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(54) Host interface, accessory interface and method for managing a connection between a host 
interface and an accessory device

(57) A host interface for a media device comprises a
first and a second host audio terminal (HAT1, HAT2) for
receiving a first and a second analog audio signal, a first
and a second connector audio terminal (CAT1, CAT2)
for connecting a first and a second pole of a four-pole
connector, and a host control circuit (HCTRL). The host
control circuit (HCTRL) is adapted to detect whether a

device requiring a supply signal over the four-pole con-
nector is connected. If no such device is detected, the
first and the second analog audio signal are passed to
the first and the second connector audio terminal (CAT1,
CAT2). If such a device is detected, the first connector
audio terminal (CAT1) is connected to a supply terminal
(HST1).
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a host interface for a
media device, to an accessory interface for a headphone
that can be used with such a host interface, and to a
method for managing a connection between a host inter-
face for a media device and an accessory interface.
[0002] In conventional media devices, like mobile
phones, tablet computers or media players, usually a
three-pole or four-pole connector is used for connecting
a headphone. Two poles of the connector are used for
transmitting a stereo analog audio signal from the media
device to the headphone. A third pole is often used to
transmit microphone signals from a microphone included
in the headphone to the media device. A fourth pole is
used for transmitting a ground potential.
[0003] Besides a wired headphone, other kinds of ac-
cessories are desired to be connected to the media de-
vice. In conventional implementations, dedicated inter-
faces with separate connectors for connecting the ac-
cessory to the media device may be used. However, ad-
ditional connectors need space, which is limited in mod-
ern media devices.
[0004] It is an object of the invention to provide an im-
proved interface concept for connecting a media device
that allows easier connections between the media device
and accessories. This object is achieved with the subject-
matter of the independent claims. Developments and em-
bodiments are subject-matter of the dependent claims.
[0005] The invention is based on the idea that for a
media device with a four-pole connector the first and the
second pole, normally used for transmitting analog audio
signals, may alternatively be used for transmitting one or
more supply signals depending on the requirements of
a connected accessory. Hence, if a conventional audio
headset, with or without a microphone, is connected to
the media device, it receives the analog audio signals as
usual. If a special accessory requiring a supply signal is
connected, one or both of the audio poles of the four-
pole connector are used for transmitting the required sup-
ply signals.
[0006] The decision regarding which kind of accessory
is connected may be made based on an identification of
the connected accessory. In this respect the term "ac-
cessory" comprises both conventional headphones and
special devices such as sensors or the like, which may
also transmit sensor data to the media device over the
four-pole connector, in particular over the third pole or
microphone pole of the four-pole connector.
[0007] A special accessory may also be able to proc-
ess both audio signals and use the supply signal, but not
concurrently.
[0008] The described functions may be implemented
by respective interfaces, in particular by a host interface
for a media device and by an accessory interface for an
accessory device, in particular a headphone or a hands-
free set.
[0009] Accordingly, with the improved interface con-

cept, connection of various devices to a media device is
simplified and particularly can be done with a single con-
nector.
[0010] Such a four-pole connector may be a tip-ring-
ring-sleeve, TRRS, connector, commonly also known as
a 3.5 mm jack. Standard definitions of such connectors
are given, for example, in EIA RS-453, or IEC 6063-11.
Of course, other sizes of such a connector, like a 2.5 mm
jack, may be used.
[0011] An exemplary embodiment of a host interface
for a media device according to the improved concept
comprises a first host audio terminal for receiving a first
analog audio signal, a second host audio terminal for
receiving a second analog audio signal, a first connector
audio terminal for connecting a first pole of the four-pole
connector, and a second connector audio terminal for
connecting a second pole of the four-pole connector. The
host interface further includes a host control circuit that
is adapted to detect whether a device is connected that
requires a supply signal over the four-pole connector. If
no device requiring the supply signal is detected, for ex-
ample a conventional headphone, the host control circuit
effects that the first analog audio signal is passed to the
first connector audio terminal and the second analog au-
dio signal is passed to the second connector audio ter-
minal. If a device requiring the supply signal is detected,
the host control circuit effects that the first connector au-
dio terminal is connected to a supply terminal. In this
case, the second connector audio terminal may be con-
nected to a common ground terminal, to the supply ter-
minal, to a further functional terminal, or may be kept on
the second audio terminal.
[0012] In some implementations, the host control cir-
cuit is further adapted to detect whether a device is con-
nected that requires the supply signal and further re-
quires a further supply signal over the four-pole connec-
tor. If such a device further requiring the further supply
signal is detected, the host control circuit assures that
the second connector audio terminal is connected to a
further supply terminal.
[0013] In various implementations, the supply terminal,
respectively the further supply terminal, is operable to be
connected to one of the following: a supply rail of the host
interface, a voltage regulator of the host interface, a cur-
rent regulator of the host interface, a supply rail of the
media device comprising the host interface, a voltage
regulator of the media device, a current regulator of the
media device. The further supply terminal may further be
connectable to a ground terminal being a reference po-
tential terminal for the supply terminal being connected
to the first connector audio terminal. The second terminal
can also stay as an audio terminal.
[0014] In some implementations the host control circuit
is adapted, if a device requiring the supply signal is de-
tected, to generate a deactivation signal for deactivating
respective audio amplifiers providing the first and the sec-
ond analog audio signals. For example, an output stage
of the amplifiers can be deactivated by such a deactiva-
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tion signal, such that a physical electrical connection be-
tween the host audio terminals and the connector audio
terminals may be maintained without any influence on
the signal at the respective terminals.
[0015] However, in addition or as an alternative, the
host control circuit may be adapted, if a device requiring
the supply signal is detected, to electrically disconnect
the first connector audio terminal from the first host audio
terminal and the second connector audio terminal from
the second host audio terminal.
[0016] In various implementations the host interface
further comprises a connector microphone terminal for
connecting a third pole of the four-pole connector.
[0017] In some embodiments, the host control circuit
is adapted to detect whether a device requiring the supply
signal is connected based on an identification signal re-
ceived at the connector microphone terminal. Such an
identification signal may be an encoded digital sequence
sent by the connected device, a signal sent from the con-
nected device with a distinct frequency spectrum or with
a special signal form. However, other implementations
of an identification signal are also possible.
[0018] In some implementations a host interface ac-
cording to the improved interface concept further com-
prises a host microphone terminal and a data receiver.
In such an implementation the host control circuit may
be adapted to detect whether a device is connected that
transmits encoded data over the connector microphone
terminal. If a device transmitting encoded data is detect-
ed, the host control circuit effects that the connector mi-
crophone terminal is connected to the data receiver for
decoding received encoded data. If no device-transmit-
ting encoded data is detected, the host control circuit
effects that the connector microphone terminal is con-
nected to the host microphone terminal. Accordingly, in
the first case, the decoded data may be provided to the
media device, for example as a digital bit stream or an-
other appropriate representation of the received data. In
the second case, an analog microphone signal generat-
ed, for example, by a microphone of a connected head-
set.
[0019] The host interface may be configured to trans-
mit various signals over the connector microphone ter-
minal. For example a current signal or a voltage signal
may be generated by the host interface. This signal can
be used at the accessory side for generating a supply
signal, e.g. for electronic parts in the accessory. Clock
information may be transmitted in encoded form over the
connector microphone terminal, for example by various
kinds of pulses that can be used directly or as a synchro-
nization for a clock generator on the accessory side. A
host identification signal may be sent over the connector
microphone terminal that can be evaluated by the acces-
sory side to potentially identify which kid of host the ac-
cessory is connected to.
[0020] In some implementations the host interface may
further comprise a data transmitter that is configured to
send an encoded digital signal, in particular an audio sig-

nal to connect a microphone terminal. The transmission
may, for example, be done according to the I2S standard.
[0021] An embodiment of an accessory interface ac-
cording to the improved interface concept for a head-
phone or a hands-free kit comprises a first accessory
audio terminal for connecting a first pole of the four-pole
connector, a second accessory audio terminal for con-
necting a second pole of the four-pole connector, an ac-
cessory microphone terminal for connecting a third pole
of the four-pole connector, a first accessory loudspeaker
terminal for connecting a first loudspeaker and a second
accessory loudspeaker terminal for connecting a second
loudspeaker. The accessory interface further includes a
class-D amplifier with a first and a second amplifier output
and an accessory data receiver adapted to receive an
encoded digital audio signal from the accessory micro-
phone terminal for producing the digital audio data for
the class-D amplifier. An accessory control circuit of the
accessory interface is adapted to detect which kind of
media device is connected at the four-pole connector.
[0022] The headphone can also be a headset in some
applications.
[0023] A class-D amplifier, which is also known as a
switching amplifier, is an electronic amplifier where all
power devices, usually MOSFETS, are operated as bi-
nary switches. During operation these switches are either
fully on or fully off. The digital input signal of the class-D
amplifier may be a variable duty cycle square wave of
which the low frequency portion of the spectrum is es-
sentially the wanted output signal, and of which the high
frequency portions serves the purpose of making the
wave form binary so it can be amplified by switching the
power devices. A passive low pass filter usually removes
the unwanted high frequency components, i.e. smoothes
the pulses out and recovers the desired low frequency
signal. In conventional class-D amplifiers, to maintain
high efficiency, the filter may be made with purely reactive
components, which store the excess energy until it is
needed instead of converting some of it into heat. Hence,
the class-D amplifier can be operated with less power.
[0024] For example, the accessory control circuit is
adapted to detect whether a media device is connected
at the four-pole connector having a host interface accord-
ing to the embodiments described above with a data
transmitter that is configured to send an encoded digital
audio signal to the connector microphone terminal. If no
such media device is detected, the accessory control cir-
cuit effects that the first accessory audio terminal is con-
nected to the first accessory loudspeaker terminal and
the second accessory audio terminal is connected to the
second accessory loudspeaker terminal. Hence, a con-
ventional analog stereo signal can be transmitted and
played by respective loudspeakers connected to the ac-
cessory loudspeaker terminals.
[0025] However, if such a media device with the de-
fined host interface is detected, the accessory control
circuit effects that a supply input of the class-D amplifier
is connected to the first accessory audio terminal, which
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in this case receives a supply signal from the host inter-
face of the media device. Furthermore, the digital audio
data provided by the accessory data receiver are passed
to the class-D amplifier, and the first amplifier output is
connected to the first accessory loudspeaker terminal
and the second amplifier output is connected to the sec-
ond accessory loudspeaker terminal. Accordingly, the
digital audio signal is converted to respective loudspeak-
er signals by the class-D amplifier and played by respec-
tive loudspeakers connected to the accessory loud-
speaker terminals.
[0026] Hence, a headphone or a hands-free kit
equipped with such an accessory interface is able to work
both with conventional media devices and media devices
which are equipped with the host interface according to
the improved interface concept. This has the further ad-
vantage that class-D amplifiers with a high power effi-
ciency can still be used despite a cable length between
the media device and the accessory interface, as the
audio data are sent in a digital format to the accessory
interface and signal lines between the class-D amplifier
and the loudspeakers can be kept short. This prevents
or at least reduces potential electromagnetic interface,
EMI, problems.
[0027] In some applications, the headset or the hands-
free kit may include one or more microphones. For such
applications the accessory interface may further com-
prise an accessory data transmitter adapted to receive
a microphone signal from a microphone of the headset
or the hands-free kit and to produce an encoded digital
microphone signal thereof. In such an implementation
the accessory control circuit is adapted to detect whether
a media device is connected that is operable to process
an encoded digital microphone signal. If such a media
device is detected, the accessory control circuit effects
that the encoded digital microphone signal is sent to the
accessory microphone terminal. The encoded digital mi-
crophone signal may also include microphone data from
more than one microphone, i.e. a multiplexed micro-
phone signal. Such multiplexing is e.g. disclosed in the
international patent application publication WO
2012/171690 A1 of the ams AG, which is incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety.
[0028] If no such media device is detected, the acces-
sory control circuit effects that an analog microphone sig-
nal is sent to the accessory microphone terminal. Accord-
ingly, the microphone signal can be transmitted over the
microphone terminal in an appropriate format, depending
on the ability of the connected host interface to process
analog or digital microphone signals. The decision of
which format to choose may be made on a host identifi-
cation signal sent from the host interface.
[0029] In an embodiment of a method for managing a
connection between a host interface for a media device
and an accessory device, the host interface and the ac-
cessory device are physically connected by means of a
four-pole connector, as described above in conjunction
with the host interface and the accessory interface. In

the host interface it is detected whether an accessory
device is connected that requires a supply signal over
the four-pole connector. If no accessory device requiring
the supply signal is detected, the host interface passes
a first analog audio signal to a first pole of the four-pole
connector and passes a second analog audio signal to
a second pole of the four-pole connector. If an accessory
device requiring the supply signal is detected, the host
interface connects the first pole to a supply terminal. Such
a supply terminal may be included in the host interface
or in the media device. Reference is made to the descrip-
tion of the host interface above.
[0030] In some implementations, the host interface de-
tects whether an accessory device is connected that re-
quires a supply signal and further requires a further sup-
ply signal over the four-pole connector. If such an acces-
sory device further requiring the further supply signal is
detected, the host interface connects the second pole of
the four-pole connector to a further supply terminal.
[0031] The detection of whether an accessory device
requiring the supply signal is connected may be based
on an identification signal received at a third pole of the
four-pole connector. Such a third pole may be a micro-
phone terminal of the four-pole connector.
[0032] In some implementations, the host interface de-
tects whether an accessory device is connect that trans-
mits encoded data over the third pole of the four-pole
connector. If such an accessory device transmitting en-
coded data is detected, received encoded data are
passed in a host interface to a data receiver of the host
interface for decoding the received encoded data. If no
device transmitting encoded data is detected, the third
pole is connected in the host interface to a host micro-
phone terminal of the host interface.
[0033] Further embodiments of the method become
easily apparent from the various implementations de-
scribed in conjunction with the host interface and the ac-
cessory interface according to the improved interface
concept. This inter alia refers to the implementation of
the accessory device as a headphone comprising a
class-D amplifier as described above.
[0034] The following drawings and figures of exempla-
ry embodiments may further illustrate and explain the
invention. Devices and circuit blocks with the same struc-
ture and the same effect, respectively, are denoted with
the same reference signs. In so far as circuit blocks or
devices correspond to one another in terms of their func-
tion in different figures, the device thereof is not repeated
for each of the following figures.
[0035] In the drawings:

Figure 1 shows an embodiment of a host interface in
conjunction with an accessory interface,

Figure 2 shows a further embodiment of a host inter-
face in conjunction with an accessory inter-
face,
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Figure 3 shows an example application of the ar-
rangement of Figure 2,

Figure 4 shows a further example application of an
arrangement according to Figure 2, and

Figure 5 shows an embodiment of a host interface in
conjunction with an accessory interface for
a headphone.

[0036] Figure 1 shows an example implementation, re-
spectively application, of the improved interface concept.
A host interface to be used with or within a media device
is connected to an accessory device with an accessory
dongle and an accessory load. The physical connection
between the host interface and the accessory device is
made over a four-wire connection being implemented
with a four-pole connector. Such a four-pole connector
may be implemented with a standard 3.5 mm plug, also
known as a TRRS jack. Preferably, the host interface is
connected to a respective socket and the accessory de-
vice has a cable with the appropriate plug, which is de-
picted as an example. Other kinds of four-pole connec-
tors may still be used. A first and a second pole of the
four-pole connector may be connected to a left channel
wire and a right channel wire LCH WIRE, RCH WIRE,
which are usually used for transmitting analog audio sig-
nals, in particular a stereo audio signal. A third pole is
connected to a respective microphone wire, MIC WIRE,
and a fourth pole serves to establish a common ground
connection GND.
[0037] To this end the host interface comprises a con-
nector microphone terminal CMT connected to the third
pole, respectively the MIC WIRE, and a first and a second
connector audio terminal CAT1, CAT2 connected to the
LCH WIRE, RCH WIRE, respectively. The fourth pole
GND may be connected to a ground terminal of the host
interface or of the media device itself.
[0038] The host interface further comprises a host con-
trol circuit HCTRL and a host data receiver being coupled
to the connector microphone terminal CMT. The host
control circuit HCTRL and the host data receiver are fur-
ther coupled to a host data terminal HDT for transmitting
data to the media device. A host microphone terminal
HMT is switchably coupled to the connector microphone
terminal CMT and designed for being connected to a mi-
crophone input of the media device. The host interface
further comprises a first and a second host audio terminal
HAT1, HAT2, which are designed to receive a first and
a second analog audio signal, for example from respec-
tive headphone amplifiers of the media device. The first
and the second host audio terminal HAT1, HAT2 are cou-
pled to the first and the second connector audio terminal
CAT1, CAT2. Furthermore, the first connector audio ter-
minal CAT1 is switchably coupled to a host supply ter-
minal HST1.
[0039] In one application configuration a conventional
headphone with or without a microphone may be con-

nected to the four-pole connector. In this case the host
control circuit HCTRL effects that the first and the second
audio signal received at the first and the second host
audio terminal HAT1, HAT2 are passed to the respective
connector audio terminals CAT1, CAT2. This may be
done by respective switching of a host switch HSW1 un-
der control of the host control circuit HCTRL. Additionally,
the connection of the connector microphone terminal
CMT can be controlled depending on the type of signal
going over that terminal CMT.
[0040] For example, if a device with a conventional an-
alog microphone is connected, the analog microphone
signal is passed to the host microphone terminal HMT.
If, however, an encoded digital signal is received at the
connector microphone terminal CMT, this signal is
passed to the host data receiver for decoding and further
processing. This switching function is symbolized by the
switch HSWM. For example, the switch HSWM has a
default setting connecting the connector microphone ter-
minal CMT to the host microphone terminal HMT.
[0041] In another application feasible with the host in-
terface according to the improved interface concept, an
accessory device is connected to the four-pole connector
that is not designed for processing or playing analog au-
dio signals. Instead, the accessory includes some kind
of load, for example, a sensor, that requires a supply
signal for being operated. To this end, the accessory load
is connected to an accessory audio terminal AAT1. An
output signal of the accessory load is provided to a dongle
data transmitter of the accessory dongle that processes
the output signal and provides an encoded version of the
processed signal to an accessory microphone terminal
AMT connected to the third pole MIC WIRE of the four-
pole connector. A data transmission may be performed
as described in international patent application
PCT/EP2014/057175 of the ams AG dealing with bidi-
rectional data communication over a single wire, which
is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. Accord-
ingly, the accessory dongle may optionally include a sup-
ply extraction which generates a supply voltage or a sup-
ply current for the accessory dongle from a signal on the
MIC WIRE. Furthermore, a clock extraction may be op-
tionally included in the accessory dongle, which gener-
ates a clock signal, e.g. for transmission timing and/or
analog-to-digital conversion. For example, the clock may
be extracted from short pulses or peak signals received
over the MIC WIRE.
[0042] In the configuration shown in Figure 1, data re-
ceived from the accessory, respectively the accessory
load, via the dongle data transmitter, are processed in
the host data receiver by respective passing of the signal
to the host data receiver and/or a respective switching
setting of the switch HSWM.
[0043] A stabilizing or smoothing capacitor may be op-
tionally connected in parallel to supply terminals of the
accessory loads, i.e. between the accessory audio ter-
minal AAT1 and the ground terminal GND.
[0044] In order to be able to work both with conven-

7 8 



EP 2 961 196 A1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

tional headsets and accessories requiring a supply sig-
nal, the host control circuit HCTRL is adapted to detect
whether a device requiring a supply signal over the four-
pole connector is connected. For example, this detection
may be based on an identification signal received from
the connected device, indicating the type of accessory.
For example, the identification signal may be in the form
of a digital identifier naming the type and/or requirements
of the accessory. However, the identification signal may
be formed by a signal having a predefined signal form
and/or a predefined frequency spectrum that can be in-
terpreted by the host control circuit HCTRL. The identi-
fication signal can also be a predefined signal sequence
or the like.
[0045] If a device requiring the supply signal is detect-
ed, the first connector audio terminal CAT1 is connected
to the supply terminal HST1, as depicted in Figure 1. If
no device requiring the supply signal is detected, for ex-
ample because no identification signal is received, such
as from a conventional headphone, the host control cir-
cuit HCTRL is configured to pass the audio signals from
the host audio terminal HAT1, HAT2 to the connector
audio terminals CAT1, CAT2. For example, the switch
HSW1 has a default setting connecting the first host audio
terminal HAT1 to the first connector audio terminal CAT1.
[0046] With the host interface according to the im-
proved interface concept, a media device can use a sin-
gle connector socket more flexibly compared to conven-
tional solutions. Not only conventional headphones with
or without microphones can be connected, but other
kinds of accessory devices like sensors or other data-
collecting can be connected.
[0047] Figure 2 shows a further embodiment with a
host interface and an accessory connected thereto, this
embodiment being based on the one shown in Figure 1.
Therefore, only the differences to Figure 1 will be dis-
cussed in more detail. The host interface of Figure 2 is
further adapted, not only to provide a single supply signal
at the connector audio terminal CAT1, but also a further
supply signal at the second connector audio terminal
CAT2. This can be used by a connected accessory hav-
ing a second accessory audio terminal AAT2 connected
to the second pole RCH WIRE of the four-pole connector.
To this end the host interface comprises a further supply
terminal HST2, which may be used for providing a further
supply signal or a dedicated reference potential or ground
potential, e.g. a power ground PGND. Accordingly, a fur-
ther switch HSW2 is symbolized, indicating that either
the second host audio terminal HAT2 or the further supply
terminal HST2 is actively connected to the second con-
nector audio terminal CAT2. For example, the switch
HSW2 has a default setting connecting the second host
audio terminal HAT2 to the second connector audio ter-
minal CAT2.
[0048] In such implementations the host control circuit
HCTRL is configured to detect whether a device is con-
nected that requires the supply signal and further re-
quires a further supply signal over the four-pole connec-

tor. The detection may be performed in the same way as
described above for Figure 1. The supply terminal HST1
and the further supply terminal HST2 may be connected
to a supply rail of the host interface or of the media device
comprising the host interface. Furthermore, the supply
signal and/or the further supply signal may be provided
by a voltage regulator or a current regulator of either the
host interface or the media device comprising the host
interface. The additional ground terminal PGND may be
a dedicated reference potential terminal being separated
from the conventional ground terminal GND in so far as
potential distortions in the feedback of the accessory load
are prevented from having influence on the conventional
ground potential. Hence, the overall signal quality in the
system may be improved.
[0049] In some implementations, the supply signal and
the further supply signal being provided to the connector
audio terminals CAT1, CAT2 may be one positive and
one negative voltage with reference to the potential at
the ground terminal GND.
[0050] The symbolic switch HSW1 of Figure 1 and Fig-
ure 2 and the symbolic switch HSW2 of Figure 2 may be
implemented as low impedance switches, both from the
connector audio terminals CAT1, CAT2 to the host supply
terminals HST1, HST2 and to the host audio terminals
HAT1, HAT2, for example realized by transistor switches.
Hence, if a device requiring the supply signal and/or the
further supply signal is detected, the first connector audio
terminal CAT1 is electrically disconnected from the first
host audio terminal HAT1, and the second connector au-
dio terminal CAT2 is electrically disconnected from the
second host audio terminal HAT2.
[0051] However, in some implementations, if a device
requiring the supply signal is detected the host control
circuit HCTRL may be adapted to generate a deactivation
signal for deactivating respective audio amplifiers pro-
viding the first and the analog audio signals, for example
the headphone amplifiers shown in Figure 1 and Figure
2. For example, the output stage of the respective am-
plifiers may be deactivated in the amplifiers such that
even if an electrical connection between the host audio
terminals HAT1, HAT2 and the supply terminals HST1,
HST2 is present, there is no current flowing to the am-
plifier output terminal. Hence, an adverse feedback onto
the amplifiers can be avoided.
[0052] A further, optional difference to the implemen-
tation of Figure 1 is given in that the host data receiver
may also be implemented as a transceiver being able to
transmit data over the third pole MIC WIRE. In this case,
it is expedient that the dongle data transmitter is also
implemented as a transceiver being able to additionally
receive data from the host data transceiver.
[0053] The parameters of the accessory may be stored
in an accessory identifier and retrieved from the dongle
data transmitter for transmitting the identification signal
to the host interface. This may be done in response to
an identification request of the host interface or in an
initialization phase after a connection to the host interface
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has been detected by the accessory dongle. Such im-
plementation may also be used with the arrangement
shown in Figure 1.
[0054] Figure 3 shows a first example application of
the arrangement shown in Figure 2. In particular, the ac-
cessory load comprises an oximeter with a high current
LED, i.e. a sensor device for measuring the oxygen sat-
uration and/or the heart rate of a person. To this end, for
example a finger of the person is lit with the high current
LED, and the resulting light is measured with a photode-
tector. The respective output signal is transmitted to the
host interface via the dongle data transmitter as de-
scribed above. Such an application requires about 100
mA to 200 mA for driving the LED.
[0055] Figure 4 shows a further example application
of the configuration shown in Figure 2. In this example,
the accessory load comprises a hand scanner for optical
scanning. Such a scanner needs to illuminate the scan
area. This may need a high supply current, which is pro-
vided over the host interface as described above. The
scanned data can be sent to the host interface via the
dongle data transmitter, as described above.
[0056] The example applications of Figure 3 and Fig-
ure 4 have the advantage that no separate power supply,
for example in the form of batteries or the like, is needed
in the accessory. Instead, the supply can be provided by
the host interface, respectively the media device com-
prising the host interface.
[0057] Figure 5 shows a further example implementa-
tion, respectively application, of the improved interface
concept that is based on the embodiments shown in Fig-
ure 1 and Figure 2. In this application the accessory in-
terface is designed for a headphone or hands-free kit.
To this end, besides the features described above for
Figure 1 and Figure 2, the accessory interface comprises
an accessory data receiver adapted to receive an encod-
ed digital audio signal from the accessory microcontroller
terminal AMT, the accessory data receiver being config-
ured for producing digital audio data for a class-D ampli-
fier from the encoded digital audio signal. The encoded
digital audio signal may be transmitted according to the
I2S standard.
[0058] The class-D amplifier may be included in the
accessory interface or within the headphone or hands-
free kit. The accessory interface comprises a first and a
second accessory loudspeaker terminal ALT1, ALT2,
which are coupled to the first and the second accessory
audio terminal AAT1, AAT2. Respective loudspeakers
LS1, LS2 can be connected to the first and the second
accessory loudspeaker terminal ALT1, ALT2. The loud-
speakers LS1, LS2 usually are not part of the accessory
interface.
[0059] The class-D amplifier comprises supply inputs
that are also coupled to the first and the second acces-
sory audio terminal AAT1, AAT2. Compared to the ap-
plications shown in the previous figures, the class-D am-
plifier represents the accessory load that can use the
supply provided by host interface.

[0060] With this configuration, the accessory interface
of Figure 5 can be operated in two basic modes of oper-
ation. In the first mode of operation analog audio signals
are passed from the accessory audio terminals AAT1,
AAT2 to the accessory loudspeaker terminals ALT1,
ALT2 directly, as in a conventional headphone. In the
second mode of operation, the digital audio data are used
by the class-D amplifier for producing respective loud-
speaker signals which are then provided to the accessory
loudspeaker terminals ALT1, ALT2. In this second mode
of operation, the supply signals provided at the accessory
audio terminals AAT1, AAT2 are used as supply for the
class-D amplifier. To this end, the accessory control cir-
cuit controls respective accessory switches ASW1,
ASW2 to assume the respective switching state associ-
ated with the mode of operation.
[0061] In order to determine the respective mode of
operation, the accessory control circuit is adapted to de-
tect whether a media device with a host interface is con-
nected that is able to provide at least one supply signal
and an encoded digital audio signal. If such a host inter-
face is detected, the class-D amplifier is operated as de-
scribed above. Otherwise, the accessory loudspeaker
terminals ALT1, ALT2 are provided with the analog audio
signals provided by an e.g. conventional media device.
[0062] The detection of which kind of host interface or
media device is connected to the accessory interface
may be based on a host identification signal provided by
the host interface, as described above. For example,
such detection may also be based on an identification
handshake process started after plug-in of the accessory.
[0063] The accessory interface may optionally further
include a terminal for connecting one or more micro-
phones, providing analog or digital microphone signals.
For example, such a microphone may be used as a
speech microphone for a hands-free kit. However, the
one or more microphones may also be microphones for
recording noise signals, in particular ambient noise sig-
nals, which can be used for an active noise cancelling,
ANC, algorithm. Depending on the type of signal, namely
analog or digital microphone signal, the accessory con-
trol circuit may affect an accessory microphone switch
ASWM to directly connect the analog microphone to the
accessory microphone terminal AMT, or to connect the
accessory microphone terminal AMT to the dongle data
transceiver. In the latter case, the one or more digital
microphone signals are encoded by the dongle data
transceiver and transmitted over the MIC WIRE to the
host data transceiver, which receives the encoded mi-
crophone signals and provides a decoded representation
thereof to the host data terminal HDT for processing by
the media device.
[0064] In some implementations, the one or more mi-
crophones may directly provide digital microphone sig-
nals to the dongle data transceiver, which does the en-
coding or a signal multiplexing for transmission over the
single MIC WIRE. In other implementations, one or more
anlaog microphone signals may be received by the don-
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gle data transceiver and converted into the digital domain
before transmittal to the host data transceiver.
[0065] Accordingly, in some applications, an ANC
headset may be implemented which transmits digital mi-
crophone data to a media device over the MIC WIRE and
receives digital audio data over the MIC WIRE at the
same time. For example, this effects that there is no need
to convert a digital audio data to the analog domain for
the whole ANC loop.
[0066] In particular, in such an application, digital bit
streams are sent down from the headset to the host de-
vice, respectively media device. Digital signal processing
may be done on these bit streams to get ANC subtraction
signals in the media device. Those ANC subtraction sig-
nals get added to the digital playback audio data. The
digital audio signal of the sum of playback and ANC signal
gets streamed up to the headset. In the headset, the dig-
ital audio signals for the left and right channels are directly
fed to the class-D inputs. In other implementations, the
ANC processing may also be performed in the headset,
but directly on the digital audio signal received at the
dongle data receiver. It is apparent for the skilled reader
that the block depicting the class-D amplifier represents
a dual channel amplifier outputting amplified signals for
the two loudspeakers LS1, LS2.

Claims

1. Host interface for a media device, the host interface
comprising

- a first host audio terminal (HAT1) for receiving
a first analog audio signal;
- a second host audio terminal (HAT2) for re-
ceiving a second analog audio signal;
- a first connector audio terminal (CAT1) for con-
necting a first pole of a four-pole connector;
- a second connector audio terminal (CAT2) for
connecting a second pole of the four-pole con-
nector; and
- a host control circuit (HCTRL) that is adapted

- to detect whether a device requiring a sup-
ply signal over the four-pole connector is
connected;
- if no device requiring the supply signal is
detected, to pass the first analog audio sig-
nal to the first connector audio terminal
(CAT1) and to pass the second analog au-
dio signal to the second connector audio ter-
minal (CAT2); and
- if a device requiring the supply signal is
detected, to connect the first connector au-
dio terminal (CAT1) to a supply terminal
(HST1).

2. Host interface according to claim 1,

wherein the supply terminal (HST1) is operable to
be connected to one of the following:

- a supply rail of the host interface;
- a voltage regulator of the host interface;
- a current regulator of the host interface;
- a supply rail of the media device comprising
the host interface;
- a voltage regulator of the media device com-
prising the host interface;
- a current regulator of the media device com-
prising the host interface.

3. Host interface according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the host control circuit (HCTRL) is adapted

- to detect whether a device is connected that
requires the supply signal and further requires
a further supply signal over the four-pole con-
nector; and
- if a device further requiring the further supply
signal is detected, to connect the second con-
nector audio terminal (CAT2) to a further supply
terminal (HST2).

4. Host interface according to one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein the host control circuit (HCTRL) is adapted,
if a device requiring the supply signal is detected, to
generate a deactivation signal for deactivating re-
spective audio amplifiers providing the first and the
second analog audio signals.

5. Host interface according to one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein the host control circuit (HCTRL) is adapted,
if a device requiring the supply signal is detected, to
electrically disconnect the first connector audio ter-
minal (CAT1) from the first host audio terminal
(HAT1) and the second connector audio terminal
(CAT2) from the second host audio terminal (HAT2).

6. Host interface according to one of claims 1 to 5,
wherein

- the host interface further comprises a connec-
tor microphone terminal (CMT) for connecting a
third pole of the four-pole connector; and
- the host control circuit (HCTRL) is adapted to
detect whether a device requiring the supply sig-
nal is connected based on an identification sig-
nal received at the connector microphone termi-
nal (CMT).

7. Host interface according to one of claims 1 to 6, fur-
ther comprising

- a connector microphone terminal (CMT) for
connecting a third pole of the four-pole connec-
tor;
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- a host microphone terminal (HMT); and
- a data receiver; wherein
- the host control circuit (HCTRL) is adapted

- to detect whether a device is connected
that transmits encoded data over the con-
nector microphone terminal (CMT);
- if a device transmitting encoded data is
detected, to connect the connector micro-
phone terminal (CMT) to the data receiver
for decoding received encoded data; and
- if no device transmitting encoded data is
detected, to connect the connector micro-
phone terminal (CMT) to the host micro-
phone terminal (HMT).

8. Host interface according to one of claims 6 or 7, being
configured to transmit at least one of the following
over the connector microphone terminal (CMT):

- Power;
- Clock information;
- A host identification signal.

9. Host interface according to one of claims 1 to 8, fur-
ther comprising

- a connector microphone terminal (CMT) for
connecting a third pole of the four-pole connec-
tor; and
- a data transmitter that is configured to send an
encoded digital audio signal to the connector mi-
crophone terminal (CMT).

10. Accessory interface for a headphone or a hands-free
kit, the accessory interface comprising

- a first accessory audio terminal (AAT1) for con-
necting a first pole of a four-pole connector;
- a second accessory audio terminal (AAT2) for
connecting a second pole of the four-pole con-
nector;
- an accessory microphone terminal (AMT) for
connecting a third pole of the four-pole connec-
tor;
- a first accessory loudspeaker terminal (ALT1)
for connecting a first loudspeaker (LS1);
- a second accessory loudspeaker terminal
(ALT2) for connecting a second loudspeaker
(LS2);
- a class-D amplifier with a first and a second
amplifier output;
- an accessory data receiver adapted to receive
an encoded digital audio signal from the acces-
sory microphone terminal (AMT) for producing
digital audio data for the class-D amplifier; and
- an accessory control circuit (ACTRL) that is
adapted

- to detect whether a media device with a
host interface according to claim 9 is con-
nected at the four-pole connector;
- if no such media device is detected, to con-
nect the first accessory audio terminal
(AAT1) to the first accessory loudspeaker
terminal (ALT1) and the second accessory
audio terminal (AAT2) to the second acces-
sory loudspeaker terminal (ALT2); and
- if such media device is detected, to con-
nect a supply input of the class-D amplifier
to the first accessory audio terminal (AAT1),
to pass the digital audio data to the class-D
amplifier, and to connect the first amplifier
output to the first accessory loudspeaker
terminal (ALT1) and the second amplifier
output to the second accessory loudspeak-
er terminal (ALT2).

11. Accessory interface according to claim 10,
further comprising an accessory data transmitter
adapted to receive a microphone signal from a mi-
crophone of the headphone or the hands-free kit and
to produce an encoded digital microphone signal
thereof, wherein the accessory control circuit (AC-
TRL) is adapted

- to detect whether a media device is connected
that is operable to process an encoded digital
microphone signal;
- if such media device is detected, to send the
encoded digital microphone signal to the acces-
sory microphone terminal (AMT); and
- if no such media device is detected, to send
an analog microphone signal to the accessory
microphone terminal (AMT).

12. Method for managing a connection between a host
interface for a media device and an accessory de-
vice, the method comprising:

- Physically connecting the host interface and
the accessory device by means of a four-pole
connector;
- in the host interface, detecting whether an ac-
cessory device requiring a supply signal over
the four-pole connector is connected;
- if no accessory device requiring the supply sig-
nal is detected, the host interface passing a first
analog audio signal to a first pole of the four-
pole connector and passing a second analog
audio signal to a second pole of the four-pole
connector; and
- if an accessory device requiring the supply sig-
nal is detected, the host interface connecting the
first pole to a supply terminal (HST1).

13. Method according to claim 12, further comprising
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- in the host interface, detecting whether an ac-
cessory device is connected that requires the
supply signal and further requires a further sup-
ply signal over the four-pole connector; and
- if an accessory device further requiring the fur-
ther supply signal is detected, the host interface
connecting the second pole to a further supply
terminal (HST2).

14. Method according to claim 12 or 13,
wherein the detection, whether an accessory device
requiring the supply signal is connected, is based on
an identification signal received at a third pole of the
four-pole connector.

15. Method according to one of claims 12 to 14, further
comprising

- in the host interface, detecting whether an ac-
cessory device is connected that transmits en-
coded data over a third pole of the four-pole con-
nector;
- if an accessory device transmitting encoded
data is detected, the host interface passing re-
ceived encoded data to a data receiver of the
host interface for decoding the received encod-
ed data; and
- if no device transmitting encoded data is de-
tected, the host interface connecting the third
pole to a host microphone terminal (HMT) of the
host interface.
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