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(54) SADDLE-TYPE ELECTRIC VEHICLE

(57) A straddle electric vehicle (1) comprises an elec-
tric motor (5) which is a driving power source for activating
the vehicle (1); a high-voltage battery (60) for storing elec-
tric power supplied to the electric motor (5); a low-voltage
battery (43) for storing the electric power supplied to an
auxiliary machine (55, 57 to 59, 91 to 93) mounted in the
vehicle; a converter (45) for converting a voltage of the

electric power supplied from the high-voltage battery (60)
to the low-voltage battery (43) into a voltage to be
charged into the low-voltage battery (43); and a case (80)
having an insulativity, for storing the high-voltage battery
(80); wherein the low-voltage battery (43) is placed out-
side the case (80), and the converter (45) is stored in the
case (80).
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a straddle elec-
tric vehicle which is a straddle vehicle straddled by a rider,
such as a motorcycle, an ATV (all terrain vehicle) or per-
sonal watercraft, and is an electric vehicle including as
separate components a battery for storing electric power
to be supplied to an electric motor and a battery for storing
the electric power to be supplied to auxiliary machines.

Background Art

[0002] In recent years, a straddle electric vehicle which
incorporates an electric motor as a driving power source
has been developed. In an electric motorcycle which is
an example of the straddle electric vehicle, it is necessary
to incorporate a battery for supplying electric power to
the electric motor. A certain electric motorcycle incorpo-
rates a low-voltage battery for activating auxiliary ma-
chines in addition to a high-voltage battery for storing the
electric power supplied to the electric motor to activate
the electric motor (see, e.g., Patent Literature 1).

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0003] Patent Literature 1: Japanese Laid-Open Pat-
ent Application Publication No. 2011-131701

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0004] According to Patent Literature 1, the high-volt-
age battery is electrically connected to the low-voltage
battery, and the low-voltage battery is charged with the
electric power stored in the high-voltage battery. In this
case, a high-voltage current flows through a high-voltage
electric wire extending from the high-voltage battery to
the low-voltage battery. Therefore, if the batteries are
more distant from each other, the high-voltage electric
wire increases in length, which increases manufacturing
cost of the electric motorcycle.
[0005] Accordingly, an object of the present invention
is to reduce the length of the high-voltage electric wire
to a shortest possible degree, of the electric wires con-
necting the batteries to each other.

Solution to Problem

[0006] The present invention has been made to attain
the above described object. According to the present in-
vention, there is provided a straddle electric vehicle com-
prising: an electric motor which is a driving power source
for activating the vehicle; a high-voltage battery for stor-

ing electric power supplied to the electric motor; a low-
voltage battery for storing the electric power supplied to
an auxiliary machine mounted in the vehicle; a converter
for converting a voltage of the electric power supplied
from the high-voltage battery to the low-voltage battery
into a voltage to be charged into the low-voltage battery;
and a case for storing the high-voltage battery; wherein
the low-voltage battery is placed outside the case, and
the converter is stored in the case.
[0007] In accordance with this configuration, a high-
voltage current flows through the wire for connecting the
high-voltage battery to the converter, while a low-voltage
current flows through the wire for connecting the convert-
er to the low-voltage battery. The wire through which the
high-voltage current flows can be stored in the case to-
gether with the converter. Therefore, the wire through
which the high-voltage current flows can be reduced in
length. In addition, the low-voltage battery can be made
distant from the high-voltage current while reducing the
wire through which the high-voltage current flows. Thus,
the low-voltage battery can be placed more flexibly. Es-
pecially, in the straddle electric vehicle, as compared to
a general four-wheeled vehicle, its vehicle body is smaller
in size and a space in which the devices are mounted is
limited. Because of this, in the straddle electric vehicle,
the fact that the low-voltage battery is placed flexibly pro-
vides a great advantage. In addition, since the wire
through which the high-voltage current flows is stored in
the case, the wire can be isolated from the user.
[0008] The low-voltage battery may be detachably
mounted to a body of the vehicle.
[0009] In accordance with this configuration, the low-
voltage battery can be replaced easily. Therefore, a bat-
tery which tends to be degraded easily can be used as
the low-voltage battery. By detaching the low-voltage bat-
tery from the body as necessary, it becomes possible to
prevent a situation in which a dark current flows through
the low-voltage battery, and the low-voltage battery will
die undesirably.
[0010] The straddle electric vehicle may comprise a
control unit for controlling the vehicle; a first electric wire
for connecting the control unit to the low-voltage battery;
and a relay which is provided on the first electric wire and
performs switching between a connected state in which
the control unit is connected to the low-voltage battery
and a disconnected state in which the control unit is dis-
connected from the low-voltage battery; the auxiliary ma-
chine may include the control unit, and the control unit
operates by the electric power supplied from the low-
voltage battery via the first electric wire; and the relay
may be switched between the connected state and the
disconnected state in accordance with a command from
the control unit.
[0011] In accordance with this configuration, the con-
trol unit can determine whether or not to supply the elec-
tric power to the control unit.
[0012] The straddle electric vehicle may comprise: a
second electric wire for connecting the control unit to the
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low-voltage battery, the second electric wire being differ-
ent from the first electric wire; a switch which is provided
on the second electric wire and performs switching be-
tween the connected state in which the control unit is
connected to the low-voltage battery and the disconnect-
ed state in which the control unit is disconnected from
the low-voltage battery; wherein the switch is switched
between the connected state and the disconnected state
in accordance with a rider’s operation.
[0013] In accordance with this configuration, since
there are two systems for supplying the electric power to
the control unit, the electric power can be suitably sup-
plied to the control unit. For example, when a specified
time passes after the rider switches the switch to the dis-
connected state, the control unit switches the relay to the
disconnected state, and perform required processing for
the specified time.
[0014] The straddle electric vehicle may comprise an
abnormality detector for detecting whether or not there
is an abnormality in a system for supplying the electric
power from the high-voltage battery to the electric motor;
the auxiliary machine may include a control unit for con-
trolling the high-voltage battery or the electric motor; and
when the abnormality detector detects the abnormality,
the control unit may cut-off the electric power supplied
from the high-voltage battery to the electric motor or the
low-voltage battery and operate by the electric power
supplied from the low-voltage battery.
[0015] In accordance with this configuration, even
when the abnormality occurs in the system for supplying
the electric power from the high-voltage battery to the
electric motor, the electric power supplied from the high-
voltage battery is cut-off. Therefore, it becomes possible
to avoid a situation in which the abnormality affects the
low-voltage battery. Thus, under the state in which the
electric power is cut-off, the control unit can continue to
operate by the electric power supplied from the low-volt-
age battery. This allows the control unit to continue to
perform control, even when some abnormality occurs in
the system.
[0016] The auxiliary machine may include a control unit
for controlling the high-voltage battery or the electric mo-
tor, and the control unit may operate by the electric power
supplied from the low-voltage battery; and in response
to an OFF command received, the control unit may cut-
off the electric power supplied from the high-voltage bat-
tery to the electric motor or the low-voltage battery and
may then cut-off the electric power supplied from the low-
voltage battery to the control unit.
[0017] In accordance with this configuration, when the
switch is operated, firstly, the control unit which operates
by the electric power supplied from the low-voltage bat-
tery cuts-off the electric power supplied from the high-
voltage battery, and then cuts-off the electric power sup-
plied from the low-voltage battery. This makes it possible
to more surely cut-off the electric power supplied from
the high-voltage battery. In addition, after the electric
power supplied from the high-voltage current is cut-off,

the auxiliary machine can be activated by the low-voltage
battery, and incorrect stop of the auxiliary machine can
be prevented.
[0018] In response to an OFF command received in
the middle of driving, the control unit may cut-off the elec-
tric power supplied from the high-voltage battery to the
electric motor or the low-voltage battery, and may cut-off
the electric power supplied from the low-voltage battery
to the control unit when the control unit detects that the
vehicle is stopped.
[0019] In accordance with this configuration, the aux-
iliary machine can operate during the driving after the
OFF command is input.
[0020] The control unit may detect whether or not the
vehicle is stopped based on an input received from a
speed sensor attached on a wheel.
[0021] In accordance with this configuration, it can be
detected more surely that the vehicle is stopped as com-
pared to the configuration in which it is detected that the
vehicle is stopped using the rotational speed of the elec-
tric motor.
[0022] The above and further objects, features and ad-
vantages of the present invention will more fully be ap-
parent from the following detailed description of preferred
embodiments with accompanying drawings.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0023] As should be appreciated from the foregoing,
in accordance with the present invention, it is possible to
reduce the length of the high-voltage electric wire to a
shortest possible degree, of the electric wires connecting
the batteries to each other.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0024]

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a left side view of an electric motor-
cycle which is an exemplary straddle electric vehicle
according to Embodiment 1 of the present invention.
[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is a conceptual view showing an electric
configuration of the electric motorcycle of Fig. 1.
[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a plan view showing a state in which
a seat is detached from the electric motorcycle of
Fig. 1.
[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 is a right side view of an electric mo-
torcycle which is an exemplary straddle electric ve-
hicle according to Embodiment 2 of the present in-
vention.

Description of Embodiments

[0025] Hereinafter, embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to the accompanying
drawings. Throughout the drawings, the same or corre-
sponding components are designated by the same ref-
erence symbols and will not be described in repetition in
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detail. The stated directions are referenced from the per-
spective of a rider riding in an electric motorcycle which
is an exemplary straddle electric vehicle according to the
embodiment.
[0026] Fig. 1 is a left side view of an electric motorcycle
1 which is an exemplary straddle electric vehicle accord-
ing to Embodiment 1 of the present invention. As shown
in Fig. 1, the electric motorcycle 1 includes a front wheel
2 which is a driven wheel, a rear wheel 3 which is a drive
wheel, a vehicle body frame 4 which is disposed between
the front wheel 2 and the rear wheel 3, and an electric
motor 5 which is a driving power source for moving the
electric motorcycle 1. The electric motorcycle 1 of the
present embodiment is not equipped with an internal
combustion engine and is able to drive by rotating the
rear wheel 3 by driving power generated in the electric
motor 5.
[0027] The front wheel 2 is rotatably mounted to the
lower portion of a front fork 6 extending substantially ver-
tically. A steering shaft 7 for steering the front wheel is
coupled to the upper portion of the front fork 6, and a bar-
type handle 8 is attached to the upper portion of the steer-
ing shaft 7. The vehicle body frame 4 includes the head
pipe 11, a pair of right and left main frames 12, a pair of
right and left down frames 13, and a pair of right and left
pivot frames 14.
[0028] The steering shaft 7 is rotatably supported by
the head pipe 11. Each of the right and left main frames
12 includes an upper frame member 12a and a lower
frame member 12b. The upper frame member 12a ex-
tends substantially in parallel with the lower frame mem-
ber 12b. The upper frame member 12a and the lower
frame member 12b extend rearward from the head pipe
11 such that they are inclined downward. The upper
frame member 12a is bent downward at its rear end por-
tion and is connected to the lower frame member 12b.
Each of the down frames 13 includes a vertical frame
member 13a extending substantially downward from the
perspective of the head pipe 11, and a lower frame mem-
ber 13b extending rearward substantially horizontally
from the lower end of the vertical frame member 13a.
The pivot frames 14 are connected to the rear end por-
tions of the main frames 12 and the rear end portions of
the lower frame members 13b.
[0029] The pivot frames 14 are connected to a swing
arm 15 and a seat frame 16. The swing arm 15 extends
substantially in a forward or rearward direction and is
coupled at its front end portion to the pivot frames 14
such that the swing arm 15 is pivotable and supports the
rear wheel 3 at its rear end portion such that the rear
wheel 3 is rotatable. The seat frame 16 extends rearward
from the rear end portions of the upper frame members
12a and the upper end portions of the pivot frames 14
such that the seat frame 16 is inclined upward.
[0030] A tandem seat 9 on which the rider and a pas-
senger are seated in the forward or rearward direction is
mounted to the seat frame 16. The seat 9 includes a rider
seat 9a at a front side and a passenger seat 9b at a rear

side. In the present embodiment, there is a vertical level
difference between the rider seat 9a and the passenger
seat 9b. The passenger seat 9b is placed at a higher
position than the rider seat 9a.
[0031] The electric motorcycle 1 is a straddle vehicle.
The rider straddles the seat 9 (rider seat 9a). The lower
end portions of the right and left pivot frames 14 are pro-
vided with a pair of right and left foot steps 10 (right foot
step 10 is not shown in Fig. 1), respectively. The seat 9
is placed rearward relative to the steering shaft 7 and the
head pipe 11. The rider straddling the seat 9 and facing
forward can stretch hands forward and grip the handle
8. The rider straddling the seat 9 puts the rider’s left foot
on the left foot step 10 in a position which is leftward
relative to the left pivot frame 14, and the rider’s right foot
on the right foot step 10 in a position which is rightward
relative to the right pivot frame 14. Since the rider strad-
dles the vehicle body in this way, the straddle vehicle has
a small vehicle width in at least a region which is near
the seat 9. Especially, the motorcycle turns at a high
speed by achieving a balance between a centripetal force
generated by a banked state of the vehicle body, and a
centrifugal force. For this reason and because the mo-
torcycle is of a straddle type, the motorcycle has a small
vehicle width as a whole.
[0032] As described above, the electric motor 5 is the
driving power source of the electric motorcycle 1 of the
present embodiment. For this purpose, the electric mo-
torcycle 1 includes a high-voltage battery unit 60 for stor-
ing the electric power to be supplied to the electric motor
5. The high-voltage battery unit 60 is stored in the battery
case 80. In the present embodiment, the battery case 80
is manufactured by an insulating material. The battery
case 80 contains electric components including the high-
voltage battery unit 60. The electric components stored
in the battery case 80 include, for example, a DC/DC
converter 45.
[0033] The electric motorcycle 1 includes a motor case
18 and an inverter case 19 in addition to the battery case
80. The motor case 18 contains the electric motor 5, while
the inverter case 19 contains the electric components
including an inverter 20. The high-voltage battery unit 60
is able to store DC power. The inverter 20 converts the
DC power stored in the high-voltage battery unit 60 into
the AC power. The electric motor 5 operates by the AC
power generated by the conversion in the inverter 20 to
generate the driving power. The driving power generated
in the electric motor 5 is transmitted to the rear wheel 3
via a driving power transmission mechanism 17. The driv-
ing power transmission mechanism 17 may contain a
transmission 17a (see Fig. 2). In this case, the transmis-
sion 17a may be stored in the motor case 18 together
with the electric motor 5 (see Fig. 2).
[0034] In the present embodiment, the motor case 18
is mounted to the down frames 12 and the pivot frames
14 and placed in a region below the down frames 12 and
in front of the pivot frames 14. The battery case 80 is
placed between the steering shaft 7 and the seat 9 in the
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forward or rearward direction, put on the lower frame
members 13b, and sandwiched between the right and
left main frames 12. The inverter case 19 is placed in a
space of a substantially-inverted-triangle shape when
viewed from a side, which is surrounded by the main
frame 12, the pivot frame 14 and the seat frame 16, and
positioned rearward relative to the lower rear end portion
of the battery case 80 and below the front end portion of
the seat 9.
[0035] An air-intake duct 21 is coupled to the front sur-
face of the battery case 80, while an air discharge duct
22 is coupled to the rear surface of the battery case 80.
The air-intake duct 21 extends forward from the front sur-
face of the battery case 80. The air discharge duct 22
extends downward from the upper portion of the rear sur-
face of the battery case 80 and is coupled to the upper
surface of the inverter case 19. By providing these ducts
21, 22, ram air from forward is taken into the air-intake
duct 21, and sent to the interior of the battery case 80
via the air-intake duct 21. Also, the air is discharged from
the interior of the battery case 80 and sent to the interior
of the inverter case 19 via the air discharge duct 22. In
this way, the electric components stored in the battery
case 80 and the electric components stored in the inverter
case 19 can be cooled by the air. As a result, reliability
of the operation of these electric components can be
maintained. A fan 55 is attached on the rear portion of
the battery case 80. The rotation of the fan 55 allows the
air to be sent well from the interior of the battery case 80
to the air discharge duct 22.
[0036] In addition to the electric motor 5, the electric
motorcycle 1 incorporates a plurality of auxiliary ma-
chines activated by the electric power. The electric mo-
torcycle 1 includes a low-voltage battery 43 for storing
the electric power supplied to these auxiliary machines.
The low-voltage battery 43 is able to store DC power with
a lower voltage (e.g., 12V) than the high-voltage battery
unit 60. The low-voltage battery 43 is placed outside the
battery case 80. The low-voltage battery 43 is detachably
mounted to a body (vehicle body in the present embod-
iment) of the vehicle.
[0037] Fig. 2 is a conceptual view showing an electric
configuration of the electric motorcycle 1 of Fig. 1. In Fig.
2, bold lines indicate a strong electric system (electric
power supply system), thin lines indicate a weak electric
system (signal system), and double lines indicate me-
chanical connection. Hereinafter, the strong electric sys-
tem will be mainly described regarding the electric con-
figuration of the electric motorcycle 1, with reference to
Fig. 2, and then the layout of the battery case 80 and the
low-voltage battery 43 will be described with reference
to Fig. 1. After that, again, with reference to Fig. 2, the
weak electric system as well as the strong electric system
will be described regarding the electric configuration of
the electric motorcycle 1.
[0038] As shown in Fig. 2, the electric motorcycle 1
includes the high-voltage battery unit 60, the inverter 20,
the electric motor 5, the low-voltage battery 43, and the

plurality of auxiliary machines as described above. The
electric motorcycle 1 further includes the DC/DC convert-
er 45 and the charging connector 49.
[0039] The high-voltage battery unit 60 includes a plu-
rality of battery modules 61. Each of the battery modules
61 is an assembled battery in which a plurality of battery
cells are stored in a box-like module casing. The plurality
of battery cells are aligned and electrically connected in
series to each other in the interior of the module casing.
Each of the battery cells is a secondary battery which is
capable of storing DC power, and is, for example, a lith-
ium ion battery or nickel metal hydride. The plurality of
battery cells 61 are electrically connected to each other.
As a result, the high-voltage battery unit 60 serves as a
high-voltage DC secondary battery in which many battery
cells are connected together (e.g., 60V to 200V).
[0040] The high-voltage battery unit 60 is connected
to the inverter 20 via a high-voltage electric wire 31. The
inverter 20 is connected to the electric motor 5 via a three-
phase wire 32. The inverter 20 receives the DC power
from the high-voltage battery unit 60 via the high-voltage
electric wire 31. The electric motor 5 receives the AC
power generated by the conversion by the inverter 20 via
the three-phase wire 32.
[0041] The DC/DC converter 45 is connected to the
high-voltage battery unit 60 via a first converter wire 46.
The low-voltage battery 43 is connected to the DC/DC
converter 45 via a second converter wire 47. Thus, the
low-voltage battery 43 is electrically connected to the
high-voltage battery unit 60 via the second converter wire
47, the DC/DC converter 45, and the first converter wire
46. This allows the electric power stored in the high-volt-
age battery unit 60 to be supplied to the low-voltage bat-
tery 43. The DC/DC converter 45 converts the voltage of
the DC power to be supplied from the high-voltage battery
unit 60 to the low-voltage battery 43 into a voltage to be
charged into the low-voltage battery 43 by dropping the
voltage. This allows the electric power stored in the high-
voltage battery unit 60 to be charged into the low-voltage
battery 43.
[0042] The high-voltage battery unit 60 is connected
to the charging connector 49 via a changing wire 50. The
charging connector 49 is connectable to the outside elec-
tric power supply. In a state in which the outside electric
power supply is connected to the charging connector 49,
the electric power is supplied from the outside electric
power supply to the high-voltage battery unit 60 via the
charging wire 50, to charge the high-voltage battery unit
60. At this time, the DC/DC converter 45 can drop the
voltage of the electric power of the outside electric power
supply, and the low-voltage battery 43 can be charged
with the resulting electric power of the outside electric
power supply.
[0043] The low-voltage battery 43 is connected to the
plurality of auxiliary machines and serves as an electric
power supply for activating these auxiliary machines, i.e.,
the electric components which are other than the electric
motor 5 for driving the vehicle. The plurality of auxiliary
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machines which are supplied with the electric power from
the low-voltage battery 43 include a control unit, a display
unit 91, a lighting unit 92, an alarm unit 93, the fan 55,
etc.. The display unit 91 displays driving states such as
a vehicle speed and a gear position, and abnormality
information when some abnormality occurs. The lighting
unit 92 includes a head light, a tail lamp, a winker lamp,
and a gear position lamp. The control unit includes an
electric control unit (ECU) 57, a battery monitoring sys-
tem (BMS) 58 and an inverter controller 59. The ECU 57
performs overall control for the operation of the electric
motorcycle 1. The BMS 58 permits the high-voltage bat-
tery unit 60 to be charged or inhibits the high-voltage
battery unit 60 from being charged, monitors SOC (state
of charge) and a temperature state of the high-voltage
battery unit 60, and controls the operation of the fan ac-
cording to the temperature state of the high-voltage bat-
tery unit 60. The high-voltage battery unit 60 includes a
plurality of cell monitoring units (CMUs) 62 corresponding
to the battery modules 61, respectively. The BMS 58 de-
termines the SOC of the high-voltage battery unit 60
based on information from the CMUs 61. The inverter
controller 59 controls the switching operation of the in-
verter 20, and hence the operation of the electric motor
5. The ECU 57 is connected to an accelerator sensor
(not shown) for detecting a displacement amount of the
accelerator grip, and provides a control command to the
inverter controller 59 based on a detected value of the
accelerator sensor. The inverter controller 59 controls
the inverter 20 in response to a control command from
the ECU 57. This allows the electric motor 5 to generate
the driving power in response to the rider’s request.
[0044] In addition to the above, the electric compo-
nents included in the auxiliary machines include sensors
such as a speed sensor, a rotational speed sensor, and
a current sensor. In a case where an electric oil pump
for circulating oil for lubrication and cooling is used, the
low-voltage battery 43 may be used to supply the electric
power to the oil pump. Or, the low-voltage battery 43 may
be used to supply the electric power to an ABS hydraulic
unit, an electronic control steering damper, an electric
wind shield, an ETC device, and an audio device. The
low-voltage battery may be selected so that the electric
power for activating the electric components matches the
electric power discharged from the battery. A motorcycle
including an engine is also equipped with the battery as
the electric power supply for activating the electric com-
ponents. If the voltage of the low-voltage battery 43 is
equal to a voltage of the battery incorporated into a con-
ventional engine-driven vehicle, the electric motorcycle
and the engine-driven vehicle can incorporate the same
electric components, which is convenient.
[0045] Among the electric components described
above, the DC/DC converter 45 is stored in the battery
case 80. The inverter 20 is stored in the inverter case 19
which is different from the battery case 80. The electric
motor 5 is stored in the motor case 18 which is different
from the battery case 80. The low-voltage battery 43 is

placed outside the battery case 80. Therefore, a portion
of the high-voltage electric wire 31, the entire of the first
converter wire 46, and a portion of the second converter
wire 47 are stored in the battery case 80.
[0046] The first converter wire 46 constitutes a wire
member connecting the DC/DC converter 45 to the high-
voltage battery unit 60. The second converter wire 47
constitutes a wire member connecting the DC/DC con-
verter 45 to the low-voltage battery 43. When the low-
voltage battery 43 is charged, a low-voltage current gen-
erated by dropping the voltage in the DC/DC converter
45 flows through the second converter wire 47, while a
high-voltage current before dropping the voltage flows
through the first converter wire 46.
[0047] In the present embodiment, since the DC/DC
converter 45 is stored in the battery case 80 together with
the high-voltage battery unit 60, the entire first converter
wire 46 can be stored in the battery case 80. Therefore,
the first converter wire 46 through which the high-voltage
current flows can be reduced in length. Since the battery
case 80 has an insulativity, the first converter wire 46 can
be isolated from a user mechanically and electrically. If
the first converter wire 46 is relatively long in length and
the second converter wire 47 is relatively short in length,
cost of the entire wires, which is required to connect the
high-voltage battery unit 60 to the low-voltage battery 43
increases. If the first converter wire 46 is exposed outside
the battery case 80, it is required to have a structure for
allowing the first converter wire 46 to be isolated from
the user, and the vehicle body is required to have a struc-
ture for allowing the first converter wire 46 to be isolated
from the user. This will increase manufacturing cost.
[0048] Since the first converter wire 46 is stored in the
battery case 80 and isolated from the user like the present
embodiment, only the second converter wire 47 becomes
long, even when the low-voltage battery 43 is isolated
away from the high-voltage battery unit 60. Therefore,
an increase in the manufacturing cost does not increase.
Therefore, it is not necessary to place the low-voltage
battery 43 near the high-voltage battery unit 60 in view
of the manufacturing cost. Thus, the low-voltage battery
43 can be placed more flexibly. As described above, the
straddle vehicle, especially, the motorcycle has a vehicle
body which is smaller in size than that of a vehicle such
as a general four-wheeled vehicle. Because of this, a
space in which the devices are mounted is limited. There-
fore, the fact that the low-voltage battery 43 can be placed
more flexibly has a great advantage to the straddle ve-
hicle, especially the motorcycle.
[0049] Since the first converter wire 46 through which
the high-voltage current flows is stored in the battery case
80 having an insulativity, it becomes possible to prevent
a situation in which ground leakage from the first con-
verter wire 46 affects an outside area of the battery case
80. A converter relay 48 for opening and closing the first
converter wire 46 is provided on the first converter wire
46. The converter relay 48 is stored in the battery case
80. Therefore, even when ground leakage from the con-
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verter relay 48 occurs, it becomes possible to prevent a
situation in which the ground leakage from the converter
relay 48 affects an outside area of the battery case 80.
Since the converter relay 48 is placed inside the battery
case 80 together with the DC/DC converter 45, the
DC/DC converter 45 is placed in the vicinity of the high-
voltage battery unit 60, and therefore the converter relay
48 can also be placed in the vicinity of the high-voltage
battery unit 60.
[0050] If the charging connector 49 is stored in the bat-
tery case 80 or attached to the outer surface of the battery
case 80, the entire charging wire 50 can be stored in the
battery case 80. This allows the charging wire 50 to be
isolated from the user mechanically and electrically,
which is an advantage. Since the inverter case 19 is po-
sitioned near the battery case 80, it becomes possible to
reduce a portion of the high-voltage electric wire 31,
which portion is placed outside the battery case 80, even
when the inverter 20 is placed outside the battery case
80. An inverter relay 33 for opening and closing the high-
voltage electric wire 31 is provided on the high-voltage
electric wire 31. A charging relay 51 for opening and clos-
ing the charging wire 50 is provided on the charging wire
50. These relays 33 and 51 are also stored in the battery
case 80. Since all of the relays 33, 48, 51 on the wires
through which the high-voltage current flows are stored
in the battery 80, it becomes possible to suitably prevent
a situation in which the ground leakage of the high-volt-
age current affects the outside area of the battery case
80.
[0051] Turning back to Fig. 1, the battery case 80 of
the present embodiment is placed between the steering
shaft 7 and the seat 9 in the forward or rearward direction,
put on the lower frame members 13b, and sandwiched
between the right and left main frames 12.
[0052] The battery case 80 includes an upper lid 83 for
opening and closing the upper portion of the battery case
80. The upper lid 83 is firmly attached to the body of the
battery case 80 by means of a bolt, and the like, to seal
the inner space of the battery case 80. This allows the
electric components stored in the battery case 80 to be
isolated from the user mechanically and electrically. By
detaching the upper lid 83, a maintenance operator can
access the interior of the battery case 80. Thus, mainte-
nance of the electric components stored in the battery
case 80 can be easily carried out.
[0053] The front surface of the battery case 80 is offset
rearward in a stepwise manner, in an upward direction.
This makes it possible to prevent interference between
the handle 8 and a portion of the battery case 80 which
portion is located above the main frames 12. In addition,
a portion of the battery case 80 which portion is located
below the main frames 12, is increased in size in a forward
direction to fill a dead space which is behind the front
wheel 2, which contributes to an increase in a battery
capacity.
[0054] In the present embodiment, the DC/DC convert-
er 45 is stored in the front upper portion of the battery

case 80. The front wall of the battery case 80 includes a
converter cover section 80a covering the DC/DC con-
verter 45 from forward. The air-intake duct 21 is connect-
ed to the converter cover section 80a. In this structure,
the air flowing from the air-intake duct 21 into the battery
case 80 can be firstly blown to the DC/DC converter 45.
The DC/DC converter 45 generates a great amount of
heat during its operation. Since the air is blown to the
DC/DC converter 45 in an initial stage of the air inflow to
the battery case 80, the DC/DC converter 45 can be suit-
ably cooled by the air, and hence a temperature increase
in the entire interior of the battery case 80 can be suitably
suppressed.
[0055] The low-voltage battery 43 is placed outside the
battery case 80. This makes it possible to increase the
number of components of the high-voltage battery unit
60 (module casings 61 or the battery cells) stored in the
battery case 80. The low-voltage battery 43 is placed in
a position different from the position between the head
pipe 11 and the seat 9. This allows more battery cells to
be placed between the head pipe 11 and the seat 9. Es-
pecially, in the present embodiment, as will be described
later, the low-voltage battery 43 is placed below the seat
9 such that it is distant from the battery case 80. This
makes it possible to avoid a situation in which the low-
voltage battery 43 is affected by heat generated in the
high-voltage battery unit 60 during its operation. Also,
the air discharge duct 22 for air-cooling is connected to
the battery case 80. The low-voltage battery 43 can be
placed to be distant from the air discharge duct 22. This
makes it possible to avoid a situation in which the low-
voltage battery 43 is affected by heated air flowing
through the air discharge duct 22.
[0056] Furthermore, the low-voltage battery 43 is
placed outside the battery case 80 and is detachably
mounted to the body (vehicle body) of the vehicle. In the
present embodiment, the low-voltage battery 43 is stored
in a battery storage space 101 formed under the passen-
ger seat 9b. The electric motorcycle 1 is provided with a
seat side cover 102 such that the seat side cover 102
covers the side portions and upper portion of the seat
frame 16. The rider seat 9a is mounted to the front upper
portion of the seat side cover 102, while the passenger
seat 9b is detachably mounted to the rear upper portion
of the seat side cover 102. Although in the present em-
bodiment, the rider seat 9a and the passenger seat 9b
are separate components, they may be a single compo-
nent. The battery storage space 101 is formed in the rear
portion of the seat side cover 102 and configured to be
opened and closed by the passenger seat 9b.
[0057] Fig. 3 is a plan view of the electric motorcycle
1, showing a state in which the passenger seat 9b is
detached from the electric motorcycle 1 of Fig. 1. As
shown in Fig. 3, the rear upper portion of the seat side
cover 102 is provided with an opening 103 which opens
upward. The user can access the battery storage space
101 through the opening 103. The low-voltage battery 43
is placed such that it overlaps with the opening 103 when
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viewed from above. Therefore, when the passenger seat
9b is detached, the user can easily see the low-voltage
battery 43 through the opening 103, and easily access
the low-voltage battery 43 through the opening 103.
[0058] The low-voltage battery 43 is detachably
mounted to the seat frame 16 and the seat side cover
102. By detaching the passenger seat 9b and detaching
the wire connected to the low-voltage battery 43, the user
can easily carry out a maintenance work and a replace-
ment work of the low-voltage battery 43. Since the low-
voltage battery 43 can be replaced easily in this way,
degradation of the low-voltage battery 43 can be easily
addressed. In other words, as the low-voltage battery 43,
a lead storage battery which tends to be degraded rela-
tively easily can be used. As a result, the manufacturing
cost does not increase. In addition, the battery storage
space 101 is formed between the pair of right and left
vehicle body frames (e.g., seat frame 16). The low-volt-
age battery 43 is stored in the battery storage space 101,
and placed between the pair of right and left vehicle body
frames (e.g., seat frame 16). This allows the wire 47 con-
necting the low-voltage battery 43 to the DC/DC convert-
er 45 to be placed in an inward region of the right and
left vehicle body frames (e.g., seat frame 16). Therefore,
disconnection of the wire 47 can be prevented even when
the vehicle body falls down.
[0059] In particular, in the present embodiment, the
low-voltage battery 43 can be charged with the electric
power supplied from the high-voltage battery unit 60.
Therefore, the capacity of the low-voltage battery 43 can
be reduced, and hence the manufacturing cost of the
low-voltage battery 43 can be further reduced. In addi-
tion, since the low-voltage battery 43 can be placed flex-
ibly and can be reduced in size as described above, it
can be stored in a small space formed below the pas-
senger seat 9b.
[0060] The lead storage battery tends to generate a
dark current. If the vehicle is not used for a long period
of time, the battery will die. According to the present em-
bodiment, the low-voltage battery 43 can be easily de-
tached. If the user determines that the vehicle will not be
used for a long period of time, the user may detach the
low-voltage battery 43 and store it in a certain place, un-
necessary discharge of the low-voltage battery 43 can
be avoided. As the low-voltage battery 43, another bat-
tery such as a capacitor may be used, instead of the lead
storage battery.
[0061] When the passenger seat 9b is mounted to the
seat side cover 102, the battery storage space 101 is
locked by a lock mechanism 104. The passenger seat
9b cannot be detached unless the lock mechanism 104
is unlocked by fitting a main mechanical key of the vehicle
into a cylinder lock 105 provided in the seat side cover
102. Since the battery storage space 101 can be locked
in this way, it become possible to prevent a situation in
which the low-voltage battery 43 is detached undesirably.
[0062] Turning back to Fig. 2, the low-voltage battery
43 is connected to the ECU 57 via two strong electric

systems. In other words, the low-voltage battery 43 is
connected to the low-voltage battery 43 via a first electric
wire 94. A second electric wire 95 which is different from
the first electric wire 94 branches from the first electric
wire 94, and is connected to the first electric wire 94 again.
As a result, the ECU 57 is also connected to the low-
voltage battery 43 via the second electric wire 95. The
first electric wire 94 has two connection points at which
the first electric wire 94 is connected to the second elec-
tric wire 95.
[0063] In the present embodiment, the inverter control-
ler 59 is connected to the second electric wire 95. The
inverter controller 59 can be supplied with the electric
power from the low-voltage battery 43 via the second
electric wire 95. The BMS 58 is connected to the ECU
57 and can be supplied with the electric power from the
low-voltage battery 43 via the ECU 57. The fan 55 is
connected to the BMS 58, and can be supplied with the
electric power from the low-voltage battery 43 via the
ECU 57 and the BMS 58. The display unit 91, the lighting
unit 92 and the alarm unit 93 are connected to the ECU
57, and can be supplied with the electric power from the
low-voltage battery 43 via the ECU 57. As should be ap-
preciated, in the present embodiment, when the electric
power supply to the ECU 57 stops, the electric power
supply to the BMS 56, the fan 55, the display unit 91, the
lighting unit 91 and the alarm unit 93 also stops. Any
connection means may be used as the connection be-
tween the control units and the connection between the
control units and the auxiliary machines which are other
than the control units. For example, CAN (controller area
network) which is a standard of an in-vehicle LAN may
be used.
[0064] In a state in which the low-voltage battery 43 is
detached, the electric power supplied to the ECU 57 and
the inverter controller 59 is cut-off. In this state, irrespec-
tive of whether or not the electric power is stored in the
high-voltage battery unit 60, the electric motor 5 remains
deactivated. Therefore, the vehicle will not be stolen if
the user detaches the low-voltage battery 43 from the
vehicle, which is an advantage.
[0065] Next, relays and switches provided on the
strong electric systems will be described. Fig. 2 illustrates
as examples of the relays and the switches, the charging
relay 51 for opening and closing the charging wire 50, an
inverter relay 36 for opening and closing the high-voltage
electric wire 31, a main relay 96 for opening and closing
the first electric wire 94, the converter relay 48 for opening
and closing the first converter wire 46, and a main switch
97 for opening and closing the second electric wire 95.
Hereinafter, among states of the relays and the switches,
a state in which the corresponding wire is closed will be
referred to as "connected state" and a state in which the
corresponding wire is open will be referred to as "discon-
nected state."
[0066] The main relay 96 is provided at a position be-
tween the two connection points on the first electric wire
94 and connected to the ECU 57. The ECU 57 controls
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the main relay 96 to switch the main relay 96 from the
connected state to the disconnected state. In this way,
the ECU spontaneously determines that the electric pow-
er supplied from the high-voltage battery unit 60 to the
ECU 57 via the first electric wire 94 should be cut-off.
[0067] The main switch 97 is provided on the second
electric wire 95 and mechanically connected to the main
key 98. The main key 98 is used to lock the vehicle body.
The main key 98 may be mechanically constructed, like,
for example, a cylinder lock and a mechanical key fitted
in the cylinder lock, or a key having an electrically con-
trolled configuration, such as a smart key. In any case,
the main key 98 is manually operated by the rider in order
to lock and unlock the vehicle body. When the rider turns
ON the main key 98, the main switch 97 is placed in the
connected state. When the main switch 97 is placed in
the connected state, the electric power can be supplied
from the low-voltage battery 43 to the ECU 57 and the
inverter controller 59 via the second electric wire 95.
When the rider turns OFF the main key 98, the main
switch 97 is placed in the disconnected state. This can
cut-off the electric power supplied from the low-voltage
battery 43 to the ECU 57 via the second electric wire 95.
[0068] As described above, in the present embodi-
ment, the two electric systems are provided to supply the
electric power to the ECU 57. Therefore, the electric pow-
er supply to the ECU 57 can be suitably performed. In
addition, the electric power supply to the ECU 57 can be
performed flexibly. For example after the main switch 97
is turned OFF, the ECU 57 can maintain the connected
state of the main relay 96. In this way, even in the state
in which the main switch 97 is in the disconnected state,
the ECU 57 can continue to operate by the electric power
supplied from the low-voltage battery 43 via the first elec-
tric wire 94. During the operation, the ECU 57 executes
a required termination process, and places the main relay
96 in the disconnected state after executing the termina-
tion process, to cut-off the electric power supplied to the
ECU 57.
[0069] The charging relay 51 is connected to the BMS
58. When the BMS 58 detects that the outside electric
power supply is connected to the charging connector 49,
it places the charging relay 51 in the connected state so
that the electric power can be supplied from the outside
electric power supply to the high-voltage battery unit 60.
The converter relay 48 is connected to the ECU 57. When
the BMS 58 detects that the outside electric power supply
is connected to the charging connector 49, it sends in-
formation indicating the detection to the ECU 57. In re-
sponse to the information received from the BMS 58, the
ECU 57 places the converter relay 48 in the connected
state and controls the DC/DC converter 45 so that the
electric power can be supplied from the outside electric
power or the high-voltage battery unit 60 to the low-volt-
age battery 43.
[0070] The inverter relay 36 is mechanically or electri-
cally connected to a kill switch 99. The kill switch 99 is
manually operated by the rider and automatically oper-

ated by the ECU 57. When the kill switch 99 is operated
manually or automatically, the inverter relay 36 is placed
in the disconnected state, and the electric power supplied
from the high-voltage battery unit 60 to the inverter 20
and hence the electric motor 5 is cut-off.
[0071] The electric motorcycle 1 includes a ground
leakage detector 53 for detecting a ground leakage in
the high-voltage battery unit 60 and a ground leakage in
the high-voltage electric wire which is a system for sup-
plying the electric power from the high-voltage battery
unit 60 to the inverter 20. The ground leakage detector
53 is connected to the BMS 58. When the ground leakage
detector 53 detects some abnormality, the BMS 58 sends
information indicating this detection to the ECU 57.
[0072] When the ground leakage detector 53 detects
some abnormality, the ECU 57 places the converter relay
48 in the disconnected state. Thereby, the electric power
supplied from the high-voltage battery unit 60 to the low-
voltage battery 43 is cut-off so that the low-voltage battery
43 is electrically independent of the high-voltage battery
unit 60. Then, the ECU 57 operates by the electric power
supplied from the low-voltage battery 43 via the first elec-
tric wire 94 or the second electric wire 95. Thus, even if
some abnormality occurs in the system for supplying the
electric power from the high-voltage battery unit 60 to the
electric motor 5, the electric power supplied from the high-
voltage battery unit 60 to the low-voltage battery 43 is
cut-off so that the low-voltage battery 43 is electrically
independent of the high-voltage battery unit 60. There-
fore, it becomes possible to avoid a situation in which the
abnormality affects the low-voltage battery 43. Thus, un-
der the state in which the electric power supplied from
the high-voltage battery unit 60 to the low-voltage battery
43 is cut-off, the ECU 57 can continue to operate by the
electric power supplied from the low-voltage battery 43.
[0073] This allows the ECU 57 to continue to perform
control, even when some abnormality occurs in the sys-
tem. For example, the ECU 57 causes the display unit
91 and the alarm unit 93 to operate to notify the user that
the abnormality has occurred. In addition to this, under
the state in which the electric power supplied from the
high-voltage battery unit 60 to the electric motor 5 is cut-
off, the ECU 57 maintains a state in which the handle is
unlocked or regenerative braking is deactivated. This al-
lows the vehicle to be easily moved by hands or by trac-
tion.
[0074] When the ground leakage detector 53 detects
some abnormality, the ECU 57 may operate the kill switch
99 to place the inverter relay 36 in the disconnected state.
Thereby, the electric power supplied from the high-volt-
age battery unit 60 to the electric motor 5 can be cut-off.
Alternatively, the BMS 58 may place the charging relay
51 in the disconnected state. This makes it possible to
prevent a situation in which the ground leakage in the
high-voltage battery unit 60 affects the charging connec-
tor 49 which can be accessed by the user.
[0075] When the rider manually operates the kill switch
99, the inverter relay 36 is placed in the disconnected
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state in response to this operation, and the electric power
supplied from the high-voltage battery unit 60 to the elec-
tric motor 5 is cut-off. At this time, ECU 57 can continue
to operate by the electric power supplied from the low-
voltage battery 43, which makes it possible to prevent
the auxiliary machines from being activated or deactivat-
ed incorrectly. At this time, the ECU 57 may place the
converter relay 48 in the disconnected state so that the
low-voltage battery 43 is electrically independent of the
high-voltage battery unit 60. After that, at appropriate
time, the ECU 57 can cut-off the electric power supplied
from the low-voltage battery 43 to the ECU 57. When the
kill switch 99 is operated (OFF command or termination
command is input) in the middle of the driving, the ECU
57 may continue to operate by the electric power supplied
from the low-voltage battery 43 in a state in which the
electric power supplied from the high-voltage battery unit
60 to the electric motor 5 is cut-off, until the ECU 57 de-
tects that the vehicle is stopped, and may cut-off the elec-
tric power supplied from the low-voltage battery 43 to the
ECU 57 when it detects that the vehicle is stopped. This
allows the auxiliary machines to continue to operate after
the OFF command is input, during the driving of the ve-
hicle, which is an advantage. The ECU 57 is connected
to a speed sensor 71 attached to the wheel (either one
or both of the front wheel 2 and the rear wheel 3) and
may detect whether or not the vehicle is stopped in re-
sponse to the input received from the speed sensor 71.
In accordance with this configuration, it can be detected
more accurately that the vehicle is stopped than in the
case where the detection is performed based on the ro-
tational speed of the electric motor 5.
[0076] The ECU 57 and the BMS 58 are placed outside
the battery case 80. Because of this, the system for con-
necting the low-voltage battery 43 to the ECU 57, and
the system for connecting the ECU 57 to the BMS 58 can
be laid out only outside the battery case 80. In this way,
the wires can be laid out in a simplified manner. Since
the system for connecting the low-voltage battery 43 to
the ECU 57 is placed outside the battery case 80, the
main switch 96 and the main relay 96 are also placed
outside the battery case 80. Since the ECU 57 and the
main key 98 are placed outside the battery case 80, the
wire for connecting the main switch 96 to the main key
98 and the wire for connecting the ECU 57 to the main
relay 97 can also be laid out in a simplified manner.
[0077] Fig. 4 is a side view of an electric motorcycle
201 which is an exemplary straddle electric vehicle ac-
cording to Embodiment 2 of the present invention. The
present embodiment is different from the above de-
scribed embodiment in the position of a DC/DC converter
245. Hereinafter, a difference between Embodiment 2
and the above described embodiment will be mainly de-
scribed.
[0078] As shown in Fig. 4, the DC/DC converter 245
is placed in an upper space in the interior of a battery
case 280. Specifically, the DC/DC converter 245 is
mounted to the rear portion of the upper surface of a high-

voltage battery unit 260. By comparison, the low-voltage
battery 43 is placed below the passenger seat 9b. The
passenger seat 9b is mounted to the rear portion of the
seat frame 16 extending rearward such that the passen-
ger seat 9b is inclined upward. The passenger seat 9b
is placed at a relatively high position. In the present em-
bodiment, there is a vertical level difference between the
passenger seat 9b and the rider seat 9a. The passenger
seat 9b is higher than the rider seat 9a. This allows the
battery storage space 102 to have an increased vertical
dimension and to be placed at a higher position. Since
the DC/DC converter 245 and the low-voltage battery 43
are placed at an upper side in this way, the wire of the
second converter wire can be reduced in length.
[0079] Numeral modifications and alternative embod-
iments of the present invention will be apparent to those
skilled in the art in view of the foregoing description. Ac-
cordingly, the description is to be construed as illustrative
only, and is provided for the purpose of teaching those
skilled in the art the best mode of carrying out the inven-
tion. The details of the structure and/or function may be
varied substantially without departing from the spirit of
the invention.
[0080] For example, the battery case 80 is not neces-
sarily manufactured using an insulative material, but may
be manufactured using a metal material such as alumi-
num alloy. When the aluminum alloy is used for the bat-
tery case 80, the high-voltage electric wire can be re-
duced in length in the above described manner, and the
battery case 80 can be thinned to reduce its weight, while
achieving a required strength. The DC/DC converter 45
may be covered with a case which is different from the
battery case 80. In this case, the case is preferably insu-
lated from an outside space, and thus the DC/DC con-
verter can be isolated mechanically and electrically from
the user.
[0081] Although the electric motorcycle has been ex-
emplary described in the embodiments of the present
invention, the present invention is applicable to a straddle
electric vehicle including a high-voltage battery for acti-
vating the electric motor and a low-voltage battery for
activating auxiliary machines. For example, the present
invention is applicable to other straddle vehicles such as
an all terrain vehicle (ATV), a three-wheeled vehicle and
personal watercraft. Although the vehicle which does not
include an internal combustion engine and drives only
by the driving power generated by the electric motor is
exemplary described as the electric vehicle, the present
invention is also applicable to a hybrid vehicle including
the internal combustion engine in addition to the electric
moor.

Industrial Applicability

[0082] The present invention has advantages that a
high-voltage electric wire, of electric wires connecting
batteries to each other, can be reduced to a smallest
possible degree, and is effectively applicable to straddle
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electric vehicles such as an electric motorcycle.

Claims

1. A straddle electric vehicle comprising:

an electric motor which is a driving power source
for activating the vehicle;
a high-voltage battery for storing electric power
supplied to the electric motor;
a low-voltage battery for storing the electric pow-
er supplied to an auxiliary machine mounted in
the vehicle;
a converter for converting a voltage of the elec-
tric power supplied from the high-voltage battery
to the low-voltage battery into a voltage to be
charged into the low-voltage battery; and
a case for storing the high-voltage battery;

wherein the low-voltage battery is placed outside the
case, and the converter is stored in the case.

2. The straddle electric vehicle according to claim 1,
wherein the low-voltage battery is detachably mount-
ed to a body of the vehicle.

3. The straddle electric vehicle according to claim 1 or
2, comprising:

a control unit for controlling the vehicle;
a first electric wire for connecting the control unit
to the low-voltage battery; and
a relay which is provided on the first electric wire
and performs switching between a connected
state in which the control unit is connected to
the low-voltage battery and a disconnected state
in which the control unit is disconnected from
the low-voltage battery;
wherein the auxiliary machine includes the con-
trol unit, and the control unit operates by the
electric power supplied from the low-voltage bat-
tery via the first electric wire; and
wherein the relay is switched between the con-
nected state and the disconnected state in ac-
cordance with a command from the control unit.

4. The straddle electric vehicle according to claim 3,
comprising:

a second electric wire for connecting the control
unit to the low-voltage battery, the second elec-
tric wire being different from the first electric wire;
and
a switch which is provided on the second electric
wire and performs switching between the con-
nected state in which the control unit is connect-
ed to the low-voltage battery and the disconnect-

ed state in which the control unit is disconnected
from the low-voltage battery;
wherein the switch is switched between the con-
nected state and the disconnected state in ac-
cordance with a rider’s operation.

5. The straddle electric vehicle according to any one of
claims 1 to 4, comprising:

an abnormality detector for detecting whether or
not there is an abnormality in a system for sup-
plying the electric power from the high-voltage
battery to the electric motor;
wherein the auxiliary machine includes a control
unit for controlling the high-voltage battery or the
electric motor; and
wherein when the abnormality detector detects
the abnormality, the control unit cuts-off the elec-
tric power supplied from the high-voltage battery
to the electric motor or the low-voltage battery
and operates by the electric power supplied from
the low-voltage battery.

6. The straddle electric vehicle according to any one of
claims 1 to 5,
wherein the auxiliary machine includes a control unit
for controlling the high-voltage battery or the electric
motor, and the control unit operates by the electric
power supplied from the low-voltage battery; and
wherein in response to an OFF command received,
the control unit cuts-off the electric power supplied
from the high-voltage battery to the electric motor or
the low-voltage battery and then cuts-off the electric
power supplied from the low-voltage battery to the
control unit.

7. The straddle electric vehicle according to claim 6,
wherein in response to an OFF command received
in the middle of driving, the control unit cuts-off the
electric power supplied from the high-voltage battery
to the electric motor or the low-voltage battery, and
cuts-off the electric power supplied from the low-volt-
age battery to the control unit when the control unit
detects that the vehicle is stopped.

8. The straddle electric vehicle according to claim 7,
wherein the control unit detects whether or not the
vehicle is stopped based on an input received from
a speed sensor attached on a wheel.
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