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flexible  member  to  the  drum,  the  flexible  member 
conveniently  extends  by  one  end  through  an 
opening  in  the  drum  and  is  anchored  to  a  central 
boss  of  the  drum. 

5  So  that  the  suspension  device  of  the  invention 
may  be  used  for  hanging  relatively  heavy  articles 
or  objects,  the  flexible  member  is  preferably  a 
reinforced  plastics  tape. 

The  arrangement  may,  of  course,  be  such  that 
10  the  article  or  object  to  be  hung  is  attached  directly 

to  the  free  end  of  the  flexible  member.  For  ease  of 
use  and  convenience,  however,  the  flexible 
member  advantageously  has,  through  its  free 
end,  an  eyelet  or  other  connector  whereby  an 

15  article  or  object  to  be  suspended  may  be  con- 
nected  thereto,  e.g.  by  hooking  into  the  eye  or  the 
like. 

The  spring  means  which  serves  to  bias  the 
drum  towards  the  wound-up  position  con- 

20  veniently  comprises  a  spiral  spring  accommo- 
dated  in  a  substantially  circular  recess  in  the 
ratchet  disc,  and  the  pawl  is  advantageously 
freely  located  on  a  pivot  pin  to  engage  with  the 
ratchet  disc  under  the  influence  of  gravity.  This 

25  latter  feature  eliminates  the  need  for  providing  a 
spring  or  the  like  to  load  the  pawl  towards  the 
surface  of  the  ratchet  disc. 

The  invention  will  be  described  further,  by  way 
of  example,  with  reference  to  the  accompanying 

30  drawing,  in  which: 
Fig.  1  is  a  perspective  view  illustrating  a  pre- 

ferred  embodiment  of  the  suspension  device  of 
the  invention; 

Fig.  2  is  a  front  view  of  the  device  of  Fig.  1,  but 
35  with  the  front  half  of  its  casing  omitted  to  enable 

the  interior  components  to  be  seen  from  one  side; 
Fig.  3  is  a  rear  view  of  the  device  of  Figs,  1  and 

2,  but  with  the  rear  half  of  the  casing  omitted  so 
as  to  enable  the  interior  components  to  be  seen 

40  from  the  other  side;  and 
Fig.  4  is  a  diagrammatic  front  view  illustrating 

an  alternative  peripheral  shape  for  the  ratchet 
disc  of  the  device  of  Figs.  1  to  3. 

As  illustrated  in  Figs.  1  to  3  of  the  drawings,  a 
45  preferred  embodiment  of  the  extensible  suspen- 

sion  device  of  the  invention  comprises  a  casing 
indicated  generally  by  the  reference  numeral  10 
and  composed,  for  instance,  of  two  shell  halves 
12  and  14  which  fit  together  and  are  cemented  or 

so  welded  together.  Projecting  from  wall  16  of  the 
rear  shell  half  12  is  a  stub  18  which  locates  into  a 
boss  (not  visible)  on  the  other  shell  half  and 
provides  a  turning  axis  for  a  drum  which  is 
indicated  generally  by  the  reference  numeral  20. 

55  The  top  of  the  casing  10  is  formed  with  an  integral 
eye  22  whereby  the  entire  device  can  be  hung  in 
any  suitable  manner  from  an  overhead  structure, 
such  as  a  beam,  ceiling  or  the  like,  e.g.  by  means 
of  a  hook,  screw,  nail  or  other  suitable  fastener. 

60  The  drum  20  is  formed  integrally  with  a  circular 
flange  24  and  has  a  radial  gap  as  at  26,  the  drum 
20  projecting  at  one  side  of  the  flange  24  which 
has  an  integral  central  bush  28  whereby  it  is 
rotatably  mounted  on  the  stub  18.  Formed 

65  integrally  with  the  flange  24,  at  the  side  thereof 

Description 

This  invention  concerns  extensible  suspension 
devices  according  to  the  prior  art  position  of 
Claim  1,  that  is  to  say  devices  by  means  of  which 
objects,  or  articles  may  be  hung  from  over-head 
structures. 

Certain  hanging  articles  can,  in  everyday  use, 
involve  practical  difficulties.  For  instance,  access 
needs  to  be  had,  at  regular  intervals,  to  hanging 
flower  baskets  for  the  purpose  of  watering  and/or 
tending  the  contents  of  the  basket.  If  the  basket  is 
suspended  from  a  hook,  the  basket  can,  in  certain 
instances,  be  unhooked  and  taken  down  if 
desired.  More  frequently,  however,  users  of  hang- 
ing  baskets  usually  stand  on  a  suitable  support 
such  as  a  chair  or  steps,  and  reach  up  to  the 
basket  to  attend  thereto.  This  can  be  difficult  even 
for  agile  persons;  for  older,  frail  or  infirm  persons, 
it  may  in  practice  be  a  very  dangerous  operation, 
involving  a  very  high  risk  of  accident  or  injury. 

It  will  thus  be  appreciated  that  it  would  be  of 
substantial  advantage  to  have  available  a  suspen- 
sion  device  by  which  a  hanging  object  or  article 
such  as  a  hanging  basket,  may  be  suspended  in 
such  a  way  that  it  can  be  drawn  down  to  a  lower 
position  at  which  it  is  readily  accessible  e.g.  from 
the  ground  or  floor,  and  which  will  hold  the  object 
or  article  automatically  in  the  lowered  position 
until  such  time  as  it  is  desired  to  return  it  to  a 
normal  elevated  position. 

FR—  A—  2315643  and  US—  A—  2907534  each 
disclose  an  extensible  suspension  device  accord- 
ing  to  the  prior  art  position  of  Claim  1.  FR  —  A  —  2 
315  643  discloses  a  hose  real  with  a  pawl  latching 
device  to  prevent  retraction  of  the  hose  until 
required.  The  latching  device  does  not  operate 
when  the  hose  is  withdrawn  at  speed.  US  —  A  —  2 
907  534  discloses  a  similar  arrangement  utilising 
a  groove  engaging  wheel  in  place  of  a  conven- 
tional  pawl. 

According  to  the  present  invention  there  is 
provided  an  extensible  suspension  device  com- 
prising  a  drum,  a  flexible  member  wound  around 
said  drum  and  extensible  by  drawing  it  from  the 
device  and  thereby  rotating  the  drum  against  the 
action  of  spring  means  biassing  said  drum 
towards  a  position  in  which  the  flexible  member 
is  wound  up  thereon,  a  ratchet  disc  rotatable  in 
unison  with  the  drum  and  spaced  around  which 
are  a  plurality  of  notches  between  each  of  which 
is  a  respective  arcuate  lobe  which  so  increases  in 
height  from  the  one  notch  to  the  next  that  draw- 
ing-off  of  the  flexible  member  at  a  relatively  fast 
speed  causes  or  enables  a  pawl  co-operating  with 
the  ratchet  disc,  to  ride  over  the  notches  into  one 
of  which  the  pawl  will  engage  upon  drawing  off  at 
relatively  slower  speed  to  arrest  the  drum  and 
prevent  further  drawing-off  characterised  in  that 
the  flexible  member  is  in  the  form  of  a  band. 

For  ease  of  manufacture,  the  drum  is  advan- 
tageously  formed  integrally  with  the  ratchet  disc, 
the  drum  and  ratchet  disc  being  provided,  for 
instance,  one  at  each  side  of  an  integral  flange. 

To  ensure  security  of  the  connection  of  the 
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rotated  to  the  illustrated  position  with  the  nose  48 
of  the  pawl  44  resting  on  the  corresponding  lobe 
50  at  a  small  spacing  from  its  highest  end  56. 
Thereupon,  the  basket  is  pulled  downwards  rela- 

5  tively  rapidly,  thereby  causing  the  band  32  to  be 
drawn  relatively  quickly  from  the  drum  20  and 
causing  the  ratchet  disc  30  to  rotate  rapidly  in  the 
anticlockwise  direction  of  the  arrow  52,  as  con- 
sidered  in  Fig.  3.  Because  the  pawl  44  is  simply 

io  resting  on  the  periphery  of  the  ratchet  disc  30  and 
there  is  a  little  friction  between  it  and  its  fulcrum 
pin  46,  its  speed  of  swinging  in  the  anticlockwise 
direction  in  Fig.  3  upon  encountering  a  notch  42  is 
finite  and  accordingly  so  long  as  the  band  32  is 

15  pulled  down  quickly  enough  and  the  ratchet  disc 
30  is  roated  rapidly  enough,  the  pawl  nose  48  will 
not  drop  into  such  notch  but  will  ride  onto  the 
lower  end  54  of  the  next  subsequent  lobe  50. 
Thus,  the  basket  can  be  pulled  downwards  so  far 

20  as  one  may  require  to  permit  ready  access 
thereto.  When  it  has  been  brought  down  to  the 
desired  height,  the  speed  of  drawing  down  is 
decelerated,  with  the  result  that  the  pawl  44  can 
then  drop  into  the  next  subsequent  notch  42  to 

25  arrest  the  band  32  and  prevent  the  basket  from 
descending  futher.  The  basket  is  then  held  at  the 
desired  height  and  can  be  worked  on  as  desired. 

When  work  thereon  has  been  completed,  the 
basket  can  be  returned  to  its  elevated  position 

30  simply  by  lifting  it  up,  thereby  to  permit  the  spring 
62  to  wind  the  band  32  back  to  its  initial  position. 

It  will  thus  be  understood  that  the  device  of  the 
invention  permits  the  basket  to  be  suspended  at 
any  desired  height,  by  appropriate  manipulation 

35  of  the  basket  to  ensure  that  the  pawl  44  is 
engaged  with  the  opposite  notch  42.  The  location 
of  the  suspended  article,  in  this  case  the  basket,  is 
always  positive  and  is  independent  of  the  weight 
of  the  basket.  It  is  in  this  respect  that  the  arrange- 

40  ment  of  the  invention  is  particularly  advan- 
tageous  in  comparison  with  counterbalanced 
devices  which  cannot  practically  be  used  with 
hanging  baskets  or  the  like  because  the  weight 
thereof  changes  with  watering,  and  modification 

45  of  the  counterweight  would  frequently  be 
necessary. 

Naturally  the  invention  is  not  confined  to  the 
precise  details  of  the  foregoing  example,  of  which 
the  details  may  be  varied  as  desired  or  practical, 

so  nor  is  its  application  restricted  to  hanging  bas- 
kets.  It  can  be  applied  to  any  suspended  article  or 
object  where  ease  of  vertical  adjustment  can  be  of 
advantage,  for  instance  for  over-desk  lamps, 
over-bed  lamps,  dental  drill  suspensions,  and  in 

55  other  practical  environments. 
The  shape  of  the  ratchet  disc  30  does  not  have 

to  be  such  that  each  lobe  increases  in  height 
gradually  between  its  lower  end  54  and  its  upper 
end  56.  Thus,  as  shown  diagrammatically  in  Fig.  4 

60  the  same  effect  can  be  achieved  by  providing,  at 
the  appropriate  end  of  each  lobe  70  a  respective 
tooth  or  deflector  72  adjacent  the  respective  notch 
74.  Except  at  its  tooth  or  deflector  72,  each  lobe  70 
in  this  embodiment  is  of  substantially  constant 

65  effective  height. 

remote  from  the  drum  20  is  a  ratchet  disc  which  is 
indicated  generally  in  Fig.  3  by  the  reference 
numeral  30. 

A  flexible  member  in  the  form  of  a  fabric 
reinforced  plastics  band  32  is  wound  around  the 
drum  20.  Adjacent  one  end,  this  band  extends 
through  the  gap  26  in  the  drum  20  and  it  ter- 
minates  in  a  loop  34  (Fig.  2)  which  is  anchored  by 
locating  over  the  bush  28.  This  arrangement 
prevents  the  band  32  from  being  pulled  com- 
pletely  off  the  drum  20  when  being  unwound 
from  the  latter,  as  will  be  described  later.  Adjacent 
its  other  end,  the  band  32  extends  to  the  outside 
of  the  casing  10  through  a  further  gap  36  at  the 
bottom  of  the  casing  10  and  opposite  the  eye  22, 
and  said  other  end  is  secured  to  a  robust  eyelet  38 
having  therethrough  an  aperture  whereby  an 
object  or  article  to  be  suspended  (not  shown)  can 
be  connected  to  the  device. 

Referring  now  in  particular  to  Fig.  3,  the  ratchet 
disc  30  is  formed  at  equispaced  intervals  there- 
around  with  four  inclined  recessed  notches  42  for 
co-operation  with  a  pawl  44  which  is  freely  swing- 
able  upon  a  fulcrum  pin  46  fixed  into  the  casing  10 
at  a  position  such  that  nose  48  of  the  pawl  44  rests 
loosely  upon  the  outer  peripheral  surface  of  the 
ratchet  disc  30  under  the  influence  of  gravity. 
Each  adjacent  pair  of  the  notches  42  defines, 
between  said  notches,  a  respective  lobe  50.  As 
will  clearly  be  appreciated  from  Fig.  3,  considered 
in  the  anti-clockwise  direction  as  indicated  by  the 
arrow  52,  each  lobe  50  is  of  gradually  increasing 
radial  height  so  that  beginning  54  of  each  lobe  is 
shallower  than  the  remote  end  56  thereof. 

The  ratchet  disc  30  has  a  central  circular  recess 
60  and  this  accommodatesa  spiral  spring  62  one 
end  of  which  is  located  by  the  bush  28  and  the 
other  end  is  formed  into  a  hook  64  engaging  into 
a  complementary  notch  in  the  disc  30.  The  spring 
62  is,  of  course,  pretensioned  so  as  normally  to 
retain  the  band  32  fully  wound  up  onto  the  drum 
20  as  shown  in  Fig.  3,  corresponding  to  the  pawl 
nose  48  being  located  on  the  outer  periphery  of 
the  ratchet  disc  30  and  at  a  spacing  from  the 
nearest  notch  42. 

The  manner  of  use  of  the  illustrated  device  will 
readily  be  appreciated  from  the  foregoing 
description.  Assuming  the  device  to  be  hung  in  an 
overhead  position,  for  example  by  the  eye  22 
being  engaged  onto  a  hook  (not  shown)  secured 
to  a  ceiling  beam  (not  shown)  and  an  article,  such 
as  a  hanging  flower  basket,  to  be  suspended 
therefrom  by  being  engaged  with  the  eyelet  38  to 
hang  therefrom,  the  basket  will  normally  be  in  a 
raised  position.  Tension  on  the  band  32  arising 
from  the  weight  of  the  basket  will  have  caused  the 
drum  20  and  the  ratchet  disc  30  to  have  been 
rotated  through  a  small  angle  such  that  the  nose 
48  of  the  pawl  44  has  engaged  into  the  first  notch 
42  which  is  indicated  at  A.  The  basket  is,  accord- 
ingly,  held  in  the  raised  position  by  the  interaction 
of  the  pawl  44  and  the  ratchet  disc  30. 

Should,  now,  it  be  desired  to  lower  the  basket,  a 
user  firstly  relieves  the  device  of  the  weight  of  the 
basket,  with  the  result  that  the  ratchet  disc  30  is 
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tung,  die  die  Trommel  in  eine  Stellung  vorspannt, 
bei  der  das  flexible  Element  darauf  aufgewickelt 
ist,  gedreht  wird,  mit  einer  Klinkenscheibe  (30), 
die  zusammen  mit  der  Trommel  (20)  drehbar  ist 

5  und  urn  die  herum  eine  Mehrzahi  von  Ausneh- 
mungen  (42,  74)  im  Abstand  zueinander  ange- 
ordnet  sind,  zwischen  denen  jeweils  eine  bogen- 
formige  Erhebung  (50,  70)  vorgesehen  ist,  die 
derart  von  einer  Ausnehmung  zur  anderen  ihre 

10  Hdhe  vergrolSert,  dalS  das  Herausziehen  des  flexi- 
blen  Elementes  (32)  bei  einer  relativ  schnellen 
Geschwindigkeit  bewirkt  oder  ermoglicht,  dafS 
eine  Rastklinke  (44),  die  mit  der  Klinkenscheibe 
(30)  zusammenarbeitet,  iiber  die  Ausnehmungen 

15  (42,  74)  hinwegfahrt,  wobei  die  Rastklinke  (44)  mit 
einer  der  Ausnehmungen  in  Eingriff  tritt,  wenn 
mit  einer  relativ  geringeren  Geschwindigkeit 
gezogen  wird,  wodurch  die  Trommel  (20)  festge- 
legt  wird  und  ein  weiteres  Herausziehen  verhin- 

20  dert  wird,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dalS  das  flexi- 
ble  Element  (32)  die  Form  eines  Bandes  aufweist. 

2.  Aufhangevorrichtung  nach  Anspruch  1, 
dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dalS  die  Trommel  (20) 
einteilig  mit  der  Klinkenscheibe  (30)  ausgebildet 

25  ist. 
3.  Aufhangevorrichtung  nach  Anspruch  2, 

dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dafS  die  Trommel  (20) 
und  die  Klinkenscheibe  (30)  jeweils  auf  einer  Seite 
eines  integralen  Flansches  (24)  angeordnet  sind. 

30  4.  Aufhangevorrichtung  nach  einem  der 
Anspruche  1  bis  3,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dalS 
das  flexible  Element  (32)  mit  einem  Ende  durch 
eine  Offnung  (26)  in  der  Trommel  (20)  herausragt, 
und  an  einer  zentralen  Buchse  (28)  der  Trommel 

35  (20)  festgelegt  ist. 
5.  Aufhangevorrichtung  nach  einem  dervorher- 

gehenden  Anspruche,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet, 
dalS  das  flexible  Element  (32)  ein  verstarktes 
Kunststoffband  ist. 

40  6.  Aufhangevorrichtung  nach  einem  der  vorher- 
gehenden  Anspruche,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet, 
dalS  das  flexible  Element  (32)  in  seinem  freien 
Ende  eine  Ose  (38)  oder  ein  anderes  AnschlulSteil 
aufweist,  wobei  ein  aufzuhangender  Gegenstand 

45  daran  befestigt  werden  kann. 
7.  Aufhangevorrichtung  nach  einem  der  vorher- 

gehenden  Anspruche,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet, 
dalS  die  Federvorrichtung  eine  Spiralfeder  (62) 
aufweist,  die  in  einer  in  der  Klinkenscheibe  (30) 

so  vorgesehenen  im  wesentlichen  kreisformigen 
Vertiefung  (60)  aufgenommen  ist. 

8.  Aufhangevorrichtung  nach  einem  der  vorher- 
gehenden  Anspruche,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet, 
dalS  eine  Klinke  (44)  frei  auf  einem  Schwenkstift 

55  (46)  gelagert  ist  und  unter  dem  EinflulS  der 
Schwerkraft  mit  der  Klinkenscheibe  (30)  in  Eingriff 
tritt. 

9.  Aufhangevorrichtung  nach  einem  der  vorher- 
gehenden  Anspruche,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet, 

60  dafS  die  Trommel  (20)  drehbar  auf  einem  Stutzen 
(18)  gelagert  ist,  der  aus  einer  Wand  (16)  des 
umschlielSenden  Gehauses  (10)  hervorragt  und 
dafS  das  flexible  Element  (32)  Ciber  einen  Schlitz 
(36)  aus  dem  Gehause  (10)  herausgefiihrt  ist. 

65 

Claims 

1.  An  extensible  suspension  device  comprising 
a  drum,  a  flexible  member  wound  around  said 
drum  and  extensible  by  drawing  it  from  the 
device  and  thereby  rotating  the  drum  against  the 
action  of  spring  means  biassing  said  drum 
towards  a  position  in  which  the  flexible  member 
is  wound  up  thereon,  a  ratchet  disc  (30)  rotatable 
in  unison  with  the  drum  (20)  and  spaced  around 
which  are  a  plurality  of  notches  (42,  74)  between 
each  of  which  is  a  respective  arcuate  lobe  (50,  70) 
which  so  increases  in  height  from  the  one  notch 
(42,  74)  to  the  next  that  drawing-off  of  the  flexible 
member  (32)  at  a  relatively  fast  speed  causes  or 
enables  a  pawl  (44)  co-operating  with  the  ratchet 
disc  (30),  to  ride  over  the  notches  (42,  74)  into  one 
of  which  the  pawl  (44)  will  engage  upon  drawing 
off  at  relatively  slower  speed  to  arrest  the  drum 
(20)  and  prevent  further  drawing-off  characterised 
in  that  the  flexible  member  (32)  is  in  the  form  of  a 
band. 

2.  A  suspension  device  according  to  claim  1, 
wherein  the  drum  (20)  is  formed  integrally  with 
the  ratchet  disc  (30). 

3.  A  suspension  device  according  to  claim  1  or 
2,  wherein  the  drum  (20)  and  the  ratchet  disc  (30) 
are  provided  one  at  each  side  of  an  integral  flange 
(24). 

4.  A  suspension  device  according  to  claim  1,  2, 
or  3  wherein  the  flexible  member  (32)  extends  by 
one  end  through  an  opening  (26)  in  the  drum  (20) 
and  is  anchored  to  a  central  bush  (28)  of  the  drum 
(20). 

5.  A  suspension  device  according  to  any  pre- 
ceding  claims  wherein  the  flexible  member  (32)  is 
a  reinforced  plastics  tape. 

6.  A  suspension  device  according  to  any  pre- 
ceding  claims  wherein  the  flexible  member  (32) 
has,  on  its  free  end,  an  eyelet  (38)  or  other 
connector  whereby  an  article  to  be  suspended 
may  be  connected  thereto. 

7.  A  suspension  device  according  to  any  pre- 
ceding  claims  wherein  the  spring  means  com- 
prises  a  spiral  spring  (62)  accommodated  in  a 
substantially  circular  recess  (60)  in  the  ratchet 
disc  (30). 

8.  A  suspension  device  according  to  any  pre- 
ceding  claims  wherein  the  pawl  44  is  freely 
located  on  a  pivot  pin  (46)  to  engage  with  the 
ratchet  disc  (30)  under  the  influence  of  gravity. 

9.  A  suspension  device  according  to  any  pre- 
ceding  claims  wherein  the  drum  (20)  is  mounted 
for  rotation  upon  a  stub  (18)  which  projects  from  a 
wall  (16)  of  an  enclosing  casing  (10),  the  flexible 
member  (32)  extending  out  of  the  casing  (10) 
through  a  slot  (36)  therein. 

Patentanspruche 

1.  Ausziehbare  Aufhangevorrichtung  mit  einer 
Trommel,  einem  flexiblen  Element,  das  um  die 
Trommel  herum  gewunden  ist  und  durch  Ziehen 
von  der  Vorrichtung  weg  ausziehbar  ist,  wobei  die 
Trommel  gegen  die  Wirkung  einer  Federvorrich- 
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4.  Dispositif  de  suspension  selon  revendication 
1,  2  ou  3,  dans  lequel  une  extremite  de  I'element 
flexible  (32)  passe  dans  une  ouverture  (26)  du 
tambour  (20)  et  est  retenue  sur  une  douille  cen- 
trale  (28)  du  tambour  (20). 

5.  Dispositif  de  suspension  selon  I'une  quelcon- 
que  des  revendications  precedentes,  dans  lequel 
I'element  flexible  (32)  est  une  bande  en  matiere 
plastique  renforcee. 

6.  Dispositif  de  suspension  selon  I'une  quelcon- 
que  des  revendications  precedentes,  dans  lequel 
I'element  flexible  (32)  possede,  a  son  extremite 
libre,  un  anneau  (38)  ou  tout  autre  moyen  de 
liaison  par  lequel  un  article  a  suspendre  peut  lui 
etre  relie' 

7.  Dispositif  de  suspension  selon  I'une  quelcon- 
que  des  revendications  precedentes,  dans  lequel 
les  moyens  elastiques  comprennent  un  ressort 
spiral  (62)  regu  dans  une  cavite  sensiblement 
circulaire  (60)  du  disque  d'encliquetage  (30). 

8.  Dispositif  de  suspension  selon  I'une  quelcon- 
que  des  revendications  precedentes,  dans  lequel 
le  cliquet  (44)  est  monte  librement  sur  une  broche 
de  pivotement  (46)  pour  venir  en  prise  avec  le 
disque  d'encliquetage  (30)  sous  I'influence  de  la 
pesanteur. 

9.  Dispositif  de  suspension  selon  I'une  quelcon- 
que  des  revendications  precedentes,  dans  lequel 
le  tambour  (20)  est  monte  pour  tourner  sur  un 
tourillon  (18),  qui  est  en  saillie  sur  une  paroi  (16) 
d'un  bo'ftier  enfermant  (10),  I'element  flexible  (32) 
passant  a  I'exterieur  de  ce  bo'ftier  (10)  par  une 
fente  (36)  de  celui-ci. 

Revendications 

1.  Dispositif  de  suspension  extensible  compre- 
nant  un  tambour,  un  element  flexible  enroule 
autour  dudit  tambour  et  pouvant  etre  deploye  en 
le  tirant  hors  du  dispositif  ce  qui  fait  alors  tourner 
le  tambour  contre  I'action  de  moyens  elastiques 
sollicitant  ledit  tambour  vers  une  position  dans 
laquelle  I'element  flexible  est  enroule  sur  lui,  un 
disque  d'encliquetage  (30)  pouvant  tourner  a 
I'unisson  avec  le  tambour  (20),  et,  espacees  sur  le 
pourtour  de  ce  disque,  des  encoches  (42,  74)  entre 
lesquelles  il  y  a  chaque  fois  un  lobe  arque  respec- 
tif  (50,  70)  dont  la  hauteur  augmente  d'une 
encoche  (42,  74)  a  la  suivante  de  maniere  que  le 
fait  de  tirer  I'element  flexible  (32)  a  une  vitesse 
relativement  grande  permette,  ou  ait  pour  effet, 
qu'un  cliquet  (44)  cooperant  avec  le  disque  d'en- 
cliquetage  (30)  franchisse  les  encoches  (42,  74) 
dans  I'une  desquelles  ce  cliquet  (44)  s'engage  si 
Ton  exerce  une  traction  a  une  vitesse  relative- 
ment  plus  faible  pour  arreter  le  tambour  (20)  et 
empecher  une  traction  d'extraction  supplemen- 
taire,  caracterise  en  ce  que  I'element  flexible  (32) 
a  la  forme  d'une  bande. 

2.  Dispositif  de  suspension  selon  revendication 
1,  dans  lequel  le  tambour  (20)  est  forme  d'un  seul 
tenant  avec  le  disque  d'encliquetage  (30). 

3.  Dispositif  de  suspension  selon  revendication 
1  ou  2,  dans  lequel  le  tambour  (20)  et  le  disque 
d'encliquetage  (30)  sont  prevus  I'un  sur  un  cote  et 
I'autre  sur  I'autre  cote  d'un  flasque  (24)  d'un  seul 
tenant  avec  eux. 
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