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(54) Air conditioner

(57) An air conditioner includes an inverter circuit
(10), a control unit (2) that controls the inverter circuit
(10), a compressor (11) having a protection device (a
pressure switch) (9), and a phase-voltage detection cir-
cuit (a U-phase voltage detection circuit) (6) that detects
a voltage at any of three-phase windings (compressor
windings) (8U-8W) of the compressor (11). The control
unit (2) includes a shutdown-cause specifying unit (2a)

that determines presence or absence of an operation of
the protection device (9) based on a phase voltage value
detected by the phase-voltage detection circuit (6), by
turning on any of a plurality of switching elements (1Up-
1Wn) constituting the inverter circuit (10), after the com-
pressor (11) has been shut down, and specifies a cause
of the shutdown of the compressor (11).
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an air condi-
tioner.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] A compressor drive device incorporated in a
conventional air conditioner is configured to block power
distribution to a motor by opening a contact point (a ther-
mostat) serially connected to a motor winding at the time
of increase of pressure or temperature inside a compres-
sor, thereby preventing abnormal increase of pressure
or temperature in the compressor. In the compressor
drive device, when the winding temperature of the motor
has reached a predetermined temperature to be protect-
ed, a phase current of a phase in which the contact point
is provided is blocked by opening the contact point, and
a current sensor detects that a phase current value of
the phase in which the contact point is provided is zero,
and all the three-phase current outputs are stopped
based on an output of the current sensor (see, for exam-
ple, Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No.
2007-318824).
[0003] However, in the conventional technique repre-
sented by the above patent document, power distribution
to the motor is blocked at the time of increase of pressure
or temperature inside the compressor, which prevents
abnormal increase of the pressure or temperature in the
compressor. However, it cannot be specified whether the
cause of shutdown of the compressor is due to abnormal
pressure or other than the abnormal pressure (for exam-
ple, overcurrent, abnormal bus voltage, or open-phase
abnormality).
[0004] The present invention has been achieved in
view of the above problems, and an object of the present
invention is to provide an air conditioner that can specify
the cause of shutdown of a compressor.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] It is an object of the present invention to at least
partially solve the problems in the conventional technol-
ogy.
[0006] According to an aspect of the present invention,
an air conditioner including: an inverter circuit that has a
plurality of switching elements to be on-off controlled,
and converts a DC voltage to an AC voltage of an arbitrary
frequency to drive an AC electric motor; a control unit
that executes on-off control with respect to each switch-
ing element to control the inverter circuit; a compressor
having a protection device that opens an electric connec-
tion of three-phase windings therein connected to the
inverter circuit at a time of occurrence of an abnormality

in the compressor driven by the inverter circuit; and a
phase-voltage detection circuit that detects a voltage at
any of the three-phase windings in the compressor. The
control unit includes a shutdown-cause specifying unit
that determines presence or absence of an operation of
the protection device based on a phase voltage value
detected by the phase-voltage detection circuit through
an operation of any of the switching elements after the
compressor has been shut down, and specifies a cause
of the shutdown of the compressor.
[0007] The above and other objects, features, advan-
tages and technical and industrial significance of this in-
vention will be better understood by reading the following
detailed description of presently preferred embodiments
of the invention, when considered in connection with the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008]

FIG. 1 is a system block diagram of an inverter device
and a compressor incorporated in an air conditioner
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
FIG. 2 is a system block diagram of the inverter de-
vice and the compressor at the time of operating a
pressure switch;
FIG. 3 is a first explanatory diagram of an operation
for confirming whether the pressure switch has been
operated;
FIG. 4 is a second explanatory diagram of an oper-
ation for confirming whether the pressure switch has
been operated; and
FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing an operation when an
abnormality has occurred in a compressor.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0009] Exemplary embodiments of an air conditioner
according to the present invention will be explained below
in detail with reference to the accompanying drawings.
The present invention is not limited to the embodiments.

Embodiment

[0010] FIG. 1 is a system block diagram of an inverter
device and a compressor 11 incorporated in an air con-
ditioner according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention. FIG. 2 is a system block diagram of the inverter
device and the compressor 11 at the time of operating a
pressure switch 9. FIG. 3 is a first explanatory diagram
of an operation for confirming whether the pressure
switch 9 has been operated. FIG. 4 is a second explan-
atory diagram of an operation for confirming whether the
pressure switch 9 has been operated. FIG. 5 is a flow-
chart showing an operation when an abnormality has oc-
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curred in a compressor.
[0011] The inverter device shown in FIG. 1 includes an
inverter circuit 10, a control unit 2, a current detection
circuit 4, a bus-voltage detection circuit 5, and a U-phase
voltage detection circuit 6 as a main configuration. In FIG.
1, upper-arm switching elements constituting the inverter
circuit 10 are defined as "1Up", "1Vp", and "1Wp", and
lower arm switching elements are defined as "1Un",
"1Vn", and "1Wn". In FIG. 1, compressor windings 8U,
8V, and 8W (winding of the motor) and the pressure
switch 9 (a protection device), which are a part of con-
stituent elements of the compressor 11 driven by the in-
verter device, are shown.
[0012] The current detection circuit 4 detects a DC cur-
rent value flowing into the inverter circuit 10, and the DC
current value detected by the current detection circuit 4
is input to the control unit 2 and used for blocking over-
current of the switching elements 1Up to 1Wn or the like.
[0013] The bus-voltage detection circuit 5 detects a
voltage between both ends (a divided voltage) of a ca-
pacitor 7 to be applied to the inverter circuit 10, and the
voltage detected by the bus-voltage detection circuit 5 is
input to the control unit 2 as a bus voltage value and used
for detection of an abnormal bus voltage or the like.
[0014] The U-phase voltage detection circuit 6 is con-
nected to the U-phase compressor winding 8U and a
connection terminal between the switching elements 1Up
and 1Un, and a U-phase voltage value detected by the
U-phase voltage detection circuit 6 is input to the control
unit 2. A shutdown-cause specifying unit 2a of the control
unit 2 described later determines whether the pressure
switch 9 is in an operation state or a non-operation state
according to the U-phase voltage value output from the
U-phase voltage detection circuit 6. In the present em-
bodiment, the U-phase voltage value is detected by the
U-phase voltage detection circuit 6 as an example. How-
ever, the state of the pressure switch 9 can be determined
by using a phase voltage value of any phase of the U
phase, V phase, and W phase, or the state of the pressure
switch 9 can be determined by using a plurality of phase
voltage values of the U phase, V phase, and W phase.
[0015] The pressure switch 9 is provided so as to open
or close an electric connection among the U-phase com-
pressor winding 8U, the V-phase compressor winding
8V, and the W-phase compressor winding 8W. For ex-
ample, when the discharge-side pressure in an airtight
container (not shown) of the compressor 11 is lower than
a certain threshold, the pressure switch 9, as shown in
FIG. 1, closes the electric connection of the compressor
windings 8U to 8W. When the discharge-side pressure
exceeds the certain threshold, the pressure switch 9, as
shown in FIG. 2, opens the electric connection of the
compressor windings 8U to 8W. Even when the dis-
charge-side pressure having exceeded the certain
threshold becomes a lower value than the threshold
again, the pressure switch 9 returns to the state before
the operation (a non-operation state) to close the com-
pressor windings 8U to 8W. As the threshold, a value

when determining the discharge-side pressure at the
time of increase and a value when determining the dis-
charge-side pressure at the time of decrease can be the
same as or different from each other.
[0016] The control unit 2 is connected to the respective
switching elements 1Up to 1Wn by a connection line 3
via a drive circuit (not shown) or the like, to control the
respective switching elements 1Up to 1Wn based on the
DC current value detected by the current detection circuit
4, a rotation-number command signal (not shown), or the
like. The inverter circuit 10 controlled by the control unit
2 switches a DC voltage from the capacitor 7 by PWM
modulation to convert the DC voltage to an AC voltage
having a sinusoidal waveform, and outputs the AC volt-
age to the compressor windings 8U to 8W, the constituent
elements of the compressor 11.
[0017] The control unit 2 also includes the shutdown-
cause specifying unit 2a that specifies whether the cause
of shutdown of the compressor 11 is due to abnormal
pressure or other than the abnormal pressure (for exam-
ple, overcurrent, bus voltage abnormality, or open phase
abnormality), and determines whether the cause of ab-
normal pressure is due to a compressor failure or other
factors (for example, temporary load fluctuation of a re-
frigerant circuit).
[0018] An operation for specifying the cause of shut-
down of the compressor is explained below. In FIG. 5,
when having determined that any of overcurrent, abnor-
mal bus voltage, and open-phase abnormality has oc-
curred based on a phase-current detection value, a bus
voltage value, and a U-phase voltage value respectively
from the current detection circuit 4, the bus-voltage de-
tection circuit 5, and the U-phase voltage detection circuit
6, the control unit 2 stops drive of the respective switching
elements 1Up to 1Wn in order to protect the compressor
11, thereby shutting down the compressor 11 (Step S1).
[0019] The shutdown-cause specifying unit 2a turns
on only the upper-arm switching element 1Vp (a V-phase
upper arm) for a certain time (B seconds) after a certain
time (A seconds) has passed since shutdown of the com-
pressor 11, in order to confirm whether the pressure
switch 9 has been operated (Step S2). In the present
embodiment, only the switching element 1Vp is turned
on in order to confirm whether the pressure switch 9 has
been operated, as an example. However, the switching
element of another phase can be turned on or switching
elements of a plurality of phases can be turned on to
confirm the operation state of the pressure switch 9. In
the present embodiment, the switching element 1Vp is
turned on after the certain time (A seconds) has passed
since shutdown of the compressor 11. However, the
switching element 1Vp can be turned on immediately af-
ter an abnormality has occurred in the compressor 11
without setting the certain time (A seconds). Further-
more, the certain time (B seconds) to turn on the switch-
ing element 1Vp is set to a time capable of detecting a
voltage by the U-phase voltage detection circuit 6.
[0020] The shutdown-cause specifying unit 2a that has
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turned on the switching element 1Vp determines whether
there is the U-phase voltage based on the U-phase volt-
age value detected by the U-phase voltage detection cir-
cuit 6, that is, whether the pressure switch 9 is in the
operation state or the non-operation state based on the
presence or absence of the U-phase voltage (Step S3).
[0021] When there is the U-phase voltage at Step S3
(NO at Step S3), the shutdown-cause specifying unit 2a
determines that the pressure switch 9 is not operated as
shown in FIG. 3 (determines that it is not abnormal pres-
sure), and determines that the cause of shutdown of the
compressor 11 is other than the abnormal pressure (for
example, overcurrent, abnormal bus voltage, or open-
phase abnormality) (Step S4).
[0022] When there is no U-phase voltage at Step S3
(YES at Step S3), as shown in FIG. 4, the shutdown-
cause specifying unit 2a determines that the pressure
switch 9 has been operated (determines that there is ab-
normal pressure), and increments an abnormal-pressure
frequency counter by one (Step S5). The abnormal-pres-
sure frequency counter indicates the frequency of occur-
rence of abnormal pressure (that is, the frequency of oc-
currence of high-pressure abnormality) during a period
of a certain time (C minutes), and is used for determining
whether the cause of abnormal pressure is due to a com-
pressor failure or other factors (for example, temporary
load fluctuation of a refrigerant circuit).
[0023] The shutdown-cause specifying unit 2a deter-
mines whether a value of the abnormal-pressure fre-
quency counter is equal to 1 (Step S6). When the value
of the abnormal-pressure frequency counter is not equal
to 1 (NO at Step S6), that is, the value of the abnormal-
pressure frequency counter is equal to or larger than 2,
the shutdown-cause specifying unit 2a performs an op-
eration at Step S8. When the value of the abnormal-pres-
sure frequency counter is equal to 1 (YES at Step S6),
the shutdown-cause specifying unit 2a performs an op-
eration at Step S7.
[0024] When the value of the abnormal-pressure fre-
quency counter is equal to 1 at Step S6, the shutdown-
cause specifying unit 2a starts counting of a timer 1 in
order to obtain an elapsed time from a time point at which
abnormal pressure has occurred (a time point at which
the abnormal-pressure frequency counter is incremented
by one) (Step S7). The timer 1 is used for determination
of whether the compressor 11 has a failure by detecting
the frequency of abnormal pressure (the frequency of
occurrence of abnormal pressure during a specified time
(C minutes)). The timer 1 is reset after passage of a cer-
tain time (D minutes) as described later.
[0025] On the other hand, when the value of the ab-
normal-pressure frequency counter is not equal to 1 at
Step S6, the shutdown-cause specifying unit 2a deter-
mines whether the value of the abnormal-pressure fre-
quency counter is less than a specified number of times
n (Step S8). The specified number of times n is set based
on the frequency of occurrence of abnormal pressure,
by which it can be concluded that the compressor 11 has

a failure.
[0026] When the frequency of occurrence of abnormal
pressure is less than the specified number of times n
(YES at Step S8), the shutdown-cause specifying unit 2a
determines that the cause of abnormal pressure may be
temporary load fluctuation of a refrigerant circuit and per-
forms an operation at Step S9.
[0027] When the frequency of occurrence of abnormal
pressure exceeds the specified number of times n (NO
at Step S8), the shutdown-cause specifying unit 2a per-
forms an operation at Step S15.
[0028] The shutdown-cause specifying unit 2a turns
on only the upper-arm switching element 1Vp again for
the certain time (B seconds) after passage of a certain
time (E seconds) after counting of the timer 1 has been
started at Step S7 (Step S9).
[0029] The shutdown-cause specifying unit 2a having
turned on the switching element 1Vp determines whether
there is the U-phase voltage based on the U-phase volt-
age value detected by the U-phase voltage detection cir-
cuit 6 (Step S10). When there is the U-phase voltage
(YES at Step S10), the shutdown-cause specifying unit
2a performs an operation at Step S10. When there is no
U-phase voltage (NO at Step S10), the shutdown-cause
specifying unit 2a performs an operation at Step S11.
[0030] At Step S10, when there is no U-phase voltage
(NO at Step S10), the shutdown-cause specifying unit
2a starts counting of a timer 2 to obtain a duration time
of abnormal pressure (Step S11). The timer 2 is used for
determining that the compressor has a failure when the
pressure switch 9 does not return to the state before the
operation due to the failure of the compressor 11, al-
though the discharge-side pressure in the airtight con-
tainer of the compressor 11 has dropped below the
threshold after the pressure switch 9 has been operated.
[0031] The shutdown-cause specifying unit 2a deter-
mines whether the timer 2 is within the specified time (C
minutes) (Step S12). The specified time (C minutes) is
set to, for example, a value larger than a time interval
taken from a time when the compressor 11 is shut down
to a time when the discharge-side pressure in the airtight
container of the compressor 11 becomes equal to or low-
er than the threshold. The specified time is not limited
thereto.
[0032] When the timer 2 is within the specified time (C
minutes) (YES at Step S12), the shutdown-cause spec-
ifying unit 2a performs the operation at Step S9. When
the timer 2 exceeds the specified time (C minutes) (NO
at Step S12), the shutdown-cause specifying unit 2a per-
forms the operation at Step S15.
[0033] At Step S10, when there is the U-phase voltage
(YES at Step S10), the shutdown-cause specifying unit
2a determines that the pressure switch 9 has returned
to the state before the operation (a non-operation state)
and the compressor windings 8U to 8W are closed, be-
cause the discharge-side pressure in the airtight contain-
er of the compressor 11 becomes lower than the certain
threshold, thereby canceling the abnormal pressure
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(Step S13). The control unit 2 restarts the compressor
11 by driving the inverter circuit 10 after the certain time
has passed since canceling of the abnormal pressure.
[0034] After canceling abnormal pressure, the control
unit 2 resets counting of the timer 2 (Step S14).
[0035] At Step S8, when the frequency of occurrence
of abnormal pressure exceeds the specified number of
times n (NO at Step S8), the shutdown-cause specifying
unit 2a determines that the cause of abnormal pressure
is not due to temporary load fluctuation of a refrigerant
circuit, but is due to a failure of the compressor 11 (Step
S15), and transmits an error signal to outside. At Step
S12, when the timer 2 exceeds the specified time (C min-
utes) (NO at Step S12), because the pressure switch 9
has not been returned to the state before the operation,
the shutdown-cause specifying unit 2a determines that
the cause of abnormal pressure is due to a failure of the
compressor 11 (Step S15), and transmits the error signal
to outside.
[0036] After the failure of the compressor has been
confirmed at Step S15, the shutdown-cause specifying
unit 2a resets counting of the timer 1, timer 2, and the
abnormal-pressure frequency counter (Step S16).
[0037] After counting of the timer 1 has been started
at Step S7, the shutdown-cause specifying unit 2a mon-
itors whether the value of the timer 1 has exceeded a
specified time (D minutes) regardless of an operation
state of the compressor 11, and when the timer 1 has
exceeded the specified time (D minutes), resets the timer
1 and the abnormal-pressure frequency counter.
[0038] As explained above, the air conditioner accord-
ing to the present embodiment includes the inverter cir-
cuit 10 that has the plurality of switching elements 1Up
to 1Wn to be on-off controlled and converts the DC volt-
age to the AC voltage of an arbitrary frequency to drive
an AC electric motor, and the control unit 2 that executes
on-off control with respect to the switching elements 1Up
to 1Wn to control the inverter circuit 10. The air condi-
tioner also includes the compressor 11 having a protec-
tion device (the pressure switch 9) that opens the electric
connection of the three-phase windings (the compressor
windings 8U to 8W) in the compressor 11 connected to
the inverter circuit 10 at the time of occurrence of an
abnormality in the compressor 11 driven by the inverter
circuit 10, and a phase-voltage detection circuit (the U-
phase voltage detection circuit 6) that detects any voltage
of the three-phase windings in the compressor 11. The
control unit 2 includes the shutdown-cause specifying
unit 2a that determines the presence or absence of the
operation of the protection device based on the phase
voltage value detected by the phase-voltage detection
circuit by turning on any of the switching elements 1Up
to 1Wn after the compressor 11 has been shut down,
thereby specifying the cause as to why the compressor
11 has been shut down. According to the configuration,
it can be determined whether the protection device has
been operated, and whether the cause of shutdown of
the compressor 11 is due to abnormal pressure or other

than the abnormal pressure (for example, overcurrent,
abnormal bus voltage, or open-phase abnormality) can
be specified.
[0039] The shutdown-cause specifying unit 2a is con-
figured to detect restoration of the operated protection
device based on the phase voltage value detected by the
phase-voltage detection circuit. Accordingly, it can be de-
termined that the cause of abnormal pressure is due to
temporary load fluctuation of a refrigerant circuit or the
like, and the compressor 11 can be restarted by canceling
the abnormal pressure.
[0040] The shutdown-cause specifying unit 2a is con-
figured to detect an operation frequency of the protection
device based on the phase voltage value detected by the
phase-voltage detection circuit, thereby determining the
presence or absence of a failure of the compressor 11.
Accordingly, it can be reliably determined that the cause
of abnormal pressure is due to a failure of the compressor
or other factors (for example, temporary load fluctuation
of a refrigerant circuit).
[0041] The embodiment of the present invention is only
an example of the contents of the present invention, and
it is possible to combine the embodiment with other pub-
licly-known techniques, and it is needless to mention that
the present invention can be configured while modifying
it without departing from the scope of the invention, such
as omitting a part of configurations in the embodiment.
[0042] According to the present invention, the cause
of shutdown of a compressor can be specified by deter-
mining the presence or absence of operation of a pro-
tection device based on a phase voltage value detected
by a phase-voltage detection circuit.
[0043] The control unit includes a shutdown-cause
specifying unit that determines presence or absence of
an operation of the protection device based on a phase
voltage value detected by the phase-voltage detection
circuit through an operation of any of the switching ele-
ments after the compressor has been shut down, and
specifies a cause of the shutdown of the compressor.
[0044] Although the invention has been described with
respect to specific embodiments for a complete and clear
disclosure, the appended claims are not to be thus limited
but are to be construed as embodying all modifications
and alternative constructions that may occur to one
skilled in the art that fairly fall within the basic teaching
herein set forth.

Claims

1. An air conditioner comprising:

an inverter circuit (10) that has a plurality of
switching elements (1Up-1Wn) to be on-off con-
trolled, and converts a DC voltage to an AC volt-
age of an arbitrary frequency to drive an AC elec-
tric motor;
a control unit (2) that executes on-off control with
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respect to each switching element (1Up-1Wn)
to control the inverter circuit (10);
a compressor (11) having a protection device
(9) that opens an electric connection of three-
phase windings (8U-8W) therein connected to
the inverter circuit (10) at a time of occurrence
of an abnormality in the compressor (11) driven
by the inverter circuit (10); and
a phase-voltage detection circuit (6) that detects
a voltage at any of the three-phase windings
(8U-8W) in the compressor (11),
wherein the control unit (2) includes a shutdown-
cause specifying unit (2a) that determines pres-
ence or absence of an operation of the protec-
tion device (9) based on a phase voltage value
detected by the phase-voltage detection circuit
(6) through an operation of any of the switching
elements (1Up-1Wn) after the compressor (11)
has been shut down, and specifies a cause of
the shutdown of the compressor.

2. The air conditioner according to claim 1, wherein the
shutdown-cause specifying unit detects restoration
of the operated protection device based on the phase
voltage value detected by the phase-voltage detec-
tion circuit.

3. The air conditioner according to claim 1 or 2, wherein
the shutdown-cause specifying unit detects an op-
eration frequency of the protection device based on
the phase voltage value detected by the phase-volt-
age detection circuit, and determines presence or
absence of a failure of the compressor.
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