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(54) METHOD AND TERMINAL FOR CREATING FOLDER ON USER INTERFACE

(57) Embodiments of the present invention relate to
a method and a terminal for creating a folder on a user
interface. The method includes: receiving, by a terminal,
a multiple-selection operation of a user, where the mul-
tiple-selection operation refers to a selection operation
performed by the user for at least two icons on a user

interface simultaneously; creating, by the terminal, a new
folder on the user interface according to the multiple-
selection operation; and placing, by the terminal, the at
least two icons selected simultaneously by the user on
the user interface into the new folder.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application claims priority to Chinese Pat-
ent Application No. CN 201210204458.X, filed with the
Chinese Patent Office on June 20, 2012 and entitled
"METHOD AND TERMINAL FOR CREATING FOLDER
ON USER INTERFACE", which is incorporated herein
by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The present invention relates to the field of com-
munications, and in particular, to a method and a terminal
for creating a folder on a user interface.

BACKGROUND

[0003] With rapid popularization of terminals, various
applications loaded on the terminals are increasing. To
better help users manage various applications on the ter-
minals, different management manners of the terminals
are put forward. A most frequently used management
manner is a folder management manner.
[0004] Currently, in the prior art, a manner of creating
a folder on a terminal to manage various applications is:
On a display screen of the terminal, various applications
are laid out and arranged in a grid manner; a user drags
one application icon to another application icon to cause
the two application icons to overlap; and, when the
dragged application icon reaches the other application
icon, if a distance from a center point of the dragged
application icon to a center point of the new application
icon is less than a preset threshold, a folder is formed,
and the terminal names the new folder automatically.
[0005] Disadvantages of the prior art are: When a
touchscreen of the terminal is large and the user has
multiple application icons, if the application icons need
to be collated, because the user can only touch each
application icon and drag it, the user needs to keep drag-
ging the applications and keep repeating the same ac-
tion, which leads to very low efficiency of collation; more-
over, when the touchscreen of the mobile terminal is
large, a drag error tends to occur when the user drags
one application icon to another application icon, and two
application icons of different types tend to overlap to form
an erroneous folder.

SUMMARY

[0006] Objectives of embodiments of the present in-
vention are to solve problems of low management effi-
ciency and tending to form an erroneous folder in the
prior art, and to provide a method and a terminal for cre-
ating a folder on a user interface.
[0007] According to a first aspect, an embodiment of
the present invention provides a method for creating a

folder on a user interface, where the method includes:

receiving, by a terminal, a multiple-selection opera-
tion of a user, where the multiple-selection operation
refers to a selection operation performed by the user
for at least two icons on a user interface simultane-
ously;
creating, by the terminal, a new folder on the user
interface according to the multiple-selection opera-
tion; and
placing, by the terminal, the at least two icons se-
lected simultaneously by the user on the user inter-
face into the new folder.

[0008] According to a second aspect, an embodiment
of the present invention provides a terminal, including a
display, a receiver, a processor, and a memory, where:

the display is configured to display a user interface;
the receiver is configured to receive a multiple-se-
lection operation of a user, and transmit the multiple-
selection operation to the processor, where the mul-
tiple-selection operation refers to a selection opera-
tion performed by the user for at least two icons on
the user interface simultaneously; and
the processor is configured to receive the multiple-
selection operation, create a new folder on the mem-
ory according to the multiple-selection operation,
place the at least two icons selected simultaneously
by the user on the user interface into the new folder,
and display the new folder on the user interface on
the display.

[0009] According to the method and the terminal for
creating a folder on a user interface that are disclosed in
the embodiments of the present invention, a terminal re-
ceives a multiple-selection operation performed simulta-
neously by a user for at least two icons, and creates a
new folder according to the user operation. Because the
terminal can receive the selection operation performed
simultaneously by the user for at least two icons, com-
pared with the prior art, the user efficiency of managing
applications is effectively improved and the probability of
creating erroneous folders is reduced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0010] To describe the technical solutions in the em-
bodiments of the present invention more clearly, the fol-
lowing briefly introduces the accompanying drawings re-
quired for describing the embodiments. Apparently, the
accompanying drawings in the following description
show merely some embodiments of the present inven-
tion, and a person of ordinary skill in the art may still
derive other drawings from these accompanying draw-
ings without creative efforts.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of creating a folder in
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the prior art;
FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a method for creating a folder
on a user interface according to an embodiment of
the present invention;
FIG. 3 is a specific flowchart of a method for creating
a folder on a user interface according to an embod-
iment of the present invention;
FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of displaying multiple
icons on a user interface according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;
FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of a multiple-selection
hold-down operation of a user according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of a multiple-selection
drag operation of a user according to an embodiment
of the present invention;
FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of inputting a folder
name as prompted according to an embodiment of
the present invention;
FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of saving a folder ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram of displaying a folder
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion; and
FIG. 10 is an apparatus diagram of a terminal ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0011] To make the objectives, technical solutions, and
advantages of the embodiments of the present invention
clearer, the following clearly and completely describes
the technical solutions in the embodiments of the present
invention with reference to the accompanying drawings
in the embodiments of the present invention. Apparently,
the described embodiments are a part rather than all of
the embodiments of the present invention. All other em-
bodiments obtained by a person of ordinary skill in the
art based on the embodiments of the present invention
without creative efforts shall fall within the protection
scope of the present invention.
[0012] To facilitate understanding of the embodiments
of the present invention, the following further describes
specific embodiments of the present invention with ref-
erence to accompanying drawings. The embodiments do
not constitute any limitation to the embodiments of the
present invention.
[0013] FIG. 2 is used as an example to describe a
method for creating a folder on a user interface according
to an embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 2 is a
flowchart of a method for creating a folder on a user in-
terface according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[0014] On a user interface of a terminal, multiple icons
may exist, for example, many types of icons such as ap-
plication icons (SinaGo, NetEase News, and BBC News),
picture icons, or thumbnail icons. To better describe the
embodiment of the present invention, the following de-

scription uses application icons as an example. The user
interface of the terminal is flooded with so many icons,
which seriously affects the user in management and use
of the terminal. In the embodiment of the present inven-
tion, on the user interface of the terminal, the user selects
at least two icons, and holds down the two icons with
fingers simultaneously. After receiving a multiple-selec-
tion operation generated when the user touches the
icons, the terminal creates, on the user interface accord-
ing to the multiple-selection operation, a new folder for
the multiple icons selected by the user. As shown in FIG.
2, specific implementation steps are as follows:

Step 210: A terminal receives a multiple-selection
operation of a user.

[0015] Specifically, the user interface of the terminal
displays multiple application icons such as SinaGo,
NetEase News, and BBC News. In the embodiment of
the present invention, on the user interface of the termi-
nal, the user selects at least two icons simultaneously.
For example, while the user holds down a first icon with
a finger to generate a first selection operation signal, the
user holds down a second icon with a finger to generate
a second selection operation signal.
[0016] Step 220: The terminal creates a new folder on
the user interface according to the multiple-selection op-
eration.
[0017] Specifically, after the terminal receives a multi-
ple-selection operation signal generated when the user
makes a selection, the terminal creates a new folder on
the user interface according to the received operation
signal.
[0018] Step 230: The terminal places at least two icons
selected simultaneously by the user on the user interface
into the new folder.
[0019] Specifically, according to description in step
220, if the terminal receives an operation signal gener-
ated when the user selects at least two icons simultane-
ously, the terminal creates a new folder for the at least
two icons selected by the user, and, at the same time,
places the at least two icons selected by the user into
the new folder.
[0020] According to the method for creating a folder on
a user interface that is disclosed in the embodiment of
the present invention, a terminal receives a multiple-se-
lection operation performed simultaneously by a user for
at least two icons, and creates a new folder according to
the user operation. Because the terminal can receive the
selection operation performed simultaneously by the us-
er for at least two icons, compared with the prior art, the
user efficiency of managing applications is effectively im-
proved and the probability of creating erroneous folders
is reduced.
[0021] To facilitate understanding of the embodiments
of the present invention, the following further describes
specific embodiments of the present invention with ref-
erence to accompanying drawings. It should be noted
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that the embodiments do not constitute any limitation to
the embodiments of the present invention.
[0022] FIG. 3 shows another method embodiment of
the present invention, and a method for creating a folder
on a user interface according to an embodiment of the
present invention is described in the following in detail
with reference to FIG. 3.
[0023] On a user interface of a terminal, multiple ap-
plication icons may exist, for example, SinaGo, NetEase
News, and BBC News. The user interface of the terminal
is flooded with so many icons, which seriously affects the
user in management and use of the terminal. In the em-
bodiment of the present invention, on the user interface
of the terminal, the user selects at least two icons, and
holds down the two icons with fingers simultaneously.
After receiving a multiple-selection operation generated
when the user touches the icons, the terminal creates,
on the user interface according to the multiple-selection
operation, a new folder for the multiple icons selected by
the user. As shown in FIG. 3, specific implementation
steps are as follows:
[0024] Step 310: A terminal receives a multiple-selec-
tion operation of a user.
[0025] Specifically, as shown in FIG. 4, the user inter-
face of the terminal displays multiple application icons
such as SinaGo, NetEase News, and BBC News. In the
embodiment of the present invention, on the user inter-
face of the terminal, the user selects at least two icons
simultaneously. For example, as shown in FIG. 5, while
the user holds down a first icon SinaGo with a finger to
generate a first selection operation signal, the user holds
down a second icon NetEase News with a finger to gen-
erate a second selection operation signal.
[0026] It should be noted that the multiple-selection op-
eration of the user may be a hold-down operation per-
formed by the user for the at least two icons simultane-
ously, where the hold-down operation refers to holding
down the at least two icons for a time that is not less than
a first time threshold. Specifically, after the user selects,
on the user interface of the terminal, at least two icons
expected to be placed into the new folder, the user may
hold down the at least two selected icons. The terminal
recognizes a time value indicating how long the user is
holding down the at least two selected icons, and com-
pares the time value indicating how long the user is hold-
ing down the at least two selected icons with a preset
first time threshold. If the time value indicating how long
the user is holding down the at least two selected icons
is not less than the preset first time threshold, the terminal
recognizes that the user operation is a multiple-selection
operation for the at least two icons. For example, the user
may select two application icons: SinaGo and NetEase
News. As shown in FIG. 5, if the time value indicating
how long the user is holding down the at least two se-
lected application icons SinaGo and NetEase News is
not less than the preset first time threshold, the terminal
recognizes that the user operation is a multiple-selection
operation for the at least two application icons.

[0027] In addition, the multiple-selection operation of
the user may also be: The user drags the at least two
selected icons together. After recognizing the action of
the user of dragging the at least two selected icons to-
gether, the terminal compares an overlap region between
the at least two dragged icons with a preset first area
threshold. If the overlap region between the at least two
dragged icons is not less than the preset first area thresh-
old, the terminal recognizes that the user operation is a
multiple-selection operation for the at least two icons. For
example, in the embodiment of the present invention, as
shown in FIG. 6, the user selects two application icons
SinaGo and NetEase News. If an overlap region between
the two dragged application icons SinaGo and NetEase
News is not less than a preset first area threshold, the
terminal recognizes that the user operation is a multiple-
selection operation for the at least two application icons.
[0028] Step 320: After recognizing the operation of the
user for the at least two selected icons, the terminal cre-
ates a new folder on the user interface according to the
multiple-selection operation.
[0029] According to the example in step 310, the ter-
minal creates a new folder for the two application icons
SinaGo and NetEase News selected by the user, as
shown in FIG. 7.
[0030] Step 330: The terminal prompts the user to input
a name of the new folder.
[0031] Specifically, as shown in FIG. 7, according to
the description in step 320, after the terminal creates a
new folder for the at least two icons selected by the user,
a new folder naming prompt box pops up on the terminal.
The prompt box prompts the user to input a name of the
new folder. The prompt box may display a default name
of the folder such as "new folder", a save button, and a
cancel button.
[0032] Step 340: The terminal receives the folder name
that is input by the user according to the prompt.
[0033] For example, for the example provided in the
foregoing steps, the user may input "news" in a dialog
box as the name of the new folder according to a common
feature of the two application icons SinaGo and NetEase
News. The terminal receives the folder name input by
the user and displays the name, as shown in FIG. 8.
[0034] Step 350: The terminal names the new folder
the folder name input by the user.
[0035] Specifically, after receiving the folder name in-
put by the user, the terminal uses the name input by the
user as the name of the new folder, and displays the
name, as shown in FIG. 9.
[0036] Step 360: The terminal places the at least two
icons selected simultaneously by the user on the user
interface into the new folder.
[0037] Specifically, this step may occur after step 350,
or occur between step 320 and step 330, or occur anytime
after the terminal creates the new folder and before the
new folder is displayed to the user, which is not limited
in the embodiment of the present invention.
[0038] In addition, it should be noted that according to
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the recognizing in step 310, if the time value indicating
how long the user is holding down the at least two se-
lected icons is less than the preset first time threshold,
or if the overlap region between the at least two dragged
application icons is less than the preset first area thresh-
old, the terminal does not determine that the user oper-
ation is a multiple-selection operation for the at least two
icons, and does not create a new folder, and the icons
selected by the user remain unchanged.
[0039] According to the method for creating a folder on
a user interface that is disclosed in the embodiment of
the present invention, a terminal receives a multiple-se-
lection operation performed simultaneously by a user for
at least two icons, and creates a new folder according to
the user operation. Because the terminal can receive the
selection operation performed simultaneously by the us-
er for at least two icons, compared with the prior art, the
user efficiency of managing applications is effectively im-
proved and the probability of creating erroneous folders
is reduced. In addition, in this embodiment, a specific
form of the multiple-selection operation of the user is fur-
ther described, and the user may be prompted to name
the new folder, which further enhances the user efficiency
of managing applications.
[0040] Corresponding to the method for creating a fold-
er on a user interface, the present invention further dis-
closes an embodiment of a terminal. The terminal can
implement the embodiments shown in FIG. 2 and FIG.
3, as shown in FIG. 10.
[0041] The terminal includes a display 1010, a receiver
1020, a processor 1030, and a memory 1040.
[0042] The display 1010 is configured to display a user
interface.
[0043] The receiver 1020 is configured to receive a
multiple-selection operation of a user, and transmit the
multiple-selection operation to the processor 1030,
where the multiple-selection operation refers to a selec-
tion operation performed by the user for at least two icons
on the user interface simultaneously.
[0044] The processor 1030 is configured to receive the
multiple-selection operation, create a new folder on the
memory 1040 according to the multiple-selection opera-
tion, place the at least two icons selected simultaneously
by the user on the user interface into the new folder, and
display the new folder on the user interface on the display.
[0045] The receiver 1020 is specifically configured to
receive a hold-down operation performed by the user for
the at least two icons on the user interface, and transmit
the received hold-down operation to the processor,
where the hold-down operation refers to holding down
the at least two icons for a time that is not less than a
first time threshold.
[0046] The receiver 1020 is specifically configured to
receive the operation of the user of dragging the at least
two icons on the user interface together, where the drag-
ging refers to holding down the at least two icons simul-
taneously and moving, and transmit the received moving
operation to the processor 830.

[0047] Before the processor 1030 displays the new
folder on the user interface, the following is further in-
cluded:

displaying, by the processor 1030, a prompt interface
on the user interface on the display, and prompting
the user to input a name of the new folder;
receiving, by the receiver 1020, the folder name that
is input by the user according to the prompt, and
sending the folder name to the processor; and
naming, by the processor 1030, the new folder the
folder name input by the user.

[0048] The foregoing has described functions of each
part in the terminal briefly. The following describes a
working process of each part in the terminal in detail. The
user interface displayed by the display 1010 displays
multiple application icons such as SinaGo, NetEase
News, and BBC News. In the embodiment of the present
invention, on the user interface, the user selects at least
two icons simultaneously. For example, while the user
holds down a first icon with a finger to generate a first
selection operation signal, the user holds down a second
icon with a finger to generate a second selection opera-
tion signal.
[0049] The receiver 1020 receives a multiple-selection
operation of the user, where the multiple-selection oper-
ation of the user may be a hold-down operation per-
formed by the user for the at least two icons simultane-
ously, where the hold-down operation refers to holding
down the at least two icons for a time that is not less than
a first time threshold. Specifically, after the user selects,
on the user interface, at least two icons expected to be
placed into the new folder, the user may hold down the
at least two selected icons. The receiver 1020 transmits
the hold-down operation of the user to the processor
1030. The processor 1030 recognizes a time value indi-
cating how long the user is holding down the at least two
selected icons, and compares the time value indicating
how long the user is holding down the at least two se-
lected icons with a preset first time threshold. If the time
value indicating how long the user is holding down the
at least two selected icons is not less than the preset first
time threshold, the processor 1030 recognizes that the
user operation is a multiple-selection operation for the at
least two icons. For example, the user may select two
application icons: SinaGo and NetEase News. If a time
value indicating how long the user is holding down the
two selected application icons SinaGo and NetEase
News is not less than a preset first time threshold, the
processor 1030 recognizes that the user operation is a
multiple-selection operation for the at least two applica-
tion icons.
[0050] In addition, the multiple-selection operation of
the user may also be: The user drags the at least two
selected icons together. The receiver 1020 receives a
drag operation of the user, and transmits the received
drag operation to the processor 1030. After recognizing
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the action of the user of dragging the at least two selected
icons together, the processor 1030 compares an overlap
region between the at least two dragged icons with a
preset first area threshold. If the overlap region between
the at least two dragged icons is not less than the preset
first area threshold, the processor 1030 recognizes that
the user operation is a multiple-selection operation for
the at least two icons. For example, in the embodiment
of the present invention, the user selects two application
icons SinaGo and NetEase News. If an overlap region
between the two dragged application icons SinaGo and
NetEase News is not less than a preset first area thresh-
old, the processor 1030 recognizes that the user opera-
tion is a multiple-selection operation for the at least two
application icons.
[0051] The processor 1030 creates a new folder on the
memory 1040 for the two application icons SinaGo and
NetEase News selected by the user.
[0052] After the processor 1030 creates a new folder
for the at least two icons selected by the user, a new
folder naming prompt box pops up. The prompt box
prompts the user to input a name of the new folder. The
prompt box may display a default name of the folder such
as "new folder", a save button, and a cancel button.
[0053] For example, for the example provided in the
foregoing steps, the user may input "news" in a dialog
box as the name of the new folder according to a common
feature of the two application icons SinaGo and NetEase
News. The receiver 1020 receives the folder name input
by the user and displays the name.
[0054] After receiving the folder name input by the us-
er, the receiver 1020 sends the received folder name,
which is input by the user as prompted, to the processor
1030, and the processor 1030 uses the name input by
the user as the name of the new folder, and displays the
name.
[0055] In addition, it should be noted that, if the time
value indicating how long the user is holding down the
at least two selected icons is less than the preset first
time threshold, or if the overlap region between the at
least two dragged application icons is less than the preset
first area threshold, the processor 1030 does not deter-
mine that the user operation is a multiple-selection op-
eration for the at least two icons, and does not create a
new folder, and the application icons selected by the user
remain unchanged.
[0056] In the apparatus for creating a folder on a user
interface that is disclosed in the embodiment of the
present invention, a receiver receives a multiple-selec-
tion operation performed simultaneously by a user for at
least two icons, and transmits the received user operation
to a processor. The processor creates a new folder on a
memory according to the operation transmitted by the
receiver. Because the receiver can receive the selection
operation performed simultaneously by the user for at
least two icons, compared with the prior art, the user ef-
ficiency of managing applications is effectively improved
and the probability of creating erroneous folders is re-

duced. In addition, in this embodiment, a specific form of
the multiple-selection operation of the user is further de-
scribed, and the user may be prompted to name the new
folder, which further enhances the user efficiency of man-
aging applications.
[0057] A person skilled in the art may be further aware
that, in combination with the examples described in the
embodiments disclosed in this specification, units and
algorithm steps may be implemented by electronic hard-
ware, computer software, or a combination thereof. To
clearly describe the interchangeability between the hard-
ware and the software, the foregoing has generally de-
scribed compositions and steps of each example accord-
ing to functions. Whether the functions are performed by
hardware or software depends on particular applications
and design constraint conditions of the technical solu-
tions. A person skilled in the art may use different meth-
ods to implement the described functions for each par-
ticular application, but it should not be considered that
the implementation goes beyond the scope of the present
invention.
[0058] The steps of a method or an algorithm described
with reference to the embodiments disclosed in this spec-
ification may be implemented by hardware or by a soft-
ware module executed by a processor, or by a combina-
tion thereof. The software module may reside in a random
access memory (RAM), a memory, a read-only memory
(ROM), an electrically programmable ROM, an electri-
cally erasable programmable ROM, a register, a hard
disk, a removable disk, a CD-ROM, or any other form of
storage medium known in the art.
[0059] The objectives, technical solutions, and bene-
ficial effects of the present invention have been described
in more detail with reference to the foregoing specific
embodiments. Understandably, the foregoing descrip-
tions are merely specific embodiments of the present in-
vention, but are not intended to limit the protection scope
of the present invention. Any modification, equivalent
substitution, or improvement made within the spirit and
principles of the present invention shall fall within the pro-
tection scope of the present invention.

Claims

1. A method for creating a folder on a user interface,
wherein the method comprises:

receiving, by a terminal, a multiple-selection op-
eration of a user, wherein the multiple-selection
operation refers to a selection operation per-
formed by the user for at least two icons on a
user interface simultaneously;
creating, by the terminal, a new folder on the
user interface according to the multiple-selec-
tion operation; and
placing, by the terminal, the at least two icons
selected simultaneously by the user on the user
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interface into the new folder.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the selec-
tion operation performed by the user for at least two
icons on a user interface simultaneously comprises:

performing, by the user, a hold-down operation
for the at least two icons on the user interface,
wherein the hold-down operation refers to hold-
ing down the at least two icons for a time that is
not less than a first time threshold.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the selec-
tion operation performed by the user for at least two
icons on a user interface simultaneously comprises:

dragging, by the user, the at least two icons on
the user interface together, wherein the drag-
ging refers to holding down the at least two icons
simultaneously and moving so that an overlap
region between the at least two icons is not less
than a first area threshold.

4. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein, after the creating, by the terminal, a new
folder on the user interface according to the multiple-
selection operation, the method further comprises:

prompting, by the terminal, the user to input a
name of the new folder;
receiving, by the terminal, the folder name that
is input by the user according to the prompt; and
naming, by the terminal, the new folder the folder
name input by the user.

5. A terminal, comprising a display, a receiver, a proc-
essor, and a memory, wherein:

the display is configured to display a user inter-
face;
the receiver is configured to receive a multiple-
selection operation of a user, and transmit the
multiple-selection operation to the processor,
wherein the multiple-selection operation refers
to a selection operation performed by the user
for at least two icons on the user interface simul-
taneously; and
the processor is configured to receive the mul-
tiple-selection operation, create a new folder on
the memory according to the multiple-selection
operation, place the at least two icons selected
simultaneously by the user on the user interface
into the new folder, and display the new folder
on the user interface on the display.

6. The terminal according to claim 5, wherein the re-
ceiver is specifically configured to:

receive a hold-down operation performed by the
user for the at least two icons on the user inter-
face, and transmit the received hold-down op-
eration to the processor, wherein the hold-down
operation refers to holding down the at least two
icons for a time that is not less than a first time
threshold.

7. The terminal according to claim 5, wherein the re-
ceiver is specifically configured to:

receive the operation of the user of dragging the
at least two icons on the user interface together,
wherein the dragging refers to holding down the
at least two icons simultaneously and moving,
and transmit the received moving operation to
the processor.

8. The terminal according to any one of claims 5 to 7,
wherein, before the processor displays the new fold-
er on the user interface, the following is further com-
prised:

displaying, by the processor, a prompt interface
on the user interface on the display, and prompt-
ing the user to input a name of the new folder;
receiving, by the receiver, the folder name that
is input by the user according to the prompt, and
sending the folder name to the processor; and
naming, by the processor, the new folder the
folder name input by the user.
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