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(57) In the system management server, an informa-
tion processing apparatus that is an event-information
acquisition target is registered as a monitored apparatus
in configuration information; event information that com-
plies with a rule stored in advance is identified from
among a plurality of pieces of event information stored

in the system management server; a server apparatus
for a network service related to the event information is
identified; and a message is displayed which indicates
that the cause of the event that occurred in a client infor-
mation processing apparatus which has generated event
information is an event related to the network service,
which occurred in the server apparatus.
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Description

[Technical Field]

[0001] A technology disclosed in this specification re-
lates to a system management method, an apparatus, a
system, and a program for managing an operation of an
information processing system which includes a server
computer, a network apparatus, and a storage appara-
tus, and to a medium that includes the program, and an
apparatus for delivering the program.

[Background Art]

[0002] Recent years, each IT system (IT is an abbre-
viation for Information Technology, and hereinafter, an
IT system is also referred to as an information processing
system) has become complex and large-scaled because
various IT apparatuses (hereinafter, also referred to as
information processing apparatuses) are coupled thereto
via a network. Faults may affect the various IT appara-
tuses via the network. As an example of root cause anal-
ysis technologies of identifying the locations and causes
of the faults, Patent Document 1 discloses an event cor-
relation technology of analyzing a fault location and a
cause by using event information used by an IT apparatus
to notify fault contents. The event correlation technology
is also called a technology of estimating a root cause by
using the correlation of events sent from computers when
faults occur.
[0003] Non-Patent Document 2 discloses a technology
in which a rule is made from a combination of the tech-
nology disclosed in Patent Document 1 and events oc-
curring at the time of faults, and an estimated root cause,
handled as a pair, thereby quickly determining a root
cause by using an inference engine made based on an
expert system.
[0004]

[Patent Citation 1] US Patent No. 6,249,755 Speci-
fication
[Non Patent Citation 1] "Rete: A Fast Algorithm for
the Many Pattern/Many Object Pattern Match Prob-
lem", ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, Vol. 19, no. 1,
1982, pp. 17-37

[Disclosure of Invention]

[Technical Problem]

[0005] Since a system management server that per-
forms processing required for operation management
cannot obtain events of all IT apparatuses coupled to the
network, the system management server limits the
number of IT apparatuses from which event information
is received (or obtained) and displays an analysis result
by using a root cause analysis technology.
[0006] However, in the analysis technology, it is prem-

ised that event information can be obtained from all IT
apparatuses coupled to the network. As a result, when
an event (for example, a fault) occurs in an IT apparatus
from which the system management server does not ob-
tain event information, and an IT apparatus from which
the system management server obtains event informa-
tion is affected by this fault, since the IT apparatus in
which the fault has occurred is not an analysis target, a
rule is not applied thereto and the root cause of the fault
cannot be identified.

[Technical Solution]

[0007] The present invention provides an apparatus,
a system, a method, a program, and a storage medium
which are related to analysis of events occurring in a
plurality of information processing apparatuses in an in-
formation processing system that includes the plurality
of information processing apparatuses, a screen output
apparatus, and a system management server which has
a processor and a memory.
According to an embodiment of the present invention,
the system management server stores identification in-
formation of a server apparatus which is included in the
plurality of information processing apparatuses and
which is an access target of each of the plurality of infor-
mation processing apparatuses for using a network serv-
ice as a client, in configuration information held by the
memory; registers a plurality of monitored apparatuses
which are included in the plurality of information process-
ing apparatuses and from which the system management
server obtains event information, in the configuration in-
formation held by the memory; stores in the memory, a
correlation analysis rule information, indicating that;
when an event that includes a first event type related to
the network service and an event that includes a second
event type being different from the first event type related
to the network service, both occurring in the plurality of
information processing apparatuses, are detected, an
event corresponding to the first event type can occur due
to an event corresponding to the second event type;
stores in the memory, a plurality of the event information
obtained from the plurality of monitored apparatuses;
identifies first event information which includes the first
event type from among the plurality of the event informa-
tion stored in the memory, based on the correlation anal-
ysis rule information; identifies a first monitored appara-
tus which is one of monitored apparatuses that sends
the first event information and, a fault cause apparatus
which serves as a server apparatus of the network serv-
ice for the first monitored apparatus corresponding to the
first event type, based on the configuration information;
and sends information identifying the first monitored ap-
paratus, the first event type, the fault cause apparatus,
and the second event type to the screen output apparatus
in case that the fault cause apparatus is not included in
the plurality of monitored apparatuses, based on the cor-
relation analysis rule information and the configuration
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information, thereby causing the screen output appara-
tus to display a message indicating that an event corre-
sponding to the first event information that occurred in
the first monitored apparatus is estimated to be caused
by the fact that an event of the second event type oc-
curred in the fault cause apparatus.
[0008] Note that the correlation analysis rule informa-
tion may include topology condition information indicat-
ing a topology condition between a first information
processing apparatus which is one of the plurality of in-
formation processing apparatuses and in which the first
event type is occurred and a second information process-
ing apparatus which is one of the plurality of information
processing apparatuses and in which the second event
type is occurred; and the fault cause apparatus may be
identified based on the topology condition information in
the cause identifying step.
[0009] Further, an event-related information process-
ing apparatus which is a server apparatus for the plurality
of monitored apparatuses and which is included in the
plurality of information processing apparatuses but is not
included in the plurality of monitored apparatuses, may
be identified based on the correlation analysis rule infor-
mation and the configuration information; whether event
information can be obtained from the event-related infor-
mation processing apparatus may be checked; and in-
formation identifying the event-related information
processing apparatus may be sent to the screen output
apparatus, based on a result of the checking, when event
information can be obtained from the event-related infor-
mation processing apparatus; thereby information indi-
cating that event information can be obtained from the
event-related information processing apparatus may be
displayed on the screen output apparatus.
[0010] Further, the event-information acquisition per-
mission/inhibition checking may be performed based on
a result of an access by the system management server,
according to a predetermined procedure to an informa-
tion processing apparatus that is included in the plurality
of information processing apparatuses and that has an
IP address included in an IP address range specified in
advance as a checking range.
[0011] Further, the fault cause apparatus may be a
storage apparatus which has a controller and provides a
logical volume; the network service may be a service
providing the logical volume by a block access protocol;
and the first event type may be the occurrence of a fault
in the controller and the first event type may be a fail in
accessing the logical volume.
Further, when the fault cause apparatus is one of the
plurality of monitored apparatuses, second event infor-
mation which includes the second event type and which
has been obtained from the fault cause apparatus, may
be identified from among the plurality of the event infor-
mation, and information identifying the first monitored ap-
paratus, the first event information, the fault cause ap-
paratus, and the second event information may be sent
to the screen output apparatus based on the correlation

analysis rule information and the configuration informa-
tion; thereby a message indicating that an event corre-
sponding to the first event information that occurred in
the first monitored apparatus is caused by an event cor-
responding to the second event information that occurred
in the fault cause apparatus may be displayed on the
screen output apparatus.
According to another embodiment of the present inven-
tion, in the system management server, an information
processing apparatus that is an event-information acqui-
sition target is registered as a monitored apparatus in
configuration information; event information that com-
plies with a rule stored in advance is identified from
among a plurality of event information stored in the sys-
tem management server; a server apparatus for a net-
work service related to the event information is identified;
and a message is displayed which indicates that the
cause of the event that occurred in a client information
processing apparatus which has generated event infor-
mation is an event related to the network service, which
occurred in the server apparatus.

[Advantageous Effects]

[0012] According to the present invention, even when
an event has occurred in an IT apparatus from which
event information is not obtained, an analysis result can
be displayed.

[Brief Description of Drawings]

[0013]

[FIG. 1] FIG. 1 shows an entire configuration diagram
of an operation management system according to
the present invention.
[FIG. 2] FIG. 2 schematically shows an entire
processing flow of fault analysis according to one
embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 3] FIG. 3 schematically shows one represent-
ative configuration example of an IT system which
is a target of the present invention.
[FIG. 4] FIG. 4 schematically shows correlation anal-
ysis rule information used in the operation manage-
ment system of the present invention.
[FIG. 5] FIG. 5 schematically shows topologies spec-
ified as application targets in the correlation analysis
rule information shown in FIG. 4.
[FIG. 6] FIG. 6 schematically shows a rule-applica-
tion-destination management table which is one ex-
ample of a table data structure for managing lists of
IT apparatuses to which rules are applied.
[FIG. 7] FIG. 7 is a processing flow of generating
application information of the correlation analysis
rule information according to one embodiment of the
present invention.
[FIG. 8] FIG. 8 schematically shows connection in-
formation of IP-SAN storage apparatuses, obtained
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from computers serving as IP-SAN clients, in a first
embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 9] FIG. 9 schematically shows configuration
information related to an IP-SAN storage that is a
management-target IT apparatus, the configuration
information being held in configuration manage-
ment, in the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
[FIG. 10] FIG. 10 is an example screen display which
proposes a user to set a not-managed IT apparatus
to a management target, in the first embodiment of
the present invention.
[FIG. 11] FIG. 11 schematically shows a not-man-
aged IT-apparatus management table which is one
example of a table data structure for managing not-
managed IT apparatuses, in the first embodiment of
the present invention.
[FIG. 12] FIG. 12 schematically shows the rule-ap-
plication-destination management table, holding
lists of IT apparatuses to which rules are applied, in
the first embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 13] FIG. 13 schematically shows connection
information of FC-SAN storage apparatuses, ob-
tained from computers serving as FC-SAN clients,
in the first embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 14] FIG. 14 schematically shows information
related to an FC-SAN storage that is a management-
target IT apparatus, the information being held in the
configuration management, in the first embodiment
of the present invention.
[FIG. 15] FIG. 15 schematically shows identification
information and public names related to file servers,
which can be obtained from computers serving as
the file servers, in the first embodiment of the present
invention.
[FIG. 16] FIG. 16 schematically shows a processing
flow of displaying a fault analysis result on a screen,
in the first embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 17] FIG. 17 schematically shows an example
of fault analysis result data in a case where a not-
managed IT apparatus causes a fault, in the first em-
bodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 18] FIG. 18 schematically shows an example
screen display configuration for a fault analysis result
in the case where the not-managed IT apparatus
causes a fault, in the first embodiment of the present
invention.
[FIG. 19] FIG. 19 schematically shows screen dis-
play for a fault analysis result in the case where the
not-managed IT apparatus causes a fault, in the first
embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 20] FIG. 20 schematically shows an entire
processing flow of fault analysis, in a second em-
bodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 21] FIG. 21 is the processing flow of generating
application information of the correlation analysis
rule information, according to one embodiment of
the present invention.

[Explanation of Reference]

[0014]

NO: system management server
N1 to N3: computer
N4: network (NW) switch
N5: storage apparatus
O1: computer
O2: NW switch
O3: storage apparatus
M1: screen output apparatus

[Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention]

[0015] Embodiments of the present invention will be
described below.

[First Embodiment]

[0016] FIG. 1 is an overview showing one configuration
of an information processing system for implementing
the present invention.
The information processing system includes an opera-
tion management system and a system management
server. In the operation management system, the system
management server N0 monitors and manages, as man-
agement targets, computers, a network switch (NW
switch), and a storage apparatus which constitute the IT
system.
The system management server N0 of the present in-
vention includes an event reception part C0 for receiving
event information such as a status change in a manage-
ment-target IT apparatus, fault information, and notifica-
tion information; a rule engine C1 for performing fault
analysis based on the received event information accord-
ing to a rule R0 defined in advance; configuration man-
agement C3 for managing configuration information of
management-target IT apparatuses; and a screen dis-
play part C2 for outputting information required for oper-
ation management to a screen.
[0017] Further, the operation management system in-
cludes a screen output apparatus M1 for displaying in-
formation used for operation management on the screen
based on output data and the control of the screen display
part. The screen output apparatus M1 is coupled to the
system management server N0. Note that a first candi-
date for the screen output apparatus M1 is a display ap-
paratus coupled to the system management server; how-
ever, another apparatus can be used instead if the ap-
paratus can display analysis result information for the
administrator of the operation management system. Oth-
er examples of the screen output apparatus M1 include
a mobile terminal which can receive electronic mail sent
from the system management server N0 and display it,
as a screen output apparatus; and a computer having a
display unit, which provides the administrator with infor-
mation based on analysis result information sent by the
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system management server N0, receives an input from
the administrator, and sends it to the system manage-
ment server N0.
[0018] The rule engine C1 includes a rule application
part C11 that reads analysis rule information R0 (here-
inafter also referred to as correlation analysis rule infor-
mation) used for event correlation analysis, obtains con-
figuration information T0 from the configuration manage-
ment C3, and performs processing to apply a rule to IT
apparatuses in the IT system; a rule memory C13, serving
as a working memory, for managing a rule-application-
destination management table C130 in which application
information used by the rule application part to apply a
rule to IT apparatuses is managed and for performing
rule analysis processing; and an event analysis process-
ing part C12 that receives event information received by
the event reception part C0 and performs event correla-
tion analysis. Note that the rule-application-destination
management table C130 may not be stored in the rule
memory C13, but it needs to be stored in a memory of
the system management server N0.
[0019] Note that the correlation analysis rule informa-
tion may be generated and stored by the administrator
of the system management server N0, may be included
in a program of the present invention, to be described
later, and stored in the memory, or may be stored in the
memory through initializing processing of the program of
the present invention.
[0020] Note that hardware items constituting the sys-
tem management server N0 include a processor, the
memory (including secondary storage devices typical of
which are a semiconductor memory and an HDD), and
a network port. Those hardware items are coupled to
each other by an internal network such as a bus. Note
that it is first conceivable that the event reception part
C0, the rule engine C1, the screen display part C2, and
the configuration management C3 are stored in the mem-
ory of the system management server N0 and realized
by a program executed by the processor; however, part
or all of those functions may be realized by hardware.
Note that the program which includes the event reception
part C0, the rule engine C1, the screen display part C2,
and the configuration management C3 is referred to as
an event analysis program in the following description.
[0021] Further, the correlation analysis rule informa-
tion R0, the configuration information T0, and the rule-
application-destination management table C130 are
stored in the memory of the system management server
N0. Further, the configuration information T0 includes at
least one of the following: connection information of IP-
SAN storage apparatuses (FIG. 8); information related
to an IP-SAN storage (FIG. 9); connection information of
FC-SAN storage apparatuses (FIG. 13); information re-
lated to an FC-SAN storage (FIG. 14); and identification
information and public names related to file servers (FIG.
15), all of which will be described later. Further, a de-
scription will be given in which a not-managed IT-appa-
ratus management table (FIG. 11), to be described later,

is also included in the configuration information; however,
if the not-managed IT-apparatus management table is
stored in the memory of the system management server
N0, it may be not stored as information which is not in-
cluded in the configuration information T0.
[0022] Further, the correlation analysis rule informa-
tion R0, the configuration information T0, the rule-appli-
cation-destination management table C130, the connec-
tion information of IP-SAN storage apparatuses, the in-
formation related to an IP-SAN storage, the connection
information of FC-SAN storage apparatuses, the infor-
mation related to an FC-SAN storage, the identification
information and the public names related to file servers,
and the not-managed IT-apparatus management table
are not necessarily stored in a text file, in a table, in a
specific format such as that having a queue structure, or
in a data structure; they just need to include information
to be described later. In order to clarify that they are more
general information in the following description and
claims, the correlation analysis rule information R0, the
configuration information T0, the rule-application-desti-
nation management table C130, the connection informa-
tion of IP-SAN storage apparatuses, the connection in-
formation of FC-SAN storage apparatuses, the informa-
tion related to an IP-SAN storage, the information related
to an FC-SAN storage, the identification information and
the public names related to file servers, the not-managed
IT-apparatus management table are also referred to as
correlation analysis rule information information, config-
uration information, rule-application-destination man-
agement information, connection information of IP-SAN
storage apparatuses, connection information of FC-SAN
storage apparatuses, information related to an IP-SAN
storage, information related to an FC-SAN storage, in-
formation of identification and public names related to
file servers, and not-managed IT-apparatus manage-
ment information, respectively.
[0023] In addition, the system management server
stores, as event entries, event information received from
various management-target IT apparatuses in an event
database defined in the memory although that is not
shown. Note that the event database may have any data
structure if one or more event entries are included therein.
[0024] Note that event information includes event con-
tents, and it may also include an event occurrence time.
Further, in the event database, past event information
may be left as a history according to a specified condition.
When the event information is included in the event da-
tabase and stored in the memory, the program (in par-
ticular, the configuration management C3) of the system
management server may associate the event information
with the identification information of an IT apparatus from
which the event information has been obtained and with
the time at which the system management server has
received the event information, and may include them all
together. Note that the event contents include at least
the type of an event, and, depending on the situation, the
event contents may also include information identifying
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hardware and software in the IT apparatus, in which the
event has occurred.
[0025] The following items are conceivable as exam-
ple event types, but there may be event types other than
those items.

(A) The operation state of the IT apparatus enters a
predetermined state (for example, the occurrence of
a hardware fault or a software fault is included in this
type).
(B) A predetermined health-check result is obtained
(for example, a case where no health-check re-
sponse is obtained for a given period of time is in-
cluded in this type).
(C) The processing speed and the amount of used
resources, such as a processor, a memory, and an
HDD, which are components constituting the IT ap-
paratus satisfy a predetermined condition (for exam-
ple, a case where the remaining capacity of the HDD
falls below 10% is included in this type).
(D) The IT apparatus receives network access which
satisfies a predetermined condition (for example, a
case where the IT apparatus received requests more
than a predetermined number of times, a case where
a network packet which is identified as a requested
DoS attack is received a predetermined number of
times, and a case where a request is received from
an IT apparatus other than a specified IT apparatus
are included in this type).

Note that in order to store the event analysis program in
the memory, it is conceivable to use a method in which
the program is installed or copied from a medium, such
as a DVD-ROM or a CD-ROM, which has stored the pro-
gram, or to use a method in which the program (or infor-
mation from which the program can be generated on the
memory) is received from a program distribution server
that can communicate with the system management
server N0; however, other methods can also be used.
Alternatively, after the program is stored in the system
management server N0 in advance, the system manage-
ment server N0 may be distributed.
[0026] The above-described system management
server N0 analyzes the root cause of faults in the infor-
mation processing system.
[0027] In the operation management system, manage-
ment-target IT apparatuses are specified in advance,
event information is used as an analysis target of corre-
lation analysis, and necessary information is received
from the IT apparatuses. If all IT apparatuses coupled to
the network are managed, the processor, the memory,
and the storage device, such as a hard disk, of the man-
agement server needs to be used very exhaustively for
the management, thereby making practical monitoring
difficult. Therefore, management-target IT apparatuses,
from which information is received, are specified to be
narrowed down in the operation management system to
avoid such difficulty. Further, when a management tool

is a commercially-available tool, the number of licenses
is limited based on the types and the number of IT ap-
paratuses to be managed, in almost all cases. Therefore,
the IT system includes an IT apparatus from which the
system management server N0 obtains or is allowed to
obtain event information for event information analysis
(hereinafter, such an IT apparatus is also be expressed
as monitored IT apparatus, managed IT apparatus, man-
agement IT apparatus, in-management IT apparatus, or
monitored apparatus; and such expressions apply to a
computer, a switch, a router, and a storage apparatus,
which are specific examples of an IT apparatus), and an
IT apparatus from which the system management server
N0 does not obtain or is prevented from obtaining event
information (hereinafter, such an IT apparatus is also ex-
pressed as not-monitored IT apparatus, not-managed IT
apparatus, IT apparatus that is out of management, out-
of-management IT apparatus, or event-related informa-
tion processing apparatus; and such expressions apply
to a computer, a switch, a router, and a storage apparatus
which are specific examples of an IT apparatus).
[0028] IT apparatuses that are not monitored or man-
aged in the system management server N0 are further
classified into an IT apparatus that was once found, con-
firmed, or managed in the system management server
N0, and an IT apparatus that has never been found, con-
firmed, or managed in the system management server
N0. In some system management servers N0, for such
an IT apparatus that was once managed, found, or con-
firmed, configuration information, for example, the IP ad-
dress, the host name, or the fully qualified domain name
(FQDN) of the IT apparatus, which is obtained when it is
found or confirmed, may be held therein and managed,
not always in the same manner as for an IT apparatus
that is monitored and managed. In the present invention,
a non-management-target IT apparatus for which corre-
sponding configuration information is not held in the sys-
tem management server N0 and a non-management-
target IT apparatus for which part or all of corresponding
configuration information has been stored in the system
management server N0 are also defined as non-man-
agement-target IT apparatuses.
[0029] Example cases to be out of management of the
operation management system include a case where a
management-target IT apparatus uses a globally-provid-
ed service such as a DNS server, and a case where the
operation management system cannot sufficiently obtain
information used for management due to circumstances
such as a firewall, an access-right problem, a network
configuration, and an access-means defect.
[0030] The present invention relates to analysis of the
correlation among a plurality of IT apparatuses existing
in the network. However, even when events simultane-
ously occur due to a cause in a plurality of apparatuses
which are correlated with each other, the clock signals
in the individual apparatuses are shifted, and further, the
timing to transfer event information is also shifted. There-
fore, the system management server N0 analyzes event
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information that occurred or was received for the duration
(a period of time) predetermined by a program developer
or for a period of time specified by the administrator. Fur-
ther, even when a cause arises, events related to the
cause may occur at different timing (for example, in a
case where a predetermined network service such as a
Web service or a DNS service is received through cach-
ing processing from a server computer). Thus, analysis
needs to be performed for a period of time instead of at
a particular time.
[0031] It is preferable that desired events be items oc-
curring dynamically to some extent. Further, it is more
preferable that the time difference between the time at
which an event occurs in an IT apparatus, serving as the
cause, because a predetermined cause arises (or the
time at which the system management server receives
the event) and the time at which, due to the cause, an
event occurs in another IT apparatus (or the time at which
the system management server receives the event)
causes an event during the above-mentioned period of
time.
[0032] It is preferable that information conceivable as
one piece of configuration information include the types
and the number of hardware items constituting an IT ap-
paratus, and the communication identification informa-
tion and the name which are necessary to communicate
with the IT apparatus, and be quasi-static information
which can be partially changed by the administrator of
the IT apparatus.
[0033] FIG. 2 shows a flow of general processing
based on the above-described configuration, according
to one embodiment of the present invention.
[0034] In S1, the rule engine C1 reads the correlation
analysis rule information R0 in advance, obtains the con-
figuration information T0 of management targets from
the configuration management C3, searches T0 for the
identification information of IT apparatuses to which the
rule group R0 is applied, and stores the identification in-
formation in the rule-application-destination manage-
ment table C130. The process of S1 is a preparation proc-
ess for fault analysis processing using events, to be per-
formed later, and needs to be performed prior to the anal-
ysis processing. In the first embodiment, which is one of
the embodiments, it is assumed that the analysis
processing is performed prior to the start of the operation,
and the rule-application-destination management table
C130 is held in advance in the rule memory C13.
[0035] In S2, the event reception part C0 waits to re-
ceive events sent from the management-target IT appa-
ratuses in the operation management system.
[0036] S3 is related to a system operation of the oper-
ation management system. S3 is a step to determine
whether a halt process has been instructed and used to
halt the operation.
[0037] In S4, it is judged whether events have been
received by the event reception part C0. When it is judged
that events have been received, the events received by
the event reception part C0 are input to the event analysis

processing part C12, a corresponding rule is determined
based on the rule-application-destination management
table C130, and a fault cause is identified according to
the rule, in S5.
[0038] In S5, the identified fault cause is output to the
screen display part C14. The screen display part C14
sends analysis information based on received analysis
result output data, thereby outputting and displaying a
screen necessary for the operation management on the
screen output apparatus M1.
[0039] Note that received event information may be
temporarily stored in the event database, instead of in
the processes of S2 and S4.
[0040] One advantage of the present invention is to
allow fault cause analysis for an IT apparatus that is not
a management target, by changing the process of the
rule application part in this general processing flow, with-
out largely changing the configuration and the subse-
quent processing flow.
[0041] FIG. 3 is an overview showing one configuration
of an IT system assumed in the embodiments of the
present invention. The IT system of FIG. 3 includes an
operation management system which is a target of op-
eration management including a computer N10, a com-
puter N11, and a computer N12 which are operated and
managed by the management server N0; an IP switch
N21 and an FC switch N31 which are network switches;
a storage apparatus N40; and a storage apparatus N41 ;
a storage apparatus U2; and a computer U5 which are
non-management-target IT apparatuses that are not
managed by the management server N0; a storage ap-
paratus U1 which are coupled to a network G0 via a router
N20; a computer U3 and a computer U4. Note that the
number of the IT apparatuses, such as computers,
switches, routers, and storage apparatuses which are
individually shown, is an example; the operation man-
agement system just needs to include at least an IT ap-
paratus serving as a server which provides a network
service and an IT apparatus serving as a client which
receives the network service.
[0042] The storage apparatus U1, which is a non-man-
agement-target IT apparatus, includes an IP-SAN inter-
face and provides the management-target computer N10
with a logical volume. The storage apparatus U2, which
is a non-management-target IT apparatus, includes an
FC-SAN interface and provides a management-target
computer N13 with a logical volume via the management-
target FC switch N31. The computer U3 or the computer
U5, which is a non-management-target IT apparatus, is
a file server and makes a file system available to both of
the management-target computers N10 and N11. The
computer U3 belongs to a network segment different from
that of the operation management system, and detailed
information related to the computer U3 cannot be ob-
tained through the network.
[0043] On the other hand, the computer U5, serving
as a file server, belongs to the same network segment
as the operation management system, and can be auto-
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matically found by the operation management system.
The computer U5 is an IT apparatus that was found at
the time of the operation but was not set to a management
target. The computer U4, which is a non-management-
target IT apparatus, is a DNS server and applies a name
solution function to all the IT apparatuses included in the
IT system of FIG. 3.
[0044] To provide better understanding, a description
will be given of how to apply a rule of an event correlation
technology to management-target IT apparatuses, be-
fore the first embodiment is described.
[0045] FIG. 4 shows example rules suggesting that a
fault in the controller of a storage apparatus is the root
cause, for the IT system shown in FIG. 1. In a rule for
identifying the root cause in fault analysis, a combination
of events predicted to occur based on an event correla-
tion and a fault serving as the root cause are described
as a pair in an IF-THEN format, in many cases. In the IF-
THEN format, a rule is expressed such that "when a con-
dition described in the IF part is established, the THEN
part is true".
[0046] In the embodiments, it is assumed that a rule
is described in the IF-THEN format in the same way as
general rules in expert systems, and information related
to IT apparatuses to which the rule is applied is defined
in advance in the IF condition part. Note that a rule may
not be described in the IF-THEN format, but a topology
needs to be defined in advance as any connection and
relation information which can identify IT apparatuses to
which the rule is applied.
[0047] In addition, information for actually storing each
rule is called a rule entry. The correlation analysis rule
information includes one or more rule entries. More ab-
stractly, it can be said that a rule entry includes the fol-
lowing information.

(A) A condition entry indicating a condition that in-
cludes an event type to which the rule is applied. As
described above, this condition entry may include a
topology as a condition.
(B) A cause entry indicating an event serving as a
cause and the location of an IT apparatus related to
the event or its hardware and software, when the
condition is satisfied.

[0048] In the first embodiment, it is assumed that the
following rules are defined in advance as shown in FIG.
4: a rule R1 in which the root cause is a fault in the con-
troller of an IP-SAN storage apparatus that uses iSCSI;
a rule R2 in which the root cause is a fault in the controller
of an FC-SAN storage apparatus that uses Fibre Chan-
nel; a rule R3 in which the root cause is a fault in a file
server; and a rule R4 in which the root cause is that the
network does not reach the DNS server. FIG. 6 shows
the rule-application-destination management table that
is information holding, for each rule, IT apparatuses to
which the rule is applied. The rule-application-destination
management table includes a column C101 for identifi-

cation information indicating a rule, and a column C102
for the list of application-destination IT apparatuses, stor-
ing the identification information of IT apparatuses to
which the rule is applied. The rule-application-destination
management table does not need to be in a database.
Note that this table data structure may be divided into a
plurality of table data structures by normalizing the table,
and the plurality of table data structures may be man-
aged.
[0049] FIG. 5 shows topology patterns to which the
rules R1 to R4, shown in FIG. 3, are applied. FIG. 5(1)
shows a topology of connection and relation information
suggested by the I F part of the rule R1. FIG. 5(1) indi-
cates that Computer indicating a computer has iScsilni-
tiator and is coupled to iScsiTarget of Storage indicating
a storage apparatus via Ipswitch indicating an IP switch.
iScsiTarget is an iSCSI name identifying the connection
destination of iscsilnitiator. The rule R1 is applied to a
combination of a computer and a storage apparatus in
which connection-destination iScsiTarget held by the
computer matches the iSCSI name of an iScsi port of the
storage apparatus. Rows L101 and L102 of FIG. 6 show
IT apparatuses to which the rule R1 is applied in the IT
system of FIG. 3.
[0050] Similarly, FIG. 5(2) indicates that a computer
has FcHba and FcHba is coupled to FcPort of a storage
apparatus via FcSwitch, as suggested by the IF part of
the rule R2. When a connection-destination port WWN
(WWN: World Wide Name) held by FcHba matches
FcPortWWN, which is WWN of FcPort serving as a Fibre
Channel port of the storage apparatus, it means that they
have a connection relation and the rule R2 is applied to
them. A row L103 of FIG. 6 shows IT apparatuses to
which the rule R2 is applied, as a combination of the
computer and the storage apparatus, in the IT system of
FIG. 3.
[0051] FIG. 5(3) shows a case where the IF part of the
rule R3 indicates a topology of a file server and a client.
A computer T31 having information of ImportedFileShare
which indicates that a file system of the file server is
mounted and a computer T33 having information of Ex-
portedFileShare which indicates that the file system is
made available to the outside have the relation of a client
and a file server via an IP switch T32. ImportedFileShare
T311 includes, as information related to the file server of
the mount source, the identification information (the IP
address, the FQDN (Fully Qualified Domain Name), etc.)
of the file server, and the public name of the file system
made available to the outside. ExportedFileShare T331
includes the location of the file system made available to
the outside and the public name (also called share name)
thereof.
[0052] When the computer indicated by the identifica-
tion information of the file server specified by Imported-
FileShare has information of ExportedFileShare, and the
public name in ExportedFileShare matches the public
name specified by ImportedFileShare of the computer
T31, the rule R3 is applied to those computers, as a pair,
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as the topology of the file client and the file server. A row
L104 of FIG. 6 shows IT apparatuses to which the rule
R3 is applied, as a combination satisfying the above con-
dition, in the IT system of FIG. 3.
[0053] FIG. 5(4) shows a topology of a DNS server and
a client suggested by the rule R4. A computer T42 serving
as the DNS server, which provides a name solution serv-
ice, and a computer T41 serving as the client, which
solves an IP address and an FQDN name with the DNS
server, are stored as a pair in the application-destination
management table shown in FIG. 6.
[0054] It is assumed that the configuration correspond-
ing to topology information related to such connections
and relations described in the rules is defined in advance
in the system, and is uniquely determined by the descrip-
tion of each rule.
[0055] The application-destination management table
of FIG. 6 for IT apparatuses to which each rule is applied
is provided. Therefore, when events occur, it is possible,
by referring to the table, to judge a rule to which the events
are related and to select a rule to be applied. The method
of applying a rule to management-target IT apparatuses
has been described above.
[0056] FIGS. 7 and 21 show details of Step S1 of FIG.
2 performed in the rule application part C11, according
to one embodiment of the present invention. With refer-
ence to the processing flow, the first embodiment will be
described with the IT system shown in FIG. 3 and the
rules R1 to R4 shown in FIG. 4. The entire processing
shown in FIGS. 7 and 21 is performed in the rule appli-
cation part. It is assumed that the operation management
system stores in advance an IT apparatus once found,
and can judge that the IT apparatus has been found.
Alternatively, when the operation management system
does not have a function of automatically finding an IT
apparatus in the IT system, or even if the operation man-
agement system has the function of automatically finding
an IT apparatus in the IT system, when it does not have
a function of storing the found IT apparatus, the process-
ing of FIGS. 7 and 21 is performed as if the found IT
apparatus did not exist.

(Description of a general flow and a case where the rule 
R1 is applied)

[0057] In S101, it is judged whether a rule to be read,
that is, a rule that has not been read yet, is included in
the correlation analysis rule information information R0.
When it is judged that a rule to be read is included (YES),
the flow advances to S102. Otherwise (NO), the flow
ends. Since rules to be read, which are the rules R1 to
R4, are included (YES), the flow advances to S102.
[0058] In S102, one rule is read. The rule is marked or
is stored as a read rule, for example, so that it can be
recognized to be one that has been read. In the embod-
iment, the rule R1 is read and is stored as a read rule.
The flow advances to S103.
[0059] In S103, a search condition for IT apparatuses

corresponding to the topology information described in
the rule is obtained and the flow advances to S4. In the
embodiment, a search condition is obtained for IT appa-
ratuses which include a computer having iScsilnitiator, a
storage apparatus having an iSCSI port identified by iSc-
siTarget, and an IP switch coupled to them and to which
the rule R1 is applied as in the topology information of
the rule R1. It is assumed that the search condition is
defined in advance with respect to the description of the
rule.
[0060] In S104, the configuration information of man-
agement-target IT apparatuses is searched for the IT ap-
paratus serving as a client in the topology information.
When the configuration information is stored in a data-
base, the database is searched. When the configuration
information is stored in a file, the file is searched. A stor-
age medium, a device, or the like to be searched does
not matter. In the embodiment, the configuration infor-
mation is searched for the computer having iScsilnitiator,
serving as a client in the topology of the rule R1. In this
embodiment, when it is assumed that the computer N10
or the computer N11 has iScsilnitiator, the identification
information of the computer N10 and the computer N11
is found through the search.
[0061] In S105, it is judged whether an IT apparatus
that has not been selected is included in the IT appara-
tuses found through the search, because processes of
S106 and the subsequent steps are performed for a plu-
rality of computers. In this embodiment, since the com-
puter N10 and the computer N11 are IT apparatuses that
have not been selected, the flow advances to S106.
[0062] In S106, one of the IT apparatuses that have
not been selected is selected and regarded as a selected
IT apparatus. In this embodiment, the computer N10 is
selected and regarded as a selected IT apparatus. The
flow advances to S107.
[0063] In S107, information of IT apparatuses serving
as servers which are opposed, in the topology, to the IT
apparatus selected in S106 is obtained. The information
of an IT apparatus serving as a server includes: informa-
tion identifying the IT apparatus serving as the server
(such as the IP address, the host name, or the FQDN);
and information related to a service to be provided (the
public name (also called share name) of an available file
system of the file server, the LUN number identifying a
disk volume of the storage apparatus, the iSCSI name
of a connection destination, or the WWN of an FC Port).
In this embodiment, ConnectedlscsiTarget which is the
iSCSI name of a connection destination shown in FIG. 8
is obtained as the information of storage apparatuses
serving as servers, which are opposed to the computer
N10.
[0064] In S108, it is judged whether information corre-
sponding to an IT apparatus that has not been searched
for is included in the information related to IT apparatuses
serving as servers, obtained in S107. When it is judged
that such information is included (YES), the flow advanc-
es to S109. When it is judged that such information is not

15 16 



EP 2 336 890 A1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

included (NO), the flow returns to S105. In this embodi-
ment, since at least three pieces of information which
have not been searched for are included as shown in
FIG. 8 (YES), the flow advances to S109.
[0065] Information shown in FIG. 8 is described. The
information includes the identification information indi-
cating an IT apparatus (more specifically, a computer)
and the identification information, in iSCSI, of a storage
apparatus to which the IT apparatus is coupled.
[0066] In S109, one piece of information which has not
been searched for is selected from the information relat-
ed to IT apparatuses serving as servers, obtained in
S107. Based on the selected information, the configura-
tion information of management targets is searched for
the IT apparatus serving as a server. In this embodiment,
the configuration information of management targets is
searched for a storage apparatus having, as iScsiTarget,
an iSCSI name indicated in a row L201 of Connectedls-
csiTarget shown in FIG. 8, obtained from the computer
N10.
[0067] In S110, when the corresponding storage ap-
paratus is not included in management-target IT appa-
ratuses (NO) through the search in S109, the flow ad-
vances to S111. On the other hand, when the corre-
sponding storage apparatus is included in management-
target IT apparatuses (YES), usual rule application
processing will be performed and the flow advances to
S121. In this embodiment, FIG. 9 shows configuration
information about iScsiTarget of a management-target
storage apparatus. Since the storage apparatus having
iScsiTarget identical to ConnectedlscsiTarget in the row
L201 of FIG. 8 is not found in the management target as
shown in FIG. 9, the flow advances to S111.
[0068] Information shown in FIG. 9 is described. The
information includes the identification information indi-
cating a storage apparatus and the identification infor-
mation, in iSCSI, held by the storage apparatus.
[0069]  Note that the configuration information T0 in-
cludes, for each of one or more IT apparatuses that have
been found, event-acquisition permission/inhibition infor-
mation which indicates whether the apparatus is an event
acquisition target (specifically, whether the apparatus is
monitored; in other words, whether event acquisition from
the apparatus is permitted or inhibited). The judgment of
S110 is performed by referring to this data.
[0070] In S111, it is judged whether the IT apparatus
has been already found in the operation management
system. Specifically, it is judged whether the IT apparatus
was once found, confirmed, or managed in the operation
management system and the static configuration infor-
mation of the IT apparatus is partially held in the operation
management system. In this embodiment, since there is
no configuration information related to the storage appa-
ratus having iScsiTarget identical to ConnectedlscsiTar-
get in the row L201 of FIG. 8, it is assumed that the IT
apparatus is not a found resource (NO). Then, the flow
advances to S112.
[0071] Note that the judgment of S111 can be per-

formed by judging whether information related to the ap-
paratus (for example, the event-acquisition permission/
inhibition information) is included in the configuration in-
formation.
[0072] In S112, an attempt is made to find the storage
apparatus having iScsiTarget identical to Connectedlsc-
siTarget in the row L201 of FIG. 8, from not-managed IT
apparatuses. There is an example method of searching
for the not-managed IT apparatus, to be used in S112.
In the method, a request to receive a service related to
the target resource is sent to a communication identifier
such as the FQDN or the IP address corresponding to
the target resource, obtained from the configuration in-
formation or input by the user; or a communication iden-
tifier such as the FQDN or the IP address in the network
address, which is the IP address corresponding to the
network segment that includes the target resource, ob-
tained from the configuration information or input by the
user. Depending on whether a response to the request
is returned, the presence of the target resource is con-
firmed. In this embodiment, an attempt is made to find
the storage apparatus from the IT system shown in FIG.
3.
[0073] In S113, it is judged whether the attempt made
in S112 has succeeded. When it has succeeded (YES),
the flow advances to S14. Otherwise (NO), the flow ad-
vances to S116. In this embodiment, it is assumed that
a storage apparatus U3 shown in FIG. 3 has been found
as the corresponding storage apparatus, and the flow
advances to S114.
[0074] In S114, it is judged whether the IT apparatus
found in S113 can be set to a management target of the
operation management system. Whether the IT appara-
tus can be set to a management target is judged depend-
ing on whether information required by the operation
management system for monitoring and management
can be obtained from the target IT apparatus. Although
information required for monitoring and management is
different for each operation management system, infor-
mation identifying the IT apparatus is required in common
that includes at least one of the following: the IP address,
the WWN (World Wide Name), some unique identifica-
tion information (number), an apparatus name (host
name), and the FQDN.
[0075] It is preferred that one or more pieces of infor-
mation related to the types or the number of hardware
items constituting the IT apparatus be able to be obtained
to some extent. In the present invention, it is assumed
that the system management server N0 holds a prede-
termined criterion and this judgment is performed based
on the criterion. In this embodiment, it is assumed that,
as information related to the storage apparatus U3, the
storage apparatus has an iSCSI port and information of
iScsiTarget can be obtained as the iSCSI name of the
iSCSI port. It is also assumed that the IT apparatus has
been judged to be able to be set to a management target.
The flow advances to S115. Note that, since this appa-
ratus may be set to a management target in a process
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to be performed later, the processing may be configured
such that it is confirmed in this step that event information
can be received from this IT apparatus, and only when
it is confirmed that event information can be received
from this IT apparatus, the flow advances to S115.
[0076] In S115, whether the IT apparatus found in
S113 is set to a management target is presented to the
user. In this embodiment, the fact that the storage appa-
ratus U3 has been found as a storage server for the com-
puter N1 and whether the storage apparatus U3 is added
to management targets are presented. The indication
screen is shown in FIG. 10.
[0077] In S116, the system management server N0 (in
particular, the rule engine) receives an input from the
management screen output apparatus.
[0078] In S117, it is judged whether the user has set
the found IT apparatus to a management target. When
the user has set the found IT apparatus to a management
target (YES), the flow advances to S118. Otherwise
(NO), the flow advances to S119. In this embodiment, it
is assumed that the user did not set the storage apparatus
U3 to a management target, and the flow advances to
S119.
[0079] In S118, information for the IT apparatus which
the user has determined to add to management targets
is obtained and is stored in the configuration manage-
ment as information of a management-target IT appara-
tus. In this embodiment, this side of branch is not being
processed at this point.
[0080] In S119, information which can be obtained for
the server opposed to the client and handled as a not-
managed IT apparatus is stored and managed in the not-
managed IT-apparatus management table. The flow ad-
vances to S120. In this embodiment, it is assumed that
the FQDN and iScsiTarget which is the iSCSI name of
the IP port of the storage apparatus can be obtained as
information identifying the storage apparatus U3 and are
stored in the not-managed IT-apparatus management
table TL3 shown in FIG. 11.
[0081] A description is given with reference to FIG. 11.
The not-managed IT-apparatus management table TL3
includes the following information for each of not-man-
aged IT apparatuses that have been found.

(A) The identification information of the not-managed
IT apparatus
(B) The type C401 of the not-managed IT apparatus
(C) The communication identification information
C402 of the not-managed IT apparatus
(D) The identification information C403 required to
access a service of the not-managed IT apparatus

In S120, the identification information of the not-managed
IT apparatus is marked such that it can be recognized
that the IT apparatus is not managed, and then the iden-
tification information is stored in the rule-application-des-
tination management table TL1 as shown in FIG. 12. In
this embodiment, the identification information is stored

in the rule-application-destination management table
TL1, based on the information related to the storage ap-
paratus U3 included in the not-managed IT-apparatus
management table. After the identification information is
stored, the flow returns to S8, in which it is judged whether
search information related to an IT apparatus serving as
a server opposed to the selected IT apparatus serving
as a client is included.
[0082] In this embodiment, when the flow returns to
S108, it is judged whether information that has not been
searched for is included in the search information related
to storage apparatuses serving as servers, obtained in
S107. Since there is search information related to a stor-
age serving as a server for the computer N10, as in the
row L202 of FIG. 8, the flow advances to S109.
[0083] In S109, the storage apparatus corresponding
to L202 is searched for in the configuration management.
In the embodiment, since the storage apparatus corre-
sponding to L202 exists as shown in FIG. 9, it is recog-
nized that the IT apparatus corresponding to L202 is a
management target. Therefore, it is judged in S110 that
the IT apparatus is a management-target IT apparatus,
and the flow advances to S120. In S120, the list of the
storage apparatus N40 and the computer N10, which are
management-target IT apparatuses, is stored in L101 of
the rule-application-destination management table of
FIG. 11, as IT apparatuses to which the rule R1 is applied.
[0084] Through the above-described steps, the rule R1
can be applied also to the non-management-target stor-
age apparatus U1, which provides the computer N10 with
a logical volume.
[0085] Next, referring to the rule-application-destina-
tion management table of FIG. 11, a description will be
given of an example case of S6 of FIG. 2. Specifically, a
description will be given of screen display processing in
which, when a fault occurs in the storage apparatus U1
that is not managed, the storage apparatus U1 is dis-
played on the screen as the root cause of the fault.
[0086] When a controller fault event occurs in the stor-
age apparatus U1, and the fault-cause location is iden-
tified in the event analysis processing part C12 shown in
FIG. 1 through event correlation according to a rule based
on the rule-application-destination management table of
FIG. 11, information of an analysis result is sent to the
screen display part C2. According to the flow of FIG. 16,
the screen display part C2 judges whether the IT appa-
ratus serving as the root cause is a management target,
and causes the screen display apparatus M1 to display
a proper screen.
[0087] In Steps 601 to 603 of FIG. 16, the screen dis-
play part C2 obtains, from the rule engine C1, fault anal-
ysis result data D1 shown in FIG. 17 which indicates a
fault analysis result obtained in the rule engine. Note that
the rule engine C1 (in particular, the event processing
analysis part C12) performs processes described with
reference to S4 of FIG. 2, and FIGS. 4 and 5.
[0088] The fault analysis result data D1 includes fault-
cause IT-apparatus information which is information re-
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lated to a fault-cause IT apparatus and a received-event
list which is information related to an event in a manage-
ment-target IT apparatus, received by the operation man-
agement system. The fault-cause IT-apparatus informa-
tion D11 includes information indicating the fault-cause
IT apparatus and information related to a component at
the fault location. Acquisition of the information related
to a component at the fault location depends on how
much fault information can be obtained from the fault-
cause IT apparatus that is a non-management-target IT
apparatus. When fault information cannot be obtained at
all, "unknown" is indicated as in FIG. 17. The received-
event list includes a received-event transmission source
which is information related to the transmission source
of the received event which is information related to a
correlated received-event in the rule defining this fault;
and an event type indicating information related to the
contents of the event.
[0089] In S604, it is judged whether the fault-cause IT
apparatus is a management target or a non management
target, from the fault-cause IT-apparatus information of
the obtained fault analysis result data D11. In this em-
bodiment, since the fault-cause IT apparatus is a non-
management-target IT apparatus, the flow advances to
S605.
[0090] In S605, the not-managed IT-apparatus man-
agement table of FIG. 11 is searched based on the fault-
cause IT-apparatus information of the fault analysis result
data D11, and information related to this not-managed
IT apparatus is obtained. Then, the flow advances to
S606. In this embodiment, information related to the stor-
age apparatus U1 is obtained from L401 of FIG. 11.
[0091] In S606, a message indicating that the root
cause of the fault that occurred is a not-managed IT ap-
paratus is displayed on the screen, together with the in-
formation obtained in S605. As shown in FIG. 18, an ex-
ample structure of the screen displayed at this time in-
cludes a message notifying that the not-managed IT ap-
paratus is the root cause of the fault; a fault analysis result
which is the result obtained through analysis of the cause
of the fault; and fault information detected by the opera-
tion management system for the fault that occurred, such
as a received event. A screen display such as a window
or a dialog that includes the above items is output to the
screen output apparatus M1. FIG. 19 shows an example
screen display in a case where the fault in the storage
U1 that is a not-managed IT apparatus is the root cause,
according to this embodiment. The screen display in-
cludes information indicating that the fault-cause IT ap-
paratus is a non management target, and the type of the
IT apparatus. For example, the screen display shows that
the IT apparatus is an IP-SAN storage apparatus, and
the IP address, which is an example of the identification
information, of the IT apparatus is 192.168.100.15.
[0092] Through the above-described steps, when a
fault occurs in the storage apparatus U1, which is a non-
management-target IT apparatus, it is possible to handle
a case where a fault of an IP-SAN storage, as defined in

the rule R1, occurs in a non management target. It is also
possible to display a message indicating that the root
cause is a non-management-target IP-SAN storage, on
the screen.

(Processing Flow for Rule R2)

[0093] For the rule R2, the flow will be described ac-
cording to the embodiment in which the IT system of FIG.
3 is a target.
[0094] In S101, since the rule R2 is included, the flow
advances to S102. In S102, the rule R2 is read and R2
is marked to indicate that it has been read. In S103, as
topology information described in the rule R2 and as the
FC-SAN topology of FIG. 4(2), a topology in which a com-
puter T21 serving as a client and having a Fibre-Channel
Host Bus Adapter, i.e., FcHba T211, is coupled via an
FC switch T22 to a storage apparatus T23 serving as a
server and having FcPort T231 which is a Fibre-Channel
port is defined in the search condition.
[0095] In S104, it is assumed that the computer N13
having FcHba is found as a client IT apparatus.
[0096] In S105, since the computer N13 is an IT ap-
paratus that has not been selected, the flow advances
to S106.
[0097] In S106, the computer N13 is selected and is
marked to indicate that it has been selected.
[0098] In S107, ConnectedFcPortWWN C502 indicat-
ing the WWN of an FC Port, which is a Fibre-Channel
port, of the storage apparatus serving as a server to which
the computer N13 is coupled is obtained from the com-
puter N13 as shown in FIG. 13.
[0099] The connection information of FC-SAN storage
apparatuses shown in FIG. 13 is described. The connec-
tion information includes, as information for each IT ap-
paratus, the communication identification information of
FibreChannel held by a storage apparatus to which the
IT apparatus is coupled.
[0100] In S108, since ConnectedFcPortWWN which is
search information related to the storage apparatus cou-
pled to the computer N13 has not been searched for, the
flow advances to S109.
[0101] In S109, by using a value specified in C502 in
a row L501 as ConnectedFcPortWWN obtained from the
computer N13, the storage apparatus having this WWN
as an FcPort WWN is searched for.
[0102] In S110, as a result of the search in S109, the
storage having the value specified in C502 in the row
L501 of FIG. 13 as an FcPort WWN was not found in the
configuration information of a management target as
shown in FIG. 14. Thus, the flow advances to S111.
[0103] Information shown in FIG. 14 is described. The
information includes the identification information indi-
cating a storage apparatus and the communication iden-
tification information used in FibreChannel held by the
storage apparatus.
[0104] In S111, the storage apparatus U2 having the
value specified in C502 in the row L501 of FIG. 13 as an
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FcPort WWN is found among storage apparatuses that
have been found. Thus, the flow advances to S115.
[0105] In S115, a message proposing to add the found
storage apparatus U2 to the managed IP apparatuses is
displayed on the screen. FIG. 10 shows an example
screen display used for the rule R1, but the structure of
screen display is basically the same and just the message
contents are replaced with those for the actual IT appa-
ratus.
[0106] In S116, the identification information of the
storage apparatus U2 and instruction information to add
this apparatus to the management targets are received
from the administrator.
[0107] In S117, it is judged whether the user added
the apparatus to the management targets. In this embod-
iment, since the user added the apparatus to the man-
agement targets, the flow advances to S118.
[0108] In S118, information that needs to be obtained
as that for a management-target IT apparatus is obtained
for the storage apparatus U2 added as a new manage-
ment target. The information to be obtained as that for a
management target includes event information and con-
figuration management information.
[0109] In S121, the storage apparatus U2 serving as
a management-target IT apparatus and the computer
N14 are registered in the rule-application-destination
management table as IT apparatuses to which the rule
R2 is applied. In this example case, they are registered
in the table data structure formed of the column C101 for
a rule and the column C102 for storing the list of IT ap-
paratuses to which the rule is applied, shown in FIG. 12.
[0110] As described above, with respect to the rule R2,
fault analysis for an FC-SAN storage apparatus that is a
non-management-target IT apparatus can be performed
through the conventional rule-based event correlation.
Note that processing of displaying a message indicating
that the FC-SAN storage that is a non-management-tar-
get IT apparatus is the root cause of the fault, on the
screen based on the fault analysis result data is per-
formed through the steps of FIG. 16 in the same way as
the processing of displaying on the screen a message
indicating that the non-management-target IP-SAN stor-
age is the root cause of the fault, performed for the rule
R1.
[0111] Through the process steps described above,
when a fault occurs in the storage apparatus U2 that is
a non-management-target IT apparatus, also in the rule
R2, it is possible to handle the case where a fault of an
FC-SAN storage, as defined in the rule R2, occurs in a
non management target. It is also possible to display on
the screen a message indicating that the root cause is a
non-management-target FC-SAN storage.

(Processing Flow for Rule R3)

[0112] For the rule R3, the flow will be described ac-
cording to the embodiment in which the IT system of FIG.
3 is a target.

[0113] In S101, since the rule R3 is included, the flow
advances to S102. In S102, the rule R3 is read and R103
is marked to indicate that it has been read. In S103, as
topology information described in the rule R3 and as the
topology of a file server and a client shown in FIG. 4(3),
a topology in which the computer T31 serving as a client
and having ImportedFileShare T311 which indicates that
a file system made available is mounted is coupled via
an IP switch T32 to the computer T33 serving as a server
and having ExportedFileShare T331 which indicates that
the computer T33 has the file system made available to
the other computers is defined in the search condition.
[0114] In S104, it is assumed that the computer N10
shown in FIG. 3 is found as the client IT apparatus in the
topology of FIG. 4(3).
[0115] In S105, the computer N10 is the client IT ap-
paratus that has been searched for and that has not been
selected. Thus, the flow advances to S106.
[0116] In S106, the computer N10 shown in FIG. 3 is
selected as the client IT apparatus that has not been
selected, and is marked as a selected IT apparatus.
[0117] In S107, information of ImportedFileShare indi-
cating the file server from which the file system made
available is mounted is obtained as search information
for the computer serving as a server IT apparatus op-
posed to the computer N10 in the topology of FIG. 4(3).
Information related to the file server, obtained from the
client, is managed in a table of FIG. 15. The table has a
data structure which includes a column C701 for a client
computer, a column C702 for the identification informa-
tion related to a file server for the client computer, and a
column C703 for the public name of the file server. Note
that the information related to a file server, obtained from
the client, may be obtained in advance as configuration
information in the table of FIG. 15, or may be obtained
from the client IT apparatus in the process of S7. In other
words, the acquisition of such information needs to be
performed before the process of S107 is completed.
[0118] Information shown in FIG. 15 is described. The
information includes the following information for each
file server.

(A) The identification information of the file-server IT
apparatus
(B) The identification information and the public
names of one or more file servers

In S108, the information related to the file server for the
client, obtained in S107, is included in a row L701 of FIG.
15 and has not been searched for. Thus, the flow ad-
vances to S9.
[0119] In S109, an IT apparatus having the value spec-
ified in the column C702, for the identification information
of a file server, in the row L701 of FIG. 15, that is, an
FQDN of exportfs.domain2.com, is searched for.
[0120] In S110, the computer having the FQDN of ex-
portfs.domain2.com is not included in the configuration
information T0 of management targets. Thus, the flow
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advances to S111.
[0121] In S111, the computer having the FQDN of ex-
portfs.domain2.com is not included in found resources.
Thus, the flow advances to S112.
[0122] In S112, an attempt is made to find the computer
having exportfs.domain2.com. The attempt is made such
that an IP address is solved by making an inquiry to the
DNS server, the presence thereof is confirmed by send-
ing a ping to the IP address, and the computer is ac-
cessed through a remote connection of telnet, ssh, or
Windows (registered trademark). In this embodiment, it
is assumed that the ping to the IP address corresponding
to exportfs.domain2.com returns "success" and the pres-
ence thereof is confirmed, but, since authentication in-
formation about the server is not held, other accesses
fail, thereby preventing login. The flow advances to S114.
[0123] In S114, the found computer having export-
fs.domain2.com cannot be set to a management target
because, although it returns the ping response, informa-
tion other than the response cannot be obtained there-
from. Thus, the flow advances to S119.
[0124] In S119, the computer having export-
fs.domain2.com is registered in the not-managed IT-ap-
paratus management table of FIG. 11. Specifically, as
shown in L403 of FIG. 10, the information obtained from
the client is stored in file-server identification information
and service identification information.
[0125] In S120, rule application information is gener-
ated for the pair of the client computer N10 and the com-
puter U having exportfs.domain2.com. Specifically, as
shown in L107 of FIG. 121, the computer N10 and the
computer U3 that is a not-managed IT apparatus are reg-
istered in the list of application-destination IT apparatus-
es for the rule R3.
[0126] As described above, fault analysis can also be
performed for the computer U3 that is a not-managed IT
apparatus serving as a file server for the computer N10.
[0127] Similarly, a description will be given of the
processing flow according to the embodiment, in a case
where the computer N11 is found as a client IT apparatus
in the rule R3 through Steps S101 to S104. Through
Steps S105 to S107, information specified in a row L703
of FIG. 15 and related to a file server for the computer
N11 is obtained. In S109, since the file server specified
in the row L703 of FIG. 15 is not found in the manage-
ment-target IT apparatuses, the flow advances to S111.
In S111, the computer U5 having the IP address specified
in the row L703 of FIG. 15 is found in the found resources.
Thus, the flow advances to S115.
[0128] In S115, a message proposing to add the com-
puter U5 to management targets is displayed on the
screen. In S116, a user instruction to set the computer
U5 to a management target is received as a user input.
[0129] In S117, since the user instruction to set the
computer U5 to a management target has been received
in S116, the flow advances to S118.
[0130] In S118, as information required to set the com-
puter U5 to a management target, monitoring information

that includes configuration information, the operation
state, and performance information of a device coupled
to the computer U5 is obtained in addition to the identi-
fication information of the IT apparatus, held as that of a
found resource, and information used for access. The
obtained information is stored in the configuration infor-
mation T0 of management targets, in the configuration
management C3.
[0131] In S121, the data structure shown in a row L108
of FIG. 12 is stored in the rule memory, so that the rule
R3 can be applied to a topology which includes the com-
puter N11 that is a managed IT apparatus serving as a
client and the computer U5 serving as a file server.
[0132] As described above, it is possible to perform
fault analysis for the computer U5 serving as a file server,
which was a found IT apparatus but was not a manage-
ment target, according to the flow of FIG. 2. Further, when
the flow of FIG. 16 is performed in the screen display part
C2, the fault cause can be output to the screen display
apparatus M1.

(Processing flow for Rule R4)

[0133] For the rule R4, the flow will be described ac-
cording to the embodiment in which the IT system of FIG.
3 is a target.
[0134] Through Steps S101 to S104, the computer
N10 is found as a client IT apparatus in the rule R4.
Through Steps S105 to S107, as search information of
a DNS server for the computer N10, the IP address
192.168.100.1 of the DNS server is obtained from the
computer N10. Through Steps S108 to S110, it is con-
firmed that the DNS server is not included in the config-
uration information T0 of management targets in the con-
figuration management C3, by using the obtained IP ad-
dress 192.168.100.1. The flow advances to S111. In
S111, it is judged that the DNS server is not a found IT
apparatus. The flow advances to S112. In S112, an at-
tempt is made to access the node having the IP address
192.168.100.1 from the actual IT system. As a result of
the access, network connection is confirmed using a
ping, but the node cannot be logged in because authen-
tication information is not held. In S114, it is judged that
the DNS server cannot be set to a management target.
The flow advances to S119. In S119, as shown in L404
of FIG. 11, information of the computer having the IP
address 192.168.100.1 is stored and managed as that
of a non-management-target IT apparatus and as that of
a DNS server with identification information U4. The flow
advances to S120. In S120, the computer N10 serving
as a client and the computer U4 that is a not-managed
IT apparatus serving as a DNS server are stored in the
list of application-destination IT apparatuses for the rule
4, as shown in a row L109 of FIG. 12.
[0135]  Through the above-described steps, it is pos-
sible to perform fault analysis for the computer U4, which
is a not-managed DNS server, through the conventional
rule-based event correlation. It is also possible to identify
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the not-managed DNS server as the root cause.
[0136] The rule 4 can be similarly applied to another
IT apparatus shown in FIG. 3 by generating application
information for the computer U4 that is a not-managed
DNS server.
[0137] In the same way as for the other rules in the
embodiment, when the flow of FIG. 16 is performed in
the screen display part C2, a message indicating that the
DNS server that is a not-managed IT apparatus is the
root cause of the fault can be displayed on the screen.

[Second Embodiment]

[0138] In a second embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the processing procedure of the entire fault-analysis
processing flow shown in FIG. 2 in the first embodiment
is performed in a manner such that Step S4b of gener-
ating application information in the rule application part
C11 is performed after Step S3b of receiving events and
before Step S5b of event analysis processing performed
in the event analysis part C12, as shown in FIG. 20.
The only difference between the first embodiment and
the second embodiment is the timing of generating rule
application information.
[0139] As described above, even when the timing for
rule application information is changed and the present
invention is implemented, the advantages are still pro-
vided and a message indicating that a non-management-
target IT apparatus is the root cause apparatus of a fault
can be displayed on the screen.
[0140] According to the first and second embodiments,
described in the specification of this application, a pro-
gram that implements, in the system management server
which has the processor and the memory and which is
coupled to a plurality of information processing appara-
tuses and the screen output apparatus, analysis of
events occurring in the plurality of information processing
apparatuses includes a part or all of the following proc-
esses.

(a) A configuration information storing process of
storing identification information of a server appara-
tus which is included in the plurality of information
processing apparatuses and which is an access tar-
get of each of the plurality of information processing
apparatuses in order to use a network service as a
client, in configuration information held by the mem-
ory.
(b) A registration process of registering a plurality of
monitored apparatuses which are included in the plu-
rality of information processing apparatuses and
from which the system management server obtains
event information, in the configuration information
held by the memory.
(c) A rule storing process of storing in the memory,
when an event that includes a first event type related
to the network service and an event that includes a
second event type related to the network service,

different from the first event type, both occurring in
the plurality of information processing apparatuses
are detected, correlation analysis rule information in-
dicating that an event corresponding to the first event
type can occur due to an event corresponding to the
second event type.
(d) An event storing process of storing in the memory,
a plurality of pieces of the event information obtained
from the plurality of monitored apparatuses.
(e) An event information identifying process of iden-
tifying first event information which includes the first
event type from among the plurality of pieces of the
event information stored in the memory, based on
the correlation analysis rule information.
(f) A cause identifying process of identifying, based
on the configuration information, a first monitored
apparatus which is one of monitored apparatuses
that have sent the first event information and a fault
cause apparatus which serves as a server apparatus
for the first monitored apparatus in the network serv-
ice corresponding to the first event type.
(g) An analysis result sending process of sending,
when the fault cause apparatus is not included in the
plurality of monitored apparatuses based on the cor-
relation analysis rule information and the configura-
tion information, information identifying the first mon-
itored apparatus, the first event type, the fault cause
apparatus, and the second event type to the screen
output apparatus, thereby causing the screen output
apparatus to display a message indicating that an
event corresponding to the first event information
that occurred in the first monitored apparatus is es-
timated to be caused by the fact that an event of the
second event type occurred in the fault cause appa-
ratus.

[0141] Further, the correlation analysis rule informa-
tion may include topology condition information indicat-
ing a topology condition between a first information
processing apparatus which is one of the plurality of in-
formation processing apparatuses and in which the first
event type has occurred and a second information
processing apparatus which is one of the plurality of in-
formation processing apparatuses and in which the sec-
ond event type has occurred; and the fault cause appa-
ratus may be identified based on the topology condition
information in the cause identifying step. Through this
process, it is possible to present estimation only for an
information processing apparatus that is actually used
by an information processing apparatus in which an event
has occurred, thereby providing a higher level of conven-
ience for the user of the system management server.
[0142] The system management server may further in-
clude the following processes.

(h) A related-apparatus identifying process of iden-
tifying an event-related information processing ap-
paratus which is a server apparatus for the plurality
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of monitored apparatuses and which is included in
the plurality of information processing apparatuses
but is not included in the plurality of monitored ap-
paratuses, based on the correlation analysis rule in-
formation and the configuration information.
(i) An event-information acquisition permission/inhi-
bition checking process of checking whether event
information can be obtained from the event-related
information processing apparatus.
(j) An event-information-acquisition-target addition
proposing step of sending, when event information
can be obtained from the event-related information
processing apparatus as a result of the checking,
information identifying the event-related information
processing apparatus to the screen output appara-
tus, thereby causing the screen output apparatus to
display a message indicating that event information
can be obtained from the event-related information
processing apparatus.

[0143] Through those processes, registration into the
system management server can be promoted without
failing to perform registration, quickly after event moni-
toring with the system management server is newly re-
quired or allowed because of a change in a management
method or in the administrator of an information process-
ing apparatus.
[0144] Further, the event-information acquisition per-
mission/inhibition checking process may be performed
based on a result obtained when the system manage-
ment server accesses, according to a predetermined pro-
cedure, an information processing apparatus that is in-
cluded in the plurality of information processing appara-
tuses and that has an IP address included in an IP ad-
dress range specified in advance as a checking range.
In order to avoid unauthorized accesses or fraudulent
attacks to an information processing apparatus (in par-
ticular, a server computer accessed via the Internet), ac-
cesses from the outside to this information processing
apparatus are monitored in some cases. When an access
is made by this checking process, the access may also
be recognized as an unauthorized access or a fraudulent
attack, by the access monitoring. Therefore, the range
of IP addresses of information processing apparatuses
that are obviously not targets of event monitoring or the
range of IP addresses of information processing appa-
ratuses that can be targets of event monitoring is identi-
fied, thereby suppressing such a communication that is
falsely recognized as an unauthorized access or a fraud-
ulent attack.
[0145] Further, the fault cause apparatus may be a
storage apparatus which has a controller and provides a
logical volume; the network service may be a service
providing the logical volume by a block access protocol
(such as FibreChannel or iSCSI); and the first event type
may be the occurrence of a fault in the storage apparatus
and the first event type may be a fail in accessing the
logical volume.

[0146] Further, the fault cause apparatus may be a
computer which provides a DNS as the network service,
the first event type may be a fail in requesting a DNS,
and the first event type may be a disconnection of com-
munication with a DNS server.
[0147] Further, the fault cause apparatus may be a file
server computer which has an NIC to receive data from
at least one of the plurality of information processing ap-
paratuses and which provides a stored file for at least
one of the plurality of information processing apparatus-
es; the network service may be a network file-sharing
service for sharing the file stored by the file server com-
puter; and the first event type may be the occurrence of
a fault in the file server (for example, the occurrence of
a fault in the NIC, the occurrence of a failure in software
executed by the processor held by the file server, or the
occurrence of a fault in which the communication function
of the file server is stopped), and the first event type may
be a fail in accessing the file provided by the network file-
sharing service.
[0148] Further, when the fault cause apparatus is one
of the plurality of monitored apparatuses based on the
correlation analysis rule information and the configura-
tion information, second event information which in-
cludes the second event type and which has been ob-
tained from the fault cause apparatus may be identified
from among the plurality of pieces of the event informa-
tion; and information identifying the first monitored appa-
ratus, the first event information, the fault cause appara-
tus, and the second event information may be sent to the
screen output apparatus, thereby causing the screen out-
put apparatus to display a message indicating that an
event corresponding to the first event information that
occurred in the first monitored apparatus was caused by
an event corresponding to the second event information
that occurred in the fault cause apparatus.
[0149] Further, the first information processing appa-
ratus may be a computer, and the second information
processing apparatus may be a storage apparatus; and
the topology condition information may include a combi-
nation of communication identification information corre-
sponding to the computer and communication identifica-
tion information corresponding to the storage apparatus,
the combination indicating a connection relation of a to-
pology in which the computer is coupled to the storage
apparatus. Note that at least one of an iSCSI name, an
IP address, and a WWN used in FibreChannel is a can-
didate for the communication identification information.
[0150] Further, the first information processing appa-
ratus may be a computer, and the second information
processing apparatus may be a file server computer
which provides a stored file for the plurality of information
processing apparatuses by a file-sharing service; and
the topology condition information may include a combi-
nation of communication identification information corre-
sponding to the computer, and communication identifi-
cation information corresponding to the file server com-
puter or an export name used to make the file available,
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the combination indicating a connection relation of a to-
pology in which the computer is coupled to the file server
computer.
[0151] Further, the first information processing appa-
ratus may be a computer, and the second information
processing apparatus may be a DNS server computer
which provides a DNS, as a network-sharing service, for
the plurality of information processing apparatuses; and
the topology condition information may include a combi-
nation of communication identification information corre-
sponding to the computer and communication identifica-
tion information corresponding to the DNS server com-
puter, the combination indicating a connection relation
of a topology in which the computer is coupled to the
DNS server computer. Note that an IP address or an
FQDN is a candidate for each of the communication iden-
tification information corresponding to the computer and
the communication identification information corre-
sponding to the DNS server computer.
[0152] Furthermore, the system management server
may be configured by one or more computers.

Claims

1. An event analysis method for a system management
server which has a processor and a memory and
which is coupled to a plurality of information process-
ing apparatuses and a screen output apparatus, the
event analysis method for analyzing events occur-
ring in the plurality of information processing appa-
ratuses, and the event analysis method comprising:

a configuration information storing step of stor-
ing identification information of a server appa-
ratus which is included in the plurality of infor-
mation processing apparatuses and which is an
access target of each of the plurality of informa-
tion processing apparatuses for using a network
service as a client, in configuration information
held by the memory;
a registration step of registering a plurality of
monitored apparatuses which are included in
the plurality of information processing appara-
tuses and from which the system management
server obtains event information, in the config-
uration information held by the memory;
a rule storing step of storing in the memory cor-
relation analysis rule information indicating that,
when an event that includes a first event type
related to the network service and an event that
includes a second event type being different
from the first event type related to the network
service, both occurring in the plurality of infor-
mation processing apparatuses, are detected,
an event corresponding to the first event type
can occur due to an event corresponding to the
second event type;

an event storing step of storing in the memory,
a plurality of the event information obtained from
the plurality of monitored apparatuses;
an event information identifying step of identify-
ing first event information which includes the first
event type from among the plurality of theevent
information stored in the memory, based on the
correlation analysis rule information;
a cause identifying step of identifying a first mon-
itored apparatus which is one of monitored ap-
paratuses and which sends the first event infor-
mation and, a fault cause apparatus which is a
server apparatus of the network service for the
first monitored apparatus corresponding to the
first event type, based on the configuration in-
formation; and
an analysis result sending step of sending infor-
mation identifying the first monitored apparatus,
the first event type, the fault cause apparatus,
and the second event type to the screen output
apparatus in case that the fault cause apparatus
is not included in the plurality of monitored ap-
paratuses, based on the correlation analysis
rule information and the configuration informa-
tion, thereby causing the screen output appara-
tus to display information indicating that an event
corresponding to the first event information that
occurred in the first monitored apparatus is es-
timated to be caused by the fact that an event
of the second event type occurred in the fault
cause apparatus.

2. An event analysis method according to claim 1,
wherein the correlation analysis rule information in-
cludes topology condition information indicating a to-
pology condition between a first information process-
ing apparatus which is one of the plurality of infor-
mation processing apparatuses and in which the first
event type is occurred and a second information
processing apparatus which is one of the plurality of
information processing apparatuses and in which the
second event type is occurred, and
wherein the fault cause apparatus is identified based
on the topology condition information in the cause
identifying step.

3. An event analysis method according to claim 2, fur-
ther comprising:

a related-apparatus identifying step of identify-
ing an event-related information processing ap-
paratus which is a server apparatus for the plu-
rality of monitored apparatuses and which is in-
cluded in the plurality of information processing
apparatuses but is not included in the plurality
of monitored apparatuses, based on the corre-
lation analysis rule information and the configu-
ration information;

31 32 



EP 2 336 890 A1

18

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

an event-information acquisition permission/in-
hibition checking step of checking whether event
information can be obtained from the event-re-
lated information processing apparatus; and
an event-information-acquisition-target addition
proposing step of sending information identify-
ing the event-related information processing ap-
paratus to the screen output apparatus, based
on a result of the checking, when event informa-
tion can be obtained from the event-related in-
formation processing apparatus, thereby caus-
ing the screen output apparatus to display a
message indicating that event information can
be obtained from the event-related information
processing apparatus.

4. An event analysis method according to claim 3,
wherein the event-information acquisition permis-
sion/inhibition checking step is performed based on
a result of an access by the system management
server according to a predetermined procedure to
an information processing apparatus that is included
in the plurality of information processing apparatus-
es and that has an IP address included in an IP ad-
dress range specified in advance as a checking
range.

5. An event analysis method according to claim 1,
wherein the fault cause apparatus is a storage ap-
paratus which has a controller and provides a logical
volume,
wherein the network service is a service providing
the logical volume by a block access protocol, and
wherein the first event type is the occurrence of a
fault in the storage apparatus and the first event type
is a fail in accessing the logical volume.

6. An event analysis method according to claim 5,
wherein the block access protocol is FibreChannel
or iSCSI.

7. An event analysis method according to claim 1,
wherein the fault cause apparatus is a computer
which provides a DNS as the network service, the
first event type is a fail in requesting a DNS, and the
first event type is a disconnection of communication
with a DNS server.

8. An event analysis method according to claim 1,
wherein the fault cause apparatus is a file server
computer which provides a stored file for at least one
of the plurality of information processing apparatus-
es,
wherein the network service is a network file-sharing
service for sharing the file stored by the file server
computer, and
wherein the first event type is the occurrence of a
fault in the file server computer, and the first event

type is a fail in accessing the file provided by the
network file-sharing service.

9. An event analysis method according to claim 1, fur-
ther comprising:

a second analysis result sending step of identi-
fying, when the fault cause apparatus is one of
the plurality of monitored apparatuses, second
event information which includes the second
event type and which has been obtained from
the fault cause apparatus, from among the plu-
rality of the event information; and of sending
information identifying the first monitored appa-
ratus, the first event information, the fault cause
apparatus, and the second event information to
the screen output apparatus, based on the cor-
relation analysis rule information and the con-
figuration information, thereby causing the
screen output apparatus to display a message
indicating that an event corresponding to the first
event information that occurred in the first mon-
itored apparatus is caused by an event corre-
sponding to the second event information that
occurred in the fault cause apparatus.

10. An event analysis method according to claim 2,
wherein the first information processing apparatus
is a computer, and the second information process-
ing apparatus is a storage apparatus,
wherein the topology condition information includes
a combination of communication identification infor-
mation corresponding to the computer and commu-
nication identification information corresponding to
the storage apparatus, and
wherein the combination indicates a connection re-
lation of a topology in which the computer is coupled
to the storage apparatus.

11. An event analysis method according to claim 10,
wherein each of the computer communication iden-
tification information corresponding to the computer
and the communication identification information
corresponding to the storage apparatus is at least
one of an iSCSI name, an IP address, and a WWN
used in FibreChannel.

12. An event analysis method according to claim 2,
wherein the first information processing apparatus
is a computer, and the second information process-
ing apparatus is a file server computer which pro-
vides a stored file for the plurality of information
processing apparatuses by a file-sharing service,
wherein the topology condition information includes
a combination of communication identification infor-
mation corresponding to the computer, and commu-
nication identification information corresponding to
the file server computer or an export name used to
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make the file available, and
wherein the combination indicating a connection re-
lation of a topology in which the computer is coupled
to the file server computer.

13. An event analysis method according to claim 2,
wherein the first information processing apparatus
is a computer, and the second information process-
ing apparatus is a DNS server computer which pro-
vides a DNS, as a network service, to the plurality
of information processing apparatuses,
wherein the topology condition information includes
a combination of communication identification infor-
mation corresponding to the computer and commu-
nication identification information corresponding to
the DNS server computer, and
wherein the combination indicating a connection re-
lation of a topology in which the computer is coupled
to the DNS server computer.

14. An event analysis method according to claim 13,
wherein each of the communication identification in-
formation corresponding to the computer and the
communication identification information corre-
sponding to the DNS server computer is an IP ad-
dress or an FQDN.
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