooling device (50) of claim 8 wherein the air
amplifier (58) comprises a micro-venturi device con-
figured to fit within volume constraints imposed by

the microelectronics circuit package.

10. The cooling device (50) of any preceding claim
wherein each of the plurality of synthetic jet actuators
(10) comprises:

a first plate;
a second plate spaced apart from the first plate
and arranged parallelly thereto;
a wall structure coupled to and positioned be-
tween the first and second plates to form a cham-
ber and including the orifice therein; and
an actuator element coupled to at least one of
the first and second plates to selectively cause
deflection thereof, thereby changing a volume
within the chamber so that the series of fluid vor-
tices are generated and projected out from the
orifice of the wall structure.

11. A hybrid coanda-venturi cooling device (50) compris-
ing:

a plurality of synthetic jet actuators (10) ar-
ranged in a stacked configuration, each of the
plurality of synthetic jet actuators configured to
generate and project a series of fluid vortices
out from an orifice thereof;
a manifold (54) coupled to the plurality of syn-
thetic jet actuators so as to receive the series of
fluid vortices from the orifices of the synthetic jet
actuators, the series of fluid vortices from the
plurality of synthetic jet actuators generating a
primary air stream;
an air amplifier (58) connected to the manifold
so as to receive the primary air stream, the air
amplifier comprising a venturi section having a
reduced cross-sectional area as compared to
an air intake of the air amplifier;
wherein a coanda effect acting on the primary
air stream as it enters the air amplifier and a
venturi effect caused by the venturi section (62)
of the air amplifier causes a fluid surrounding
the air intake to be entrained into the air intake
to generate a secondary air stream, the second-
ary air stream combining with the primary air
stream to provide a combined air flow that exits
an air outlet of the air amplifier.

12. The cooling device (50) of claim 11 wherein the pri-
mary air stream enters the air amplifier in a direction
generally perpendicular to the air intake of the air
amplifier (58) and at a throat of the venturi section
(62).

13. The cooling device (50) of claim 11 or claim 12
wherein each of the plurality of synthetic jet actuators
(10) comprises:

13 14 



EP 2 778 415 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

a first plate;
a second plate spaced apart from the first plate
and arranged parallelly thereto;
a wall structure coupled to and positioned be-
tween the first and second plates to form a cham-
ber and including the orifice therein; and
an actuator element coupled to at least one of
the first and second plates to selectively cause
deflection thereof, thereby changing a volume
within the chamber so that the series of fluid vor-
tices are generated and projected out from the
orifice of the wall structure.

14. A method of manufacturing a synthetic jet cooling
device (50) comprising:

providing a plurality of synthetic jet actuators
(10) each configured to generate and project a
series of fluid vortices out from an orifice thereof;
arranging the plurality of synthetic jet actuators
into a synthetic jet stack and such that the ori-
fices of the plurality of synthetic jet actuators are
aligned;
coupling a manifold (54) to the plurality of syn-
thetic jet actuators (10) so as to receive the se-
ries of fluid vortices from the orifices of the syn-
thetic jet actuators, the series of fluid vortices
from the plurality of synthetic jet actuators gen-
erating a primary air stream;
connecting an air amplifier (58) to the manifold
(54) by way of a connecting pipe (56) so as to
receive the primary air stream from the manifold,
the air amplifier comprising a venturi section
having a reduced cross-sectional area as com-
pared to an air intake of the air amplifier;
wherein connection of the air amplifier (58) to
the synthetic jet stack generates an air flow out-
put from the air amplifier (58) having a higher
velocity and volumetric flow rate than the prima-
ry air stream generated from the plurality of syn-
thetic jet actuators (10).

15. The cooling system of claim 14 wherein connecting
the air amplifier (58) to the manifold (54) comprises
connecting an outlet (66) of the connecting pipe (56)
to the air amplifier (58) at a throat of the venturi sec-
tion (62), with the outlet (66) of the connecting pipe
(56) being oriented perpendicular to the air intake
(64) of the air amplifier, such that the primary air
stream is subject to the coanda effect and venturi
effect.
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