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Description

Background of the Invention

[0001] The invention relates to polymeric binders and,
more particularly, to polymeric binders having particular
utility in cathodic electrodeposition coatings ("cathodic
electrodeposition binders").
[0002] The cathodic electrodeposition coating proc-
ess is a coating process which is used in particular for
applying corrosion protection primer layers on metallic
substrates, wherein the substrate acts as the cathode.
The particular suitability of the cathodic electrodeposi-
tion coating process for this purpose is due to its ability
to coat three-dimensional substrates with a complicated
geometry, such as for example automotive bodies. One
essential property of a cathodic electrodeposition
("CED") coating composition in this context is its throw-
ing power behavior. "Throwing power" is a term of art
used to identify the ability of an electrodeposition coat-
ing agent to be deposited within voids of a three-dimen-
sional substrate, which is significant for effective corro-
sion protection.
[0003] CED-coating compositions containing binders
with active hydrogen atoms and beta-hydroxyurethane
compounds as cross-linking agents are known from
EP-A-0 102 566. The beta-hydroxyurethanes can be
prepared by reacting isocyanate compounds with
1,2-polyols. Such coating compositions can be cured at
low temperatures.
[0004] WO 93/02231 describes CED-coating compo-
sitions, which contain binders with active hydrogen at-
oms and gamma-hydroxyurethane compounds as
cross-linking agents. The gamma-hydroxyurethanes
can be prepared by reacting isocyanate compounds
with 1,3-polyols. The CED-coating compositions can be
cured at low temperatures and are notable for their ex-
cellent throwing power.

Summary of the Invention

[0005] It is an object of the present invention to in-
crease the throwing power of CED coating composi-
tions. This objective is accomplished according to the
invention by providing novel alkaline polymeric binders
containing beta-hydroxyalkyl urethane groups and CED
coating compositions containing same.
[0006] Thus, in one embodiment, the invention pro-
vides a polymeric binder for use in cathodic electrodepo-
sition coatings, said binder having a number average
molecular mass of 1000 to 3000, an amine value of 150
to 250 mg KOH/g binder and 50 to 230 milliequivalents/
100 g binder of beta-hydroxyalkyl urethane groups of
the formula HOCnH2nOC(O)NH- where n = 2 to 3.
[0007] In another embodiment, the invention provides
a process of making polymeric cathodic electrodeposi-
tion binders having a number average molecular mass
of 1000 to 3000, an amine value of 150 to 250 mg KOH/

g binder and 50 to 230 milliequivalents/100 g binder of
beta-hydroxyalkyl urethane groups of the formula
HOCnH2nOC(O)NH- where n = 2 to 3, said process com-
prising the step of reacting a compound having at least
one primary amino group with a carbonate compound
selected from the group consisting of ethylene carbon-
ate, propylene carbonate, and mixtures thereof.
[0008] In yet another embodiment, the invention pro-
vides a process of making polymeric cathodic elec-
trodeposition binders having a number average molec-
ular mass of 1000 to 3000, an amine value of 150 to 250
mg KOH/g binder and 50 to 230 milliequivalents/100 g
binder of beta-hydroxyalkyl urethane groups of the for-
mula HOCnH2nOC(O)NH- where n = 2 to 3, said process
being selected from the group consisting of radical po-
lymerization, condensation polymerization and addition
polymerization and comprising the step of polymerizing
at least one compound which contains at least one beta-
hydroxyalkyl urethane group of the formula
HOCnH2nOC(O)NH- where n = 2 to 3 and at least one
further functional group.
[0009] In a further embodiment, the invention pro-
vides an aqueous binder composition comprising at
least one polymeric cathodic electrodeposition binder
having a number average molecular mass of 1000 to
3000, an amine value of 150 to 250 mg KOH/g binder
and 50 to 230 milliequivalents/100 g binder of beta-hy-
droxyalkyl urethane groups of the formula HOCnH2nOC
(O)NH- where n = 2 to 3 and water, wherein said at least
one binder has been neutralized with an acid.
[0010] In still another embodiment of the invention,
provided is a cathodic electrodeposition coating compo-
sition comprising at least one polymeric binder having
a number average molecular mass of 1000 to 3000, an
amine value of 150 to 250 mg KOH/g binder and 50 to
230 milliequivalents/100 g binder of beta-hydroxyalkyl
urethane groups of the formula HOCnH2nOC(O)NH-
where n = 2 to 3, and wherein said at least one polymeric
binder is present in an amount of 3 to 10 wt-% based on
the total resin solids in said composition.
[0011] In yet another embodiment, the invention pro-
vides a process for coating electrically conductive sub-
strates by cathodic electrodeposition comprising the
steps of applying a cathodic electrodeposition coating
to a substrate surface, wherein said coating comprises
at least one polymeric binder having a number average
molecular mass of 1000 to 3000, an amine value of 150
to 250 mg KOH/g binder and 50 to 230 milliequivalents/
100 g binder of beta-hydroxyalkyl urethane groups of
the formula HOCnH2nOC(O)NH- where n = 2 to 3, and
wherein said at least one polymeric binder is present in
an amount of 3 to 10 wt-% based on the total resin solids
in said composition; and then baking the coated sub-
strate.

Detailed Description of the Embodiments

[0012] The polymeric binders according to the inven-
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tion are cathodic electrodeposition binders (hereinafter
sometimes referred to as "CED-binders"). The binders
are alkaline polymers having an amine value of 150 to
250, preferably 180 to 220 mg KOH/g binder. The amine
value is derived from primary, secondary and/or tertiary
amino groups of the CED-binders. The CED-binders al-
so contain beta-hydroxyalkyl urethane groups of the for-
mula HOCnH2nOC(O)NH-, where n = 2 to 3. The beta-
hydroxyalkyl urethane groups are present in an amount
of 50 to 230 milliequivalents ("meq")/100 g of binder,
preferably 60 to 150 meq/100 g binder. Such groups are
more particularly known as beta-hydroxyethyl urethane
and beta-hydroxypropyl urethane. Combinations of
such groups may, of course, also be present. The beta-
hydroxyalkyl urethane groups are lateral and/or terminal
beta-hydroxyalkyl urethane groups.
[0013] Apart from the above defined beta-hydroxy-
alkyl urethane groups, the binders can also contain non-
terminal or non-lateral beta-hydroxyalkyl urethane
groups and/or beta-hydroxyalkyl urethane groups of the
following formula: -CHOHCH2OC(O)NHR; -CH(CH2
OH)OC(O)NHR; -CCH3OHCH2OC(O)NHR; -CCH3
(CH2OH)OC(O)NHR; -CHOHCHCH3OC(O)NHR; and
-CH(OC(O)NHR)CHOHCH3; where R can be hydrogen
or a lower alkyl, for example C1-C4-alkyl.
[0014] The CED-binders can also contain additional
functional groups. For example, the CED-binders may
contain hydroxyl groups sufficient to provide a hydroxyl
value of 200 to 500 mg KOH/g binder, (exclusive of the
hydroxyl groups of the beta-hydroxyalkyl urethane moi-
eties). Such additional hydroxyl groups can provide for
the chemically cross-linking of the CED-binders in the
presence of external cross-linking agents.
[0015] The CED-binders can be prepared by reacting
suitable resins containing a corresponding amount of
primary amino groups ("educt resins") with ethylene car-
bonate and/or propylene carbonate. The resins used as
educt resins have a higher amine value than the CED-
binders formed therewith through reaction with ethylene
carbonate and/or propylene carbonate. The term "educt
resins" means resins containing primary amino groups
which can be converted into beta-hydroxyalkylurethane
groups of the formula HOCnH2nOC(O)NH- with n = 2 to
3 by reaction with ethylene carbonate and/or propylene
carbonate, said conversion yielding CED-binder resins
according to the invention as product resins. The amine
value of the educt resins lies for example in the range
of 200 to 350 mg KOH/g resin. The amine value of the
educt resins is derived from the content of primary ami-
no groups and optionally secondary and/or tertiary ami-
no groups. The primary amino groups can be present in
a stoichiometric excess in the educt resins with a view
to their reaction with ethylene carbonate and/or propyl-
ene carbonate. Apart from the amino groups, the educt
resins can also have additional functional groups, for ex-
ample hydroxyl groups. The reaction with the ethylene
carbonate and/or propylene carbonate can be carried
out in the melt or in an inert organic solution. During the

reaction, primary amino groups of the educt resins are
converted into beta-hydroxyalkyl urethane groups of the
formula HOCnH2nOC(O)NH- with n = 2 to 3. Where the
reaction is carried out using only ethylene carbonate, n
represents 2; in the case of a reaction with only propyl-
ene carbonate, n is represented by 3. Where mixtures
of ethylene carbonate and propylene carbonate are
used, n is comprised between 2 and 3. Examples of suit-
able educt resins are (meth)acryl copolymer resins,
polyurethane resins or preferably amino epoxy resins or
epoxide-carbon dioxide-amine reaction products, each
of which comprising primary amino groups. The educt
resins are selected and reacted with ethylene carbonate
and/or propylene carbonate in such proportions that the
CED-binders, as defined with respect to the number av-
erage molecular mass, amine value and content of beta-
hydroxyethyl urethane and/or beta-hydroxypropyl ure-
thane groups, are obtained.
[0016] It is preferred to synthesize the CED-binders
by using one or more different compounds, which con-
tain already one or more beta-hydroxyethyl urethane
and/or beta-hydroxypropyl urethane groups. Examples
of such compounds which can be used as educts are
compounds having at least one beta-hydroxyethyl ure-
thane or beta-hydroxypropyl urethane group and at
least one further functional group in the molecule. The
at least one beta-hydroxyethyl urethane or beta-hydrox-
ypropyl urethane group can be introduced into the educt
compound by reacting a starting compound having at
least one primary amino group and at least one further
functional group in the molecule, which is non-reactive
or comparatively weakly reactive with respect to ethyl-
ene carbonate and/or propylene carbonate, with ethyl-
ene carbonate and/or propylene carbonate. During the
reaction, primary amino groups are converted into the
corresponding beta-hydroxyalkyl urethane groups by
ring-opening addition to the carbonate ring. Where the
starting compound which is to be converted into an
educt compound is a compound having more than one
primary amino group in the molecule, all or only a part
of the primary amino groups can be converted with eth-
ylene carbonate and/or propylene carbonate, for exam-
ple by reacting with ethylene carbonate and/or propyl-
ene carbonate in a stoichiometric amount or in an
amount lower than the stoichiometric amount. Exam-
ples of functional groups which are non-reactive or
which are comparatively weakly reactive with respect to
ethylene carbonate and/or propylene carbonate are
secondary amino groups and hydroxyl groups. Exam-
ples of starting compounds which are suitable for the
preparation of the educt compounds are di- or
polyamines and aminoalcohols each having at least one
primary amino group in the molecule, such as 2-ami-
noethanol, diethylene triamine, triethylene tetraamine.
The preferred starting compounds are diethylene tri-
amine and triethylene tetraamine. A 1:2-adduct com-
prising a secondary amino group and two beta-hydrox-
yethyl urethane groups can be formed from 1 mole di-
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ethylene triamine and 2 moles ethylene carbonate. In
an analogous way a 1:2-adduct having two secondary
amino groups and two beta-hydroxyethyl urethane
groups can be formed from 1 mole triethylene
tetraamine and 2 moles ethylene carbonate.
[0017] The CED-binders can be prepared according
to conventional synthesis methods, known to the person
skilled in the art of CED-coatings and CED-binders, us-
ing educt compounds containing beta-hydroxyethyl ure-
thane or beta-hydroxypropyl urethane groups, by react-
ing the functional groups of the educt compounds, which
have not been converted with ethylene carbonate and/
or propylene carbonate, with suitable reaction partners
to obtain the CED-binders. Examples of suitable reac-
tions are radical polymerisation, condensation reactions
and addition reactions. The reaction partners of the
educt compounds are conventional synthesis blocks
known to the person skilled in the art for use in such
binder synthesizing reactions. The educt compounds
can be bonded as synthesis blocks in situ or in the last
step of the synthesis in the sense of a polymer-analog
reaction to the binders, such that they serve to provide
beta-hydroxyethyl urethane or beta-hydroxypropyl ure-
thane groups to the CED-binders. They can thereby op-
tionally contribute at the same time to building a larger
molecule for the CED-binder. The educt compounds,
therefore, are either bonded to the lateral or terminal
ends of the CED-binder, or the educt molecules are built
into the binder structure and hence contribute towards
increasing the size of the molecule. In any case the beta-
hydroxyethyl urethane or beta-hydroxypropyl urethane
groups of the educt compounds are introduced in their
unaltered state into the CED-binders. The reactants and
the reaction procedure have to be chosen accordingly.
The educt compounds and their reaction partners are
selected in such a manner and converted together in
such proportions that CED-binders, having the desired
number average molecular mass, amine value and con-
tent of beta-hydroxyethyl urethane and/or beta-hydrox-
ypropyl urethane groups, are obtained.
[0018] With reference to the 1:2-adduct from diethyl-
ene triamine and ethylene carbonate already men-
tioned, it will now be explained how a binder can be pro-
vided with beta-hydroxyethyl urethane groups. Such ad-
ducts can be bound by way of their secondary amino
groups for example to isocyanate groups or to epoxy
groups of a binder resin. Correspondingly, the 1:2-ad-
duct from triethylene tetraamine and ethylene carbonate
can be integrated into a binder structure via its two sec-
ondary amino groups.
[0019] The CED-binders are preferably amino epoxy
resins. The amino epoxy resins are addition products of
amine compounds to polyepoxides. The term "amino
epoxy resin" includes derivatives of amino epoxy resins
such as epoxide-carbon dioxide-amine-reaction prod-
ucts. Epoxide-carbon dioxide-amine-reaction products
are understood to mean addition products of amine
compounds to partly or completely carbonatized polye-

poxides. Partly or completely carbonatized polyepox-
ides are polyepoxides in which a part or all of the epoxy
groups are converted with carbon dioxide to 5-mem-
bered cyclic carbonate groups, the so-called 2-oxo-
1,3-dioxolane-4-yl-groups. The amino groups determin-
ing the amine value of 150 to 250 mg KOH/g binder can
be present as substituents and/or as a component of the
polymer backbone in the amino epoxy resin.
[0020] Amino epoxy resins can be prepared for exam-
ple by reacting aromatic epoxy resins with primary and/
or secondary mono- and/or polyamines as well as with
suitable educt compounds having at least one beta-hy-
droxyethyl urethane group or beta-hydroxypropyl ure-
thane group and at least one further functional group.
The reaction can be carried out in an organic solution
or in the melt. If it is carried out in an organic solution,
water-miscible solvents can be used as solvents or sol-
vent mixtures, e.g. alcohols, such as isopropanol, isob-
utanol, n-butanol; glycol ethers such as methoxypropa-
nol, butoxyethanol; glycol ether esters such as butyl gly-
col acetate, or solvents which are not miscible with water
such as xylene can be used. Aromatic epoxy resins are
aromatic epoxy group-containing polyglycidyl ethers.
Aromatic polyglycidyl ethers result for example from the
reaction of polyphenols, preferably diphenols and in par-
ticular polynuclear diphenols with epichlorhydrin. The
aromatic epoxy resins preferably used for the synthesis
of amino epoxy resins are those, or the mixture of those
which have an epoxy- and/or a cyclocarbonate-weight
equivalent between 170 and 1000. Preferred aromatic
epoxy resins, which are commercially available, are
those which result primarily from the reaction of diphe-
nylolpropane (bisphenol A) with epichlorhydrin.
[0021] The mono- and/or polyamines can contain,
apart from the primary and/or secondary amino groups,
also additional functional groups, in particular hydroxyl
groups and/or tertiary amino groups. Examples of mo-
no- and/or polyamines with primary and/or secondary
amino groups and optionally further functional groups
are methylamine, ethylamine, propylamine, butylamine,
octylamine, 2-ethylhexylamine, dimethylamine, diethyl-
amine, dipropylamine, dibutylamine, methylbutylamine,
morpholine, diethylaminoethylamine, dimethylamino-
propylamine, laurylpropylene diamine, diethylene tri-
amine, N,N'-bis-(isohexyl)-1,6-diaminohexane, eth-
anolamine, propanolamine, ethylene glycol(2-amino-
ethyl)ether, N-methylaminoethanol or diethanolamine,
1:2-adducts from a diprimary amine such as 1,6-diami-
nohexane or 2-methylpentamethylene diamine and mo-
noepoxides such as glycidyl ethers or esters or monoe-
poxyalkanes. The educt compounds having at least one
beta-hydroxyethyl urethane group or beta-hydroxypro-
pyl urethane group and at least one further functional
group are those which have been already explained
above. Preferred are those educt compounds which
have at least one primary or secondary amino group as
the at least one further functional group. They can be
built into the amino epoxy resins via the latter. Preferred
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examples are the 1:2-adduct from 1 mole diethylene tri-
amine and 2 moles ethylene carbonate or propylene
carbonate as well as the 1:2-adduct from 1 mole trieth-
ylene tetraamine and 2 moles ethylene carbonate or
propylene carbonate.
[0022] The CED-binders can be neutralized with an
acid according to a theoretical degree of neutralization
of for example 10 to 100 % and converted with water
into an aqueous dispersion or solution with a resin solids
content of for example 30 to 50 wt-%. In order to obtain
a sufficient water-dilutability (i.e., water-solubility or wa-
ter-dispersibility), a low degree of neutralization is al-
ready sufficient, for example already at a concentration
corresponding to an acid content of 40 meq/ 100 g of
CED-binder.
[0023] The CED-binders can be used in amounts of
3 to 10 wt-% (based on the total weight of resin solids)
as supplementary binders in CED-coating compositions
to improve the throwing power of such compositions. It
is therefore a further object of the invention to provide
CED-coating compositions which contain 3 to 10 wt-%,
based on total resin solids content, of one or more of the
CED-binders.
[0024] The CED-coating compositions according to
the invention are aqueous coating compositions having
a total solids content of, for example, from 10 to 30 wt-
%. One component of the total solids content is the resin
solids content and the other is comprised of the optional
extenders, pigments and non-volatile additives that may
be, and typically are, used in such coating compositions.
The resin solids content itself consists of the one or more
CED-binders according to the invention, one or more ca-
thodically depositable binders, which are different from
the CED-binders according to the invention (hereinafter
refered to as "cathodically depositable binders") and op-
tional additives that may be employed, such as pigment
paste resins, cross-linking agents and non-ionic resins.
The cathodically depositable binders may be self-cross-
linking or external cross-linking and they contain no be-
ta-hydroxyethyl or beta-hydroxypropyl urethane groups.
[0025] The resin solids content of a typical CED coat-
ing composition according to the invention may contain,
for example, 3 to 10 wt-% CED-binder(s), 50 to 97 wt-
% cathodically depositable binder(s), 0 to 40 wt-%
cross-linking agent and 0 to 10 wt-% non-ionic resins.
The preferred resin solid content is 3 to 10 wt-% CED-
binder(s), 50 to 87 wt-% external cross-linking cathodi-
cally depositable binder(s), 10 to 40 wt-% cross-linking
agent and 0 to 10 wt-% non-ionic resins.
[0026] The cathodically depositable binders are pref-
erably those binders carrying cationic groups or groups
which can be converted into cationic groups, such as
amino groups, ammonium groups (e.g., quaternary am-
monium), phosphonium groups and/or sulfonium
groups. Preferred are binders with alkaline groups, in
particular preferably with nitrogen-containing alkaline
groups, such as primary, secondary and/or tertiary ami-
no groups, whose amine value is for example from 20

to 250 mg KOH/g of binder. These groups can be
present in the quaternized form, or they are converted
into cationic groups with a conventional neutralizing
agent, such as, for example, lactic acid, formic acid, ace-
tic acid, methane sulfonic acid. The groups able to be
converted into cationic groups may be present in their
completely or partially neutralized state.
[0027] The weight average molecular mass (Mw) of
the cathodically depositable binders is preferably from
300 to 10000. The binders may be self-crosslinking or,
preferably, external cross-linking and carry functional
groups capable of chemical cross-linking, in particular
hydroxyl groups, for example corresponding to a hy-
droxyl value of 30 to 300, preferably 50 to 250 mg KOH/
g of binder. The cathodically depositable binders can be
converted into the aqueous phase after the quaterniza-
tion or neutralization of at least part of the alkaline
groups. Examples of suitable cathodically depositable
binders include amino(meth)acrylate resins, aminopol-
yurethane resins, amino group-containing polybutadi-
ene resins, epoxy resin-carbon dioxide-amine-reaction
products and in particular amino epoxy resins, for ex-
ample, amino epoxy resins having terminal double
bonds or amino epoxy resins having primary OH-
groups.
[0028] Examples of suitable cross-linking agents that
may be used in the CED coating compositions include
aminoplast resins, cross-linking agents having terminal
double bonds, polyepoxide compounds, cross-linking
agents containing groups which are capable of transes-
terification and/or transamidation, and in particular
polyisocyanates, which are blocked by compounds
comprising an active hydrogen group. Examples of
compounds having an active hydrogen group are
monoalcohols, glycol ethers, ketoximes, lactames,
malonic acid esters and aceto-acetic esters.
[0029] The CED-binders as well as the cathodically
depositable binders can be converted into a CED-binder
dispersion, and be used as such for the preparation of
CED-coating compositions according to the invention.
The binders can be used as separate dispersions or in
the form of a CED-dispersion containing both, CED-
binders and cathodically depositable binders. The prep-
aration of CED-dispersions is known to the person
skilled in the art. CED-dispersions can be prepared for
example by converting CED-binders into an aqueous
dispersion by neutralizing with an acid and diluting with
water. The CED-binders and/or the cathodically depos-
itable binders can thereby be present in a mixture with
cross-linking agents and can be converted together with
the latter into an aqueous dispersion. Organic solvent,
where present, may be removed, for example by vacu-
um distillation, before or after conversion into the aque-
ous dispersion, until the desired content is achieved.
[0030] The subsequent removal of solvents can be
avoided, for example, if the CED coating binders are
neutralized in the low-solvent or solvent-free state, for
example as a solvent-free melt, with neutralizing agent
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and are afterwards converted with water into the CED
coating binder dispersion. It is likewise possible to avoid
the removal of organic solvents, if the CED coating bind-
ers are charged as a solution in one or more olefinically
unsaturated monomers which are polymerizable by free
radical polymerization, and the solution is afterwards
converted into an aqueous dispersion by neutralization
with neutralizing agent and dilution with water, followed
by a subsequent radical polymerization of the monomer
(s).
[0031] The CED-coating compositions can contain
additives, which are known in particular for CED-coating
compositions, for example in amounts of 0.1 to 5 wt-%,
based on the resin solids. Examples are wetting agents,
neutralizing agents, levelling agents, catalysts, corro-
sion inhibitors, defoamers, light protecting agents, anti-
oxidants, solvents and conventional anti-crater addi-
tives.
[0032] The CED-coating compositions may or may
not contain pigments and/or extenders. The ratio by
weight of pigment plus extender/resin solids of the CED-
coating compositions is for example from 0:1 to 0.8:1,
and for pigmented CED-coating compositions prefera-
bly is between 0.05:1 and 0.4:1. Examples of pigments
and extenders are the conventional inorganic and/or or-
ganic color pigments and/or effect-giving pigments and/
or extenders, such as, for example, titanium dioxide,
iron oxide pigments, carbon black, phthalocyanine pig-
ments, chinacridon pigments, metal pigments, interfer-
ence pigments, kaolin, talcum, silicon dioxide or corro-
sion protection pigments.
[0033] The CED-coating compositions can be pre-
pared according to the known processes for preparing
CED-baths, i.e. principally by way of the so-called one-
component-process as well as the so-called two-com-
ponent-process.
[0034] CED-coating compositions according to the
one-component-process can for example be prepared
by dispersing pigments and/or extenders in one part of
the binder and/or cross-linking agent and by then grind-
ing them for example in a bead mill, and the preparation
is thereafter completed by mixing them with the other
part of the binder and/or cross-linking agent. The CED-
coating composition can then be prepared from this ma-
terial - after neutralization - by dilution with water.
[0035] CED-coating compositions can for example al-
so be made according to the two-component-process
by preparing a pigmented CED-coating composition
from a binder dispersion by mixing it with a separate pig-
ment paste.
[0036] CED-coating compositions according to the in-
vention can also be prepared by adding a CED-binder
to a CED-coating composition. A CED-binder, in partic-
ular in the form of a CED-binder-dispersion, can for ex-
ample be added subsequently to a CED-coating com-
position, which is ready for coating, for example in the
sense of adding a correcting agent which will improve
the throwing power. If a CED-binder is subsequently

added, it must be ensured that the addition constitutes
a part of 3 to 10 wt-% of the CED-binder on the resin
solids of the CED-coating composition.
[0037] CED-layers can be deposited from the CED-
coating compositions according to the invention in con-
ventional manner on electrically conductive substrates,
for example metal substrates, switched as the cathode,
for example to a dry film thickness of 10 to 30 µm, and
baked at object temperatures of, for example 150°C to
190°C.
[0038] The CED-coating compositions according to
the invention are characterized by their excellent throw-
ing power behavior and are therefore suitable in partic-
ular for coating three-dimensional substrates with voids.
The CED-coating compositions according to the inven-
tion are therefore suitable in particular in the automotive
sector, for example for corrosion protective priming of
automotive bodies or automotive body parts.

EXAMPLES

Example 1 (Comparative Example)

[0039] 220 g nonylphenol (1 mole), 130 g diethylami-
nopropylamine (1 mole) and 100 g toluene were mixed
and heated to 75°C. 33 g paraformaldehyde (91%, 1
mole) were added while the batch was slightly cooled.
After distilling off 21 g reaction water by azeotropic dis-
tillation, the toluene was distilled off under vacuum. After
dilution with 167 g diethylene glycol dimethyl ether, 304
g (1 mole) of toluylene diisocyanate, which was half-
blocked with 2-ethylhexanol, was added to the solution
at 30°C to 40°C and was reacted at 40°C until a NCO-
value of 0 was reached.
[0040] 835 g of the thus obtained solution were con-
verted with a solution of 475 g of an epoxy resin based
on bisphenol A (epoxy equivalent weight 475) in 200 g
propylene glycol monomethyl ether until an epoxy value
of 0 was reached.
[0041] 1240 g of the thus obtained solution were con-
verted by addition of formic acid and deionized water
into a 15 % by weight aqueous dispersion having an acid
content of 34 milliequivalents per 100 g solid.
[0042] In a 10-litre bath of the thus obtained CED-
clear coat, a throwing power box, assembled from test
sheets of bodywork steel and switched as the cathode
which was immersed to a depth of 27 cm, was coated
at a deposition voltage of 300V for 2 minutes at 30°C,
and was baked at 180°C (object temperature) after rins-
ing with deionized water. Analysis of the coating results
was carried out according to VDA-recommendation
621-180. The CED-film thickness on the outside of the
throwing power box was 20 µm. The 5 µm-limit serving
as a measure of the achieved throwing power for the
inner film thickness was 11.5 cm.
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Example 2

[0043] 176 g (2 moles) ethylene carbonate were add-
ed to 146 g (1 mole) triethylene tetraamine at a maxi-
mum temperature of 60°C and were quantitatively con-
verted at 100°C. Thereafter the batch was diluted with
138 g methoxypropanol.
[0044] 460 g of the thus obtained solution were mixed
with 646 g methoxypropanol, 247 g water, 210 g (2
moles) diethanolamine and 130 g (1 mole) diethylami-
nopropylamine. 998 g of an epoxy resin based on bi-
sphenol A (epoxy-weight equivalent 190) were slowly
added to the mixture during one hour and were quanti-
tatively converted at 70°C until an epoxide+amine-value
of 3.45 was reached. By addition of formic acid and
deionized water, a solid content of 15 wt-% and an acid
content of 50 meq per 100 g solids were obtained.

Example 3

[0045] 500 ml were taken out of the 10 liters of CED-
clear coat of Example 1, and were replaced by 500 ml
of the product obtained in Example 2. After thorough
mixing, the CED-coating process was carried out with
the thus obtained 10 liter CED-bath under the conditions
described in Example 1. Analysis of the coating results
was carried out as in Example 1. The CED-film thick-
ness on the outside of the throwing power box was 20
µm. The 5 µm-limit serving as a measure of the achieved
throwing power for the inner film thickness was 18 cm.

Claims

1. A cathodic electrodeposition coating composition
comprising at least one polymeric binder having a
number average molecular mass of 1000 to 3000,
an amine value of 150 to 250 mg KOH/g binder and
50 to 230 milliequivalents/100 g binder of beta-hy-
droxyalkyl urethane groups of the formula
HOCnH2nOC(O)NH- where n = 2 to 3, and wherein
said at least one polymeric binder is present in an
amount of 3 to 10 wt-% based on the total resin sol-
ids in said composition.

2. The cathodic electrodeposition coating composition
of claim 1, wherein said at least one polymeric bind-
er is an amino epoxy polymer.

3. A process for coating electrically conductive sub-
strates by cathodic electrodeposition comprising
the steps of applying a cathodic electrodeposition
coating to a substrate surface, wherein said coating
comprises at least one polymeric binder having a
number average molecular mass of 1000 to 3000,
an amine value of 150 to 250 mg KOH/g binder and
50 to 230 milliequivalents/100 g binder of beta-hy-
droxyalkyl urethane groups of the formula

HOCnH2nOC(O)NH- where n = 2 to 3, and wherein
said at least one polymeric binder is present in an
amount of 3 to 10 wt-% based on the total resin sol-
ids in said composition; and then baking the coated
substrate.

4. The process of claim 3, wherein said at least one
polymeric binder is an amino epoxy polymer.

5. The process of claim 3 or 4, wherein the substrates
are three-dimensional substrates optionally con-
taining voids.

6. The process of claim 5, wherein the three-dimen-
sional substrates are automotive bodies and parts
thereof.

Patentansprüche

1. Beschichtungszusammensetzung für eine kathodi-
sche Elektroablagerung, welche mindestens ein
polymeres Bindemittel enthält mit einer zahlenmä-
ßigen durchschnittlichen molekularen Masse von
1000 bis 3000, mit einem Aminwert von 150 bis 250
mg KOH/g Bindemittel und mit 50 bis 230 Milliäqui-
valente/100 g Bindemittel aus beta-Hydroxyalkylu-
rethangruppen mit der Formel HOCnH2nOC(O)NH
- wobei n = 2 bis 3 ist, und wobei mindestens ein
polymeres Bindemittel in einer Menge von 3 bis 10
Gew.-% vorhanden ist, bezogen auf die gesamten
Harzfeststoffe in dieser Zusammensetzung.

2. Beschichtungszusammensetzung für eine kathodi-
sche Elektroablagerung gemäß Anspruch 1, bei
welcher mindestens ein polymeres Bindemittel aus
einem Aminepoxypolymer besteht.

3. Verfahren für die Beschichtung bzw. das Lackieren
von elektrisch leitenden Substraten durch eine ka-
thodische Elektroablagerung, welches die Schritte
für das Auftragen einer Beschichtung für eine ka-
thodische Elektroablagerung auf eine Substrato-
berfläche umfasst, wobei jene Beschichtung min-
destens ein polymeres Bindemittel enthält mit einer
zahlenmäßigen durchschnittlichen molekularen
Masse von 1000 bis 3000, mit einem Aminwert von
150 bis 250 mg KOH/g Bindemittel und mit 50 bis
230 Milliäquivalente/100 g Bindemittel aus beta-Hy-
droxyalkylurethangruppen mit der Formel
HOCnH2nOC(O)NH - wobei n = 2 bis 3 ist, und wo-
bei mindestens ein polymeres Bindemittel mit einer
Menge von 3 bis 10 Gew.-% vorhanden ist, bezogen
auf die gesamten Harzfeststoffe in dieser Zusam-
mensetzung; und daraufhin ein Backen des be-
schichteten Substrats.

4. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 3, bei welchem minde-
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stens ein polymeres Bindemittel aus einem Amine-
poxypolymer besteht.

5. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 3 oder 4, bei welchem
die Substrate dreidimensionale Substrate sind, wel-
che wahlweise Hohlräume enthalten.

6. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 5, bei welchem die drei-
dimensionalen Substrate Kraftfahrzeug-Karosseri-
en und Teile derselben sind.

Revendications

1. Composition de revêtement par électrodéposition
cathodique comprenant au moins un liant polymère
possédant un poids moléculaire moyen en nombre
de 1000 à 3000, une valeur d'amine de 150 à 250
mg KOH/g de liant et de 50 à 230 milliéquivalents/
100 g de liant de groupes de bêta-hydroxyalkyluré-
thane de la formule HOCnH2nOC(O)NH- où n = 2 à
3, et dans laquelle ledit au moins un liant polymère
est présent dans une quantité de 3 à 10% en poids
sur la base du total de solides de résine dans ladite
composition.

2. Composition de revêtement par électrodéposition
cathodique suivant la revendication 1, dans laquelle
ledit au moins un liant polymère est un polymère
aminoépoxy.

3. Procédé pour le revêtement de substrats électri-
quement conducteurs par une électrodéposition ca-
thodique comprenant les étapes d'application d'un
revêtement par électrodéposition cathodique sur
une surface de substrat, dans lequel ledit revête-
ment comprend au moins un liant polymère possé-
dant un poids moléculaire moyen en nombre de
1000 à 3000, une valeur d'amine de 150 à 250 mg
KOH/g de liant et de 50 à 230 milliéquivalents/100
g de liant de groupes de bêta-hydroxyalkyluréthane
de la formule HOCnH2nOC(O)NH- où n = 2 à 3, et
dans lequel ledit au moins un liant polymère est pré-
sent dans une quantité de 3 à 10% en poids sur la
base du total de solides de résine dans ladite com-
position; et ensuite de cuisson du substrat revêtu.

4. Procédé suivant la revendication 3, dans lequel le-
dit au moins un liant polymère est un polymère ami-
noépoxy.

5. Procédé suivant la revendication 3 ou 4, dans le-
quel les substrats sont des substrats tridimension-
nels contenant éventuellement des vides.

6. Procédé suivant la revendication 5, dans lequel les
substrats tridimensionnels sont des carrosseries
d'automobile et des pièces de celles-ci.
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