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(54) MOBILE COMMUNICATION SYSTEM, BASE STATION, USER TERMINALS, AND PROCESSOR

(57) A mobile communication system according to
the present invention supports cellular communication in
which a data path passes through a core network and
D2D communication that is direct device-to-device com-
munication in which a data path does not pass through
the core network. The mobile communication system has
a user terminal that performs a process of discovering a
partner terminal in the D2D communication or performs
the D2D communication. A plurality of radio resources

that are the time-frequency resources that can be used
for the process of discovering or the D2D communication
consist of radio resources associated with transmission
power used for the process of discovering or the D2D
communication. The user terminal performs the process
of discovering or the D2D communication on the basis
of the transmission power associated with the radio re-
source used by the user terminal
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a mobile com-
munication system that supports D2D communication, a
base station, a user terminal, and a processor.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] In 3GPP (3rd Generation Partnership Project)
which is a project aiming to standardize a mobile com-
munication system, the introduction of Device to Device
(D2D) communication is discussed as a new function af-
ter Release 12 (see Non Patent Document 1).
[0003] In the D2D communication, a plurality of neigh-
boring user terminals (a user terminal group) perform di-
rect communication without passing through a core net-
work. That is, a data path of the D2D communication
does not pass through the core network. On the other
hand, a data path of normal communication (cellular com-
munication) of a mobile communication system passes
through the core network.
[0004] Further, in order to perform the D2D communi-
cation, a user terminal performs a process of discovering
a partner terminal in the D2D communication. The user
terminal transmits a discovery-use signal for discovering
the partner terminal (or for being discovered by the part-
ner terminal) so as to discover the partner terminal. The
user terminal having discovered the partner terminal
starts the D2D communication with the partner terminal.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENT

NON-PATENT DOCUMENT

[0005] [Non Patent Document 1] 3GPP technical re-
port "TR 22.803 V12.0.0" December 2012

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] Currently, there is no mechanism for appropri-
ately controlling transmission power used for the D2D
communication. Thus, when a user terminal freely sets
the transmission power, the user terminal that performs
the D2D communication may apply interference to an-
other user terminal existing in surroundings thereof or a
base station.
[0007] Further, also with respect to transmission power
in the process of discovering the partner terminal in the
D2D communication, as in the case of the transmission
power used for the D2D communication, there is no
mechanism for appropriately controlling the transmission
power used for the process of discovering. Therefore,
the user terminal that transmits the discovery-use signal
may apply interference.
[0008] Therefore, the present invention provides a mo-
bile communication system capable of appropriately con-

trolling transmission power used for a process of discov-
ering a partner terminal in D2D communication or for the
D2D communication, a base station thereof, a user ter-
minal thereof, and a processor thereof.
[0009] According to an embodiment, a mobile commu-
nication system supports cellular communication in
which a data path passes through a core network and
D2D communication that is direct device-to-device com-
munication in which a data path does not pass through
the core network. The mobile communication system
comprises: a user terminal that performs a process of
discovering a partner terminal in the D2D communication
or the D2D communication. A plurality of radio resources
that are the time-frequency resources that can be used
for the process of discovering or the D2D communication
consists of radio resources associated with transmission
power used for the process of discovering or the D2D
communication. The user terminal performs the process
of discovering or the D2D communication on the basis
of the transmission power associated with the radio re-
source used by the user terminal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010]

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a configuration diagram of an LTE
system.
[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is a block diagram of UE.
[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a block diagram of eNB.
[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 is a protocol stack diagram of a radio
interface in the LTE system.
[Fig. 5] Fig. 5 is a configuration diagram of a radio
frame used in the LTE system.
[Fig. 6] Fig. 6 is a diagram illustrating a data path in
cellular communication.
[Fig. 7] Fig. 7 is a diagram illustrating a data path in
D2D communication.
[Fig. 8] Fig. 8 is a diagram for explaining transmission
and reception of transmission power control infor-
mation.
[Fig. 9] Fig. 9 is a transmission power control table
showing association of a subcarrier used for the D2D
communication with transmission power used for the
D2D communication.
[Fig. 10] Fig. 10 is a sequence diagram showing an
operation example of a mobile communication sys-
tem according to a first embodiment.
[Fig. 11] Fig. 11 is a flowchart for explaining an ex-
ample of selecting a subcarrier according to the first
embodiment.
[Fig. 12] Fig. 12 is a diagram for explaining a case
where the subcarrier is changed.
[Fig. 13] Fig. 13 is a diagram for explaining a case
of shifting to communication that passes through
eNB 200.
[Fig. 14] Fig. 14 is a transmission power control table
showing association of a subcarrier used for the D2D
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communication with transmission power used for the
D2D communication according to the present mod-
ification of the first embodiment.
[Fig. 15] Fig. 15 is a flowchart for explaining an ex-
ample of selecting a subcarrier according to a mod-
ification of the first embodiment.
[Fig. 16] Fig. 16 is a transmission power control table
showing association of a subcarrier used for the D2D
communication with transmission power used for the
D2D communication according to a second embod-
iment.
[Fig. 17] Fig. 17 is a flowchart for explaining an ex-
ample of selecting a subcarrier according to the sec-
ond embodiment.
[Fig. 18] Fig. 18 is a diagram for explaining a distance
between a base station and a user terminal and mag-
nitude of transmission power according to the sec-
ond embodiment.
[Fig. 19] Fig. 19 is a diagram for explaining associ-
ation of a subcarrier used for the D2D communica-
tion with transmission power used for the D2D com-
munication according to a third embodiment.
[Fig. 20] Fig. 20 is a diagram for explaining a relation
between a subcarrier used for the D2D communica-
tion and an area of a cell.

MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[Overview of Embodiment]

[0011] A mobile communication system according to
an embodiment supports cellular communication in
which a data path passes through a core network and
D2D communication that is direct device-to-device com-
munication in which a data path does not pass through
the core network. The mobile communication system has
a user terminal that performs a process of discovering a
partner terminal in the D2D communication or performs
the D2D communication. A plurality of radio resources
that are the time-frequency resources that can be used
for the process of discovering or the D2D communication
consist of radio resources associated with transmission
power used for the process of discovering or the D2D
communication. The user terminal performs the process
of discovering or the D2D communication on the basis
of the transmission power associated with the radio re-
source used by the user terminal. As a result, the trans-
mission power used for process of discovering or D2D
communication is limited due to the radio resources used
by user terminal, thereby making it possible to appropri-
ately control the transmission power.
[0012] A mobile communication system according to
a first embodiment and a second embodiment has a base
station that control the cell in which the user terminal
exists. The base station transmits, to the user terminal,
transmission power control information indicating the plu-
rality of radio resources and the transmission power as-
sociated with each of the plurality of radio resources. The

user terminal selects the radio resource used for the proc-
ess of discovering or the D2D communication from the
plurality of radio resources on the basis of the transmis-
sion power control information. As a result, base station
can control transmission power selected by user terminal
on the basis of transmission power control information.
[0013] In the first embodiment and the second embod-
iment, the transmission power associated with each of
the plurality of radio resource indicates a range of the
transmission power. The user terminal, on the basis of
the transmission power control information, selects the
radio resource from the plurality of radio resources so
that the used transmission power to be used for process
of discovering or the D2D communication is within the
range of the transmission power. As a result, user termi-
nal can selects an appropriate radio resource on the basis
of transmission power used for process of discovering or
D2D communication.
[0014] In the first embodiment, the user terminal rese-
lects the radio resource when changing the used trans-
mission power. As a result, user terminal can perform
process of discovering or D2D communication with an
appropriate transmission power.
[0015] In the first embodiment, when the user terminal
determining that the used transmission power is larger
than any upper limit value of the transmission power as-
sociated with each of the plurality of radio resources on
the basis of the transmission power control information,
the user terminal transmits, to the base station, informa-
tion requesting that the cellular communication is per-
formed. As a result, when the transmission power of the
D2D communication is so large as to apply interference,
communication that passes through the base station is
performed, and thus, occurrence of interference can be
prevented.
[0016] In the second embodiment, the transmission
power control information further includes information in-
dicating a distance from the base station. The transmis-
sion power associated with each of the plurality of radio
sources is associated with the distance from the base
station so that the upper limit value of the transmission
power becomes larger according to the distance from the
base station. The user terminal selects the radio resource
from the plurality of radio resources on the basis of the
distance from the base station to the user terminal. As a
result, user terminal selects radio resource so that the
upper limit value of transmission power becomes larger
according to the distance from base station, and thus,
the user terminal can perform an appropriate process of
discovering or D2D communication by taking the influ-
ence of interference to base station into consideration.
[0017] In the second embodiment, the information in-
dicating the distance from the base station is information
indicating the pass loss between the base station and
the user terminal. As a result, user terminal can perform
an appropriate process of discovering or D2D communi-
cation even if the user terminal does not know the direct
distance between the user terminal and the base station.
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[0018] In the third embodiment, the plurality of radio
resources are the plurality of frequency bands divided in
the frequency direction. The plurality of frequency bands
are divided into high power frequency band associated
with a transmission power in which an upper limit value
of the transmission power is larger than a predetermined
value and low power frequency band associated with a
transmission power in which an upper limit value of the
transmission power is equal to or less than the predeter-
mined value. The low power frequency band is provided
adjacent to cellular frequency band used only for the cel-
lular communication. The high power frequency band is
provided distant from the cellular frequency band. As a
result, even in the case that D2D communication was
performed by radio resource that is adjacent to (near)
the frequency band used for cellular communication,
since the transmission power of the D2D communication
is small, it is possible to reduce the interference applied
to the user terminal which performing D2D communica-
tion with the radio resource in the frequency band used
only for cellular communication.
[0019] In other embodiment, the mobile communica-
tion system further comprising a base station that man-
ages the cell in which the user terminal exists and a neigh-
bor base station that manages a neighbor cell adjacent
to the cell. Out of the plurality of radio resources, the radio
resource that is available at the edge of the cell is different
from the radio resource that is available at the edge of
the neighbor cell. As a result, it is possible to prevent the
occurrence of interference between the terminal group
that performing D2D communication in cell and the ter-
minal group that performing D2D communication in the
neighbor cell.
[0020] A base station according to an embodiment is
a base station in a mobile communication system that
supports cellular communication in which a data path
passes through a core network and D2D communication
that is direct device-to-device communication in which a
data path does not pass through the core network. The
base station has a transmission unit configured to trans-
mit transmission power control information including in-
formation on a plurality of radio resources that are the
time-frequency resources that can be used for a process
of discovering a partner terminal in the D2D communi-
cation or for the D2D communication and the information
on transmission power associated with each of the plu-
rality of radio resources.
[0021] A user terminal according to an embodiment is
a user terminal in a mobile communication system that
supports cellular communication in which a data path
passes through a core network and D2D communication
that is direct device-to-device communication in which a
data path does not pass through the core network. The
user terminal has a control unit configured to perform a
process of discovering a partner terminal in the D2D com-
munication or to perform the D2D communication. A plu-
rality of radio resources that are the time-frequency re-
sources that can be used for the process of discovering

or the D2D communication consist of radio resources
associated with transmission power used for the process
of discovering or the D2D communication. The control
unit performs the process of discovering or the D2D com-
munication on the basis of transmission power associat-
ed with radio resource used by the user terminal.
[0022] A processor according to an embodiment is a
processor provided in a base station in a mobile commu-
nication system that supports cellular communication in
which a data path passes through a core network and
D2D communication that is direct device-to-device com-
munication in which a data path does not pass through
the core network. The processor executes a process of
transmitting, to a user terminal, transmission power con-
trol information including information on a plurality of ra-
dio resources that are the time-frequency resources that
can be used for a process of discovering a partner ter-
minal in the D2D communication or for the D2D commu-
nication and the information on transmission power as-
sociated with each of the plurality of radio resources.
[0023] A processor according to an embodiment is a
processor provided in a user terminal in a mobile com-
munication system that supports cellular communication
in which a data path passes through a core network and
D2D communication that is direct device-to-device com-
munication in which a data path does not pass through
the core network. The processor executes a process of
performing a process of discovering a partner terminal
in the D2D communication or performing the D2D com-
munication. A plurality of radio resources that are the
time-frequency resources that can be used for the proc-
ess of discovering or the D2D communication consist of
radio resources associated with transmission power
used for the process of discovering or the D2D commu-
nication. The processor executes a process of perform-
ing the process of discovering or the D2D communication
on the basis of transmission power associated with radio
resource used by the user terminal.
[0024] Hereinafter, with reference to the accompany-
ing drawings, the description will be provided for each
embodiment when D2D communication is introduced to
a cellular mobile communication system (hereinafter, an
"LTE system") configured according to the 3GPP stand-
ards.

[First Embodiment]

[0025] Hereinafter, the first embodiment will be de-
scribed.

(LTE system)

[0026] Fig. 1 is a configuration diagram of an LTE sys-
tem according to the present embodiment.
[0027] As illustrated in Fig. 1, the LTE system includes
a plurality of UEs (User Equipments) 100, E-UTRAN
(Evolved-Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network)
10, and EPC (Evolved Packet Core) 20. The E-UTRAN
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10 and the EPC 20 constitute a network.
[0028] The UE 100 is a mobile radio communication
device and performs radio communication with a cell (a
serving cell) with which a connection is established. The
UE 100 corresponds to the user terminal.
[0029] The E-UTRAN 10 includes a plurality of eNBs
200 (evolved Node-Bs). Each eNB 200 corresponds to
a base station. The eNB 200 manages a cell and per-
forms radio communication with the UE 100 that estab-
lishes a connection with the cell.
[0030] It is noted that the "cell" is used as a term indi-
cating a minimum unit of a radio communication area,
and is also used as a term indicating a function of per-
forming radio communication with the UE 100.
[0031] The eNB 200, for example, has a radio resource
management (RRM) function, a function of routing user
data, and a measurement control function for mobility
control and scheduling.
[0032] The EPC 20 includes MME (Mobility Manage-
ment Entity)/S-GWs (Serving-Gateways) 300, and OAM
400 (Operation and Maintenance). Further, the EPC 20
corresponds to a core network.
[0033] The MME is a network node that performs var-
ious mobility controls and the like, for the UE 100 and
corresponds to a controller. The S-GW is a network node
that performs control to transfer user data and corre-
sponds to a mobile switching center.
[0034] The eNBs 200 are connected mutually via an
X2 interface. Furthermore, the eNB 200 is connected to
the MME/S-GW 300 via an S1 interface.
[0035] The OAM 400 is a server device managed by
an operator and performs maintenance and monitoring
of the E-UTRAN 10.
[0036] Next, the configurations of the UE 100 and the
eNB 200 will be described.
[0037] Fig. 2 is a block diagram of the UE 100. As il-
lustrated in Fig. 2, the UE 100 includes an antenna 101,
a radio transceiver 110, a user interface 120, a GNSS
(Global Navigation Satellite System) receiver 130, a bat-
tery 140, a memory 150, and a processor 160. The mem-
ory 150 and the processor 160 constitute a control unit.
[0038] The UE 100 may not have the GNSS receiver
130. Furthermore, the memory 150 may be integrally
formed with the processor 160, and this set (that is, a
chip set) may be called a processor 160’.
[0039] The antenna 101 and the radio transceiver 110
are used to transmit and receive a radio signal. The an-
tenna 101 includes a plurality of antenna elements. The
radio transceiver 110 converts a baseband signal output
from the processor 160 into the radio signal, and trans-
mits the radio signal from the antenna 101. Furthermore,
the radio transceiver 110 converts the radio signal re-
ceived by the antenna 101 into the baseband signal, and
outputs the baseband signal to the processor 160.
[0040] The user interface 120 is an interface with a
user carrying the UE 100, and includes, for example, a
display, a microphone, a speaker, various buttons and
the like. The user interface 120 receives an operation

from a user and outputs a signal indicating the content
of the operation to the processor 160.
[0041] The GNSS receiver 130 receives a GNSS sig-
nal in order to obtain location information indicating a
geographical location of the UE 100, and outputs the re-
ceived signal to the processor 160.
[0042] The battery 140 accumulates a power to be sup-
plied to each block of the UE 100.
[0043] The memory 150 stores a program to be exe-
cuted by the processor 160 and information to be used
for a process by the processor 160.
[0044] The processor 160 includes a baseband proc-
essor that performs modulation and demodulation, en-
coding and decoding and the like on the baseband signal,
and a CPU (Central Processing Unit) that performs var-
ious processes by executing the program stored in the
memory 150. The processor 160 may further include a
codec that performs encoding and decoding on sound
and video signals. The processor 160 executes various
processes and various communication protocols de-
scribed later.
[0045] Fig. 3 is a block diagram of the eNB 200. As
illustrated in Fig. 3, the eNB 200 includes an antenna
201, a radio transceiver 210, a network interface 220, a
memory 230, and a processor 240. The memory 230 and
the processor 240 constitute a control unit. In addition,
the memory 230 is integrated with the processor 240,
and this set (that is, a chipset) may be called a processor
240’.
[0046] The antenna 201 and the radio transceiver 210
are used to transmit and receive a radio signal. The an-
tenna 201 includes a plurality of antenna elements. The
radio transceiver 210 converts the baseband signal out-
put from the processor 240 into the radio signal, and
transmits the radio signal from the antenna 201. Further-
more, the radio transceiver 210 converts the radio signal
received by the antenna 201 into the baseband signal,
and outputs the baseband signal to the processor 240.
[0047] The network interface 220 is connected to the
neighboring eNB 200 via the X2 interface and is connect-
ed to the MME/S-GW 300 via the S1 interface. The net-
work interface 220 is used in communication performed
on the X2 interface and communication performed on the
S1 interface.
[0048] The memory 230 stores a program to be exe-
cuted by the processor 240 and information to be used
for a process by the processor 240.
[0049] The processor 240 includes the baseband proc-
essor that performs modulation and demodulation, en-
coding and decoding and the like on the baseband signal
and a CPU that performs various processes by executing
the program stored in the memory 230. The processor
240 executes various processes and various communi-
cation protocols described later.
[0050] Fig. 4 is a protocol stack diagram of a radio in-
terface in the LTE system.
[0051] As illustrated in Fig. 4, the radio interface pro-
tocol is classified into a layer 1 to a layer 3 of an OSI
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reference model, wherein the layer 1 is a physical (PHY)
layer. The layer 2 includes a MAC (Media Access Control)
layer, an RLC (Radio Link Control) layer, and a PDCP
(Packet Data Convergence Protocol) layer. The layer 3
includes an RRC (Radio Resource Control) layer.
[0052] The PHY layer performs encoding and decod-
ing, modulation and demodulation, antenna mapping and
demapping, and resource mapping and demapping. The
PHY layer provides a transmission service to an upper
layer by using a physical channel. Between the PHY layer
of the UE 100 and the PHY layer of the eNB 200, data
is transmitted through the physical channel.
[0053] The MAC layer performs priority control of data,
and a retransmission process and the like by hybrid ARQ
(HARQ). Between the MAC layer of the UE 100 and the
MAC layer of the eNB 200, data is transmitted via a trans-
port channel. The MAC layer of the eNB 200 includes a
transport format of an uplink and a downlink (a transport
block size, a modulation and coding scheme and the like)
and a MAC scheduler to decide a resource block to be
assigned.
[0054] The RLC layer transmits data to an RLC layer
of a reception side by using the functions of the MAC
layer and the PHY layer. Between the RLC layer of the
UE 100 and the RLC layer of the eNB 200, data is trans-
mitted via a logical channel.
[0055] The PDCP layer performs header compression
and decompression, and encryption and decryption.
[0056] The RRC layer is defined only in a control plane.
Between the RRC layer of the UE 100 and the RRC layer
of the eNB 200, a control signal (an RRC message) for
various types of setting is transmitted. The RRC layer
controls the logical channel, the transport channel, and
the physical channel in response to establishment, re-
establishment, and release of a radio bearer. When an
RRC connection is established between the RRC of the
UE 100 and the RRC of the eNB 200, the UE 100 is in a
connected state, and when the RRC connection is not
established, the UE 100 is in an idle state.
[0057] A NAS (Non-Access Stratum) layer positioned
above the RRC layer performs session management and
mobility management, for example.
[0058] Fig. 5 is a configuration diagram of a radio frame
used in the LTE system. In the LTE system, OFDMA
(Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing Access) is
employed in a downlink, and SC-FDMA (Single Carrier
Frequency Division Multiple Access) is employed in an
uplink, respectively.
[0059] As illustrated in Fig. 5, the radio frame is con-
figured by 10 subframes arranged in a time direction,
wherein each subframe is configured by two slots ar-
ranged in the time direction. Each subframe has a length
of 1 ms and each slot has a length of 0.5 ms. Each sub-
frame includes a plurality of resource blocks (RBs) in a
frequency direction, and a plurality of symbols in the time
direction. Each symbol is provided at a head thereof with
a guard interval called a cyclic prefix (CP). The resource
block includes a plurality of subcarriers in the frequency

direction. A radio resource unit configured by one sub-
carrier and one symbol is called a resource element (RE).
[0060] Among radio resources assigned to the UE 100,
a frequency resource can be designated by a resource
block and a time resource can be designated by a sub-
frame (or slot).
[0061] In the downlink, an interval of several symbols
at the head of each subframe is a control region mainly
used as a physical downlink control channel (PDCCH).
Furthermore, the remaining interval of each subframe is
a region that can be mainly used as a physical downlink
shared channel (PDSCH). Moreover, in each subframe,
cell-specific reference signals (CRSs) are distributed and
arranged.
[0062] In the uplink, both ends in the frequency direc-
tion of each subframe are control regions mainly used
as a physical uplink control channel (PUCCH). Further-
more, the center portion in the frequency direction of each
subframe is a region that can be mainly used as a physical
uplink shared channel (PUSCH). Moreover, in each sub-
frame, a demodulation reference signal (DMRS) and a
sounding reference signal (SRS) are arranged.

(D2D communication)

[0063] Next, description will be provided by comparing
the D2D communication with the normal communication
(the cellular communication) in the LTE system.
[0064] Fig. 6 is a diagram illustrating a data path in the
cellular communication. In this case, Fig. 6 illustrates the
case in which the cellular communication is performed
between UE 100-1 that establishes a connection with
eNB 200-1 and UE 100-2 that establishes a connection
with eNB 200-2. It is noted that the data path indicates a
transfer path of user data (a user plane).
[0065] As illustrated in Fig. 6, the data path of the cel-
lular communication passes through the core network.
Specifically, the data path is set to pass through the eNB
200-1, the S-GW 300, and the eNB 200-2.
[0066] Fig. 7 is a diagram illustrating a data path in the
D2D communication. In this case, Fig. 7 illustrates the
case in which the D2D communication is performed be-
tween the UE 100-1 that establishes a connection with
the eNB 200-1 and the UE 100-2 that establishes a con-
nection with the eNB 200-2.
[0067] As illustrated in Fig. 7, the data path of the D2D
communication does not pass through the core network.
That is, direct radio communication is performed between
the UEs. As described above, when the UE 100-2 exists
in the vicinity of the UE 100-1, the D2D communication
is performed between the UE 100-1 and the UE 100-2,
thereby obtaining an effect that a traffic load of the net-
work and a battery consumption amount of the UE 100
are reduced, for example. In addition, in a mode called
Locally Routed (locally routed mode), a data path passes
through the eNB 200 without passing through the S-GW
300.
[0068] It is noted that cases in which the D2D commu-
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nication is started include (a) a case in which the D2D
communication is started after a partner terminal (prox-
imal terminal) is discovered by performing an operation
for discovering a partner terminal, and (b) a case in which
the D2D communication is started without performing an
operation for discovering a partner terminal.
[0069] For example, in the above-described case (a),
one UE 100 of the UE 100-1 and the UE 100-2 discovers
the other UE 100 existing in the vicinity of the one UE
100, so that the D2D communication is started.
[0070] In such a case, in order to discover the partner
terminal, the UE 100 has a (Discover) function of discov-
ering another UE 100 (proximal terminal) existing in the
vicinity of the UE 100, and/or a (Discoverable) function
of being discovered by another UE 100.
[0071] Specifically, the UE100-1 transmits a discovery
signal (Discovery signal/Discoverable signal) indicates a
signal for discovering the partner terminal (proximal ter-
minal) or a signal that is used to be discovered from the
partner terminal (proximal terminal). The UE 100-2 which
received the discovery signal discovers the UE 100-1.
When the UE 100-2 transmits a response to the discovery
signal, the UE 100-1 that has transmitted the discovery
signal discovers the UE 100-2, which is the partner ter-
minal.
[0072] It is noted that the UE 100 need not necessarily
perform the D2D communication even upon discovering
a partner terminal. For example, after mutually discover-
ing each other, the UE 100-1 and the UE 100-2 may
perform a negotiation, and determine whether or not to
perform the D2D communication. When each of the UE
100-1 and the UE 100-2 agrees to perform the D2D com-
munication, the D2D communication starts. Additionally,
the UE 100-1 may report the discovery of the proximal
UE 100 (that is, the UE 100-2) to an upper layer (e.g.
application, etc.), if the UE 100-1 did not perform the D2D
communication after discovering the partner terminal.
For example, the application executes the process (e.g.
process of plotting the location of the UE 100-2 to the
map information) based on the report.
[0073] Furthermore, the UE 100 may report the eNB
200 that the partner terminal has been discovered and
may receive an instruction from the eNB 200 indicate the
commutation with the partner terminal is performed in
cellular communication or in the D2D communication.
[0074] On the other hand, in the above-described case
(b), for example, the UE 100-1 starts the transmission
(such as a notification through broadcasting) of a signal
for the D2D communication without specifying a partner
terminal. Thus, the UE 100 is capable of starting the D2D
communication regardless of the existence of the discov-
ery of a partner terminal. It is noted that the UE 100-2
that is performing the standby operation for the signal for
the D2D communication performs synchronization
or/and demodulation on the basis of the signal from the
UE 100-1.

(Transmission power control information)

[0075] Next, transmission power control information
according to the present embodiment will be described
by using Fig. 8 and Fig. 9.
[0076] Fig. 8 is a diagram for explaining transmission
and reception of transmission power control information
according to the first embodiment. Fig. 9 is a transmission
power control table showing association of a subcarrier
used for the D2D communication with transmission pow-
er used for the D2D communication.
[0077] The plurality of radio resources which are the
time-frequency resources that can be used for the dis-
covery process or the D2D communication consist of the
radio resources associated with the transmission power
used for the discovery process or the D2D communica-
tion. The transmission power control information is infor-
mation indicating the plurality of radio resources and the
transmission power associated with each of the plurality
of radio resources, and specifically, is as described in
the transmission power control table shown in Fig. 9.
[0078] As shown in Fig. 8, the eNB 200 transmits, to
the UE 100-1 and the UE 100-2, a transmission power
control message including the transmission power con-
trol information. The UE 100-1 and the UE 100-2 receive
the transmission power control message. Each of the UE
100-1 and the UE 100-2 performs the discovery process
on the basis of the transmission power associated with
the radio resource used for the discovery process. Fur-
ther, each of the UE 100-1 and the UE 100-2 performs
the D2D communication on the basis of the transmission
power associated with the radio resource used for the
D2D communication.
[0079] In the present embodiment, a frequency band
used for the D2D communication is divided into a plurality
of subcarriers (plurality of radio resource). Each of the
plurality of subcarriers used for the D2D communication
is associated with the transmission power used for the
discovery process or the D2D communication.
[0080] Specifically , as shown in Fig. 8 and Fig. 9, each
of the plurality of subcarriers (f0, f1, ...fn) is associated
with a maximum value (TxPwrMax0, TxPwrMax1, ..., Tx-
PwrMaxn) of the transmission power used for the D2D
communication, an upper limit value (TxPwrUpThresh0,
TxPwrUpThresh1, ..., TxPwrUpThreshn) of the trans-
mission power used for the D2D communication, a lower
limit value (TxPwrDnThresh0, TxPwrDnThresh1, ..., Tx-
PwrDnThreshn) of the transmission power used for the
D2D communication, a subcarrier (fup0, fup1, ..., fupn)
of a change destination when the transmission power is
equal to or larger than the upper limit value, and a sub-
carrier (fdown0, fdown1, ..., fdownn) of a change desti-
nation when the transmission power is equal to or less
than the lower limit value. It is noted that the upper limit
value of the transmission power may be equal to the max-
imum value of the transmission power or larger than the
maximum value of the transmission power.
[0081] Each of the plurality of subcarriers is associated
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with each of different upper limit values of the transmis-
sion power. Accordingly, for example, the upper limit val-
ue TxPwrUpThresh0 of the transmission power associ-
ated with the subcarrier f0 is smaller than the upper limit
value TxPwrUpThresh1 of the transmission power asso-
ciated with the subcarrier f1.
[0082] Further, each of the plurality of subcarriers is
also associated with each of different lower limit values
of the transmission power. Accordingly, for example, the
lower limit value TxPwrDnThresh0 of the transmission
power associated with the subcarrier f0 is smaller than
the upper limit value TxPwrDnThresh1 of the transmis-
sion power associated with the subcarrier f1.
[0083] Each of the plurality of subcarriers is associated
with the upper limit value and the lower limit value of the
transmission power, and thus, each of the plurality of
subcarriers is associated with the range of the transmis-
sion power.
[0084] As shown in Fig. 8, the eNB 200 transmits, to
the UE 100-1 and the UE 100-2, the plurality of subcar-
riers (f) and information (TxPwrMax, TxPwrUpThresh,
TxPwrDnThresh, fup, and fdown) associated with each
of the plurality of subcarriers as shown in Fig. 9 as a
transmission power control message of the D2D com-
munication. The eNB 200 may transmit the transmission
power control message of the D2D communication in a
unicast manner by D2DPowerControl, or may transmit
the transmission power control message in a broadcast
manner by a master information block (MIB) or a system
information block (SIB).

(Operation of mobile communication system according 
to first embodiment)

[0085] Next, by using Fig. 10 to Fig. 13, an operation
of a mobile communication system according to the first
embodiment will be described.
[0086] Fig. 10 is a sequence diagram showing an op-
eration example of the mobile communication system ac-
cording to the first embodiment. Fig. 11 is a flowchart for
explaining an example of selecting a subcarrier accord-
ing to the first embodiment. Fig. 12 is a diagram for ex-
plaining a case where the subcarrier is changed. Fig. 13
is a diagram for explaining a case of shifting to commu-
nication that passes through the eNB 200.
[0087] As shown in Fig. 10, in step 101, the UE 100-1
decides transmission power used for the D2D commu-
nication and selects a subcarrier.
[0088] Before starting the D2D communication, the UE
100-1 decides the transmission power used for the D2D
communication. For example, the UE 100-1 decides the
transmission power on the basis of a previously set de-
fined value. Alternatively, the UE 100-1 decides used
transmission power after change when determining to
change the used transmission power to be used for the
D2D communication with the UE 100-2.
[0089] A case where the UE 100-1 which performed
the D2D communication with the UE 100-2 using the sub-

carrier f1 changes the subcarrier will be described as an
example, below.
[0090] The UE 100-1 reselects a subcarrier. Specifi-
cally, the UE 100-1 selects a subcarrier used for the D2D
communication from the plurality of subcarriers on the
basis of the transmission power control information re-
ceived from the eNB 200. By using Fig. 11, selection of
a subcarrier will be described.
[0091] As shown in Fig. 11, in step 201, the UE 100-1
determines whether or not the used transmission power
(TxPwr) is equal to or larger than the upper limit value
(TxPwrUpThresh(fi)) associated with the subcarrier (fi).
The UE 100-1 performs a process in step 202 when the
used transmission power is equal to or larger than the
upper limit value. On the other hand, the UE 100-1 per-
forms a process in step 205 when the used transmission
power is less than the upper limit value.
[0092] In step 202, the UE 100-1 determines whether
or not a subcarrier (fup (fi)) of a change destination exists.
The UE 100-1 performs a process in step 203 when the
subcarrier (fup(fi)) of the change destination exists. On
the other hand, the UE 100-1 performs a process in step
204 when the subcarrier (fup (fi)) of the change destina-
tion does not exist, that is, when the used transmission
power is larger than any upper limit value associated with
the subcarrier (fup(fi)) of the change destination.
[0093] In step 203, the UE 100-1 selects the subcarrier
(fup (fi)) of the change destination, and performs a proc-
ess in step 201 again.
[0094] In step 204, the UE 100-1 decides to perform
communication that passes through the eNB 200.
[0095] In step 205, the UE 100-1 determines whether
or not the used transmission power (TxPwr) is equal to
or less than the lower limit value (TxPwrDnThresh(fi)).
When the used transmission power is equal to or less
than the lower limit value, the UE 100-1 performs a proc-
ess in step 206. On the other hand, when the used trans-
mission power is larger than the lower limit value, the UE
100-1 performs a process in step 208.
[0096] In step 206, the UE 100-1 determines whether
or not a subcarrier (fdown(fi)) of a change destination
exists. The UE 100-1 performs a process in step 207
when the subcarrier (fdown(fi)) of the change destination
exists. On the other hand, when the subcarrier (fdown(fi))
of the change destination does not exist, the UE 100-1
performs a process in step 208.
[0097] In step 207, the UE 100-1 selects the subcarrier
(fdown(fi)) of the change destination, and performs a
process in step 201 again.
[0098] In step 208, the UE 100-1 selects the subcarrier
(fi) as a subcarrier used for the D2D communication.
[0099] According to steps described above, a subcar-
rier in which used transmission power is included in a
predetermined range of transmission power is selected.
That is, the UE 100-1 selects a subcarrier from the plu-
rality of subcarriers so that the used transmission power
is within a range of the transmission power associated
with the selected subcarrier.
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[0100] When returning to Fig. 10, for example, the se-
lected subcarrier is the same as a subcarrier that is being
used (that is, the selected subcarrier is the subcarrier f1),
the UE 100-1 performs the D2D communication as is.
Accordingly, the UE 100-1 and the UE 100-2 perform the
D2D communication by using the subcarrier that is being
used so that the used transmission power does not ex-
ceed the maximum value of the transmission power as-
sociated with the subcarrier that is being used.
[0101] Further, in the present embodiment, the sub-
carrier is associated with the upper limit value and the
lower limit value. Accordingly, the UE 100-1 and the UE
100-2 perform the D2D communication in a range of the
transmission power associated with the f1 (a range not
exceeding the upper limit value or the lower limit value).
[0102] On the other hand, when the selected subcarrier
is different from the subcarrier that is being used, the UE
100-1 performs a process in step 102. It is noted that, in
the present embodiment, description will be provided on
the assumption that a subcarrier f2 is selected.
[0103] As shown in Fig. 10 and Fig. 12, in step 102,
the UE 100-1 requests the UE 100-2 to change the sub-
carrier. The UE 100-2 receives the request to change the
subcarrier.
[0104] The request to change the subcarrier includes
information indicating an identifier indicating the UE
100-2, an application identifier indicating an application
used in the D2D communication, and the selected sub-
carrier f2.
[0105] In step 103, the UE 100-2 sends a response of
the subcarrier change to the UE 100-1. The UE 100-1
receives the response of the subcarrier change.
[0106] The response of the subcarrier change includes
information indicating the identifier indicating the UE
100-2, the application identifier indicating an application
used in the D2D communication, and the selected sub-
carrier f2.
[0107] In step 104, each of the UE 100-1 and the UE
100-2 changes the subcarrier to the subcarrier f2. Then,
the D2D communication is performed with the used trans-
mission power by using the subcarrier f2. Accordingly,
the UE 100-1 and the UE 100-2 perform the D2D com-
munication by using the subcarrier f2 so that the used
transmission power does not exceed the maximum value
of the transmission power associated with the subcarrier
f2.
[0108] Next, description will be provided by using Fig.
10 and Fig. 13 for a case where the UE 100-1 decides
to perform communication that passes through the eNB
200.
[0109] In step 105, the UE 100-1 transmits, to the UE
100-2 and the eNB 200, a request for the communication
that passes through the eNB 200. The UE 100-2 and the
eNB 200 receive the request for the communication that
passes through the eNB 200.
[0110] The request for the communication that passes
through the eNB 200 includes information indicating the
identifier indicating the UE 100-2 and the application

identifier indicating an application used in the D2D com-
munication. It is noted that the request for the communi-
cation that passes through the eNB 200 includes infor-
mation indicating the identifier indicating the UE 100-1.
[0111] In step 106, the eNB 200 transmits, to the net-
work 300, the request for the communication that passes
through the eNB 200. The network 300 receives the re-
quest for the communication that passes through the eNB
200. The network 300 is, for example, a core network of,
such as an upper station (e.g. MME) of the eNB 200.
[0112] The request for the communication that passes
through the eNB 200 transmitted by the eNB 200 includes
information indicating the identifier indicating the UE
100-1, the identifier indicating the UE 100-2, and the ap-
plication identifier.
[0113] In step 107, the network 300 updates states of
the UE 100-1 and the UE 100-2. That is, the network 300
performs a process for the UE 100-1 and the UE 100-2
to perform the communication that passes through the
eNB 200.
[0114] In step 108, the network 300 applies an instruc-
tion of the communication that passes through the eNB
200 to each of the UE 100-1 and the UE 100-2 via the
eNB200. Each of the UE 100-1 and the UE 100-2 re-
ceives the instruction of the communication that passes
through the eNB 200.
[0115] The instruction of the communication that pass-
es through the eNB 200 includes information indicating
the identifier indicating the UE 100-1, the identifier indi-
cating the UE 100-2, and the application identifier.
[0116] After that, the UE 100-1 and the UE 100-2 per-
form the communication that passes through the eNB
200.

(Modification of first embodiment)

[0117] Next, by using Fig. 14 and Fig. 15, a modification
of the first embodiment will be explained. It is noted that
description will be provided while focusing a portion dif-
ferent from the above-described embodiment, and de-
scription of a similar portion will be omitted, where nec-
essary.
[0118] The modification is different from the above-de-
scribed first embodiment in terms of the transmission
power control information and a way of selecting a sub-
carrier.

(Transmission power control information)

[0119] Fig. 14 is a transmission power control table
showing association of a subcarrier used for the D2D
communication with transmission power used for the
D2D communication according to the present modifica-
tion.
[0120] As shown in Fig. 14, in the present modification,
each of subcarriers (f0, f1, ..., fn) used for the D2D com-
munication is associated with a maximum value
(TxPwrMax0, TxPwrMax1, ..., TxPwrMaxn) of the trans-
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mission power used for the D2D communication, and a
minimum value (TxPwrMin0, TxPwrmin1, ..., TxP-
wrminn) of the transmission power used for the D2D com-
munication.
[0121] In the present modification, the eNB 200 trans-
mits, to the UE 100-1 and the UE 100-2, a plurality of
subcarriers (f) and information (TxPwrMax and TxP-
wrMin) associated with each of the plurality of subcarriers
as shown in Fig. 14 as a transmission power control mes-
sage of the D2D communication. It is noted that an
amount of information of the transmission power control
message transmitted by the eNB 200 is reduced com-
pared to that of the above-described embodiment.

(Operation of mobile communication system according 
to modification of first embodiment)

[0122] Next, by using Fig. 15, an operation of a mobile
communication system according to the modification of
the first embodiment will be described. Other than decid-
ing the transmission power used for the D2D communi-
cation and selecting a subcarrier in step 101 of the first
embodiment, the operation is the same as that of the first
embodiment, therefore, description of the same opera-
tion will be omitted.
[0123] Fig. 15 is a flowchart for explaining an example
of selecting a subcarrier according to the modification of
the first embodiment.
[0124] First, when determining to change the transmis-
sion power used for the D2D communication, the UE
100-1 decides used transmission power that is actually
used for the D2D communication.
[0125] As shown in Fig. 15, in step 301, the UE 100-1
regards a subcarrier fenb used for communication that
passes through the eNB 200 as a selected subcarrier
fselect (a subcarrier candidate).
[0126] In step 302, the UE 100-1 selects the subcarrier
fi for the D2D communication on the basis of the trans-
mission power control information. Specifically, the UE
100-1 selects the subcarrier fi from the plurality of sub-
carriers (f0 to fn) indicated by the transmission power
control information.
[0127] In step 303, the UE 100-1 determines whether
the used transmission power (TxPwr) is equal to or larger
than a lower limit value (TxPwrMin(fi)) associated with
the selected subcarrier fi and smaller than an upper limit
value (TxPwrMax(fi)) associated with the selected sub-
carrier fi. When the used transmission power is equal to
or larger than the lower limit value and smaller than the
upper limit value, the UE 100-1 performs a process in
step 304. On the other hand, when the used transmission
power is smaller than the lower limit value or the used
transmission power is equal to or larger than the upper
limit value, the UE 100-1 performs a process in step 302.
Specifically, the UE 100-1 selects another subcarrier dif-
ferent from the already selected subcarrier, then per-
forms the process in step 303. The UE 100-1 repeats the
process in step S302 until each of the plurality of subcar-

riers is all selected.
[0128] In step 304, the UE 100-1 regards the subcarrier
fi as a selected subcarrier fselect (a subcarrier candi-
date), and performs the process in step 302. The UE
100-1 performs a process in step 305 after performing
the process in step 302 for all subcarriers indicated by
the transmission power control information.
[0129] In step 305, the UE 100-1 determines whether
or not the selected subcarrier fselect (a subcarrier can-
didate) corresponds to a subcarrier fcurrent that is cur-
rently being used in the D2D communication. When the
subcarrier fselect corresponds to the fcurrent, the UE
100-1 and the UE 100-2 perform the D2D communication
with the subcarrier fcurrent as is. On the other hand, when
the subcarrier fselect (a subcarrier candidate) does not
correspond to the fcurrent, a process in step 306 is per-
formed.
[0130] In step 306, the UE 100-1 determines whether
the subcarrier fselect (a subcarrier candidate) selected
in step 303 corresponds to the subcarrier fenb selected
in step 301. That is, the UE 100-1 determines whether
or not the subcarrier candidate is only the subcarrier fenb.
When the subcarrier fi does not correspond to the sub-
carrier fenb (that is, the subcarrier candidate includes
subcarrier candidate other than the subcarrier fenb), the
UE 100-1 selects the subcarrier fi as a subcarrier used
for the D2D communication (s307). On the other hand,
when the subcarrier fi corresponds to the subcarrier fenb
(that is, the subcarrier candidate is only the subcarrier
fenb), it is decided to perform the communication that
passes through the eNB 200 (S308).

(Summary of first embodiment)

[0131] In the present embodiment, each of the UE
100-1 and the UE 100-2 performs the D2D communica-
tion on the basis of the transmission power associated
with the subcarriers used by the UE 100-1 and the UE
100-2. Specifically, the subcarrier associated with the up-
per limit value that is smaller than the used transmission
power to be used for the D2D communication by the UE
100-1, is selected, and the UE 100-1 performs the D2D
communication by using the selected subcarrier so that
the used transmission power does not exceed the upper
limit value. As a result, the subcarrier associated with the
upper limit value of the transmission power smaller than
the used transmission power is appropriately selected,
thereby making it possible to appropriately control the
transmission power.
[0132] In the present embodiment, the eNB 200 trans-
mits the transmission power control information to the
UE 100-1, and the UE 100-1 selects a subcarrier to be
used for the D2D communication from a plurality of sub-
carrier on the basis of the transmission power control
information. As a result, the UE 100-1 selects the sub-
carrier, and thus, the eNB 200 does not need to select
the subcarrier, and the load on the eNB 200 can be re-
duced.
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[0133] In the present embodiment, the transmission
power associated with each of the plurality of subcarriers
indicates the range of the transmission power. The UE
100-1, on the basis of the transmission power control
information, selects a radio resource used for the D2D
communication from the plurality of subcarriers so that
the used transmission power to be used for the D2D com-
munication is within a range of the transmission power.
Specifically , the UE 100-1 performs the D2D communi-
cation by using a predetermined subcarrier, when the
used transmission power is equal to or larger than the
lower limit value and smaller than the upper limit value,
the UE 100-1 selects the subcarrier fi on the basis of the
transmission power control information, and the UE
100-1 performs the D2D communication by using the
subcarrier fi so that the used transmission power does
not exceed a subcarrier upper limit value. As a result,
even when the used transmission power is changed, it
becomes possible to appropriately control the transmis-
sion power by appropriately selecting the subcarrier as-
sociated with the upper limit value of the transmission
power that is smaller than the used transmission power.
[0134] In the present embodiment, when changing the
used transmission power, the UE 100-1 reselects a sub-
carrier used for the D2D communication. As a result, the
UE 100-1 is possible to select a subcarrier in accordance
with the used transmission power after change; there-
fore, the UE 100-1 is capable of performing the D2D com-
munication with an appropriate transmission power.
[0135] In the present embodiment, when determining
that the used transmission power is larger than any upper
limit value associated with each of subcarriers of the
change destination, the UE 100-1 transmits, to the eNB
200, information requesting to perform the communica-
tion that passes through the eNB 200. As a result, when
the transmission power of the D2D communication is so
large as to apply interference, the communication that
passes through the eNB 200 is performed, and thus, oc-
currence of interference can be prevented.

[Second Embodiment]

[0136] Next, by using Fig. 16 to Fig. 18, the second
embodiment will be explained. It is noted that description
will be provided while focusing a portion different from
the above-described embodiment, and description of a
similar portion will be omitted, where necessary.
[0137] The second embodiment is different from the
above-described first embodiment in that each of the plu-
rality of subcarriers is associated with the upper limit val-
ue of the transmission power so that the maximum value
(TxPwrMax) of the transmission power becomes larger
according to the distance from the eNB 200.

(Transmission power control information)

[0138] Fig. 16 is a transmission power control table
(transmission power control information) showing asso-

ciation of a subcarrier used for the D2D communication
with transmission power used for the D2D communica-
tion according to the second embodiment.
[0139] As shown in Fig. 16, the transmission power
control information includes the information indicating the
distance from the eNB 200, in addition to the information
of the plurality of radio resources (the plurality of subcar-
riers) used for the D2D communication and of the trans-
mission power associated with each of the plurality of
radio resources. In the present embodiment, the infor-
mation indicating the distance from the eNB 200 is the
information indicating the bath loss between the eNB 200
and the UE 100. Therefore, the transmission power is
associated with the distance from the base station.
[0140] Specifically, each of the subcarriers (f0, f1, ...,
fn) used for the D2D communication is, plus the trans-
mission power (TxPwrMax, TxPwrUpThresh, TxPwrDn-
Thresh), associated with an upper limit value (PLup0,
PLup1, ..., PLupn) of path loss and a lower limit value
(PLdn0, PLdn1, ..., PLdnn) of the path loss. Respective
upper limit values (PLup) of the path loss are values dif-
ferent from each other. Further, respective lower limit val-
ues (PLdn) of the path loss are values different from each
other.
[0141] Further, regarding each of the subcarriers (f0,
f1, ..., fn) used for the D2D communication, the subcarrier
is associated with the upper limit value of the transmis-
sion power so that the upper limit value of the transmis-
sion power becomes larger according to a distance from
the eNB 200 (that is, the distance between the eNB 200
and the UE 100).
[0142] The eNB 200 transmits, to the UE 100-1 and
the UE 100-2, the plurality of subcarriers (f) and informa-
tion (TxPwrMax, TxPwrUpThresh, TxPwrDnThresh, fup,
fdown, PLup, and PLdn) associated with each of the plu-
rality of subcarriers as shown in Fig. 16 as a transmission
power control message of the D2D communication. That
is, the eNB 200 transmits, to the UE 100-1 and the UE
100-2, information indicating the plurality of subcarriers,
upper limit values of the transmission power associated
with the plurality of subcarriers, and path loss associated
with the plurality of subcarriers as a transmission power
control message of the D2D communication.

(Operation of mobile communication system according 
to second embodiment)

[0143] Next, by using Fig. 17, an operation of a mobile
communication system according to the second embod-
iment will be described. Other than deciding the trans-
mission power used for the D2D communication and se-
lecting a subcarrier in step 101 of the first embodiment,
the operation is the same as that of the first embodiment,
therefore, description of the same operation will be omit-
ted. Fig. 17 is a flowchart for explaining an example of
selecting a subcarrier according to the second embodi-
ment.
[0144] First, as shown in Fig. 17, in step 401, the UE
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100-1 estimates path loss of a reference signal transmit-
ted from the eNB 200. For example, the UE 100-1 can
estimate the path loss by difference between information
on transmission power of the reference signal of the eNB
200 included in the reference signal transmitted from the
eNB 200 and received power of the reference signal re-
ceived by the UE 100-1.
[0145] In step 402, the UE 100-1 regards the subcarrier
fenb used for the communication that passes through the
eNB 200 as a selected subcarrier fselect (a subcarrier
candidate).
[0146] In step 403, the UE 100-1 selects the subcarrier
fi for the D2D communication on the basis of the trans-
mission power control information. Specifically, the UE
100-1 selects the subcarrier fi from the plurality of sub-
carriers (f0 to fn) indicated by the transmission power
control information.
[0147] In step 404, the UE 100-1 determines whether
the estimated path loss (PL) estimated in step 401 is
equal to or larger than a lower limit value (PLdn(fi)) of the
path loss associated with the selected subcarrier fi and
smaller than an upper limit value (PLup(fi)) of the path
loss associated with the selected subcarrier fi. When the
estimated path loss is equal to or larger than the lower
limit value and smaller than the upper limit value, the UE
100-1 performs a process in step 405. On the other hand,
when the used transmission power is smaller than the
lower limit value or the used transmission power is equal
to or larger than the upper limit value, the UE 100-1 per-
forms a process in step 403. Specifically, the UE 100-1
selects another subcarrier different from the already se-
lected subcarrier, then performs the process in step 404.
The UE 100-1 repeats the process in step S403 until
each of the plurality of subcarriers is all selected.
[0148] In step S405, the UE 100-1 regards the subcar-
rier fi as a selected subcarrier fselect (a subcarrier can-
didate), and performs the process in step 403. The UE
100-1 performs a process in step 406 after performing
the process in step 403 for all subcarriers indicated by
the transmission power control information.
[0149] Steps 406 to 409 correspond to steps 305 to
308 of the modification in the first embodiment in which
the transmission power is replaced with the path loss.

(Summary of second embodiment)

[0150] In the present embodiment, the subcarrier is as-
sociated with the upper limit value of the transmission
power so that the upper limit value of the transmission
power becomes larger according to the distance from the
eNB 200. The UE 100 selects a subcarrier from the plu-
rality of subcarriers in accordance with the distance from
the eNB 200 to the UE 100. As a result, when the distance
between the eNB 200 and the UE 100 is long, (for exam-
ple, in Fig. 18, when the UE 100-1 exists in an area 2),
a subcarrier with a large upper limit value of the trans-
mission power (a subcarrier 2 in Fig. 18) is used, and the
D2D communication can be performed in a large area.

On the other hand, when the distance between the eNB
200 and the UE 100 is short, (for example, in Fig. 18,
when the UE 100-1 exists in an area 1 or the area 2), a
subcarrier with a small upper limit value of the transmis-
sion power (a subcarrier 1 in Fig. 18) is used, and the
interference to the eNB 200 can be prevented.
[0151] In the present embodiment, the information in-
dicating the distance from the eNB 200 is the information
indicating the path loss between the eNB 200 and the
UE 100. Thus, each of the plurality of subcarriers is as-
sociated with the path loss of the reference signal trans-
mitted from the eNB 200, the eNB 200 transmits, to the
UE 100-1 and the UE 100-2, information indicating the
plurality of subcarriers, the upper limit values of the trans-
mission power associated with the plurality of subcarri-
ers, and path loss associated with the plurality of subcar-
riers, the UE 100-1 calculates the path loss between the
eNB 200 and the UE 100-1, and the UE 100-1 selects a
subcarrier on the basis of the power control information
and the path loss. As a result, the UE 100-1 selects the
subcarrier associated with the upper limit value of the
transmission power while considering the positional re-
lation between the UE 100-1 and the eNB 200, and thus,
the eNB 200 does not need to select the subcarrier and
the interference to the eNB 200 can be prevented.

[Third Embodiment]

[0152] Next, by using Fig. 19, the third embodiment
will be explained. It is noted that description will be pro-
vided while focusing a portion different from the above-
described embodiment, and description of a similar por-
tion will be omitted, where necessary.
[0153] In the above-described second embodiment,
each of the plurality of subcarriers is associated with the
upper limit value of the transmission power according to
the distance from the eNB 200, however, in the present
embodiment, each of the plurality of subcarriers is asso-
ciated with the upper limit value of the transmission power
according to a relation between the D2D frequency band
used for the D2D communication and a cellular frequency
band used for the cellular communication.

(Transmission power control information)

[0154] Fig. 19 is a diagram for explaining association
of a subcarrier used for the D2D communication with
transmission power used for the D2D communication ac-
cording to the third embodiment.
[0155] In an example shown in Fig. 19 (1), a frequency
band is divided into a frequency band used for the cellular
communication and a frequency band used for the D2D
communication. The frequency band used for the D2D
communication is divided into a low D2D frequency band
associated with low transmission power in which an up-
per limit value of the transmission power is equal to or
less than a predetermined value and a high D2D frequen-
cy band associated with high transmission power in
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which a upper limit value of the transmission power is
larger than the predetermined value. The low D2D fre-
quency band is adjacent to the frequency band used for
the cellular communication. On the other hand, the high
D2D frequency band is distant from the cellular frequency
band. In an example shown in Fig. 19 (1), the frequency
band used for the cellular communication is not over-
lapped with the frequency band used for the D2D com-
munication.
[0156] In an example shown in Fig. 19 (2), a frequency
band used for the cellular communication is partially over-
lapped with a frequency band used for the D2D commu-
nication. A frequency band used for the cellular commu-
nication and the D2D communication is associated with
the low transmission power in which an upper limit value
of the transmission power is equal to or less than the
predetermined value. A frequency band used for only the
D2D communication is associated with the high trans-
mission power in which an upper limit value of the trans-
mission power is larger than the predetermined value. A
frequency band used for only the cellular communication
is adjacent to the frequency band used for the cellular
communication and the D2D communication (the low
D2D frequency band).
[0157] In an example shown in Fig. 19 (3), a frequency
band used for the cellular communication is partially over-
lapped with a frequency band used for the D2D commu-
nication. A frequency band used for the cellular commu-
nication and the D2D communication is associated with
the low transmission power in which transmission power
is equal to or less than the predetermined value. A fre-
quency band used for only the D2D communication is
associated with the high transmission power in which
transmission power is larger than the predetermined val-
ue and the low transmission power in which transmission
power is smaller than the predetermined value. A fre-
quency band used for only the cellular communication is
adjacent to the frequency band used for the cellular com-
munication and the D2D communication (the low D2D
frequency band).

(Summary of third embodiment)

[0158] According to the present embodiment, the fre-
quency band for the D2D communication that is adjacent
to the frequency band used only for the cellular commu-
nication is associated with the upper limit value of the
transmission power that is equal to or less than the pre-
determined value. That is, the low D2D frequency band
is provided adjacent to the frequency band used only for
the cellular communication. On the other hand, the high
D2D frequency band is provided distant from the frequen-
cy band used only for the cellular communication. As a
result, the neighboring frequency band for the D2D com-
munication that is adjacent to the frequency band used
for only the cellular communication is associated with the
low transmission power for the D2D communication. Ac-
cordingly, it is possible to utilize the frequency band for

the cellular communication and the frequency band for
the D2D communication not only in a completely sepa-
rated state, but also in a partially shared state. That is,
by considering the transmission power, the interference
can be prevented even in a state where the frequency
band for the cellular communication and the frequency
band for the D2D communication are partially shared,
and thus, it is possible to realize a system operation with
good frequency use efficiency.

[Other Embodiments]

[0159] Thus, the present invention has been described
with the embodiments. However, it should not be under-
stood that those descriptions and drawings constituting
a part of this disclosure limit the present invention. From
this disclosure, a variety of alternate embodiments, ex-
amples, and applicable techniques will become apparent
to one skilled in the art.
[0160] In the above-described embodiment, the used
transmission power to be used for the D2D communica-
tion is described, however, the used transmission power
to be used for the process of discovering is also applica-
ble.
[0161] Further, in the above-described first embodi-
ment, a case where the subcarrier is changed is de-
scribed as an example, however, the present invention
is not limited thereto. The UE 100-1 is capable of select-
ing a subcarrier in much the same way as the above-
described first and second embodiments, when selecting
a subcarrier used for the D2D communication from the
plurality of subcarriers before starting the D2D commu-
nication.
[0162] Further, in the above-described embodiment,
the UE 100 selects a subcarrier, however, the present
invention is not limited thereto. For example, the network
300 may select the subcarrier used for the D2D commu-
nication.
[0163] For example, the UE 100-1 transmits informa-
tion of the used transmission power that is used to the
network 300 via the eNB 200. The network 300 can trans-
mit, to the UE 100-1 via the eNB 200, information indi-
cating a subcarrier in which the used transmission power
does not exceed the upper limit value on the basis of
received information.
[0164] Further, in the above-described second embod-
iment, regarding each of the subcarriers used for the D2D
communication, the subcarrier is associated with the up-
per limit value of the transmission power so that the upper
limit value of the transmission power becomes larger ac-
cording to the distance from the eNB 200, however, the
present invention is not limited thereto.
[0165] For example, in Fig. 20, in a first base station
200-1 that manages a first cell 250-1, a frequency band
f1 for the D2D communication is used at the periphery
side of the first cell 250-1, and a frequency band f2 for
the D2D communication is used at the center side of the
first cell 250-1. On the other hand, in a second base sta-
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tion 200-2, adjacent to the first base station 250-1, that
manages a second cell 250-2, the frequency band f2 for
the D2D communication is used at the periphery side of
the second cell 250-2, and the frequency band f1 for the
D2D communication is used at the center side of the sec-
ond cell 250-2. That is, the frequency band for the D2D
communication used in the periphery of the first cell is
different from the frequency band for the D2D communi-
cation used in the periphery of the second cell. Therefore,
out of the plurality of radio resources (the plurality of fre-
quency bands), the radio resource (the frequency band
f1) that is available at the edge of the first cell 250-1 is
different from the radio resource (the frequency band f2)
that is available at the edge of a neighboring cell, the
second cell 250-2. As a result, it is possible to prevent
occurrence of interference between a user terminal group
that is performing the D2D communication in the first cell
250-1 and a user terminal group that is performing the
D2D communication in the second cell 250-2.
[0166] Further, in each of the above-described embod-
iments, the plurality of radio resources are the plurality
of frequency bands (specifically, subcarriers) divided in
the frequency direction, however, for example, the plu-
rality of radio resources may be the plurality of radio re-
sources divided in a time axis direction.
[0167] Moreover, in the above-described second em-
bodiment, the information indicating the distance from
the eNB 200 is the path loss between the eNB 200 and
the UE 100, however, the present invention is not limited
thereto. The information indicating the distance from the
eNB 200, for example, may be information indicating the
physical distance such as [m] and [km] from the eNB 200.
In this case, on the basis of the location information of
the UE 100-1 and the location information of the eNB
200, the UE 100-1 is capable of selecting a subcarrier
from the plurality of subcarriers according to the calcu-
lated distance from the eNB 200.
[0168] In addition, in the above-described first and sec-
ond embodiments, the UE 100-1 selects a subcarrier on
the basis of the transmission power control information
from the eNB 200, however, the present invention is not
limited thereto. The UE 100-1 may select a subcarrier on
the basis of setting information that is previously set in
the UE 100-1. For example, the UE 100-1 is capable of
selecting a subcarrier on the basis of the setting informa-
tion when the UE 100-1 does not exist in a cell managed
by the eNB 200.
[0169] Needless to say, each of the above-described
embodiments and modifications may be combined,
where necessary.
[0170] The above-described embodiment has de-
scribed an example in which the present invention is ap-
plied to the LTE system. However, the present invention
may also be applied to systems other than the LTE sys-
tem, as well as the LTE system.
[0171] In addition, the entire content of US Provisional
Application No. 61/766505 (filed on February 19, 2013)
is incorporated in the present specification by reference.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0172] As described above, the mobile communication
system, the base station, the user terminal according to
the present invention are able to appropriately controlling
transmission power used for a process of discovering a
partner terminal in D2D communication or for the D2D
communication, thus they are useful for a mobile com-
munication field.

Claims

1. A mobile communication system that supports cel-
lular communication in which a data path passes
through a core network and D2D communication that
is direct device-to-device communication in which a
data path does not pass through the core network,
comprising:

a user terminal that performs a process of dis-
covering a partner terminal in the D2D commu-
nication or performs the D2D communication,
wherein
a plurality of radio resources that are the time-
frequency resources that can be used for the
process of discovering or the D2D communica-
tion consist of radio resources associated with
transmission power used for the process of dis-
covering or the D2D communication,
the user terminal performs the process of dis-
covering or the D2D communication on the basis
of the transmission power associated with the
radio resource used by the user terminal

2. The mobile communication system according to
claim 1, further comprising:

a base station that control the cell in which the
user terminal exists, wherein,
the base station transmits, to the user terminal,
transmission power control information indicat-
ing the plurality of radio resources and the trans-
mission power associated with each of the plu-
rality of radio resources, and
the user terminal selects the radio resource to
be used for the process of discovering or the
D2D communication from the plurality of radio
resources on the basis of the transmission pow-
er control information.

3. The mobile communication system according to
claim 2, wherein
the transmission power associated with each of the
plurality of radio resource indicates a range of the
transmission power, and
the user terminal, on the basis of the transmission
power control information, selects the radio resource
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from the plurality of radio resources so that used
transmission power to be used for the process of
discovering or the D2D communication is within the
range of the transmission power.

4. The mobile communication system according to
claim 3, wherein
the user terminal reselects the radio resource when
changing the used transmission power.

5. The mobile communication system according to
claim 2, wherein
when the user terminal determining that the used
transmission power is larger than any upper limit val-
ue of the transmission power associated with each
of the plurality of radio resources on the basis of the
transmission power control information, the user ter-
minal transmits, to the base station, information re-
questing that the cellular communication is per-
formed.

6. The mobile communication system according to
claim 2, wherein
the transmission power control information further
includes information indicating a distance from the
base station,
the transmission power associated with each of the
plurality of radio sources is associated with the dis-
tance from the base station so that the upper limit
value of the transmission power becomes larger ac-
cording to the distance from the base station, and
the user terminal selects the radio resource from the
plurality of radio resources on the basis of the dis-
tance from the base station to the user terminal.

7. The mobile communication system according to
claim 6, wherein
the information indicating the distance from the base
station is information indicating the pass loss be-
tween the base station and the user terminal.

8. The mobile communication system according to
claim 1, wherein
the plurality of radio resources are the plurality of
frequency bands divided in the frequency direction,
the plurality of frequency bands are divided into high
power frequency band associated with a transmis-
sion power in which an upper limit value of the trans-
mission power is larger than a predetermined value
and low power frequency band associated with a
transmission power in which an upper limit value of
the transmission power is equal to or less than the
predetermined value,
the low power frequency band is provided adjacent
to cellular frequency band used only for the cellular
communication, and
the high power frequency band is provided distant
from the cellular frequency band.

9. The mobile communication system according to
claim 1, further comprising:

a base station that manages the cell in which
the user terminal exists and a neighbor base sta-
tion that manages a neighbor cell adjacent to
the cell, wherein
out of the plurality of radio resources, the radio
resource that is available at the edge of the cell
is different from the radio resource that is avail-
able at the edge of the neighbor cell.

10. A base station in a mobile communication system
that supports cellular communication in which a data
path passes through a core network and D2D com-
munication that is direct device-to-device communi-
cation in which a data path does not pass through
the core network, comprising:

a transmission unit configured to transmit trans-
mission power control information including in-
formation on a plurality of radio resources that
are the time-frequency resources that can be
used for a process of discovering a partner ter-
minal in the D2D communication or for the D2D
communication and the information on transmis-
sion power associated with each of the plurality
of radio resources.

11. A user terminal in a mobile communication system
that supports cellular communication in which a data
path passes through a core network and D2D com-
munication that is direct device-to-device communi-
cation in which a data path does not pass through
the core network, comprising:

a control unit configured to perform a process
of discovering a partner terminal in the D2D
communication or to perform the D2D commu-
nication, wherein
a plurality of radio resources that are the time-
frequency resources that can be used for the
process of discovering or the D2D communica-
tion consist of radio resources associated with
transmission power used for the process of dis-
covering or the D2D communication, and
the control unit performs the process of discov-
ering or the D2D communication on the basis of
transmission power associated with radio re-
source used by the user terminal.

12. A processor provided in a base station in a mobile
communication system that supports cellular com-
munication in which a data path passes through a
core network and D2D communication that is direct
device-to-device communication in which a data
path does not pass through the core network, where-
in
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the processor executes a process of transmitting, to
a user terminal, transmission power control informa-
tion including information on a plurality of radio re-
sources that are the time-frequency resources that
can be used for a process of discovering a partner
terminal in the D2D communication or for the D2D
communication and the information on transmission
power associated with each of the plurality of radio
resources.

13. A processor provided in a user terminal in a mobile
communication system that supports cellular com-
munication in which a data path passes through a
core network and D2D communication that is direct
device-to-device communication in which a data
path does not pass through the core network, where-
in
the processor executes a process of performing a
process of discovering a partner terminal in the D2D
communication or performing the D2D communica-
tion,
a plurality of radio resources that are the time-fre-
quency resources that can be used for the process
of discovering or the D2D communication consist of
radio resources associated with transmission power
used for the process of discovering or the D2D com-
munication, and
the processor executes a process of performing the
process of discovering or the D2D communication
on the basis of transmission power associated with
radio resource used by the user terminal.
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