
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
EP

2 
78

7 
42

2
B

1
*EP002787422B1*

(11) EP 2 787 422 B1
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
08.04.2020 Bulletin 2020/15

(21) Application number: 12854008.5

(22) Date of filing: 07.11.2012

(51) Int Cl.:
G06F 16/26 (2019.01) G06F 16/242 (2019.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/JP2012/007143

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2013/080448 (06.06.2013 Gazette 2013/23)

(54) INFORMATION PROCESSING DEVICE

INFORMATIONSVERARBEITUNGSVORRICHTUNG

DISPOSITIF DE TRAITEMENT D’INFORMATIONS

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 01.12.2011 JP 2011263959

(43) Date of publication of application: 
08.10.2014 Bulletin 2014/41

(73) Proprietor: Panasonic Intellectual Property 
Management Co., Ltd.
Osaka-shi, Osaka 540-6207 (JP)

(72) Inventors:  
• GOJYO, Azusa

Chuo-ku, Osaka 540-6207 (JP)

• NISHIMURA, Kenji
Chuo-ku, Osaka 540-6207 (JP)

• MORI, Toshiaki
Chuo-ku, Osaka 540-6207 (JP)

• SATO, Junichi
Chuo-ku, Osaka 540-6207 (JP)

(74) Representative: Vigand, Philippe et al
Novagraaf International SA 
Chemin de l’Echo 3
1213 Onex - Genève (CH)

(56) References cited:  
JP-A- 2008 204 402 JP-A- 2010 079 767
US-A1- 2006 069 997 US-A1- 2008 204 402
US-A1- 2011 145 705  



EP 2 787 422 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an information
processing device that searches predetermined informa-
tion accumulated in a database for desired information.

Background Art

[0002] As a conventional information processing de-
vice, in radio communication apparatuses such as mobile
telephones and electronic apparatuses such as digital
cameras and PDAs (personal digital assistants), a device
is known where a function menu is displayed on a display
screen of a display portion and various functions can be
executed by the user performing a selection operation
on the function menu (for example, see Patent Document
1).
[0003] As another conventional information process-
ing device, in terminal apparatuses provided with an in-
formation search system, a device is available where to
search for an optimum route between a departure place
and a destination, a first search criterion (departure
place) and a second search criterion (destination) are
displayed side by side so as to be selectable (for exam-
ple, see Patent Document 2).

Prior Art Document

Patent Document

[0004]

Patent Document 1: JP-A-2011-180990 (FIG. 4)
Patent Document 2: JP-A-2011-107783

[0005] US 2008/204402 A1 discloses a user interface
with a plurality of selection areas operated by sliding,
whereby the sliding direction can determine the executed
command.

Summary of the Invention

Problems that the Invention is to Solve

[0006] However, in the conventional information
processing device described in Patent Document 1, the
function menu of the first hierarchy is displayed in a cir-
cular form in the lower left corner of the display screen
and when the user selects an item of the function menu
of the first hierarchy, the function menu of the second
hierarchy of the selected item is displayed in a circular
form in the lower right corner of the display screen. This
presents a problem in that it is necessary for the user to
operate the multi-hierarchical function menu along the
hierarchy in a step-by-step manner until obtaining a de-
sired result.

[0007] In the device described in Patent Document 2,
although search with two different search criteria can be
performed, no consideration is given to a hierarchical
change of the search criteria.
[0008] The present invention is made to solve the con-
ventional problems, and an object thereof is to provide
an information processing device with which a search
operation using a hierarchically structured search crite-
rion and a search criterion different from the search cri-
terion can be easily selected on one screen.
[0009] The object of the invention is solved by the fea-
tures of the independent claim. Further embodiments are
the subject-matter of the dependent claims.

Means for Solving the Problem

[0010] To attain the above-mentioned object, the
present invention has a structure in which the following
are provided: an operation detector that detects a slide
operation in an operation area; and a display controller
that changes information that the own device displays in
a display area according to a result of the detection by
the operation detector, the display area includes: first op-
tion areas for selecting options indicating a first search
criterion; a first option group area having the first option
areas; second option areas for selecting options indicat-
ing a second search criterion; a second option group area
having the second option areas; and a selection area
which is a region including only the first option areas of
a predetermined number and the second option areas of
a predetermined number, wherein the operation detector
detects, as an operation direction of the slide operation,
a first direction which is a direction in which the first option
group area is operated, a second direction which is a
direction in which the second option group area is oper-
ated and a third direction which is a direction different
from the first direction and in which the first option group
area is operated, and wherein when the operation detec-
tor detects that the slide operation is performed in the
third direction, the display controller displays, in the first
option group area, an option of an upper hierarchy or a
lower hierarchy of an option of the first search criterion
which has been displayed in the selection area before
the operation.

Advantage of the Invention

[0011] According to the present invention, a search op-
eration using a hierarchically structured search criterion
and a search criterion different from the search criterion
can be easily selected on one screen.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0012]

[FIG. 1] FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the struc-
ture of an information processing device according
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to a first embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 2] FIGS. 2(a) to 2(c) Views showing an example
of the display region where options of search criteria
are displayed in the first embodiment of the present
invention.
[FIG. 3] FIGS 3(a) to 3(c) Views each showing an
example of a selection area where options of the
search criteria are displayed in the first embodiment
of the present invention.
[FIG. 4] FIG. 4 is a view showing an example of op-
eration regions for option groups where a plurality of
options are displayed, and operation directions.
[FIG. 5] FIGS. 5(a) to 5(c) Views showing an example
of the display of options of the search criteria in ac-
cordance with the operation condition.
[FIG. 6] FIGS. 6(a) to 6(f) Views showing an example
of option data having a hierarchical structure.
[FIG. 7] FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b) Views showing exam-
ples of the search result display.
[FIG. 8] FIG. 8 is a flowchart for explaining the op-
eration of a display controller in the first embodiment
of the present invention.
[FIG. 9] FIG. 9 is a view showing an example of the
option display region according to a first modification
of the first embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 10] FIG. 10 is a view showing an example of
the arrangement structure of the information
processing device 10 according to a second modifi-
cation of the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
[FIG. 11] FIG. 11 is a view showing an example of
operation directions according to a fourth modifica-
tion of the first embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 12] FIG. 12 is a view showing an example of
the option display region according to a fifth modifi-
cation of the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
[FIG. 13] FIG. 13 is a view showing an example of
the option display region according to a sixth modi-
fication of the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

Mode for Carrying out the Invention

(First Embodiment)

[0013] Hereinafter, an information processing device
according to a first embodiment of the present invention
will be described with reference to the drawings.
[0014] FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the structure
of the information processing device according to the first
embodiment of the present invention.
[0015] In FIG. 1, the information processing device 10
is provided with an operation portion 11 that accepts an
input operation from the user and an operation detector
12 that detects the input operation from the user accepted
by the operation portion 11. Moreover, the information
processing device 10 is provided with a data storage 13

that stores information on options (option data) for the
user to select from as a search criterion, a display con-
troller 14 that controls the information displayed on a dis-
play portion 15 in accordance with the user’s input oper-
ation detected by the operation detector 12, and the dis-
play portion 15 that displays information based on the
control by the display controller 14. The display portion
15 displays search criteria options for the user to select
from at the time of a search operation and a search result
matching the criterion of the selected option.
[0016] The operation portion 11 is formed of a touch
panel or the like disposed on the upper surface of the
display portion 15 described later in detail. The operation
portion 11 formed of a touch panel is for performing an
input operation (for accepting an input operation) by us-
ing the user’s finger or by the user using a stylus pen on
a screen display formed of characters, images, video, a
combination thereof or the like displayed on the display
portion 15. An example of a case where a touch panel is
used as the operation portion 11 will be described below.
[0017] The operation portion 11 may be formed of a
structure where, for example, a plurality of elements for
detecting the input operation are disposed on the display
portion 15 and a transparent screen is further overlaid
on the elements.
[0018] When a touch operation, for example, is per-
formed as an input operation on the operation portion 11,
the operation portion 11 detects the pressure applied to
the touch panel of the operation portion by the touch op-
eration, a change in capacitance and the like, generates
a signal indicating the detected position (coordinates),
and outputs it to the operation detector 12.
[0019] The operation detector 12 analyzes an input op-
eration of a touch operation such as a gesture performed
on the touch panel of the operation portion 11 or a key
operation, replaces it with an operation instruction (com-
mand) corresponding to the operation input, and outputs
it to the display controller 14.
[0020] The operation detector 12 analyzes the user’s
operation input, for example, based on the position where
the touch operation was performed on the operation por-
tion 11, the movement amount and the like, and outputs
an operation instruction such as a search or a selection
corresponding to the user operation. In this case, when
a slide operation (tracing operation) was performed on
the operation portion 11 by the user, the operation de-
tector 12 also detects the operation direction.
[0021] The data storage 13 is formed of a storage de-
vice such as a data readable and writable semiconductor
memory. The data storage 13 stores programs executed
by the display controller 14 and information of the items
of the options used for the programs and the number of
items, and stores information of the hierarchy of the op-
tions.
[0022] The display controller 14 is formed of a CPU, a
DSP, a RAM, a ROM and the like, and executes prede-
termined processing by the CPU or the DSP using a com-
puter program stored in the ROM with the RAM as the
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work area. The program stored in the RAM is a program
for causing the CPU to execute flow processing de-
scribed later in detail.
[0023] According to the instruction outputted from the
operation detector 12, the display controller 14 deter-
mines the information disposition and the display mode
based on the information of the option data (hierarchies,
the number of items, items, etc.) inputted from the data
storage 13, and displays a screen formed of characters,
images, video, a combination thereof and the like on the
display portion 15. Details of the operation of the display
controller 14 will be described later.
[0024] The display portion 15 is formed of a display
device such as an LCD, and displays a screen to be dis-
played, under the control of the display controller 14.
[0025] In the information processing device 10 of the
present embodiment structured as described above,
when predetermined information stored (accumulated)
in the data storage (database) 13 is searched for desired
information, a plurality of options (option group) are dis-
played on the display portion 15 with search criteria pre-
pared in the data storage 13 as options. When the user
selects a specific option to provide an instruction to select
a desired item and performs an input operation so as to
move it to a preset selection area, the operation detector
12 detects the input operation, arithmetic processing de-
scribed later is executed, and the search result is dis-
played.
[0026] Next, using FIGS. 2(a) to 2(c), the display region
will be described. The display region is a region where
information including options of the first search criterion
and options of the second search criterion is displayed
on the display portion 15.
[0027] FIGS. 2(a) to 2(c) are views showing an exam-
ple of the display region where options of the search cri-
teria are displayed in the first embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 2(a) is a view showing an example of the
disposition of option group areas and option areas in the
display region, FIG. 2(b) is a view showing an example
of the disposition of two different groups of option areas
in the display region, and FIG. 2(c) is a view showing an
example of the disposition of an selection area in the
display region.
[0028] The examples shown in FIGS. 2(a) to 2(c) rep-
resent a screen including the display region when the
user searches for a desired shop by using "district" indi-
cating a geographical area and "price" as search criteria.
An example of setting of the option group areas and the
option areas in the display region will be shown below.
[0029] As shown in FIG. 2(a), when there is more than
one option of the first search criterion, a region where
the options are continuously displayed, for example, on
a straight line or a curved line is set as a first option group
area 21. Likewise, a region where the options of the sec-
ond search criterion are continuously displayed, for ex-
ample, on a straight line or a curved line in a region dif-
ferent from the first option group area 21 is set as a sec-
ond option group area 22. In the illustrated example, the

first option group area 21 and the second option group
area 22 are each an arc-shaped representation.
[0030] As shown in FIG. 2(b), a plurality of options of
the first search criterion displayed in the first option group
area 21 are shown one in each of first option areas 311
to 314 as icons represented by, for example, pictures or
pictorial symbols. Moreover, a plurality of options of the
second search criterion displayed in the second option
group area 22 are displayed one in each of second option
areas 321 to 324 in a similar manner. In the illustrated
example, the first option areas 311 to 314 and the second
option areas 321 to 324 are each a representation of a
cylindrical perspective image.
[0031] A selection area 41 is a given partial region in
the display region that is preset as described below.
[0032] That is, when detecting that a given first option
area and a given second option area are included in the
selection area 41, the display controller 14 can shift to
the following two kinds of processing.
[0033] One of the two kinds of processing is search
processing for drawing a search result that satisfies the
criterion shown by the given first option and the criterion
shown by the given second option when it is detected
that the given first option area and the given second op-
tion area are included in the selection area 41 and a pre-
determined condition (passage of time, etc.) is satisfied,
and search result display processing.
[0034] The other one is processing for displaying, in
the first option group area, (for example, lower hierarchy)
options associated with the first option area displayed in
the selection area 41 according to the user’s operation.
[0035] In other words, the selection area 41 is an area
that is set as a region for detection of the first option and
the second option for causing the processing desired by
the user to be executed.
[0036] Here, as the condition where "the option areas
are included", it is desirable that the entire area of the
given first option area and/or the given second option
area is displayed in the selection area 41. However, ac-
cording to the size of the option areas and the disposition
of the option areas, the presence of given partial areas
of the option areas in the selection area 41 may be de-
tected to perform search processing. When the inclusion
of given partial areas of the option areas is used as the
selection area like this, for example, since the option ar-
eas can be set so as to be large, visibility is excellent for
the user, so that operability can be improved. Alterna-
tively, with respect to the disposition of a plurality of op-
tions, the degree of freedom of layout setting increases,
so that the design property improves.
[0037] For the region of the selection area, the size
thereof may be preset, or setting may be made so that
the user can change the size as appropriate. When set-
ting is made so that the user can change the size as
appropriate like this, if the search criterion assigned to
the options displayed in the second option group area is
continuous (for example, a search criterion for which con-
tinuous numerical values are used such as a fare or a
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distance), the search criteria shown by two or more given
second option areas can be used at a time, so that the
resolution of the search criteria can be made rough and
this can contribute to the enhancement of efficiency of
the search work for the user such as a rough grasp of
the search result.
[0038] An example of setting of the selection area in
the display region will be shown below.
[0039] As shown in FIG. 2(c), a region including only
the immediately preceding first option area 313 and the
immediately preceding second option area 323 is set as
the selection area 41 where options of the search criteria
desired by the user is displayed. A region including only
the first option areas 311 to 314 of a predetermined
number and the second option areas 321 to 324 of a
predetermined number may be set as the selection area
41 where options of the search criteria desired by the
user is displayed.
[0040] Further, using FIGS. 3(a) to 3(c), the options of
the search criteria desired by the user and the selection
area will be described in detail. FIGS. 3(a) to 3(c) are
views each showing an example of the selection area
where options of the search criteria are displayed in the
first embodiment of the present invention. In FIGS. 3(a)
to 3(c), the neighborhood of the selection area of the
display region is enlarged, and an example of a condition
where and the options desired by the user are disposed
is shown. FIG. 3(a) is a view showing a display example
where the display region of the first option area 313 or
the second option area 323 is displayed so as to be all
included in the selection area 41, FIG. 3(b) is a view show-
ing a display example where the display regions of the
first option areas 313 and 314 or the second option areas
323 and 324 are displayed so as to be partly included in
the selection area 41, and FIG. 3(c) is a view showing a
display example where no specific selection area 41 is
provided.
[0041] When the inclusion of the entire area of an op-
tion area is used as shown in FIG. 3(a), the option in the
first option area 313 or the second option area 323 the
display region of which is all displayed in the selection
area 41 is set as a user desired option 101. Moreover,
when the inclusion of a partial area of an option area is
used as shown in FIG. 3(b), the option in the first option
area 314 or the second option area 324 the display region
of which is partly included in the selection area 41 is set
as a user desired option 101. Further, when no specific
selection area 41 is provided as shown in FIG. 3(c), in
the first option area 313 and the second option area 323,
the region of overlap between these areas is regarded
as the selection area. In this case, when the displays of
the option of the first search criterion and the option of
the second search criterion overlap each other, a search
result that satisfies the criteria of the options displayed
so as to overlap each other is displayed on the display
portion 15 as the desired option 101 desired by the user.
[0042] In all the examples of FIGS. 3(a) to 3(c), in the
display regions of the first option areas 311 to 314 or the

second option areas 321 to 324, the display color of the
desired option 101 desired by the user may be made
different.
[0043] Using FIG. 4, operation regions and operation
directions will be described. FIG. 4 is a view showing an
example of the operation regions (operation areas) for
option groups where a plurality of options are displayed,
and the operation directions.
[0044] First, the operation regions will be described.
The operation regions are regions where it is detected
that the user has traced the operation portion 11 with a
finger (has performed a slide operation) when options of
the first search criterion and options of the second search
criterion are displayed on the display portion 15. A region
where options of the first search criterion displayed in the
first option group area 21 are operated is set as a first
operation area 61. A region where options of the second
search criterion displayed in the second option group ar-
ea 22 are operated is set as a second operation area 62.
The operation detector 12 detects a slide operation by
the user and the operation direction of the slide operation
in these first operation area 61 and second operation
area 62.
[0045] Next, the operation directions will be described.
In the first operation area 61, a direction substantially
along or substantially parallel to the row (disposition) of
a plurality of options of the first search criterion is set as
a first direction 51, and in the second operation area 62,
a direction substantially along or substantially parallel to
the row (disposition) of a plurality of options of the second
search criterion is set as a second direction 52. Moreover,
in the first operation area 61, a direction substantially
vertical to the first direction is set as a third direction 53.
[0046] While in FIG. 4, the third direction 53 is shown
as a direction approximately 90 degrees different from
the first direction 51, the present invention is not limited
thereto. The third direction 53 may be set to any direction
in which the operation is easily performed with the finger
performing the operation in the first direction as long as
the first direction 51 and the third direction 53 are not
misdetected and two operation directions can be detect-
ed separately according to the resolution of the device
used as the operation detector 12.
[0047] Further, the processing of the display screen
based on the operation direction in the operation region
will be described.
[0048] When the operation detector 12 detects that the
first operation area 61 has been operated in the first di-
rection 51 shown in FIG. 4, the display controller 14
moves the positions of the options of the first search cri-
terion according to the operation, and periodically dis-
plays other options in succession. Moreover, when the
operation detector 12 detects that the second operation
area 62 has been operated in the second direction 52
shown in FIG. 4, the display controller 14 moves the po-
sitions of the options of the second search criterion ac-
cording to the operation, and periodically displays other
options in succession. In the illustrated example, for both
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the first search criterion and the second search criterion,
options are displayed so as to be rotated in correspond-
ence with the arc-shaped operation group areas and op-
eration areas.
[0049] The user operates the first operation area 61 in
one direction of the first direction 51 shown in FIG. 4 and
when the beginning or the tail end of the option list is
displayed in the first option group area 21, the display
controller 14 may allow the option display to move to the
selection area 41 and disallow the option display to be
updated even if a further operation in the direction is de-
tected. Moreover, the user operates the second opera-
tion area 62 in one direction of the second direction 52
shown in FIG. 4 and when the beginning or the tail end
of the option list is displayed similarly in the second option
group area 22, the display controller 14 may allow the
option display to move to the selection area 41 and dis-
allow the option display to be updated even if a further
operation in the direction is detected.
[0050] At this time, according to the operation amount,
display is provided while the rotary scroll amounts of the
first option areas 311 to 314 are changed in correspond-
ence with the arc-shaped first option group area 21 and
first operation area 61. The first option areas may be
displayed so as to move one by one irrespective of the
operation amount. The same applies to the second option
group area 22.
[0051] Further, when the operation detector 12 detects
that the first operation area 61 has been operated in the
third direction 53 shown in FIG. 4, according to the op-
eration, the display controller 14 displays, in the first op-
tion group area 21, options of the upper hierarchy or lower
hierarchy of the option displayed in the first option area
313 that is present in the selection area 41.
[0052] Using FIGS. 5(a) to 5(c), the display of options
updated by an operation will be described. FIGS. 5(a) to
5(c) are views showing an example of the display of op-
tions of the search criteria in accordance with the oper-
ation condition. FIG. 5(a) is a view showing the condition
before an operation, FIG. 5(b) is a view showing the con-
dition where an operation is performed in an a direction
of the first direction, and FIG. 5(c) is a view showing the
condition where an operation is performed in an e direc-
tion of the third direction. Here, the option data having a
hierarchical structure will be described first by using
FIGS. 6(a) to 6(f).
[0053] FIGS. 6(a) to 6(f) are views showing an example
of the option data stored in the data storage 13 and man-
aged on a hierarchy-by-hierarchy basis. In the figure, as
the search criterion hierarchy in a facility search, items
such as "genre", "district", "price" and "time" are shown
in FIG. 6(a). As the option first hierarchy of the item "gen-
re", options such as "eat" and "traffic" are shown in FIG.
6(b). Moreover, as the option first hierarchy of the item
"district", options such as "Hokkaido", "Tohoku" and
"Kanto" are shown in FIG. 6(c). Moreover, as the option
first hierarchy of the item "price", options such as "less
than ¥1000", "not less than ¥1000 to less than ¥3000"

and "not less than ¥3000 to less than ¥5000" are shown
in FIG. 6(d). Further, as the option second hierarchy of
the option "eat", options such as "cafe", "Japanese food"
and "Western food" are shown in FIG. 6(e). Moreover,
as the option second hierarchy of the option "Kanto", op-
tions such as "Tokyo", "Kanagawa" and "Saitama" are
shown in FIG. 6(f).
[0054] While in FIG. 6(e), the above-mentioned op-
tions are shown as the option second hierarchy of the
option "eat" with kinds of foods as examples, it is neces-
sary only that it be information related to the option "eat";
for example, it may be "well-established restaurant", "for
party" and the like. Likewise, while in FIG. 6(c), the above-
mentioned options are shown as the option first hierarchy
of the option "district" with district names as examples, it
is necessary only that it be information related to the op-
tion "district"; for example, it may be "distance from the
present location" and the like. Next, the description of
FIGS. 5(a) to 5(c) will be resumed.
[0055] In FIG. 5(a), as the screen before an operation,
options "Hokkaido", "Tohoku", "Kanto" and "Chubu" of
the option first hierarchy of the item "district" are dis-
played in the display region of the first search criterion,
and options "-¥1000", "¥1000-¥3000", "¥3000-¥5000"
and "¥5000-" of the option first hierarchy of the item
"price" are displayed in the display region of the second
search criterion.
[0056] First, when the operation detector 12 detects
that the first option group area 21 has been operated in
the a direction 71 of the first direction 51 shown in FIG.
5(a), the display controller 14 reads the option data list
of the first hierarchy of the item "district" of the first search
criterion from the data storage 13, and updates the dis-
play in the first option group area 21 to "Tohoku", "Kanto",
"Chubu" and "Kinki" in the a direction 71 of the first di-
rection 51 as shown in FIG. 5(b). When it is detected that
the first option group area 21 has been operated in a
direction opposite to the a direction 71 of the first direction
51 shown in FIG. 5(a), the display in the first option group
area 21 is updated to "Okinawa", "Hokkaido", "Tohoku"
and "Kanto" in the direction opposite to the a direction
71 of the first direction 51. Likewise, in the display region
of the second search criterion, when the operation de-
tector 12 detects that the second option group area 22
has been operated in one direction of the second direc-
tion 52 (FIG. 4), the display controller 14 reads the option
data list of the first hierarchy of the item "price" of the
second search criterion from the data storage 13, and
updates the display in the second option group area 22.
[0057] Moreover, when the operation detector 12 de-
tects that the first option group area 21 has been operated
in an e direction 73 of the third direction 53 shown in FIG.
5(a), the display controller 14 reads, from the data stor-
age 13, the option data list of the lower hierarchy of the
option "Kanto" of the first search criterion displayed in
the option area of FIG. 5(a) before the operation, and
updates the display in the first option group area 21 to
"Tokyo", "Kanagawa", "Saitama" and "Chiba" as shown
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in FIG. 5(c). When it is detected that the first option group
area 21 has been operated in a direction opposite to the
e direction 73 of the third direction 53 shown in FIG. 5(a),
the display controller 14 reads, from the data storage 13,
the option data list of the upper hierarchy of the option
"Kanto" of the first search criterion displayed in the option
area of FIG. 5(a) before the operation, and updates the
display in the first option group area 21 to "genre", "dis-
trict", "price" and "time".
[0058] FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b) are views showing exam-
ples of the search result display. FIG. 7(a) is a view show-
ing an example in which search results 91 are displayed
as icons on a map, and FIG. 7(b) is a view showing an
example in which the search results 91 are displayed in
a list form.
[0059] When the user does not perform an operation
for a predetermined period of time while displaying op-
tions of the search criteria as shown in FIG. 2(c), the
display controller 14 determines that the option selection
operation has been completed, and displays the search
results corresponding to the criteria of the options.
[0060] In this case, when the operation detector 12
does not detect an operation for a predetermined period
of time, the display controller 14 displays, in a search
result display area 81 shown in FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b), the
search results 91 satisfying the criteria of the options of
the first option areas 313 of a predetermined number and
the second option areas 323 of a predetermined number
included in the selection area 41 shown in FIG. 2(c).
[0061] With respect to the information processing de-
vice 10 structured as described above, the processing
operation thereof will be described below.
[0062] FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing the operation pro-
cedure of the display controller 14 of the information
search of the information processing device 10 in the first
embodiment of the present invention. In the following de-
scription of the flowchart shown in FIG. 8, to explain a
concrete example, FIGS. 1 to 7 will be referred to when
needed.
[0063] First, the operation portion 11 of the information
processing device 10 is operated by the user, and the
operation detector 12 detects that the information search
processing has been called. The call for the information
search processing may be a depression of a hardkey
provided on the housing of the information processing
device 10 or a softkey provided on the display portion
15. Moreover, performing a predetermined gesture on
the display screen of the display portion 15 may be the
call for the information search function.
[0064] When it is detected that the search processing
was called, as shown in FIGS. 6(a) to 6(f), the display
controller 14 displays a predetermined number of options
so that the options of the first hierarchy of the first item
"district" of the search criterion outputted from the data
storage 13 are in the first option group area 21 and that
the options of the first hierarchy of the second item "price"
of the search criterion are in the second option group
area 22 (step S11). Here, the options of the first hierarchy

of the item "district" (district names shown in FIG. 6(c) as
examples) are disposed in the first option areas 311 to
314 in order and the options of the first hierarchy of the
item "price" (price categories shown in FIG. 6(d) as ex-
amples) are disposed in the second option areas 321 to
324 in order.
[0065] When no operation is performed by the user for
a predetermined period of time (step S12, Yes), the dis-
play controller 14 determines that the option selection
operation has been completed based on the undetection
of an operation for the predetermined period of time by
the operation detector 12. Then, the display controller 14
displays on the display portion 15 the search results sat-
isfying the criteria of a predetermined number of options
of the first search criterion and a predetermined number
of options of the second search criterion included in the
selection area 41 (step S13).
[0066] When an operation is performed by the user
(step S12, No), as the detection of the operation direction,
the operation detector 12 determines whether the oper-
ation direction is the first direction 51, the second direc-
tion 52 or the third direction 53 (step S14). When the
operation detector 12 detects the first direction (step S14,
first direction), the display controller 14 updates the dis-
play of options of the first search criterion according to
the operation amount (step S15). When the operation
detector 12 detects the second direction (step S14, sec-
ond direction), the display controller 14 updates the dis-
play of options of the second search criterion according
to the operation amount (step S16). When the operation
detector 12 detects the e direction 73 of the third direction
(step S17, e direction), the display controller 14 displays
in the first option group area 21 options of the lower hi-
erarchy of the options of the first search criterion that are
present in the neighborhood of the selection area 41 (step
S18). When the operation detector 12 detects a direction
opposite to the e direction 73 of the third direction (step
S17, opposite direction), the display controller 14 dis-
plays in the first option group area 21 the options of the
upper hierarchy of the options of the first search criterion
that are present in the neighborhood of the selection area
41 (step S19).
[0067] Lastly, when no operation is performed by the
user for the predetermined period of time (step S20, Yes),
the display controller 14 determines that the option se-
lection operation has been completed based on the un-
detection of an operation for the predetermined period
of time by the operation detector 12. Then, the display
controller 14 ends this display control, and displays the
search results satisfying the criteria of a plurality of
number of options of the first search criterion and a plu-
rality of options of the second search criterion included
in the selection area 41, in an area other than the oper-
ation region of the display portion 15 (step S13). The
operations of ending the option selection and ending the
search may be a depression of a hardkey provided on
the housing of the information processing device 10 or
may be a softkey provided on the display portion 15.
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Moreover, performing a predetermined gesture such as
a tap operation onto a predetermined area on the oper-
ation portion 11 may be the call for the processing of
ending the option selection and ending the information
search function.
[0068] As described above, according to the present
embodiment, by providing the operation detector 12 that
detects a slide operation in the first, second and third
directions in the operation area, the display controller 14
that changes the information that the own device displays
in the first and second option group areas 21 and 22
according to the result of the detection by the operation
detector 12 and the selection area 41 including a prede-
termined number of first and second option areas 311 to
314 and 321 to 324, a search operation using the hier-
archically structured first search criterion and the second
search criterion different from the search criterion can be
easily selected on one screen.

(Modifications)

[0069] FIG. 9 is a view showing an example of the dis-
play region of the information processing device 10 in a
first modification of the first embodiment of the present
invention.
[0070] In the modifications of the first embodiment,
structures similar to those of the first embodiment are
denoted by the same reference numerals and signs, and
detailed descriptions thereof are omitted.
[0071] In the first modification, the first option group
area 21 and the second option group area 22 have a
shape that is not arc-shaped, and are disposed on the
lower right and left sides of the present device. In the
illustrated example, the first option group area 21 and
the second option group area 22 are each a substantially
linear representation.
[0072] With this, a wide search result display area 81
can be obtained.
[0073] FIG. 10 is a view showing an example of the
arrangement structure of the information processing de-
vice 10 as a second modification. The second modifica-
tion is a structure example in which the information
processing device 10 is mounted on an onboard appa-
ratus.
[0074] In the second modification, the operation por-
tion 11 is not a touch panel, but a switch, a touch pad or
the like attached to the neighborhood of the steering of
a vehicle is used. Like an example thereof shown in FIG.
10, a steering device 104 is provided with operation touch
pads 102 and 103 as the operation portion 11, and a non-
illustrated operation detector 12 is provided in the neigh-
borhood of the operation touch pads 102 and 103. With
this, a selection operation of a search operation using a
hierarchically structured search criterion and a search
criterion different from the search criterion can be easily
performed on one screen without taking an unnatural
posture such as reaching out a hand from the driver’s
seat.

[0075] Moreover, the information processing device 10
of the present embodiment may be placed in a vehicle
by using a connection unit such as a cradle and be cou-
pled via a connector to an operation portion such as a
switch, a touch pad or the like attached to the neighbor-
hood of the steering of the vehicle to thereby enable op-
eration. With this, in walking, the information processing
device 10 detached from the vehicle can be operated
with a finger while being held with a hand, and when
mounted on the vehicle, the information processing de-
vice 10 can be operated with the operation portion in the
neighborhood of the steering that is at a distance there-
from.
[0076] As a third modification, the display region and
the operation region may be different regions. While in
the above-described first embodiment, the first option
group area 21 which is the display region of the first
search criterion and the first operation area 61 which is
the operation region of the first search criterion, or the
second option group area 22 which is the display region
of the second search criterion and the second operation
area 62 which is the operation region of the second
search criterion are each shown as coinciding regions,
the present invention is not limited thereto. By making
the display region and the operation region different re-
gions, operation can be performed without an option be-
ing hidden by the finger with which operation is per-
formed.
[0077] FIG. 11 is a view showing an example of the
operation directions as a fourth modification.
[0078] The fourth modification is an example in which
hierarchical options are also provided for the second
search criterion. In this case, as an operation direction
to switch the display of the hierarchical options of the
second search criterion, a fourth direction 54 different
from the second direction 52 is provided. While the fourth
direction 54 is shown as a direction approximately 90
degrees different from the second direction 52 in FIG.
11, the present invention is not limited thereto. The fourth
direction 54 is a direction where the detection of the sec-
ond direction 52 and the fourth direction 54 is not erro-
neously performed and in which the operation is easily
performed with the finger performing the operation in the
second direction 52 according to the resolution of the
device used as the operation detector 12.
[0079] With this, a search operation using data where
both the first search criterion and the second search cri-
terion have a hierarchical structure can be easily selected
on one screen.
[0080] FIG. 12 is a view showing an example of the
display region of the information processing device 10
as a fifth modification.
[0081] As shown in FIG. 12, the fifth modification is to
dispose the first option group area 21 and the second
option group area 22 substantially in parallel to each other
on either the right or the left side of the display screen of
the display portion 15.
[0082] With this, the operation in the first, second and
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third directions can be performed with one hand.
[0083] FIG. 13 is a view showing an example of the
display region of the information processing device 10
as a sixth modification. The sixth modification is an ex-
ample in which more than two search criteria are dis-
played as a plurality of search criteria.
[0084] FIG. 13 shows an example of a display region
where the first option group area 21, the second option
group area 22 and a third option group area 23 which are
three search criteria are displayed. Here, it is assumed
that as the first search criterion, for example, the second
hierarchy of "district" (prefecture names shown in FIG.
6(f) as examples) is used, as the second search criterion,
for example, the first hierarchy of "price" (price categories
shown in FIG. 6(d) as examples) is used and as the third
search criterion, for example, the second hierarchy of
"genre" (restaurant types shown in FIG. 6(e) as exam-
ples) is used.
[0085] When the option displays of the option "Saita-
ma" of the first search criterion and the option "¥3000-
¥5000" of the second search criterion, and the option
displays of the option "creative cuisine" of the third crite-
rion and the option "¥1000-¥3000" of the second search
criterion overlap as shown in FIG. 13, as the options de-
sired by the user, the search results satisfying the criteria
of the options displayed so as to overlap are displayed
on the display portion 15. In this case, as the results sat-
isfying the criteria, results which are the logical sum of
the results satisfying the criteria "Saitama" and "¥3000-
¥5000" and the results satisfying the criteria "creative
cuisine" and "¥1000-¥3000" are displayed. Alternatively,
results which are the logical product of the results satis-
fying the criteria "Saitama" and "¥3000-¥5000" and the
results satisfying the criteria "creative cuisine" and
"¥1000-¥3000" may be displayed. Alternatively, the
search results may be displayed by using either one of
the position overlapping with the option of the first search
criterion and the position overlapping with the option of
the third criterion as the option of the second search cri-
terion. How to select the results satisfying the search
criteria may be predetermined in the information process-
ing device 10, or may be set by the user.
[0086] With this, search results which are a combina-
tion of options of three or more search criteria can be
obtained, and how to combine these options can be se-
lected. Moreover, as the form of display of a plurality of
search criteria, not only a plurality of option groups of
items of different kinds are displayed simultaneously as
in the illustrated example but also option groups of dif-
ferent hierarchies of the same kind may be displayed
simultaneously.
[0087] In the present embodiment, the first option
group area 21 and the second option group area 22 may
be displayed in semi-transparent state. By doing this,
when the first option group area 21 and the second option
group area 22 overlap each other, the options in the over-
lapping area is easy to view.
[0088] While in showing the search results, the selec-

tion operation is ended and the search results are dis-
played when no operation is performed for a predeter-
mined period of time in the present embodiment, a hard-
key or a softkey to cause the results to be displayed may
be provided to execute processing.
[0089] Further, in the present embodiment, to switch
the items of the search criteria to different criteria,
processing may be executed by a depression of a hard-
key provided on the housing of the information process-
ing device 10 or a softkey provided on the display portion
15. Moreover, the items of the search criteria may be
switched to different criteria by performing a predeter-
mined gesture on the display screen of the display portion
15.
[0090] It is to be noted that various modifications and
applications of the present invention made by one of or-
dinary skill in the art based on the description of the spec-
ification and known technologies without departing from
the scope of the present invention are intended by the
present invention and included in the range of protection.
[0091] The present application is based upon Japa-
nese Patent Application (No. 2011-263959) filed on De-
cember 1, 2011.

Industrial Applicability

[0092] The information processing device of the
present invention is useful as an information processing
device with which a search operation using a hierarchi-
cally structured search criterion and a search criterion
different from the search criterion can be easily selected
on one screen.

Description of Reference Numerals and Signs

[0093]

10 Information processing device
11 Operation portion
12 Operation detector
13 Data storage
14 Display controller
15 Display portion
21 First option group area
22 Second option group area
23 Third option group area
311 to 314 First option area
321 to 324 Second option area
41 Selection area
51 First direction
52 Second direction
53 Third direction
54 Fourth direction
61 First operation area
62 Second operation area
71 a direction of the first direction 51
73 e direction of the third direction 53
81 Search result display area
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91 Search result
101 Desired option
102, 103 Touch pad
104 Steering device

Claims

1. An information processing device (10) comprising:

an operation detector (12) that detects a slide
operation in an operation area; and
a display controller (14) that changes informa-
tion that the information processing device (10)
displays in a display area according to a result
of the detection by the operation detector (12),
wherein the display area includes:

a first option group area (21) having a plu-
rality of first option areas;
a second option group area (22) having a
plurality of second option areas, each of the
plurality of second option areas is different
from each of the plurality of first option are-
as; and
a selection area (41) which is a region where
at least part of the first option group area
(21) overlaps with at least part of the second
option group area (22) such that the selec-
tion area (41) only includes a predetermined
number, which is one or more, of the first
option areas (313) and a predetermined
number, which is one or more, of the second
option areas (323),

wherein the predetermined number of the first
option areas (313) included in the selection area
(41) indicate a first search criterion, and the pre-
determined number of the second option areas
(323) included in the selection area (41) indicate
a second search criterion which is different from
the first search criterion;
wherein the display area further includes a
search result display area (81) which is a region
where search results (91) are displayed;
wherein the operation detector (12) detects, as
an operation direction of the slide operation, a
first direction (51) which is a direction in which
the first option group area (21) is operated, a
second direction (52) which is a direction in
which the second option group area (22) is op-
erated and which is different from the first direc-
tion (51), and a third direction (53) which is a
direction different from the first direction (51) and
in which the first option group area (21) is oper-
ated;
wherein when the operation detector (12) de-
tects that the slide operation is performed in the

third direction (53), the display controller (14)
displays, in the first option group area (21), a
plurality of third option areas indicating a third
search criterion, the third search criterion being
different from the second criterion and being an
upper hierarchy or a lower hierarchy of the first
search criterion included in the selection area
(41) before the slide operation is performed in
the third direction, and the display controller (14)
displays, in the search result display area (81),
the search results (91) retrieved based on the
third search criterion and the second search cri-
terion included in the selection area (41).

2. The information processing device according to
claim 1, wherein the first direction (51) is a direction
substantially along or substantially parallel to a di-
rection of disposition of the first option areas, and
the second direction (52) is a direction substantially
along or substantially parallel to a direction of dispo-
sition of the second option areas.

3. The information processing device according to
claim 1 or 2, wherein the first and second option
group areas (21, 22) are arc-shaped.

4. The information processing device according to any
one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the first and second
option areas (21, 22) are pillar-shaped.

Patentansprüche

1. Informationsverarbeitungsvorrichtung (10), die Fol-
gendes umfasst:

einen Bedienungsdetektor (12), der eine Schie-
bebedienung in einem Bedienungsbereich de-
tektiert; und
eine Anzeigesteuerung (14), die gemäß einem
Ergebnis der Detektion durch den Bedienungs-
detektor (12) Informationen, die von der Infor-
mationsverarbeitungsvorrichtung (10) in einem
Anzeigebereich angezeigt werden, ändert,
wobei der Anzeigebereich Folgendes beinhal-
tet:

einen ersten Optionsgruppenbereich (21)
mit einer Vielzahl von ersten Optionsberei-
chen;
einen zweiten Optionsgruppenbereich (22)
mit einer Vielzahl von zweiten Optionsbe-
reichen, wobei sich jeder der Vielzahl von
zweiten Optionsbereichen von jedem der
Vielzahl von ersten Optionsbereichen un-
terscheidet; und
einen Auswahlbereich (41), bei dem es sich
um eine Region handelt, in der mindestens
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ein Teil des ersten Optionsgruppenbe-
reichs (21) mindestens einen Teil des zwei-
ten Optionsgruppenbereichs (22) über-
lappt, derart, dass der Auswahlbereich (41)
nur eine vorbestimmte Anzahl, die eins oder
mehr ist, des ersten Optionsbereichs (313)
und eine vorbestimmte Anzahl, die eins
oder mehr ist, des zweiten Optionsbereichs
(323) beinhaltet,

wobei die vorbestimmte Anzahl der ersten Op-
tionsbereiche (313), die im Auswahlbereich (41)
beinhaltet sind, ein erstes Suchkriterium zeigen
und die vorbestimmte Anzahl der zweiten Opti-
onsbereiche (323), die im Auswahlbereich (41)
beinhaltet sind, ein zweites Suchkriterium, das
sich vom ersten Suchkriterium unterscheidet,
zeigen;
wobei der Anzeigebereich ferner einen Sucher-
gebnisanzeigebereich (81) beinhaltet, bei dem
es sich um eine Region handelt, in der Sucher-
gebnisse (91) angezeigt werden;
wobei der Bedienungsdetektor (12) eine erste
Richtung (51), bei der es sich um eine Richtung
handelt, in die der erste Optionsgruppenbereich
(21) bedient wird, eine zweite Richtung (52), bei
der es sich um eine Richtung handelt, in die der
zweite Optionsgruppenbereich (22) bedient
wird und die sich von der ersten Richtung (51)
unterscheidet, und eine dritte Richtung (53), bei
der es sich um eine Richtung handelt, die sich
von der ersten Richtung (51) unterscheidet und
in die der erste Optionsgruppenbereich (21) be-
dient wird, als eine Bedienrichtung der Schiebe-
bedienung detektiert;
wobei, wenn der Bedienungsdetektor (12) de-
tektiert, dass die Schiebebedienung in die dritte
Richtung (53) durchgeführt wird, die Anzeige-
steuerung (14) im ersten Optionsgruppenbe-
reich (21) eine Vielzahl von dritten Optionsbe-
reichen anzeigt, die ein drittes Suchkriterium
zeigen, wobei sich das dritte Suchkriterium vom
zweiten Suchkriterium unterscheidet und eine
obere Hierarchie oder eine untere Hierarchie
des ersten Suchkriteriums ist, das im Auswahl-
bereich (41) beinhaltet ist, bevor die Schiebe-
bedienung in die dritte Richtung durchgeführt
wird, und die Anzeigesteuerung (14) im Such-
ergebnisanzeigebereich (81) die Suchergebnis-
se (91) anzeigt, die auf Basis des dritten Such-
kriteriums und des zweiten Suchkriteriums, die
im Auswahlbereich (41) beinhaltet sind, abge-
rufen werden.

2. Informationsverarbeitungsvorrichtung nach An-
spruch 1, wobei die erste Richtung (51) eine Rich-
tung im Wesentlichen entlang einer Richtung der An-
ordnung der ersten Optionsbereiche oder im We-

sentlichen parallel zu derselben ist und die zweite
Richtung (52) eine Richtung im Wesentlichen ent-
lang einer Richtung der Anordnung der zweiten Op-
tionsbereiche oder im Wesentlichen parallel zu der-
selben ist.

3. Informationsverarbeitungsvorrichtung nach An-
spruch 1 oder 2, wobei die ersten und die zweiten
Optionsgruppenbereiche (21, 22) bogenförmig sind.

4. Informationsverarbeitungsvorrichtung nach einem
der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei die ersten und die zwei-
ten Optionsbereiche (21, 22) säulenförmig sind.

Revendications

1. Dispositif de traitement d’informations (10)
comprenant :

un détecteur d’opération (12) qui détecte une
opération de glissement dans une zone
d’opération ; et
un contrôleur d’affichage (14) qui modifie des
informations que le dispositif de traitement d’in-
formations (10) affiche dans une zone d’afficha-
ge en fonction d’un résultat de la détection par
le détecteur d’opération (12),
dans lequel la zone d’affichage inclut :

une première zone de groupe d’options (21)
ayant une pluralité de premières zones
d’options ;
une seconde zone de groupe d’options (22)
ayant une pluralité de deuxièmes zones
d’options, chacune de la pluralité de deuxiè-
mes zones d’options est différente de cha-
cune de la pluralité de premières zones
d’options ; et
une zone de sélection (41) qui est une ré-
gion où au moins une partie de la première
zone de groupe d’options (21) est superpo-
sée avec au moins une partie de la seconde
zone de groupe d’options (22) de sorte que
la zone de sélection (41) inclut uniquement
un nombre prédéterminé, qui est égal à un
ou plus, des premières zones d’options
(313) et un nombre prédéterminé, qui est
égal à un ou plus, des deuxièmes zones
d’options (323),

dans lequel le nombre prédéterminé des pre-
mières zones d’options (313) incluses dans la
zone de sélection (41) indique un premier critère
de recherche, et le nombre prédéterminé des
deuxièmes zones d’options (323) incluses dans
la zone de sélection (41) indique un deuxième
critère de recherche différent du premier critère
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de recherche ;
dans lequel la zone d’affichage inclut en outre
une zone d’affichage des résultats de recherche
(81) qui est une région où des résultats de re-
cherche (91) sont affichés ;
dans lequel le détecteur d’opération (12) détec-
te, en tant que direction d’opération de l’opéra-
tion de glissement, une première direction (51)
qui est une direction dans laquelle une opération
est réalisée sur la première zone de groupe
d’options (21), une deuxième direction (52) qui
est une direction dans laquelle une opération
est réalisée sur la seconde zone de groupe d’op-
tions (22) et qui est différente de la première
direction (51), et une troisième direction (53) qui
est une direction différente de la première direc-
tion (51) et dans laquelle une opération est réa-
lisée sur la première zone de groupe d’options
(21) ;
dans lequel lorsque le détecteur d’opération (12)
détecte que l’opération de glissement est réali-
sée dans la troisième direction (53), le contrôleur
d’affichage (14) affiche, dans la première zone
de groupe d’options (21), une pluralité de troi-
sièmes zones d’options indiquant un troisième
critère de recherche, le troisième critère de re-
cherche étant différent du deuxième critère et
étant une hiérarchie supérieure ou une hiérar-
chie inférieure du premier critère de recherche
inclus dans la zone de sélection (41) avant que
l’opération de glissement soit réalisée dans la
troisième direction, et le contrôleur d’affichage
(14) affiche, dans la zone d’affichage des résul-
tats de recherche (81), les résultats de recher-
che (91) récupérés sur la base du troisième cri-
tère de recherche et du deuxième critère de re-
cherche inclus dans la zone de sélection (41).

2. Dispositif de traitement d’informations selon la re-
vendication 1, dans lequel la première direction (51)
est une direction sensiblement le long ou sensible-
ment parallèle à une direction de disposition des pre-
mières zones d’options, et la deuxième direction (52)
est une direction sensiblement le long ou sensible-
ment parallèle à une direction de disposition des
deuxièmes zones d’options.

3. Dispositif de traitement d’informations selon la re-
vendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel les première et se-
conde zones de groupe d’options (21, 22) sont en
forme d’arc.

4. Dispositif de traitement d’informations selon l’une
quelconque des revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel
les première et seconde zones d’options (21, 22)
sont en forme de pilier.
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